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	News on 31st March '06 

TDP, SP for 'big push' to AGP:
Guwahati: Telegu Desam Party (TDP) general secretary Ram Mohan Rao has said that his party and others like Samata Party, National Conference and Shiromani Akali Dal will back Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) in the Assembly polls. Speaking on it on Mar 27, the TDP leader said that not only in Asom but also in all the other states that are going to the polls, the Congress will not be able to come to power. In fact, he said, Congress as a party is no great sake anymore. Commenting on Sonia Gandhi's resignation from the Lok Sabha and the National advisory Council recently, he said that it was nothing but a 'farce'. She resigned fearing getting a notice from the Election Commission (EC) which could have caused her immense damage. "Sonia should have resigned the day Jaya Bachchan was disqualified by the EC," he said.

Rajnath; BJP 3rd alternative:

Guwahati: BJP president Rajnath Singh has on Mar 27 projected his party as the 'third alternative' in the state and claimed that it would manage a big success in the ensuing Assembly election. "The people of Asom, who have had the experience of both the Congress and the AGP rule, are seeking for a third alternative, which only the BJP can provide," the party supremo said on Mar 27 morning before leaving for campaigning for the party at Lakhimpur and Dhakuakhana.

Reject Cong; Sahi Imam:

Guwahati: In what could be termed as a booster for the AUDF but a big blow on the Congress in Asom, Moulana syed ahmed Bukhari, Sahi Imam of Jama Majid, Delhi, on Mar 27 threw his full weight behind the newly-formed AUDF, and appealed to the voters of the state to vote for it. Addressing a press meet in the city on Mar 27, the Imam said: "We see no difference between the Congress has always been using the Muslims as its vote bank, but doing precious little to solve the problems afflicting the community. In the name of secularism, the Congress, both in Asom and at the Centre, is instigating the public for communal flare-ups"

AASU demo against FA Act amendment:

Guwahati: All Assam Students' Union (AASU) activists resorted to stage sit-in demonstrations statewide on Mar 27 in protest against the recent amendment to the Tribunal Order of the Foreigners Act, 1964. All regional AASU units staged demonstrations in their respective districts and subdivisions. In the city, activists of the All Guwahati Students' Union, All Kamrup students' Union and the Guwahati Subdivisional Students' Union staged similar demonstrations at Latasil field. In a statement, AASU president Sankar Prasad Ray and general secretary Tapan Kumar Gogoi said that the Centre was trying to give a protective shield to Bangladeshis in Asom, but the AASU would not allow that.

Morigaon, Bagbor boast of disabled candidates:

Guwahati: Election this time, at least 45 Bagbor LAC, has got an extra dimension with a prominent disabled activists in fray, among others. Sitting Congress legislator Dildar Reja and AGP candidate and former MLA Seikh Abdul Hamid are facing Abdur Rahim Badsha Ahmed, general secretary of the All Assam disabled Persons' Association (AADPA). It may be mentioned that the AADPA, led by Ahmed, had spearheaded a series of movements against the State Government in the recent times demanding job, education and other legitimate rights of the physically challenged people living in the State. The State Government appointed a full-time commissioner for disability a few months back following an agreement signed between the Government and the AADPA. Ahmed has filed his nomination as an AUDF candidate. Interestingly, the AUDF, in a last-minute endeavour, roped in Ahmed - who is also said to be a popular social worker in his home constituency - by changing its original candidate Haidar Ali announced earlier for Bagbor. 

News on 30th March '06
Imam under attack from cleric, Cong:
Guwahati: Delhi Jama Masjid's Shahi Imam Maulana Syed Ahmed Bhukhari on Mar 29 came under sever attack from Anjuman Minhaj-e-Rasool (S) chairman Moulana Syed Athar Hussain Dehlavi for the former's recent comment against the Congress in Asom. He appealed to the voters of the State to vote the Congress in Asom. He appealed to the voters of the State to vote the Congress to power. The Shahi Imam of the Jama Masjid Iman, in a press meet with AUDF president Badruddin Ajmal in the city recently, had appealed to the Muslim voters of asom to reject the Congress and vote for the AUDF.

Star campaigners for AGP arrive on Mar 29:

Guwahati: Telegu Desam Party (TDP) president Chandrababu Naidu, Samajwadi Party leaders Amar Singh and Jaya Bachchan are arriving in Dibrugarh from Kolkata at 10 a.m. on Mar 30 to campaign for the Asom Gana Parishad. Soon after their arrival, they, accompanied by AGP president Brindabon Goswami, will leave for Tinsukia where they will address an election rally of the main Opposition party in the State at 11 a.m., and turn back to Dibrugarh to address another election rally, also of the AGP, at 1 p.m. and then leave for Guwahati at 3.30 p.m. to address yet another rally at Deepak Sangha Field at Silpukhuri at 5.30 p.m. Giving this information, AGP media cell convenor Apurba Kumar Bhattacharya said that on Mar 31, Naidu, Singh and Bachchan would leave for upper Asom again and address rallies at Golaghat, Sivsagar and Chabua and halt the night at Guwahati.

'After Bihar, Cong will be out in Asom':

Guwahati: Stating that the voters of Asom are fed up with the 'misrule of the Congress', BJP national spokeperson Prakash Javedekar on Mar 29 claimed that the Congress will be thrown out of power in Asom. "After the UPA government wrested power at the Centre, Congress has lost elections in Jharkhand, Bihar and Karnataka to the BJP. Now, it is the turn of Asom," Javedekar said. Ridiculing the Congress poll manifesto, he said that the party in power had translated all their failures as promises for Mar 30. "Congress has failed miserably in tackling insurgency, infiltration, implementation of the Assam Accord, border disputes et al," Javedekar alleged.

Sonia arriving on Mar 29:

Guwahati: Congress president Sonia Gandhi is arriving in the State on Mar 30 to campaign for her party. According to the schedule, she would arrive at Silchar in the morning and address a public rally there before leaving for Brahmaputra valley. She is slated to address three other public rallies at Nazira, Tinsukia and Chhyagaon and then leave for New Delhi in the evening. On the other hand, two Union Minister - Priya Ranjan Dashmunshi and Sushil Kumar Sinde - are arriving on Mar 31, the party sources said. It may be mentioned that Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh is also arriving in the State as a star campaigner for the party. According to his revised schedule, Singh would arrive at Guwahati on April 1 and leave for Nalbari where he is to address a public rally. Another rally at Chhaygaon also would be addressed by him in the evening. He will attend two public rallies at Donkamokam of Hamren subdivision and Tezpur the next day and then leave for the national capital, added the sources. Meanwhile, Youth Congress national president Ashok Tanwar, who has arrived on his 3-day Asom visit, said, "The Congress will retain power in the State, as the real face of the AGP and the BJP has been exposed to the people of Asom". 

News on 29th March '06
AGP raps Congress:
Guwahati: Accusing the Congress Government of sheltering extremists, the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) on Mar 28 raked up the February 10 Kakopathar police firing as it launched a fresh set of salvos at the ruling party. "The same government which had gone on record saying that it was the police who fired on protesters at Kakopathar, was now delineating the shooters as extremists," AGP media cell convenor Apruva Kumar Bhattacharyya said.

It's Tulsi's turn now:

Guwahati: After the BJP topguns, it was the turn of small screen actress Smriti Irani, who arrived in the State on Mar 28 afternoon, to bolster the party's campaign in the State. Thousands of supporters rallied behind her from Aathgaon to Bishnupur in the West Guwahati constituency this evening. BJP candidate from West Guwahati Ashok Singhal and party general secretary Pramod Mahajan also took part in the part in the rally. Hitting out at the Congress and AGP, Irani said that both the party's were "anti-people" and "corrupt". People in large numbers thronged both the sides of the streets to have a glimpse of Tulsi, as she is popularly known after her successful venture in the small screen. Addressing a rally, Irani urged the people to vote out the Congress as "it had failed to address to the problems of the people". "The BJP alone is the only capable party to solve the problems of the people of Asom," she said.

Bhubaneswar pips Gogoi in CM race?:

Guwahati: Although the Congress has not yet announced its Chief Ministerial candidate, sources in the AICC revealed that the balance, at least for the present moment of time, tilts towards none other than APCC president Bhubaneswar Kalita. "If everything goes right and the party manages to resume power, then the possibility of Kalita becoming the next Chief Minister is almost certain," the AICC sources said. Interestingly, the home constituency of Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, Titabor, failed to get a place in the ensuing tour itinerary of both Congress president Sonia Gandhi and Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh, who are arriving in the State soon to campaign for the part.

'No response to AASU appeal':

Guwahati: The All Students Union on Mar 28 said that none of the political parties have so far responded to its appeal which urged the latter to make their stand clear on certain 'burning issues' of the State. The AASU leaders, after an executive body meeting on Mar 28 evening, said that the student body will take a decision on this matter in its delegates' meeting scheduled for Mar 29. It may be mentioned that the AASU had recently urged all the political parties in the State to make their stand clear on issues like the problem of illegal migrants, unemployment, floods and erosion, etc. AASU had staged a road blockade in protest against the amendment of the Foreigners (Tribunal) Order under the Foreigners Act 1964 recently. 

News on 28th March '06
Majuli poised for 3 - cornered contest:
Jorhat: Electioneering in Majuli has remained a low-key affair despite the fact that polling is barely one week away. Except for the candidates contesting the seat and their supporters, the islanders have been indifferent to the campaigning which has not reached any feverish pitch so far. The common voters have remained mute spectator to the drama unfolding in the ranks of the principal parties - the Congress and the Asom Gana Parishad - which are in the fray following spates of dissidence.

Modi; Only BJP can stop influx:

Tinsukia: When BJP stalwarts, including president Rajnath Singh, general secretary Pramond Mahajan, actress Hema Malini, were bucking the party campaign in other corners of the State, Gujarat chief Minister Narendra Modi was enumerating the failures of the Centre and the state Government at an election rally in Tinsukia on Mar 27. Foreseeing a change of guar in Dispur in the coming elections, Modi, addressing a mammoth rally in Tamulbari for party candidate S Dubey, said that the abiding feud between the Left and the Congress at the Centre was nothing but a gimmick to throw dust in the eyes of the people.

Gogoi in Bokakhat, talks dev:

Bokakhat: Exuding confidence that the Congress would form the next government in the State with absolute majority, chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Mar 26 described both the BJP and the AGP as "opportunists" and "anti-poor". Addressing an election rally at Bokakhat, Gogoi lauded the achievements of the Congress Government during the last five years.

