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	NLFT killed one in Tripura 

Suspected insurgents of banned National Liberation Front of Tripura (NLFT) had shot dead a person and injured another one in North Tripura district, on April 21. Sources informed that, a group of armed NLFT ultras raided Ganga Naga village and stormed the house of one Sadananda Debnath and shot him dead and fled the area.

Bihu celebrated in Tura
A press release informed that, the Rongali Bihu Celebration Committee of Tura had also celebrated the Rongali Bihu festival with a two-day programme, on April 14 and 15. Sources informed that, on the very first day, the chief guest Dr. SS Khae (Pro-Vice Chancellor, NEHU) hoisted the Bihu flag. The souvenir 'Meghashree' was inaugurated by A Daring (Principal, Phukan Sangma Memorial College, Daha). Besides many cultural programmes, Bihu husori was also performed by the members of the Evening Club, Tura.

Improve voluntary sector in NE : Lapang
While speaking at an All India Conference on the 'Role of Voluntary Sector in national development', held at Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi, Meghalaya Deputy Chief Minister, DD Lapang has called for efforts to improve the capacity of the voluntary sector in the North Eastern States for their fuller and more effective participation in the developmental activities. Sources informed that, the conference was organised by the Planning Commission to highlight the importance of the voluntary sector in national development. The conference was inaugurated by the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, informed the sources. Further in his speech, Lapang also stressed the need to expand the role of voluntary organisations during the 10th five year plan.

4 murdered, 5 injured in NLFT grenade attack
In the daring grenade attack by the outlawed National Liberation Front of Tripura (NLFT) targeting the ruling CPM leaders, four persons were murdered and five injured. Among the deceased two were women and among the injured persons, two were identified as senior CPM leaders, informed the sources.

Meanwhile, in another incident, heavily armed NLFT militants raided the house of Amarendranagar Gram Panchayat Chairman and local CPM leader, Chandrakumar Debbarma. But when they found him missing from his house, the militants had kidnapped his wife, Mohamaya Debbarma, another Biskutrani Debbarma, panchayat members Suresh Debbarma and Bikram Debbarma at gun point.

NAAC to boost higher education in NE
The Director of National Assessment and Accreditation council (NAAC) Prof. V N Rajshekharan Pillai, while addressing the two-day seminar-cum-workshop on 'Improvement of quality education in Nagaland' said that, the NAAC has conducted several seminars at different states for the upgradation of higher education in North-east and is now in a process of preparation of an action plan for each State for performance evaluation, assessment and accreditation of higher education institutions. Sri Pillai said that, this initiative would be taken through the collaboration of higher education departments and varsities of various states and it would be completed in the next few months, said he. 

Four killed in Manipur encounters
In two separate encounters, at least four persons were killed and four were badly injured, near Sugunu in Manipur's Thoubal district, on April 23. Sources informed that, during an encounter following an ambush of a BSF personnel, two underground members of an unidentified outfit were killed and two others were injured.

Meanwhile, during the combing operation of the Army was still on to track down the militants, the ultras attacked another nearby BSF post at Sugunu, and in the ensuing crossfire two sisters were killed, leaving the father and the younger sister of the two killed girls seriously injured.

5 NSCN (I-M) ultras held in Arunachal
In two separate raids by the Assam Rifles in Arunachal Pradesh, at least five NSCN (I-M) militants were nabbed, on April 24. Sources informed that, the Assam Rifles while acting in a combing operation at Lazu village in Tirap district apprehended a hard-core NSCN (I-M) militant, named Yangken Kongkan.

Meanwhile, in another raid by the Assam Rifles, two NSCN (I-M) activists from Borduria area were nabbed, while two other ultras were held during similar raids at Khonsa area, informed the sources.

NSCN (IM) condemns RSS chief for his statement
Phungthing Shimrang, the Convenor of the NSCN (IM)'s Cease-fire Monitoring Cell, while speaking during an informal interaction, alleged that, the RSS chief KS Sudershan, has tried to sow seeds of hatred among the people by blaming the Christians for the upheaval and unrest in Manipur and other parts of the country. He said that, KS Sudershan had tried to bring discord among the Nagas and also tried to create caste system among the Nagas by taking up the issue that throughout history there was no caste system prevalent in the Naga society. Later, claiming that no such statements should be made keeping in view of the disorder of the State, Phunting said that, every one in the State should try to bring unity and peace and fight for the Naga people freedom.

Flying squirrel in Sikkim

A flying squirrel was spotted in Sikkim after a gap of over 10 years, said the forest sources. The squirrel which is a two feet-long giant squirrel was spotted by SZ Lucksom, the Joint Director, Environment and Eco Tourism, when it landed on a tree trunk from overhead in front of Tashi Namgyal Academy school in the last week of March, while Lucksom was taking his morning walk. But, the sources said that, the squirrel disappeared into the forest after sometime. 

Reorient better agriculture production pattern

During the two-day workshop on 'Agricultural marketing in the upland areas of North East' held in Shillong, the delegates made a call that there is an urgent need to reorient agricultural production pattern towards greater specialisation and commercialisation, to improve the economic condition of the vast majority of rural populace in the north-eastern region. Sources informed that, the workshop was organised by the NE Region Community Resources Management Project (NECRMP), that was funded by the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) and Union Home Ministry and is targetted to improve the livelihood of 50,000 population in six hill districts in Meghalaya, Manipur and Meghalaya.

Bandh call on Rongali Bihu day 

A 12-hour bandh call has been given by the Federation of Khasi Jaintia and Garo People (FKJGP) in Meghalaya, on the ensuing Rongali Bihu celebrations, on April 16, from 5 am to 5 pm. Sources informed that, the bandh was called in protest against the alleged atrocities on Khasi villagers by suspected militants from the Garo Hills districts. This would however, prove a big dampener for the Bihu organisers in Meghalaya.

Meanwhile, an emergent meeting was also held in the State by the All Meghalaya Assamese Union (AMAU) to discuss the implications of the bandh on the Bihu festival. 

INPT state-wide stir in Agartala from May

Protesting against the various burning issues of the State, the Indigenous Nationalist Party of Tripura (INPT), which is an ally of opposition Congress, has decided to launch a state-wide agitation from May first week, in Agartala. Rabindra Debbarma, the INPT general secretary, informed that, the party would start its agitational programme on 22 point charter of demands and would protest against the State Government's failure in providing food, work, health services to the people and police atrocities on the opposition workers. 

8 workers of rly constructions abducted :
Suspected NLFT militants abducted eight employees from a construction camp near Manu in Dhalai district, working in the ongoing railway construction works in Tripura, on April 8. Sources informed that, a group of armed NLFT militants reached the Jarulcherra camp suddenly, and asked the eight workers to come out of the camp. The militants later taking the workers at gun point abducted them from the area. The abducted workers were however, identified as Shankar Acharya, Ashoke Khamani, Amin Ali, Sabar Ali, Shahjada Ali, Mayal Ali, Lulu Mian and Jainul Abedin.

Meanwhile, the construction authorities reported that, the abduction of the workers had severely hit the ongoing railway construction work. Besides, it is to be mentioned that, this was the third major incident when the NLFT ultras abducted workers engaged in railway construction works.

Cong govt flayed in Arunachal
The Congress Government in Arunachal Pradesh has been criticized by the BJP for the delay of conducting Panchayat Raj elections in the State, and the deteriorating law and order situation of the State. Khren Rijiju, the State BJP spokesman, while speaking to newspersons alleged that, the Arunachal Government has failed to conduct the Panchayat Raj election despite the Panchayat Raj bill getting Presidential assent long back. He alleged that the funds sanctioned for the Centrally sponsored schemes, were being misused by the MLAs and the bureaucrats in the absence of Panchayat bodies.

Meanwhile, the BJP also criticized the law and order situation of the State, claiming that, the State Government had failed to protect the lives and properties of the innocent people particularly in Tirap and Changlang districts, bordering Nagaland and Myanmar.

POTA opposed in Manipur
Manipur Chief Minister Sri Ibobi Singh, while briefing to newspersons informed that, the Prevention of Terrorism Act (POTA) would not be enforced in Manipur. He said that, the decision was also supported by the Opposition Democratic People's Party and the ruling Secular Progressive Front. However, both the parties have agreed to fight communalism in Manipur and protect the territorial integrity of the State at any cost, said Sri Singh. 

'Sindhu' should be replaced with 'Sikkim' in anthem : Chamling
Keeping in view of the changing times, the Sikkim Chief Minister Pawan Chamling, in a gathering at Pakyong in Sikkim, suggested that, the word 'Sindhu' should be replaced with 'Sikkim' in the national anthem, as Sindhu is now in Pakistan. Chamling preferring the word Sikkim in place of Sindhu, contended that, Sikkim joined the Indian union 28 years after the country's independence, and so the national anthem should include the Himalayan State's name. The gathering was attended by Vice President of India, Sri Krishan Kant and the State's Governor Kidar Nath Sahani. 

Gurdwara prabandhak committee 

The Gurdwara Sri Guru Singh Sabha has dissolved its old prabandhak committee and appointed a new one with S Satnam Singh Khalsa as president.

The new prabandhak committee will assume charge on May 26.

3 Criminals held
Police last night on 12th May arrested a criminal Samir Sarkar (23) from Fatasil Ambari area and based on his confession , arrested Mani Sarkar (20) and Bhabesh Barman(25) from Azara. A colour TV, a VCD, a music system and seven sarees were recovered from them. All the three hail from Barpeta Road.

Devi's Academy function
The certificate-giving ceremony of pre-primary teacher trainees of Devi's Academy under Monikuntala Mahila Vikash Kendra was held recently in Uzanbazar Sishu Vidyalaya under the presidentship of Dr Ranu Devi.

The chief guest Dr Bharati Baruah , in her speech thanked the academy for contributing to the cause of teacher -training of young children. Dr Indrani Dutta , Dr Gayatri Goswami , Dr Biraj Mohan Das , Dr Bobota Choudhary spoke on the occasion.

Mixed reactions to eviction
The Hindu Yuba Chatta Parisad , Asom has termed the ongoing eviction drive at Batahguli as a conspiracy aimed at safeguarding a particular section of encroaches while harnessing the indigenous people of the State.

The Parishad alleged that while the authorities concerned has been turning a blind eye to the rampant encroachment by suspected foreigners at Kaziranga, Kurihamari, Kochmara etc. It showed an unusual enthusiasm in committing atrocities on the local indigenous people under the pretext of eviction at Batahghuli. It is a move to protect the non-indigenous 'voters in the State , the Parishad said and cautioned the government and the people to be on guard against such conspiracy hatched by anti-national elements.

Portrait gallery at Kalakshetra
The Srimanta Sankardeva Kalashetra has drawn up a plan to set up a permanent portrait gallery at the literature section where they have made noteworthy contributions in the field of Assamese language and literature will be on display.

Handwritings of those personalities whose portraits are to be put up in the gallery , will also be on display .

Water resources Day observed
The Guwahati Centre of Indian Water Worker's Association(IWWA) observed Water Resource Day ,2002 on collaboration with the Kamakhya Higher Secondary School on the school premises ,on May 11.

Contributions of Indreswar Borthakur recalled
Silpacharyya Indreswar Borthakur's contributions towards the enrichment of the Assamese art, theatre and dramatic literature and his primary role as a ideal educationist were recalled at a largely attended memorial function held on May 5 under the joint auspices of the Brihattar Panjabari Sahitya Sabha and the Shrimanta Sankardeva Kalakshetra Samaj.

The meeting held under the presidentship of Prafulla Chandra Barua, president of the BPSS was address by the Ram Goswami , dramatist and critic. Goswami said that Silpacharyya was not only an accomplished playwright, gifted stage actor , talented painter and sculptor but what is more he was a great teacher.

Save Majuli awareness programme organised 

The Majuli Suraksha Samity (MSS), an NGO for prevention of cultural heritage of Majuli and protection of this world's largest river Island against flood and unabated erosions by the river Brahamaputra, celebrated the Rangali Bihu at Guwahati by performing the traditional house to house Husori and Bihu from April 30 to May 1.

