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	News on 31st May '06
Porag Biniyog agents; Repay investors:
Dibrugarh: More than a hundred agents and sub-agents of Porag Biniyog - a finance investment company - have called upon all the directors to repay the amount to the depositors and ensure that they are not made the targets of a scam for which the directors of the company are solely responsible. The agents are worried that their security would be at risk, as they would have to face the ire of the depositors. The frustrated gents also threatened to intensify their struggle in days to come. "The concerned authority should take the onus of any eventuality which may arise out of our agitation," the agent forum stated.

5 adbucted SSB men found dead:

Mangaldai: Following a tip-off, Udalguri police on May 29 recovered the bodies of the five abducted Sashastra Suraksha Bal (SSB) constables, who have been untraced since May 21, from a forest area near Bhairav Kunda, around 22 kms from Udalguri, along Asom-Arunchal border. The hands and legs of the decomposed bodies were tied-up police said. The five SSB personnel namely P Rabi Singh, H Lakshap Sing, Phangkholian Vayphai, S Amongha Sangtam and Krishna Bahadur Chetry - all hailing from Manipur - were reportedly abducted from their camp at Mara Dhansiri near Rowta on May 21.

Survival of AGP at stake? BJP in scurry to rope in heavyweights of regional parties:
Guwahati: When he was recently-concluded Asom Assembly elections, slain BJP national general secretary Pramod Mahajan had conceived that the party would emerge as a force to reckon with soon, if not in this elections. And if one is to believe what BJP sources indicated, Mahajan's dream appears on track to be reality in the next couple of months. Apparently seeking to extract the benefit of the 'downfall' of the regional forces in the elections to the 12th Asom Assembly, the BJP is making attempts to rope in a number of political heavyweights - mostly originating from the AGP - who were disgruntled after either being denied a ticket to contest the elections or developing differences with the party leadership. According to sources, two-time Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta, former State Ministers Rekharani Das Boro, Biraj Sarma and AGP central executive member Durga Das Boro are among the names tantalizingly inclined to the idea in the event of AGP president Brindabon Goswami failing to reunite the beleaguered regional force.

Abducted SSB men killed? Police silent:

Guwahati: The fate of five SSB personnel, who had been abducted by suspected NDFB militants from Moradhansiri under Rowta police station in Udalguri district on May 20 along with a civilian, is still unknown even as sources said that they (the hostages) had been slain by their abductors. The body of the civilian hostage was found on May 21. Meanwhile, in a major breakthrough, the police seized the Tata Sumo car which had been use in the abduction and arrested its driver. Though the police refused to divulge anything about the confessional statement of the driver, a sources said that the driver had confessed before the interrogators that the NDFB was behind the abduction.

Barak tea labourers move CM with woes:

Guwahati: Condition of tea labourers in the Barak valley is more alarming than their counterparts in the Brahmaputra valley and they (Barak tea labourers) need immediate attention from Government, said the Barak Valley Tea, ex-Tea Youth and Student' Council. According to the Council, around 30 percent of Barak tea gardens are non-functioning and abandoned, and appeared to be safe havens for encroachers, including Bangladeshi infiltrators. Recently the Council submitted a 12-point memorandum to Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi describing various problems being faced by the tea and ex-tea labourers of the Valley. The Council urged the Chief Minister to protect the functioning and abandoned tea gardens' land from encroachment.

Assembly session from May 29:

Guwahati: Amid tight security, the 12th Asom Assembly will have its first session from May 29 after the oath-taking by the 125 newly-elected MLAs (Badruddin Ajmal has resigned from Jamunamukh LAC). The first day of the three-day session will see the election of the Speaker (the Congress has fielded Tanka Bhadur Roy). GC Langthasa has already been chosen as the Pro-term Speaker. On May 30, Governor Lt Gen. (retd) Ajain Singh will address the newly-elected members, and it will be followed by the motion of thanks to the Governor's address. The Speaker will announce the names of members of the Panel of Chairmen and the Business Advisory Committee.

Neog cautions corrupt contractors:

Guwahati: Dissatisfied with the functioning of the department, new Asom Social Welfare Minister Ajanta Neog on May 27 said streamlining the activities of the department would be her priority. Neog said that the department, which is meant for well-being of the downtrodden, has failed to serve the purpose. "Instead of working for the poor, the department has been dominated by a section of unscrupulous contractors and brokers," Neog said promising that there would be no place for "those" contractors during her tenure.

Youth arrested for 'harassing' girls:

Guwahati: One Dipankar Nath, nephew of Chamdmari police station officer in-charge S Nath, was arrested from the rented house of the OC near Chandmari police station on May 27 on the charge of 'outraging the modesty' of some girl students, who have been staying in a rented house in the same compound. 

News on 30th May '06
House braced for trouble; Office of profit and parliamentary secys:
Guwahati: When the so-called office of profit cost Samajwadi Party MP Jaya Bachchan her Rajya Sabha seat, AICC chairperson Sonia Gandhi was not late to take cue and quit as member of the Lok Sabha and later get re-elected after giving up the pot of chairperson of the National Advisory Council. But newly elected Congress MLA from Silchar, Bithika Dev appears to be an execption. Unworried about the predicaments, she took oath of office on May 29 notwithstanding the fact that she still holds the post of Chairman of Silchar Municipality Board. 

Rai elected Assembly Speaker:

Guwahati: Tanka Bahadur Rai has been unanimously elected as the 12th Asom Assembly Speaker on May 29. The first three-day session of the new Assembly began in Dispur on May 29 with the oath-taking of 125 MLAs (Badaruddin Ajmal has resigned from Jamunamukh LAC). After the ceremony, pro tem Speaker GC Langthasa announced that there was only one nomination for the Speaker's post, and as such, he said, "I declare Tanka Bahadur Rai as the Speaker of the 12th Asom Assembly." Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi and AGP leader Brindabon Goswami escorted the newly-elected Speaker to his chair. Taking charge of his responsibilities, Rai said, "it is great day for me. I thank all the parties for electing me as the Speaker. I shall conduct the proceedings of the House according to its rule and regulations."

Quota cauldron boils:

Guwahati: If New Delhi is tantalizingly running away with the quota ball, the medicos are equally determined not to yield. Stepping up their protest against the proposed 27 per cent reservation for OBCs in institutions of higher education, activists of Youth for Equality, Guwahati chapter, resorted to a 7-hour hunger strike from 10 in the morning at GMCH. The striking medicos, however, attended their duties o ensure that patients did not suffer.

Constabulary candidates' memo:

Guwahati: The candidates of the Assam police Constabulary whose selection lists were cancelled by the Gauhati High Court had submitted a memorandum to Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on May 29 seeking an early settlement of their case. Gogoi, had reportedly called the candidates for a meeting on June 1 to discuss the matter in detail. "We have urged the government to move the High Court for settlement of the case and stop all kinds of appointment in the State Government departments until our case is being solved," said an agitated candidate on condition of anonymity. 

News on 29th May '06
It's all Bagrumba, jubilations and harangues:
Kokrajhar: The contrast is palpable. The common folk, who were kept on tenterhooks by the erstwhile Bodo Liberation Tigers (BLT) for over a decade, on May 28 mustered strong at Debargaon to celebrate the victory of BPPF(H) - an avatar of the defunct BLT - in just-concluded Assembly elections. Wresting 12 seats in the Assembly elections, the BPPF(H), led by former chief of the Bodo Tigers Hagrama Mohilary, emerged as the kingmaker backing the Congress to retain power for the second consecutive term. "It's time to give a face-lift to lower Asom, especially the northern bank, which has been facing discrimination from the successive State Governments," a visibly motivated Mohilary told the gathering at GU Kokrajhar campus. "And to fulfil the aspirations of the people we got three ministers in the government," he said.

Tinsukia HLL workers' demands sidelined:

Tinsukia: The workers of the personal product factory of the multinational FMCG giant Hindustan Level Limited, located at Doom Dooma in Tinsukia district, has resorted to sit-in-demonstrations following the refusal of the company to accept their demands, which were primarily limited to insurance and medical reimbursement schemes. After the expiry of the annual medical insurance scheme on December 22, 2005, launched following tripartite talks between the workers' union, the company authorities and a third front, a memorandum was submitted to the management of the company by the Workers' Union to amend some clauses of the scheme. But the authorities paid little heed to their demands and has continued with the previous scheme without bringing in the amendments. This has irked the workers of the plant and has forced them to take the path. 

News on 28th May '06
Gogoi push for women varsity:
Guwahati: The State would soon see another endeavour towards women empowerment in the form of an institution for women. The need for a separate institution for the fairer sex to make them stand on their own feet was expressed by Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi before Dr Rupa Shah, VC, SNDT Women University, Mumbai. While interacting with Dr Shah on May 26, Gogoi lauded the role played by the Mumbai University in women empowerment, and said that an institution in the line of a women empowerment, and said that an institution in the line of a women university for imparting vocational education to the girls would be started. On the other hand, Dr Shah gave the assurance that SNDT Women University would give recognition to the proposed institution as well as provide technical support.

DS group plans Rs 1,000 crore investment in NE:

Guwahati: Setting aside the much talked about geographical isolation of the north-eastern region and its infranstructural inadequacy, the Dharampal Satypal (DS) group of companies is expected to reach a target of investing around Rs 1000 crore in various sectors in the region in the next 5 years. This was stated by Brigadier (retired) M Kumar, territorial head of the DS group, while interacting with a group of reporters in the newly set up Flexible Packaging Unit at Bonda on May 26. As part of its long-term commitment to the socio-economic development of the region, the DS group has also dedicated itself to develop infrastructure in area like education and health care.

HC to Govt; Pay salary to disabled teacher:

Guwahati: The Gauhati High Court, in yet another judgement highlighting the little-known provisions of the Persons with Disabilities Act 1995, has directed that one Prafulla Pator, a government school teacher who was discriminated against on account of his disability, should be given his salary from March 2000 with interest. It may be mentioned that Pator, who was serving in a school in Marigaon since 1988, did not receive his salary since March, 2000 as he suffered a stroke in 1999 and acquired locomotor disability. Although the Persons with Disabilities Act 1995 provides that no government employee acquiring a disability during service shall be removed from service or reduced in rank, yet Pator was discriminated against by the school authorities.

53.54 per cent pass HSLC:

Guwahati: 53.54 percent of the candidates have passed the High School Leaving Certificate examination, 2006 the results of which were declared by the Board of Secondary Education, Assam (SEBA) on May 26. Out of the 1,99,786 candidates who appeared for the examination, 1,06,983 got through. While the number of boys who passed the examination is 60176 the number of girls to get through is 46807. Thus the pass percentage of boys stands at 57.58 and that of girls is 49.12. Although there has been an increase in the total pass percentage than the last year, yet it has not been significant. In 2005, the pass percentage was 57.03. Out of the 13,352 candidates who passed in first division, 7867 are boys and 5485 are girls. On the other hands, 25,815 have been placed under the second division and 67,816 under the third.

60.55% pass High Madrasa:

Guwahati: Out of the 3694 students who appeared for the Assam High Madrasa (AHM) examination 2006, 2237 came out successful registering a pass percentage of 60.55. The AHM results were declared this morning. A total of 88 students secured first division, 617 were place in the second division. Out of the 1904 male students appeared, 56 students passed in first division, 347 in second division and 783 in third. The total of 1790 female students who appeared, 32 passed in first division, 270 in second and 749 in third division. 

News on 27th May '06
Disaster management programme under way:
Gauripur: Keeping in view the recent natural disasters in India and abroad, the Government has undertaken remedial measures to face any disaster like earthquake, cyclone, flood, draught etc. In such a programme, Dhubri district has been continuing disaster Management Programme along with 11 other districts like Goalpara, Barpeta, Nalbari, Kamruprural and Metro Morigaon, Nagaon, N Lakhimpur, Dhemaji, Kachar, Karimganj, Hailakandi etc. Disaster Management cells have been opened in DC office, Dhubri, to create awareness about different natural calamities. Rahul Ghose, Programme Officer of Disaster Management Cell, Dhubri, talking to this correspondent, shared information about various activities. He said that district level Disaster Management Committee has been formed, comprising NGOs, leading citizens, and people's representatives and 14 block level committees has also been formed.

Rally against attack on media:

Jorhat: Members of the Press Club, Jorhat on May 25 took out a silent rally which wended its way through the major thoroughfares of the town, demanding adequate protection for media persons. In a letter addressed to the Chief Minister and routed through the Jorhat Deputy Commissioner, the scribe body demanded adequate security measures for the safety of the members of the press.

