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	News on 31st January '05 

Excavations shows NE had ties with China: 
Guwahati: A professor of Gauhati University has claimed to have evidence of palaeolithic culture which has thrown light on the prehistory of the State linking it to South-east Asia and china. Prof Dilip Medhi who worked for years in the State says Mizoram can boast of its prehistoric status with the discovery of evidence of the palaeolithic culture. Medhi says in his finding that there was plenty of authenticating evidence of human migration from South-east Asia and China to the North-east and to other mainland. 

HC impleads Mayor-elect as respondent: 

Guwahati: Justice Amitabha Roy of the Gauhati High Court on Jan 28 impleaded the Mayor-elect Neelakshi Talukdar as the seventh respondent in the case relating to the original writ petition filed by three councilors, challenging the notification issued by the State Government granting voting rights to the ex-officio members of the Guwahati Municipal Corporation. 

NRL launches 'energy stations': 

Guwahati: After successfully operating its refinery at Numaligarh, NRL has now ventured into the retail marketing of petrol (MS) and diesel (HSD) and is in the process of setting up a retail network spanning the whole of the North-east, the eastern region and parts of northern and southern regions of the country. NRL, in consonance with its logo theme "energy in motion", has named its retail outlets as "Energy Station". 

News on 30th January '05
Mahanta, Phukan 'discuss' party matters with Goswami; AGP crisis blows over: 

Guwahati: At last good sense seems to have prevailed in the rank and file of the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) when the much-talked-about separate 'clarifications' before the all-powerful steering committee of the party by its founder president Prafulla Kumar Mahanta and founder general secretary Bhrigu Kumar Phukan virtually turned into an 'exchange of views' in a congenial atmosphere at the AGP headquarters at Ambari in the city on Jan 28. 

Govt decision on Judges' Field: organizers in a fix: 

Guwahati: The State government's decision to use the Judges' Field only for official programmes in future has put organizers of several programmes in a dilemma. After the black-to-back explosions in the field on January 26, the Government announced that only official functions would be allowed at the venue. 

Police commissioner system, more shake-up on the cards: 

Guwahati: The Tarun Gogoi-led Congress Government in the State going for a major shift in its system of policing, at least in Guwahati, by introducing the police commissioner system as is the case in metropolitan cities like New Delhi, Mumbai etc. Meanwhile, major shake-up of top-rung police officials, above the rank of superintendents of police, is also on the cards as a follow-up action replace the 'weak' security shield that had been put in place during the Republic Day functions at Judges' Field. The celebration was marred by a series of blast in the field and at Bamunimaidam in the city. 

Cong worried over ATTSA move to form party: 

Guwahati: The reported move of the Assam Tea Tribes Students' Association (ATTSA) to launch a separate political party may give a further shock to the ruling Congress, already reeling under the impact of the twin blasts at the Judges' Field during the Republic Day celebrations on January 26. However, the Assam Pradesh Congress committee (APCC), in its preliminary reaction to the development, has adopted a cautious stand on the issue. The move is lacking in maturity, the tea cell of the ruling party said in response to the move. 

News on 29th January '05 

2 killed, 7 hurt in Army action: 

Guwahati: In a bizarre incident in the early hours on Jan 26, two villagers were killed and seven others were injured when Army personnel opened fired at a group of villagers at the remote areas of Gaonburapam Shialmari sar and Kuhiramari sar under Hajo and Mukalmua police stations respectively. While Army sources described the incident as a result of 'mistaken identity', Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Jan 27said that the Government had already ordered an ADC-level inquiry, and that the truth would come out only after completion of the inquiry. Fear and tension still grip the entire area, even after 24hours of the incident.

Drastic overhaul in city's administration:

Guwahati: Stung by the Republic Day blasts in the city and Bongaigaon, the State Government on Jan 27 went for a drastic overhaul of the city's police and civil administrations, creating as many as three posts of superintendent of police for the city alone, evoking criticism in concerned that this knee-jerk reaction could create more problems than solve any.

AGP demands Govt dismissal:

Guwahati: The Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) on Jan 27 demanded of the Centre the dismissal of the Tarun Gogoi-led Congress Government in the State for its alleged failure in providing security to the people of the State. AGP president Brindaban Goswami said that on 26th Jan's twin blast at the Judges' Field, main venue of the official celebrations of the Republic Day, had proved the total failure of the Government in maintaining law and order in the State. He said that Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi should be booked under the law as he had failed to protect the lives of innocent people who had attended the Government functions.

CPI opposes delimitation of LACs:

Guwahati: The CPI has decided to oppose the Election Commission's proposal for delimitation of the State Assembly constituencies on the basis of increased population. The party believes that district-wise number of the constituencies should not be changed. "If done, the situation might lead to further political complexity", said Promode Gogoi, national executive member of the party.

News on 28th January '05
City security shield fails, Gogoi Govt under fire; 
Blasts rock main official venue for R-Day celebration: 
Guwahati: Piercing the security armour, suspected United Liberation Front of Asom militants on Jan 26 triggered two back-to-back blasts at the Judges' Field, the main Republic Day parade ground in the State, injuring three persons, including a police officer. A third blast at the Bamunimaidam area in the city later in the evening, injured two more persons. The first blast occurred at 8.50 am on a drain running across the outer limits of the field adjacent to the District Sessions Court, eight minutes after Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi's convoy had passed through the spot and entered the parade ground. No one was injured in the blast though the drain walls were damaged. Police sources said that the explosion was caused by the grenade. The second blast went off at 9.05 am at the north-eastern end inside the parade ground, 15 minutes after the first one, when Governor Lt General (retired) Ajai Singh was about to take the guard of honour after the flag-hoisting event. It may be mentioned here that the Governor was not present on the ground when the first blast occurred. Sub Inspector Nitumoni Hazarika of the Assam Police (Special Branch) and two civilians were injured in the second blast which created a three-foot deep and five-foot wide crater on the ground. The two injured civilians have been identified as Raghu Deka, the driver of the Principal Judge of the Family Court, Guwahati and Padmeswar Bhuyan, a peon in the Directorate of Cultural Affairs. 

Brindaban defies party 'diktat': 

Guwahati: With the speculations of a intra-party rift still brewing, the presence of AGP president Brindaban Goswami at the official Republic Day function at the Judges' Field here on Jan 26 has forced political pundits to think that all is not well within the party. Defying general secretary Dilip Kumar Saikia's call to the people of the State to refrain from attending official Republic Day celebrations, Goswami, however, attended the official function at the Judges' Field here on Jan 26. Saikia had appealed to the people not to attend official functions as the Tarun Gogoi Government had failed to provide foolproof security to the citizens. 

CM admits security lapse: 

Guwahati: Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Jan 27 admitted that there had been security lapses on the part of his Government during 26th Jan's Republic Day celebrations which witnessed as many as three bomb blasts, two of which had gone off at the main venue of the official celebrations at the Judges' Field in the city itself, and one at Bongaigaon, as the ugly face of violence prompted him to announce that from now on the Judges' Field would be brought under the direct control of the State Home Department. At present, the Field is under the control of the Kamrup (Metro) district administration. 

