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	SATYABRATA, SUPARNA GRABS THE LIMELIGHT 

Mirza played hosts to the 29th All Assam Weightlifting Championships recently. The Championship, which was conducted by the Kamrup District Physical Culture Association under the aegis of Assam Weightlifting Association, was held at the Mirza Puja Mandap premises.

Around 60 lifters from different districts of Assam, took part in the Championship. The meet was inaugurated by Mr. Pranab Kalita, MLA Palashbari. In the competition proper, Satyabrata Gogoi of Sibsagar, and Suparna Sutradhar, were adjudged the best men and women lifter of the meet.

Later speaking exclusively to Vedanti.com, Satyabrata, savouring his triumph said, "I am elated with my fare. I had trained hard for this meet and I just hope, that I can continue with my good run in the future meets".

Answering to a query about the lack of infrastructure facilities in this neck of wood for weightlifting, Gogoi opined that, the standards of this sport can only improve if better facilities are accorded to the lifters here. "Unless the Government takes the initiative to upgrade the standards of weightlifting here, we cannot do much in terms of churning out good results at the national level meets". Suparna, adjudged the best lifter in the meet said that, she was not surprised with her show here. " The amount of hard work I have put in, I would have been very surprised if I would have not bagged this title", Suparna asserts with an air of confidence.

Suparna harbours the hope that more girls here would take up this sport. "Although I bagged this title I am not happy with the lack of competition in my weight categories. I really want tough competition every weight category, then only a title like this is worth ".

The Honourary Secretary of Assam Weightlifting Association, Ramen Das, was pleased with the way the meet was conducted. " Despite Mirza being a remote pocket I am happy that the organisers have taken the trouble of hosting this meet, that too in a smooth manner ".

When asked whether AWA is doing anything to set up any permanent Gyms for the budding lifters, Das said that, there is no such plan as yet. "See, setting up of a gym entails huge expenditure and, for that we need assistance from the Government as well as from the corporate houses. Once there is some headway on this front, we can think on the lines of setting up a gym, Das quipped.

Mr. D. N. Saikia, Home Secretary, Govt. of Assam was the chief guest at the closing prize distribution ceremony. Dr. Phani Sarma and Basanta Das were others to grace the closing function.

RESULTS - WOMEN

48 KG CLASS

1st-Suparna Sutradhar (Karimganj)

2nd-Minti Gogoi (Ghy)

53 KG CLASS

1st-Puspa Borgohain (Sib)

2nd-Sikhamoni Borkakoti (Dhubri)

58 KG CLASS

1st-Nandita Borgohain (SIB)

2nd-Munni Dutta (Nalbari)

RESULTS - MEN

56 KG CLASS

1st-Satyabrata Gogoi (Sibsagar)

2nd-Akhim Boro (Sai)

3rd-Alakesh Baruah (Dhansiri)

62 KG CLASS

1st-Khalid Ali (Ghy)

2nd-Ritu Gogoi (Sibsagar)

3rd-Kumar Deka (Darrang)

69 KG CLASS

1st-Bakul Roy (Sai)

2nd-Suren Bora (Sonitpur)

3rd-Kumar Deka (Karimganj)

77 KG CLASS

1st-Jogendra Phukan (Sibsagar)

2nd-Krishna Bora (Ghy)

3rd-Palash Barua (Dibrugarh)

85 KG CLASS

1st-Malin Das (Ghy)

2nd-Dipak Baruah (Jorhat)

94 KG CLASS

1st-Sankar Bora (Ghy)

2nd-Dipak Barua 

Suhrid Barua
COPS, SAI Boys hold sway in all Assam Boxing 

For years, Bokakhat has been a sleepy town going through its domestic chores in a soporific manner. Things aren't the same anymore. There is that hustle and bustle about this mofussil township, which is known more for the age-old sweet "Pera". But recently, Bokakhat was beehive of activity as it played hosts to the 17th All Assam Inter-District Amateur Boxing Championships and the 2nd Women's Championships respectively, at the Bokakhat Natya Mandir campus, from September 2-5. The four day extravaganza, saw around 176 pugilists from 14 districts battling it out against each other.

The meet was inaugurated by local MLA Jiten Gogoi. Pugilists from Assam Police and S.A.I Guwahati swept the stakes, while promising lads from Golaghat, Dibrugarh, Sibsagar and Kamrup, shone in patches.

It may be mentioned that, Bokakhat got its Affiliation from All Assam Amateur Boxing Association(AABA) only this year and it goes the credit of the organizers Bokakhat district Boxing Association (BDBA) that they are hosting a meet of such magnitude during its first year of its affiliation.

The Women Boxers did their bit in lending more colour to this meet. The Bronze medal winner at the Inaugural National Women's Boxing meet at Chennai last year, Kalpana Choudhury of NEC (North East Coal field Margherita) had little problem in disposing off her below par opponents. The way she boxed in the final bout against Kakumoni Bora, of Jorhat, does seem to suggest that she has all the weapons in her armoury that can devastate an opponent. Another girl from NEC, Jennifer Daniel, also impressed. Jennifer, who missed the Bronze at the last Chennai Nationals by a whisker, also showcased her powers in the Ring. Her final bout against Bima Bora, of Sibsagar, was a lop-sided affair as she completely demolished her opponent with her skillful techniques.

In the senior category, some of the best bouts were witnessed. Chanakya Gogoi, of SAI Guwahati, took on Birbal Chetry, of Assam Police. The bout undoubtedly one of the best in the meet, saw both the Boxers, rapidly throwing punches at each other. Chanakya Gogoi, who recently donned the India colours in the Bradenburg Cup in Germany, was in the end too good for Birbal, who despite Chanakya's stock as a top-flight boxer, fought tooth and nail. It was Chanakya's day as he finished off his style unleashing two potent right hooks in the dying seconds of the bout.

Some of the Assam Police Boxers performed well. Binoy Thapa, (Featherweight), David Hmar (Bantamweight), Sishumoni Gogoi (Light Fly-Weight), Arbina Gogoi, stood out with their performances.

Such was the dominance of Assam Police Boxers in the seniors category that they bagged seven of the ten titles on offer.

In the Junior category, Deepak Saikia, of SAI Guwahati, fared creditably. Another talented bloke, Raju Das, also lived upto his reputation as he completely outboxed Uttam Boro, of Kamrup, in the final. Raju Das along with Deepak Saikia, are one of the most promising Boxers from SAI, Guwahati.

The closing day activities wound up with a cultural evening as well. The traditional Bihu dance was performed and some hit numbers were belted out by local singers. In all, the meet was a howling success.

The next edition of the meet would be held in Tinsukia.

AABA President Kalika Kanta Boro, told vedanti.com that, he was happy with the way the meet was conducted. "Bokakhat as you know got affiliation from AABA only this year and to organise such a meet during the first year of its affiliation is indeed creditable." He goes on, "BDBA had faced lot of obstacles in organising this meet but they managed to overcome it with lot of grit and determination". He was pretty chuffed with the fare of the boys. "The bouts were of top quality. One sided bouts were very few and far between". AABA Secretary, Deben Gogoi, also appeared satisfied with the conduct of the meet. "Apart from the inclement weather, I have no complaints to make". Hopefully many more new talents would emerge from this meet.

Suhrid Barua
Meteoric Rise of Zakaria Zuffri 
Left-handers invariably have a silken touch about the way they compile their runs. There's that languid grace or touch of artistry about their batting, that sets them apart from the rest . No way, one is trying to suggest that they are head and shoulders above the right-handers but they are an absolute treat to watch, when in full flow. Assam's Ranji Skipper, Zakaria Zuffri belongs to such brigade of batters, who with their lazy elegance, often garner runs with effortless ease rather than through power-packed shots. Born on March 2nd, 1975, in Guwahati, Zakaria took cricket seriously during his schooling days in DonBosco, Guwahati. Initially, it was sort of a passing interest for him, that soon turned into a passion for this strokeful southpaw, who has often delivered for his side when the going has been tough.

As he blossomed through the ranks, Zakaria began to make an impression in the Assam Junior Cricket Circuit. He turned out for his school in the Abhay Shankar Inter-School Tourneys and stood out with his consistent performances. Gradually, as his performances made all sit up and took notice of him, Zakaria was inducted in the Assam Team for the Vijay Merchant Trophy in 1989. By now, he was making giant leaps and two years later in 1991, Zakaria made it to the Assam's Ranji side at the age of 16.