Students' body to maintain strict vigil on parties:

Tinsukia: Tinsukia district, situated in the easternmost party of Asom with a population of more than 11,50,000, is gearing up for the Assembly Elections in the State. But the people are still undecided as to behind which candidate or party they should throw their weight. The people of various areas of the district allege that over the years, the successive Governments have done little for the uplift of the people as well as the district.

Pranab; Minorities safe at Cong hands:

Hojai: Defence Minister Pranab Mukherjee on Mar 25 allayed any fear among the minority community following the scrapping of the IM (DT) Act saying that they were safe in the hands of the Congress. Addressing a party rally here, Mukherjee said that it had been proved time and again that it was only the Congress which had always stood by the side of the minority community. "It is the Congress alone that has provided good governance and improved its economy," he said.

Ind candidate shot at, unhurt:

Kokrajhar: Unidentified gunmen shot at an independent candidate for the ensuing Assam Assembly election at Gossaigaon, but he escaped unhurt. According to police, about five unidentified gunmen broke the door of the house and shot at Hopha Doren, independent candidate from the Gossaigaon Assembly constituency last night. The shots missed the target. 

News on 27th March '06
'Asom no dharamsala for B'deshi:

Guwahati: BJP general secretary and party's Asom election in-charge Pramod Mahajan on Mar 26 claimed that his party would win ten of the 15 LACs in the Barak Valley and get majority in the Brahmaputra Valley. He further said that in the city, the party would wrest three of the constituencies. Addressing an election meeting of the party at Lokhra under Guwahati West LAC, Mahajan said: "This time around, the Congress will bite the dust in Asom and Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi will not be able to save the party from the defeat. The BJP is not a communal party as is being branded by the Congress for the political gain. Had the BJP a communal party, it would not have made Abdul Kalam the President of India." He, however, said: "India is not a dharamsala for foreigners who have entered the nation illegally. The Bangladeshis will have to leave Asom."

Sushma bucks BJP campaign:

Guwahati: In her stepped-up campaign to translate the "negative wave" against the Congress Government in the state into a "positive wave" for the BJP, former Union Minister and Rajya Sabha member Sushma Swaraj on Mar 26 asserted that the BJP would play a pivotal role in the formation of the next government. Wining up her three-day visit to the State, Swaraj told that in the last couple of days, she had witnessed "a positive atmosphere in favour of the BJP and it appears that the wave would sweep the State very soon.

Straight fight on cards in Jalukbari:

Guwahati: Nothwithstanding the anti-incumbency factor, Congress strongman Himanta Biswa Sarma and AGP candidate Pushpa Deka are set for a straight fight in the prestigious 48 Jalukbari constituency. With just a week left before the State to go to the first phase of polls on April 3. In fray with Sarma and Deka are AGP(P)'s Manju Saikia, BJP's Jayanta Das, AUDF,s Bapukan Ali and independent candidate Phukan Chandra Boro. Even though both Saikia and Das have vote pockets scattered in the Lac, the direct fight is likely to be between the Congress and the AGP.

AKRSU(B) hits Atul roadblock:

Guwahati: The All Koch-Rajbongshi Students' Union (Atul Ray) group has expelled three of its leaders - Chaprakota regional unit general secretary Subash brahma, Bongaigaon district organizational secretary Tarun Ray and Salbari regional unit president Jayanta Baruah - for going against the apolitical stance of the student union.

Cong expels 13, including MLA:

Guwahati: In an apparent bid to crack the whip on dissidence brewing within the part, the Congress on Mar 26 expelled as many as thirteen members who, after failing to make it to the list of nominees, filed their nominations either as independents or with tickets from other parties.

Violence over gunda tax in city:

Guwahati: Tension prevails in the Machkhowa market in the city following violence between traders and a group of youths over excessive charging of parking fees and gunda tax from the vegetable vendors on Mar 26 injuring three persons, two of them seriously. According the eye-witnesses, the youths demanded Rs 10 as parking fees against Rs 5 fixed by GMC in the HB Road and that too without receipts. When two truckers - Kushal Kumar Das and Biren Das - refused to pay the money, the youths reportedly manhandled them. Another person was also injured in the scuffle. Vegetable vendors in the TR Phookan Road alleged that the group had also been collecting exorbitant amounts from them on the pretext of "tax". Interestingly, some private parties collect the taxes on behalf of the GMC from the Machkhowa market, whereas in the other areas, they are collected by GMC workers.

Centre says many, State contradicts, Gogoi in a fix:

Guwahati: Given the option, whom should one believe - the Centre or the State government? A tricky question this, considering the disparity in the figures provided by both in relation to the number f illegal migrants deported from Asom. Analyse this Union Minister of State Home S Raghupathy, in an answer to a query in Parliamentary recently, had informed that the number of illegal migrants deported from Asom I 2003 was 18,801 and it stood at a whopping 38,005 in 2004. The Asom Assembly record, on the other hand, states that from 1985 to 2001, the number of illegal migrants deported was only 1,506 and the figure had been 2,010 between 2001 and 2003. Now, if one were to consider the State Assembly ratio and arbitrarily put a figure, say 2,000, as the number of illegal migrants deported from 2004 till date, the total figure might have stood at an approximate 6,000. The irony of the fact is that even then the figure does not reach the 18,801 mark which was put up the Union Minister for the year 2003.

Gogoi to move EC against Venkaiah Naidu:

Guwahati: Asom Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Mar 25 said that the he would move the Election Commission against former BJP president M Venkaiah Nadiu for, what he charged, creating the minority and majority divide in Asom so as to derive political mileage out of it. The former BJP president said in Dibrugarh on Mar 24 that at present Muslim population in Asom was over 30 and if infiltration from Bangladesh was allowed to continue at the current rate it would be over 50 percent in the next Assembly election, and the day was not too far that the people of the State would see a Bangladeshi as the Chief Minister.

BJP ahead of others in star campaigning:

Guwahati: It's about glamour, glitter, fireband leaders and three helicopters. The Bharatiya janata Party (BJP) is leaving no stone unturned to woo the state's voters this time. It is the only party till date to have used three helicopters to ferry their star campaigners to and fro. While the party's leading orator Sushma Swaraj has left the public spellbound with her rhetoric wherever she has been to since on Mar 24, dreamgirl Hema Malini will descend on the star-struck voters of Thowara and Narayanpur LACs on Mar 25. Swaraj will be visiting Digboi, Sonari and Moranhat in order to pep up the party workers and convince the common man in favour of BJP. Another party MP, Jewel Oram who was a minister in the NDA government, is hop ship and jumping from Dergaon to Khumtai to Sarupathar to bokakhat while filing this report.

Non-Bodo voters hold key in BTAD:

Guwahati: Non-Bodo voters may hold the key in the BTAD area in the ensuing Assemble election as the Bodo votes in the Bodo politico-administrative area are on the verge of division since the two BPPF factions, one led by BTC chief Hagrama Mohilary and the other by former ABSU president Rabiram Narzary, are almost equally poised. Each of the BPPF factions has fielded strong candidates, including sitting MLAs. On the 18 candidates in the Hagrama faction, five are sitting MLAs. They are Pramila Rani Brahma (East Kokrajhar), Bishwajit Daimary (Udalguri) and Karendra Basumatary (Majbat). The Rabiram faction is also not lagging behind. Of its 11 candidates, five - Tikendra Basumatary (Gossaigaon), Hemendra Nath Brahma (West Kokrajhar), Romiya Brahma (Bijini), Tijendra Basumatary (Chapaguri) and Nathuram Boro (Kalaigaon) - are sitting MLAs.

Arun Sarama received Assam Valley Award:

Guwahati: Arun Sarma, author of the Sahitya Akademi Award winning novel Ashirbadar Rang on Mar 25 received the 16th Assam valley Literary award from eminent poet, novelist, playwright and film director Dr Chandrasekhar B Kambar at a function held at Pragjoti ITA Centre for Performing Arts. The award carries a citation, Rs 2 lakh and a trophy.

News on 26th March '06
Make stand clear on all issues, parties told; AASU to hit streets against Tribunal amendment:
Guwahati: The All Assam Students' Union (ASSU) has announced an agitational programme in protest against the amendment of the Tribunal (Order) of 1964 under the Foreigners Act. As part of its two-day programme, the students' body and the Asom Unnati Sabha throughout the State would stage a railway-line blockade on March 25 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and hold demonstrations at public places on Mar 27 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. This was stated by AASU president Sankar Prasad Rai at a press meet held at the Swahid Nyas Bhawan on Mar 23. the AASU also appealed to all the political parties to make their stand clear on the burning issues of the state like the Assam Accord implementation, issues related to floods, erosion caused by the Brahmaputra, education and cultural, employment of the youth, rights of the indigenous people on land, secret killings, solution to the insurgency problem through talks et al.

Will Brindabon make up his mind? Goswami makes a volte-face, to file papers:

Guwahati: It was at 3 p.m. on Mar 22, AGP president Brindabon Goswami made it public that he was not keen to fight the Assembly election this time service available for party candidates. At 10 a.m. on March 23, he made a volte-face by announcing that he would fight the Assembly election, and was going to file his nomination papers on Mar 25. The media, on the other hand, is still on wait to hear what AGP's projected chief ministerial candidate will say on Mar 25, the last day filing of nomination papers. Goswami is going to fight the election from Tezpur and Brosola constituencies.

AGP focus on influx, terror:

Guwahati: The Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) has set building a mentally, materially and spiritually stronger Asom by putting an end to Centre's discrimination and neglect towards the State as its goal. In its election manifesto released on Mar 23, the party has identified issues like unemployment, infiltration, insurgency, security, floods, corruption and erosion as burning problems plaguing the State.

BJP promises o deport infiltrators:

Guwahati: Making a scathing attack on both the AGP and the Congress for 'failing to solve the problem of illegal infiltration of Bangladeshis' into the State, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), in its election manifesto on Mar 23, promised to solve the problem, if voted to power. Releasing the 16-page manifesto BJP State president Indramioni Bora said, "Our party will give a stable, clean, transparent and able government in the State." Assuring special focus on the infiltration problem, the party has promised to detect the illegal infiltrator and delete their names from the voters' list prohibit property dealings between foreigners and Indian citizens, put an end to Congress' initiative to form an alternative law to the now defunct IM (DT), proper reform in the National Register of Citizens (NRC), creation of a new National Register of Villages to be sure about the citizenship of villagers of 3,269 villages, photo identity cards for all genuine citizens etc.

ASDC leaders rap Holiram:

Guwahati: Prominent ASDC leaders Dharam Sing Teron and Jotson Bey disassociated themselves from Holiram Terang in protest against, what they alleged, ASDC president's 'auitocratic' way of functioning. Both Dharam Singh and Jotson will now contest the Assembly election as independent candidates against ASDC candidates, some of whom, according them, had been given tickets by Holiram without taking the central committee of the party into confidence.