SAKP demand a bane for unemployed:
Guwahati: The Sadou Asam Karmachari Parishad (SAKP) is ready to move Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi again with its demand for further relaxation of retirement age of the State Government employees up to 60 years, and the Parishad is sure that the Chief Minister will fulfil this demand of the employees too. Any move on the part of the Chief Minister to fulfil this demand, according to conscious circles in the State, would invite a 'doomsday' for the State which has about 23 lakh unemployed (as per Jayanta Madhab panel's report). "Extension of the retirement age of the State Government employees will affect the State Government employees will affect the State from two ends - it will block employment avenues of the skilled and educated unemployed in one hand and worsen the already pathetic work culture in the State on the other" conscious circles feel. The SAKP's demand runs counter to the making of a work-centric society where new blood must necessarily replace the older one who already have had the best of opportunities made available by the State.

Gogoi, Prdyut move Centre:

Guwahati: Power crisis in Asom is acute over the past few months and the situation has few months and the situation has been worse since May 23 because of OIL casual workers' agitation in upper Asom. OIL feeds Lakowa, Kathalguri and Namrup power stations with gas, but since May 23 OLI's gas supply to the three power stations has been irregular. Meanwhile, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on May 25 talked to Union Power Minister Sushil Kumar Shinde and apprised him of State's acute power crisis because of the shutting down of NEEPCO's Kopili and Khandang projects for annual renovation. The Chief Minister requested Shinde to ensure immediate resumption of power generation in the two NEEPCO projects.

'New NEIP soon':

Guwahati: The much awaited revised North East Industrial Policy (NEIP) is currently awaiting the final nod from the Union Ministry of Finance. Prime Minister Manmohan Singh is keen in this regard and it is expected that the a fresh NEIP will be announced very soon by the Centre. This was stated by Jairam Ramesh, Union Minister of State for Commerce, to a delegation of the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) that met him during his recent visit to the State. The delegation led by Abhijit Barooah, chairman of the CII Asom State council, has placed a presentation prepared by Sudip De, a national committee member of the CII, before the Union minister on the export oriented growth of the region, the confederation sources said. 

News on 26th May '06
Himanta begins demolition drive; 192 illegal structures identified in city:
Guwahati: The Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) and the Guwahati Metropolitan Development Authority (GMDA) have started a demolition drive against illegal structures in the city from May 24. These two bodies have identified as many as 192 such structures and served notices to their owners informing them that the structures constructed by them without the permission of the authorities concerned will be destroyed. Most of these structures are deviated parts of existing buildings, said Guwahati Development Department Minister Himanta Biswas Sarma while addressing newsmen on May 24. The authorities have already demolished four such structures on May 24, he informed. This drive will continue and will not stop in any case, the minister added.

NDFB talks: ABPF hopeful of solution:

Guwahati: The All Bodo Peace Forum (ABPF) on May 24 hailed the newly-elected BPPF legislators who have joined the Congress-led ministry in Dispur. In a statement Bhramon Baglari, advisor of ABPF and its assistant secretary Jeremaih Daimary, said that the Forum is hopeful that 'along with the uplift of the State as a whole, they will definitely work towards a solution of the burning political issues of the Bodo people so as to fulfil their long-standing aspiration to regain the lost rights of self determination.

'Regional parties not a spent force in Asom'; Move on to oust Brindabon?

Guwahati: Taking the Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuba-Chatra Parishad (AJYCP) as its tool, a number of AGP leaders have been on a campaign to oust Brindabon Goswami as AGP president and to bring a figure which is more popular to the people at the helm of party affairs on the top. The leadership issue is among the main agenda of the party's central executive meeting slated for June 6 at the party headquarters at Ambari in the city. Besides criticizing the AGP leadership for his 'failure' to guide the party, the AJYCP recently appealed to all the regional forces of the State to join hands to revive the AGP. According to AGP sources, there is even a possibility of Brindabon Goswami handing over the charge of party presidentship to any of the senior vice presidents of the party during its June 6 central executive meeting so as to get rid of the criticism he has been facing in the aftermath of the poll debacle. The party, which had claimed that it would make it to Dispur securing 60 to 70 seats, could bag only 24 seats in the recently-held Assembly election.

'Secret killings'; Panel grills Mahanta again:

Guwahati: Former Chief Minister and AGP(P) supremo Prafulla Kumar Mahanta on May 24 grilled for the second time by the Justice K N Saikia Commission probing the sensational secret killings which rocked the State during the 1990. During the four-hour hearing, Mahanta faced a slew of questions from Commission advocated Jamini Phookan on the Unified Command structures during his tenure. "The Unified Command Structure was under the Union Home Ministry and as the Chief Minister I got no order from the Centre in this regard," the former Chief Minister replied to a query on the Unified Command structure. 

News on 25th May '06
Parliamentary Secys: Oath deferred:
Guwahati: In the eleventh hour, a confused Asom Government has deferred the oath-taking of seven MLAs as Parliamentary Secretaries, at least, till May 29 when all the elected MLAs will take oath and the 12th Asom Assembly will be constituted. After May 22 Cabinet decision, a notification was issued and invitation cards were served for the oath-taking ceremony supposed to be held on May 24 even though two cases, one in the Gauhati High Court, have been pending against such appointments, which, according to the petitioners, go against the very spirit of the downsizing of State ministries under the People's Representation Act since Parliamentary Secretaries are of the ranks and status of Ministers of State. The appointments may be cancelled any time if the SC verdict goes in favour of the petitioners.

Sangma fails to attend NCP meet:

Guwahati: The executive meeting of the NCP held at the party headquarters on May 23 was marked by resentment among party functionaries and 'introspection' by party president Prabin Sarma over the party president Prabin Sarma over the party's poll debacle. The meeting remained inconclusive as the senior party leader Purno A Sangma failed to attend it due to the late arrival of the New Delhi flight. Dulal Ghosh, the lone MLA of the party, was visibly agitated over the delay on the part of party leadership to communicate the Congress the resolution adopted in the last executive meeting extending 'unconditional support' to the Congress-led Government.

Governor want award for Jiten:

Guwahati: Once a hard core ULFA militant, Jiten Gogoi has traversed long way to become a people's representative - for the second time in a row. And none other than the Asom Governor, Lt Gen. (Rtd) Ajai Singh, is happy about it. In appreciation of the fact that Gogoi came back to the 'mainstream' and had set an example for the other militants, the Governor on May 22 invited the Independent MLA to Raj Bhavan. The Governor said that he would write a letter to the President of India to confer an award on Gogoi as he had been doing a great deal for the uplift of the people in Bokakhat, his constituency.

Ajanta vows to streamline Social Welfare:

Guwahati: The lady decision-maker of the State, who, not so long ago, was lauded in the House by none other than the Chief Minister himself for streamlining departments like Tourism and PWD, is gearing herself once again to pull up the Social Welfare department from its languor. Ajanta Neog, who has been given the charge of the Ministries of Social Welfare and Jail, has vowed to do away with the accumulating corruption and inaction in the Social Welfare department within the next few months. Neog, entering the State ministry for the second term, is confident that the people of the State would soon begin to appreciate the department. She on May 23 directed the top brass to bring a positive changes in her department. Calling up department secretary KK Hazarika, director CR Kalita and other officials, Neog directed them to fulfil the objectives of the department in its true spirit within three months. 

News on 24th May '06
Ripun gets cracking; serves show-cause to 68:
Guwahati: Education Minister Ripun Bora has got cracking. As soon as he gripped the reigns of his responsibilities, Bora decided to call the spade a spade and made sudden visits to various education department offices in the city and caught their staff unawares. The minister's 'mission' of 'Operation Safai' as he said on May 22, continued between 10 a.m. and 12noon. During his visit, Bora found 13 people absent from their work in the Office of the Director of Elementary Education, 7 from the Office of Secondary Educatiob (three among them being deputy directors), 17 from the Office of the Director of Higher Education, 21, including IS Pratibha Gogoi from the office of the Inspector of Schools, Kamrup and 10 from SCERT office.

AASU continues anti-Mahanta stand:

Guwahati: Two influential organizations, the AJYCP and the AASU, both advocating the cause of regionalism, appear to have locked horns. The bone of their contention: former Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta. A day after the AJYCP underlined the need to unite all regional forces, the AASU on May 22 said that if Mahanta is made to lead the regional forces, it would spell doom for regionalism.

Ministers set their priorities straight:

Guwahati: The capital complex on May 22 witnessed a flurry of activities as most of the newly-inducted ministers took charge of their respective departments. These ministers notably the promised to work earnestly for the development of the State, and to address the grievances of the people.

It's all-time best, 72.52% pass HS science:

Guwahati: "Our efforts to bring the AHSEC at par with other education boards of the country has bore fruits." This is how AHSEC Controller Dr PK Kalita described the higher secondary science results which were declared on May 22. Recording an all-time best result, out of the total 4,373 candidates who appeared, 10,423 cleared the examinations. The pass percentage was 72.52, which is 4.84 percent higher than that of previous year. Another highlight of the results was that girls excelled boys yet again. While boys recorded a pass percentage of 71, the pass percentage of girls was 75.6. A total of 3,242 candidates (2,111 male and 1,131 female) secured first division which includes 449 star-mark (75% and above) holders. 

News on 23rd May '06
80 hurt in police-OIL workers' clash:
Duliajan/Tinsukia: At least 80 people, including 24 security personnel, were injured, three of them seriously, when security personnel resorted to lathi charge and tear gas shelling to disperse a mob of agitating wages casual contract labourers (WCCL) in front of the administrative building of Oil India Limited in Duliajan on May 22 morning. The incident took place when hundreds of casual workers started to march towards the administrative building breaking through the police barricade in protest against the non-fulfilment of their demands.

Salt Brook euphoric; Anjan 'owes it to teachers':

Dibrugarh: Anjanmoni Mudoi, Seujee Goswami and Himangshu Kaushik, all students of Salt Book Academy, Dibrugarh, have made Dibrugarh district proud by securing the 1st, 7th and 10th positions in the Higher Secondary School Leaving Certificate (Science) examinations. Mudoi secured 90 percent while Seujee and Himangshu scored 86.6 percent and 84 percent respectively.

Minister statement unfortunate; AJYCP:

Jorhat: The Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuba-Chatra Parishad has termed as 'unfortunate' the reported statement made by Industry and Power Minister Pradyut Bordoloi that a vested circle had instigated the violence in the town on May 18 for its narrow gains. In a statement on May 21, AJYCP president Putul Dutta and its general secretary Pulak Choudhury, while welcoming the initiative on the part of the minister to bring back peace and normalcy to the town, took expection after taking stock of the situation.

Nagaon malarial deaths rising unabated:

Nagaon: The report of five malarial deaths in Nagaon is an abjection of the youth. Such half lies had their geneies in the Joint Director of Health office, but the field fact is a stark reality. So far more than 5 lives have been lost. And the tragedy is - the number is climbing, unabatedly. Kaliabor and Hojai subdivisions, Garubat mouza in Raha, Juri in Rupahihat, Dhing, Barhampurand Kathiatali areas are suffering the disease in epidemic form. As per unofficial reports, five children died in Rajagaon, Kachua, Pomilla, Lutumari in Garubah mouza under Raha recently.

Attempt to propitiate flood-prone Buri Dehing:

Tinsukia: In spite of science and technology development, the people of rural areas are still in the grip of superstitious beliefs. When people find that their problems are not solved by modern science, they sometimes resort to queer measures. A recent incident at Tipling Nagaon under Duliajan constituency has raised questions to our assertion as a rational society. The villagers of Tipling Nagaon, Tipling Puranipathar and Nalani Pathar villages recently assembled by the bank of the river Buri Dehing at Tipling Gaon, and performed religious rites. A raft with a white pigeon and incense sticks was sailed in the river to propitiate the river and make the year flood-free. 

News on 22nd May '06
AJYCP for AGP merger:

Guwahati: Amid rife speculation regarding a possible merge of the AGP and AGP(P), the Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuba Chatra Parishad (AJYCP) - a premier organization known for its regionalism ethos - on May 21 advocated the union of all regional forces. And to reinforces it, the AJYCP cited the two consecutive defeats of the AGP in the Assembly elections, which, according to the organization, was a consequence of intra-party (regional) discord and weak leadership. "What resulted in AGP's defeats in the 2001 as well as 2006 elections is lack of far-sightedness on the part of the AGP leadership, vested interests overtaking party affairs and lust for power," AJYCP president Putul Dutta said.