When queried about his most memorable performance, Zakaria rates his 146 against Orissa and his 33 against South Zone in the Duleep trophy, last season as his best. "Talking of that knock of 146 it came against a very formidable Orissa attack. The Cameo knock of 33, I got for east zone, against Southzone came against an attack which had the likes of Venkatesh Prasad and Sunil Joshi in its ranks. So obviously, that has to be the best as it came under adverse conditions." Reacting to a query, whether Cricketers from this neck of the woods get a raw deal when it comes to selection of the National side, Zakaria believes, it is performance only that counts and nothing else. " I don't think our guys are given a cold shoulder by the selectors. It's just that we have to play more top-notch sides and perform against them. To do that, we have to play in the knock-out stage more often as that is only way we can rub shoulders with top-flight domestic teams."

Among the bowlers he had faced in the domestic circuit, Zakaria rates, Srinath very highly. " In my book Srinath is the most difficult bowler to negotiate. He has so much variety and he is always at you and going after him is never easy."

Zakaria, who has graduated through the ranks with improper infrastructure facilities, is however, sanguine about the future of Assam cricket, now, that the Academy has come into being. "I am sure more quality blokes would emerge in the near future. Systematic training and proper diet can only help to churn out better Cricketers", he opined.

That's Zakaria Zuffri, a soul who has an air of confidence that invariably gets reflected in the cricket field.

Suhrid Barua
Regional Rewind 
New AOA Body
After a hiatus of seven years, the Assam Olympic Association convened a meeting at Nagaon recently, whereas a new body was elected. The General meeting was held under the Presidentship of Durga Das Boro.

The new committee elected Assam Chief Minister, Tarun Gogoi, as its new President, and Rajen Gohain (MP), Anjan Dutta (Minister), Santosh Mohan Dev (MP), Gautam Bora (MLA), Capt. Robin Bordoloi (MLA), Satyen Bora, Bhubaneshwar Kalita (MLA), Phani Sarma, Kedar Mour and Lila Gogoi were elected for the posts of Vice President. All these souls got elected uncontested. Assam Basketball Association, General Secretary, Mukut Medhi, was elected General Secretary, defeating his rival Munin Nabis. Bhumidhar Barman, Omar Rashid, Anup Choudhury, Debajit Dutta were elected as Joint Secretaries, while, Zahurul Haque, Dhansingh Rongpi, Tapan Das, Pranab Saikia and Raj Kakoti, were elected as Assistant Secretaries.

The newly elected President would nominate three associate Vice Presidents and twenty-seven executive members.

One just hopes that AOA would go on an overdrive as far as its activities are concerned, and, not go into a deep slumber as, the earlier body did precious little to upgrade the standards of sports in Assam which have dipped in menacing proportions.

Body building meet
The Guwahati district Body Building Championships will be held here on September 23. The Guwahati team (40 years) will be selected from this meet for the State Championships to be held at Barpeta, in October.

Assam Power lifting meet named
A six member Power-lifting team will take part in the Senior National Power-lifting meet to be held at Tatanagar, next month. The team members are- Krishna Kanta Das, Diganta Khanikar, Putul Saikia, Jitu Khan, Tutumoni Gogoi, Rina Borgohain, and officials include Pradip Das and PK Bhowmick.

Chakramoni Basumutary, no more
Former State soccer player, Chakramoni Basumutary, kissed the bucket at the NF Railway Hospital, Maligaon recently. He was 50 during the time of his demise. An employee of NF Railway, Basumutary donned State colors in 1968-69 and also turned out for the young Blue club for several years in the seventies. Surely, Assam Football will be poorer by his untimely demise, and, not only that, he has left a void that will be difficult to fill.

Chanakya back from Germany
Assam's Chanakya Gogoi, returned home, after a month long training-cum-Competition trip to Germany. The talented pugilist took part in the Bradenburg Cup and failed to make a podium finish. Despite his rehearsals in competitions proper, Chanakya has shown immense promise during his stint in Germany. He incidentally, was the first pugilist from Assam to play for the nation. It may be mentioned here that, Chanakya had won the gold medal in the Sub Junior National Championship in 1999 and, is touted in this neck of the woods, as a Boxer of huge potential. Hopefully, we would hear more about his exploits in future.

National Body Building in Guwahati
Big time Body Building returns to Guwahati, as it plays hosts to the 25th Senior National Arm-Wrestling Championships to be conducted here at the Rabindra Bhawan Auditorium, on September 17 and 18. Around 250 Arm-wrestlers from 18 States are vying for Top Honors in 22 weight categories. President of Assam Arm Wrestling Association, P Dutta, informed at the media-briefing that, since this is silver jubilee edition of the meet, elaborate efforts are on, to organize the Championships in a grandiose manner. It may be mentioned here that, this is not the first time Assam is holding this meet. The meet was successfully held in 1987, 1992 and 1995.

Dutta, further added that, weights of the participants will be taken on September. Speaking exclusively to Vedanti.com, Dutta spelt out that AAWA is doing everything it can to raise funds for the smooth conduct of this meet. He further apprised that, states like Mizoram, Meghalaya, West Bengal, Tripura, Punjab, Kerala, Arunachal Pradesh and a couple of other states, have also confirmed their participation.

Sarita sparkles in Bangkok
Manipur's L. Sarita, scripted history when she made it to the finals of the Asian Women's Boxing Championships, held at Bangkok, recently. Against all odds, Sarita dished out wonderful fighting qualities to roll over many fancied opponents enroute to the final. In the final, Sarita fought tooth and nail before being edged out, by her Chinese rival. It did appear that, the groveling encounters in the earlier rounds had sapped her of energy in the finals and that could be a reason why she couldn't win the summit clash. 

 

NEWS IN SHORT
Anshuman is Back
Assam's Junior Tennis Ace, Anshuman Dutta, is back after a month long trip to Europe. The Assam whiz-kid was a part of the Indian team that embarked on an ITF sponsored Exposure-Cum-Competition trip to France, Germany, Belgium and Holland. In the competitions proper, Anshuman did win a few early rounds in both the Singles and Doubles event, but failed to make it to the summit clash in any of these meets. Surely, Anshuman has acquired valuable international exposure which will stand him in good stead for the future.

I-D meet at Goalpara
The 9th Inter-District Junior Women's Hockey Championships will be held at Goalpara, from September 28 to 30th. This was informed by the AWHA office bearers. It may be mentioned here that, the newly formed body of AWHA, convened its executive body meeting on August 22nd last. The meeting voiced concern over the waning state of Assam Women's Hockey and proposed to develop infrastructure facilities. The newly formed body goaded the district units to work at the grassroots level, so that promising talents could be groomed in a proper manner.

Omkar claims NEC title
Omkar Jyoti Nath, clinched the Men's Singles title in the North-east open Carom Championships, which concluded at Guwahati recently. In a Needle contest, Omkar accounted for local lad, Ahsan Ali, 14-25, 25-18, 25-9.

In the Men's Doubles event, which was included at the eleventh hour, saw Jorhat Duo of Manoharlal Gupta and Prasanta Hazarika, emerging champions piping Jayanta Das and Ajit Das 25-21, 18-25, 25-18, in an absorbing final. Later, Sports Minister, Gautam Roy, attended the closing function as the Chief Guest, and gave away the prizes. 

Assam Girls shine
Assam girls brought glory to Assam, winning eight Medals, including two Gold medals in the National Bench Press Championships, held at Titlagarh, Orissa recently.

Manorama Rabha (44 KG) and Tutumoni Gogoi (82.5 KG) won gold medals, while Chandrika Dey (48 KG), Rina Borgohain (67.5 KG), Jonali Chutia (60 KG), and Mintu Gogoi (44 KG) claim the silver medals for Assam. Shikhamoni Barkakoty (52 KG) and Puspa Borgohain (56 KG), were the Bronze medal winners in the meet. 

Assam Official in AIFF Competition Committee
Assam Football Association Vice President, Ankur Dutta, has been nominated as a member of the All India Football Federation Competition Committee. A resident of Jorhat, Dutta happens to be the only member from the State to be nominated to the said Committee.

Guwahati Club to set up Cricket Academy
Guwahati based Navarang Club, has proposed to set up a Cricket Academy with 20 youngsters, under-12 years. The Academy will be started at the Barowari Bra Railway Colony Ground soon.