The NGO took up the programme as a part of the social awareness activities appealing for voice of the people in support of their "Save Majuli" movement against lackadaisical attitude of concerned circles in taking up sustainable protection measure to save Majuli , the never centre of Vaishnvaite art & culture.

6th conference Indian Council of Unitarian Churches
The Gauhati Brahmo Samaj has announced hosting of the 6th conference of the Indian Council of Unitarian Churches (ICUC) with a two days programme on May 11 and 12 in the premises of the Gauhati Brahmo Samaj, Panbazar.

The International Association of Religious Freedom(IARF) founded jointly by the Brahmo and the Unitarians in 1901 shall be represented in the conference by delegates from the UK and USA.

Govt pensioners' body meet at Dibrugarh
The general secretary of the Government Pensioners' Association, Assam informs in a press release that the 29th General Body meeting (1st Biennial General Body meeting ) of the Government Pensioners' Association , Assam was held at Dibrugarh recently.

The open session was held on at the police Reserve Auditorium, Dibrugarh under the partnership of Dr Indranath Bhayan while the welcome address was read by Sri Haranath Gohain, president of the reception committee and also the president of the Dibrugarh branch.

Haemophilia
The Haemophilia Society , Guwahati chapter organised a heamophilia awareness programme in various schools of the city. The programme was conducted by Naresh Chaudhary , New Delhi and Mukesh Garidia , secretary of the Guwahati chapter. The programme covered Don Bosco , Pragjyoti School, Army School, South Point School and Kendriya Vidyalaya, Maligaon . Several students of the schools participated in the programme . This was stated in a press release.

Kalita Alpine Janagosthi Sanmilan meet
The 14th annual conference of the All Assam Kalita Alpine Janagosthi sanmilan, held on Mangaldoi Bezpara on April 27 and 28 demanded creation of Brahamaputra valley Territorial Council under the modified sixth schedule (Article 244, 244(2),275) of the Indian Constitution for the indigenous people of the State in the light of remarks and recommendations made by the T P Tewari Commission.

Concern over AAU situation
Assam Agricultural University Teacher's Association (faculty of fisheries science) expressed concern over the prevailing situation at the varsity campus . In a statement , the faculty of fisheries science has appealed to the vice -chancellor to bring normalcy in the campus.

Rotary Club installs well near Bonda
Under street ,water project the well installed at Amgaon near Bonda was inagurated recently by Rotarian. Trilok Singh in presence of local people , Sri Kanu Biswas ,president, Panikhaiti Gaon Panchayat, past district governor, Dr NN Dutta and may other rotarians of Rotary Club of Guwahati, a press release said.

In his welcome address , NN Bharali , president Rotary Club of Guwahati stated that the sweet water project was undertaken in collaboration with Assam Sahitya Sabha, UK branch . He also informed that two more wells will be installed.

Assam Nagaland pensioners' meet
The first annual general meeting of All Assam Nagaland Pensioners' Association was held recently at Assam Pensioners' Bhawan , Chandmari, under the partnership of Sri Nalini Kanta Baruah . About 60 delegates from different districts units , of Assam attended the meeting . In the morning a delegate meeting was held on where various problems of the association , like payment of pension by the bank and treasury , payment of enhanced dearness release , enhancement of medical allowance from Rs 100/- to Rs 250/- , issue of identity cards etc. Were discussed thoroughly and some resolutions were adopted , according a press release. 

Courses in travel and tourism introduced
Rishi Institute of Professional Education has announced the introduction of a shore term one month foundation course and three months advanced course in travel and tourism beginning from 9th May. The minimum qualification required is 10+2, a press release said.

126 in fray for LADC polls in Mizoram 

Altogether 126 candidates were in the fray on 5th May, the last date for filing nominations, for the Lai Autonomous District Council (LADC) elections to be held on May 16, District council affairs department officials said. The last date for withdrawal is May 7, officials said.

While the ruling Mizo National Front (MNF) will contest all the 23 seats of the LADC , the opposition Congress has fielded candidates in 21 constituencies.

Lai People's Party (LPP) has contested 14 seats, the BJP 12 and Mizoram people's Conference seven, besides there are 46 Independents. 

Jamir stresses on afforestation in Nagaland 

The environmentalist in the Nagaland Chief Minister SC Jamir eclipsed the politician in him when he stressed the need to transform the enchanting hillocks and plains of the state into forest with special species of plants and trees.

"Our hillocks and plains are beautiful and instead of leaving them bare and barren , we should plant trees and plants of various species useful economically and otherwise ," the senior most politician of the region , Jamir said while addressing a gathering of Nagaland police officials recently at the Battalion headquarter of the 7th Nagaland Armed Police based here , he also inagurated the Bhandari police cum detention centre and the main gate of the battalion headquarter.

'More female cultivators than males in Meghalaya'

Matrilineal Meghalaya has all along been showing the predominence of women in various economic activities besides their occupying a position of pride in the family and society . And now the Census of India paper 3 released here yesterday has established that there are more female cultivators in the state than male.

The paper 3 revealed that female cultivators comprise 51.88 percent of the total cultivators in the state compared to 44.89 percent males. Through agriculture is the main economic activity in Meghalaya , only 47.80 percent of the workers are cultivators . However, the report has categorised 32.23 percent as 'other workers'.

East Garo Hills District , among the seven districts in the state ,has recorded the largest number of cultivators with 68.74 percent while East Kashi Hills District has the lowest with 18.83 percent.

Nyishis blame NDFB for crimes against them

The outlawed National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) militants has been held responsible for committing social crimes against the Nyishi people living in the bordering Assam. Sources informed that, several Bodo organisations, including All Bodo Students' Union (ABSU) and the Bodo Sahitya Sabha (BSS), the apex body of Bodos has criticized the NDFB for the crimes against the Nyishi people.

Meanwhile, Sri Rabiram Narzary, the ABSU president while speaking at a joint summit of the Nysihi and the Bodos of Arunachal and Assam, said that, all Bodos should not be held responsible for the shameful social crimes that has been committed by the handful of NDFB militants, and so said he that, the social boycott called by the Nyishi Elite Society and All Nyishi Students' Union against the Bodo community was unfortunate, and should be reviewed. 

Search operations on to flush KLO ultras from Bandaki forest

Top district police officials in a release said that, certain combing operations has been launched in the Bandaki forest beat area of Jaldapara reserve forest area to flush out the Kamatapur Liberation Organisation (KLO) extremists who holed up in Bandaki forest. SP Siddhinath Gupta informed that, the militants had taken shelter inside the forest after they were chased by the forces in Suripara village near Jaldapara. He said that, some of the militants even had some rations with them as they had forced the villagers to part with large quantities of cheera (flattened rice) before entering the forest.

Meanwhile, the police and para-military foces had stepped up combing operations in the adjoining villages of Jogindranagar, Mechbill, Kunjanagar, Moiradanga, Shalkumar, Kalabari, Pradhanpara and Bhangharhat areas.

Major developments approved for Agartala 

Four major projects for development works in Agartala has been approved by the Ministry of Urban Development, informed the sources. The National Building Construction Corporation Ltd. (NBCC) has taken up the projects for capital city of Agartala, which would envisage an amount of Rs. 44. 43 crore out of which Rs. 24.88 crore was already handed over to the implementing agency, said the NBCC sources. 

Centre urged to hold peace talks with ultras

While talking to newspersons, Rishang Keishing, a senior Congress leader and the newly-elected Rajya Sabha member of Manipur, urged the Centre to hold talks with different underground outfits of the North-east without any pre-condition for bringing peace in the region. Keishing said that, without solving the insurgency problem, no major development could be possible in the region. Later expressing hope that both the Centre and the underground groups would come forward for holding peace talks, Keishing said that, this would only help in improving the development works of the region. However, it is to be mentioned that, Keishing who had been the Manipur Chief Minister for over ten years, would aim at developing contact with big industrial houses outside the State for improving Manipur's economic condition.

Ultras killed in Agartala 

In a major haul between different factions of the underground groups, four militants were killed in rural Khowai subdivision in West Tripura district, on April 7. Sources informed that, the rebels known as Jitendra Debbarma, London Tripura, Binoy Debbarma and an unidentified ultra of the National Liberation Front of Tripura outfit's (NLFT) Nayanbashi Jamatia faction were killed by All-Tripura Tiger Force rebels, in a gun battle that took place in Khowai subdivision. However, the bullet riddled bodies of the slain rebels were recovered by the police from a jungle, on April 7.

Manipur ministers allocated with portfolios
The new Ministers inducted on March 23, were allocated with portfolios by the Manipur Chief Minister Okram Ibobi, on April 8. Sources informed that, Sri Singh had retained Home, Finance, Cabinet and personnel and administrative reforms with himself, while allocated the other departments to the other inducted ministers. Singh after being sworn in as Chief Minister along with three other ministers, had first expanded his ministry by inducting 13 Cabinet ministers and four ministers of State. Their portfolios were distributed three days after their appointments. He later inducted one more Cabinet minister and 11 ministers of State in another expansion on March 23. 

Additional forces deployed
While speaking in the State Assembly, Rima Taipodia, the Minister of State for Home, said that, the Arunachal Pradesh Government has deployed additional forces, including four companies of police and para-military forces in Tirap district to curb militancy from the State. However, expressing her grave concern over the spurt in activities of both the factions of NSCN in Tirap and Changlang districts and NDFB in Assam-Arunachal bordering districts, the Minister said that, the Centre has also been urged to change their decision to shift three battalions of Special Security Bureau personnel from Arunachal Pradesh to Indo-Nepal border as they were rendering remarkable services in the State.

Indian villagers kidnapped by Bangla miscreants

A group of armed Bangla miscreants had kidnapped three Indian villagers from Surma village of Tripura's Dhalai district, on April 5. Sources informed that, the group of Bangla miscreants raided the village, adjoining Indo-Bangla border and stormed the house of one Ramakanta Kairi. The miscreants looted the cash and other valuables worth Rs. 20,000 and beat the family members, forcibly taking away the house-owner, Mr. Kairi, Sanjib Kairi his nephew and Sebak Debroy, a neighbour. The BSF had launched a joint chase to catch hold of the miscreants, but they somehow managed to escape, under the cover of darkness. 
Appellations of Kant to youths

During his four day stay in Shillong, Vice President Krishan Kant, while delivering lectures in the twelfth convocation of the NEHU, made an appeal to the youths of the region to become the architects of the future North East rather than become the victims of history. He said the youths that they were stepping towards a new age that is dawning before them and so they should not lose their energy and stamina in meaningless discord, rather they should try to allow their vital energy to do something good for which they could be appreciated and lauded by the people around them. Later regretting the halting pace of development in the region, he attributed that it was mainly due to the inadequate attention to education at all levels, besides students turning their careers towards violence. Sri Kant further urged the youths to shun the path of violence as this could never lead to solution to the problems of the region or the people. 

3 ultras surrendered, one held in Mizoram
Three underground militants of the Union Territory Demand Army (UTDA) outfit has surrendered themselves to the Saiha district SP, Sri Aloke Kumar, on March 27. Sources informed that, the ultras were involved in looting of guns in the southern part of the State. However, it is to be mentioned that, the UTDA had demanded a separate union territory for the erstwhile undivided Chhimtuipui District comprising Lai, Mara and Chakma autonomous district councils.

Meanwhile, in another incident, the Mizoram police had arrested the leader of Mizoram Farmers Liberation Force (MFLF) in the State capital, on March 26. Sources informed that, the MFLF leader was arrested on the very day the group had called a statewide bandh that had failed to evoke any response. 

2 ultras killed, 8 jawans hurt in Manipur

In two separate encounters, two suspected members of the People's Liberation Army (PLA) were killed, while eight jawans were seriously injured, in Manipur, on March 28. Sources informed that, in an encounter with the 12th Assam Rifles jawans, two suspected PLA members were shot dead and were killed on the very spot, near Mayang-Langjing under Lamshang police station in Manipur's Imphal West district.