News on 25th March '06
538 papers filed; more forces soon:
Guwahati: The State Government had already asked the BTC authorities to categorize the cases against former BLT leaders and cadres as 'serious' and 'less serious,' highly-placed sources in the state Government said. According to sources, altogether 125 cases against former BLT cadres were pending, while about 200 cases against them were withdrawn following a decision taken by the high-power committee formed in accordance with the Bodo Accord. The former BLT leaders had moved the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) recently with the demand that the pending case against them should not be reopened, failing which, they warned, serious law and order problem might erupt in the BTAD area in the coming Assembly election.

CPI(M) reiterates demand to disarm ultras in KA:

Guwahati: The CPI (ML) Liberation leader Jayanta Rongpi has on Mar 24 reiterated his demand for disarming of the militants who are under the ceasefire agreement at least for the period of the Assembly election. Besides, he said the authorities should ensure that the militants would stay within their respective designated camps for the sake of a free and fair poll.

Antuley; One yardstick for majority, minority:

Guwahati: Although he is the Union Minister for Minority Affairs, Abdul Rahman Antuley has advocated for the 'same yardstick' for both the majority and minority communities in the country. The Union Minister, who is currently in Asom campaigning for the Congress, was talking to the press at Rajib Bhawan on Mar 24 evening. "The practice of talking about minority and majority as two separate groups should go forever," he said. According to him, the interests of the minorities should be looked after only if they do not clash with the national interest. "The nation should come first," he added.

Rebel candidates first roadblock for AGP:

Guwahati: For the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP), the 2006 Assembly election is something like shadow-boxing since in most of the LACs the party will have to fight its own partymen (originally) - be them the candidates who have been fielded by the AGP(P) led by former Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta or the rebel AGP leaders who have filed their nominations as independent candidates - besides tackling the Congress and BJP candidates.

Five killed in Volvo-truck collision:

Guwahati: at least five persons died and 15 others were injured when a Guwahati-bound Volvo night bus collided with a truck at Nazirakhat under Sonapur PS in the wee hours on Mar 24. While the driver of the bus (No AS-O-1-O-5585) was arrested by the police, the truck driver is still absconding. The dead have been identified as Anirudha Paul (40) of Agartala, bolin Baraua (45) of Nirmali Gaon, Dibrugarh, Himangshu Shah (45) of Thane, Maharashtra, Dilip Adhikari (40) 24 Pargoan, West Bengal and Shankar Paul. On the other hand, some of the injured who have been admitted to various hospitals in the city are Shantanu Bhattacharya (Chiring Chapori, Dibrugarh), Bimala Devi Kanoi (New Market, Dibrugarh), Nripen Choudury (Silpukhui, Guwahati), Subhash Duara (Amolapatty, Dibrugarh), Shankar Agarwalla (AT Road, Dibrugarh). 

News on 24th March '06
I want to work for party candidates full time, says Goswami; Brindabon opts out of poll battle:
Guwahati: Barely 48 hours before the filing of nominations for the second phase of Asom Assembly election to close, and just a day before the release of the party's election manifesto, Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) presidet Brindabon Goswami on Mar 22 stunned the party leaders, cadres and the voters as well by announcing that he was not keen to fight the election this time around. He was supposed to file nomination papers from Tezpur and Belsor LAC. Talking to newsmen in the city on Mar 22, Goswami said: "I have decided not to fight the assembly election so that I can work for other candidates of the party. If I fight the election from Tezpur and Belsore LAC, I shall be too busy in my constituencies and get little time to serve my party candidates. I have taken my decision, and now I seek the approval of the party to it.

Demographic invasion stares at Asom; Naidu:

Guwahati: Former BJP president M venkaiah Naidu on Mar 22 said that the Congress would be defeated in the Assembly polls in Asom, Kerala and Pondichery, and that would certainly put a question mark on the Centre. Naidu is in a three-day visit to the State after his visit to Keral and Pondichery. The senior BJP leader said: "It is a great opportunity for the people of Asom to defeat the Congress, which has been playing with the serious and sensational issue of infiltration for the shake of their vote bank. For about 25 years, just for votes, the Congress has been systematically shielding infiltrators from Bangladesh, and enrolling them in the voters' list," he alleged.

SP releases poll manifesto:

Guwahati: The Samajwadi Party, which has fielded seven candidates for the ensuing Assembly election, on Mar 22 released its election manifesto. Releasing the 12-page manifesto, party secretary general Syed gulam Akbar sad that the party would lay stress on early solution to the ULFA problem, tackling unemployment, developing agriculture and land reforms, bringing reforms in education, women and labour rights, security to minorities, boosting transport and communication, special status for Asom and solution to floods.

Agricultural tops NCP manifesto:

Guwahati: NCP State president Prabin Sarma, in presence of senior party leader Purno A Sangma, on Mar 22 released the party's election manifesto for the forthcoming Assembly election. The party, in its 32-page manifesto, has given special emphasis on agricultural development as it has pointed out that the 50 percent of Asom economy depends on agricultural.

ATTSA spanner on poll campaign:

Jorhat: The influential Assam Tea Tribes Students' Association has asked the political parties to refrain from campaigning for the forthcoming Assembly polls in the tea tribe-dominated areas after dusk. An ATTSA spokesperson reiterated that the student body would not take part in electioneering activities in favour of any party candidate. This is sure to cause some difficulties for the political parties, including the ruling Congress, out to woo the tea tribe voters who constitute the deciding factor in several constitute the deciding factor in several constituencies within the State.

Security arrangement in full swing for Polls in Nalbari district:

Nalbari: After the declaration of the final schedule for the State Assembly election which will be held in two phases on April 3 and 10 next, the Nalbari district administration headed by Ahmed Hussain, the DC, Nalbari as well as the district election officer has geared up its poll arrangements so that ensuing election to be held at undivided Nalbari district could be fair and free, a report available stated. Most of the preliminary works have almost been completed in order to conduct the entire poll process smoothly and peacefully, the reports also added. 

News on 23rd March '06
BJP moves SC on Tribunal amendment; Advani; Amendment virtually revived IM (DT) Act:
Guwahati: In a significant development, the Bharatiya Janata party (BJP) on Mar 21 moved the Supreme Court challenging the amendment of the Foreigners (Tribunal) Order, 1964. This was informed by former BJP president and Opposition leader in the lok Sabha Lal Krishna Advani while talking to the press on Mar 21 afternoon. "BJP legislative party leader Bimalangshu Roy and State vice president Dhruba Bimalangshu Roy and state vice president chruba Prasad Baishya, along with two others, filed a write petition in the apex court challenging the amendment brought about by the UPA Government at the Centres," he said. The veteran BJP leader has made it clear that his party will campaign in Asom with the burning issue of infiltration.

We'll solve ULFA problem; Congress:

Guwahati: The Congress has given top priority on solution to the insurgency problem in the State, checking infiltration, implementation of the Assam Accord and employment generation in its manifesto for the Asom Assembly election which has been release on Mar 21 by Assam Pradesh Congress Committee president Bhubaneswar Kalita in presence of Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi and party's Asom poll in-charge Digvijay Singh. The party has also committed itself to development of agriculture and farmers, arrest recurring floods and erosion, checking price rise, providing a clean and transparent administration, eradication of poverty and social welfare, health for all, welfare schemes for aged and senior citizens.

ASDC split official now:

Guwahati: Split of the ASDC has become formal with the decision of the group led by Jotson Bey to field candidates against Holiram Terang in Baithalangshu, Sarsing Teran in Diphu and Chomang kro in Howraghat. The group has decided to field Jotson Bey in Baithalangshu, Dharamsing Teron in Diphu and Santo Raongpi in Howraghat. ASDC spokeman Elwin Teron said that ASDC members and supporters were against the candidatures of Chomang Kro (Howraghat), Dr Sarsing Terang (Diphu), Holiram Terang (Baithalangshu), Jagat Sing Ingti (Bokajan) and Prakanta Warisa (Haflong) since, according to them, their tickets were given violating the ASDC central committee. This apart, Elwin said, Holiram had assured the irked ASDC members on Mar 18 that he would review the party's Assembly poll tickets on March 19, but he failed to keep the assurance.

Resignation by 18 AGP units:

Guwahati: Disgruntled AGP leader and former Barama MLA Rekharani Das Boro on Mar 21 said that as many as 18 regional units of the party in Barama constituency had resigned en masse on Mar 20 protesting the denial of the party ticket to her from the LAC. While the AGP to brass met tonight to finalize the party nominees for Dudhnoi, East Goalpara, Patacharkuchi, Majbat and Batodrowa LACs, supporters of Rekharani vandalized the Barama party office on Mar 20.

EC to parties; Avoid plastic, polythene:

Guwahati: In a gesture which attaches importance to environmental consciousness, the Election Commission (EC) has suggested to all the political parties in the State to avoid the usage of plastic and polythene for posters, banners and other campaigning materials. The three election commissioners, CEC BB Tandon, Ecs Navin Chawla and I Gopalaswami are arriving in the State on Mar 20 to asses the poll scenario.

News on 22nd March '06
Pluses for Cong in Jorhat, AGP in Dergaon:
Jorhat: The ruling Congress has received a shot in the arm in the prestigious Jorhat Legislative Assembly Constituency ahead of the polls, slated for April 3. As many as two ward commissioners belonging to the opposition Asom Gana Parishad and the bharatiya Janata party joined its ranks along with their supporters in the course of the last three days. This is sure to strengthen the position of the Congress nominee Rana Goswami who takes on AGP general secretary and sitting MLA Hitendra Nath Goswami seeking re-election for the forth time in a row. The Jorhat constituency has been a bastion of the regional party since 1985. As many as five candidates are in the fray for the seat this time.

Nagen Dutta passes away:

Jorhat: A physician by profession and a writer of children's literature, Nagen Dutta, popularly known as 'ND Khura", passes away at the Jorhat Civil hospital in the wee hours on Mar 21. He was 81. A resident of Karanga, Dutta is survived by his wife and adopted daughter. Born on September 7, 1925, Dutta passed his I.Sc. examination from Cotton College in 1945. He obtained his MBBS degree from the Assam Medical College in 1954 and worked as a physician in the tea garden areas for a decade. Dutta had been a government doctor for long 27 years before his retirement as the Chief Medical Officer of Jorhat. He was honoured as the 'Doctor of Millennium 2000' by the Delhi-based Association of Medical science for his service in the rural areas. For his writings in the popular children's magazine Mouchaq since 1985, Dutta came to be known as ND Khura. He penned 80 plays and several books on health, medicine, religion and spiritualism. Dutta also author 17 books for children including Akanir Tinita Sapon and ND Khurar Samidhan. He won a national award for children's literature and the Premadhar Merorial Award instituted by the Axom Xahitya Xabha. Dutta was the founder president of the Jorhat district Xahitya Xabha.

