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	News on 5th June '06
Govt dissolves GMC panel:
Guwahati: Out to free Guwahati of buildings or structures which have some sort of 'illegalities' in their construction, the Guwahati Development Department (GDD), parent body of the Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) and the Guwahati Metropolitan Development Authority (GMDA), dissolved the appellate committee of the city's civic body for, what Government sources alleged, back-door legalization of construction of as many as 14 buildings which are among the 119 structures identified by the GDD for demolition.

Appointment of 360 nurse on June 8:

Guwahati: To bring the 'ailing' Health Department back on track, Asom Health Minister Himanta Biswas Sarma has announced a slew of measures, including appointment of as many as 360 nurse and seeking approval for sanction of 4,100 posts of nurse, roping in private parties in the setting up of medical colleges in the State, etc., under the Centrally-funded Research and Child Health-II (RCH-II) scheme. Sarma said that the Department would appoint about 360 nurse on June 9. The selection panel of the 360 nurses, Sarma said, had been made during the last tenure of the Congress Government which fell short of issuing appointment letters because of pending court cases.

Mamoni, Rebati meet Narayanan:

Guwahati: Dr Mamoni Raisom Goswami and ULFA nominated PCG member Rebati Phukan on June 8 met national security advisor MK Narayanan and Union Home secretary VK Duggal and discussed the modalities for the third round of Centre-ULFA talks to be held on June 22 next. Duggal formally handed over Dr Goswami an invitation for the third round of talks and the latter requested Narayanan to be present in the meeting.

News on 4th June '06
39 camdidates forfeit security:

Guwahati: Security money of 39 candidates who contested in the recent Assembly election was forfeited following their failure to garner one sixth of the votes polled in their constituencies as put forth by the Eleven candidates ofthe ruling Congress and 28 candidates of the AGP failed to meet the rule of the Commission.

Playing with national security:

Silchar: After most damaging observations by the Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) on border fencing along the Karimganj-Bangladesh border MP Lalit Mohan Shuklabaidya and MLA Mission Ranjan Das of Karimganj have punched many holes in themethodology adopted by the National Building Construction Corporation (NBCC) in erecting and constructing it.

ASDC assesses poll debacle:

Diphu: The Autonomous State Demand Committee (ASDC) of Karbi Anglong, in a retrospective meeting held recently,discussed at lenght the party's performance in the last Assembly election.The party was able to win only one seat out of thefive that it contested. The ASDC rued the fact that although it wasduring the rule of the Congress(I) that the biggest genocide in thedistrict had taken place, yet the party returned to power. However, the ASDC has accepted the people's verdict with all humility.

Doctors face youth ire:

Dibrugarh: Dibrugarh police resorted to lathi-charge on some youths who reportedly tried to assert 'ethical medical practices' through intimidation and vandalizing a number of pharmacies and clinical laboratories on June 8. Atleast 15 people, including three mediapersons sustained minor injuries during the lathi-charge. Initially, the youths numbering around 300 marched aggressively to the pharmacies and clinical laboratiries at Paltan Bazaar, just in the outskrits of the Assam Medical College and hospital (AMCH), Dibrugarh, and warned the doctors for their alleged unethical medical practices. When Pradip Marodia, owner of the Marodia Medical Store, dared the crowd, the youths turned violent and vandalized his medical store. The yuths also beat up the president of the Upper Assam Drug Dealer Association, while the latertried to confront them.

Four blasts in State, many hurt:

Mangaldai/Gauripur: As many as four blasts by suspected militants rocked Asom on June 8. four passers-by were injured when a bomb planted in the Golakgaunj PS went off at about 7.45 p.m. on June 8. The PS is about 3 km from the Bangladesh border another blast at Dhubri town three persons sustained injuries.