In another incident some heavily armed persons ambushed the MR and IRB personnel who were escorting oil-tankers at a place between Khongnem and Karong on NH-39 under Senapati police station in Manipur's Senapati district, on March 27, injuring the Army jawans seriously.

Stir over RS seat candidature

A Manipur body named Thoubal District Development and Demand Council (TDDDC) has threatened to intensify their ongoing agitation, demanding a Rajya Sabha member seat from the Thoubal District. The Council asserted that, their agitation would pressurize the Government immensely to accede to their demand. However, it is to be mentioned that, the Council has till date launched several agitational programmes including office closure, street corner meetings etc.

CRPF personnel held 2 ATTF ultras

In an encounter with the CRPF personnel, two hard-core ATTF militants were arrested in Khowai, on March 25. Sources informed that, the CRPF jawans acting on a specific information laid ambush at Nakdhtrabari under Khowai police station for the ATTF ultras. Suddenly, two huge groups of the outfit emerged on that spot and started extorting subscription from the villagers. They however, confronted the CRPF men, and an ensuing gunfight took place. In the incident two of the ATTF ultras were rounded up, with a huge cache of arms and ammunitions. The accused were however, identified as Saranjay Debbarma and Bimal Debbarma.

Legislation enacted to curb terrorism

In order to handle the rise in insurgent activities, the Arunachal Government has decided to bring about a legislation in the State, named 'Arunachal Pradesh Prevention of Organised Crime', immediately. Sources informed that, the legislation would also help in checking other criminal activities in the State. The State Chief minister, Mukut Mithi, while speaking at a passing out parade for the 32nd batch recruit constables at Banderdewa, on March 25, said that, such a law was necessary in the wake of recent insurgent activities in Tirap and Changlang districts, besides reports of the militants from neighbouring Assam and Nagaland trying to sneak into the State.

"Manipur DC in our custody" : NSCN (IM) admits abduction

Th. Muivah, the general secretary of the NSCN (I-M) faction, while admitting that the abducted DC of Manipur was in their custody, said that, he has set certain preconditions for releasing the official. He stated that, several preconditions has been set for the release of the official, stipulating that if the Government responds positively then the Deputy Commissioner would be released unharmed within the next few days. Later, Muivah has also demanded an immediate apology from the Government of India for the attack at Pallel in Chandel district in Manipur that led to the killing of 11 NSCN (IM) cadres. He had however, also demanded return of all weapons seized by India Reserve Battalion (IRBn) besides, a full-scale inquiry by a 'neutral' authority.

3 shot dead in separate incidents

Three persons, including an Assam Rifles jawan, a teacher and a senior forest officer were killed in three separate incidents in Manipur, on March 21. Sources informed that, an incident took place when a convoy of 12 Assam Rifles was coming towards their Mantripukhuri battalion head quarters. Suspected militants near Khabam Lamkhai along NH 39 under Heingang police station in Imphal West district, had blasted a bomb hitting the gypsy Maruti car, killing the Assam Rifles jawan, who happens to be the driver, on the very spot. Three other jawans were severely injured in the blast.

In another incident, an examination invigilator was shot dead by unidentified gunmen at Wangjing Higher secondary School in Thoubal district. The invigilator was identified as Md Sasurjaman of Sangaiyumpham, said the sources. Meanwhile, a senior forest officer of Thoubal was killed by unidentified gunmen at his quarter located at Langol housing complex, on March 21. The slain officer was identified as Kakai Haokip of New Checkon, Imphal.

Indo-Bangla talks to be started from April 7

The talks between India and Bangladesh, regarding the much awaited Agartala-Dhaka bus service issue, would be discussed from April 7. Sources informed that, this meet which is going to be held after a span of about eight months, would also discuss the issue of transit route through Bangladesh from Tripura to other parts of India. High level officials both from India and Bangladesh would participate in the four-day meeting to be held at Dhaka to boost the Indo-Bangladesh trade ties with special thrust to Tripura, said Tripura Industries Minister, Pabitra Kar.

Search operations began in Manipur

The abduction of the District Commissioner (DC) of Chandel district of Manipur, Mr. Yambem Thamkishore, has created tension in the entire state, with the local public leaders pressurizing the Government to launch search operations, immediately. Okram Ibobi Singh, the Manipur Chief Minister, while replying to a calling attention motion jointly moved by Nimaichand Luwang (Manipur People's Party) in the assembly said that, search operations to trace Mr. Thamkishore was yet to begin. He said that, the local leaders had informed the Government that they too were trying their best to find the whereabouts of the DC and develop contact the captors.

Meanwhile, security forces were awaiting word from the Manipur Government to begin operations against militants who kidnapped the Chandel DC, said the sources. 

Induction of 9 new ministers in Khonglam led-government

Taking the strength of the council of Ministry to the highest-ever 39, Meghalaya Chief Minister, Dr. F A Khonglam, had inducted nine new Ministers of Cabinet rank into his three month-old coalition People's Forum of Meghalaya (PFM) Government. Dr. Khonglam said that, portfolios to the new ministers would be allocated on March 21. The oaths of office and secrecy to the new ministers was administered by Governor M M Jacob, said the sources. However, it is to be mentioned that, the new ministers who sworn-in, on March 20, belonged to the United Democratic Party (UDP), which was ousted from power in December, 2001. Sources informed that, the UDP has joined the ruling alliance in a dramatic development on March 18, in the wake of the tussle among the alliance partners.

Mass exodus of Tripura girls cause serious concern

A massive search operation ordered by the Agartala police Head quarters revealed that, many young girls were found missing from different parts of the State. It has been a great matter of concern that, a large number of young girls from various places of Tripura had crossed over the border to undisclosed destinations in the Chittagong hill Tracts (CHT) of Bangladesh, informed the sources. The intelligence reports suggested that, most of the girls had left their places for joining the newly-formed women's wing of the underground National Liberation Front of Tripura (NLFT).

Meanwhile, SP (North) Joydeb Das, had ordered a close watch on the border along Kanchanpur subdivision through which most of the girls had crossed. He also asked all the security posts to keep a close watch on any unnatural movement of young girls along the border areas. However, it is also to be mentioned that, when the Kanchanpur police had talked to the parents of some of the missing girls, they showed reluctance in divulging more about their daughters. Police is at present trying to ascertain if the girls have left on their own or under threat.

BSF ambushed ultras in Tripura

In an ambush by the Border Security Force (BSF), three hard-core militants belonging to People's Liberation Army of Manipur and one belonging to NSCN (Khaplang) in North Tripura were held, on March 17. Sources informed that, the militants were coming from their Bangladesh camps enroute to Manipur, when they were suddenly detained by the BSF personnel while crossing over the border. An AK-47 rifle, a large number of grenades, three magazines and other incriminating documents were also recovered from the possession of the accused, informed the Defence sources.

4 ZRA members killed in Manipur

In an encounter with the Assam Rifles, four members of the Zoumi Revolutionary Army were killed at Thanglon village in Manipur's Churanchandpur district, on March 13. Sources informed that, a 20-minute encounter took place between the two, killing four of the ZRA members on the very spot, while, two others managed to escape in nearby border area.

Meghalaya RS nominee

The nominee for the lone seat of Rajya Sabha in Meghalaya has been propping up, with all the three major constituencies of the State viz, NCP, Congress and Meghalaya United Democratic Party (MUDP) fielding its own candidates. Sources informed that, this un-united decision of different parties has exposed cracks in the coalition Government of Meghalaya.

It is to be mentioned that, Congress has selected sitting Rajya Sabha member, O L Nongtdu, to be fielded for the seat. SS Lyngdoh was selected from MUDP's side, while Robert Kharshiing, was to be fielded from NCP's side. S D Kongwir of Opposition United Democratic Party (UDP) also filed his nomination, on March 14, informed the sources.

Okram Ibobi Singh of SPF ministry sworn in

Secular Progressive Front (SPF), the four-member ministry headed by 54-year old Congress Legislative Party has assumed office in Manipur, with the swearing oaths of SPF leader Okram Ibobi Singh, on March 6. Sources informed that, the nine-month long President's rule in Manipur came to an end with the swearing in of the SPF leader.

Along with Ibobi Singh, the 25th Chief Minister of Manipur, three other senior leaders of SPF constituents namely, Govindas Konthoujam of Manipur State Congress Party, Pheiroijam Parijat of CPI and Chunkhokai Doungel of NCP also sworn in. Governor Ved Prakash Marwah has administered the oath of office. The swearing in ceremony was attended by senior political leaders of the State, Government and police officials, apart from the former Chief Ministers of the State and several newly elected Assembly members.

It is to be mentioned that, the swearing in took place while a state-wide twelve hour bandh by All India Students Federation (AISF) was going on in the State. The bandh was called to press AISF's demand to disclose the report of the inquiry into marks tampering in the council of Higher Secondary Education. However, no untoward incident was reported from any part of the State, during the bandh hours, informed the sources. 

KSU picketing affected normal life in Shillong

The two-day picketing called by Khasi Students Union (KSU) on March 6-7 in Shillong has affected normal life in the East and West Khasi Hills and Ri-bhoi districts of Meghalaya. Sources informed that, Banks, financial institutions and attendance in Government offices was affected, despite the State Government issuing 'No work, no pay'.

It is to be mentioned that, the KSU had called for the agitation to press their demands, which included among many others, the termination of the services of the chairman and secretary of Meghalaya Board of Secondary Education (MBSE), in view of the recent leakage of question papers. 

NE Police chiefs meet in Sikkim

The 16th conference of the North East police chiefs would be held in Sikkim from March 8, said the sources. The police chiefs would discuss the overall law-and-order situation of the region, during the meet. All the chief police officials, including the Director General of police, together with other top officials of the State police forces, representatives of Central Para-Military Forces, Central agencies and Army corps were expected to be present at the conference to exchange views on the security issues of the north-eastern States. The meet would be inaugurated by Chief Minister Pawan Chamling. However, this is for the first time such a conference would be organised in Sikkim, informed the sources.

5 NE districts to receive global agriculture fund

In order to implement the agricultural development projects of the region, the Integrated Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) has sanctioned an amount of $ 20 million loan to the North Eastern Council (NEC) for the development of five districts in the North-east. Sources informed that, IFAD has also proposed a loan of $ 60 million each to Meghalaya and Uttaranchal.

Phrang Roy Mawlong, the IFAD assistant president, while briefing to newspersons said that, the organization had identified the five districts of the region for community resource management programme, after a survey conducted by it through the NEC. The five districts which are about to receive the fund includes West Garo Hills and West Khasi Hills districts in Meghalaya, Ukhrul and Senapati districts in Manipur and Karbi Anglong district in Assam, informed the IFAD sources.

Meghalaya govt in a hassle: Congress threatens to withdraw

The present FA Khonglam led-government in Meghalaya was threatened by the Congress (I) about its withdrawal from the government, due to the instability created in the State by several parties. S C Marak, the former Chief Minister and the president of the Meghalaya Pradesh Congress Committee (MPCC), while addressing newspersons said that, the demand for withdrawal by partymen was immensely strong and so, he along with other leaders would meet the Block and District Congress president at Tura before taking a final decision. However, he said that, the only reason the Congress was continuing in the government was because there was no other alternative.

Centre urged to close NE ultra camps in Bangladesh

Manik Sarkar, the Tripura Chief Minister called upon the Centre to pursue Bangladesh Government to close down all the North East militant camps in its territory without further delay. He demanded immediate handing over of the militants held in Bangladesh to Indian authorities. Later resenting at the situation Sarkar said that, though the Centre was continuously intimated about the presence of the ultras in Bangladesh, yet no steps has been taken till date from the concerned authorities. Sri Sarkar however, in order to prevent the sneaking of the ultras sought a full Army brigade in Tripura for counter-insurgency operations and augmentation of BSF strength to effectively guard 856 km long porous Indo-Bangla border. He also demanded a helicopter under State government's disposal for security force development in inaccessible localities and for commercial purposes. 