Influx; Yes, it's a major problem admits Digvijay:
Guwahati: AICC general secretary Digvijay Singh has admitted that illegal migration has always been a major issue in the State. Talking to the press at the Rajib Bhawan on Mar 20 afternoon, he however, said that other States including West Bengal are also suffering from the problem. Later, during an informal chat with newsmen, the Congress leader who is also the party in-charge for the election, agreed to the idea of imposing an Act similar to that which is in force in the United States ensuring punishment to those who provide employment to illegal migrants. "A similar law can be imposed," he said.

AGP still a restive house:

Guwahati: A last ditch effort by the AGP leadership to make independent candidate from East Guwahati constituency Biraj Sarma withdraw his nomination failed to make any headway with the latter remaining adamant in his decision. Flanked by general secretaries Chandramohan Patwary and Phanibhusan Choudhury, AGP president Brindrabon Goswami parleyed with the two-time minister at the latter's Silpukhuri residence for over two hours but could not break the ice.

AGP(P) release manifesto, flays AGP:

Guwahati: AGP(P) president Prafulla Kumar Mahanta released the manifesto for the forthcoming election at the party office on Mar 20. The 8-page manifesto, before going on to narrate the objectives of the party, took a dig at Brindabon Goswami and company by saying that a section in the AGP had spoilt the ethics of regionalism as it did not give importance to people of caliber and quality. The section has made the baseof regionalism feeble and apparently caused it to dwindle and fall.

Look, there's a ticket thief out there!

Guwahati: Heard of a ticket thief? There is one out there in the AGP camp. In the first ever incident of its kind in the State's poll history, a disgruntled AGP ticket-aspirant from North Karimganj, Nazrul Islam Choudhury, was caught on the wrong foot when he filed his nomination producing 'pilfered' party forms - which authorizes him as a nominee of the party.

Bhrigu Phukan no more:

Guwahati: Former general secretary of All Assam Students' Union (AASU), founder general secretary of Asom Gana Parishad and former Asom Home Minister Bhrigu Kumar Phukan breathed his last at the All India Institute of Medical Science (AIIMS), New Delhi around 8.27 p.m. on Mar 20. He was 50 and suffering from liver ailments and high jaundice. A pioneer of six-year-long Asom movement (June 8, 1979-August 15, 1985), Phukan had carved a coveted and unique station in the contemporary history of the State leading a matchless brigade of young souls which symbolized the historic spirit of fight-back. Taking up the cudgels in the movement against influx of illegal foreigners, the AASU under the secretaryship of Phukan successfully proected this hydra-headed problem in all its monstrosity. He did his home-work well, and his search light of analytical study and cogent remedial measures had brought relief, in clear terms, to the demographic distortion of Asom. Amid heart-burning events and cruel chronology, the efforts of this brave-heart had clearly heralded a new epoch, bringing hopeful signs between the credibility of promises and their viable translation into solid reality. Under him, the AASU became a catch phrase in the world political.

Campaign in Howraghat LAC gearing up:

Howraghat: Along with the rest of the State, in Karbi Anglong also campaigning by the various political parties is gearing up after the list of candidates has been announced for next month's State Assembly election. It is worthwhile to mention that the 18 Howraghat Scheduled Tribe Legislative Assembly constituency seat is likely to emerge as the centre of attraction for all the political parties, especially for the Congress as the CEM, KAAC, Khorsing Engti is entering the fray for this seat. According to the political analysts, this time Khorsing Engti will have to face stiff competition with the entry of a few new faces in the race.

ATTSA enunciates conditions for supporting candidates:

Tinsukia: Candidates suitability, support for the demands of ATTSA (All Assam Tea Tribe Students Union) and an agreement with it to fulfil its demands are the conditions set by the organization to offer support to a political party or to a candidate in the coming Assembly elections. This was started by ATTSA, a non-political organization, at a press meet held at Tinsukia Press Club on March 8. 

News on 21st March '06
Gogoi raps CPI, AGP on 'secret killings':
Sivasagari: Asom Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi kicked off Congress' election campaign in the State on Mar 19 by addressing two rallies, one at Nazira and the other at Sivasagar. Addressing the meetings, Gogoi lambasted the AGP, the BJP and the CPI, and termed them as opportunists without having any clear-cut plan, programme and ideology. "The Prafulla Kumar Mahanta-led Government in the State and the BJP-led NDA Government at the Centre signed the MoU banning appointments in the state, and Promode Gogoi, who was a minister of the Mahanya Cabinet, did not utter a single word opposing the MoU," Gogoi said, and added: "Now Brindabon Goswami and Promode Gogoi are critical of Prafulla Kumar Mahanta for engineering the 'secret killings' but they kept silent when hey were in the Ministry. Promode Gogoi and Brindabon Goswami are as guilty as Mahanta insofar as the 'secret killings' are concerned."

Dissidence may cripple AGP in Lahoal:

Dibrugarh: The AGP top brass is facing a tough time due to cropping up of strong dissidence in Lahoal LAC because of the nomination of Teres Gowala, the former general secretary of the Assam Tea Tribes Students' Association (ATTSA), as the official candidate of the party in the forthcoming Assembly election.

No direct candidates from All Bodo Students' Union , says R Narzary:

Kokrajhar: ABSU president R Narzary on Mar 17 said that there would be no direct candidate from ABSU in the forthcoming Asom Assembly election but the ABSU would support the candidates and parties having allegiance to the ABSU's principle of struggle for e Bodos and commitment to work for the fulfillment of the 26 charter of demands made by the ABSU.

Gogoi says no rift, ATTSA contradicts:

Jorhat: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi has denied that there is any rift between the Congress and the influential Assam Tea Tribes Students' Association (ATTSA), on an "electoral understanding" for the forthcoming Assembly elections. The Chief Minister old reporters on Mar 18 that the tea community would stand behind his party at the time of polling. However, ATTSA president Prahlad Gowala that the student body did not have any pre-poll understanding with any political party. When asked to comment on the fielding o former ATTSA president Durga Bhumij by the Congress at Doomdooma, Gowala said that it did not mean anything in terms of an "Understanding on seat sharing" with the ruling part.

Shraddha of Kakopathar victims:

Tinsukia: The adya shraddha of the nine innocent victims of the gruesome Kakopahar killings will beheld at the Dirak Chariali public playground on Mar 19. The public ceremony will include shahid tarpan at 8 p.m., a prayer meet at 9 a.m. and a memorial meet at 11 a.m. People from various walks of life, including leading citizens of the State, intellectuals, journalists, artists and human rights activists will participate in the public ceremony. It may be mentioned that nine villagers of the Kakopathar area were killed in police firing on Feb 10 while they were protesting against the killing of one Ajit Mahanta who was killed by the Army.

Digvijay, Raji Bhavan come under attack:

Guwahati: Head offices and leaders of almost all the most political parties in the State continue to be at the receiving end from none other than their own party workers who are supporters of some aspiring candidates who failed to get party tickets. After the AGP, which witnessed repeated gherao of its head office in the city by its workers, and the BJP, which saw an attack on its North-east in-charge V Satish by party workers, on Mar 18 was turn of the Congress to 'face the music'. The Congress leader who had to face the wrath of an aggrieved ticket aspirant and his supporters was AICC's Asom in-charge Digvijay Singh who was gheraoed by over 1,000 supporters of Goalpara West ticket aspirant Sheikh Shah Alam at the Gopinath Bordoloi International Airport on Mar 18. After he alighted from his flight, Digvijay also witnessed a dharna staged by Gauhati University NSUI unit demanding the announcement of Congress' Tezpur candidate soon.

Land reforms key CPI (M) agenda:

Guwahati: In a scathing attack on the 'anti-farmer economic policies' of the government, the CPI(M) on Mar 18 announced that it would stress on land, food and employment security f the weaker sections. Releasing the party election manifesto, State CPI(M) secretary Uddhab Barman on Mar 18 said that his party would take a strong stand against globalization and privatization as well as work for a free and fair governance. "We will stress on massive land reforms, offering patta to farmers and encourage more government investment in the agricultural sector," Barman announced.

Heavyweight defectors may keep AGP at bay:

Guwahati: With veteran Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) leaders like Biraj Kumar Sarma and Moidul Islam Bora filing their nominations for the Assembly election in the State as independent candidates, and Rekharani Das Boro likely to follow the suit, party presiden Brindabon Goswami, who is currently in New Delhi, is ready to request them to withdraw their candidatures from the fray so as to help party candidates win.

Mahanta holds rally in Kaliabor:

Guwahati: After a gap of several years, former chief minister and AGP (P) president Prafulla Kumar Mahanta addressed a political rally at Hatiyekhow Pathar at Kaliabor on Mar 18. Flaying the Congress for its 'corruption' Mahanta said that his party would stress on the development, peace and prosperity of the State if his party was voted to power.

27nomination paper rejected:

Guwahati: After scrutiny, election officials on Mar 18 rejected 27 nomination papers till the filing of this report. The scrutiny may continue till last night. The LAC-wise numbers of rejected nominations are- one in Patharkandi, two in Karimganj, two in Sonai, one in Dholai, two in Udarbond one in Chhaygaon, three in Dispur, three in Jamunamukh, one in Majuli, one in Tinsukia, one in Chabua, one in Tingkhong, two in Duliajan, one in Sonari, one in Dibrugarh, one in Lahoal and two in Digboi. The rejected candidates in Kamrup and Kamrup (Metro) districts are - Matiur Rahmam of Nababharat Nirman Party of 49 Chaygaon LAC, Bishnu Prashad Sarma (Independent), Bolen Boro, AGP (P), Ambu Bora, RCPI(RB) of 52 Dispur and Rama Kant Sinha (RJD) of 54 West Guwahati. 

News on 20th March '06
We'll make it to Dispur; AGP:
Guwahati: The Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) started its campaign for the first phase of polls with a massive rally at Polasbari on Mar 19, and sent the message to the voters of the LAC that the win of the regional party was certain. "There is no force in the State which can resist the AGP from making it to Dispur this time around," is what a confident Brindabon Goswami told the over 30,000 strong gathering at the Polasbari RB HS School playground. He assured the voters of Polasbari of drawing developmental plans from rural Asom instead of doing so by sitting tied at Dispur if the AGP was voted to power. "Our thrust will be on developing the greater Assamese society. When I was the Education Minister, Jatin Mali was the Minister of State for Education, and we are proud of having the distinction of being 'corruption-free' ministers," he said, and added: "The headline of one of the highest circulated newspapers of that time distinguished me and Jatin Mali for being free from corruption. We are proud of that."