Ripun; 'Operation Safai' from May 21:

Guwahati: The job of Asom Education Minister Ripun Bora for the first three months will be something like cleaning the Augean's stable to streamline the Education Department which is ' infamous for corruption and anomalies'. The minister will assume charge of the department on May 22. Bora said: "I shall start the "Operation Safai' from May 22 so as to streamline the department and bring work culture in it putting an end to corruption and anomalies. Steps will be taken to make delinquent officials work." He said that, in accordance with the Centre's guidelines, the student-teacher ratio in schools in the State would be made 40:1. "The department even doesn't have any compact records about which teacher is working in which school, and without such a record it is very difficult to maintain the standard student-teacher ratio," he said, adding that the school inspectors would be made to inspect schools regularly and time-bound targets would be set for them.

No breached embankment in Asom; Narah:

Guwahati: On the eve of his taking charge as the Water Resources and Parliamentary Affairs Minister, Bharat Narah on May 21 claimed that there was not a single breached embankment in the State now and that the Flood Control Department was fully ready to face any eventuality on flood and erosion fronts. On May 21, Narah said that the Task Force for flood fighting constituted by the Centre had recommended Rs 300 crore for Asom, and the amount would be provided to the State Government on April 1, 2007 by Planning Commission. This apart, the minister said, the ADB would provide Rs 1,000 crore to the department to modernize embankments and sluice gates of the State in 2007 end when an agreement in this regard would be signed by the Government of Asom and the Government of Asom and the ADB in Manila. He said that 16 ADB officials had surveyed Asom Before the recent Asom Assembly election.

Gogoi allocates portfolios; CM keeps Finance Home with him:

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi distributed the portfolios to the 18 members of his ministry on May 20. The other portfolios given to the ministers are as follows. Prithibi Majhi - Planning & Development, Labour & Employment and Welfare of Tea Tribe; Dr Bhumidhar Burman - Revenue, Relif & Rehabilitation, Assam Accord and Administrative Reform & Training; Bharat Narah - Water Resources and Parliamentary Affairs; Gautam Roy - Excise and Border Area Development; Pranab Gogoi - Handloom & Textile, Sericulture and Law: Gautam Bora - Co-operative and Cultural Affairs; Ripun Bora - Educational; Pradyut Bordolio - Power, Industry & Commerce; Himanta Biswas Sarma - Health, Guwahati Development Department and Information Technology; Rockbul Hussain - Forest, Tourism, Printing & Stationary, Information & Public Relations Department; Ajanta Neog - Social Welfare and Jail; Dr Khorsing Ingti - hills Area Development, Mines & Minerals and Animal Husbandry & Veterinary; Nurzamal Sarkar - Soil Conservation, Fishery and Irrigation; Dr Nazrul Islam - Food & Civil Supply, Minority Welfare and Haj Affairs; Dinesh Prasad Gowala - Urban Development and Housing; Chandan Brahma - Transport and Panchayat & Rural Development; Pramila Rani Brahma - Agriculture and WPT&BC; Rihon Daimary - PHE (Minister of State - Independent). The Chief Minister has kept the Home Finance, PWD and some other portfolios with himself.

Peace, dev top Gogoi agenda:

Guwahati: Asom Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on May 20 accorded his Government's top priority on peace and development followed by job generation and booting tourism. Talking in the city on May 20, Gogoi said that his Government would leave no stone unturned to ensure direct talks between the National Democratic front of Boroland (NDFB) and the United liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) with the Centre, and with this aim in view the State Government agreed to release five central executive members of the ULFA on parole. "We are, however, waiting for the mandatory nod from the Centre towards that end," Gogoi said, and claimed: "Since most of the rebel groups, including the ULFA, of the State have come forward for peace talks with the Centre, we can say that the law and order in the State has improved a lot resulting in minimized Army operations."

'Parole' for ULFA leaders; AGP hails move:

Guwahati: In what could best be termed as its first issue-based support to the Congress-led coalition government in the State, the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) on May 20 hailed the Government for the proposed release of five central executive members of the United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) on parol so as to ensure direct talks Centre. On May 20, AGP president Brindabon Goswami welcomed the State Government's move on the release of five central executive members of the ULFA on parole, and said: "If the Centre or the State Government takes such a step, we will support it wholeheartedly." He appealed to the Centre to invite all the insurgent groups of the North-east, including the ULFA, for direct talks with them. Goswami appealed to Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi to take a firm stand on the implementation of the Assam accord, update of the National Register of Citizens, 1951 and issuance of voters' identity cards so as to end the foreigners problem for once and all. He, however, opposed the Government's move on the foreigners issue, and asked it not to amend the Foreigners Tribunal, 1946.

NE to have four border trade centres:

Guwahati: New Delhi on May 20 announced a Rs 4,700 - crore Special Purpose Tea Fund for complete rejuvenation of the industry in the North-east, and 60 percent of the fund has been earmarked for Asom. "The funds will be utilized in the next 15 years for uprooting, replantation and pruning of tea plants besides reviving the defunct tea gardens," Union Minister of State (Commerce) Jairam Romesh told reporters on May 20, adding that the Centre would release Rs 100 crore as initial disbursement during the current year.

News on 21st May '06
Asom ministry sworn in:
Guwahati: The Tarun Gogoi-led Congress-BPPF(H) coalition ministry was sworn in at the Pragjyoti-ITA Centre at 12 noon on May 19. Governor Lt. Gen. (Retd) Ajai Singh administered the oath to all the 18 ministers. The ceremony took an hour to complete. The ministers who took oath of office on May 19 were Dr Bhumidhar Barman, Prithibi Majhi, Bharat Narah, Pramila Rani Bhahma, Gautom Roy, Dines Prasad Gowala, Chandan Brahma, Dr Khorsing Ingti, Nurzamal Sarkar, Dr Nazrul Islam, Gautam Bora, Ripun Bora, Pradyut Bordoloi, Pranab Gogoi, Himanta Biswa Sarma, Rockybul Hussain, Ajanta Neog and Ribon Daimary.

AGP MPs move PM on Majuli, Bogibeel: 

Guwahati: Two AGP MPs - Sarbanada Sonowal and Arun Kumar Sarma - moved Prime Minister Manmohon Singh urging him to take anti-erosion measures at Majuli, world's biggest river island, and construct the Bogibeel bridge according them national priority. The duo, in a letter to the Prime Minister on May 19, alleged that the pace of erosion protection work taken up by the Brahmaputra Board appeared to be 'superficial and slow.' Looking at the current pace of work it would be hard to protect the island as the rate of erosion in Majuli was alarming they said.

Health dept push on malaria awareness:

Guwahati: Not restricting its activities to only stopping of malaria spread in Asom, the State Health Department has given importance to creating awareness among the people. This was stated by Jatindra Mohan Bora, Joint Director of Health (Malaria). The Department, Bora said, has contemplated on a proposal to be placed before the Government whereby it would request the latter to introduce a mandatory health-related course in the schools from Classes III to VII. This course would help the students to check diseases like malaria, cholera, chicken pox, influenza, diarrhoea etc. and spread awareness for their prevention. A discussion in this regard is on among the top health officials, Bora among the top health officials, Bora said and added that the proposal will be placed before the Government soon.

Dispur ready to greet ministers:

Guwahati: The new capital complex and to Janata Bhawan have been spruced up and kept ready for the ministers of the new Cabinet. Stating this, Secretariat Administrative Department Secretary (SAD) secretary RK Ds said that while the Block A, B, C, F and the CM Block will accommodate a number of ministers, the constriction of D and E blocks are not yet complete. According to Das, whereas the A Block will accommodate only one minister, the B Block will house the offices of the PWD, Irrigation, Water Resources and PHE ministers. While the F Block will accommodate one minister, the C block will have the offices of the Education, the Rural Development and another minister. 

News on 20th May '06
The list of ministers in Asom Cabinet:
Guwahati: Dr Bhumidhar Barman, Prithibi Majhi, Bharat Narah, Pramila Rani Bhahma, Gautom Roy, Dinesh Prasad Gowala, Chandan Brahma, Dr Khorsing Ingti, Nurzamal Sarkar, Dr Nazrul Islam, Gautam Bora, Ripun Bora, Pradyut Bordoloi, Pranab Gogoi, Himanta Biswa Sarma, Rockybul Hussain, Ajanta Neog, Rihom Daimary.

18-member ministry list out; to swear in on May 19:

Guwahati: The swearing in of the Tarun Gogoi-led ministry has been postponed till May 19, and, if sources are to be believed, the reason for this is: The new Government has given due importance to the religious belief that the later hours of on May 18 are not good enough for an auspicious occasion. The swearing-in ceremony which was scheduled for 4 p.m. at the Pragjyoti ITA Centre for Performing Arts on May 18, has now been postponed till 12 p.m. on May 19. The venue, however, remain unchanged. With this announcement the MLAs, whose names were published in a number of newspapers, were left biting their nails for some time in confusion as to whether they would really be in the list or not. On the other hand, their admires and supporters had made long queues outside their houses in order to congratulate their leaders. However, sources have disclosed the names of the MLAs who have been inducted in the 18-member ministry (excluding the Chief Minister) on May 18. While 17 will be cabinet ministers, only one will get a State portfolio. It may be mentioned that the last ministry had three State ministers.

Gogoi in mission to appease MLAs:

Guwahati: As a step to pacify the MLAs who have been left out from the new ministry and some party leaders, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi has decided to provide them with posts of Parliament Secretary with the rank of Minister of State and Chairman with Cabinet Ministers' rank. The posts of Parliament Secretary have been given to MLAs Dildar Rezza, Ajit Singh, Uttara Kalita, Bidya Singh Engleng, Sarat Saikia, Jibontara Ghatowar and Bibekananda Doloi.

Brindabon pushes AGP to its nadir, says AGP-P:

Guwahati: Former Asom Assembly Speaker and AGP-P leader Ganesh Kutum, and his party colleagues Hemanta Kalita and Utpal Dutta on May 18 blamed it on AGP president Brindabon Goswami for the second split of the AGP and its consequent poll debacle.

APCC meet to dissect poll performance:

Guwahati: The Assam Pradesh Congress committee (APCC) has called for an executive committee meeting on June 2. According to APCC general secretary Haren Das, the meeting will discuss the performance of the party in the bygone election, especially the reasons which led to the slip in its number from 70 to 53. It will also discuss the effects of the AUDF and the reasons for infighting. Besides Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi and APCC president Bhubaneswar Kalita, all MLAs and MPs, all defeated candidates and district presidents will be present in the meeting. Senior leader Digvijay Singh may also attend the meeting. 

News on 19th May '06
Sonia okays list; Gogoi team to take oath on May 18:
Guwahati: When Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi arrives on May 18 afternoon all eyes would be on the list of new ministers which was okayed by AICC chairperson Sonia Gandhi during an hour-long meeting at 10 Janpath around 5.30 p.m. on May 17. If a section of legislators are in a piquant situation in the wake of the AICC and Gogoi keeping mum on the list, another section, especially Sarat Borkotoky, a known bete noir of the Chief Minister, would be even more anxious to know whether their names were on the list. The list was prepared by Union Defence Minister Pranab Mukerjee, Trade and Commerce Minister Kamal Nath and senior AICC leader Motilal Vohra during a late night meeting on May 16, AICC sources said. OSD to the Chief Minister, Debojit Gogoi said that Gogoi would arrive on May 18. The 18-member minister would be sworn in at the ITA Centre for Performing Arts in the city at 4 p.m. on May 18.

Brindabon has no right to head party':

Guwahati: Forme Asom minister Rekharani Das Boro, who had left the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) just before the recent Assembly election and contested the poll as an independent candidate, on May 17 blamed it on AGP president Brindabon Goswami and the All Assam Students' Union (AASU) for the present pathetic plight of the party. In no uncertain terms, the former senior AGP leader said: "On May 18, the AGP doesn't have a single tribal MLA among its 24 winners in the recently-held Assembly election, and Brindabon Goswami and his 'AASU advisors' should own the moral responsibility for this 'zero representation' of tribal leaders in the AGP Legislature Party."