Meghalaya Govt. opens door for peace talks

In order to find a peaceful solution to the decade long problem, the Meghalaya Government has kept their doors open for the militants to come forward and sit for discussions. Chief Minister Dr. F.A. Khonglam, informed that, the Meghalaya Government has kept the doors open for discussions with the Hynniewtrep National Liberation Council (HNLC) and the Achik National Volunteer Council (ANVC), the two banned militant outfits in the State. While discussing the issue in the State Assembly, Dr. Khonglam said that, the State Government has accepted the offer of the Shillong Khasi Jaintia Church Leaders' Forum (SKJCLF) to act as a mediator between the Government and the HNLC to bring the outfit to discussion table. However, a Cabinet sub-committee meeting would be held to take a formal decision on the Church recommendation, on April 11, said Dr. Khonglam.

1 NSCN (IM) cadre killed

In a major haul between the two factions namely, the NSCN (IM) and its arch rival NSCN (K), a hard-core NSCN (IM) ultra was killed at New Khamlang village under Miao circle in Changlang district of Arunachal Pradesh, on March 31. Sources informed that, the factional clash lasted for about an hour and an AK-47 assault rifle of the slain militant was snatched away by the NSCN (K) activists.

Garo Hills police killed ULFA militant

A hard-core ULFA militant was shot dead in a joint operation by the West Garo hills police and its combat team of Meghalaya Police, at Dalledela village under Phulbari police station, on March 30. Sources informed that, the encounter took place, when the police teams acting on specific information, searched the entire area. The militants present at that area suddenly opened fire at the police teams which led to a retaliatory firing from the police teams killing the militant on the very spot. A huge cache of arms and ammunitions were also recovered from the slain militant, said the police sources. 

Nominees file papers for RS seat in Manipur

Two veteran political leaders Rishang Keishing (Congress) and Radhabinod Koijam (Samata Party) has filed their nomination papers for the coveted lone Rajya Sabha seat, in Manipur. Sources informed that, the election for the Rajya Sabha seat would be slated for April 18. However, it is to be mentioned that, both the nominees were former Chief Ministers of the State.

POTO opposed in Tripura

Though the POTO gets passed in the joint session of the Parliament, the ruling Left Front would not introduce POTO in Tripura and West Bengal, said Sri Prakash Karat in Hyderabad, on March 21. Sources informed that, Karat has also appealed to other non-BJP Governments not to bring POTO into force in their respective States. He later claimed that, the POTO is worse than TADA, which can be enforced against the journalist.

Nagaland Budget session began on Mar. 24

During the opening day of the current Budget session in the Nagaland Assembly, the Nagaland Governor, Shyamal Dutta, said that, the process that had been initiated between the Centre and the NSCN factions, should be conducted in a transparent manner and the people in the State posted with the progress from time to time. He said that, the process should be expedited to reach a political solution of the Naga issue that has been prevailing in the State, since long. He later apprised that, the Naga issue could be solved only when all sections of the people, both underground and overground, comes forward to discuss all critical issues in an environment free from fear and suspicion.

NE militants plenty in Shillong : Sangma

Meghalaya Home Minister, Lotsingh A Sangma, while speaking in the State Assembly, said that, several north-east militant groups including NSCN, ULFA and BLTF has made the State Capital their centre of meetings and other activities. Replying to a question asked during the last Assembly session on the law-and-order situation of the State, Sangma said that, the NE militants were responsible for creating the banned militant groups of the Hynniewtrep National Liberation Council (HNLC) and Achik National Volunteer Council (ANVC) in the state. He later said that, the militants has created a sense of fear and insecurity among the citizens, with their spurt in activities.

Later, he reported that, during the past year, more than 77 militants were arrested, 17 were killed in encounters and 32 surrendered. He asserted that, the State is during the current year relatively peaceful, but the increasing extortion cases, robbery, dacoity and kidnapping by the militants and other criminal gangs has created .

Meanwhile, M M Jacob, the Meghalaya Governor, appealed to the militant organisations of the State to come to the negotiating table to sort out their problems and shun the path of violence.

Rejoining of UDP in Meghalaya govt. shocks everyone

The rejoining of the main Opposition United Democratic Party (UDP) to the unstable politics in Meghalaya, has brought a strange twist in the Meghalaya government. Sources informed that, the support of the recently ousted UDP in the government, has raised the strength of the ruling coalition to 56 in a house of 60.

The Congress party, which is a major partner in the People's Forum of Meghalaya (PFM) however, after the UDP's support, received a major jolt as eight ministers belonging to the party were dropped from the Ministry headed by F A Khonglam. Sources later informed that, all the dropped ministers were from the Garo hills indicating Purno A Sangma's hand in snubbing his rivals.

NSCN (IM) seeks clarification from Centre on Manipur ambush

Condemning the killing of its cadres, the NSCN (IM) urged the Centre to clarify its stand on the incident and book the culprits to uphold the current Naga peace process and prevent undesirable reprisals. The Information and Publicity wing of the outfit, while calling the incident an act of barbarism of the Indian draconian laws, claimed that, their cadres were on their way to celebrate 'Naga Republic Day', when suddenly the Indian Reserve Battalion (IRB) person ambushed them. However, police sources quoted that, the NSCN (IM) members were killed in an encounter with the police and IRB personnel, when asked to stop their hijacked mini truck.

ANVC-NSCN ambush kills five

Suspected Achik National Volunteer Council (ANVC) and National Council of Nagalim (NSCN-IM) had struck a Shaktiman police truck, killing three policemen and two civilians in an ambush in West Khasi Hills District of Meghalaya, on March 15. Sources informed that, during the ambush, the police truck was on its way to Rajaju from Mawpyllum and the personnel were on their way to report for duty. A Sub-Inspector and two other constables of the Indian Reserve Battalion (IRBn) along with the driver and helper of the truck were killed on the spot during the attack, informed the sources. The ambush also left a policeman and a girl injured. Both were later rushed to the civil hospital for treatment. The deceased were identified as SI Prafulla Gogoi, constable D Marak and constable A Marak. Sources informed that, the ultras had also snatched three self-loading rifles and 150 rounds of ammunition from the slain policemen. 

Portfolios allotted to Manipur Ministers

The ministers of Manipur SPF-led Government had been allotted with the portfolios, on March 15. Sources informed that, the Manipur Chief Minister, Okram Ibobi Singh has kept home, finance, medical and agriculture departments for himself and allocated the other portfolios to the other new ministers. The other Cabinet ministers who were allocated with portfolios, include Thoudam Denedr, been allocated the Industries department, Govindas Konthoujam got Public Health Engineering, Ph Parijat got Food and Civil Supplies department, Ngamthang Haokip been alloted with the Tribal Development, Ch Doungel got Forest department, Gaikhangam got Works, M Nara Singh got Sericulture and Arts and Culture department, Vivek Raj got Social Welfare department, Yumnam Erabot got Education, Abdul Salam got Co-operation, E Biramani Got Revenue department, N Mangi got Irrigation and Flood Control department, Phungzathang got Power, R K Thekho got Horticulture department, Y Mani got Veterinary and Nanndakumar got Urban Development department. However, the portfolios which had not been allocated to others would be looked after by the Chief Minister Mr. Singh himself.

The ministers of State with Independent charge were also been appointed, and they include W Brajabidhu (Minor Irrigation), S Natum (Transport), A Aza (Sports) and W Keishing (Fisheries), informed the sources.

Boycott Bodos socially : called Nyishi leaders'

In order to keep themselves aside from bearing the brunt of Bodo atrocities, the Nyishi leaders in Arunachal Pradesh, demanded deployment of police reinforcements at Seijusa in East Kameng dstrict, on March 13. Sources informed that, the Nyishi Elite Society (NES) has submitted a memorandum to the Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister Mukut Mithi, alleging that, the Nyishis were being subjected to Bodo atrocities, including extortion and kidnapping for ransom in recent months.

Later, being unable to tolerate such atrocities from the Bodo people, the NES president Dr. Ligu Tacho and secretary Techi Nyokum, and the All Nyishi Students' Union president gave a call to socially boycott the Bodos living and working in Arunachal Pradesh and sought for the State and the Central Governments intervention against the atrocities.

NSCN (IM) welcomes Centre's invitation for peace talks

The Centre's invitation to the NSCN (IM) outfit's top brass to come to the country for peace talks has been appreciated by the NSCN-IM, regarding that, the Government has to be sincere in its implementation. Sources informed that, the outfit had accepted the Prime Minister's offer as a good gesture, but they insisted on sincerity on the part of the Centre to remove all obstacles in the way for the success of the peace talks.

It is to be mentioned that, earlier Union Home Minister, Sri LK Advani had made an appeal to NSCN-IM senior leaders to come over to the country and hold political dialogue at a place of their choice to expedite the ongoing talks process. However, several rounds of discussion were held between the Centre's negotiators and the NSCN-IM leaders in Europe and Bangkok in the past four years but, the actual political talks on substantive issues were yet to start, said the NSCN-IM sources.

SPF ministry won vote of confidence

A vote of confidence has been won by the six-day-old Secular Progressive Front (SPF) ministry led by Chief Minister Okram Ibobi Singh, in the 60-member House, which was later expanded with the induction of 17 new ministers. Sources informed that, the swearing-in of 13 Cabinet ministers and four ministers of State took place on March 12, and Governor Ved Marwah administered the oath of office and secrecy to the new ministers. Earlier in the first session of the 8th Manipur Assembly, informed the sources, the SPF ministry has won the confidence motion by voice vote.

Haokip elected as Speaker of Manipur Assembly

T N Haokip, the Congress MLA from Saikwat Assembly constituency has been elected as the 14th Speaker of Manipur Legislative Assembly, on March 12. Sources informed that, Mr. Haokip has defeated his rival candidate and former Opposition leader, O Joy, by a margin of 12 votes in the Speaker's election held in Manipur. It is to be mentioned that, the former Chief Minister and BJP MLA, R K Dorendro who had been appointed pro-term Speaker of the House had conducted the election of Speaker's post.

Marwah assures Govt's prompt action against insurgency

While addressing the State Assembly, Ved Marwah, the Manipur Governor, asserted that, the State Government would strictly maintain law and order situation in the State, and would also take effective measures to open dailogue with insurgent outfits. He hoped that, the insurgent outfits would take cognizance of the suffering of the people and would respond favourably to the appeal for a negotiated settlement. Marwah later stated that, the State Government was also determined to provide clean, transparent and effective governance with the active involvement and participation of the people at the grass-root level. He also assured that, the government would endeavour to maximise external and Central assistance for major projects in the State, and added that, one of the thrust areas would be to expedite the extension of the rail line from Jiribam to Imphal. 

Budget of NC Hills for 2002-2003 passed

The district Budget of NC Hills has been passed on March 4, in its emergent session, under the presidentship of Mr. Nirmal Maramsa, Chairman, North Cachar Hills Autonomous Council. Official sources informed that, the total estimated amount for the year 2002-2003 under plan is Rs. 8,052.10 lakh and under non-plan Rs. 6,627.89 lakh showing the approximate increase by 50 per cent against plan and 30 per cent against non-plan.

It is to be mentioned that, the NCHAC has prepared its Budget as per MoU on the basis of actual requirement and then sent to the State Government, but the Government has cut the amount made by the NCHAC, changing the Budget entirely, showing its disregards towards the councils' proposals. This has been however, pointed out as the main reason for which development works almost all the departments came to standstill in the half-way.

BJP mandal committee formed in Tura

Highly placed sources informed that, a largely attended public meeting was held at village Harigaon under the presidentship of Mr. Birendra Kumar Hajong, president of West Garo-Hills plain district, on March 9. Sources informed that, the meeting was attended by Mr. S.N. Koch, Advocate, Mr. Biplab Bose, Mr. Binod Koch and Mr. Sankar Dalu, among many others. While addressing the meeting, Mr. S.N. Koch gave a call upon the people of Garo hills, in general and the people of Selsela Assembly constituency, in particular to join Bharatiya Janata Party to save the nation from the depredation, plundering and misrule of Congress party.