News on 27th January '05 

GSA name team for Nuruddin tie:
Guwahati: Guwahati Sports Association (GSA) has announced its team for the quarter-final match against Barpeta in the senior Inter-district Nuruddin Ahmed Cricket will begin on Jan 28. Cricket secretary of GSA Zahirul Haq announcing the team said that Abdul Rouf will be the coach of the side. The team: Gautam Dutta, Rajib Rajbongshi, Subhrajit Saikia, Nishant Bordoloi, Sajjad Hussain, Mukut Kalita, Situ Das, Kuldeep Pegu, Abhijit Singha Roy, Rupam Rabha, R K Mritunjoy Gohain, Vishal Jain, Bhaiti Ali, Tauhid Ali Talukdar and Rana Sharma.
Assam-Bengal U-22 tie from Jan 26:
Guwahati: Assam will take on Bengal in the U-22 zonal cricket match schedule to begin at Kolkata from on Jan 26. The team for the match was announced on Jan 24 and the squad left for Kolkata on Jan 25.
Digboi outfit in Bud cricket semis:
Guwahati: Digboi Cricket Coaching Centre will meet Bud Cricket Club in the second semi final of the Jugal Kishore Newatia Memorial Cricket Tournament at the Nehru Stadium Ground on Jan 26. In the last quarter-final on Jan 25, Digboi Cricket Coaching Centre defeated City Cricket Coaching Centre (CCCC) by four wickets in a well-contested match. Elected to bat first, riding on a fine century from Ranjan Deka, CCCC scored 212 runs for six wickets in their stipulated 40 overs. In reply, the Digboi side reached the target with just three balls to spare. Saurav Bhagawati (52), Nayan Karmakar(67) and Dipankar Banerjee (43) contributed solidly for the winners. Nayan Karmakar was awarded the man of the match.
GSA'B' division soccer from Feb 5:
Guwahati: The second Debabrata Banerjee Memorial GSA B Division Football League will get under way at the SAI Ground from Feb 5. Football secretary of GSA Hem Das said that ten teams will take part in the league which will be divided in two groups.
News on 26th January '05
Thailand to open shop in NE:
Guwahati: Impressed by the immense trade potential of the north-eastern region, the Thailand Government has decided to make its presence felt in a more meaningful way here. A four-member Thai delegation that visited Guwahati on Jan 24 last, not only prospects with the region and but also said that the Thai Government would soon tie up with some of the leading shopping malls in the city to set up some exclusive Thai corners in their premises. These corners will sell and display exclusive products from Thailand.
State braces up for R-Day amid violence:
Guwahati: The Republic Day will be celebrated in the city amid tight security arrangements on Jan 26 in view of the boycott call given by the banned ULFA and four other militant outfits of the North-east. Assam Governor Lt Gen (retd) Ajai Singh formally hoist the national flag at the Judges' Filed here on Jan 26. The district administration has lined up a 12-hour long programme starting at 5 am on Jan 26 to celebrate the 56th Republic Day.
NSCN-IM call to Assam hill tribals; Karbis, Dimasas refuse to be part of 'Nagalim':
Guwahati: The karbi Students' Association (KSA), the pro-talks faction of the United People's Democratic solidarity (UPDS) and the Dima Halam Daogah (DHD) on Jan 25 refused to take the bait of the National Socialist council of Nagalim (Isak-Muivah) which recently extended an invitation to the Karbi, Dimasa, Kuki, Hmar and other tribes to get together and decide "which side" they wanted to stay with. The student body and the two other tribal militant outfits which are currently holding peace talks with the Government said that the NSCN(IM) move was inspired by its aim to form the greater 'Nagalim' by uniting all Naga-inhabited areas in the region.
Singh toes Sinha line on influx:
Guwahati: On the eve of the Republic Day on Jan 25, Assam Governor Lt Gen (retd) Ajai Singh said that the report on infiltration into Assam from Bangladesh and the presence of Bangladeshis in Assam, which had been submitted by his predecessor Lt Gen (retd) SK Sinha to the then President K R Narayanan in 1998, was a well researched document based on ground realities.
Battalion, commander mismatch:
Guwahati: Strange but true- the Assam Police has battalions without commanders and commandants without personnel to be commanded. The 17th and 18th battalions of the Assam Police are without commandants while two other battalions, i.e., the 21st and 22nd, have commandants but do not have commandants but do not have a single person to be commanded.
Tension in border areas over NSCN-IM declaration:
Mariani: The border dispute among the north-eastern States are heading for a stalemate following the recent declaration made by the NSCN (I-M) collective leadership at its headquarters, Camp Hebron in Nagaland, that the unification of all the Naga-inhabited areas is legitimate and, therefore, not negotiable. The declaration has evoked sharp response from the people of Assam, Arunachal Pradesh and Manipur. It may be mentioned that parts of these three States have been included in the map of 'greater Nagalim' by the NSCN-(-M). meanwhile, the abject failure of the Assam Government to effectively counter the NSCN(I-M) declaration has sparked serious concern among the residents along the Assam-Nagaland border. The declaration will pose a threat to the integrity of the State's geographical areas, they said.
News on 25th January '05
We'll take ULFA help in Myanmar battle if needed: Mulatonu; 
Stay out of battle: NSCN (K) to ULFA: 
Guwahati: The Khaplang faction of the NSCN or NSCN(K) on Jan 23 said that it has asked its Assamese ally ULFA not to get involved in the fierce gun battle between the Naga rebels and the Myanmar military, which the group said, was currently on in that country's north-western parts. "Five of our fighters and at least 10 Myanmar troops have died in the fighting on a high altitude area in Sagaing division between Jan 19 and 21, along the Chindwin river", Kughalo Mulatonu, NSCN(K)'s 'Deputy Minister' for Information told in the evening on Jan 23. The battle, he said, was raging close to the abandoned World War II Shempuyang airport. The claim of the fighting could not be immediately verified independently. Mulatonu said allies of the NSCN (K) like the ULFA, People's Liberation Army (PLA), United National Liberation Front UNLF and others have offered to fight the Myanmar military alongside the Naga rebels, but their services have not been enlisted so far. 

Fortune of many leaders hit, Anjan's LAC vanishes; Delimitation nearly complete: 

Guwahati: The political parties and their leaders, including ministers, MLAs, former ministers and others in Assam are busy in permutation and combination about their political careers as the Delimitation Commission of India has almost completed its Legislative Assembly Constituency (LAC) delimitation process in the State. According to sources in the Commission, the delimitation of Assembly constituencies in Assam is over barring the announcement of the LACs which will come into effect before the 2006 Assembly elections in the State. 

News on 24th January '05
Security beefed up in Assam: 
Guwahati: The Army, police and other security agencies in the State are on high alert in view of the heightened threat held by militant outfits ahead of the Republic Day on Jan 26. there are Intelligence reports that about 300 ULFA cadres, taking shelter in the neighbouring States of Arunachal Pradesh and Nagaland, and the 28 'battalion' of the proscribed outfit, have been asked to target the security outposts located at the remote areas of the State and important installations in the run-up to the Republic Day. Sources said that the ULFA cadres stationed in Arunachal Pradesh and Nagaland had fled from Myanmar after the recent military operations against them in that country. 
Deaf body threatens stir: 
Guwahati: The Assam Association of the Deaf (AAD) has threatened to launch an agitation programme if the State Government fails to appoint 11 hearing impaired people in the Panchayat and Rural Development Department by the first week of February. It may be mentioned here that the Assam government had already recruited as many as 22 orthopaedically handicapped and blind people in the same department. The AAD has also demanded the State Government to immediately implement the Disabled Act, 1995 and upgrade the Jorhat Deaf and Dumb School to a high school from an ME school. 
'Politicians giving pattas on forest land': 
Guwahati: The politicians came in for flak once again after an NGO here alleged that they were giving land pattas to illegal encroachers in the reserved forests of the State to further their political ends. Quoting a report of State Forest Survey of India, the NGO pointed out that the forest land in Assam had been reduced to only 23,686 square-kilometre at present and that it was decreasing further. 
News on 23rd January '05 

AASU flays Gogoi, sticks to stand on meet with PM only: 

Guwahati: The All Assam Students' Union (AASU) came down heavily on Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Jan 21 for his comment that the students' body should not make it a prestige issue if the Prime Minister could not find time to talk to them on the implementation of the Assam Accord and that they should hold talks with Union Home Minister Shivraj Patil instead. The AASU even expressed its doubt over the Chief Minister's sincerity to settle the issue. 

Ours was move to strengthen party: Mahanta, Phukan: 

Guwahati: Former Assam Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta on Jan 21 said that he and his former ministerial colleague Bhrigu Kumar Phukan and never indulged in any anti-party activities. "What we, both old and new members of the AGP, did was to strengthen the ruling party in the 2006 showdown", he said, and added: "Neither me nor removal of Goswami after his taking over the mantle of the party at the Tezpur conclave. Nor had there been any bid from us (myself and Phukan) to remove him", the former AGP president said, adding that it was only joint leadership which could ensure the victory of the partying the next Assembly polls. He, however, did not disclose if he would attend the 'discussion' with the party president and central committee members. He said that the decision would be taken within a day or two. 

3 cos deployed in lower Assam: 

Guwahati: As part of its move to ensure safe celebration of the Republic Day, the Army has deployed three additional companies, particularly in all the sensitive areas of lower Assam and at major road links connecting Guwahati. The Army has also intensified its anti-insurgency operations in lower Assam to avoid any untoward incident on the Day. The move to deploy additional companies came in view of the R-Day boycott call given by the ULFA and other militant outfits in the State. 

BTC polls: SJSS to intensify stir: 

Guwahati: With the State Government deciding to hold the Bodoland Territoral Council (BTC) elections within May next, the Sanmilita Janagosthiya Sangram Samiti (SJSS), a platform of as many as 22 non-Bodo organizations, has reiterated its stand of boycotting the polls and hinted at intensifying its protest against the Government move to provide the Sixth Schedule status to the tribals of Assam. 

News on 22nd January '05s
AGP body calls Mahanta, Phukan for 'discussion': 

Guwahati: The Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) steering committee has invited former Assam Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta and former Home Minister Bhrigu Kumar Phukan for "an open discussion" with party president Brindaban Goswami and a group of top-level leaders of the central committee of the party at party headquarters at Ambari in the city on Jan 28 separately. Following a directive from party president Goswami, the invitation letters to Mahanta and Phukan have been signed by party general secretaries Chandra Mohan Patowary and Phani Bhushan Choudhury. 

AGP call to boycott official R-Day functions: 

Guwahati: The Opposition Asom Gana Parishad on Jan 20 appealed to the people of the State to boycott all official functions organized by the State Government on the Republic Day on Jan 26. it, however, said that the citizens should celebrate the Republic Day in their private capacity. 

Security net around parade grounds: 

Guwahati: Keep in view the bomb blasts in parade grounds of Dhemaji, Dhakuwakhana and Dhubri during the last Independence Day celebrations, the state Administration has brought all the parade grounds of Assam under the security net since January 16 with round-the-clock vigil. Three offices with armed police personnel had been set up in the Judges' Field here after the August 15 blasts which were triggered by the ultras. 

Games: Dispur has no time for Assam contingent: 

Guwahati: If sports aficionados in the State are expecting a good harvest of medals from the sports contingent of the State in the forthcoming National Games, they might be in for a rude shock for a number of reasons. Not only is the infrastructure not in place, but the preparation schedule for competing in various events is hopelessly out of tune with what is needed. Preliminary reports suggest that nothing has been done to procure sports equipment and funds, get the services of coaches with modern techniques to cut down on the flaws of players and put into place a regimen on dietary habits. 

Govt to roll in TE workers under PDS: 

Guwahati: In what is being perceived as a bid to woo voters for the next Assembly election, the State Government has decided to bring the tea workers' community within the Public Distribution System (PDS) by conceding to the long-standing demand of various tea tribe organizations and trade unions. 