Former Assam Ranji Stalwarts, namely, Badal Thakur, Aswini Rajbonshi, Ratul Das, Munna Kakoty, Naba Konwar, Khagen Deka, Arun Kalita, Prafulla Kalita, Dilip Baruah and Rajib Rajbonshi, will impart coaching to the Academy-wards. 

All Assam Athletics' meet in Dhekiajuli
The All Assam Inter District Athletic meet, will be held at Dhekiajuli from October 6 to 9th. The meet is being organised by the Dhekiajuli sports Association on behalf of Tezpur District Sports Association. Altogether, 140 events will be held for boys and girls, under - 14, 16, 18, 20 years of age, together with the Men's and Women's. The organisers have requested All Districts Teams to assemble at Dhekiajuli, in the morning of October, so that the conduct of the meet could go on swimmingly. The meet also assumes significance, as the State team for the forthcoming nationals will be picked from this meet. 

I-D Body Building meet at Guwahati
The Guwahati Inter-District Body Building meet, will be held here from September 23rd. All the Guwahati Teams - Junior, Senior and Masters (above 40 years) will be hand-picked for the State Championships to be held at Barpeta, in October.

ACA secretary sees a bright future for Assam cricket : interview with Nandan Bezbaruah
He played for Ranji Trophy and served the state with distinction. Now that he has hanged up his cricketing boots, he now is trying his best to give something to the game that has given him his everything. Meet Nandan Bezbaruah, the honorary secretary, Assam Cricket Association, a soul who has been tied up with overseeing the running of the newly launched Assam Cricket Academy.

Bezbaruah spoke to Vedanti.com in an exclusive interview.

Q: First of all the (ACA) Assam Cricket Academy has come up, has there been any problem in generating funds for running of this academy?
Ans: For the first phase of this academy, we needed about Rs. 5 lakhs, and with that money managed, we had completed the first phase of this academy. We surely will need more funds in the long run and for that we have approached the corporate houses, and we are hopeful that some of them would lend their helping hand towards us.

Q: Initially you had selected over fifty boys for this camp but has been pruned down to 29. What necessitated you to cut down on the number of trainees?
Ans.: See we did select about fifty boys for the initial phase of this camp but after seeing the poor fitness levels of a number of boys we had to do another screening to select the best lot. Some boys were also axed because of indiscipline. See we cannot compromise on quality and that is why we made it absolutely sure that only the best ones are absorbed in the academy.

Q: Talking of the last season we saw Assam had the upper hand over Karnataka in Ranji quarter final tie, when they secured a slender first innings lead. But instead of going for the kill we just fell apart. Do you think our players lack the killer instinct or do you think they are not mentally tough?
Ans.: I totally agree with you. Our boys need to work on this aspect of the game. Unless they are mentally tough, it's highly unlikely of them, to win matches in pressure -cooker situations.

Q: It was also seen that skipper Zakaria Zuffri wasn't keeping wickets last season owing to some injury. Don't you think, keeping wickets would have helped him to earn a place in the national side as India need at least one quality opener?
Ans.: You have hit the nail on the head. During the last couple of seasons, there has been lot of chopping and changing for the keepers slot. M.S.K Prasad, Vijay Dahia and now Sameer Dighe. Had Zakaria been keeping the wickets, I am sure, he would have been a front-runner for the keepers berth as he is also a quality opening batsman. Even today India is searching for a decent opener, who could give solidity at the top of the order with Das (Siv Sunder Das), and I think that, Zakaria would have fit the bill, had he been keeping wickets.

Q: ACA has roped in out-station players for some years now. Do you think recruiting more high-profile cricketers would do more good to the Assam side then bringing average out-station cricketers we had last year?
Ans: You are right. But you must be happy to know that we have approached Sunil Joshi of Karnataka, S. Sarath of Tamil Nadu for the coming season. We had preliminary talks with them and are hopeful of roping in Joshi and Sarath.

Q: Last season we saw Javed Zaman being included in the Boards President XI side against the touring Aussies. Don't you think that a time has come when our players are beginning to catch the eye of the selectors?
Ans.: After years of neglect we are finally seeing some light at the end of the tunnel. Zamans inclusion in the Board President XI side definitely augurs well for Assam, not only that, four Assam bowlers- Gautam Dutta, Mrigen Talukdar, Mark Ingti and Javed Zaman will be under going training at MRF pace foundation.

Q: Finally Mr. Bezbaruah, how do you see the state of Assam Cricket in the coming five years or so?
Ans.: During this period I am absolutely sure that three or four boys from Assam would don national colours. Let there be no doubt left about it. At large I reckon Assam cricket would grow from strength to strength and emerge as potent cricketing force on the domestic circuit.

Suhrid Barua 

Ray of hope Angshuman Dutta 

He is the best thing to have happened to Assam Tennis. He is a bundle of energy, and his exploits on court has won him many admirers even at this early stage of his career. Meet Angshuman Dutta, a talented lad who has made all and everyone to sit up and take notice of him. Such has been his dominance in the under 14 category, that he invariably rolls over his opponents in every tournament he takes part in the national circuit.

Born in 1987, Angshuman took to tennis from the early age of five at the NETF tennis complex, Dispur. It was here that he learnt his basics and today looking back, Angshuman has lot of good things to say about the NETF. " I learnt my ABC of tennis at NETF, and whatever little I have achieved so far in my career, NETF has played a huge part in my success".

Angshuman first tried his hand at the National level when he took part in the Sriram Open in 1996, but his performance wasn't anything to write back home about. "I was very raw then. I got overawed by the occasion and failed to deliver. I failed to qualify for the main draw, and the tournament taught me quite a few valuable lessons", Angshuman hardly trying to give an excuse for the poor show there.

Angshuman who is India`s number 1 in the under 14 event, has a vice-like grip over this event. The year 2000 has been one dream for him, as he won four high-profile AITA titles at Patna, Delhi, Chennai and at Gawahati. Angshuman apart from riding a crest in the junior circuit, is fortuitous enough to have attended coaching clinics under some stalwarts of Indian tennis. "I have attended camps under the likes of Ramesh Krishnan, Akhtar Ali, Nandan Bal and Anwar Ali. They all had a huge influence on my career". Angshuman went overseas for the first time when he donned the Indian colors in the Asian Junior tennis meet held at Colombo, Sri Lanka, early this year. Thereafter he went to Malaysia and Indonesia to play in a couple of ITF meets, but finished runners up in both the meets. "I was trifle unlucky to lose in both the finals at Kualalumpur and at Jakarta. Even then it was a good learning experience for me", quipped Angshuman. Currently Angshuman is on a European tour for a training-cum exposure trip. The trip which is being sponsored by ITF, is an excellent opportunity for Angshuman to garner valuable international exposure. Just before leaving for France, Angshuman has this to say to VEDANTI.COM. "I have been practicing hard in recent times and hope I can give a good account of myself on this tour".

May Angshuman scale new heights and bring more glory to Assam.

Suhrid Barua 

Ibomcha Singh- Man with the Midas touch 

The whole of India especially the people of the North-East erupted with joy when an unsung pugilist, by the name of Dingo Singh scripted history as he won the boxing gold at the 1998 Bangkok ASIAD. Amidst all the brouhaha of his monumental triumph, the contribution of his coach who really moulded him into what he is today, had largely gone unnoticed.

Not that he was carving for hype and hoopla that goes with such a historic triumph. He was perfectly happy having done his bit in churning out the first Indian boxer to win a gold at Bangkok.

Meet Ibomcha Singh, the man who guided Dingo Singh through thick and thin and fine tuned him into a boxer of mettle.

Ibomcha, who was in Guwahati recently had a one on one with vedanti.com and talked about the various facets of this sports.

Ibomcha showers praise on his protégé Dingo Singh when queried about him. "Dingo is very hard working. Even today despite being a star he owes all his success to me".

When quizzed as to why Dingo failed to bag a medal at the Sydney Olympics, Ibomcha is quick to point out that it was his niggling hand injury which deterred him from giving his full best. " Dingo lost to a Ukrainian boxer who I feel was a very average pugilist. I have no doubt that had Dingo been fully fit for the Olympics he would have easily defeated him", again profuse compliments from his mentor.

On the glowing blaise attitude shown towards the pugilist of the North-East, Ibomcha says that nothing much can be done unless there is more representation of North-East officials in IABF. "See our boxers are often on the receiving end when it comes to team selection and other things. This can only end when we can have more of our officials in IABF", Ibomcha as his wont calls a spade a spade.