Fake currency seized in Agartala

A huge quantity of fake Indian currency was seized by the personnel of the Airport Police Station at Narshinghar within two km from the Indo-Bangla border, from a person, on March 7. Sources informed that, one Ibrahim Mia was seen handing over the fake notes to one Amulya Debnath in the latter's grocery shop at Narshingar. Police had arrested both Ibrahim Mia and Mr. Debnath for their illegal action and were interrogated later on.

It is to be mentioned that, this was the third incident of recovering fake Indian currency in Tripura during the last six months. However, the fake currency recovered from the accused counted one ninety-nine fake notes of Rs. 100 denomination, informed the police sources. 

5th CAB meet held in Kohima

A highly placed source informed that, the fifth Ceasefire Advisory Board (CAB) meeting between the NSCN (K) cadres and the representatives of Centre was held in Kohima, on March 7. Sources informed that, the closed-door cease-fire meeting was held in a cordial atmosphere, and various issues pertaining to implementation of cease-fire ground rules and the designated camps of the NSCN (K) in several places of the State were discussed.

Normal life paralysed in West Tripura district bandh

The 24-hour West Tripura district bandh called by the ruling CPI (M) has paralysed normal life in the entire district, with the closure of all the offices, banks, educational institutions and commercial shops. It is to be mentioned that, the bandh was called as a protest against the killing of the two non-tribals by insurgents, on March 3. However, no untoward incident was recorded from any part of the district during the bandh hours, informed the official sources. 

Security in Meghalaya beefed up for KSU stir

In order to prevent any untoward incident on the picketing days called by the Khasi Students' Union (KSU), of all the State and Central Government offices and financial institutions on March 6-7, the Meghalaya Government has strengthened the security measures in the State. Sources informed that, the government has expressed grave concern over the KSU's move and said that this would pose a threat to maintenance of law and order and a disturbance to public peace and tranquillity at a time when HSLC and ICSC examinations are going on.

Meanwhile, State Government has directed the government employees to attend duties on the days of picketing and warned them of disciplinary action if they remained absent from their duty. However, it is to be mentioned that, the KSU has called for the picketing, in demand for sacking of the top officials of the Meghalaya Board of Secondary Education (MBOSE) and resumption of talks with the government on its 10-point charter of demands.

Rs. 40 crore deficit Budget in Tripura

Amidst opposition against the Opposition parties, the Tripura Finance Minister B. Choudhury has tabled Rs. 40 crore deficit and tax-free annual Budget of Rs. 2,732.70 crore in the State Assembly, on March 4. Sources informed that, the opposition parties has staged out a walkout in protest against the Speaker's refusal to accept their demand for deferment of Budget presentation following the death of LS Speaker G M C Balayogi.

National Grid to be created : Prabhu

Union Minister for Power Suresh Prabhu, while addressing newspersons in Shillong, said that, a National Grid would soon be created to improve transmission network between the region and the rest of the country. He said that, the sole purpose for creating the National Grid was to evacuate extra power from the region for the rest of the country. Later, Mr. Prabhu said that, all plans regarding the creation of the National Grid has already been completed and that the Parliament would take a final decision on this regard in the next few days. Together with the Union Minister Suresh Prabhu, the Minister of State for Power, Jayawanti Mehta and the Union Joint Secretary for Power, Anil Razdan were also present during the meeting at Shillong.

Lohit district new haven for ultras

With the attitude of finding a safe haven anywhere inside the State, the militants of the Arunachal Dragon Force, both factions of the NSCN and the ULFA, have made Lohit district a hub of activity among the members. Sources informed that, the security forces were intimated about the presence of the ultras in the Tirap and Changlang districts of Arunachal, but the recent development of the militants has made the agencies to sit up and take notice.

However, security agencies has decided to draw up an action plan to flush out the militants from the area immediately, informed the security sources. 

Leakage of paper led to cancellation of exam

In the wake of large-scale leakage of question papers of Arts, Science and Commerce streams, the on-going Higher Secondary School Leaving Certificate (HSSLC) examination of the Meghalaya Board of Secondary Education (MBOSE) has been cancelled by the Meghalaya Government, on February 24. J Tayeng, the State chief secretary informed that, the entire examination would be held again with a new set of question papers and the date for the examination would be announced at the emergency meeting of the MBOSE scheduled to be held on February 26.

Meanwhile, four officials of the MBOSE has been placed under suspension by the State education department on charge of involvement in the leakage of papers. The CID of Meghalaya Police has registered a case and investigations are on. Moreover, government has also ordered checking at all the examination centres of the State.

Cong ahead of others in Manipur

According to the results of Manipur Assembly elections declared so far, Congress is going a step ahead of the other parties with 12 seats, while Federal Party of Manipur was running second with nine seats in the 60-member House. Election sources later informed that, Congress was leading in some constituencies including Wabagai, while BJP secured five seats, Manipur State Congress Party four, Manipur People's Party two, and Manipur National Conference, Samata Party, NCP and CPI bagged one seat each.

Repoll in 59 booths in Tripura demanded

Alleging that the ruling Left Front had resorted to rigging in the February 21 by-poll, the Congress has demanded repoll in several polling booths across West Tripura parliamentary constituency. Birajit Sinha, the TPCC president, claimed that, during the polling hours armed CPI-M cadres had captured booths, cast false votes and assaulted agents of Congress candidates, and so he demanded repoll in 59 polling booths in various areas of the constituency. 

Repoll in 81 booths in Manipur

According to the State election authority information, 81 polling booths were ordered for repoll in Manipur. Sources informed that, earlier the authority had ordered 73 polling centres for repoll in 5 hill districts including the NSCN (IM) strong-hold hill districts, but later after getting inner information of the poll from other hill districts, the authority has decided to repoll 81 booths for the second phase of the 8th Manipur Assembly elections. However, repolling would be held on February 24 and 25, decided the authority, said the sources.

Violence in Manipur during poll hours : four security men killed

Militants killed four security personnel including an Army captain in an ambush at Yaripok area in Thoubal district, on February 21. Sources informed that, the Assam Rifles personnel were killed while patrolling the area for smooth movement of polling personnel to interior polling stations in hill districts. They were killed by ultras using rocket launchers from nearby hilltops. However, after the ambush, the militants fled to nearby thick hilly jungles, said the sources.

Meanwhile, a caller who identified himself as a spokesman of the MPA said that, the ambush was launched as a part of their armed fight for an independent Manipur. 

West Tripura by-poll ends

The Parliamentary bye-elections to West Tripura Constituency has ended peacefully amidst tight security arrangements, on February 21. Sources informed that, 9,89,975 voters had exercised their franchise to decide the fate of nine candidates including Khagen Das (CPI-M), Mani Deb (Congress), Sudhir Ranjan Majumdar (Trinamool Congress) and Rajkumar Kamaljit Singh (NCP).

Repoll at several polling booths in Manipur

Following incidence of rigging, booth capturing and burning of election materials during the second phase of State Assembly polls, repoll of more than 50 polling stations would be held in Manipur, said the election office sources. However, the exact number of the booths and the date of the repoll has not been scheduled yet, as details from the interior areas of the five hill districts which went to the polls in the second phase was yet to be received, said the sources.

HNLC ultras shot dead in encounter

In a dramatic chase and encounter, a unit of the Special Operations Team (SOT) of the Meghalaya Police gunned down three suspected Hynniewtrep National Liberation Council (HNLC) in Meghalaya, on February 19. Sources informed that, after receiving definite information about the coming of the HNLC militants to a businessman's house at Laitumkhrah to extort money, the SOT was lying in wait of the militants, when suddenly a maruti car arrived on the spot. The suspected ultras present in the car somehow spotted the police vehicle and then sped off towards Ghora Line, with the police in a hot chase. The chase ended in a mishap, when the maruti car, in which the ultras were traveling skidded into a ditch and suddenly exploded engulfing the car, and killing the three ultras on the very spot. However, no arms and ammunitions were recovered from the car as everything was charred in the fire, said the SP, East Khasi Hills. 

16 persons injured in scuffle outside secretariat

In a major scuffle between two sides, as the forces tried to disperse a dharna from the front of the Secretariat gate, at least sixteen persons including four policemen and twelve striking employees of Arunachal Pradesh secretariat were injured, on February 18. Sources informed that, the police had rounded up about 300 employees and later released them on personal bond.

It is to be mentioned that, the Arunachal Pradesh Secretariat Employees Association (APSEA) has observed a five-day pen-down strike till February 8, and had launched a dharna on February 18, demanding among others the lifting of ban on filling up of 50 percent vacant due to retirement, lifting of ban on recruitment to existing vacant posts, liveries, release of adhoc bonus and equal work-equal pay. However, the State Cabinet has announced the application of no work no pay against the striking employees, revealed the sources.

CPI-M leader killed in Tripura

In an incident involving militants, a leader of the ruling CPI-M was killed in Tripura, on February 14. Sources informed that, a group of NLFT insurgents raided Champawhar village of West Tripura district on February 13, and kidnapped Binay Debbarma, a member of a local committee of the ruling CPI-M from his house and killed him after dragging him about two km away from his house. Police sources informed that, his bullet riddled dead body was recovered on February 15, from a paddy field in the village.

Meanwhile, a search operation has been launched to nab the culprits.

Sangma claims NCP's victory in Manipur polls

The National Congress Party (NCP) would emerge as the single largest party in Manipur, claimed P A Sangma, the NCP general secretary. While addressing a press conference, Sangma said that, he was of the view that the NCP would become the largest party as no party would get absolute majority in the Assembly election. Later, referring to the recent civic polls in Maharastra, he said that, the performances of NCP in cities like Ullasnagar were better, but in Mumbai and Thane results were not expected.

AUTA supports AUSU movement

The demands of the Arunachal University Students Union (AUSU) for upgradation of the State's sole University to a Central one, has also been supported by the Arunachal Univeristy Teachers' Association (AUTA). The association has however, requested the State Government to take sustained follow-up measures in pursuing the matter. The AUTA also referred to UGC's recent guidelines for submission of proposal for creation of new Central Universities and upgradation of few State universities to the status of Central University, with the basic principle of having at least one Central University in each State.

ATTF ultras attacked Assam Rifles camp in Tripura

The Assam Rifles camp at Ratanpur in West Tripura was attacked by the banned All Tripura Tiger Force (ATTF), on February 12. Sources informed that, a group of armed ATTF militants, in a daring attempt had attacked the Army camp in the evening, which was later retaliated by the Army jawans forcing the insurgents to retreat after about 50 minutes of fierce shoot-out. Though no one was killed in the incident, an Assam Rifles jawan was injured. However, a massive search operation has been launched to nab the fleeing militants, and BSF has also been alerted in the area. 

Minister's arrest demanded by Tripura Congress

The speech given by the State Urban Development Minister, Sudhir Das, in Dhalai district, has created much controversy among the Tripura Congress, for which they had demanded an immediate arrest of the Minister. Sources informed that, the minister has during his speeches, in two public meetings held at Manikbhandar and Halhali in Tripura, asked the CPI (M) cadres to take up arms against opposition Congress INPT workers during the ensuing West Tripura Lok Sabha bye-poll. The minister was also reported to have asked his cadres to identify the Congress workers and supporters and the houses where the Opposition parties hold meetings and take actions, informed the sources.

Thus, in protest against such inflammatory speech which are certain to spark off violence, the Tripura Congress workers has demanded an immediate arrest of Sudhir Das.

Manipur torch rally on Feb. 11

In protest against the United Naga Council-sponsored 'declaration' which was signed by 47 Naga candidates, thousands of people took out a torch rally in Manipur, on February 11. Sources informed that, the people during the agitation shouted slogans against any attempt to disintegrate the State, and has also attempted to break the barricades put up at Keisampat, Uripok and Wangkhei palace complex. 