AASU should talk to Patil: CM 

Guwahati: Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Jan 20 said that the All Assam Students' Union (AASU) should not make it a prestige issue that the Prime Minister could not make time to talk them on the Assam Accord, and that he has deputed Home Minister Shivraj Patil to talk to them. 

Govt seeks proposals for gas cracker project: 

Guwahati: A recent high-level meeting held in the Prime Minister's office regarding the implementation of the proposed Assam Gas Cracker project has asked the oil PSUs to submit their proposals in this regard. This was stated by Union Minister for heavy Industry Santosh Mohan Dev on Jan 19 at Jagiroad. Mr Dev was in Jagiroad to attend the inaugural ceremony of the Nagaon Paper Mill upgradation project. According to the sources, after the unsatisfactory experience with Reliance, the Government is seeking an alternative to implement the much-awaited project. 

Hazarika opens school at Kulhati: 

Guwahati: Eagerness, enthusiasm and expectation marked the opening ceremony of Kulhati Uttam Chandra Subhapriya Bharali High School on Jan 20 at Kulhati. The new school house was inaugurated by the legend of the occasion, he said that education would change the society and serve in the assimilation process of new ideas which would broaden the mental horizon of the student. 

News on 21st January '05 

CM: no need for disinvestments of State PSUs: 

Jagiroad: chief Minister Tarun Gogoi and Union Minister of State for Heavy Industries Santosh Mohan Dev jointly laid the foundation stone for the modernization and technological upgradation of the Nagaon Paper Mill under the Hindustan Paper Corporation Limited on Jan 19. The HPC, which suffered an embargo on major capital investment during the regime of the NDA Government at the Centre when the company was heading for disinvestments by the then Union Cabinet through strategic sale of 74 per cent of Government stake, has been gearing up to upgrade its Nagaon and Cachar Paper Mill units phase wise during the period 2005-2009 with an investment of Rs 520 crore. The Union Minister of State for Heavy Industries said that the upgradation plan had been taken in line with the Common Minimum Programme (CMP) of the UPA Government at the Centre which envisages that the profit making public sector undertakings, with the potential to grow, should not disinvested and be allowed to grow and gain strength for sustaining competitiveness. 
'No immediate ministry shake-up'; No one has complained to me about corrupt ministers: CM 

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Jan 19 said that he would not shy away from launching an investigation against any of his ministerial colleagues if any of his party leader or legislator were to bring specific corruption or other charges to his notice. He ruled out an immediate reshuffle of his ministry, but would not comment on whether he could bring about a ministerial shake-up in the months ahead of the Assembly polls next year. 

CM justifies absence in State PCC meet: 

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Jan 19 sought to justify his absence along with his ministerial colleagues from 18th January's crucial extended executive committee (APCC) by saying that the meeting was convened at a very short notice. "It was not possible for me and the other ministers to attend the hurriedly convened meeting", Gogoi said, on the sidelines of the inaugural ceremony of the upgradation plan of the Nagaon Paper Mill at Jagiroad on Jan 19. 

Gogoi reviews Accord work ahead of meet with AASU: 

Guwahati: Even though the All Assam Student's Union (AASU)'s talks with Union Home Minister Shivraj Patil on the Assam Accord implementation is still uncertain with the former sticking to its demand that it will sit for talks on the issue with none other than Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh, the State Government is racing against time to put everything in order before Feb 1 when Patil is supposed to sit with the student leaders. In a high-level meeting at Janata Bhavan here on Jan 19, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi took stock of the progress in border fencing and construction of border roads with top-level officials of all the departments concerned. 

50 items to be exempted from VAT in Assam: 

Guwahati: About 50 items in Assam will be kept outside the purview of the Value Added Tax (VAT) regime which is going to be implemented from April 1 this year all over the country. While ten items, including indigenously produced fabric like muga, products of the bell metal industry, etc., have been excluded from the VAT regime considering the social sentiment attached to them, the forty other items have already been exempted from tax. 

Brand summit gets 20 proposals: 

Guwahati: Seminars and summits are not always talk shops, if the result of the recently-held, first-ever brand summit of the region-Samriddhi 2005- is anything to go by. The three-day summit organized by the North East Chamber of Commerce and Industries (NECCI) yielded more than 20 project proposals from leading business houses of the country seeking to open up their production cells in the region. 

News on 20th January '05 

'Non-implementation of Assam Accord a constitutional betrayal': 

Duliajan: "Non-implementation of the Assam Accord is a constitutional betrayal to the Assamese people", said Mr Sarbananda Sonowal, MP of Dibrugarh Lok Sabha constituency while addressing the open session on the occasion of the Swahid Divas to commemorate the four martyrs who had sacrificed their lives 25 years ago, on Jan 18, 1980 during an oil blockade programme as part of the Assam agitation at Duliajan. Lamenting the negligence of the Central Government towards the problems of the Assam, Mr Sonowal said that the national leaders have no time to think for Assamese people. 
'Coterie of corrupt ministers guiding the Chief Minister'; APCC meet blasts Gogoi Govt: 

Guwahati: The Tarun Gogoi led Congress Government in Assam has come under serious attacks of some Congress leaders of the State at an extended executive committee meeting of the Assam Pradesh Congress Committee held under the presidentship at the Rajiv Bhavan here on Jan 18. sources said that these Congress MPs and MLAs alleged that the Chief Minister was acting at the behest of a few 'tainted' and 'corrupt' ministers. There was also a demand for dismissal of these ministers from the council of ministers, the sources added. Significantly, neither the Chief Minister nor any of the other ministers of the State Government were present in the meeting which was attend by Congress MPs and MLAs, District Congress Committee presidents and other office bearers of the APCC. Santosh Bagrodia, MP and AICC coordinator, was also in attendance. 

Nepal Maoists trying for nexus with ULFA: Jaiswal: 

Guwahati: Union Minister of State for Home Sriprakash Jaiswal on Jan 18 said that the Maoist militants of Nepal had been trying for a nexus with the United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) and other rebel groups of the North-east, and the Centre had asked the State Governments of the region not to allow that to happen. He said that the Centre was watching the development, and taking all steps to foil the bid. 

Jaiswal ducks alien issue: 

Guwahati: "One can never give you the right answer when he himself is fed with wrong data": this is how Union Minister of State for Home Sriprakash Jaiswal responded to newsmen in the city on Jan 18 when he was asked about the veracity of his comment in Parliament that there are 50 lakh Bangladeshi nationals in Assam. He was giving the impression that his statement on the floor of Parliament on the probable number Bangladeshi nationals in Assam was based on the data of erstwhile BJP-led NDA Government at the Centre. When asked again on Jan 18 about the probable number of Bangladeshis in Assam, he said that there had been no census of Bangladeshis in India. He said that it was the duty of the State Government to ascertain the number of foreign nationals staying in its territory. 

BJYM plays Cong-hatao tune: 

Guwahati: The Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha (BJYM) on launched its 'Congress hatao Assam bachao' movement throughout the State to protest against the anti-people, anti-youth and anti-national policies of the Congress-led State Government and lined up several agitation programmes for the purpose. 

Cancel MoU with Centre: SAKP to State Govt: 

Guwahati: The Sodou Assam Karmachari Parishad (SAKP) has demanded the State Government to cancel the MoU which the then AGP Government had signed with the Centre as part of its fiscal reforms measures. According to the Parishad, apart from banning appointment, the MoU has deprived the State Government employees of several facilities. 

News on 19th January '05 

Dutta hits out at AASU for 'fund raising' for meet: 

Golaghat: Assam Transport Minister Anjan Dutta hit out at the All Assam Students' Union (AASU) leaders for their bandh culture and 'massive fund raising drive' in the name of the AASU conference. He leveled these allegations against the student leaders constructed building of Golaghat Assam state Transport Corporation (ASTC) bus station here on Jan 16. 
Stops ops against cadres: NDFB warns Govt: 
Kokrajhar: The NDFB on Jan 17 issued a warning to the State Government that it would be compelled to take retaliatory measures if the Government and the security forces do not stop the repeated operations against its cadres and atrocities on the common people. 'Area Commander' B Binaisa, in a letter said that the NDFB had offered unilateral ceasefire and halted its operations. 
AASU threatens Nagaland-type agitation against ONGC: 

Sivasagar: The District Students' Union (SDSU), the district unit of the All Assam Students' Union (AASU), will soon launch an agitation against the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation, Assam Asset for its alleged failure to fulfill its promises made to the student union in the past and for its 'anti-Assam' policy. SDSU president Kushal Dutta pointed out that an agreement was arrived at between the AASU and the ONGC authority in New Delhi in 1998. As per the agreement, Mr Dutta said, the ONGC promised to recruit 500 educated unemployed persons in ONGC, Assam Asset before 2005, develop some important roads of Sivasagar, provide adequate financial assistance for development and modernization of medical colleges of Assam, including the B Baruah Cancer Hospital in Guwahati, and release funds for some boys' and girls' hostels under Dibrugarh and Guwahati Universities. 

News on 18th January '05 

AASU wants talk schedule postponed: 

Guwahati: The AASU leadership on Jan 17 made it clear to Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi that they were interested in meeting the Prime Minister only and demanded that the scheduled date for the proposed meeting on Feb 1 should be postponed by four days. The AASU reaction came after Union Home Minister Shivraj Patil invited the Union to discuss the issue of implementation of the Assam Accord on Feb 1. 