ONGC hopes to raise oil output in Asom:

Guwahati: State-owned exploration major Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) is hopeful that its collaboraton with Houston-based Halliburton Co. (HAL) will substantially help in raising its oil production from declining oilfields in Asom. The ONGC produces about 1.2 million tones of crude in Asom annually out of its total production of about 26-28 million tones. "Halliburton will be using their skills and technologies to redevelop three main oilfields in Asom, and we expect to increase the production by about 50 percent in the next three years," said ONGC Chairman and Managing Director Subir Raha.

Asom Medicos intensify stir:

Guwahati: A day after Asom medicos took to the streets to register their protest against the quota issue, student and junior doctors of the three medical colleges of the State on May 17 decided to intensify their agitation demanding withdrawal of the proposed hike in the reservation of OBC students. In a joint discussion, junior doctors of the Gauhati Medical College and Hospital (GMCH), the Assam Medical College (AMC), Dibrugarh and the Silchar Medical College (SMC) decided to observe 'Black Day' and organize day-long sit-in demonstration on May 18 in the hospital premises. 

News on 18th May '06
Dreaming peaceful Asom:
Dibrugarh: With the elections over, interest of the people now seems to be on the progress of the peace talks between the ULFA and the Centre. With the re-election of the Congress to power there is hope that the continuity in governance will prove to be a blessing for the peace-parched Asom. When this reporter talked to a cross section of people, all were unanimously hopeful that new government would do something substantial to bring back the banned outfit to the table to the table and fine a permanent solution.

Silchar school in religious paranoid:

Silchar: After their bewildering experiences on the camps of Oriental Missionary School in the heart of this town, both the guardians and traumatized students are yet to overcome the bizarre and enigmatic phenomenon which the school authorities described as 'Jesus Christ-inspired spiritual upsurge.' After the Assembly prayer, when the school was all set to conduct the terminal and unit test examinations, some students of middle and higher classes relapsed into 'delirious rupture' and soon it developed as mass hysteria. The school plunged into high commotion with hundreds of students inside and outside classrooms screaming and dancing wildly. "It was a frenzied scenario", said Amitabh Das Gupta, a parent.

Asom medicos echo quota protest:
Guwahati: The reverberations of the nationwide protest against the proposed 27 percent reservation for OBCs in higher education institutions were felt in Asom on May 16 as medicos of the State's three medical colleges spilled into the street to echo their counterparts' protest elsewhere in the country against the proposed quota. Responding to an anti-reservation SMS campaign, hundreds of junior doctors of the Guwahati Medical college Hospital (GMCH) took out a candle-light procession in the city this evening to garner public support against the proposed reservation. Members of the Junior Doctors' Association (JDA) and the GMCH Students' Union (GMCHSU) in their professional attire also displayed placards protesting the police atrocities on their counterparts in Delhi.

Defeat fuels AGP infighting:

Guwahati: The Assembly poll debacle has forced the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) MLAs to resort to infighting. While most of the one-time Prafulla Kumar Mahanta loyalists, who continue to be in the AGP, blame it on Brindabon Goswami for the poll defeat of the party, which dreamt to make it to Dispur till recently, other AGP members, who were instrumental in the expulsion of the party's founder president and two-timer Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta from the party, have been maintaining a safe distance from Goswami, maybe because of the current 'anti-Brindabon wave' that is blowing in the party.

A year over; Govt does precious little:

Guwahati: The May first week, 2005 tripartite talks on the Assam Accord involving the All Assam Students' Union (AASU), Asom Government and Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh representing the Centre ended with the adoption a resolution that the National Register of Citizens (NRC), 1951 would be updated within two years i.e. by May, 2007 and another round of tripartite talks, also on Assam Accord, would be held within the fiscal 2005-2006 (up to March 31). It was also decided that the Centre would pour in the funds for the update of the NRC. A year has already elapsed, the authorities concerned have done precious little towards that end, and the next tripartite talks are still a nonstarter. The work for the update of the NRC is abysmally slow.

New FINER agenda for new Govt: 

Guwahati: The Federation of Industries and Commerce of North Eastern region (FINER) is going to place a comprehensive economic agenda before the new Congress-led coalition Government. The agenda favoured a balanced growth in all the segments of economy in the next five years. Besides, a recommendation for incorporating the two important departments - Industry and Power - under the same minister for unhindered growth of State's industry will be suggested by the apex trade body. The agenda, currently under preparation, will be placed before the new government just after it takes charge, RS Joshi, vice-president of the FINER said. The FINER wanted an accelerated growth of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP), he said, adding that despite considerable improvement in the last five years, the GDP growth in Asom was still below the national level. 

News on 17th May '06
34% Asom teachers play truant:
Guwahati: "All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy", goes popular adage. Corollary: Even if he keeps the balance of work and play, as long as teachers are away, Jack is bound to be a dull boy. Such is the picture in Asom. According to a survey conducted by the World Bank, 30 to 34 percent of government primary school teachers in Asom are absent from work. Worse, only 50 percent of teachers are actually engaged in the act of teaching while at work. The survey ranks Asom next only to Jharkhand, Bihar and Punjab. Jharkhand tops the list with 38-42 percent absentees followed by Bihar and Punjab with 34-38 percent of the teachers playing truant from school.

Office of Profit; Hitches ahead for Gogoi:

Guwahati: Although the State Government will now be formed with the added strength of the BPPF(H), yet there will be stumbling blocks for Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi while distributing portfolios to the MLAs. And it will not only be about ministerial berths but also the Office of Profit posts with which the powerful MLAs are kept satisfied when they are not allotted any ministry. Many MLAs this time may be left high and dry as they may not get any post of Office of Profit. It may be mentioned here that when an MLA holds an Office of Profit he gets the added benefits of being the chairman of a Government body. So much so that he becomes the authority of the treasury of that body.

 

Rising cement prices; NE follows suit:

Guwahati: As the deadline set by Union Commerce Minister Kamal Nath failed to evoke any response from the cement manufacture, the local cement prices continued to soar, some even touching Rs 250 a bag. In the wake of the irrational rise in cement prices since February last, the Union commerce Minister had set on May 15 deadline for the cement manufactures to voluntarily reduce the prices.

'Missing' ULFA men; Govt submits list to HC:

Guwahati: The Asom Government on May 15 submitted a list of persons who had been handed over by the Indian Army to the State authorities after Operation All Clear, conducted by the Royal Bhutan army in 2003, before the Gauhati High court in a sealed envelop along with an affidavit claiming privilege for not making the list public keeping in mind the interest of the society. It may be mentioned that the Ministry of Defence (MoD), in a similar affidavit submitted in the Gauhati High Court privilege urging the court not to publish the list it had produced to keep the public interest, national security and current anti-insurgency operation unaffected.

Uncertainty looms large:

Silchar: Saifuddin Soz, Union Minister of Water Resources, who came to Cachar to lay down the foundation stone of Amjur irrigation scheme before Asom became poll bound, did not have any specific explanation to offer to the media persons on the present status of Barak Dam or Tipaimukh Hydel Power Project. All that he could say was that his ministry "has sanctioned an additional Rs 422 crore for the project" and left the journalists guessing. It was way back in the mid 80s that this multipurpose project was mooted by the Union Ministry on the trijunction of Asom, Manipur and Mizrom which would generate 1500MW of power, besides containing floods and augmenting agricultural production with irrigation facilities.

Fluoride in water a bane for Karbi Anglong:

Howraghat: The presence of cyanic-like fluoride in the under-ground waters of places such as Tekelangjong, Dokmoka, Ramsa Pathar, Dengaon, Longnit Taradevi, Tumpreng, Garampani and Nambar in Karbi Anglong has become a matter of serious concern. And the fact to rue about is that even after detection of high fluoride content in the waters of these done by authorities concerned so far.

Excess billing; Consumer forum slaps fine on ASEB:

Tinsukia: At a time when the Assam State Electricity Board (ASEB), Tinsukia Division is losing Rs 85 lakh as revenue due to the inefficiency of a section of the staff, another harrowing tale has come to light. A penalty of Rs 500 was imposed on the ASEB division for the harassment meted out to a customer. The customer was charged an excess amount as tariff bill, in spite of the fact that se was paying her monthly bills regularly. According to available information, the Tinsukia District Consumer Protection Xamity, has ordered the ASEB, Tinsukia Division to pay the penalty for processing a bill on the basis of regular meter-reading and in that way charging excess amount from its customers. 

News on 16th May '06
Student bodies demand Rs 400 cr OIL package:
Dibrugarh: Four student's organizations have placed the demand before the Chairman-cum-Managing Director (CMD) of Oil India Limited (OIL) that a special economic package of Rs 400 crore should be announced for the socio-cultural development of the Tai Ahom, Moran, Mattak and Sonowal ethnic groups. In a memorandum, submitted to the ADC of Dibrugarh on May 15, the students' organizations - All Tai Ahom Students' Union (ATASU), All Assam Moran Students' Union (AAMSU), All Assam Mattak Yuva Chatra Sanmilan (AAMYCS) and All Assam Sonowal Kachari Students' Union (AASKSU) - epressed resentment over the fact that OIL spent less than 1% of its total profit for the development of the people of the two districts of Tinsukia and Dibrugarh. They demanded that 50% of the profits should be used for the development of the two districts.

Is Govt monitoring food adulteration well?

Jorhat: As the temperatures soar, cold drinks and ice creams, even those peddled by roadside vendors, are registering brisk sales. But are these totally safe and manufactured under hygienic conditions? Though the State Health Department has deputed Food inspectors in all districts of the State to check any adulteration of food items, their job is not exactly cut out. There is a monitoring mechanism to prevent the shopkeepers from storing spurious commodities of human consumption in the shelves, but its efficacy is not above board. Lack of adequate personnel and resources alike has crippled the functioning of the Food inspectors entrusted with the noble task of implementing the Prevention of Food Adulteration Act, 1954, informed sources told.

Ajanta assures Golaghat of all-round development: 

Merapani: State PWD Minister Ajanta Neog (Congress), who defeated AGP general secretary Atul Bora by a margin of 16,201 votes in the recently-declared Assembly poll, has promised the electorates of working for the all-round development of the 95 Golagaht Lac. A delighted Neog, taking to the mediapersons, said that she was voted to power due to her performance. "The people of Golaghat, who are very conscious, have recognized my achievements," said Neog who retained her seat for the second time.

Mandate to BPPF-H not real; Rabiram:
Kokrajhar: Rabiram Narzari-led Bodoland People's Progressive Front (BPPF-R) has thanked people in general for their unflinching support to the party in the recently concluded State's Assembly election. Despite the militant groups of Mahilary-led BPPF striking terror, the people, irrespective of caste, creed and religion showed courage to stand by right force, issued by the BPPF stated. It said mandate to Mahilary party was not real. It was the mandate that was managed with the help of money and muscle power. The BPPF-r secured mandate more or less equal to Mahilary's party in the constituencies like 28th Gossaigaon, 29th West Kokrajhar, 30th east-Kokrajhar and 31st Sidli.

AGS hits out at AGP; to back Congress Govt:

Guwahati: The Sanmilita Gana Shakti (SGS) came down heavily on the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) and said that wrong policies of the regional party were responsible for its poll debacle. In its executive meeting on May 13, the SGS, which could send only one member (in the form of its general secretary Bhuban Pegu) to the 12th State Assembly, has decided to extend its support to the Congress-led coalition Government in the State.

Bithika Dev's induction in ministry likely:

Silchar: The prospect of Bithika Dev' induction in the Gogoi ministry looks bright. She was elected from Silchar by trouncing formidable BJP candidate Bimolangshu Roy. Bithika Dev was the lone woman nominee of Congress from Barak Valley and obviously she would find favour with party president Sonia Gandhi, when Tarun Gogoi reaches Delhi to seek her approval of the list of ministers.

Cong likely to offer three berths to BPPF(H):

Guwahati: BTC Chairman and BPPF(H) president Hagrama Mohilary on May 13 said in presence of Tarun Gogoi and AICC's Asom in-charge Digvijay Singh that the only condition of his party for supporting the Congress Government in the State was the implementation of the Bodo Accord in letter and spirit, and priority in the Accord implementation should be given on withdrawal pending cases against the former BLT leaders and cadres, rehabilitation of the ex-BLT cadres, ST status for the Bodos on Karbi Anglong, induction of Bodo representatives in all the autonomous councils in the State etc. Meanwhile, official sources said that the Congress was ready to offr three berths to the BPPF(H) in the Ministry.