Miscreants attacked house of Cong candidate in Imphal

A group of unidentified gunmen, fired at a Congress candidate's house in Imphal, on February 11. This is yet another attack upon the Congress (I) candidate Kunjeshwor at Wangkhei Yonglan Leirak in Imphal East district, said the sources. Tension prevailed in the entire district, as this incident of attacking the Congress candidates houses, has been repeatedly going on since a month ago. This incident however, took place at around 6.30 pm, and hopefully Kunjeshwor was not present at his house during the incident, said the sources.

Manipur polls viewed

Official sources informed that, the BJP may have a post-poll tie up with Samata Party in the State, as no party in the fray, including the Congress party would be in a position to form the Government in Manipur on its own. The BJP has fielded candidates in 47 seats out of 59 seats in the 60-member House, and has a fair chance to win over, at least 20 seats, said the sources. It is to be mentioned that, several BJP leaders of the Centre has been flying to Manipur including Kariya Munda, Minister of State for Home Affairs, I.D. Swami, for campaigning in the State. However, absence of senior leaders including Union Home Minister, LK Advani in the campaigning in the State might have an adverse impact for the party.

Meanwhile, some of the senior Congressmen in the State has expressed their unhappiness over the tour schedule of AICC president Sonia Gandhi, during her one-day visit to the State. They were displeased with her as she concentrated mainly on the valley areas of the State.

IPFT, TUJS decide to work under one umbrella

Two powerful tribal parties, namely the IPFT and TUJS has joined hands among each other and has formally announced their merger and emergence of Indigenous Nationalist Party of Tripura (INPT), on February 7. Sources informed that, Bijoy Hrangkhawl, the former militant leader who had dissolved his Tripura National Volunteers and joined the IFT, has been made the first president of the INPT. Rabindra Debbarma, the general secretary of TUJS was elected as the general secretary of INPT, Nagendra Jamatia and Debabrata Koloy were made the vice-presidents, while assistant general secretaries are Amiya Debbarma, Ananta Debbarma and Sridam Debbarma, and Ratimohan Jamatia was made the treasurer of the INPT.

This emergence of the INPT in Tripura politics is however, considered as a formidable development in view of the militancy problem, said the sources.

Tripura gripped with poll fever

The parties in fray for the ensuing Lok Sabha bye-poll has geared up their election campaigning programmes with a show, in the entire State. Leaders of several parties has visited the State and are expected to address the rallies to be held in West Tripura Lok Sabha segment and among these the most important persons include AICC president Sonia Gandhi, former West Bengal Chief Minister Jyoti Basu. Santosh Mohan Dev is also expected to attend poll campaign in the State, next week. Sources informed that, the CPI (M) has already completed mobilisation of all its forces to join the electioneering. While subscription collection for the poll funds is on full swing, local committees leaving no stone unturned for making it a gala campaign. However, reports have also been received from different parts of the State of forceful collection of subscription, informed the sources.

Naga Hoho, church bodies meet to review political scene

In a meeting held in Nagaland, the Naga Hoho, the apex tribal council's co-ordination committee, various NGOs and church organisations reviewed the latest political situation in Naga-inhabited areas of the State. Sources informed that, the meeting was briefed on a Naga Hoho delegation's talks with NSCN (IM) leaders in Bangkok. In the meeting the organisations welcoming the cease-fire between the Kuki National Front and NSCN (IM) also urged the two rival NSCN factions to stop their armed confrontations. The Naga Hoho, also urged the NSCN (IM) to reciprocate positively to the cease-fire announced by the NSCN (K), in the meeting. 

6 killed in NLFT attack

In a major attack by the National Liberation Front of Tripura (NLFT) militants, six persons were killed, including a woman, and five others injured at Paschim Nalicherra in Dhalai district, on February 5. Sources informed that, the militant group of 20 members suddenly raided the village under Ambassa police station, and started firing indiscriminately from automatic weapons, at the villagers, killing six persons on the very spot. 

Ultra attacks Congress candidate's house

Tension prevails in Manipur, with the second ultra attack at the residence of a Congress candidate of Wangjing Tentha constituency, S Suresh Singh, in Manipur's Thoubal district, on February 4. Sources informed that, a group of heavily armed unidentified militants opened fire at Mr. Singh's house at Wangjing Tentha area, during night time with the intention of causing damages to him. However, as according to sources reports, no one was injured in the firing.

Members of NCHAC elected

Nine members of the North Cachar Hills Autonomous Council (NCHAC) has been elected as its executive members, on January 28. The members has been formally elected by the Assam Governor Lt. Gen (Retd) SK Sinha. These include Birat Lagthasa, Thianga Nampui, Ahtong Lienthang, Nindu Langthasa, Lalzawthang Hmar, Ajit Boro, Martin Teron, Kethanon Bathari and Romendra Langthasa.

1 killed two injured in ultra attack

Two CRPF personnel sustained bullet injuries and a woman was killed in an ultra attack, on January 25. Sources informed that, a heavily armed group of militants ambushed a CRPF party belonging to 112th battalion at Jivan Nagar-Kukimun area in Manipur. In the ensuing gunbattle a woman passer-by was killed and two CRPF personnel received severe injuries in the attack.

Sikkim Govt. urged to revoke order

Sikkim Government has been urged by the Gorkha National Liberation Front (GNLF) to stop dismissal of muster roll (MR) and work charged (WC) employees, from the job. Dawa Pakhrin, the president of the GNLF Kalimpong branch, in a press release said that, the Sikkim government has decided to give a death blow to the lowly paid MR and WC employees, who have been ekeing out their livelihood most diligently and sincerely. Later, reacting against the Sikkim Government's decision, the GNLF alleged that, the government has decided to dismiss the workers only because they hail from Darjeeling Gorkha hills and Dooars, and are outsiders. The government in fact, has decided to accommodate own people in government job, said the sources. 

KSU chief's remarks irked Garo Hills citizens' body

The remarks made by the KSU president, Paul Lyngdoh, that the HSSLC centre should be shifted to Shillong, has disturbed the Garo citizens' Forum, comprising of all the NGO's and citizens of Garo Hills. Lyngdoh alleged that the leakage of question papers was due to the corrupt practices of the Meghalaya Board of Secondary Education (MBOSE) officials at Tura.

Meanwhile, many citizens and the head of NGOs held a meeting at Durama College, in Tura, where they condemned the remarks of the KSU, and said that, it was wrong to point an accusing finger at the Board officials at Tura when the leakage had actually taken place outside of Garo Hills. IK Sangma, the Principal of Durama College said that, it was worth to make conclusions only after the investigation was over. Later, the members present in the meeting called for an Action Committee to enquire into the matter and claimed that, there was a conspiracy to shift the MBOSE office away from Tura. 

Shun violence come forward : Governor Seth urged ultras

During his speech at the Budget session of the Tripura Legislative Assembly, Governor Lt Gen (retd) KM Seth, called upon all the ultras to shun the path of violence and join the mainstream for development works of the tribals in the rural areas. He said that, the North-east militants had set up their base camps in neighbour Bangladesh and had been operating from there. He also informed that, the militants had been using Tripura as a corridor since several years back.

The Budget session of the Tripura Legislative Assembly however, began in Tripura from February 27, said the official sources.

Violence prevailed amidst tight security during polls in Manipur

In the second phase of Manipur Assembly poll, 90 per cent of the electorate exercised their franchise amidst terrible violence. Sources informed that, the whole day of the second phase election witnessed rampant booth capturing and snatching of ballot papers coupled with the abduction of a presiding officer. HS Sandu, the Deputy General of Police (Operations), while briefing to newspersons, said that, the militants of the outlawed groups swooped down on five polling stations, and forcibly captured the ballot boxes and stamped the papers in Chandel constituency of Chandel district, while in two polling station of Tengnaupal constituency of the same district, polling had to be adjourned following large-scale rigging and unsavory practices.

Nyishis condemns Bodo ultras for terrorizing Nyishi people

Illegal collection of unlawful taxes, abduction for ransom and encroachment of the Nyishi areas has harassed the Nyishi people of Arunachal Pradesh living in the foot hills bordering Assam. Sources informed that, the All Nyishi Students Union (ANSU) has, in view of these harassment's, criticized the Bodo militant organisations and has also threatened them of retaliation. Hayeng Mangfi, the ANSU president, while speaking to newspersons, said that, the atrocities on the Nyishi people has crossed all the limits and there is every possibility of retaliation if the situation does not improve. He later appealed the right-minded Bodo people of the bordering areas to take appropriate steps so that both the communities live in peace and harmony.

4 persons killed in Manipur

In an ambush carried out by unidentified gunmen near Maphou Dam in Saikul Assembly constituency under Senapati district, four persons including a jawan of Indian Reserve Battalion, two polling personnel and a civilian were killed and several others injured, on February 20. Sources informed that, the attack was a sporadic incident of poll-related violence, as the second phase of the eight state Assembly election was about begin in Manipur. Sources informed that, during the attack seven polling personnel were badly injured.

Meanwhile, an encounter also took place between security forces and underground elements near Yairopok in Thoubal district during the election time, and in another incident, three polling personnel including two presiding officers were abducted by unidentified armed persons in Singhat.

Garo body threatens stir

A mass public procession would be taken out by the Garo National Council (GNC) on March 13, at Ampati Civil sub-division, decided the GNC during its annual general conference held on February 14. Sources informed that, the Garo body has resorted to launch such an agitation, demanding for the creation of a separate state for Garo Hills. The conference was chaired by the GNC president, Sri Cliffod R Marak, and it adopted a resolution at its conference seeking that status quo ante be maintained in the job-reservation policy of the State of Meghalaya.

ANVC ultras act to sneak in thwarted

An attempt to enter East Khasi Hills district of Meghalaya from Bangladesh by three militants of Achik National Volunteer Council (ANVC), was thwarted by the BSF personnel, on February 17. Sources informed that, a gunfight also took place, when one of the militants opened fire on the BSF observatory party when they challenged the group. The BSF personnel also retaliated and chased the militants, who later managed to escape taking advantage of dense jungle and hilly area. However, no injuries were reported after the incident. 

Solution of Naga tangle requires participation of all ultra groups

In order to find a durable solution to the vexed Naga political problem, participation of all underground groups and segments of society was necessary, asserted the Congress Party of Nagaland. The party while calling upon all the ultra groups to participate in the peace process also asked the groups to declare cease-fire among themselves as the first step for evolving a consensus and effectively carrying forward the on-going political process. SC Jamir, the Nagaland Chief Minister, asserted that, the process of Naga reconciliation was already set in motion and this would become a reality in the true sense of the term in a spirit of forget and forgive.

Ultra killed in encounter in Garo Hills

In a fierce encounter with a police party, an ANVC militant was killed in East Garo Hills, on February 13. Sources informed that, after receiving information about the presence of five NDFB militants in a house, a police party raided the house at Udampur area of Bajengdoba near the Primary Health Centre (PHC), in Tura, from where the militants came out from the other side and fired at the police party, which was later retaliated. However, firing took place between both sides for a long time, and it lasted for sometime before the militants escaped, but the police claimed that one of the militants was injured in the encounter, whose body was later recovered.

Meghalaya portfolios reallocated

Sources informed that, the portfolios of Dr. FA Khonglam and the Urban Affairs Minister, RG Lyngdoh, have been reallocated. Dr. Khonglam would now hold the portfolio of Cabinet Affairs, Political, Personnel, Municipal Administration and any other Departments which are not alloted to any Minister, while Lyngdoh would hold the portfolio of Urban Affairs Department excluding Municipal Administration. However, the portfolios allocated to the other Ministers of State would remain unchanged, said the sources.

Campaign in Manipur ends

Making the last minute appeal to woo the voters, the candidates for the first phase of Manipur Assembly election scheduled for February 14, has stopped their campaigning programmes. Sources said that, the campaigning this year was all-time low because of the demand of huge amount of money by various underground outfits from the candidates and disturbing the candidates who could not pay the amount. House-to-house contact and public address system formed major part of the campaigning, said the sources. About 8.88 lakh voters would exercise their franchise to elect their representatives from the 40 Assembly constituencies in the four valley districts in the first phase of polling.

Meanwhile, the continued attacks on the election candidates, has been repeated again with unknown militants firing at the houses of two contenders for the prestigious Keisamthong Assembly constituency, on February 12. 