R-Day celebrations: red alert sounded in State: 

Guwahati: The State Police administration has sounded a red alert in all the districts of Assam keeping in view the ensuing Republic Day and the threat of the militants. Moreover, the State Home Department is concerned over the proposed shifting of the paramilitary companies from Assam to Bihar and Jharkhand in view of the Assembly elections there. The State Government will raise the matter before Union Minister of the State for Home Sriprakash Jaiswal, who is visiting the State to participate in a cultural function, to be organized here on Jan 18 to collect fund for the tsunami victims. 

AHSEC gears up to meet SC deadline: 

Guwahati: Following a directive from the Supreme Court, the Assam Higher Secondary Education Council (AHSEC) is racing against time to equip itself so that it can declare the results of higher secondary final examinations within June 10. On Jan 12, the apex court asked all the secondary education boards in the country, barring the one in West Bengal for a year, to declare the results of higher secondary final examinations by June 10 and make the mark sheets ready by June 15. 

KSA raps Govt on law-and-order scene: 

Guwahati: The Karbi students' Association (KSA) has condemned the State Government for its failure in protecting the life and property of the people of the hills districts and also for gross violation of human rights. KSA president Sarthe Rongpi and general secretary Jivan Bey, on Jan 17, alleged that the Assam Police had recently killed a 14-year old school boy Bhupen Sing Terang, a class IX student of Renfbonghom Higher Secondary School. "The rape of a 15-year-old girl in Diphu a few months back by CRPF jawans and the rape and killing of three Karbi girls by the Army at Langlokso are the examples of gross violation of human rights in Karbi Anglong district", they said. 

News on 17th January '05 

PM fails to keep assurance to AASU; It's Patil, not PM to talk to AASU; dialogue unlikely: 

Guwahati: Instead of Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh, Union Home Minister Shivraj Patil has invited All Assam Students' Union (AASU) leaders for talks on the Assam Accord on Feb 1, but the student leaders are reluctant to go for the talks as the invitation has come from Patil, and not from Dr Singh, who, on the eve of his visit to Assam in connection with the Indian-ASEAN Car Rally on November 21 and 22, had faxed stating that he would call the AASU leaders for talks with him on the Assam Accord within a month. This apart, the general conference of the students' body will begin on Jan 28 and continue till Jan 31, and as such, it will not be possible on the part of the AASU leaders to go and sit for talks with Patil on Feb 1. It may be mentioned here that the last Prime Minister who talks on its demands was VP Singh in late 1980s. 

Mushahari denies links with narcotics trade: 

Guwahati: Former Minister Rajen Mushahari on Jan 16 admitted that some surrendered NDFB cadres used to frequent his resident at Survey, Beltola but denied his links with the narcotics that were seized from his residence on November 22 last. Mushahary said there were a number of people who used to visit his residence but he was unaware of their activities there. The Guwahati police took Mushahary in for a ten-day custody to interrogate about the narcotics haul from his residence. 

People's will more important than NE map: NSCN (IM): 

Guwahati: A top NSCN(IM) leader has said that it is illogical to expect or push states in the North-east to hold on to their geographical boundaries at the expense of the people's will, and reiterated that Nagas in the region have the right to live as one people under a single administrative unit. "The will of the people and not issues like territorial boundaries of states is supreme. The Nagas in the region, as well as those in Myanmar, want to stay and live together and that's the reality", VS Atem, emissary to the NSCN (IM)'s collective leadership, told on Jan 15. 

Mangal Tirtha near ready for 68th AXX session: 

Guwahati: Despite devastating waves of floods and other odds, the preparation for the next Axom Xahitya Xabha session at Sipajhar in Mangaldai district slated from Feb 16 to 19 has picked up its momentum. The roads which had been ravaged by flood waters in the district have been repaired by the State PWD, and construction of the main pandal is progressing. As many as 29 sub-committees constituted by the reception committee have been racing against time to make the 68th session of the apex literary body of the State a grand success. 

'Greed cause of man-animal conflict': 

Guwahati: Renowned environmentalist and wildlife film maker Mike Pandey held greed of a few people responsible for the present man-animal conflict in the country and stressed that greed should not be the driving force when the question is that of survival. Human beings were behaving like toddlers, destroying everything around them, he said. 

Philanthropist sign will to donate body parts: 

Guwahati: As many as 23 philanthropists, including seven women, signed will papers to donate their eyes and bodies after death for transplantation or for enrichment of medical science and research. Among the donors were eminent historian and social scientist Dr Amalendu Guhu, Vedic scholar and senior fellow ICHR Uma Chakravarty, environmental engineer and former chairman of Meghalaya Pollution Control Board Hiranmay Nath, veteran trade union activist Sibendra Nath Roy. The programme was organized by the Ellora Vigyan Mancha, a non-governmental organization which was formed in May 2004 in memory of Ellora Roychoudhury who was the first woman in the North-east to have bequeath her body for medical research. 

Roy, Amiyo favourities for top AASU posts: 

Guwahati: With less than two weeks left for the AASU's Moran conference, the names of Sankar Prasad Roy and Amiyo Kumar Bhuyan have come up for the posts of president and general secretary. For the post of general secretary, Tapan Gogoi of Sivasagar, Diganta Bora of Mangaldai and Jatin Bora of golaghat are also expected to contest. 