Gogoi takes oath as CM on May 14:

Guwahati: Congress Legislature Party (CLP) leader Tarun Gogoi will take oath as the Chief Minister of Asom on May 14 for the second consecutive term at the Raj Bhawan in presence of the Governor and part leaders. He will fly to New Delhi to meet Congress president Sonia Gandhi after the ceremony. As was expected, Gogoi was on May 13 elected as the CLP leader at a meeting held at Dispur in presence of senior party leader Mohsina Kidwai, Digvijay Singh, APCC president Bhubaneswar Kalita and several MPs of the party. Initially, Kidwai and Singh collected the personal views of the newly-elected members on the choice of their leader in writing. Later, taking consent from party president Sonia Gandhi they asked the elected party members to propose the name of their choice. Gogoi's name was proposed by Dr Bhumidhar Barman and it was supported unanimously by all the members. Bhubaneswar Kalita, who presided over the CLP meet, felicitated Gogoi on being elected with a gamosa.

Das BJPLP leader, Primal chief whip:

Guwahati: The ten newly-elected MLAs of the BJP, in their meeting in the party office on May 13 in presence of former Union minister Ravi Shankar Prasad, North-east BJP in-charge V Satish and party's State president Indramoni Bora, have unanimously elected Mision Rajan Das as the BJP Legislature Party (BJPLP) leader, Ranjit Dutta as the Deputy BJPLP leader, Parimal Shuklavaidya as the chief whip, Rameswar Teli as the whip, Rumi Nath as the secretary and Prasanta Phukan as the treasurer.

Mahanta; Time for self-analysis:

Guwahati: "It is now time for elf-analysis and adoption of corrective measures," said AGP(P) president Prafulla Kumar Mahanta on May 13. The party will leave no stone unturned in order to strengthen regionalism in the State, he added. The former Chief Minister said that although the people of Asom were ready for a change in the Government before the election, yet the short-sightedness and adamant of some leaders handling the reins of regional politics led on May 13 results and the Congress came back to power. But he added that the Congress should not be too happy with its success as the party failed to gain on its earlier tally of 70 achieved in the 2001 elections. It has been a loss of 17 seats as it was able to score only 53. This is an indication that the Congress has lost its support base to quite an extent. 

News on 15th May '06
Gogoi sworn in for term 2; to leave for Delhi on May 15: 
Guwahati: Asom came under a coalition rule with Congress Legislature Party (CLP) leader Tarun Gogoi being sworn in as the Chief Minister for the second consecutive term on May 14. While the Congress has 53 MLAs in the 126-member House, its coalition partner Bodoland People's Progressive front (BPPF-Hagrama) has 12 MLAs. Some independent MLAs have also joined the coalition. The oath of office and secrecy were administered by Governor Lt Gen (retd) Ajain singh at a simple but overcrowded function in the Durbar Hall of the Raj Bhavan. Other members of the ministry will be sworn in by May 17 when Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi will be backed in the State from New Delhi where he is leaving for May 15 to have a detailed discussion on the composition of his ministry with AICC president Sonia Gandhi.

BJP fears more B' deshi influx:

Guwahati: Since a Congress-led Government has taken over the charge at Dispur, illegal infiltration from Bangladesh may take a turn for the worse in the days ahead. This apprehension has been sounded by the BJP on May 14. "Since the Congress always protects the interest of aliens, the party's coming back to power riding on a fractured mandate is a bad signal for the State," said V Satish, BJP's North-east organizing secretary on May 14. Congress' Bangladeshi appeasement policy was still continuing, he added.

AUDF to sit as Opposition:

Guwahati: Barely an hour before Tarun Gogoi was sworn in as the Chief minister for the second term on May 14, the Assam United Democratic Front (AUDF) officially announced that it would play the role of a 'responsible Opposition' in the 12th Asom Assembly. "The AUDF will keep a watch on the situation and happily discharge the role of a responsible Opposition, without which democracy could degenerate into an arbitrary rule having no accountability in a crisis-ridden State like Asom," said AUDF president Badruddin Ajmal while addressing on May 14.

Brindabon passes the buck to others:

Guwahati: The damage has already been done but the 'chief' refused to give up. On one hand, he admits responsibility for the defeat, and on the other, he attributes the defeat as consequences of the "works of some detractors". "Since I took charge, the party has come out stronger. I cannot quit at this stage. Now, my efforts will be to reorient the party," AGP president Brindabon Goswami said on May 14. However, Goswami, who went to the party office for the first time after the declaration of the election results, said that if a more "efficient" person comes forward to take charge of the party, he had no objections whatsoever. 

News on 14th May '06
Hagrama power nears Congress to Dispur:
Guwahati: Despite some major upset and an overall loss of 18 seats, the Congress is set to form the first-ever coalition Government in Asom emerging as the single largest party with 52 seats. Even as it failed to bag a clear mandate, the part, with the support of BPPF(H) - which won 12 seats - and possibly some independents, is braced to rewrite Asom's history by returning to power for the second successive term, a feat no party had achieved in the last 30 years. Disposing of all speculations and exit polls, the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) managed just 24 seats while the BJP cut a sorry figure winning 10 seats.

Cong MLAs' meet:

Guwahati: The Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) has convened a meeting of the newly-elected party MLAs at the CLP hall in the State Assembly premises at 10.30 a.m. on May 13. The meeting will be attended by APCC president Bhubaneswar Kalita, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi and others.

We are set to form Govt; Gogoi:

Guwahati: With the support of the BPPF (Hagrama) the Congress is all set to form the next government at Dispur. This was stated by chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, while talking to the press at Rajib Bhawan this evening. Several independents have also extended their support to the Congress, he hinted. However, he said the newly-elected legislators of the party will elect the next Chief Minister. The meeting of the Congress Legislative Party (CLP) is secheduled for May 13 morning in presence of two Central observers of the party - Digvijay Singh and Chandan Bagchi, he added.

BEd students yet to get results; courtesy NCTE:

Guwahati: Around 100 students of west Guwahati College of Education, established in the year 1992, are pinning their hopes on Guahati High Court to get their results which have been withheld for nearly a month. Students of the B.Ed College while expressing their anxiety said that they are depending on the High court to know about their result. 

News on 13th May '06
AGP bastion busted in Jorhat:
Jorhat: In a major setback, the Asom Gana Parishad has lost the prestigious Jorhat Legislative Assembly Constituency, which has been under its belt since 1985, to the Indian National Congress. Congress nominee and former chairman of the Jorhat Zilla Parishad rana Goswami wrested the seat from sitting MLA and prominent general secretary of the regional party Hitendra Nath Goswami, defeating the latter by a margin of 4,980 votes. The congress candidate bagged 49,742 votes, while his nearest rival got 44,862 votes. Jadab Doloi of the Bharatiya Janata Party, who pocketed 5,176 votes came a distant third.

Cong all the way in Tinsukia:

Tinsukia: the Indian National Congress has won a thumping victory registering wins in all the five constituencies of Tinsukia district. Congress candidate Rajendra Prasad Singh has retained the 122 Tinsukia LAC by defeating his nearest rival Israel Nanda of the AGP by a margin of 2,755 votes. Meanwhile, ridiculing all the speculation State Power Minister wrested back his Margherita seat by trouncing Lakheswar Moran (AGP) by a record margin of 25,743 votes. Bordoloi told that his victory has exposed the conspiracy of a section of the media which indulged in mudslinging and character assassination. "Nothing else matters now that the people have decide to make me their representative," he added. In Doomdooma LAC Durga Bhumij defeated his nearest rival Dilip Moran of (BJP) by a margin of 1,996 votes. Former MLA Dileswar Tanti of NCP stood third.

Cong loses Dibrugarh to BJP:

Dibrugarh: In hat appears to be an upset for the Congress, BJP candidate Prasanta Phukan won the 116 Dibrugarh Legislative Assembly Constituency seat by a narrow margin of 176 votes. Dibrugarh has always been a Congress bastion and there have been only two occasions since independence when the seat was lost to two Opposition candidates. The Congress had been holding the seat uninterruptedly since 1980. Phukan, a grandson of Bagmibor Nilmoni Phukan, defeated his nearest Congress rival, the sitting MLA, Dr Kalyan Kumar Gogoi, by a margin of 176 votes.

BPPF(H) demands 4 berths in Ministry:

Kokrajhar: BPPF(H) president and BTC Chairman Hagrama Mohilary on May 11 said that his party would support the Congress to form the Government in the State. He further said that the BPPF(H), which won 12 seats in the BTC area, should get at least three Cabinet and a Minister of State berths in the Ministry to be led by the Congress. The party has also opposed the candidature of APCC president Bhubaneswar Kalita for the post of Chief Minister.

Cong bags 3, ASDC 1 in KA:

Diphu: Out of four Assembly seats in Karbi Anglong three - Diphu, Howraghat and Baithalangso - have been won by the Congress. The Bokajan LAC has been retained by the ASDC. Sitting MLA of Diphu constituency Bidyasing Engleng defeated his nearest rival Padma Maibongsha (Ind) by 5783 votes. In Howraghat constituency, Congress candidates Khorsing Ingty defeated his nearest rival CPI(ML) candidate Robi kumar Phangsho by 12,238 vote. In Baithlangso constituency, congress candidate Dr Mansing Rongpi defeated his nearest rival ASDC president Holiram Terang by 8848 votes. On the other hand, in Bokajan constituency, the sitting MLA of ASDC Jagatsing Engti retained his seat by defeating Congress candidate Hidhinath Rongpi by 340 votes. 

News on 12th May '06
Smile or cry, win or defeat? Counting of votes on May 11:
Guwahati: The month-long confusion created by the exit and opinion polls on the possible outcome of the Asom Assembly election will come to an end on May 11 when the counting of votes will begin at 8 a.m. in as many as 47 counting centres in the State. As many as 19,723 EVMs, which have been kept heavily guarded in 47 strong rooms, would be opened on May 11 morning for counting amidst tight security. The counting will also give a clear picture of faces like which party or parties will head the 12th Asom Government, what will be the possible equation of parties, etc. Prohibitory orders under Section 144 CrPC have been imposed for peaceful counting and bursting of high decibel firecrackers in public places has been banned from May 11 till May 20, official sources said.

I'm a strong contender for CM, says Kalita:

Guwahati: Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) president Bhubaneswar Kalita onMay 10 said that since he had led the party in the Asom Assembly election, naturally he was a strong contender for the post of Chief minister if the party was voted to power. Talking on the eve of counting votes on May 10, Kalita said that the Congress would get absolute majority and form the Government. When asked on the kind of ties the Congress would like to maintain with the newly-formed AUDF, Kalita said that the party would take the decision after the poll results.

City Police ready with traffic plan:

Guwahati: The scheduled counting of votes on May 11 morning has put the traffic police in the city in a tizzy. The police has geared up its traffic plan to control any untoward situation that may arise out of political ups and downs. An arrangement for normal traffic flow in the city roads, right from the beginning of counting of votes to the aftermath of announcement of result, has been chalked out. A 'no traffic zone' will be declared around the two strong rooms as well as counting centres at Cotton College complex and Sudmerson Hall near Meghdoot Bhavan on May 11since morning. This was stated by RK Barua, SP (Traffic) said, on May 10. Even the vehicles of election observers and other officials would not be allowed within this zone, he said. 'No entry' boards would be in place at the entry points of the adjoining lanes of the counting centres, including HB Road, AK Baurah Road and ARB Road, he added.

Shun violence; Brindabon appeals to ULFA:

Guwahati: Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) president Brindabon Goswami on May 10 appealed to the United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) to shun violence and help the ongoing peace talks yield positive results. On May 10, Goswami said that the AGP wanted cooperation from the ULFA so as to build a xunor (golden) Asom. "Shun violence and come forward to build a xunor Asom," Goswami appealed to the ULFA.

State on alert:

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on May 10 asked the security forces to be on high alert in the aftermath of the attempt on the life of AGP leader Pradeep Hazarika by suspected ULFA militants at Amuguri on May 9. The chief minister has reviewed the law-and-order situation of the State in a high-level meeting at the Asom Sachivalaya. Chief Secretary S Kabilan and Director General of Police DN Dutta were, among others, present in the meeting. According to sources, the State administration apprehends that violence may erupt in parts of Barak Valley, Karbi Anglong and the BTAD after the announcement of the poll result. 