Kakopathar; Army institutes court matrial:

Dibrugarh: The court matrial has been instituted against an army officer and two other jawans for their alleged involvement in the killing of an innocent youth, Ajit Mahanta of Dirak Gosaigaon, Kakopathar in Tinsukia district on February 4 this year. The accused army personnel, according to available information, are being interrogated at the miltary court at Lohitdistrict in Arunachal Pradesh since June 3. Meanwhile, Kodomi Mahanta, the wife of the deceased, and Biren Neog, the government appointment village headman of dirak Sonjan Village, appeared before the court and gave their statement. 

News on 3rd June '06
No unification; AGP to Mahanta:
Guwahati:`The Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) on June 7 pooh-poohed AGP(P) president Prafulla Kumar Mahanta's proposal for unification of the two AGP fractions. The AGP, instead, decided to go ahead with its self-formulated 'path finding' exercise to strenghten the regional forces in the State. "We have seen the proposal through the media, but the central executive has given no importance to it during its meeting on June 6," said Brindabon Goswami said at the party headquarters on June 7. 

Panel hears Arabinda's brother's case:

Guwahati: The KN Saikia Commission probing the 'secret killing' cases completed the hearing of the Dimba Rajkonwar case on June 6. Rajkonwar, brother of ULFA chairman Arabnda Rajkhowa, was killed in upper Asom by unknown miscreants. Submitting a report to the Commission Government advocate PK Mushahary said that some SULFA men were involved in the killing of Rajkonwar. The report which took into account 28 such killing between 1998 and 2001, said that SULFA mn and the police were behind the killing of ULFA leader Sashadhar Choudhury's brother Dipak Choudhury on December 17, 2000. Moreover, ULFA leader Munna alias Pradip Mishra's brother Harendra Mishra was also killed by SULFa men.

Rockybul to WB; Okay green project:

Guwahati: Rockybul Hussain, Minister of Environment and Forests, while acknowledging that the forest covers in the State suffered from the constant pressure of human settlement, and natural calamities, has requested the World Bank to give its green signal to the expansion of the Rs 14-crore pilot projects for five years aimed at reciving the lost greenery in the State. It may be mentioned that the World Bank is at present supporting two pilot projects encompassing Kamrup (west) and Nagaon (south division) involving ten joint forest management committees.

Sonia assures Asom minorities of econ package:

Guwahati: Congress president and UPA chairperson Sonia Gandhi has assured the minority community living in Asom of a comprehensive package for their socio-economic develpment. The assurance has come when a delegation of minority ministers and Congress MLAs met her at New Delhi on June 7. This was stated by rockybul Hussain, asom Minister for Information and Public Relation Department said on telphone from New Delhi this evening. "Ms Gandhi has assurd the delegation headed by Anwara Taimur, that she will take up the matter with the UPA Government at the Centre," he said.

CM appoints parliamentary secys:
Guwahati: After a week-long delay and dilemma, the Congress-led Government in the State has appointed eight legislators as parliamentary secretaries. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi administered the oath of office and secretaries in a simple ceremony held in the International Convention Centre auditorium at Srimanta Sankaradeva Kalakshetra this evening. Seven Congress legislators - Ajit Singh, Bidya Singh Engleng, Dildar Rezza, Uttara Kalita, Bibekananda Doley, Sarat Sai8kia and Jibantara Ghotowar along with BPPF(H) legislator Parameswar Brahma, who was a last-minutr enclusion in the list, took their oath in presence of almost all the members of the new ministry and other distinguished guests.

News on 2nd June '06
CM: Econ progress a must to end militancy:
Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi has said that if Asom does not develop economically it can never see the end of militancy and militant groups will keep mushrooming even if the talks with the ULFA and the NDFB end positively. The Chief Minister was replying to a debate based on the Governor's speech on the third and last day of the first Assembly session on May 31. "That i9s why our thrust is on development of all the sectors in the State," he told the House. In the debate the Opposition emphasized on expediting of the peace process with the proscribed militant outfit and took the Government to task for its failure to tackle the malaria menace effectively.