News on 16th January '05 

Jobs for locals: AASU sets deadline for ONGC:
Sivasagar: The Sivasagar District Students' Union has given an ultimatum to the authorities of the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation, Assam Asset to start official procedure to appoint 500 local candidates in various posts in the ONGC. The students' body has set Dec 31, 2004 as the deadline for the ONGC to complete the appointment process. A delegation of the students' body, led by Kushal Dutta, president and Pradip Borgohain, secretary of Sivasagar unit of the AASU, met the higher-ups of the ONGC here recently, and urged them to start the official procedure to appoint candidates in 500 posts as had been assured by the Corporation, failing which, the student leaders threatened, they would launch a vigorous agitation.
Non-political outfit to fight for special category status to Assam;
AASU forms Axom Xena:
Dibrugarh: The All Assam Students' Union (AASU) on Dec 19 formed the Axom Xena, a group dedicated to protect the rights of indigenous people of the State. The declaration was made by AASU general secretary Amiyo Kumar Bhuyan at the end of the three-day national convention of the organization on 'Secured Future for Indigenous People' at the Chowkidingee playground here amid thunderous applause and cheers from the people. A steering committee under the auspices of the AASU and the Axom Unnati Xabha was also constituted for facilitating a full-fledged unit.
One killed, 50 hurt, minister's house comes under attack; Serial blast rock Assam:
Tinsukia, Chabua and Jagiroad: As many as six blasts, suspected to be triggered by ULFA militants, ripped through the State in the evening on Dec 14, killing one person in Nagaon district and injuring about 50 people in the city and elsewhere. The Digboi residence of Assam Labour and Excise Minister Rameshwar Dhanowar also came under militant attack in the latest orgy of violence which rattled the State and exposed the chinks in the State's security armour. A harried Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi has instructed Minister of State for Home Rockybul Hussain and IGP (Law and Order) DK Pathak to visit the blast sites in the city as well as in Nagaon and Morigaon districts. Panic gripped the city on Dec 14 as two blasts rocked the Bamunimaidam area and the Guwahati Railway Station in the evening on Dec 14. according to preliminary reports, two persons were injured near the Anuradha Cinema when suspected ULFA militants hurled a grenade at an eatery here at around 6 pm. The injured have been identified as Ajai Pal Singh, a jawan of the 22 Battalion of the CRPF, and Kushal Pathak, a civilian. In the second incident near the Guwahati Railway Station, a blast went off in a pile of stones. However, no one was injured. This comes close on the heels of the twin blast at Hatigaon police outpost under Dispur police station in the city on Dec 13 which claimed the lives of two police constables.
2 ex-ONGC officials were brain behind leasing out: Promode
Guwahati: The State-level Oil Field Protection Committee has decided to stage a dharna near the Assam Assembly premises on December 14, the first day of the ensuring Winter Session, to register its protest against the handling over of the Amguri Oil Field to a Canadian company recently. The chief convenor of the committee, veteran trade unionist and CPI leader, Promode Gogoi, has alleged that two former top officials of the ONGC were the brains behind the handling over of the oilfield. There is a vast oil and natural gas reserved in the Amguri field, and its detailed data was handed over to the Canadian company Canro Resource Ltd (CRL) by the two former ONGC officials, said Gogoi. According to him, PK Chandra, former ONGC General Manager, Sivasagar and another top official of the company, B Duwara had supplied all data regarding the oil and gas reserve to the CRL. He further alleged that the former officials were "rewarded" by the Canadian company after their retirement. Both Mr Chandra and Mr Duwara are now holding high posts in the CRL, he said.
News on 15th January '05
'Both ULFA, Govt failed to carry forward peace process'; AASU for peace talks with ULFA:
Tezpur: The All Assam Students' Union (AASU)'s general secretary Amiyo Kumar Bhuyan urged the Central and the Assam Governments to stop their "double standards", and be open to peace talks with the ULFA to bring back peace in the State. Mr Bhuyan alleged that both the governments do not want peace to prevail in Assam. He added that Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi should be open and clear about his party's policy regarding talks with ULFA. He said both the ULFA and the Government had failed in talking forward the peace process, and added that if the Government could enter into a ceasefire with the NSCN (IM), then why it could not declare a similar ceasefire with the ULFA.
AASU sets 48-hour deadline on aliens:
Mariani: The local AASU units here have set a deadline of 48 hours for the Jorhat district administration to deport the suspected Bangladeshi nations working in the brick kilns here. The student body threatened to launch a stir if its demand is not met within this period. The AASU also flayed the local brick kiln owners for employing these so-called Bangladeshi infiltrators. It may be mentioned here that the suspected immigrants produced authorization certificates issued by these authorities during investigation.
Border row: MHA likely to set up panel:
Sivasagar: The Union Home Ministry is likely to constitute a high-level committee headed by Home Minister Shivraj Patil in a bid to sort out the Assam-Nagaland border row. The proposal to set up this committee was taken up by the Ministry after Union Minister of State for Defence and Parliamentary Affairs Bijoy Krishna Handique apprised Patil about the aggravating border situation between these two states in recent months. This was disclosed by Handique while talking to journalists during his visit to Singibil under Nazira subdivision on Dec 31.
Dhaka conclave: ISI plot to merge NE with B'desh:
Silchar: A large number of representatives of fundamentalist and radical groups attended a conclave at the Mohammadpur Jamaitul Madrasa in the Bangladesh capital Dhaka recently, reportedly as part of a conspiracy at the behest of the Pakistani ISI to merge the north-eastern States with 'greater Bangladesh'. According to sources from across the border, a representative of the Begum Khaleda Zia-led Bangladesh Government, Saka Chowdhary was also present in the meet which took place on Dec 15.
'Surprising silence of the outfit reflects grip of ISI over it'; Brick kilns flooded with 'B'deshis', ULFA role condemned:
Mariani: The surprise silence of the ULFA over the increasing growth of the suspected Bangladeshi nationals in the brick kilns here as labourers, specially in the aftermath of the ULFA threat to owners of brick kilns against employing Hindi speaking people as labourers, has drawn flak from all quarters. It may be mentioned here that the ULFA had asked the brick kiln owners here not to engage Hindi-speaking people as workers in their brick fields after the assault on some railway passengers from Assam in Bihar last year. Following the ULFA threat, some brick kiln owners had terminated the jobs of their Hindi speaking labourers, specially those from Bihar.
News on 14th January '05
KLNLF secy quits over differences with 'C-in-C':
Diphu: In a significant development, general secretary of the Karbi Longri NC Hills Liberation Front (KLNLF) HS Timung has resigned from his post and primary membership of the outfit on Jan 2. this may lead to the rebels of the outfit loyal to Timung. Commenting on the development, UPDA joint secretary V Mukrang said that something 'serious' has taken place which may eventually usher in peace in karbi Anglong.
Naga Police refuse to pull back BOP from Assam; Tension building up on border:
Mariani: As the much anticipated "substantive talks" between the Centre and the NSCN-IM draw near, the failure of the Assam Government to take a staunch retaliatory stand on the unabated encroachment has pushed the future of vast regions of Jorhat, Karbi Anglong, Sivasagar and Golaghat districts into a quandary, as all sections of the people living in these areas are feeling increasingly insecure that they would eventually be evicted by the Nagas, claiming them to be their territory. On the other hand, talks between a delegation from the Longleng and Wokha districts of Nagaland and Sivasagar district at Singibil have failed to find a solution as the Naga Police stoutly refused to pull back their border out post (BOP) -cum-camp from Assam land. Meanwhile, the gaonburah of Namchang village of Nagaland has issued a warning saying that anyone from Assam seen near Loidoigarh will not be spared. "It is our land and no outsider will move inside even an inch", he said.
'ULFA trying to strengthen base in Nagaon'; ULFA cadres responsible for serial blasts arrested:
Nagaon: Two ULFA insurgents responsible for triggering the serial bomb blasts across Assam in December last, who were arrested recently had revealed to the police during interrogation that there are training camps run by the banned outfit in Meghalaya. Police said here on Jan 6 that the two arrested cadres, identified as Boghai Das and Dadu Hazarika, were directly involved in the in the bomb blasts in Morigaon and Nagaon districts on Dec 14. They were arrested on Jan 6 in the night near Jajori in Nagaon district. During interrogation, Boghai said he had received training at the Meghalaya camp for six months and was a linkman for the serial blasts in the State that killed over 10 persons and injured nearly 60 others. The other militant, Dadu, was also involved in several grenade attacks in the State and particularly in Krishna Cinema Hall in Nagaon town last year after the ULFA had imposed a ban on screening of Hindi cinemas in the State.
'Ripun posting corrupt officers in Nagaon':
Nagaon: The appointment of the Sub Inspector of Schools under Nagaon subdivision has given rise to a controversy as various student organizations here have expressed serious concern over the deteriorating academic standard of the district. Various student organizations, including the Nagaon district units of the All Assam Students' Union (AASU), the Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuva Chatra Parishad and the Assam Koch Rajbongshi Students' Union have alleged that Assam (Independent) for Education (Elementary) Ripun Bora has been instrumental in appointing corrupt officers of the Education Department in Nagaon. They have criticized Mr Bora for the appointment of the Sub Inspector of Schools under Nagaon subdivision and said, "The Minister has appointed a corrupt officer in the post for his own benefits".
KLNF chief rigid on stand, seeks support:
Diphu: After a majority of the top brass of the Karbi Longri NC Hills Liberation Front (KLNLF) calling for a public debate on the style of functioning of 'C-in-C' W Timung which led to the resignation of general secretary HS Timung, speculations are on whether the chief will give in to the pressure or will the trouble-torn districts see the emergence of a new political outfit. W Timung Said that he is in favour of waging a struggle under the Communist country with indigenous Karbis as citizens". Opposing the "Indian aggression and colonization", Timung however said that he is not in favour of a China-type of communism.
News on 13th January '05
'No question of appearing before party panel, we are only trying to strengthen AGP'; Mahanta: Brindaban cannot arm-twist us:
Guwahati: Embattled AGP veteran Prafulla Kumar Mahanta on Jan 12 took his fight into the enemy camp saying that party president Brindaban Goswami cannot hope to get away by 'arm twisting democratic minded leaders' like him. Mahanta, taking an unusually tough stand, told this writer here late in the evening on Jan 12 that there was no question of his appearing before the AGP steering committee, as decided by Goswami & Co on Jan 11, to reply to point-by-point charges of alleged anti-party activities leveled against him.
Brindaban expands steering committee:
Guwahati: The steering committee meeting of the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP), which had begun at 9 p.m. on Jan 10 and had to be suspended at 4 a.m. on Jan 11 after it failed to decide how to go about tackling the situation arising out of the open war declared against party supreme Brindaban Goswami by party heavyweights Prafulla Kumar Mahanta, seems to have taught Brindaban Goswami a lesson that heading the all-powerful party committee without a firm grip over its members will land him in troubled waters in the days ahead. Stung by the bitter experience which he had to face when the members of the steering committee got polarized on the crucial issue of going tough against Prafulla-Bhrigu in 11th Jan meeting, Goswami on Jan 12 did the unusual thing of expanding the committee by inducting five more members who are loyal to him. The expansion of the committee, according to many AGP insiders has, apart from setting a nasty precedent in the party's history, will leave a bitter taste in many a mouth in the party, even if Goswami bulldozes the committee to acquiesce to his will that Mahanta and Phukan be expelled from the party for having dared to challenge his leadership.
Respect geographical territories of States: NESO to NSCN-IM:
Guwahati: The North East Students' Organisation (NESO), the common forum for all student bodies of the seven north-eastern States, on Jan 12 urged the Centre not to again play "divisive politics" in the North-east in the name of settling the vexed Naga issue in talks with the Isak-Muivah faction of the National Socialist Council of Nagalim (NSCN). The NESO also urged the NSCN(IM) to honour the geographical integrity of the north-eastern States during its peace negotiations with the Union Government. The NSCN (IM), in turn, told the NESO that the sentiment of the people of the region would be honoured in the course of solving the Naga problem. The NESO leaders called on Isak Chisi Swu and Thuingaleng Muivah at the outfit's Hebron camp in Dimapur on Jan 11.
CM: Assam witnessing silent econ revolution:
Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Jan 12 said that rural Assam has witnessed a silent economic revolution during the last three years. "This is a real good sign for the State, whose economy is based on agriculture", he said while releasing a report 'Gramyajyoti', highlighting the achievements of the Panchayat & Rural Development Department at SIRD here. Gogoi said that his government has given stress on economic empowerment of the farmers and commercialization of the agriculture sector. "The coming forward of various self help groups to take up various rural development activities, even though the government has not been able to provide adequate financial help, is laudable", he said.
Chips smuggling costs Assam Rs 2.5cr yearly:
Guwahati: The Forest Department of Assam Government is losing revenue to the tune of about Rs 2.5 crore annually due to the illegal supply of boulders, chips and gravel from the State to the neighbouring States of Tripura and Mizoram. Disclosing this here, sources said that some contractors and smugglers in Cachar and Karimganj districts had been doing brisk business in supplying the materials with the help of some Forest Department officials, thereby depriving the State exchequer of Forest revenue running into several crores of rupees.
News on 12th January '05
AGP meet on Jan 10, to decide fate of party:
Guwahati: Current infighting in the party involving former Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta, former Home Minister Bhrigu Kumar Phukan and party president Brindaban Goswami is likely to dominate the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP)'s crucial steering committee meeting slated for Jan 10. The meeting, convened by party convenor Birendra Prasad Baishya, will begin at the AGP Legislature Party office at 7 p.m. The meeting assumes significance in view of the fact that Mahanta and Phukan had, few days back, gone for an open tirade against the party leadership who has been under tremendous pressure for the withdrawal of disciplinary action against Mahanta and other leaders. According to sources, the powerful committee may go for disciplinary action against the two AGP heavy weights.
Mahanta, Phukan meet again:
Guwahati: About ten 'heavyweights' in the AGP, including former Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta and Bhrigu Kumar Phukan met in a closed-door meeting at the residence of former Assam Assembly Speaker Ganesh Kutum in the evening on Jan 9 to finalize their strategy. The meeting is crucial as the steering committee meeting of the party is going to be held on Jan 10.
Public outcry against dam construction on:
Guwahati: Public resentment continues to dog the construction of controversial Tipaimukh dam project with nearly dam project with nearly 19 organizations, some from neighbouring Nepal and Bangladesh, joining the local organization in protest against the proposed dam. The issue, which had been lingering for more than two decades, stole media focus again about a week back after Union Minister of State for Heavy Industries Santosh Mohan Dev reportedly convening a meeting of the Chief Secretaries of three north-eastern States-Assam, Manipur and Mizoram- on Jan 5, which was later postponed by 5 days. The scheduled meeting was aimed at discussing the implementation of the yet-to-be-cleared project.
Oilfield scare for Assam silk industry:
Guwahati: A recent study conducted by the Regional Research Laboratory in Sivasagar has found 40 per cent decline in the number of silkworms as direct fallout of the pollution from oilfields. Official sources told on Jan 9 that oilfields in Upper Assam were posing serious threat to the silk industry in the State. According to the research, the vegetation on which the silk worms feed has largely lost its nutritional value because of the air being heavily polluted by oil and harmful gases. It may be noted that Assam is the only State in the country which produces all four varieties of silk- mulberry, tussar, eri and muga -with 90 per cent of the country's muga raw silk produced annually in the State.
IITG festival Alcheringa ends:
Guwahati: The atmosphere was colorful and electrifying on the final day of the IIT Guwahati festival Alcheringa, with motley troops of students making the most of the three-day-long festival. The evening saw the "Cresendo"- the Indian Musical Night featuring KK. The lead guitar player accompanying the singer was Assam lad Kalyan Barua, who is creating waves in the Indian music circuit with his fiery guitar playing. In the screenplay event that took place on Jan 8, Womens College, Patna once again emerged winners followed closely by Chetna. The spirit of competition was in the air be it "High Q", the Alcheringa Quiz, where IIT Guwahati emerged winners followed by National Institute of Technology (NIT) Silchar and Guwahati University or "Alcher Sweepstakes", the game of fortunes. "We are really enjoying every moment of it. This has been a great experience", said Sumit Suman, a final year student from IIT Guwahati. As the evening set in the crowd was gearing up to cheer their favourite band in "Rock-o-Phonix" the rock contest of Alcheringa. In a power-packed finals, Mantra from Darjeeling emerged winners. The local band Faith came second with Josua bagging the award for the best vocalist and Partha adjudged the best drummer.
News on 11th January '05
Crucial AGP meet begins amid tension:
Guwahati: The crucial meeting of the steering committee of the Asom Gana Parishad began here in the night on Jan 10 amid tension over the present infighting within the party. The meeting at the party office here is likely to continue till late into the night. Sources informed that AGP president Brindaban Goswami, steering committee convener Birendra Prasad Baishya, four general secretaries- Chandra Mohan Patowari, Hitendra Nath Goswami, Phani Bhusan Choudhury and Dilip Kumar Saikia- spokesman Jagdish Bhuyan, finance secretary of the party Padma Hazarika and two steering committee members Joseph Toppo and Prabin Gogoi attended the meeting. Former Education Minister and a known Mahanta loyalist Thaneswar Boro is also present in the meeting.
Mizoram's 'green gold' to provide shelter for tsunami hit:
Guwahati: Mizoram's 'green gold' could soon be used as shelters for hundreds of tsunami-hit tribes-people in distant Andaman and Nicobar islands. The Mizoram Government is finalizing plans for transportation of tone of bamboo, grown in abundance in the State, which could be used by the authorities to reconstruct homes in the pristine islands, flattened by the killer tsunami.
CM: expedite peace process with ULFA:
Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Jan 10 called for the advancement of the peace process with the proscribed United Liberation Front of Asom as he shared the dais with the kin of the leaders of the proscribed outfit at a peace rally organized by the student wing of the Congress, the NSUI, at Sonaram School playground here. The rally was held on the concluding day on Jan 10 of the four-day State-level training camp organized by the NSUI and Youth Congress.
Builders following BIS norms: AREIDA
Guwahati: The Assam Real Estate and Infrastructure Developers Association (AREIDA) has claimed that the builders have been following the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) while constructing high-rise buildings in the city. Association president PK Sharma said that the BIS codes have been strictly adhered to by the builders in the city.
News on 10th January '05 