Ultras killed in encounters

In two separate encounters with Assam Rifles personnel, two militants, including the deputy finance secretary of banned People's Revolutionary Party of Kangleipak (PREPAK) were killed in Manipur, on February 12. Sources informed that, Khomba Singh, the finance secretary of PREPAK was killed by the Army personnel in an exchange of fire at a place in Thoubal district.

Meanwhile, in another encounter a Kangleipak Communist Party activist was also killed at Lamlai area in Imphal district, on February 12, informed the sources.

Centre's decision to hike IA fares flayed

Centre's move to hike the fare of the Indian Airlines flight on Agartala-Kolkata and Agartala-Guwahati has received severe criticism from different sections of people and political parties. Sources informed that, this is the second time the Centre has changed the fare-list within a span of five months. It is to be mentioned that, the last hike was made after the September 11 attack on twin towers. The latest hike however, envisages at Rs. 155 in economy class and Rs. 130 at Agartala-Kolkata route, that is, Rs. 720 in economy class and Rs. 780 in Executive class.

Meanwhile, accusing the Centre for taking advantage of the helplessness of the people of the State, the Ruling Left Front Government of Tripura, has reacted strongly against the proposed hike and has called upon all, irrespective of political or other affiliations, to launch a united movement against the anti-people decision of the Centre.

Top NLFT leader killed

Self-styled Major Benjamin Hrangkhal, a top guerrilla leader belonging to NLFT faction, was shot dead by the security forces in W Tripura, on February 9. Sources informed that, the NLFT leader while moving around Herma in West Tripura district, holed up in the house of one Ranjit Debbarma in the same village, when suddenly the security personnel cordoned off the house and a fierce shoot-out took place. The bullet-riddled body of Major Benjamin was recovered, after the fierce encounter. The police also recovered a .32 revolver and some incriminating documents from the possession of the slain militant. The death of the top leader was however, viewed as a major achievement as he was leading a strong group of 80 rebels.

Meanwhile, Ranjit Debbarma, the collaborator of the slain militant was also arrested, informed the police sources.

DRPP launches protest rally in Manipur

In protest against the 'declaration' signed by 47 Naga candidates of the forthcoming assembly elections, a regional political party named Democratic Revolutionary People's Party (DRPP), has resorted to organise a mass solidarity rally across Manipur, on February 11. Alleging that, the declaration had indirectly posed a threat to the territorial integrity of the State, Khaidem Mani, the DRPP president and human rights activists said that, it was also an attempt to drive a wedge between the people of the hills and valley. Mani later appealed to all women's organisations and local clubs to join the rally and condemned the political parties for ignoring the declaration.

However, it is to be mentioned that, the 'declaration' was signed by the candidates, when the United Naga Council (UNC) had called a meeting of Naga candidates and asked them to sign a 'declaration' which asked the candidates to support Naga issue in Manipur assembly and also support the extension of cease-fire between the Centre and NSCN (IM) to Manipur.

Meanwhile, leaders of different parties have also condemned the declaration saying that, action would be initiated against those candidates who had signed the declaration willingly.

MSCP supporter injured

Unidentified miscreants has shot at a Manipur State Congress Party (MSCP) supporter at Kabow Wakching under Nambol police station of Manipur's Bishnupur district, on February 7. Sources informed that, the injured person worked for MSCP candidate, Th Bira Singh of Nambol constituency. 

People's cooperation sought over pre-poll violence in Manipur

Ved Marwah, the Manipur Governor expressing his deep concern over the recent pre-poll violence in Manipur, by undergrounds, seeks for the people's cooperation to contain it. He said that, the recent incidences of violence, including the attacks on poll candidates or their supporters was a blot on the fair name of Manipur, and said that, the government was determined to ensure that no external elements were allowed to interfere in the electoral process. He later said that, the security forces would maintain peace and order in the State, but also urged the people to cooperate with the government to maintain peace.

Meanwhile, the underground outfit, the Revolutionary People's Front and its armed wing People's Liberation Army declared that they would boycott the visit of Union ministers and other BJP leaders. 

Search operation on to nab NLFT militants

In the wake of the several attacks of the NLFT militants, killing seven tribals and injuring four at West Nalicherra of Dhalai district, Central para-military and State security forces has launched a manhunt to nab the NLFT militants. Police sources suspected that, the incident was in retaliation to the killing of two NLFT rebels by security forces in the same district, on February 3. However, this was the second major violence, that took place in Tripura, this year. It is to be mentioned that, on January 13, the NLFT militants has massacred 16 non-tribals at Singhichara market in West Tripura.

7 tribals killed in NLFT attack

In a fierce attack by the outlawed National Liberation Front of Tripura (NLFT), seven tribal villagers were shot dead at Nalicherra in Dhalai district, on February 5. Sources informed that, the militants of the outfit first cordoned off the village market and then opened fire from their automatics, killing six villagers on the spot while one died later on way to hospital. The militants also set afire several houses, informed the sources. This incident has however, created extreme tension and panic in the entire area. 

Papers for W Tripura, Manipur by poll scrutinised

The nine nominations filed for February 21 by-elections for the West Tripura Parliamentary constituency were found valid after scrutiny. On the other hand, the nomination papers of 391 candidates, including three former Chief Ministers and a deputy Chief Minister, for elections to the 60-member Manipur Assembly were also found valid after the scrutiny. However, among the prominent candidates contesting the West Tripura by-poll are the former Chief Minister Sudhir Ranjan Mazumdar, who filed nomination from Trinamool Congress, Prof. Manik Deb of INC and sitting Rajyasabha MP Khagen Das. And the candidates whose papers for Manipur Assembly election were found to be valid were former Chief Minister W Nipamacha Singh (Wangoi Assembly constituency), RK Dorendra Singh (Yaiskul), Radhabinod Koijam (Thangmeiband) and former Deputy Chief Minister L Chandramani Singh (Patsoi) all in Imphal East and West districts.

2 Congress candidates attacked in Manipur

In separate incidents two Congress candidates of the forthcoming Manipur Assembly elections were attacked, where two security men were killed and four others were injured, when a group of militants attacked them, on February 4. Sources informed that, a group of heavily armed unidentified militants opened fire at the house of Congress candidate of Heirok constituency, M Okdendro, in Thoubal district, leading to the death of two persons, including a party worker and a security guard, and four others sustained serious bullet wounds. The candidate however, managed to escape from the spot unhurt.

Meanwhile, in another incident a group of unidentified militants opened fire at the house of another Congress candidate of Yaiskul assembly constituency, E Kunjeswar, in Manipur, on February 3, but there were no reports of any casualty, informed the sources.

NLFT ultras killed in Tripura

In an encounter with the police, two hard-core NLFT militants were killed in Dhalai district, on February 2. Sources informed that, after getting specific information about the movements of the militants at Shibbari area under Ambassa police station, the police has launched a search operation in the area. The militants being apprehensive of getting entrapped, suddenly opened fire at the police, which was later retaliated, resulting in with the death of two militants on the very spot. The encounter lasted for about 20 minutes, said the sources. However, during the search operation, a high-explosive grenade and indiscriminating documents were recovered from the slain militants. The slain militants were identified as Haripada Malsum alias Baishnab and Katirai Malsum.

Poll campaign geared up in Manipur

For the two-phase Manipur State assembly election, the mass poll campaign of various political parties has been geared up in the State, since January last. Sources informed that, Jaya Jaitley, the former president of the Samata Party has reached the State to take part in the election campaign, and Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) general secretary, PA Sangma also took part in the campaign, appealing the people to vote for the party, saying NCP was the only party which has not been tested by the people of Manipur. Similarly, BJP leaders also visited the State to gear up the poll campaign of the party. 

Poll dates for 2 hill segments should be re-scheduled : urged MPCC

The Manipur Pradesh Congress Committee (MPCC) has urged the Election Commission to re-schedule and re-process the poll dates for the Hill assembly segments in Chandel district in Manipur. Speaking to the news-persons, the president of MPCC (I), O Ibobi, said that, a formal complaint has been sent to the Election Commission, on January 31, urging the EC to reschedule the poll dates immediately. 

Precious stones racket busted in Sikkim

A racket in stealing precious stones from religious places in Sikkim and Darjeeling has been busted by the Sikkim Police, on February 1. Akshay Sachdeva, the East District Superintendent of Police, informed that, four persons were arrested in the Rongpo area of East District, bordering West Bengal, for duping a man named Binod Chetri, on the pretext of giving him a precious stone, costing Rs. 4.5 lakh. However, the accused were remanded in police custody, said Sri Sachdeva.

KLO militant surrender in Siliguri

K Jayaraman, the Superintendent of Police, Siliguri informed that, a Kamatapur Liberation Organisation (KLO) militant surrendered before the special superintendent of police, DT Lepcha, in Siliguri, on January 26. The militant who was known as Suresh Roy, was involved in supplying arms to ULFA camps in Bhutan, and was also involved in various killings, abduction and extortion cases, said the sources. 

House of MPP candidate set afire

The residence of a Manipur People's Party (MPP) candidate has been attacked by some unidentified gunmen, at Yaripok area in Thoubal district, on January 22. Sources informed that, the gunmen opened fire at the private house of Nimaichand Luwang, the candidate from Wangkhem constituency. There were no reports of any casualty in the house, as Luwang was not present at the time of the incident. 

Central aid of Rs. 90 lakh for Sikkim Tourism

The Union Tourism and Culture Minister Jagmohan, during his visit to Sikkim, has accorded a sanction of Rs. 90 lakh for the construction of a watch tower near a view point in Sikkim and a pavilion for flower show. Sources informed that, the watch tower would be constructed near the Tashi view point from where one can get a majestic view of the mount Kanchenjungha and other peaks. However, Jagmohan during his visit to Sikkim for the South Asian Regional Conference on Eco-tourism, has accorded sanction on the spot, to some of the State Government's proposals. 

Peaceful Republic Day celebrations in North East

Republic Day, celebrated with pomp and gaiety has passed off peacefully in the entire north-eastern States, on January 26. In Shillong, the State Governor MM Jacob unfurled the tricolour at Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium and took the salute offered by contingents of Meghalaya Police, BSF, CRPF and NCC cadets. Similarly, in Tripura, Manipur and Sikkim, the respective Governors hoisted the National Flag, and urged the insurgents in the State to shun the path of violence and join the mainstream to build up a peace and a prosperous State.

Meghalaya Day observed on Jan 21

The entire State has celebrated the 30th Meghalaya Day, on January 21, in a befitting manner. It is to be mentioned that, Meghalaya has come into being as a full-fledged State on January 21, 1972, and Indira Gandhi, the then Prime Minister of the country inaugurated the new State. However, this date also coincides with the raising day of the First Meghalaya battalion. The celebrations were also observed by the Meghalaya Police, and the State fire Service also took out a procession of fire service personnel on the Day. 

Police officers decamp with arms in Tripura

A special alert has been sounded throughout North Tripura district and adjoining Dhalai district, after the flee of seven special police officers, recruited from the civilians to assist regular police in combating militancy. Sources informed that, these police officers who were housed in a camp at Gachirampara under Kanchanpur police station, dared to flee from the camps with firearms and ammunition, on January 22. The Government's decision to appoint special police officers from the civilians was however, criticized earlier by the Opposition party, as they felt that the armed local youths might entice themselves into militancy. The incident has triggered off serious reaction in the police department, as this has happened for the first time that so many police personnel could manage to decamp with arms and ammunitions in a single attempt, informed the sources. 

Samata office in Manipur set afire

The office of the Samata Party, Thangmeiband Kendra, in Manipur has been burnt down by some unidentified persons, recently. Sources informed that, the unidentified persons had come in jeep and set the office at fire, located near the former CM's residence in Imphal West district. Though there were no reports of any casualty during the incident, yet many valuable items were destroyed in the fire. Sources informed that, this is the second pre-poll violence conducted by miscreants in the State. 