News on 11th May '06
Pradeep, Gohain shifted to AIIMS:
Dibrugarh: Former Transport Minister Pradeep Hazarika and Debananda Gohain, an AGP activit, who sustained bullet injuries during the shoot-out near Barahibari Railway Station in Sivasagar on May 9, were shifted on May 10 by air to All India Institute of Medical Science (AIIMS), New Delhi for specialized treatment. Hazarika and Gohain, along with five other injure, had been rushed to Aditya Nursing Home after preliminary treatment at Pragoti Nursing home at Sivsagar.

AGP observes Amguri bandh; 12 picked up:

Sivasagar: At the call of Amguri LAC Coordination Committee, a 12-hour Amguri bandh from 5 a.m. to 5 p.m. was observed on May 10 in protest against the attempt on the life of senior AGP leader and former Asom Transport Minister Pradip Hazarika.

Rajesh, Gautam to conduct coaching camp:

Guwahati: Former State Ranjit cricketers Rajesh Bora and Gautam Dutta will now jointly coached the budding cricket talents of the city. The Guwahati Cricket coaching Centre is going organize a 21-day cricket coaching camp for its trainees which will get start at the Nehru Stadium from May 16. The duo have been invited to supervise the camp. Another Ranjit cricketer Nishant Bordoloi would look after the physical conditioning of the players.

AOA seeks players' list from State associations:

Guwahati: After a long gap the Assam Olympic Association restarted its activities for the 33rd National Games. The association has already sought players list from different State associations and the name of the equipment, and the size of different dresses that would be required at the time of the Games. The 33rd National Games will start in the city from October 3. The ten days mega event would be concluded on October 14. around 10,000 players and officials would take part in the meet which was earlier postponed for a year.

GSA football from May 20:

Guwahati: The inter-club football clearance of the Gauhati Sports Association (GSA) will begin from May 20. The football secretary of the GSA Hem Das said that it would be continued till May 22.

Goalpara DSA to upgrade players' pavilion:

Guwahati: The authorities of the Goalpara District Sports Association has decided to upgrad their pavilion at the DN Singh Stadium to players as well as the officials. The upgradation work would begin from the next week. The association has already received Rs 10 lakh from the Planning and Development Commission for the purpose. 

Inter-schoolkabadi and kho kho from May 18:

Guwahati: The Inter-school Kabadi and Kho Kho Competition of Sivsagar district would begin from May 18. The two-day meet would be held at the Demow public ground. The last date of entry has been fixed on May 15.

Win for Army School, Faculty School:

Guwahati: Army School and Faculty School registered win in the ongoing 2nd All Assam School Cricket tournament at the Latasil ground on May 9. 

News on 10th May '06
Pradeep shot at; two PSOs killed; Shootout condemned; AGP to stage protest:

Sivasagar: Two Personal Security Officers (PSO) were killed when six suspected ULFa militants attacked Pradeep Hazarika, former Minister of Transport and AGP candidate contesting for the 103 Amguri Legislative Assembly seat, at Mautgoan near Barahibari Railway station, under Haluating Police Station in Sivasagar district at about 12-45 p.m. on May 9. Hazarika sustained multiple bullet injuries on his right wrist and upper arm. Five others were also injured in the incident. According to reports, Hazarika with hi two security personnel and some AGP workers, went to visit an ailing person near Moutgaon. They were all on motorbikes. While returning, they had hardly crossed the Railway track at Barahibari when the suspected ultras ambushed them near a bamboo grove and sprayed bullets on them from sophisticated weapons.

One's cheque, else's benefit; courtesy UBI:

Dibrugarh: At a time when the Regional Manager of United Bank of India, Dibrugarh branch, has been talking tall on the bank's performance, a recent incident which has come to light shows how futile the claims are. Bank rules specify that a demand draft can be credited to the account of the individual or firm under whose name the draft is issued. However, in this particular case, a firm unknowingly deposited a draft, which had not been issued in its name, to the bank. In total contravention of the bank rules, the bank decided to honour the bank draft No 031214, and deposited the amount of Rs 22,687 into the account of the particular firm after getting clearance from the State Bank of India, Dibrugarh branch.

News on 9th May '06
Govt to review security cover:

Guwahati: The attack on former Transport Minister and AGP leader Pradeep Hazarika in Sivasagar on May 9 by suspected ULFA militants has compelled the State government to review the security cover offered to the leaders who have been named by the banned outfit recently. About a week back the ULFA, in its mouthpiece Swadhinata, had cast aspersions on at least 10 AGP and AGP(P) leaders saying that they had not done anything worthwhile in the State Assembly or outside it during the period of 'secret killing'. Pradeep Hazarika was one among them. Following the publication of the issue, the State Government, reacting promptly, had offered security cover to those leaders. But on May 9 shooting has brought back a sense of insecurity among the listed leaders. According to DGP Dipak Narayan Dutta, immediately after the names of the leaders had appeared in Swadhinata, Pradip Hazarika was provided with four Personal security Officers and a house guard. At the same time they were told that they must inform the police before going to remote areas, he added. On May 9 incidence has created an urgency to look into the security matters again, Dutta said.

AGP-P not to back Cong, may seek support:

Guwahati: The AGP-P on May 9 said that it would not back the Congress to form the Government, but it might seek the national party's support to form the Government. AGP-P president and former chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta said that the party would make its strategy public only after May 11. "We will respect the people's mandate and continue to raise our voice for the people of the State," he said. On Asom AICC in-charge Digvijay singh's recent comment at New Delhi that the Congress might seek the support of the AGP-P if the party falls short of majority, Mahanta said that it was Singh's personal comment. He refused to reply when asked, "Whom does the AGP-P think as the enemy of the people of Asom, the Congress or the AGP?" Later, AGP-P political advisor Pranab Goswami said that the AGP-P would not support the Congress to form the Government. He, however, said that the AGP-P might seek support of the Congress to form the Government.

Production up, auction stagnant; survey mulled:

Guwahati: To identify the areas of the problems that have hindered the routing of large volumes of teas through the Guwahati Tea Auction Centre (GTAC) during the last five years, the authorities concerned have mulled an extensive survey. "We have to find out the problems as the sale of the Asom tea through the GTAC has remained stagnant during the last five years, when the production of tea in the State is increasing considerably," said J Kakaty, secretary of the GTAC said. The GTAC chairman has constituted a four-member subcommittee headed by Chandrajit Saikia, executive director of the Tea Board of India, to fix the terms and conditions of the proposed survey, he said. 

News on 8th May '06
Centre mulling NDFB talks; UC:
Kokrajhar: Union Home Minister Shivraj Patil seem to have given a positive signal for a dialogue with the National Democratic front of Boroland (NDFB). In a reply to a letter by Rajya sabha MP Urkhao Gwra Brahma on May 3, the union home Minister said that the matter of peace talk with the NDFB is being "examined" by the home Ministry and "appropriate action" would be taken soon. Brahma on May 2 though a letter had urged the Union Home Minister to start a formal dialogue with the NDFB without any pre-condition. He said the inordinate delay in formal peace talks between the Centre and the NDFB was causing disturbances in Asom in general, and in the BTC region in particular.

Saw mills defy SC order:

Nalbari: In open defiance to the supreme court order banning setting up of saw mills except in otified areas, number of illegal mills have come up all along the Indo Bhutan border, especially in the BTAD areas. It has been alleged that unabated felling of trees in the protected areas such as Manas, Sonai Rupahi and Nameri and other reserved forests has been going on in connivance with a section of corrupt forest department officials. It has also been alleged that log from Manas national park have been feeding the illegal mills at Sorbhog, Barpeta Road, Ananda Bazar, Gatigaon and Salbari, and hose form Sonia-Rupahi and Nameri sanctuaries have been feeding the mills of Northern sonitpur at balipara and Rangapara.

ONGC officers' stir from May 8:

Jorhat: In a unprecedented move which may plung the vital oil sector in a severe crisis, the Association of scientific and Technical officers (ASTO), a representative body of 24,000 executives of the Oil and Natural gas Corporation Limited working in installations all over the country and abroad, ahs decided to launch a 'democratic agitation' in protest against the "indifferent, high-handed and callous attitude of the ONGCL management and its autocratic leadership". The agitation, billed as the direct action programme, will start on May 9 with the wearing of black badges by the ASTO members. 

News on 7th May '06
Govt tells ASEB to pull up its socks:
Guwahati: Calling a spade a spade, the State Government on May 8 told the Assam State Electricity Board (ASEB) to put more emphasis on efficiency rather than harp on a tariff hike in order to reduce its continual loss. This was stated by State Power Minister Pradyut Bordoloi on May 8. The ASEB incurs commercial loss of 25 percent annum which is equivalent to Rs 20 crore. Bordoloi said in order to achieve total efficiency there must be a paradigm shift among the field workers of the Board, and this can be bought about only with the positive efforts of the top brass in the power body.

AGP sends CMP to allies:

Guwahati: The AGP, in its steering committee meeting on May 8, formulated the draft of a common minimum programme (CMP) incorporating a number of regional, economic and political issues and circulated it to its allies - the CPI, CPI(M), SP, TGP, BPPF(R) and ASDC(H). The AGP, being the largest party in the alliance, was entrusted with the responsibility of drafting the CMP at a meeting of the alliance partners on April 28.

Borkotoky & Co raps colleagues:

Guwahati: Despite frenzied efforts of the Congress to hush up the brewing dissidence within the party, the bubble burst on May 8 when senior Congress leader Sarat Borkotoky spat fire at his party colleagues saying 'a conspiracy was being hatched by his own partymen to root out some senior leaders'. A day after a section of media published reports charging him wit having "relations" with one Monika Tiwari, a widow and allegedly a call girl of Bihar who was murdered last month, Borkotoky rubbished the allegations terming them as part of a vilification campaign launched against him by "some" of his colleagues.

CPI, CPI(M) gap widens:

Guwahati: The differences between the two Left parties - CPI and CPI(M) - seems to have widened as CPI has termed the recent statement of CPI(M) leader Hemen Das regarding the formulation of Common Minimum Programme (CMP) of the probable AGP-led coalition as unfortunate. It may be mentioned that Das, in a statement, has contradicted the comments of the CPI national executive member Promode Gogoi and made it clear that his party will not participate in any government and stay away from the current exercise for formulation of the CMP. Gogoi, said the alliance partners decided I their last meeting held on April 28 to work out a draft CMP on the basis of their election manifesto. The CPI(M) was not present in the meeting.

Earth-cutting in M'laya; Asom moves Centre:

Guwahati: Concerned over the unabated earth-cutting prevalent in the Meghalaya side of the Khanapara-Jorabat road, Dispur has sought interference of the Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of India, to check the menace. Informing this to reporters on May 8, State forest minister Prodyut Bordoloi said that despite a number of discussions with the administration of the neighbouring State, earth-cutting has been going on in these areas, especially in the ribhoi district, triggering serious imbalances in the environment. The menace, he said, had been directly affecting Asom, particularly the district of Kamrup. 

News on 6th May '06
BJP at a loss sans Mahajan:
Guwahati: The vacuum created by the sudden death of BJP general secretary Pramod Mahajan, who spearheaded the party's election campaign in Asom, still haunts the State BJP unit even as just four days are left for the Assembly election results. The concern of the party insiders was clearly visible during the solemn function organized by the party to pay homage to the departed leader in Panbazar Harisabha on May 7. Cutting across party lines, representative of almost all the major political parties and organizations attended the function to pay their homage to the departed soul.

'AUDF watching AGP, Congress':

Guwahati: Depending upon the strength of its electoral success, the Asom United Democratic Front (AUDF) would prefer to actively participate in the administration of the State. This was stated by AUDF president Badruddin Ajmal stated on May 7. However, he said the possibility of playing a 'constructive role' as the Opposition in the Assembly is also kept open by the party. "The AUDF firmly believes that legal as well as illegal ad-hockism and political opportunities pursued by the successive governments has landed the State in its current distress," he stated. However, he hastened to add that the AUDF would be watching with great interest the formulation of a Common Minimum Programme by the AGP and its allies, and 'critical introspection, if any, in the Congress circle would also not escape the attention of the party.

AASU meet on VC issue:

Guwahati: Dissatisfied with the Guahati University's response to the points raised against the Vice Chancellor, the executive body of the All Assam students' Union (AASU) is meeting on May 8 to discuss the prevailing stalemate with the VC. According to sources, the student, body, which has been demanding the resignation of VC Gajendra Nath Talukdar alleging his failure to check anomalies in the functioning of the university, will decide its further course of action in this regard in the meeting.