Mushahary arrested, in remand:
Kokrajhar: The Gossaigaon Police arrested former WPT & BC Minister Rajendra Mushahary on Jan 9 for allegedly raping a minor who had worked as a maidservant in his residence. According to the police, the former minister was arrested on the basis of an FIR lodged at the police station on January 4 by the guardian of the victim, 12-year-old Purnima Mushahary, who is a resident of Besorkona village under Gossaigaon PS. The police also registered case (No. 5 US 376 IPC) against Mushahary. Mushahary was produced before the Kokrajhar Chief Judicial Magistrate, NS Deori, who has remanded him to a 14-day jail custody.
Cachar Paper Mill on closure threat:
Silchar: The Cachar Paper Mill at Panchgram, 28 km from here, faces serious crisis as the transportation of its essential inputs -hard and soft- has been bottlenecked due to tilting of the PWD -maintained Baleshwar bridge on NH-44 on the Assam - Meghalaya border since January 3. The mill, to be on steam, needs among other inputs 500 MT of coal, 100 MT of lime, 1,200 Mt of bamboo, 6 Mt of resin and alum respectively daily.
News on 9th January '05
Ethnic student bodies concerned over Axom Xena:
Guwahati: The student unions of almost all the ethnic groups of the State have expressed deep concern over the formation of the Axom Xena by the All Assam Students' Union (AASU) without any discussions with the tribal people and other communities of the State. They expressed the apprehension that the activities of the Axom Xena might spread mistrust among the different ethnic groups of Assam. All Rabha Students' Union president Tankeswar Rabha said: "The AASU has not announced the aims and objectives of the Axom Xena as yet. It has also not clarified its stand on the ethnic movements currently going on in Assam", he said. During the Assam Movement in the 1980s, a section of the AASU leadership had taken an adverse stand against the indigenous people of the State and tried to remove the tribal belts and blocks, he said and added that the Axom Xena might try to suppress the effort to uplift the ethnic groups.
NWC: crime against Assam women up:
Guwahati: Assam can no longer be proud of being one of the select States of the nation where women get respect in the society. The rate of crimes against women in the State, which had been comparatively lower than those in other States of the nation over the years, shot up by 36 percent after 1997, and Kamrup topped the list of the districts in the State. NC Hills has the lowest number of cases relating to crimes against women among the districts in the State.
AASU has no right to criticize us: Bhrigu:
Guwahati: Former student leader and founder general secretary of the Asom Gana Parishad Bhrigu Kumar Phukan on Jan 8 flayed the president AASU leadership for its adverse comments against him and former Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta and said that it had no right to criticize the AGP Government in the State in 1985, was reacting to the vitriolic statement made by AASU president Prabin Boro against him and Mahanta with regard to the recent bonhomie between the two former students leaders. Boro on Jan 7 had warned the two AGP leaders to desist from politicizing issues in the name of AASU.
ISI, influx to be BJP's poll focus in Assam:
Guwahati: Taking a swipe at the congress, the Assam BJP on Jan 8 said that the demand made by the Minority Cell of the State Congress for tickets to candidates belonging to the minority communities in Assembly constituencies with more than 45 per cent minority population, removed the veil off the party which claims to be a secular one, it may be mentioned here that the Minority Cell of Assam Congress had recently submitted a memorandum to Congress president Ms Sonia Gandhi, demanding tickets for minority candidates in as many as 38 Assembly constitutencies in the State.
News on 8th January '05
Goswami evades comment on Mahanta-Bhrigu outburst; 'AGP respects intra-party democracy':
Guwahati: The January 10 steering committee meeting of the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) seems to be very crucial, both for the party and the fare of regional politics in Assam, as all circles concerned are keenly watching the decision to be taken by the party's powerful committee on former Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta and his then ministerial colleague Bhrigu Kumar Phukan, who have already declared a war on the incumbent president of the party, Mr Brindaban Goswami. According to politics pundits here, any decision on the duo (Mahanta-Bhrigu) which may lead the party for a split, will be detrimental not only for the party but also regional politics in Assam, especially when the Assembly election is not very far off. The irony, according to the pundits, is that a split or near-split situation has become a chronic ailment for the regional party, specially on election eve.
CM sends messenger to Daimary again:
Guwahati: The Government of Assam has sent its messenger to National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) chairman Ranjan Daimary, who is taking shelter in one of the neighbouring countries, once again to take the list of the rebel group's leaders who will sit for talks with the Centre on the outfit's demands. Of course, this time the State Government is expecting a positive response from the rebel group as the Centre has already given its nod for direct talks with the group on its demands.
Joint award by Katha, Ajir Asom:
Guwahati: Katha, a renowned literary organization of the country, in collaboration with the Ajir Asom Private Limited, has announced the institution of two awards for the promotion of Assamese short stories. In the first category, the prize will be given for the best story published between January to Dec in monthly magazine of the Ajir Asom written by writers in the age group of 40 years and below. The prize will carry Rs 10,000 along with a certificate. In the second category, young short story writers in the age group of 25 years and below will be given a special prize of Rs 1,000 every month for the story adjudged as the best among the entries for the month. The stories received within the 10th of the every month will be scrutinized by a panel of renowned judges. The selected story will be published in the monthly magazine of the Ajir Asom.
Give us 38 LAC tickets, says Cong Minority Cell:
Guwahati: In a significant development, the Minority Cell of the Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) has demanded of the party high command to give tickets to candidates belonging to the religious minority communities in 38 Assembly constituencies of the State in the forthcoming elections on the basis of the population ratio. The Minority Cell claimed that in each of these 38 constituencies, the minorities consist about 45 percent or above of the total population.
Centre slams Assam Govt on PF default, says it's a criminal offence:
Guwahati: The Centre recently dispatched a letter to the state Government, pinpointing that more than 20 public sector undertakings in the State together owed an amount of Rs 18 to Rs 20 crore to the employees' provident fund. The State Government is depriving the employees of these PSUs of adequate means of social security by not contributing to the employees' provident fund, the letter said, adding that this is tantamount to a criminal offence.
Now, smart cards for driving licence holders:
Guwahati: The Assam Government will soon introduce computerized smart cards for the driving liscence holders to prevent forgery of driving licences. This will be one of the steps of the State Government to ensure safety on roads, Transport Minister Anjan Dutta said here on Jan 7. In the proposed system, all the transport offices in Assam will be interlinked with the help of satellite signals to ensure that only one licence is issued to a single person, he said and added that after the introduction of the system, all the driving licence holders would be brought under the new system. When an accident occurs due to the indiscretion of the driver, a mark will be made on his smart driving licence, the minister said, adding that there will be provisions for four such marks. When all the four marks are filled on account of accidents, the driving licence will automatically be terminated, Dutta said.
Mayoral election: notification issued:
Guwahati: The election of Guwahati Mayor and his deputy will be held on January 11 at the conference hall of the Mayor's office, Uzan Bazar in the city. A notification to this effect has been issued by the outgoing City Mayor Kushal Sharma whose term of office will expire on Jan 11. Copies of the notification have been sent to the Commissioner, Lower Assam Division, the Secretary, Guwahati Development Department and others.
News on 7th January '05
Are 'Assam Movement' days here again?; Prafulla, Bhrigu team up to oust Goswami:
Guwahati: The two 'architects' of regional politics in Assam, former Assam chief Minister Bhrigu Kumar Phukan, who had worked in close tandem as the then leaders of the All Assam Students' Union (AASU) during the tumultuous days of Assam agitation till the middle of the first term of the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) - led Government at Dispur, have joined hands on Jan 6 to, what they call, once again make the AGP the real people's party by putting an end to the 'dictatorial' way of functioning of present party president Brindaban Goswami. Mahanta and Phukan, accompanied by many AGP and former student leaders, met in the latter's Kharghuli residence in the city on Jan 6, discussed party matters for an hour and decided to put an end to Brindaban Goswami's 'weak leadership' of the AGP. They said that they would soon go for door-to door visits to reach out to the masses, and help the party get its lost glory back.
PLP founder Nibaran Bora passes away:
Guwahati: Octogenarian politician and one of the pioneers of the Assam movement, Mr Nibaran Bora on Jan 6 passed away at Borthakur Clinic here due to protracted illness. He had been suffering from asthmatic problems for the last four years, and admitted to the private hospital on Dec 26 following respiratory problems. He was 86. Bora was instrumental in shaping the historic six-year-long anti-foreigner movement in Assam and setting up of the Purbanchaliya Loka Parishad (PLP), an organization which had laid the basis of the agitation.
NWC rejects State women policy:
Guwahati: The National Commission for Women (NCW) has rejected the Assam State Policy for Women, 2004 which was released by the State Government recently. Chairperson of the Commission Dr Poornima Advani said here on Jan 6 that the State Government did not consult the State Commission for Women during the preparation of the policy, which was mandatory for the authorities.
Put elected council in place by May: Hagrama
Guwahati: BTC chief Hagrama Mohilary has demanded the State Government to hold council elections within May this year to restore full democracy in the Bodoland Territorial Area District. Mohilary also wanted the withdrawal of criminal cases against the former Bodo Liberation Tiger (BLT) cadres for smooth functioning of the BTC.
Fighting polio top priority, basic immunization poor:
Guwahati: Assam's healthcare scenario is disturbing to say the least. Even the basic immunization coverage against the common vaccine-preventable diseases is poor. After a polio case was detected at a sar area in Goalpara district last year, the State health authorities went on an overdrive in administering pulse polio doses. The pulse polio campaign was launched with much speed in Goalpara and its adjoining districts immediately after the detection of the case, and subsequently as many as four rounds of pulse polio drive was carried our across the State.
Volvos to wheel off from Jan 10:
Guwahati: The super fast Swedish-made Volvo buses will finally ply on the roads of the State from January 10. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi will inaugurate two daily services of the Volvo bus on Jan 10, which will originate from the city to Tinsukia and Lakhimpur respectively and back. Besides, two more services, from Guwahati to Kolkata and Tezpur to Kolkata, will be introduced within this month. Six Volvo buses, costing about Rs 65 lakh per bus, have already landed in the State with half-a-dozen more arriving later in the month. Meanwhile, the Assam State Transport Corporation has already decided to move the Centre to secure permission to run a Volvo service from Silchar to Kolkata via Bangladesh.
News on 6th January '05
Mahanta group confabulates on strategy:
Guwahati: In further indication of a deepening crisis in the Asom Gana Parishad, some party stalwarts, including former Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta and Bhrigu Kumar Phukan, convened a meeting here on Jan 5 in the absence of AGP president Brindaban Goswami and his aides. The meeting assumes significance in the light of the fact that the deadline set by the Mahanta camp for Goswami to reinstate the former Chief Minister in the party organization at the State level, expires by mid-January. Sources close to Mahanta said that the situation might turn volatile if the ban imposed by the party president against the former chief minister was not withdrawn till the deadline set. It was also reported that some of the Mahanta loyalists were busy in intense lobbying at various district and block levels to get the ban withdrawn before the deadline.
Work culture: onus on Govt employees:
Guwahati: The recent largesse announced by Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi for the five lakh-strong government workforce of the State has put the ball in the court of the employees with regard to the maintenance of a healthy work culture in the offices. It may be mentioned here that the State Government gifted a series of sops on the New Year's day to its employees, which ranged from raising the retirement age from 58 to 59 years with effect from January 1, increasing the remuneration for the casual employees from Rs 1,800 to 2,100 and regularizing the jobs of muster roll workers. Besides, the Chief Minister announced a six per cent hike in dearness allowance for the government employees at the 21 convention of the Sadou Asom Karmachari Parishad (SAKP) in Nagaon on Jan 4.
Gogoi sees off first Haji batch from NE:
Guwahati: Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, Jan 5 saw off the first batch of 252 Haj pilgrims of the North-east from the special terminal at the Lokapriya Gopinath Bardoloi International Airport here.