Ibomcha makes no bones about the fact that nepotism and dirt politics rule the roots in Indian boxing . "To be very candid you don't have to be the best boxer and the time to be in the Indian team. You need strong backing and since we have less representation in IABF, boxers of this region are invariably given a cold shoulder."

Ibomcha is sanguine that more Dingkos would emerge in the near future from Manipur , "There are some real raw talents in Manipur who if nurtured properly would do wonders for the nation. It is just a question of tapping their talent and once that is done all things would automatically fall in place."

That's Ibomcha Singh for you, a soul who likes to wear his heart in his sleeve.

Assam Tennis  Sensational Run : Varsha Dutta 

At a place where infrastructure facilities are far from ideal this young girl has done wonders of late. She has captured the attention of all and sundry with her scintillating run on the Junior Tennis Circuit. Meet Varsha Dutta, the diminutive lass from Assam who has been letting her game do all the talking. Winning two AITA titles on the trot at Bhubaneshwar and at Guwahati Varsha is confidence personified. 'It feels great to be on a roll. I have put in a lot of hard work for the couple of seasons and it is beginning to pay off'.

Born in Kolkata in 1989 Varsha took to serious Tennis from the age of nine. Slowly and gradually she progressed through the ranks and soon she was making her presence felt.

It must be said though that she has healthy rivalry with Kasturi Verma, another exciting talent on the Junior Assam Tennis Circuit. Varsha calls a spade when she asserts that she has won most occasions with Kasturi. 'Yeah, both of us share a healthy rivalry and at the same time have great regard for each other. She is a good practice partner to practice with'.

When quizzed on the areas she needs to work on, Varsha is frank enough to admit that, she has flaws which she needs to rectify if she has to become a more accomplished player. 'My backhand isn't that good and as I play mostly from the baseline, my serve and volley game needs some serious attention.'

Varsha also rues the fact that players in this neck of the woods can't practice through the year due to seasonal monsoon. 'We can seriously practice only from the month of say October to April. After that it's not possible to go through our training sessions.'

Varsha also hopes that more synthetic courts will come up here. 'Here we play mostly on clay courts but most of the big domestic meets are held on synthetic surfaces. As we don't have any synthetic surface here we often struggle. There is also paucity of grass courts here but then most national meets are not held on grass. Even then we should be accustomed to all kinds of playing surfaces'.

When asked about who is her role model 'Steffi Graf' comes the answer pronto. She not only dreams of playing like Steffi Graf but also wants to win the Wimbledon like Steffi for her country. 'I know its a tall order. So many great players failed to achieve this but I feel that if I keep working hard and remain confident I can go for that coveted title in future'.

This is the confidence of a lass who has an insatiable desire of scaling new heights and is never smug with one or two title in her kitty. Assam Tennis needs characters like Varsha who can show the world that if you are devoted and dedicated enough nothing can stop you from realising your dreams.

Tabayun Nisha : Discuss Star
She radiates the calm of an achiever who does not need to prove anything to anyone. There's a competitive streak or an insatiable desire in her that invariably brought out the best in her. The soul in question is Tabayun Nisha, the be moth sized bombshell from Assam who missed the discuss bronze at the 1982 Delhi Asiad by the skin of her teeth.

Born on March 9, 1953, at the obscure Hamlet of Daiali in Sibsagar district, Tabayun took to discuss in 1966. She went through her basic training under the tutelage of coach Surender Singh and Tabayun owes all her success to him. 'Singh sir has been a huge influence on me. He groomed me in a meticulous manner and had a big hand in weeding out the kinks I had during the early stages of my career.'

At the state level Tabayun first took part in the All Assam Athletic Meet held at Dibrugarh where Tabayun secured the third spot. As her performance improved in leaps and bounds, she was hand-picked to turn out for Assam at the Inter State Athletic Meet held at Ahmedabad where she bagged the third position.

It was only in the year 1974 that Tabayun came into her own as she claimed the first position in the 12th Inter State Meet.

Her biggest moment of her career came when she donned the India colours at the 1982 Delhi Asiad. She finished fourth in the Discuss missing the elusive bronze narrowly. 'That was one of the poignant moments of my career. I slogged so hard for the occasion but all my spadework went down the drain. Those memories still brings tears in my eyes', Tabayun gets slightly emotional.

Like most of her peers who abstain from the maidan once they call it a day Tabayun makes it a point to go through her morning workouts on a regular basis and not surprisingly, she turned out for India in a number of world veterans meet held at South Africa, U.S.A., Indonesia and Thailand. 'It has become a trend that most of the stars of our time remain aloof from the maidan once they quit it. I reckon that is why most of them fall victims to all kinds of ailments. As for me, fitness is of paramour importance to me and as long as my body allows I will go through my workouts regularly' Tabayun raises a pertinent point here.

Tabayun, who is at present the Vice President of Assam Athletic Association, is caustic about the plight of the sport here. 'In the name of infrastructure we have practically nothing here. Under such circumstances how can we expect our youngsters to deliver', Tabayun gets vocal. But then that is Tabayun Nisha who likes to call spade a spade.

Badal Thakur : Full of Belligerence
Meet Badal Thakur, a cricketer who has served Assam in Ranji Trophy with pride and aplomb. He is one of those cricketers who believe in hiding his sporting lights under his bushel. He lets his performance do the talking most of the time. Badal had a liking for this game from his childhood days. Initially he practised with tennis balls with his cronies in his Uzan Bazar locality of Guwahati and his talent didn't take long to blossom.

His career hit a all time high when he was anointed the skipper of the Assam Cooch Behar team in 1932. The year was a memorable one for Badal as he was hand-picked for the Assam Ranji side. He made his Ranji debut against redoubtable Bengal and his performance wasn't anything to write home about.

Badal after his initial struggle emerged as a fruitful all-rounder for Assam. He was a dude who could hurl the red cherry with decent pace as well as used the long handle to good effect. No wonder Badal was considered one of the potent hitters of the cricket ball.

Badal turned up for N.F.Railway between 1959 and 1971. Looking back today Badal has good things to say about N.F.Railway, 'In our time the best cricketers were roped in by N.F. Railway. I must concede that things have changed a lot now but even then no one can forget the contributions of N.F.Railway towards Assam Cricket'.

When asked about the state of Assam's cricket, Badal is sanguine of the future. 'Having a look at the just concluded season I must say that we did very well to make it to the quarters. I reckon we were unlucky in our match against Karnataka where we had the upper hand at one stage.' On Javed Zaman's induction in the Board President XI side against the touring Aussies, Badal, like every Assamese soul, is only too happy to see this young kid make headway. 'I am happy that Javed has made it to the Board XI side. But he must guard against complacency. Success should not get through his head.'

Another guy who impresses Badal is opener Parag Das. 'We were floundering to find a decent batter at the top. Parag has been a consistent performer and has provided solidity to our batting'. Badal is rankled by the allegations of age-cheating that rocked the Assam junior cricket last season. 'In our times we couldn't conceive of such unholy practices existing. I am shocked to hear all this things and should not be repeated in future'. That's Badal Thakur who likes to wear his heart in his sleeve.

Tête-à-tête With Jatin Kr. Bora - GSA President
At a time when most sports organizations in this neck of the woods are fading into obscurity, the Guwahati Sports Association (GSA) is doing its own bit towards the development of sports in Assam. Vedanti.com recently had an exclusive interview with GSA president Mr. Jatin Kumar Bora to collect first hand knowledge of the sports scenario of the state and the future prospects. The excerpts of the interview are as follows :

Q. Can you first of all tell us a bit about the inception of the GSA?

Ans. GSA was formed way back in 1958 by the late R.G.Baruah, the doyen of Assam sports. It was initially through his efforts and later by the efforts of Pulin Das, Kartick Hazarika and others that GSA has been able to carry on with its activities.

Q. GSA must be proud of the prestigious Bordoloi Trophy getting into its Golden jubilee year. I believe the Association has some grandiose plans to mark this occasion?

Ans. You are right. We have chalked out elaborate plans and made arrangements for a grand conduct of this tournament. We have prepared a ambitious budget of Rs 52 lakhs for this meet. Besides, we hope that we will be able to rope in some big sponsors. Some foreign clubs are also likely to take part in this meet.

Q. As far as participation of teams is concerned Mohun Bagan and East Bengal have already confirmed their participation. What other big teams do you think will be in action for this tournament?