ST status: AASU supports AKRSU:

Guwahati: The All Assam Students' Union (AASU) has thrown its full weight behind the Assam Koch-Rajbongshi Students' Union (AKRSU) in the latter's demand for ST status to the Koch-Rajbongshis. A joint team of the AASU and the AKRSU is leaving for New Delhi in the first week of June to put pressure on the Centre for according ST status to the Koch-Rajbongshis. The AASU, according to sources, has taken this decision to regain the lost faith of the AKRSU in it. A number of Koch-Rajbongshi members had resigned from the AASU for its wholehearted support to the Bodo movement leading to the formation of the BTAD. What the AASU is doing for the Kock-Rajbongshis now, according to sources, is a damage-control measure.

Bora opens complaint cell:

Guwahati: As part of its 'Operation Safai', which has been aimed at streamlining the 'corrupt and lethargic' education system that is prevailing in Asom, the Education Department has made an arrangement enabling the teachers and other staff to move directly to Education Minister Ripun Bora with their woes, and get things done without running behind the officials at their respective Directorate offices. From May 31, the Department has started the work of its complaint cell, a promise made by the Education Minister a day before assuming office, with the installation of a complaint box in the Minister's office where the complainants (teachers or other staff) can put their complaints by hand or by post for quick redressal.

'NE border trade stagnant':

Guwahati: Despite crores of rupees being spent every year by the Centre for the development of border areas in the north-eastern States, border trade in the region has remained stagnant for years. The Centre had released Rs 69.38 crore during the fiscal 2005-2006 for border area development in the North-east, which had so far failed to bring any improvement on border trade front, expert said. Federation of Industry and Commerce of the North Eastern Region (FINER) sources said that lack of infrastructure and communication network, including road connectivity in border areas, remained a stumbling block in this regard. A FINER delegation met Union Minister of State for Commerce Jairam Ramesh during his recent visit to the State and urged him for pumping of more funds. 

News on 1st June '06
Gogoi sniffs NDFB role:

Guwahati: With both New Delhi and Dispur expressing serious concern over the killing of five Shashtra Suraksha Bal (SSB) constables, the Inspector on May 29, has started investigations into the incident along with the IGP (law and order), Asom. The bodies of the five SSB personnel, who had been abducted from near their camp at Mara Dhansiri in Udalguri in Darrang district on May 21, were recovered in decomposed state from a forest near Bhairav Kunda, around 22 km from Udalgur, along Asom-Arunachal border, on May 29. Even though the identity of the killers is still to be ascertained, Chief minister Tarun Gogoi on May 30 pointed the needle of suspicion towards the National democratic front of Boroland.

Kalita received lift threats, claims kin:

Guwahati: Placing Udalguri police under critical scrutiny, a close kin of Bipul Kalita, who was abducted along with the five SSB personnel and later killed, has revealed that Kalita had received life threats on May 18. "Two days prior to the abduction, a surrendered NDFB cadre, Sarat Basumatary, had threatened him (Kalita) with life," the kin said. The surrendered NDFB cadre, who, interestingly, has been absconding since the day of abduction, supplies ration to the camps of security forces in Darrang district and has a close proximity to police circles.

Governor; Law and order has improved:

Guwahati: Addressing the members of the 12th Asom Legislative Assembly, the first session of which is currently under way, Governor Lt Gen. (retd) Ajai Singh on May 30 claimed that the law and order had showed a remarkable improvement in the State with the initiation of negotiations and announcement of ceasefire with a number of rebel groups, including the Adivasi Cobra Militant Force, Birsa Commando Force, United Peoples Democratic Solidarity and the Dima Halam Daoga (DHD). While appreciating the erstwhile BLT for choosing the democratic process for the development of the Bodos and the areas dominated by them, the Governor said that the National Democratic Front of Boro land (NDFB) had also responded to the call for peace and given up the path of violence. The Centre-NDFB ceasefire, which had been signed in May 2005, was extended for six months with effect from June 1, 2006. The United Liberation Front of Asom, he said, had appointed a consultative group for peace talks with the Centre, and two rounds of Centre-PCG talks had already been held.
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