Minority group seek 25 Assembly seats:
Guwahati: The All Assam Linguistic Minorities Forum, a united platform of as many as half-a-dozen minority organizations, has demanded of the State Government to set up a 'Linguistic Minority Development Board' and ensure representations from various linguistic minority communities in the State Assembly in at least 25 Assembly segments in the Brahmaputra Valley.
Merge public sector insurance cos: employees
Guwahati: The All India Insurance Employees' Association (AIIEA) has demanded of the public sector insurance companies- the New India Insurance Company, the United India Insurance Company, the National Insurance Company and the Oriental Insurance Company - into one entity to strengthen the public sector insurance so that it can complete with the private players.
ATASU raps AASU on Xena:
Guwahati: The All Tai Ahom Students' Union (ATASU) vehemently opposed the Axom Xena which was formed recently by the All Assam Students' Union (AASU), and said that the Xena might pose a threat to the integrity among various ethnic groups of the State. The Tai Students' body announced that it would finalize an agitational programme at its executive committee meeting slated for January 9 at Dibrugarh in protest against the State Government's apathy towards its long-standing demands.
Namrup plant revamp costs Rs 160 crore:
Guwahati: The revamping of the Namrup fertilizer units in Assam has reported a cost over-run of nearly Rs 160 crore and a time delay of 34 months. The latest completion date expired on the December 31. A report of the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation, which is monitoring the central major and mega projects costing Rs 100 crore and above, said that the physical progress achieved by Namrup in September was nearly 97 per cent.
British Upper House members meet Gogoi:
Guwahati: Members of the British House of Lords, Navaneet Dholakia and Lady Ann met Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi here on Jan 4 and urged him to take adequate measures t project the State outside the country as a major tourist destination. They praised the rich cultural heritage of the State and were of the view that the State had all the qualities to emerge as the most sought-after tourist destination.
CS Exam submission dates extended:
Guwahati: The UPSC has extended the last dates for receipt of applications for the Civil Service Examination, 2005, keeping in view the large-scale disruption on account of tsunami affecting certain parts of the country. For candidates residing abroad and certain specified remote areas the last date has been extended to Jan 17 and for those residing in India except certain specified remote areas, the last date is Jan 10.
News on 5th January '05
Extension of retirement age; Govt to cough up Rs 110 cr extra yearly:
Guwahati: With the extension of the retirement age limit of its employees by the Assam Government, about 11,000 employees have been benefited, but the State exchequer has to cough up Rs 110 crore annually. The State Government spends about Rs 1 lakh annually on an average on an employee, and its total staff strength is about five lakh, half of which are in the Education Department alone.
Ramesh P Singh: Don't panic; US-based scientist tones down quake warning:
Guwahati: A US-based scientist who was quoted on Saturday as having come up with a quake warning for Assam on Jan 4 said that so far no techniques are available which can predict or provide early information about an earthquake. Dr. Ramesh P.Singh, from the Centre for Earth Observing and Space Research (CEOSR), George Mason University in Virginia, US, however, said in a statement received by this writer that earthquakes are bound to occur along the plate boundary which runs from Kashmir to Assam, and Assam to Sumatra.
Bhudeb Basumatary passes away:
Guwahati: Bhudeb Basumatary, Secretary of the state Health and Family Welfare Department, died in a nursing home in the city in the afternoon on Jan 4. he was 54. Basumatary Anuradha and son Kuldeep. Basumatary, an IAS officer, served in various capacities under the State Government during his career.
New tourism schemes to rope in educated youths:
Guwahati: The Department of Tourism Assam, in association with the State Bank of India (SBI), has introduced a self-help tourism scheme with name 'Chief Minister's Self-Help Tourism Scheme, 2004', from this year as an innovative step to involve the educated youth in tourism sector in the State, and make Assam a tourist-friendly destination, both in domestic as well as overseas tourism markets.
News on 4th January '05
Assam seismologists decline to accept US expert warning; Experts dismiss Assam quake fears:
Guwahati: Experts have said that there is no scientific basis to ascertain the news that the shock waves of the devastating earthquake that rocked Sumatra in Indonesia on Dec 26, have been moving towards the north-western direction in which Assam lies. Professor MM Saikia, Head of the Centre for Natural Disaster Management at the Assam Administrative Staff College and an expert on Seismology, said that north-eastern India and Myanmar are seismologically very active as stress has been accumulating due to the movement of the Indo-Australian and Eurasian plates at the rate of 5 cm per year. The Bureau of Indian Code has placed the North-east at Zone V along with Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh which are the most earthquake-prone.
Two flights from city for Hajis from Jan 5:
Guwahati: Air flights for Haj pilgrims of the north-eastern States have been introduced for the first time from the Lokpriya Gopinath Bardoloi International Airport in the city. As many as 1,709 pilgrims from the region will embark on two daily flights, which will be operated by Air India up to Kolkata, in batches of 120 passengers each from January 5 to 13 (except January 7 and 10). From Kolkata the pilgrims will take a direct flight to Jeddah.
Task Force rejects dredging proposal:
Guwahati: In what could help the government find a lasting solution to the flood and erosion problems of the State, the Task Force formed by the Prime Minister to look into the twin problem, has submitted its report to the Centre.
Quake: Assam in no hurry to get gadgets:
Guwahati: Believe it or not, it always takes a disaster like tsunami to get the State Government going for acquiring sophisticated equipment to deal with the aftermath of a probable disaster. Alerted by European weather pundits, the administration seems to have claimed to have geared up to face any kind of eventually after a probable disaster but it is sure to have been lagging behind in terms of technology. Sources at the fire fighting squad here said, neither the department nor the government is equipped enough to deal with a massive earthquake. The State Fire fighting squad is yet to acquire sophisticated equipment to face eventualities in the city and elsewhere in the State.
News on 3rd January '05
Assam sounds quake alert, 7-day training exercise begins on Jan 1:
Don't panic, we're fully geared up: CM
Guwahati: After all, quake predictions in Assam, located within the world's sixth major quake-prone zone, cannot be ignored. A day after American scientists warned that a major earthquake could hit Assam, the state Government agencies to work out contingency disaster management plans in the event of an earthquake jolting the State. Agencies like the police, the Health Department, fire fighters, Civil Defence and Home Guards and the district administration have been asked to be ready to deal with any eventuality.
CM opens Athgaon flyover:
Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi inaugurated the Rupkonwar Jyotiprasad Agarwalla flyover at Athgaon area in the city on Jan 2. On the occasion he also announced the names of the two upcoming flyovers at the Bhangagarh and Guwahati Club areas.
New technique to boost bell metal industry:
Guwahati: In what might be a major boost to the traditional bell metal industry of Assam, scientist at the Institute of Advanced Study in Science and Technology (IASST) have come up with a novel technique which could help in retaining the glaze of the metal for longer period of time. The project initiated by Dr Jayanti Chutia of the Material Science Department of the IASST about two years has started yielding results and would be soon for commercial productions. The technique, known as sputtering system was developed under plasma technology but this is the first time that it is being used in terms of belle metal.
Cultural fest Alcheringa at IITG from Jan 7:
Guwahati: Alcheringa, the annual cultural festival of the Indian Institute of Technology, Guwahati (IITG), will be celebrated at the institute campus here from January 7 to 9. The highlight of this year's celebrations will be the performance of santoor maestro Pandit Bhajan Sapori. Pandit Sukhmoy Banerjee (tabla), rock band Mother Jane from Cochin and playback singer KK also feature in the programmes of the event.
Youth Hostel movement a failure in State:
Guwahati: The Centre's dream to provide the young generation with homes away from home though the chain of Youth Hostels has surely failed in Assam. At least a visit to the four Youth Hostels in the state is a clear indication of that. The chain of hostels, set up as part of the Youth Hostel movement that started in Mysore in 1949, is also aimed at building better cooperation among the youth from different states.
News on 2nd January '05
Mamoni meets jailed ULFA leaders on talks:
Guwahati: Noted litterateur and Jnanpith Award winner Dr Mamoni Raisom Goswami on Jan 1 met political adviser of the ULFA Bhimkanta Buragohain alias Mama, vice chairman Pradip Gogoi and publicity secretary Mithinga Daimary at the district jail here to discuss the future course of the action in regard to the peace process which she had initiated to bring the proscribed ULFA to the negotiation table with the Government of India.
CM's new year bonanza for citizens, employees:
Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi announced two major incentives for the State Government employees as well as the people of the State on the New Year's day on Jan 1. The retirement age of all government employees has been raised from the current 58 years to 59 years with effect from Jan 1. Besides, the Assam Government has decided to cover all citizens of the State, aged up to 90 years, under free health and accident insurance schemes, titled 'Chief Minister's Jeevan Jyoti Insurance Scheme' from April 1.
Rs 2-cr aid for tsunami victims:
Guwahati: The Assam Government has decided to donate Rs 2 crore to the Prime Minister's Relief Fund towards the aid of the tsunami victims. Making this announcement here on Jan 1, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi said that in addition to this, all donations to the Chief Minister's Relief Fund for the month of January would be transferred to the Prime Minister's Relief Fund. The Chief Minister also appealed to the State Government employees to contribute their one day's salary towards the relief of the tsunami victims.
News on 1st January '05
Kalam stresses on poverty alleviation, river linking:
Guwahati: President Dr APJ Abdul Kalam on Dec 31 appealed to the new generation of the nation to work hard to alleviate poverty from India by increasing the gross domestic product (GDP). He was participating at the concluding function of the 12th National Children's Science Congress (NCSC) at Judges' Field here on Dec 31. Addressing the child scientists and others, Dr Kalam said: "Science is a beautiful thing, and full of creativity, proper educational environment and natural beauty are the prerequisites. Creativity finally gives science," he said.
Gogoi: We've changed people's mindset:
Guwahati: The main aim of the Assam Government in 2005 will be the economic development of the State. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi said that the thrust areas of his Government in the coming year would be education, health, roads and generation of self-employment opportunities. "There will be no compromise on the quality of education either in the appointment of teachers or in the selection of subjects" the Chief Minister said, adding that the participation of the private sector is also welcome to raise the educational standards in the State. Gogoi said that some subjects in the college and university curricula had become irrelevant, and that there was a need to introduce new subjects. The Government will form a high-powered committee within a month to decide on the suitability of new subjects, the Chief Minister said. "We will increase the grants to colleges which introduce new subjects and slash the funds for colleges which stick to older and irrelevant subjects", Gogoi said.
Bangkok flights start on Dec 31:
Guwahati: Indian Airlines (IA) will provide international connectivity to Guwahati by introducing a direct twice-a-week flight to Bangkok from Jan 1, an IA release states. Guwahati will become the eight station in India to be linked to the Thai capital, the others being Kolkata, Delhi, Chennai, Hyderabad, Bangalore, Jaipur and Gaya.
Golf course in city mooted to woo tourists:
Guwahati: With the reintroduction of the Guwahati-Bangkok flight from Jan 1, the Department of tourism, Assam is actively considering to put in place a 250 -bigha golf course in the city. The project, if implemented along with the state-of-the-art golf infrastructure, can boost tourist flow, both domestic and foreign, to the State to a great extent by diverting the present flow of golf tourists to Thailand and Singapore towards Assam.
Assam Valley Award for Lakshmi Nandan Bora:
Guwahati: Noted novelist, academician and journalist Dr Lakshmi Nandan Bora has been chosen as the winner of the prestigious Assam Valley Literary Award for 2004. the former Axom Xahitya Xabha president will formally receive the award for lifetime achievement at a function in the city in March next year. On receiving the news on Dec 31, Dr Bora told that he had received one award after another during his literary career.
Pranab Barua Award to Neelpawan Barua:
Guwahati: Noted artist Neelpawan Barua has been selected for the Pranab Barua Art Award for 2004. Mr Barua, a graduate from Kalabhawan at Shanti Niketan under Viswa Bharati University and Sriniketan, has been contributing immensely to the field of art in the State. Award will be presented to the renowned artist in the city on Feb 22 next, the birth date of artist late Pranab Barua. The Award contains a trophy, a citation and Rs 25,000. 
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