Ans. We have personally contacted Mohun Bagan and East Bengal and they have assured us of their participation. Parleys are also on with clubs from Saudi Arabia, Iran, Thailand and Korea. One or two clubs from Goa and Kerala may also turn up for this tournament.

Q. There had been lot of controversy over the Flood Lights being lit up for this year's mega tournament. Enlighten us on the latest position?

Ans. Actually Philips India which has done the laying of cables and installation of the four gigantic towers has some tabs pending against them. Board of Sports which has to foot the bill has agreed to pay only a slash amount, but whether Philips complies to that will only time say. If a compromise is reached on this front I am sure this years Bordoloi Trophy will be held under floodlights.

Q. Sponsors have been reluctant to lend their helping hands to any sports meet here. What do you think could the reason behind it?

Ans. See, sponsors invariably want mileage when they pump in money. But there is rarely much scope for that as most of the meets are conducted in low-profile manner. But this time, I am hopeful that the Bordoloi Trophy with the necessary live telecasts and floodlighting would draw in not only sponsors but also much spectators.

Q. Speaking of Guwahati sports, apart from the Nehru Stadium and the SAI new field complex there is hardly any stadium for the athletes to go through their training sessions. What do you see the matter?

Ans. You have hit the nail on the head. Not only in Guwahati but even in other towns like Rangia, Jorhat, Tezpur etc. there are hardly any playing fields and this I must say is proving detrimental to development of sports in the state. I am sorry to say that even most of the playing grounds in the villages have been squeezed up. Concrete buildings are devouring up all the open spaces available which is posing a real problem in the region.

Q. You have touched a pertinent point here. Every bit of open space has been squeezed up by high rising buildings. What do you think should be done as far as having adequate playing space is concerned?

Ans. I think that the government must have to come up with a policy to preserve these grounds. Otherwise whatever raw talents we have will all go to waste.

Q. Finally Mr. Bora, every sports association, be it the Nowgaon Sports Association, Jorhat Sports Association, have their own stadiums. Why does GSA not have a stadium on its own?

Ans. You are right. We have requested the government to hand over the maintenance of the Nehru Stadium to us so that we can take better care of it. At present the Nehru Stadium wears a messy look with athletes practicing there from five to five and that puts enormous pressure on the ground. But our young people have no other option except for the Nehru Stadium. So we must have more stadiums so that our athletes can practice in a proper manner.

Suhrid Barua 

Arnold Of Assam
If this man strolls through the city pavements, it is possible that nine men out of ten would hardly recognise him. To know that this gentleman is one who bagged the third position in 1973 'Mr. Asia' contest held at Kualalumpur, Malaysia, would stun them even more. That's the way Harakanta Buragohain likes to carry himself. He believes in hiding his sporting lights under his bushel. Born in Mecagor village of Sibsagar, Harakanta was never inclined towards sports in his childhood days. 'In my school days I was not at all attracted towards sports. One day I came across Keshab Hazarika's book Sochitra Sarireek Byam Sorcha, a book on freehand exercise, and after going through the book I started working out, though weight training was a far cry for me'.

In 1965 Buragohain got enrolled in Indian Air Force. After his initial training he was posted at Hassimara in the Assam Bengal border in 1966. It was during his stay there that he concentrated on his workouts.

'One of my seniors, Flying Officer D'Souza, always used to ask me to train myself seriously. Probably he saw something special in me', Buragohain reflected.

In 1969 he was transferred to Madras (now Chennai) and his talents in body building surfaced, as he concentrated more seriously then ever before on his daily workouts. He was transferred to Meerut in 1973 and there he bumped into T J Mathur, six times 'Mr. India' winner. Training with Mathur was of great help as I fine tuned myself for the 'Mr. Asia' contest for which I got selected'.

The 'Mr. Asia' contest was held in the same year (1973) and Borgohain brought glory not only to the country but also to Assam, finishing third in his weight category. 'Six of us went to Malaysia, and five of my teammates were already blown out of the top three in their respective weight categories. As I stepped in for my free posing, I was concentrating hard to finish among the top three. I was nervous at what would happen if we were to return home empty hand.' I was just beyond myself when I was declared to be third. My performance was all the more significant as it ensured that we returned home with at least something to show for our country' Borgohain said with a voice choked with emotion.

The 'Mr. Universe' contest was held at Switzerland later that year and he was selected for this meet. But he failed to live up to the expectation of his countrymen. Even today he seems genuinely contrive that he failed to make a mark at Switzerland. I was disappointed with my show but I must also concede the fact that the field was a formidable one and frankly speaking I was no match to the top-notch body builders who were on view.

Asked about the state of body building in Assam, Borgohain hopes that Assam would churn out some good body builders as Gyms have mushroomed all over the state. We have Mr Bijit Gogoi who has shape. Then we have Mahadev Deka who has also got a good shape. I am sure more quality body builders would come up in future'. Borgohain who suffered a stroke last year was bed-ridden for quite sometime before he joined his SAI office, where he is at present serving an assistant director. May Bijit, Mahadevs take a leaf of Harakanta Borgohain's book.

Suhrid Barua. 

Tough Cookie Biswajit Kakati 

Assam Karate Needs Souls Like Him
As a kind he had penchant for various sports disciplines like tennis, badminton etc. But in his heart of hearts he know that those disciplines were a passing interest for him. His main passion was martial art and he never allowed that passion take a backrest. Meet Bishwajit Kakati, a soul who has carved a name himself in the Assam's karate scene.

Born at Ziro in Arunachal Pradesh on march 27, 1967 Bishwajit took up martial arts only when he was in the fifth standard. Surprisingly he started practicing kung-fu but, after matriculation he shifted his interest towards karate and since then he has never looked back. Bishwajit underwent his karate training under the tutelage of coaches Mukti Singh Lohar and Manoj Hazarika. 'Both Singh sir and Manoj sir taught me the rudiments of karate and looking back today I reckon what I am today is due to this two souls', Bishwajit pays a handsome compliment to both his mentors.

At the state level, Bishwajit for the first time took part in the All Assam Karate Championships held in Guwahati in 1986. Bishwajit walked way with the gold in that tourney, and as if to suggest to all and sundry that his gold wining effort in 1986 was no flash in the pan, He continued with good run and swept away the 1987 and 1988 All Assam Karate Championships titles too.

Bishwajit, even during his brief stint at the state meets, was already a force to reckon with. His moment of truth came when he clinched that silver in the All India Intramural Karate Championship held at Kerala in 1988 and that remains the most cherished moment of his career, 'even though I finished runners-up, I was elated at my efforts as it came against some tough opponents. The cream of Indian Karate was there to showcase their skills and rubbing shoulders with them was an enriching experience for me', Bishwajit recalls.

By now Bishwajit was riding a crest. He kept performing creditability in various meets and in that same year he was awarded the black-belt by the All India Karate Do Federation. In 1991 Bishwajit got his First Dan degree when he set off for Japan to take part in a seminar. The strapping karateka got his Second Dan degree in 1998 and in the year 2000 Bishwajit got his Third Dan degree from the India Karate Federation.

Bishwajit also tried his hand on the silver screen. He played an action hero in the action packed Assamese flick Sanghat in 1999. Bishwajit's martial art skills were exposed in the film and looking back Bishwajit guffaws when asked about his acting. 'Initially I thought that I would be very nervous in front of the camera but at the end I was simply surprised at the way I did the entire shooting without any qualms. I am also thankful to my director who gave me an opportunity to exhibit my martial art skill in the movie', Bishwajit said.

Bishwajit went to Japan for the second time last year to take part in a seminar. The trip was a bitter pill to swallow for Bishwajit. The Assam karataka hogged the local newspaper headlines when he blew the lid off over misappropriation of funds by one of their chief instructors who took care of the finances for that trip. When queried about that controversy which generated much heat, Bishwajit ducks anything regarding this issue. He feels that the sports kerate is very much on the wane in Assam. He feels that young people of the state today are indolent and unwilling to work hard which make be casual with the sport thinking that the few tricks that they have learnt is everything. Ego coming in between effects their performance. Besides that he feels sorry that youngsters today do not pay adequate respect to their masters once they finish with their black-belts or perform well in any meet.