Peace rally in Mon

In a peace rally in Mon district in Dimapur, on January 26, the people called upon the various Naga factions of undergrounds to continue with the cease fire, so that the people in the district can live in peace. The rally was organised by NGOs and Churches of Mon district, under the theme 'Terrorism Free Nagaland' and resolved to stop all types of extortions, corruptions and bloodshed during the cease fire period and appealed to various Naga militant factions to shun their path of violence, bloodshed and fratricidal killings and come into the mainstream of development. The peace rally also resolved to maintain the method of non-violence and to settle all matters in a peaceful manner, to have a peaceful co-existence among all sections of people of the district.

Shun violence return to normal life : urges Jamatia community

Fighting against militancy continuously for a long period, 'Jamatia Hoda', the socio-religious apex body of the tribal Jamatia community has called upon the militants of Tripura to shun the path of violence and return to their normal life. Sources informed that, the Jamatia youths have also been resisting the militants entry in the community dominated areas despite threat from the NLFT militants. However, in a statement issued by the Jamatia Hoda, the body warned the militants and trouble mongers that they would be sternly dealt with, if attempted to create terror in the community inhabited villages during the elections. 

New Nagaland Governor hoped to boost development

Welcoming the appointment of Shyamal Dutta, as the new Nagaland Governor, the Nationalist Democratic Movement (NDM) hoped that his leadership would transform Nagaland into a prosperous State, wherein people would be able to enjoy the fruits of peace, prosperity and development. Later, accusing the SC Jamir led State Congress regime for its corrupt practices, the NDM urged the new Governor to ask for a CBI inquiry into the alleged corruption cases of the Jamir Government. The NDM also appreciated the efforts of Naga Hoho for Naga reconciliation progress and assuring peace in the State.

NSCN (IM) ultras killed

In a search operation security forces gunned down two hard-core National Socialists Council of Nagaland (I-M) at Khonsa, the headquarters of Tirap district, on January 21. Sources informed that, a team of the jawans of 6 Assam Rifles were acting on a tip off operation in the village following specific information about the movements of the NSCN in the area. Suddenly, a group of seven militants present in the village in fear of getting trapped by the Army, opened fire at them, which was later retaliated by the jawans, resulting-in with the deaths of two militants on the spot and injuring another seriously. A large number of arms and ammunitions were recovered from the slain militants, said the police sources. 

Recurrence of death due to pulse polio dose grips Tripura

Pulse polio drive again proved fatal, with the death of another three-year child in Tripura, on January 20. Official sources said that, it was not ascertained that the child died for any contaminated pulse polio vaccine or for overdose. However, five more were taken ill and were rushed to hospital on the same day, informed the sources.

Sources later said that, the death of the minor child swept the entire State with panic and rumour. Meanwhile, receiving information about the death of the baby, the Health Minister Keshab Mazumdar, instructed all the health officials to enquire into the incident immediately.

2 ultras shot dead in Imphal

In an encounter between Assam Rifles and armed militants, two suspected militants were killed at Lango Housing Complex area in Manipur's Imphal West District, on January 21. Sources informed that, while acting on a tip-off, the Assam Rifles asked a group of unidentified youths to surrender, but they refused to do so and suddenly opened fire at the forces. The security forces retaliating at the suspected militants, gunned down two of them on the very spot. However, the identification of the slain militants remained unknown. A wireless set and two hand-grenades were recovered from the spot, said the police sources.

Sarkar Govt.'s resignation demanded

Following the Sarkar government's failure to protect the lives and property of the people in the State, the Tripura Pradesh Congress Committee (TPCC) has demanded immediate resignation of the CPM-led government, headed by Sarkar. Birajit Sinha, the president of TPCC, while releasing the list of chargesheet against the misrule of the Left Front Government, headed by Manik Sarkar, said that, he has apprised the party leadership about reign of terror unleashed by CPI-M against its political opponents. He later, showed videography and displayed dozens of photographs of the victims who allegedly suffered in the hands of CPI-M activists.

Bombs recovered from residential area in Agartala

Ten crude bombs were recovered from a house by BSF from Narayanpur, a border village in West Tripura district, on January 19. Sources informed that, the bombs were kept hidden in a bush near a house, at the village, and, when the police were contacted about the bombs, they said that, they were investigating the case but none was arrested in this connection. However, the BSF acting on a combing search operating recovered the bombs from the area. Meanwhile, police also recovered three bombs from a bus, on January 18, but failed to find any clues about the source of the bombs.

TUJS and IPFT likely to work under one umbrella

The two powerful tribal parties of Agartala, namely, the Tripura Upajati Juba Samity (TUJS) and Indigeneous people's Front of Tripura (IPFT) has decided to work under one umbrella and decided to get merged together formally, on February 7. Sources said that, the two parties took the decision after a significant development in Tripura politics, though they were discussing the modalities and the name of the new proposed party for the last several months.

SJSS urge a round-table meet on BTC

The Sanmilita Janagosthiya Sangram Samiti (SJSS), which is an umbrella organisation of 18 non-Bodo organisations, has warned the Centre that, the Bodoland would bleed if the non-Bodos are ignored in the creation of the proposed Boroland Territorial Council (BTC). The SJSS demanded a round-table conference comprising all Bodo and non-Bodo organisations to discuss about the pros and cons of the BTC taking the Bhupindar Singh Committee report as the basic document.

Meanwhile, Mr. Phani Medhi, the convenor of SJSS, while speaking in a press release, accused the front-line Bodo organisations like the All Bodo Students Union (ABSU) and Bodo Liberation Tigers (BLT) for being involved in ethnic cleansing of non-Bodos, as the latter comprise the majority in the Bodoland Autonomous Council (BAC) areas.

Lapang's appeal for ultras to withdraw R-Day boycott call

While briefing to new-persons, Meghalaya Deputy Chief Minister DD Lapang appealed to all the banned ultra outfits to withdraw the boycott call on the Republic Day. He urged the ultras to allow the people join the celebration of the day, as the people are very eager to celebrate this day, since they have been unable to take part in the celebrations for several years. He later warned the ultras that the Government has already strengthened its machinery to ensure successful celebrations on January 26 in all the district headquarters.

Acharya criticized for misleading people

The Naga Council of Dimapur, has slammed the BJP general secretary and in-charge of the NE region, PB Acharya, for misleading the people, by issuing contradictory statements on talks between various Naga leaders and NSCN (IM). The Council said that, the BJP leader with his statement was trying to create confusion among the people of the State. However, the statement made by the BJP leader was that, that the Naga NGO leaders have set a wrong precedent by going to Bangkok to meet the NSCN (IM).

Meanwhile, the Naga Council of Dimapur appreciated the NDA government's determination to hammer out a solution to the vexed Naga problem. 

North-east Chief Ministers' meet deferred

R S Pandey, the Nagaland Chief Secretary, said that, the proposed meet of the Chief Ministers of North-East region, that was scheduled to be held on January 19, has been deferred, due to certain reasons. However, a fresh date and agenda of the meeting would be announced soon, said the sources. 

Hydro-electric power projects in Arunachal

The North East Electric Power Corporation Organization (NEEPCO) has successfully rotated two units of the 405 MW Ranganadi hydro-electric power projects in Arunachal Pradesh, on January 14. Sources said that, the third unit of the project would be commissioned in the early week of March. However, after the commission of the third unit in the lower Subansiri and Papum Pare districts, the installed capacity of the (NEEPCO) would increase to 1,105 MW.

Centre urged for speedy completion of border fencing

Manik Sarkar, the Chief Minister of Agartala, appealed to the Centre for a speedy completion of the border fencing with Bangladesh in a bid to check smuggling of timbers and other materials. Sarkar informed that, due to the long porous border with Bangladesh the smuggling of timber increased in the State. However, in order to check the smuggling, barbed wire fencing along the Indo-Bangla border was necessary, said Sri Sarkar. 

Females outnumbered men in voter list in Mizoram

According to the electoral list Mizoram has 4,81,824 voters in the entire State, with women outnumbering men by a count of 898. The special summary revision however, after the completion of electoral rolls said that, there were 2,41,361 female voters while male voters counted 2,40,463. The increase per cent of the women voters in the list from last year was 2.96 %, said the department officials.

Tripura bandh affects normal life

The dawn-to-dusk Tripura bandh call given by the ruling Left Front and opposition Congress separately, on January 15, has paralysed the normal life in Tripura. It is to be mentioned that, the Left Front has called the Bandh to condemn the killing of 16 non-tribals at Sighicherra on January 13, and also to press for the demand for deployment of more paramilitary forces and Border Security Force personnel by the Centre. While, the Congress besides condemning the killings, gave the bandh call demanding resignation of the State Government blaming it for the deterioration of law and order situation in the State. However, in the wake of the killings of non-tribals, Tripura has been put on maximum alert, and a Republic Day boycott call was issued by the insurgents.

Dihing-Patkai Tourism Festival starts from Jan 16

The Dihing-Patkai tourism festival began with a colourful start in the presence of the Governor, Lt Gen S K Sinha, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi and a host of other dignitaries, on January 16, in Tinsukia. Dr. Bhupen Hazarika's presence in the inaugural function of the festival also added a glamour, said the sources. Lt Gen SK Sinha, in his speech lauded the efforts of the organisers of the festival to promote tourism in the State. Sri Gogoi also, in his speech hoped that the festival would give a big boost to tourism in Assam.

Koiijam's house fired

The residence of the former Manipur Chief Minister Radhabinod Koiijam has been badly attacked by some unidentified armed youths, on January 14. Sources informed that, the attack was a pre-poll violence in Manipur. The incident took place at Thangmeiband in Imphal West, at around 7.50 pm. Sources said that, the unidentified youths came in two motor-bikes and suddenly fired upon the residence of Mr. Koiijam. Police has recovered some empty cases of 9 mm and one Chinese made hand-grenade from the courtyard of the ex-CM's residence, said the sources.

UNLF denies participation in Manipur polls

The United National Liberation Front (UNLF) activists has dissociated itself from the ensuing Manipur polls. The organisation in a press release said that, the election was an exercise carried out by the Government of India to eliminate the right of self-determination by the people of Manipur. It also stated that, the election was held under the garb of democracy to legalise India's occupation. Later, dissociating itself from the election, the organisation said that, the election is akin to mortgaging their rights to self-determination by another five years for a few crores of rupees. 

ISI arrested spymaster nabbed in Siliguri

Intelligence sources nabbed an arrested ISI spymaster Mohammed Dilshad, in Siliguri, while he was on his way to Guwahati for opening a clandestine network in Assam. It is to be mentioned that, Dilshad was arrested for running an espionage ring in North Bengal. Sources informed that, the commanding officer of the ISI, Col Khatak and his deputy Maj Ahmed instructed Dilshad to expand his espionage activities to the entire North-east and also instructed to spy on Army bases at Kalimpong, Binnaguri, Khaprail, Sukna and Bendubi, besides collecting information on troop movements and photograph vital installations and important bridges, said the sources. 

Alien influx in India

Mr. Ugo Gatto, a rotarian of the Milan Rotary Club, while talking to news-persons at Silchar Rotary Club said that, Italy has become a safe haven for illegal migrants and these migrants slip into the remote islands of Sicily, Sardiana, Elba and Capiri along the Mediterranean for their entry into the country. He later said that, the influx of foreigners to Italy was mainly from Morocco, Turkey, Albania, Egypt and even far-off Russia, Tajikistan and Turministan.

Tripura sitting RS MP nominated for by-poll to Lok Sabha

The sitting Rajya Sabha member of CPI (M), Khagen Das, has been nominated by the ruling CPI (M), as Left Front candidate for the by-election of the West Tripura Lok Sabha constituency to be held, on February 21. Baidyanath Majumdar, the CPI (M) State Committee secretary, expressing full confidence over winning the election, criticized Congress for their attempt to forge an alliance with the Indigenous People's Front of Tripura (IPFT), which is an ally of the underground militant outfit-NDFB. However, it is to be mentioned that, the by-election was necessitated due to the death of the CPI (M) member, Samar Choudhury. 
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