Youngest in fray with NCP and BJP titans:

Guwahati: The Mariani constituency of Jorhat district is braced for an interesting contest with the Congress fielding the youngest candidate in the State against the State general secretaries of the NCP and the BJP. The battle in the Lac, which, till the declaration of the Congress list, was evenly poised between incumbent Alok Ghosh (NCP) and the BJP's Palit Bora, has apparently turned into a three-cornered contest.

Digvijay tough on 'dissidents':

Guwahati: Taking a tough stand on the revolt allegedly instigated by party aspirants who were denied the party tickets, AICC general secretary and party's Asom in-charge Digvijay Singh on Mar 19 said that the dissidents were in for disciplinary action. "If necessary, the rebels may be expelled," Singh cautioned them while taking to mediapersons at Rajib Bhavan on Mar 19.

KA BJP unit quits en masse:

Guwahati: Thousands of BJP workers of Karbi Anglong district resigned en masse from the party in protest against the party's alleged 'neglect to Christian aspirants' during selection of poll candidates. They have already contacted the NCP leadership and expressed their willingness to join the party.

We will maintain equidistance from political parties; ULFA:

Guwahati: Breaking its silence over Assembly election in the State, the United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) on Mar 19 ridiculed the election politics and cautioned all political parties in the State against using the name 'ULFA' to reap the benefit. In a statement mailed to the media on Mar 19, ULFA president Arabinda Rajkhowa said that all the political parties in the State were campaigning with the false promise of solving the 'ULFA problem'. Even Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi is indulging in false campaign using the name, ULFA," he said, and added that the ULFA would not maintain relations with any political parties in the State.

Gogoi files nomination; AASU demo on sidelines:

Jorhat: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Mar 17 filed his nomination papers as the Congress candidates from No. 100 Titabor Legislative Assembly Constituency in Jorhat district. Gogoi was accompanied by his wife Dolly Gogoi and brother Dip Gogoi, MP. The Returning Officer for the constituency told that the nomination process, which ended on Mar 17, went off without any hitch. However, activities of the influential All Assam Students' Union staged a demonstration at Titabor on the sidelines of the last day of filling nominations in protest against the "lack of development" in the protest again the "lack of development" in the State. They also submitted amomorandum to the Titabor SDO (Civil) later.

Poll preparations in Majuli Lac on:

Majuli: Preparation are in full swing in the 99 Majuli (ST) LAC for the Assembly election, 2006. There are a total of 1,07,337 voters in the LAC, out of which 55,757 are male voters and 51,580 are female. There are 33 service voters while 17 are doubtful voters. Out of the 120 polling station in Majuli, 44 have been identified as sensitive. A total of 17 polling stations are located in the remote char areas. For the purpose of elections, the entire constituency has been divided into eight civil zones, 23 civil sectors and six civil sub-sectors. There are three police zones and 23 police sector.

Subba quits as Gorkha body chief:

Guwahati: MP Mani Kumar Subba has resigned from the post of president of the Asom Gorkha Sammilan recently. This was stated by the Sanmilan, CB Rai, on Mar 16. In his resignation letter Subbha said that he had taken the decision to resign because he could not make the Congress party give as many as six constituencies to candidates of the Gorkha community. It may be mentioned that Subba had assured the community that at least six tickets would be given to candidates from his community for the forthcoming Assembly polls. Taking moral responsibility for this failure, he had taken the decision to quit, the letter mentioned 

News on 19th March '06
Nominations or show of strength? 556 candidates file nomination for 126 Assembly seats in State:
Guwahati: Roads running around the Deputy Commissioner's office in Guwahati turned into a sea of humanity till 4 p.m. on Mar 17, the last day of filing of nomination papers for the first phase of Assembly election, leading to traffic jams for hours. The MG Road had to be closed near Kacharighat in the city following heavy crowds of people and cultural troupes accompanying party candidates who came to file their nomination papers. As many as 473 candidates filed their nominations on Mar 17, and with this the total nominations filed for the phase - 1 of the poll is 556. Jamunamukh Congress candidate Rashidul Haque was conspicuous by not filing his nomination papers on Mar 17.

All's not well in Cong tea cell:

Guwahati: Resentment over the 'discriminatory' selection of candidates seems to have engulfed the Congress tea lobby, which, according to party insiders, certainly has created a threat to the party's prospect in the tea belts - considered to be the traditional citadel of the ruling party. The Congress has not only dropped its tea cell chairman Bhagirath Karan from its candidates' list, but also deprived three tea tribes-dominated districts of Sivasagar, Jorhat and Golaghat from due representation from the community. This has demoralized the grassroots level workers, the sources said, adding that though the tea cell has a strong presence in these districts, the party has failed to take the advantage of it, added the sources.

Dileswar, others get NCP boost:

Guwahati: The Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) on Mar 18, who had joined the party last night after resigning from the Congress, as its candidate from Doomdooma constituency. Tanti, a prominent tea tribes leader and 4-time Congress MLA, was denied a party ticket this time. The Congress has named former ATTSA leader Durga Bhumiz as its candidate from Doomdooma.

Additional forces to arrive soon; CEO:

Guwahati: Asom Chief Election Officer (CEO) J Prakash on Mar 17 said that additional security forces for Asom Assembly election would start arriving in the State from March 21. Talking to newsmen in the city on Mar 17, Prakash said: "We sought 350 additional companies of security forces for the polls, but we are ignorant of the exact number of companies of security forces to be sent to the State." According to Prakash, about 50 percent of the 18,712 polling centres in the State are sensitive and very sensitive, and about 18,000 of the poll stations have about 14,000 buildings about them. "Security arrangements (mobile) have to be made in 65 percent of the buildings," he said, adding that the Central poll observers had already arrived in the State and they were visiting the districts. "The deputy commissioners will finalize the security plans in consultation with the Central poll observers," he added.

Nine B'deshis held in city:

Guwahati: Tall claims by both the State Government and security agencies that there was no infiltration from Bangladesh proved wrong on Mar 17 as the City Police detained as many as nine Bangladeshis from the heart of the city. According to police, nine Bangladeshis, all residents of Goalpalganj district of Bangladesh, and linkman Sahidul Islam were arrested in a special operation carried out in Jalukbari this morning. 

News on 18th March '06
Govt initiative to create three new districts in Asom:
Guwahati: It is learnt from a source that the Government of Assam is taking initiative to create three new districts and 34 civil sub-divisions in the State. For this purpose a high-power committee was formed recently under the chairmanship of Mr S Kabilan, Chief Secretary, Government of Asom. The committee is examining the matter, the source said. The proposed new districts are North Kamrup, Hamren and Biswanath Chariali, and the proposed civil sub-divisions are Tihu, Maran, Naharkatiya, Dudhnai, Sarbhog, Hajo, Rahan Amguri, Katigaran, Dhekiajuli, Dergaon, Chungajan, Dakshin Kamrup, Dalgaon, Kalgachia, Baihata Chariali, Mukalmua, Haygaon Boko, Sipajhar, Mariani, Manikpur, Umarangsu Chilapathara Bihpuriya, Goreswar, Tangla, Chinthang, Amari, Matiya, Jirleng, Michalijan and Howraghat.

Only regionalism can solve problems; Mahanta:

Haiborgaon: Addressing a mammoth meeting at Haluagaon under Bahampur constituency recently AGP(P) president Prafulla Kumar Mahanta said that only regionalism can solve the problems of Asom. Mahanta charged the ruling Congress with indulging in corruption, injustice and secret or open killings of innocent people on a large scale and appealed to the people as well as all the opposition parties to stand united against it.

Gogoi assures peace and prosperity if elected:

Jagirod: Unruffled by the allegations of corruption, nepotism, misappropriation of Government funds and ethic disharmony, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi promised at Jagibhakatgaon recently to build a peaceful and prosperous Asom if his party was returned to power in the coming Assembly polls.

Biraj quits AGP, to fight as Independent:

Guwahati: Veteran AGP leader Biraj Kumar Sarma, a ticket aspirant of the party from Guwahati East, on Mar 16 quit the AGP and decided to fight the Assembly election as an independent candidate. He will file his nominations as an independent candidate on Mar 17. The party has formally announced the candidature of Birendra Prasad Baishya for Guwahati East LAC on Mar 16. While the party has selected Pushpa Deka as its second choice for Jalukbari LAC in case former Home Minister Bhirgu Kumar Phukan does not come on time, Krishna Patowary has been given ticket for Kamalpur LAC depriving former minister Moidul Islam Bora and former AASU leader Kamal Deka. In Lumding LAC, the party has selected Kamal Dutta while the candidature of Hajo seat has been hovering around Pradip Dutta and Narayan Bhowmick. Meanwhile, Biraj Kumar Sarma on Mar 16 held a meeting of the office-bearers of as many as 23 AGP wards of AGP wards of Guwahati East, the AYP and the Mahila Parishad at his residence on Mar 16. The party workers requested him to file nomination papers as an independent candidate. Another AGP ticket aspirant from Guwahati East, Queen Ojha said that Brindabon Goswami would know the mistake he had made by depriving her.

Fisticuffs by Congmen:

Guwahati: The disappointment among Congress workers took an ugly turn on Mar 16 when hundreds of supporters of two leaders from Goalpara district got engaged in a fight in front of Rajiv Bhawan on Mar 16. The supporters of Sheikh Shah Alam, a ticket aspirant from West Goalpara constitutional, gathered in front of the Rajiv Bhawan this morning and voiced their protest for not giving the ticket to their leader. They shouted slogans demanding cancellation of the ticket to Rashid Mandal.

'EC will look into NBW execution':

Guwahati: The row over the execution of non-bailable warrants (NBWs) is far from over as the disbanded Bodo Liberation Tigers (BLT), in a plea made to the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC), has requested him to instruct the authorities concerned to stay away from reopening the pending warrants against its former leaders. "The Election Commission (EC) will certainly look into the matte," said Deputy Election Commissioner R Balakrishna, while talking to newsmen on Mar 16. However, he declined to make any further comment on it.

It's the best list; Gogoi:

Guwahati: Asom Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Mar 16 said that the candidates' list of the Congress for the Asom Assembly election had been the outcome of a wide consultation of diverse aspects, and that it was one of the best candidates' lists which he had ever seen during his political career. Talking to newsmen in the city on Mar 16, Gogoi said that as many as 12 sitting MLAs had to be dropped from the list to make the way for new faces. "The step was taken in accordance with the report of AICC observers, who had made the report primarly based winning chances of the party candidates," he said. 