Gogoi 'proposes', rest 'dispose':

Guwahati: It was a meet to mark the 117th birth anniversary of late Dr NS Hardikar. But the programme, organized at Rajib Bhavan on May 7, assumed significance for a totally different aspect. Both Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi and his bete noir senior Congress leader Sarat Borkotoky were seen seated beside each other after along time. The irony was inescapable when MLA Chandan Sarkar, speaking during the meet, underscored the need for unity among the partymen saying the presence of some "hypocrities" was not auguring well for the party.

'Borkotoky had links with Monika':

Guwahati: Former PWD Minister Sarat Borkotoky was placed under a harsh limelight on May 7 after a local TV channel reported Patna Police had evidence that he had "relations" with one Monika Tiwari, a widow and allegedly a call girl who was murdered last month in Bihar. According to the TV channel Tiwari, who also had "relations" with other national leaders, often came to Asom. Borkotoky, the channel said, frequented Tiwari's residence, even with his security personnel.

News on 5th May '06
ASEB has no crisis mitigation plans tariff hike in mind:
Guwahati: The Assam State Electricity Board (ASEB) has plans to invest thousands of cores of rupees in the next five to ten years, and if the plans are not 'wild', power-starved Asom will certainly become a power-surplus State. The statement sounds pleasant, but unfortunately the ASEB has no immediate means at hand to mitigate the current acute power crisis which may linger for another week or so. The board does have an answer (escape route), albeit not impressive, that this being the lean season and most of the plants supplying power to Asom being hydel, the supply-demand gap of power is generally high, and thus the erratic power supply. Be the State power surplus or power starved the Assam Electricity Regulatory Commission has a proposal handed over to it by the ASEB to hike the power tariff, 9 to 16 percent for domestic consumption and 20 to 28 percent for industrial consumption.

Mahajan's ashes reach city:

Guwahati: The ashes of BJP leader Pramod Mahajan were brought into the city by Ashokananda Singhal and V Satish from Mumbai on May 6. They were received by State BJP leaders, including president Indramoni Bora, general secretary Dhruba Prasad Bishya, Bijoya Chakrabarty, Ramen Deka et al at the LGBI airport at about 12.10 p.m. A car rally carried the ashes from Borjhar to the State BJP office at RGB road. The rally stopped at various places enabling admirers of late Mahajan and different organizations to offer their tributes to the departed leader. The BJP workers paid their homage at the State party office. A prayer and remembrance meet has been organized at the Hari Sabha at Panbazar on May 7, the BJP sources informed.

NRL achieves record turnover:

Guwahati: Riding on a record sales turnover of Rs 5,820 crore registering a growth of 25 percent over the previous year, the annual accounts of Numaligarh Refinery Limited (NRL) for the financial year 2005-06 were adopted in the meeting of its Board of Directors on April 28 last at Mumbai. A statement from the Refinery said that net profit rose by almost 10 percent to Rs 449 crore from the previous year's level of Rs 449 crore. During the year, the refinery processed 2132.8 TMT of crude with a high distilled yield of 85.06 percent and evacuated 1948.15 TMT of products. The Company has reasons to cheer its impressive performance as it has come at a time when Oil PSUs are reeling under the burden of spiraling international prices of crude oil and subsidies on petroleum products.

Pacemaker implanted on Hazarika:

Guwahati: A permanent pacemaker has been implanted on Dr Bhupen Hazarika, who is recuperating at the GNRC Hospitals on May 6. The pacemaker was implanted at around 10.30 a.m. by a team of cardiologists led by Dr AK Boro as a precaution to avoid any serious cardiological problem by the legend.

Moonsoons brig fear to NH 44 users:

Silchar: With the onset of the monsoons, apprehension over the prospect of NH 44 being cut off due to landslides at Sonapur has strengthened. Sonapur lies in the Jaintia Hills of Meghalaya, about 100 km. For more than a decade, the place has become a trouble-spot as it has been identified as a highly active landslide zone. This highway is the lifeline of connectivity for Tripura, Mizoram, Meghalaya, Barak Valley, and lower Manipur.

'Govt's policy responsible for power crisis:

Guwahati: The Government's policy in commercializing the power sector and bifurcating the Assam State Electricity Board is the reason for the current severe power crisis in the State. Addressing on May 5, the National Coordination Committee of Electricity Employee' and Engineers' Association, Assam branch, advisor Sudarshan Sarma alleged that the power crisis started following the new electricity policy bifurcating the production and distribution authorities and commercializing the power sector.

Asom BJP suffers heavy loss:
Guwahati: A pall of gloom has descended in the headquarters of the Asom Pradesh BJP following the untimely death of Pramod Mahajan on May 3. A condolence meeting was held at the office in presence of leaders and workers of the party. The demise of Mahajan, who guided the party in the Asom Assembly poll like 'a candid guardian' and visited every nook and corner of the State for campaign, is considered to be a great loss for the State unit of the party.

'Secret killings'; Cong dares AGP:

Guwahati: The Congress on May 3 dared the AGP to come clean on the 'secret killings' issue following the recent ULFA statement wherein members of the party, including some top leaders, were implicated in the issue. Speaking to APCC general secretary Bhupen Bora took a dig at AGP president Brindabon Goswami by saying that the person ho was 'daydreaming' of becoming the Chief Minister should now make his stand clear in the context of the ULFA allegations.

News on 4th May '06
SC reserves verdict on petitions:
Guwahati: The Supreme Court on May 5 reserved its verdict on two petitions challenging the Centre's February 10 notification setting up separate Tribunals for detection and deportation of foreigners in Asom. A Bench of Justice PK Balasubramanyam and Justice SB Sinha reserved the order after hearing senior counsel Ashok Desai, Arun Jaitley and Ravi Shankar Prasad on behalf of the petitioners and Solicitor General GE Vahanvai for the Centre and senior counsel KK Venugopl for the State of Asom. The Centre has defended the controversial Foreigners (Tribunals for Assam) Order, 2006 contending that it was aimed at preventing harassment to genuine Indian citizens in the name of detection and deportation.

Vatican envoy appeals for peace in NE:

Dibrugarh: On the occasion of the Platinum Jubilee celebration of the Sacred Heart Church, Dibrugarh, Vatican ambassador to India Rev. Pedro Lopez Quintana on May 7 prayed for lasting peace in the world. While leading nearly 20,000 people in a prayer at the Bishop's House, Rev Quintana invoked the blessings of God for establishing peace among all in the world. While calling upon the parents, educators and all elders, the Ambassador stressed that the children and young people be taught tolerance, understanding and respect for every human being. "Educate the younger generations in a climate of true peace. It is their right. It is your duty," he stated.

Centre urged to initiate dialogue with NDFB:

Kokrajhar: The all Boro Peace Forum (ABPF) has urged the Govt of India to initiate the political negotiaton with the leadership of the NDFB. It also urged the government to avoid its lackadaisical attitude towards NDFB issue. The ABPF held a rally in Kokrajhar town along with the rest of the state, demanding talks with the NDFB before the expirty of ceasefire on May 31 and seeking justice in matter of violation of human rights and inhuman killings of NDFB cadres.

OIL exploration in Brahmaputra bed soon:

Guwahati: Oil India Limited (OIL), as part of its ambitious plan in Asom, is going to start hydrocarbon exploration in the Brahmaputra bed in North Bank soon. According to highly-placed sources in the premier oil public sector unit, Duliajan, operational headquarters of Oil, will start exploration in the river bed from the next winter. With the discovery of hydrocarbon reserves at Khagorijan, Baghjan and Chandmari oil fields, OIL is hopeful of getting hydrocarbon reserves in the North Bank of the Brahmaputra. It may be mentioned that OIL CMD Mulkraj Pasrija, in his recent interaction with the media at Duliajan, had revealed that the OIL was giving top priority on exploration of new oil fields.

Goswami grilled on 'secret killings':

Guwahati: Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) president Brindabon Goswami, along with others appeared before the KN Saikia Commission n the 'secret killing' case on May 5. However, the hearing was inconclusive due to shortage of time. According to the sources, Jamini Phukan, counsel of the Commission, interrogated the AGP president on the killings of Rajiv Konwar and Rajesh Misra of Tezpur. Goswami, replying the various questions, said he was not in the Prafulla Kumar Mahanta cabinet during the period when the 'secret killings' took place.

Rally on NDFB talk evokes response:

Guwahati: The All Boro Peace Forum (ABPF)-sponsored peace rally in BTAD area and Sonitpur district demanding early talks on the demands raised by the National Democratic Front of Boroland (NDFB) evoked response with thousands of people from various communities participating it. The ABPF submitted memoranda to Prime Minister and Union home Minister through the deputy commissioners demanding that the Centre would hold talks with the NDFB before the expiry of the ceasefire between the two on May 31.

Will the DGP make an inquiry?
Guwahati: Embezzlement of 'source money' in the State and insurgency often go together and the worst hit in the process is 'peace'. The Government of Asom (Home Department) spends about Rs 10 crore (commonly called as source money) annually for information regarding subversive activities by militants. The scope of embezzlement of 'source money' in the State is high because the fund (Source money) generally does not come under audit or inquiry. If the Chief Minister of a State thinks an inquiry into allegation or allegations of embezzlement of source money is necessary, he can institute a commission for probe and cut the amount of 'source money' if the allegations are proved true. But no chief minister prefers it institute any inquiry into allegations of embezzlement of 'source money' and cut the amount because he or she is afraid of being held responsible in the event of any big subversive activities by militants later, and if the concerned policy officials show lack of 'source money' as the reason behind the 'spurt in insurgency'.

GRP trying to hush up case?

Guwahati: Acting on an FIR lodged by the Indo-Aryan Central Transport Company, Paltan Bazar GRP personnel, with the help of Sipajhar police, recovered stolen MRF tyres worth Rs 50 lakh from the houses of Biren Saharia and Neja Ali of Sipajhar, and arrested the truck driver Indadul Hussain. The recovery of the stolen goods and the arrest of the truck driver by the police is, indeed, laudable, but the police has stopped the investigation of the case, and is trying to hush it up for reasons best known to them.

News on 3rd May '06
Inefficient ASEB comes under attack:

Guwahati: Once again the real image of the ASEB, which has come under a scathing attack for making life miserable in the State, has come to the fore on May 4 when it tried to silence the protest demonstrated against its inefficiency and incompetency. Several student activists were seriously injured when security personnel resorted to a lathi-charge to disperse members of All India Students' Association (AISA) who staged a protest demonstration at the ASEB head office. According to functionaries of the student body, 15 of its members were seriously injured when the security personnel of Bijuli Bhavan lathi-charged the demonstrators protesting against the hike in power tariff and erratic power supply.

Mahajan cremated with state honours:

Guwahati: Thousands of mourners bid a tearful adieu on May 4 to one of the country's promising politicians and BJP's master strategist Pramod Mahajan, who was cremated with full state honours in the presence of a galaxy of dignitaries led by Vice-President Bhairon singh Shekhawat. Slogans such as 'Pramod Mahajan amar Rahe' (Long live Mahajan) and Jab Tak Sooraj Chand Rahega, Mahajan Tera Naam Rahega' rent the air as the mortal remains of the 57-year old 'Gen Next' leader of the Opposition BJP was consigned to flames at the Shivaji Park cremation grounds.

Lachit; Mamoni only coordinator:
Guwahati: A day after mediator Dr Mamoni Raisom Goswami said that there was no hard evidence of Army operations against the ULFA in Asom, the ULFA-nominated PCG member Lachit Bordolio on Apr 30 reacted sharply and said that Dr Goswami is not a part of the talk process. "Dr Goswami is only a coordinator, hence he may not know certain things regarding the process," Bordoloi said. The PCG member, however, refused to comment further in this regard.

AKRUS factions differ on statehood:

Guwahati: The Assam Koch-Rajbongshi Student's Union (Atul) has come down heavily on its rival faction, AKRSU (Biswamohan), for the latter's support to the Greater Kochbehar Association's demand for a separate Koochbehar State for the Koch Rajbongshis. AKRSU(A) president Atul Roy said that the proposed separate Koochbehar State would serve no purpose for the Koch-Rajbongshis since its area excluded Jalpaiguri and Dinajpur of West Bengal and Koch-Rajbonshi dominated districts of Asom. "The separate Koochbehar State will only serve the interest of some vested interest Koch-Rajbonshi leaders," he said, and added: "AKRSU(B) president Biswamohan Roy has brought a bad name. To the AKRSU, a known apolitical organization, by supporting political organization, by supporting political parties in the recently-held election in the State." Atul Roy said that Biswamohan and his men fielded as many as five independent candidates in the recent Assembly election besides openly supporting the AUDF, led by Badruddin Azmal, and the BPPF(R). Atul dared Biswamohan to ensure the win of any of the independent candidates supported by him if he (Biswamohan) had any base in the Koch-Rajbongshi community.