Bishwajit runs a pig sty at Jalukbari. His busy schedule does not prevent him from he loves the most, that is, practicing or playing karate. He coaches kids in the morning as well in the evening sessions. One just hopes that Bishwajit continues to serve Assam karate with the know -hows that he has accumulated and mastered throughout his age. Assam karate needs souls like him.

Suhrid Barua

Gill Takes Stock of Assam Hockey in Northeast 

The sport of hockey has very much hid the skids in the Northeast-let alone in Assam. The only silver lining among the sport's dark clouds is the emergence of Manipur, a potent hockey force in the country. Hockey in Assam has been in the doldrums for a long time now.There are no adequate grounds for the youngsters to practise, forget thinking about astro turf. As European powerhouses slowly but surely begin to hold sway, hockey in Assam is in the morass and coming out of it won't be nothing short of an Herculean task. Seeing the moribund state of Assam hockey, Indian Hockey Federation (IHF) Chairman and former Punjab Director General of police and supercop Kanwar Pal Singh Gill visited Guwahati recently on a two-day trip to the state to take stock of this sport in the neck of the woods.

Addressing a press meet Mr. Gill informed that North Eastern Council (NEC) has sanctioned an amount of Rs. 75000 lakh for the visit of two Northeast teams to Europe and Australia. It may be mentioned here that the proposal was made last year and a 30-day camp was also held at Imphal but the trip could not materialise due to the dearth of funds either from the state governments or from the hockey associations of Northeast.

Assam has six players in the two teams bound for Europe and Australia. Surprisingly, Meghalaya does not have a single member in both the 20 member teams. The dates of this trip is yet to be finalised.

Mr. Gill also spelt out, his visit was primarily for the development of hockey in northeast. He further added that foreign exposure is the key to the players' development. Unless these young talents go abroad and play, they would be totally ignorant about the trends in modern hockey, he said. The IHF chief also apprised the media persons that plans are there to lay a astro turf at Nagaon. When pressmen wanted to know more about this, he said that Assam Chief Minister Prafulla Kr. Mahanta had already written a letter to the home ministry. He also said that the Central Ministry has earmarked an amount for the purpose but it will take some time as the government will have to invite global tenders.

Mr.Gill who played for the Assam Police team when he was the Dibrugarh city SP, felt that hockey was always a popular sport here and only the infrastructure was inadequate.

The IHF chief also said that IHF is presently laying more stress on the under-19 team so that they can be groomed up for the future.

Mr.Gill felt that there is a lot of talent in some of the tribal belts of this country and, if nurtured properly, could do wonders not only for the state but for the country as well. Hopefully, the visit of Gill would act as a catalyst for hockey mandarins of Assam who seem as though they have suddenly woke up from a deep slumber. Let them be awake and then only we could perhaps see the resuscitation of Assam hockey.

Suhrid Barua
ASSAM CRICKET : PLENTY TO PONDER 

Another Ranji tie is over. Assam had once again missed the bus to the Ranji semis being beaten in the quarter final by formidable Karnataka in a match held at Nehru stadium, Guwahati. They say when you are up against top-notch sides, whatever opportunity you get, one needs to cash in on that. That's precisely what Assam side failed to do when they secured a slender 12 run first innings lead, when they were sent packing for a measly score of 134. The target of 144 for Karnataka was a piece of cake as they won at a canter.

Looking back, Assam would regret their failure to go for the kill, in their second knock, and that would have put the redoubtable Karnataka in a hole. That was not going to happen to as Assam made a hash of their batting in the second innings and after that it was always going to be a bumpy ride for them.

Assam did well to post a decent first innings score of 321. Openers Parag Das and Subrajit Saikia were in tremendous form as they took Karnataka attack by the scruff of their neck. Parag who racked up a sparkling 95 against Karnataka looked at ease against the incisive attack. The other opener, Subrajit Saikia, played a handsome knock of 49 and really at one stage Assam were sitting pretty at 181 for 2, but a middle order slump saw Assam being all out for 321.

Amidst the ruins, skipper Zakaria Zuffri weighted in with a solid half-century and keeper Vinayak Samant also scored a defiant half-century. Assam speedsters Javed Zaman and Gautam Dutta were pick of the Assam bowlers claiming seven Karnataka first innings wickets between them. Our spinners, however, failed to impress. The troika of Sukvinder Singh, Ganesh Kumar and Sunil Subramanium, all disappointed with the ball and left much of the spadework to be done by the quickies. Javed Zaman who was recently picked in the board President XI side against the touring Aussies, bowled with a decent pace and made the ball move both ways off the wicket. Gautam, who recently eclipsed Anup Ghotak's record to become the highest wicket-taker for Assam in Ranji trophy once again proved his worth to the side. Gautam, who has often got a raw deal from the selectors (national) despite dishing out impressive performances for Assam, has some good cricketer years ahead of him and, one hopes, he deserves a national call up before he hangs up his boots.

Talking of the future, one feels that we do need to groom young spinners from our state so that Assam doesn't have to bank upon the spinners from outside the state to do the job for us. Once we get a decent spin combination ,we would have more ammunition in our bowling armory and with it we can give the tough sides a real run for their money.

Keeper Vinayak Samant has often come up with the goods when the chips are down. Whenever there is a middle order it is Samant who invariably steadies the Assam's sinking ship. Assam's tail also need to wag. You can't just depend upon the batsmen to put the runs on the board, and sometimes, when they have a bad day in office, it is the tail-enders who have to contribute . They can't go on and on without troubling the scorers.

Assam in their Ranji knockout tie against Karnataka has shown that Assam team can stand up and be counted when it matters and hopefully this attribute will spur them on for the future.

SUHRID BARUA

MALESWAR CROWNED MR SARAIGHAT
Big time body building returned to Guwahati once again as the 12th edition of the R.G.Baruah memorial 'Mr Saraighat' all India open prize-money body building championships was held at the Rabindra Bhawan premises. Over 65 body builders from West Bengal, Orissa, Bihar, Jharkhand, Madhyapradesh, Pondicherry, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Karnataka and host Assam took part in this meet which is considered to be one of the most prestigious meets of the country. Like the previous year, two top-notch bodybuilders from Europe attended the meet as guest posers. Memories of the last year, when Patrice Thomas and Marie Mahabir regaled all and sundry at Rabindra Bhawan with their rippling muscles, were rekindled as Ex-Mr. World Gary Mcneetan and Mrs Universe Sonia Walker demonstrated their exquisite physic to the tune of mellifluous music, which undoubtedly brought the jam-packed crowd to its feet.

The competition was held in four height groups-short class, medium class, tall class and super tall class. The participants were allowed one minute time to do their various poses. All the four group winners K.Maleswar,

Asmat ali, A.Pradhan and Puspen Laha slugged it out for the 'Mr Saraighat' title. In a dingdong battle Karnataka's K.Maleswar stole the show romping home the 'Mr Saraighat' title pushing Asmat Ali of West Bengal to second place by the skin of his teeth.

Maleswar was richer by Rs 20,000 in prize money while Asmat pocketed Rs 10,000. Earlier, the meet kick-started with the opening march-past by the participants. Later the meet was formally declared open by Assam Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta. Mahanta later placed wreaths on the portrait of late R.G.Baruah.

Unlike last year, two familiar faces of Assam's body building Mr. Bijit gogoi and Mr. Mahadev deka were conspicuous by their absence. Mr. Gogoi won the 'Mr Saraighat' title last year. Federation row could be the reason for their non-participation.

National Amateur Bodybuilding Federation (NABF) President Pradip Hazarika, who is also the State Transport Minister, informed the gathering that World Amateur Body Building Federation has allotted the 2002 world championships to India. The meet will be held at Bangalore. Five times world champion, Sergie Nubert, in his visit to Assam last year said that he would love to allot this big meet to Assam but for the lack of five-star hotels in the city. Nubert then came to Assam as a world body supervisor during the 11th edition of the 'Mr Saraighat' contest.

The meet was organized by the Navoday Sports and Cultural Association(NSCA), Maligaon, under the auspices of Assam Body Builders Association. The successful conduct of this meet just goes to show that good organizational skills of some tireless workers can go a long way in organizing more meets of such magnitude in future. The city's newly launched entertainment channel Prag Cinema beamed the entire meet live on its channel and that was the ideal icing on the cake for the organizers.

On the lighter side, one saw NABF president Pradip Hazarika virtually appealing to the boisterous crowd not to resort to jeers when the guest posers perform. The appeal fell on the deaf ears of the delirious crowd who continued with their roar with a mix of applause and boos. The meet in the end was a howling success. 