Aren't beggars voters too?

Guwahati: They all are normal citizens of the country. In spite of that they have not been able to exercise their franchise. A large number of shelterless people and beggars under the banner Padapath Nibashi Banchita Nibashi Committee of the city, on Mar 16 urged that their constitutional right to franchise should be protected and their names should be included in the voters' list. It is worth mentioning that according that according to a survey conducted by STEP, and NGO working for the shelterless, there are as many as 217 shelterless people living in various parts of the city. 

News on 17th March '06
Resentment in Cong; protests greet list:
Guwahati: Resentment prevailed in the Congress camp after the announcement of the candidates' list for the ensuing Assembly polls. While some Congressmen, including grassroots workers regretted the dropping of the names of as many as 12 sitting MLAs from the list, the others contemplated on as to why the high command selected certain names brushing aside veterans in several constituencies.

BJP ticket rage leaders to firing; two injured:

Guwahati: North-east BJP office at Uzan Bazar in the city has turned into a fortress with security personnel rushing into it following an attack on North-east BJP in-charge V Satish by party workers leading to open fire by his PSO injuring two persons seriously. According to sources, a group of about 150 supporters of ticket aspirants Lakshmi Kanta Mahanta and Nripen Das gheraoed V Satish in his party office at Uzan Bazar in the city at 5 p.m. on Mar 14, and attacked him physically. V Satish's PSO Naba Kumar Das had to open fire on the mob and injured Basanta Das and Bhabesh Malakar, both supporters of Nripen Das. Both the injured have been battling for their life in the ICU at the GMCH.

CPI-ML to field 15:

Guwahati: The CPI(ML) will contest 15 Assembly constituencies, including Karbi Anglong and NC Hills. Declaring the list of its candidates, State party president Rubul Das said on Mar 15 that the party would extend support to the CPI(M) candidates in all the constituencies except Rangapara, Sorbhog, Digboi, Naharkotia and Dispur. The CPI(ML) would also support the RSP candidates in Naoboicha, Jonai and Dhemaji constituencies, he added. "On the basis of the series of consultations held, the CPI(M) will support our candidates in five constituencies in Karbi Anglong and NC Hills and another in Bihali," Das revealed.

Aeroplane is AGP(P) symbol; 2nd list out:

Guwahati: The Asom Gana Parishad (P) is going to fight the ensuing Assembly election with aeroplane as its symbol. Releasng its second list of candidates for the election on Mar 15, party president Prafulla Kumar Mahanta said that the party would back Jiten Gogoi, an independent candidate from Bokakhat, in the poll. The sixteen party candidates and their respective LACs which have been released on Mar 15 are - Harikanta Das (Hajo), Diganta Goswami (Pub Guwahati), Ramkumar Das (Paschim Guwahati), Gangaram Chouhan (Laharighat), Biswajit Saikia (Golaghat), Md Abdul Jalil (Naoboicha), Hemanta Kalita (Titabor), Mubarrak Hussain (Mankachar), Bhanu Shankar Roy (Gauripur), Mehbooba Hussain (Dhubra), Mitra Mohan Rabha (Dudnoi), Abdul Kasem (Goalpara Paschim), Monomohan Das (Bhabanipur), Mahendra Mohan Roychoudhury (Kalaigaon) Kanika Baruah (Patacharkuchil) and Robert Meer (Majbat). 

News on 16th March '06
Yarn seized from panchayat office:
Jorhat: In a operation which may lead to further embarrassment for the ruling Congress ahead of the Assembly polls slated for April 3 and 10, the Jorhat District Election Officer on Mar 14 seized eight packets of yarn from the office of the No 71 Khangia Gaon Panchayat under the Dergaon Legislative Assembly Constituency. Official sources informed that each packet of the yarn contained 20 bundles meant for distribution under an other backward class (OBC) scheme. The sources pointed out that political parties of all hues had been warned to desire from violating the model code of conduct under any circumstances. No government officials can participate in any meeting in favour of any political party, the sources added.

Narayan supporters resort to road blockade:

Jorhat: The supporters of sitting Dergaon MLA and Urban Development Minister Hem Prakash Narayan on Mar 14 resorted to a road blockade and burnt tyres on National Highway 37 to register their protest against the deprivation of Narayan from the ruling Congress to contest the forthcoming Assembly polls. As soon as the news regarding the deprivation of Narayan spread, his followers thronged the streets and created noisy scenes. The security forces had a hard time controlling the crowds and regulating the traffic on the National Highway even on Mar 15.

Barpeta leads State Doul Utsav:

Barpeta: The colours of the polash and modar blossoms looked faded on Mar 15 before the riot of colours that embellished the bodies of countless men, women and children across the State. On the occasion of the festival of Holi or Fakua, people irrespective of age, caste and creed, were seen greeting each other with palmful of colours since early morning.

Congress Tea Cell demands 12 extra seats:

Jorhat: The Tea Cell of the ruling Congress has demanded 12 more seats for candidates belonging to the tea community in the ensuing Assembly elections, slated for April 3 and 10. This is understood to be in addition to the grant of party tickets to sitting tea tribe candidates in 13 constituencies. The Congress Tea Cell has faxed a message to the high command, demanding the Bokakhat, Koliabor, Khumati, Mariani, Sonari, Doomdooma, Duliajan, Bhehali, Majbat, Paneri, Dhekiajuli and Gohaingaon LACs.

Candidates of Tingkhong LAC face an uphill task:

Dibrugarh: The candidates intending to contest in the forthcoming Assembly poll from the 119 Tingkhong Legislative Assembly Constituency (LAC) have an uphill task to impress over 1,18,000 voters of the LAC during a 'face to face' programme to be held on Mar 20 in Rajgarh. The fate of the candidates in the forthcoming Assembly poll will to a great extent reflect from the rhetoric and the queries they will attend to during the programme.

EC directive on poll posters, pamphlets:

Biswanath Chariali: The Election Commission of India has placed certain restrictions on printing of election pamphlets and posters under the Representation of the People Act 1951. Anyone found violating the Act would face punitive action which includes imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months or with fine which may extend to Rs 2,000 or both. The restrictions include printing of objectionable material on ground of religion, race, caste, community, language and character assassination of an opponent. 

News on 15th March '06
Congress Tea Cell demands 12 extra seats:

Jorhat: The Tea Cell of the ruling Congress has demanded 12 more seats for candidates belonging to the tea community in the ensuing Assembly elections, slated for April 3 and 10. This is understood to be in addition to the grant of party tickets to sitting tea tribe candidates in 13 constituencies. The Congress Tea Cell has faxed a message to the high command, demanding the Bokakhat, Koliabor, Khumati, Mariani, Sonari, Doomdooma, Duliajan, Bhehali, Majbat, Paneri, Dhekiajuli and Gohaingaon LACs.

Candidates of Tingkhong LAC face an uphill task:

Dibrugarh: The candidates intending to contest in the forthcoming Assembly poll from the 119 Tingkhong Legislative Assembly Constituency (LAC) have an uphill task to impress over 1,18,000 voters of the LAC during a 'face to face' programme to be held on Mar 20 in Rajgarh. The fate of the candidates in the forthcoming Assembly poll will to a great extent reflect from the rhetoric and the queries they will attend to during the programme.

EC directive on poll posters, pamphlets:

Biswanath Chariali: The Election Commission of India has placed certain restrictions on printing of election pamphlets and posters under the Representation of the People Act 1951. Anyone found violating the Act would face punitive action which includes imprisonment for a term which may extend to six months or with fine which may extend to Rs 2,000 or both. The restrictions include printing of objectionable material on ground of religion, race, caste, community, language and character assassination of an opponent.

News on 14th March '06
No cap on NBW row; CEO stern on action:

Guwahati: The row over the execution of non-bailable warrants (NBWs) intensified on Mar 13 with the Chief Election Office (CEO) taking a stern stand on the EC directive saying irrespective of the outfit the cadres belonged, the NBWs will be executed. "They may be ex-BLT, ex-ULFA or any others, that's not our look out. As per the Election Commission directive, the warrants will have to be executed," a senior official of the Chief Election Office was quoted as saying to a section of reporters.

AASU 'lets off repenting Pradeep, to keep watch:

Guwahati: In a dramatic twist to the six-month-old face-off between AGP leader Pradeep Hazarika and the All Assam Students' Union (AASU), the former transport minister on Mar 13 'repented' for his 'offence' and he chose the AASU headquarters, Swahid Nivas to do it. The development comes close on the heels of reports that the AGP had finalized Hazarika's candidature from the Amguri constituency but had not announced it even as Hazarika is understood to have prepared banners, posters and placards for campaigning.

Unofficially, AGP nominates eight:

Guwahati: Apprehending a possible rebellion from some ticket-seekers, the AGP on Mar 13 issued letters to eight of its nominees confirming their candidature without making any announcement. The eight candidates who were 'nominated' by the AGP on Mar 13 are: Biredra Prasad Baishya (East Guwahati), Bhrigu Kumar Phukon (Jalukbari) Premananda Das (Jagiroad), Naren Hazarika (Doomdooma), Nandeshwar Mukherjee (Patharkandi), Dhiraj Das (Dholia), Sushil Kujul (Sonari) and Padmadhan Pegu (Majuli). Besides, the party has also finalized former AASU president Probin Boro's candidature from Boroma.

TGP part ways with AGP, eyes NCP?

Guwahati: Days after befriending it, the TGP on Mar 13 hinted at parting ways with the AGP and finding a new 'suitable' partner. Smelling a rat at the 'approach' of AGP president Brindabon Goswami, TGP general secretary Atul Bora said that Goswami virtually despised hem and intended to push the party into trouble waters. "A tie up with the AGP could not be hammered due to it's adamant attitude," Bora said.

News on 13th March '06
Rekharani, Biraj, Birendra kept in lurch:
Guwahati: Veteran AGP leaders Rekharani Das Boro, Birendra Prasad Baishya and Biraj Sarma have been kept in the lurch by the party leadership. In its second list published on Mar 12, the party was conspicuous by not including its 'disputed' constituencies - Barama and Guwahati East. While Rekharani Das Boro is the contender for Barama LAC against former AASU president Probin Boro, both Birendra Prasad Baishya and Biraj Sarma want tickets from Guwahati East. According to political pundits in the State, the AGP leadership is apprehensive of a Dhemaji-lie drama in the party if the candidates of these two LACs are announced now. "The party leadership has finalized the Barama ticket for Probin Boro and Guwahati East for Queen Ojha, but it is apprehensive of disclosing that now for that may compel the aspirants to join the AGP-P," sources said, and added: "Rekharani Das Boro and other ticket aspirants will be made to wait till the last moment when they will have little time to join the rival AGP faction."