BJP lying low in Govt formation:

Guwahati: Unlike the Congress and the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP), the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is lying low in Asom on the formation of the Government. Though party sources maintain that the recent attempt on the life of party's national general secretary Pramod Mahajan has drawn the attention of the party's Asom leaders away from government formation, other sources said that the party was not interested in government formation in the State since it came to know that the number of seats it would win would be nowhere near the majority.

Tea Welfare Board needs a lease of life:

Guwahati: The employees as well as beneficiaries of the Assam Tea Employees' Welfare board, which has been facing acute cash crunch for years, hope that the new month will give the Board the much-needed fresh lease of life. The employees' association of the Board has been on their 15-days token agitational programme since Apr 27 in protest against, what the employees alleged, irregularities in payment of salary and utter negligence on the part of the authorities towards improving the fiscal health of the Board. Sources in the Association said that the State Government had been neglecting the Board, constituted 46 years ago for the welfare of the tea workers, who continued to b a section to be reckoned with in the State politics.

Oil operations hit in Asom:

Tinsukia: Operations in a couple of oil installations were stopped and in a few others hampered in upper Asom on Apr 30 on the first day of the 72-hour blockade called by as many as four student organizations. According to sources, field operations have been stopped in a couple of installations, including Chabua, by the blockade called by the All Tai Ahom Students' Union, All Assam Moran students' Union, All Assam Mottock Yuba Chantra Sanmilan and the All Assam Sonowal Kachari Students' Union in protest against, what they call, anti-Asom policy of Oil India ltd (OIL), an ISO-14000 company.

Firing was not justified; UG:

Kokrajhar: Rajya Sabha MP Urkho Gwra Brahma and BPPF(R) president Rabiram Narzary on Apr 29 visited Sapatgram and Tipkai to asses the situation after the killing of an NDF member, Dwithun Mashahary of Sagalpena, by the Assam Police at Sapatgram market on Apr 25 last during the 24-hour Asom bandh called by the NDFB in protest against the arrest of eight of its members in Guwahati recently. Lamenting over the killing of the NDFB member, UG Brahma said that the alleged police firing on unarmed NDFB members was quite unfortunate because they were now under a ceasefire agreement and had observed the bandh as a mark of protest democratically. 

News on 2nd May '06
Sarma; AUDF not untouchable:

Guwahati: Rajya Sabha MP Dwijen Sarma has made it clear on May 3 that he is not in the race for the post of Chief Minister, but if the political situation in the State compels the party high command to give him the responsibility of the Chief Minister, he will shoulder it. "I am not in the race for the chief ministerial post, but if the party high command gives me the responsibility, I shall have to shoulder it, he told on May 3. According to him, this time around party MPs from Asom will play a crucial role in the selection of the chief Minister. He MPs, he said, would meet soon after the poll results were out on May 11 to discuss the political situation and probable chief ministerial candidates in the State. "The Chief Minister will be selected by the party high command in consultation with the 'elected' MLAs," he said, adding that the high command was keeping a close watch on the political situation in Asom, including the impact and role of the AUDF.

Airtel assures skilled local youths of jobs:

Guwahati: Bowing to pressure from agitating student body, Airtel body, Airtel authorities have given the assurance that skilled personnel from the State would be absorbed at its offices in the State. A few days back, the Asom Jatiyatabadi Juba Chatra Parishad, city committee, had launched an agitation against the Airtel authorities for not recruiting local boys and girls, which compelled the company to sit in a discussion with the student body. The Airtel authorities had assured the functionaries of the student body that if its technical requirements could be met by the local people, then it would recruit the skilled personnel in phase-wise.

Rs 1,377 cr left in Govt coffer; Himanta:

Guwahati: The new Government in the State will get a Rs 1,377 crore positive cash balance from its predecessor. This is apart from the amount of the Annual Plan money of Rs 3,507 crore. This was informed by State Finance Minister Himanta Biswas Sarma while addressing on May 3. Sarma said that when the Congress came to power in 2001, it had to take the burden of a negative cash balance of Rs 587 crore. But the party faced the challenge with gusto and overcame it with gusto and overcame it with success in its tenure, he added.

AGP fails to wash off hands:

Guwahati: The Asom Gana Parishad (AGP), which claims to have washed off its hands from the 'secret killing' by expelling its founder president and former Chief minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta from the party, has found that the 'secret killing' tag on it has become more murkier than ever before with the United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) openly stating the involvement of as many as seven AGP leaders besides Mahanta in the killings. Since the publication of the ULFA accusation, most of the AGP leaders seem to have been shying away. Those who have been reached are also evasive while airing comments.

Asom medical students join stir:

Guwahati: The students of two medical colleges in Asom on May 2 wore black badges to express solidarity with students across the country on the reservation issue. Gauhati Medical College Hospital Junior Doctors' Association (JDA) general secretary Tanwir Alam said that the students and junior doctors and at the Assam Medical College, Dibrugarh, wore black badges to register their protest on the reservation issue. Work and ongoing examinations in the medical college hospitals were not affected by the protest were not affected by the protest, Alam said. There were, however, no protest rallies taken out or demonstrations held in the medical colleges and other educational institutes on May 2 with classes being held as usual, official sources said.

When boon turns bane for some:

Guwahati: They posses a licence to be part of joy and woes of others, and they have been doing so for more than four decades tirelessly. But the modern technology, coupled with apathy, seems to have foretold a bleak future ahead of them. The Professional Letter Writers (PLWs) of the Postal Department in the precincts of Maghdoot Bhavan are faced with numerous odds, and they are apprehensive of being lost in the oblivion. The reason; spurt in communication technology. "Very few people send letter these days and Money Order has almost become a thing of the past as the people prefer telephone to letter for communicatin," says Rajendra Maharaj, 65, who has been in the job for the last 41 years.

ABPF rally to push NDFB, Govt talks:

Guwahati: the All Bodo Peace Forum (ABPF) has taken up a series of agitational programmes, including a State-wide rally cum demonstration on May 5, to put pressure on the Centre and the state Government for initiation of peace talks with the proscribed National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) at an early date. The forum has termed the State Government's recent suggestion to the NDFB for submitting their charter of demands through the Ceasefire Monitoring Group (CMG) as its 'escapist mindset'.

Malaria alert; Centre's late response to wake up call:

Guwahati: If persistent pressure from the State Government failed to yield any result, the recent alarming outbreak of malaria was seemingly a bit too serious for New Delhi, which has the onus of tackling the menace, to overlook. With the mosquito-born disease claiming 80 lives (official records) so far in the State, the Centre has finally agreed to observe April as anti-malaria month instead of June. The development assumes significance from the fact that the anti-malaria preventives are cent per cent Centrally sponsored schemes. Monsoons arrive in the State early as compared to the rest of the country, and as a result breeding of mosquitoes commence from the months of January and February.

Workless in office:

Guwahati: Elections are over. Official work of the government has virtually come to a halt with a number of ministers, including Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, on sojourns outside the State and abroad. But some of the Chief Minister's advisors are still 'busy'. It is pertinent to note that of the five advisors to the Chief Minister appointed by this government, two - Dr Jayanta Madhav and Debo Kumar Bora - have put down their papers voluntarily. While Bora resigned to "help the Chief Minister during the election", Madhav cited that "practically the tenure of the government which appointed him has terminated, and thus there was no logic behind his staying in the post."

Tea people to project CM candidate:

Guwahati: The tea tribe community in Asom is all set to register its voice on chosing of the next Chief Minister, if the Congress makes it to Dispur again. Besides, the tea lobby of the party has decided to leave no stone unturned to ensure 'sufficient representation' of the community in the ministry. "We are not going to compromise with these issues this time as a sense of deprivation has already made a considerable dent in the support base of the party in the tea belts," the sources from Congress tea lobby said. A section of party leaders has always tried to keep the tea community leaders at bay from the party's helm of affairs in order to 'fulfill their own political interest', alleged the sources.

'NE insurgency on the wane':

Guwahati: Insurgency in the north-eastern part of the country has come down considerably. This was claimed by SC Sarma, IGP, north-east sector of the CRPF. He said that the following the investiture ceremony held in the campus of Group Centre on May 1. As the peace process with the ULFA and the NDFB is on and the problems of the BLT is already over, the militancy in Asom as well as the whole of North-east has come down drastically, he said. However, he said the CRPF is going to set up a special office at Guwahati to control insurgency. Sarma said his force will maintain close cooperation with the Unified Command structure currently engaged in controlling militancy in the State.

News on 1st May '06
Students suspend blockade with a rider:
Dulijan/Tinsukia: The 72-hour OIL blockade called by four influential student organizations was temporarily withdrawn after 31 hours on Apr 30 on the assurance of Oil that tripartite panel, comprising representatives of the student bodies, OIL and the administration, would be constituted to look into the demands of the organizations. The blockade was launched by the All Tai Ahom Students Union, All Assam Mottock Yuba Chatra Sanmilan, All Assam Moran Students' union and All Assam Sonowal Kachari Students' union alleging neglect of the interest of the locals by the oil major, from 6 a.m. on Apr 29 affecting the company's operations severely. The student bodies called off the blockade following a discussion with OIL authorities at the conference hall of the Research and Development Department (OIL) this afternoon.

OIL to invest Rs 1,500 cr:

Duliajan: OIL Chairman-cum-Managing Director, MR Pasrija announced on Apr 29 evening that the company would be investing Rs 1,500 crore - 80 per cent of the returns from the 'Oil Pool" - for further development of the company. The special package would be utilized in exploration and production activities in the north bank and river bed areas of the Brahmaputra and Arunachal Pradesh.

Joblessness more severe in Asom than in B'desh:

Guwahati: Eight per cent of the total population in Asom are unemployed, much higher than that at the national level. Even in Bangladesh, only for percent of the total population of the country are unemployed. The probable solution to this dismal employment scene in the State, according to noted economist Dr Jayanta Madhab lies in, among other things, industrial development, good governance, less or no extortion, less dharnas, congenial atmosphere for industrial development, a major shift in educational policy.

AGP puts its tally at 60:

Guwahati: After its three-day-long marathon analysis of the winning prospects of the party LAC-wise, the Opposition Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) on Apr 30 came out with the claim that it would win at least 60 seats, while the winning chances of the party in 20 other seats were 50:50. The party had contested in 99 seats and gone for seat sharing in the remaining 20 seats with other parties. AGP general secretary Atul Bora and media cell convenor Apurba Kumar Bhattacharya said that the presumption by the political pundits in the State that no party in the State would get clear majority this time around would prove wrong. They claimed that, according to their assessment, the AGP would get clear majority and form the Government. "Since the floating of the party in 1985 to 2001, the AGP won at least once in 81 seats, and the bases of the party in those 81 seats are much stringer now because of the able leadership of Brindabon Goswami. Our slogan on confidence building among various ethnic communities in the State has yielded positive response, and because of that the people voted against the ruling party," they said, and added: "The people of Asom never gave a fractured mandate, and we hope that this time too they have given a clear mandate in favour of the AGP".

Mamoni; Peace talks will continue:

Guwahati: Madiaor of the ULFA-Centre peace process Mamoni Raisom Goswami on Apr 30 said that there has not been much gun-talk after the PCG-Centre talks started in New Delhi. Referring to the PCG statement on Apr 29 wherin it mentioned that it would pull out of the peace talk if the operations against the ULFA cadres continued, Goswami said, "I don't have any kind proof of what the PCG has said." The PCG has threatened to pull out citing the killing of a senior cadre of the ULFA in Tinsukia on Apr 26 and the mysterious disappearance of a ULFA linkman from the Jalukbari police station in Guwahati.

Hazarika released from hospital:

Guwahati: Dr Bhupen Hazarika was released from the GNRC Hospitals on Apr 30 after he was declared fit by the doctors attending to him. It may be mentioned that Dr Hazarika was admitted to the ICU of the Hospital on April 16 night after he suffered a mild cerebral stroke while entertaining the Bihu revelers at the Noomati bihutoli in the city. 
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