SUHRID BARUA 

India Triumphs In SAARC Basketball
Host India emerged as champions of the inaugural SAARC basketball championship held in the N.F. Railway Stadium, Maligaon on the outskirts of Guwahati. India asserted its regional supremacy in this championship as it played like a steamroller that flattened everything that came on its way. Three other teams, Nepal, Bangladesh and Maldives seemed clueless against the guile of the Indians.

Skipper of the Indian team, Parminder Singh, laid examples as he netted prolific scores in most of the matches. But the one who really stole the show was Muralimohan. The lanky Muralimohan kept up his good work throughout the meet and at the end played a pivotal role in India's winning the title. Another Indian, Mohd. Ishlahuddin showed occasional flashes of brilliance and also attracted much attention of the boisterous Guwahati crowd with his massive height. S.Robinson, who along with Ishlahuddin had played for Asian all Stars XI, also put up a decent performance. Coach Keshave Kumar Chansoria was elated at his team's performance. " My boys have done a great job. I knew that the tournament lacked the competition as Srilanka, Bhutan and Pakistan withdrew at the last hour. But those factors were not in our hands, our job was to play the game to the best of our ability and I am sure this win will put us in good stead for the future."

Maldives, which finished at the bottom of the ladder, did put up a spirited show despite the disadvantage of having short-statured players. Maldives coach Supun Wimal was pleased with his team's show. "Despite all the odds I think we have done well. Ours is a small country where we don't have too many tall players and in order to overcome this disadvantage we tried to play a fast paced game and almost caught Bangladesh off-guard when we were beaten by Bangladesh by the skin of their teeth. But we have a lot of tall players coming up in the under-16 level and hopefully Maldives will have taller players in the years to come."

Bangladesh, which finished second-best, looked off-coloured in their big matches. Coach Mahatabur Rahman was disappointed with his team's efforts here. "I know India is a formidable side, but, since Maldives and Nepal were not that stronger oppositions, I am very much disappointed with our performance. Bangladeshi forward player Rasheed Zaman, one the main scorers for his country in this tournement, was specially mentioned by his coach. "Rasheed has done well. He scored the most for us. He has performed exactly as expected from him, and that is something satisfactory that came out of the tournament for us."

Nepal ,which finished third in the championship, came with a ralatively younger team. Coach Kiran Maharjan was smug with his boys' efforts. "we don't have proper infrastructure in Nepal and inspite of that I think my boys have done a commendable job." When asked about the two Maharajans in the side, the Nepalese coach spoke highly of the duo. "They have performd well and I think both of them have a good future."

The meet, which held its games on a cement court (outdoors), saw crowds thronging the grounds throughout the five days of the championship. Chairman, Basketball Federation of India, B.K.Saha, who has a soft corner for this region, said that more international meets will be held here in future, provided the B.F.A installs an air-conditioned indoor stadium. The Assam government has offered a plot of land some 12 kms away from the heart of the Guwahati city. General Secretary, Basketball Federation of India, Mukut Medhi, told this writer that a proper indoor stadium should come up within the next two years. The President of N.F. Railways Sports Association, Mr B.K. Agarwal disclosed that N.F. Railway is planning to put up an indoor stadium of its own expectedly within next two years. That's a very good news for the basketball buffs of Guwahati as within a couple of years two indoor stadiums will be coming up and that should encourage more young boys and girls to take up this sport.

SUHRID BARUAH 

15th North-East Sports Festival: A Bird's Eye View
The curtains came down on the 15th North-East sports festival held in the state of Arunachal Pradesh. The five day mega meet which got underway on the 16th of February with a colourful opening ceremony held in Rajiv Gandhi Stadium, Naharlagun (a thirty minute drive from the capital, Itanagar) saw over 800 athletes congregating here to showcase their sporting talents. Arunachal Pradesh Chier Minister Mukut Mithi was the chief guest at the opening ceremony, and Arunachal Sports Minister Padi Richo who was also the organising committee chairman, welcomed all the athletes.

In the game Assam finished with the best performance followed by Manipur.

In men's soccer, S.A.I. Guwahati emerged victorious getting the better of Manipur by a solitary goal in a keenly contested encounter. In women's football Manipur asserted their regional supremacy with a 14-0 walloping of Assam. The Manipur girls, who were aspirants for the title right from the beginning, started the meet with a bang hammering Nagaland 11-0, and they continued their awesome form in the semis beating Arunachal 15-0. Assam ,on the other hand, had to struggle hard in the semis before scraping past Meghalaya 1-0. The chilly and murky weather conditions which prevailed in Zero throughout the meet, saw Manipur firing on all cylinders and showed why they are such a force to reckon with in the national circuit.

In the Badmintor, Manipur and Assam shared the honours in men's and women's events. Manipuri shuttler Nandakumar Singh edged past Mao Temjem of Nagaland 15-7, 15-4, while Assam's Bhashwati Talukdar pipped Abida Amin 13-2, 13-12.

In weight-lifting, Assam and Manipur had a good time. Assam's Nganthn Devi won gold in the women's 58 Kg event while Manipur's Samorani Devi claimed gold in women's 63 Kg.

In women's handball,Manipur won gold defeating Assam, while their male counterparts won the men's events beating Nagaland.

In Sepak Takraw ,Manipur had a good hand over thair opponents. The event which featured only three teams, other two being Assam and Meghalaya, saw Manipur displaying ruthless skill against their opponents.

In Taekwondo events, Arunachal Pradesh and Manipur dominated while Assam and Mizoram shone in patches.

In Archery, Nagaland and Assam had an easy time. The women's events were dominated by these two states.

In Boxing, Manipur, Nagaland and Mizoram had lot to cheer about. The tactical skill of these three states were too good for their opponents.

Over all, the games saw the cream of North-East battling out with each other and in the end it was Assam and Manipur who returned home with their heads held high. The games also saw states like Tripura and Nagaland catch attention in some events. Sikkim was supposed to take part at this game, but pulled out at the eleventh hour owing to the assasination bid on Subhash Geishing. Let us hope to see more new talents emerging by the time the next edition of this games is round the corner.

SUHRID BARUA 

AJAY DAS :THE GENTLE GIANT
He was highly talented, but as far as his personality was concerned, he was modest to the core. That is late Ajay Das, a gaudy footballer who scaled many heights during his playing days for Assam. Late Das has the unique distinction of being the first Assamese footballer to score a hattrick in Santosh Trophy. Born on the June 27th, 1938 at Karimganj, Ajay came from a foot-balling background. His brother Arup also made his mark on the soccer maidan. Ajay did his schooling from the public higher secondary school, Karimganj and later graduated from the Karimganj college. In the meantime as his interest kindled for this sport, Ajay started playing in the Silchar league for the Karimganj Town Club in the late fifties when he got an offer to play for the Assam Police team which was one of the top-notch sides at that time. from 1958 to 1962 Ajay served Assam Police with distinction. When Ajay joined Assam Police it was already a force to reckon with. The Assam soccer circuit and Ajay's inclusion only helped further to make Assam Police one of the potent outfits ever.

Ajay was the linch-pin of the Assam Police side in the latter's phenomenal success in the early sixties when the crack outfit lifted the Independence Cup, A.T.P.A shield, Bordoloi Trophy with ease .

During those days Assam police players were barred from playing for the Assam state team and Ajay as a result of this was confined to playing at the club level. He made his debut for the state side during the 1963 Santosh Trophy held in Madras. But his debut was not a auspicious one as Assam failed to make an impression in that tournament. But it hardly took long for Ajay to make his presence felt. The next Santosh Trophy was held in Guwahati and Ajay was no way going to miss out on the party. In front of a rip-roaring crowd at the Nehru stadium he show-cased his incredible skills as he scored a hattrick in a 10-0 hammering of Gujarat.

As Ajay was on a roll, he was entrusted the additional responsibility to lead the Assam side for the 1965 Santosh Trophy held at Kerala. Even though Assam failed to do well in that edition of the tournament, Ajay stood out his superlative skills. In one of the matches there, Ajay enthralled all and sundry with his dazzling dribbling skills, his amazing skills saw members of the Madras team surrendering to his feet after the game along with the hordes of fans who besieged him. Ajay last played for Assam in 1966 Santosh Trophy.

On the club front Ajay switched over to Maharana from Assam police, and later to N.F. Railways with which he stayed for sometime before calling it a day.