CPI(M) list out; friendly fight with AGP in 8 seats:

Guwahati: The CPI(M) on Mar 12 declared the list of its candidates for 16 Assembly constituencies for 16 Assembly constituencies. State CPI(M) secretary Uddhab Barma said that the list was prepared after an extensive consultation with the AGP on seat sharing. Veteran party leader and former Assam minister Hemen Das decided to stay away from contesting the election, he said. "As Das is not willing to fight the election this time, the party suggested me to contest from Sorbhog constituency," he said. However, Das would campaign for the party and he was currently in Sorbhog for electioneering purpose, he added.

BJP to change list, courtesy 'dissidence':

Guwahati: Gauging the mood of the supporters of former AASU leader Satyabrata Kalita and ex-secretary of Karmachari Prashad Charan Deka, both of whom failed to make it to the BJP candidates' list. Close on the heels of the remonstrance I the Kamalpur block BJP, the party's State president Indramoni Bora had separate meeting with the former student leader and Deka in a bid to keep the party's veneer of unity unimpaired.

Unholy honeymoon in Kaliabor LAC?

Guwahati: With just 21 days left for Asom to go to polls, quite naturally there is a rat race for party tickets among the ticket aspirants, while the parties, which they are affiliated with, are out for electoral understanding, both open and secret. In what could be termed as 'unprecedented' in electoral battle in Asom, apart from party-level open or secret understanding, there are reports of candidate-level individual understanding keeping their respective parties of affiliation in dark thereby creating a problem pundits in the State to draw the battle line.

Nepal Das joins NCP:

Guwahati: In what came like a shot in the arm to the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) ahead of the elections, former State minister and two-time MP Nepal Das joined the party expressing his displeasure over the style of functioning of the AGP leadership. NCP insiders said that Das would contest from Katigorah constituency with NCP ticket even as NCP State unit president Prabin Chandra Sarma, while releasing the first list of party candidates this afternoon, said that Das name was under active consideration from Katigorah LAC.

Show - cause to Hem Prakash:

Jorhat: After Panchayat and Rural Development Minister Ripun Bora, senior Congress Leader and Minister of Urban Development Hem Prakesh Narayan had been caught on the wrong foot for alleged violation of the election code of conduct. The Jorhat District Election Officer and the Returning Officer for Jorhat on Mar 9 served a show-cause notice on the minister for "using official vehicles for electioneering purposes." Informed sources told that there are complaints against Narayan, who represents the Dergaon LAC in the outgoing State Assembly, had toured his home constituency and used official vehicles to attend meetings at the Congress office in Dergaon.

Alayaron Anath Ashram - a place to call home:

Kokrajhar: There was no one to look after and care for the innumerous orphans in Kokrajhar district. But with the opening of the Alayaron Anath Ashram at Debargaon here smiles were back on the faces of the innocent who were left in the lurch when they lost their parents in the violence which lasted for more than a decade. The Ashram, from this year, has been providing free education, lodging, food and health care and has become the first home for orphans not only of Kokrajhar but also of Chirang.

Congress candidates lobbying hard for tickets in Sivasagar:

Sivasagar: With only a week left for the finalization of the list of candidates of the Congress for the Assembly polls, the ticket aspirants of the six Assembly constituencies of Sivasagar district are lobbying hard for inclusion of their names in the list. The congress presently holds all the six Assembly. 

News on 12th March '06
Plan drawn to deploy forces for polls; Seal inter-State borders on poll days; EC:

Guwahati: In view of the ensuing Assembly election a meticulous plans has been drawn to deploy security forces in all the districts of the State, stated Chief Election Officer (CEO) J Prakash while interacting with the press on Mar 15, approve of it he added. Prakash further said that once the plan is approved by the observers no district administration will be allowed to meddle with it. While there will be one poll observer for each Legislative Assembly Constituency (LAC) in Barak Valley, the other places in the State will have one observer for two constituencies.

Why are disabled wary of casting votes?

Guwahati: Rajiv Kakoti (37) is not excited about the election. And why should he be? He knows he cannot exercise his franchise like in the Lok Sabha elections in 2004. The reason: There would not be any ramps and hand railings in the polling booths for the wheel chair-borne voters like him. "I will not even venture out to cast my vote as no facilities are available for us," Kakoti, a physically challenged voter of Dispur constituency, regretted.

AGP to leave 7 seats for CPI(M):

Guwahati: In an electoral understanding reached this evening, the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) has decided to stay away from 7 Assembly constituencies in favour of the CPI(M) candidates in Naharkatia, Rangapara, Sarbhog, Jania, Bijini, badarpur and Karimganj North constituencies, where the Left party intends to put up its candidates.

AGP, BJP ink 'deal'?

Guwahati: Besides the ASDC and TGP, there is another party befriending the AGP. And why not/ After all, they have a common enemy. The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), according to sources, has hammered out a 'secret understanding' with the AGP to keep the Congress out of power. The 'pact' is apparent from the fact that in constituencies where one has fielded a strong candidate, the other has given its ticket to a relatively weaker candidate. Say for example, in the West Guwahati Lac, the AGP has fielded Romendra Narayan Kalita, while the BJP has given the ticket to Ashok Singhal - a relatively weaker figure in the LAC. Similarly, BJP's Bijoya Chokraborty will vie for the Dispur constituency - an Lac which the AGP has left for TGP chief Atul Bora. Likewise, an understanding is clear in place like Hazo, Kamalpur, Jalukbari and East Guwahati.

CPI to field nine:

Guwahati: The CPI, as an ally of a broad-based coalition, is going to field candidates in nine LACs in the Asom Assembly election. The list of party candidates and the party's election manifesto have been released on Mar 13 by former Asom minister Promode Gogoi in the party headquarters on Mar 12 morning. While Gogoi has decide to contest from Sivasagar constituency, party's State council secretary and former Rajya Sabha member Drupad Borgohain will file his nominations form Nazira. The other party candidates are - Titabor-Kula Das, Morigaon-Munin Mahanta, Golakganj-raghurajan Bepari, Silchar-Rafique Ahmed, Karimganj (North) - Chanda Chakraborty, Bilasipara (West) - Giasuddin Ahmed and Moriani - Purna Phukan.

News on 11th March '06
Law and order normal in State; CEO:

Guwahati: Election related law and order has been normal in the State. This was stated by J Prakash, Chief Election Officer (CEO), Asom while briefing newsmen on Mar 10. However, Prakash said that some people against whom non-bailable warrants had been issued were still absconding. The Election Commission (EC) has asked the Chief Secretary to bring these people to book before the polls, he added. According to Prakash, a total of 13,810 people were issued non-bailable warrants and since January 23 till date only 5,281 have been arrested. While Guwahati has 1,608 people who were issued warrants, Nagaon accounts for 1,426 and Karbi Anglong 1,358. The rest is spread across other districts of the State.

19 Kamrup poll centres very sensitive:

Guwahati: Of the 829 polling centres in Kamrup district, 19 are 'very sensitive' and 369 are 'sensitive'. Disclosing this on Mar 10, District Election Officer Atanu Sarma mentioned that the remaining 441 centres are 'safe'. Thirteen of the 'very sensitive' polling centres are in Jalukbari LAC and six in West Guwahati constituency. The 369 'sensitive' polling centres in the district are spread across Jalukbari (25), Dispur (189), East Guwahati (366) and West Guwahati (89). The total voters in Dispur LAC is 2,93,849 - the highest in the district, while Jalukbari records the lowest number of electors at 1,55,703.

AGP workers defy Brindabon diktat:

Guwahati: Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) president Brindabon Goswami's command over his party leaders and cadres has gone to its nadir. Grass-root AGP workers are on the spree of violating the recent directive issued by Goswami banning dharma and other forms of agitation by party workers in the premises of the party head office in the city. Hundreds of AGP workers from 24 regional committees of Raha and Barama AGP units on Mar 10 defied the restriction imposed by Goswami and staged a dharna and shouted slogans in front of the AGP head office demanding party tickets for Gohin Das at Raha LAC and Rekharani Das Boro at Barama LAC.

Copter campaign by Congress?

Guwahati: A highly-placed source in the APCC on Mar 10 claimed that the ruling party in the State had already kept two hired helicopters ready in the city for election campaign. On poll funding to party candidates, he said: "The benchmark for party funding is Rs 10 lakh for each weak candidate and Rs 5 lakh for each strong candidate. The party will provide 15,000 posters, 10,000 flags, 1,000 banners, one lakh stickers, 10,000 caps etc., to each party candidate. All these items are being made at New Delhi under the supervision of an Asom Youth Congress leader, and the items will reach the State soon." 

News on 10th March '06
Nominations for Phase - 1 polls begin on Mar 9:

Guwahati: In what could be termed as a rare incident in the political history of Asom, the Election Commission found the reply of Asom Panchayat and Rural Development Minister Ripun Bora regarding the violation of the poll code of conduct not convincing, and as such fined him a token amount. Talking to newsmen in the city on Mar 9, Asom Chief Election Officer (CEO) J Prakash said: "The Election Commission is very quick in taking action against the minister since the violation of the poll code happened in front of the Chief Election Commissioner and the two commissioners." He said that the EC had warmed Bora and Haren Das not to violate the poll code in future. According to the CEO, Bora was asked to pay the fare which a private car would have charged for a journey from his residence to the office. Ripun Bora and APCC general secretary Haren Das had violated the poll code of conduct by using the minister's official car while going to the Circuit House to meet the CEC and other election commissioners on March 6.

Dhemaji AGP leaders quit, join AGP(P):

Guwahati: AGP received a blow on Mar 9 as its Dhemaji district unit president Rabi Gogoi and general secretary Khirod Sonowal, along with their 40 followers, resigned from the party and joined AGP (P) expressing resentment over the selection of party candidates. Sonowal, who was one of the aspirants of the party ticket from Dhemaji constituency, alleged that party's general secretary and sitting MLA Dilip Saikia is unduly favouring his brother Paramananda Sonowal and trying to give the party ticket to him.