Ajay's passion for the game was not just strait-jacketed to playing for Assam only. Invariably he voiced his concern for the upliftment of the game in Assam. Ajay always wanted the game to thrive in this region but was disillusioned to see the popularity of soccer dip in a big way. That is primarily the reason why Ajay remained away from the maidan once he hanged up his boots.

Ajay was a known figure not only in this part of the country but also outside. He drew effusive praise from a legend like P.K. Benerjee, when he once turned out for the N F Railway side against the Western Railways of which P.K. Benerjee was the coach.

Ajay was an affable gentleman who never tired out pooh-poohing about the rudiments of this game. Cruel fate brought an early end to his life as Ajay suffered from liver sirochis and slipped into coma, and passed away on the June 17th 1999 at the age of 61. The Spartan soul nicknamed 'Chuni Goswami of Assam' will forever be remembered for his contributions to Assam's football, a sport which was no less than a religion to him.
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Guwahati Gearing Up For The Inaugural SAARC Basketball
Big time basketball will return to Guwahati when the inaugural SAARC basketball championship will be held at the N.F.Railway Stadium, Maligaon from March 2 to 6.

Briefing media persons here, Bikash Koli Saha informed that Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka along with the host India have already confirmed their participation and Bhutan and Maldives are yet to confirm.

Saha also disclosed that Pakistan has expressed their willingness to take part in this meet, but the home Ministry has not allowed Pakistan to take part as India has severed all sporting links with Pakistan after the Kargil war.

When queried why such a big meet is being allotted to a state like Assam where adequate indoor facilities are not available Saha said, 'like Assam many other states too lacked well equipped indoor stadium and besides all the SAARC nations have consented to play on outdoor courts'.

Saha said that he has full confidence on the organiser Basketball Association of Assam (BAA) and hoped that the BAA will leave no stone unturned to make this meet a success.

BAA secretary Mukut Medhi also revealed that corporate houses like Tata Tea, Guwahati Refinery and other houses have assured the organisers of their assistance.

Medhi further added that one match will be held at the R. G. Baruah sports complex court while BRPL will host one match at Dhaligaon.

B. K. Agarwal, president N.F. Railway Sports Association also apprised the media persons that N.F. Railway has already sanctioned Rs.2 Lakh to complete the lighting system in the court as well as to revamp the playing area.

A makeshift stand would be set up for the spectators where at least 1000 people can witness the action from close quarters.

All the necessary infrastructure including electronic score board and flooring mats will be installed within the next few weeks. It may be mentioned that the meet was earlier slated to be held from Jan 25 to Jan 29 this year but had to put off due to unavoidable circumstances. 
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LISA MAHANTA MARCHING AHEAD
As a toddler she would prance around in front of the idiot box and get glued to it watching the likes of Matt Boindi, Krisna Egerseki and others eclipsing one record after another, and probably by then she had made up her mind to take up swimming . The obvious reference is towards Lisa Mahanta, the bashful lass who has been causing ripples in this sport even at this early stage of her career.

Born in the year 1987 in Guwahati, Lisa took to swimming from the age of three. Initially Lisa wanted to enroll herself in the famed B.P.Chaliha swimming pool. As only kids above six years were allowed to enroll in Lisa was in for disappointment and this forced Lisa to join the Dighaliphuri Nabin Sharma sator sangha where she was put through her paces under the guidance of at least six coaches. Queried whether training under six coaches was an advantage, Lisa says "oh yeah. No doubt about that. All of them did their bit in mouldings me in what I am today. I well be ever grateful to them"

As Lisa made quick progress in the waters of Dighaliphuri she was selected to take part in the Brahmaputra festival in 1993, and thus she crossed the Brahmaputra at the age of six. Soon Lisa left the Nabin Sharma sator sangha and moved over to the BP Chaliha swimming pool, where she underwent strenuous training under the guidance of coaches like Pranab Das, Ajit Das, and Rabindra Modak, who is her coach at present.

The year 1996 turned out to be a fruitful one for Lisa as the fifth All Assam Inter District Swimming Championship was held in Guwahati. There she finished first in the 50 meters backstroke clocking 46.32 seconds. The same year she took part in the sub junior nationals held in Pune where she fared well reaching the women's freestyle event final, clocking 34.22 secs.

The following year she was handpicked for the senior nationals held at Bangalore. There Lisa came up against the cream of Indian swimming, including teenage sensation Nisha Millet, and though she was not among the medals, she dished out a creditable performance within her limitations.

The biggest break of her swimming career came when she was chosen to represent India in the 2000 Asia Pacific Swimming Championships held at Kaoshing, Taiwan. Up against a strong field Lisa took part in five events and again here she wasn't among the top three. She improved on her timings to a great extent, and more importantly she experienced the thrill of foreign competition which should stand her in good stead.

Asked how tough was the competition in Taiwan and whether training methods of other Asian countries were in any way different from ours, Lisa says "Getting to your first question, the competition was relatively tough, and as far the training method goes their way of training has a gulf of difference with ours. Not only are they skillful and fit as a fiddle, facilities accorded to them are to be seen to be believed. They have got a professional set up and also more stress is put on the diet an athlete takes and on daily training schedules."

At a time when Assam's swimming is on the wane it is up to young talents like Lisa to revive the sagging fortunes of Assam's swimming.
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MUNIN BORA PRIDE OF BODY BUILDING 

They say looks can be deceiving and how right it is proved in our day to day life. Take for instance the case of this bemoth-sized gentleman who has made a name for himself not only in the Assam body building scene but as well as at the national scene. But as one chews the fat with him one comes across the softer side of this man. The man in question is Munin Bora, a former "Mr. India" winner in the early eighties.

Munin's initiation towards this sport was however an interesting one. Actually when I was in school we had two Munin Bhuyan and other myself. The other Munin was stout while I was a frail child prone to ailments and it so happened that we both studied together in the same college and gradually a feeling got etched in me that I should start working on my body and that's how I started lifting weights "Munin recalls.

Born in 1952 at Tezpur, Munin was a late developer. He started lifting weights only after he had graduated. But being a late developer did not deter him from pursuing his goal of making it big in this sport. He started working out at the Tezpur Mahabir club and from there on his pursuance towards his goal began. His first major achievement came when he was placed second in his group in the 1974 "Mr. Assam" championships held at Darrang. Thereafter he followed up his good performance by wining the 1976 "Mr. Assam" title. It was then the great Monotosh Roy contacted him and expressed his willingness to train up Munin and Monotosh was not going to let this golden opportunity slip from his hands .After all Monotosh was a household name in the body building fraternity at that time. In the year 1977 Munin was posted at Bihar, and there also he did not allow his passion for body building take a backseat. He not only set up a gym at Barauni but turned out for Bihar in many big Meets and won many accolades. The very next year he want to Ahmedabad on the professional front and there also he made his presence felt. One of the high point of his career came when he won the "Mr. Gujarat" title in the year.

Later he moved over to Bengal and started taking part in many tournaments and did not harm to his newly acquired reputation. He started practicing rigorously under the watchful eyes of stalwarts like Monotosh Roy, Monohar Aich and Omkar Nath Banarjee.

When asked whether representing Bengal was a difficult proposition Munin says " The state selection was a grueling affair. I had to perform at my peak to be in connection for selection of the state team".

As it turned out only made the cut but also hogged the limelight by winning the " " Mr. India " title which remains the most cherished moment of his career".

Queried whether the competition in the 1982 "Mr. India" contest was a tough one Munin says "The contest was a gripping one and since I was in good shape I confident of taking the top honours".

About the state of body building in the state Munin says "A part from Bijit who has been doing exceedingly well others also have to pull up their socks. They would do well to take a leaf out of Bijit's book. As for Bijit too much pressure should not be put on him as it could take its toll on him. He should be left alone to do his job".

On the mushrooming of gyms in the Guwahati city Munin feels that every gym must have a good instructor. "It's all good to see gyms coming up in every nook and corner of Guwahati city but equally imperative is the services of a good instructor".

Body building invariably has been a sport where players are prone to taking help of dopes. Munin is concerned about this facet the sport "There is no official dope testing in major international meets leave alone Assam. Offcourse I have come across stories of body builders taking to dopes to enhance their strength but again here nothing much can be done unless the World governing comes up with more stringent norms.

That's Munin Bora, the person of a man who does not mind wearing his heart in his sleeve.
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