First AGP list out:

Guwahati: Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) president Brindabon Goswami on Mar 9 announced the first list 18 party candidates, including seven sitting MLAs, for the Assembly election in the State. Talking to newsmen in the city on Mar 9, Goswami said that presence of the BJP was not at all felt in rural Asom, the AGP(P), on the other hand, was not strong enough to erode the votes of the AGP, and with the anti-incumbency factor being at its peak in the State, the win of the AGP was certain. "This time around, victory is ours. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi's claim of winning 80 seats in the election should have come from us," he said, and added: "If the AGP offshoot, AGP(P), makes its presence felt in some LACs, we will overcome that with the help of our allies." He said that his party was talking with the Rabhas, Tai Ahom, Adivasis and Tea Tribes for their support. According to him, his party's thrust is on regaining the faith of various ethnic communities of the State. The candidates and their respective LACs are - Ramendra Narayan Kalita (West Guwahati), Atul Bora (Golaghat), Prabin Gogoi (Khumtai), Jagadish Bhuyan (Sadiya), Dr Kamala Kalita (Chhaygaon), Alhaj Khalilur Rahman Choudhury (Jamunamukh), Moqbul Ali (Karimganj South), Jaiprakesh Tiwari (Udarbond), Aminul Isla (Mankachar), Ganendra Mushahary (Gauripur), Prasanta Kumar Baruah (Bilasipara East), Bhupen Roy (Abhoyapuri North), Sheikh Abdul Hamid (Bakbor), Laikat Ali Khan (Chenga), Joseph Toppo (Dhekiajuli), Abdul Ajiz (Rupahihat), Girindra Kumar Baruah (Nagaon) and Padma Hazarika (Sootea).

AUDF, CPI(M) contradict Sangma:

Guwahati: Confusion over the outcome of the Opposition's effort to forge an understanding prevailed even on Mar 9 as the Asom United Democratic Front (AUDF) and the CPI(M) have contradicted the announcement made by NCP leader Purno A Sangma regarding the seat adjustment on Mar 7. According to both the parties, no final decision has been taken yet in this regard and negotiation with various parties, including the AGP, is still on. AUDF working president Hafiz Rashid Ahmed Choudhury has said that out of the 42 constituencies claimed by the NCP, understanding could not be reached regarding 13 of them. Sangma had said on Mar 8 that there were only 11 constituencies where both the parties wanted to field their own candidates.ss

News on 9th March '06
CEC show-cause to Ripun, Haren:

Guwahati: The Election Commission (EC) has served show-case notices to Panchayet and Rural Development Minister Ripun Bora and APCC general secretary Haren Das for their alleged role in misusing a government vehicle for party work on Mar 6. This was stated by Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) BB Tandon said at the end of his two-day Asom visit on Mar 7. The EC has constituted a two-member team to inquire into the specific allegations made by various quarters regarding violation of the model code of conduct, the CEC further said. Strict action would be taken after the proper verification and investigation, he added. "The notices have been served to both the leaders of the ruling party asking them to show cause as to why action should not be taken against them," Tandon said. They have been asked to submit their answer by Mar 8 evening, he added.

Opp shaky, our win certain; Gogoi:

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, in the capacity as the CLP leader, said that his party was confident of making it to Dispur again by winning at least 80 seats. On Mar 7 Gogoi said: "Seeing the shaky Opposition, we are sure that we will make it to Dispur again comfortably with at least 80 members. During my political career I have never seen a nervous Opposition like the AGP. Though the party claims itself as a strong regional force, yet it is running after a man like Bardruddin Azmal for poll tie-up. What can the AGP get from TDP president Chandrababu Naidu or SP leader Amar Singh?" He added: "Development activities carried out by our Government during the last five years are clearly visible. People of the State simply do not want the repeat the dark days of the last AGP regime. They wants to forget the dark period forever."

Cong tea cell softens stand, wants 24 tickets:

Guwahati: Softening its demand for 35 Legislative Assembly Constituency (LAC) tickets, the Congress tea cell on Mar 7 decided that it must get 24 tickets that would include the ones to the 12 MLAs belonging to tea community. The cell, at a meeting on Mar 7, however demand for another 11 tickets to the decision of Congress high command. "We have decided to comply with the high command's decision as far as our demand for another 11 tickets is concerned," party tea cell chairman Bhagirath Karan said.

Alliance picture not yet clear:

Guwahati: Despite hectic parleys throughout the day, the Opposition parties on Mar 7 virtually failed to arrive at a decision regarding a pre-electoral alliance. The split in the main Opposition party AGP seems to have put a spanner into the efforts of forging an anti-Congress and anti-BJP alliance. AGP(P) president Prafulla Kumar Mahanta sat with NCP leader Purno A Sangma in a one-to-one meeting at the latter's residence on Mar 7 morning. "We had a preliminary discussion on the prevailing situation and more talks are likely during the night on Mar 7," said Sangma.

Ticket race: AGP in a quandary; Mulayam, Abdullah, Jaya to campaign for party:

Guwahati: Infighting for tickets has landed the AGP leadership in a quandary but the party seems to have found comfort in company of the ASDC, BPPF (R), TGP and the Samajbadi Party. AGP general secretary Dilip Kumar Saikia said that the tie-up with the four parties was almost final and the announcement was likely on March 9. Even as efforts of AUDF president Badruddin Azmal to forge an alliance with the AGP failed to make any headway in the wake of a schism within the AUDF, Saikia said that talks were on with the Left but nothing had been finalized as yet.

HC notice to GMDA, GMC over construction:

Guwahati: The division bench of Chief Justice BS Reddy and Justice D Biswas of the Gauhati High Court on Mar 7 issued a contempt notice to the Chief Executive Officer of GMC in connection with the case of alleged illegal construction in the city. It may be mentioned here that the High Court taking suo motto cognizance of the news item regarding illegal construction across the city which all ready appeared had directed GMDA and GMC to submit a detailed report of building permission in the city during the last one year.

Make stand clear on burning issues; AASU:

Guwahati: The All Assam Students' Union (AASU) is preparing a set of questionnaires for the political parties of the State to clear their stands on the burning issues of the State before the Assembly elections. The political parties' responses to the questions on issues like the foreigners problem, amendment to the Foreigners Act, unemployment, insurgency etc., according to AASU leaders, will help people make the right choice in the election. The AASU advisor Samujjal Bhattacharya said on Mar 8 that the student body had no influence, whatsoever, on any political parties. It was the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) to decide who should get AGP tickets in the Assembly election, he said, and added: "If the AGP wants to make it to Dispur, it has to give tickets to those who have maximum chances of win, and if they don't want, they can give tickets to whoever they like. It is the prerogative of the parties to decide, and the student body has no role, whatsoever, to play here."

Ripun admits code violation; show-cause to AGP now:

Guwahati: The Election Commission has served a show-cause notice to Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) for alleged violation of the model code of conduct, the State election office sources said. It has been alleged that the AGP had used the government Circuit House at Shankardev Nagar of Hojai for its party work recently, added the sources. Meanwhile, Panchayet and Rural Development Minister Ripun Bora has submitted his reply to the show-cause served by the EC last night admitting the charges that he had used the government vehicle, along with party MLA Haren Das, when they went to meet the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) at the Circuit House here on March 6. Das had also been served the show-cause notice by the EC.

NCP, AGP(P), other agree on seat-sharing:

Guwahati: In their last ditch effort to forge an alliance, the four parties - NCP, AGP(P), CPI(M) and AUDF - have agreed to put common candidates in at least 90 Assembly constituencies in the coming election. Negotiations for 23 other constituencies are still on. This was stated by NCP leader Purno A Sangma, while briefing the press at the party headquarter on Mar 8. "We will sit together again a week before the election to assess the situation in those 23 constituencies," he added.

Chaos reigns in AGP EB meet:

Guwahati: The Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) executive body meeting held at the District Library auditorium on Mar 8 saw some unruly scenes as some of the functionaries vehemently opposed the party's move to ally with the Left parties for the forthcoming Assembly elections. The Sivasagar and Morigaon units of the AGP came out to protest against the move of forging an alliance with the Left parties and said that if their leaders did not desist from doing so the party might end up losing its base in those two constituencies. They demanded that the grass roots level workers are taken into confidence before making such an important move.

AII AGP MLAs to get ticket:

Guwahati: Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) president Brindabon Goswami on Mar 8 declared that all the sitting MLAs of the party would be given tickets for the Assembly election. Talking to newsmen on Mar 8 Goswami said that the selection of the candidates had been entrusted to the Party Steering Committee. "The Committee, in consultation with district presidents and secretaries and members of the Central Committee, would decide the candidates," he said.

News on 8th March '06
EC meets political parties; BJP, AGP allege violation of poll conduct by Cong:
Guwahati: Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) BB Tandon and Election Commissioner Navin Chawla and N Gopalaswami who arrived on Mar 6 morning on their two-day visit, met the representatives of recognized political parties and government official s to take stock of the pre-election scenario in the State. All the major political parties, including the Congress, BJP and the AGP met the Commissioners at the Circuit House and assured them of strictly adhering to the model code of conduct.

Azmal's 'AGP unity' drive cut short:

Guwahati: On Mar 6 late night schism in the party threw a spanner in the efforts of AUDF president Badruddin Azmal to forge an alliance with the AGP. Even as the differences within the party, according to party sources, were sorted out later, the AUDF is unlikely to go with the AGP, at least before the polls. The NCP and the CPI-M on Mar 5 last had entrusted Azmal with the job to try and bring both the AGP factions to a common platform to strengthen the 'third force'.

AGP(P) pooh poohs Cong tack:

Guwahati: The party (Congress), whose Chief Minister had asserted during the last Assembly polls that he had the key to economic development of Asom, was jittery about naming its Chief Ministerial candidate this time, the AGP(P) said on Mar 6. Following the Congress' announcement that it would not project anyone as its Chief Ministerial candidate, AGP(P) president Prafulla Kumar Mahanta's political advisor Pranab Goswami said in a statement that had it been confident, the Congress would not have decided on not naming anyone as its Chief Ministerial candidate.

AGP names 15 candidates:

Guwahati: The Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) on Mar 6 named 15 party candidates who are certain to contest from as many constituencies which will not have to go through the rigmarole of the seat-sharing procedure as and when it comes up with the allies of the party. The candidates who have been named are Pradeep Hazarika (Amguri), Hiranya Konwar (Mahmora), Paramananda Sonowal (Dhemaji), Atul Bora (Golaghat), Prabin Gogoi (Khumtai), Binod Gowala (Sarupathar), Jagadish Bhuyan (Sadia), Hitendra Nath Goswami (Jorhat), Kesoram Bora (Bihpuria), Dr Kamala Kalita (Chhaygaon), Nurul Hussain (Hajo), Jatish Das (Boko), Birendra Nath Baishya (East Guwahati), Ramendra Narayan Kalita (West Guwahati) and Abdul Jalil (Lahorighat).

Teaching fraternity sings 'withdraw AFSPA' chorus:

Guwahati: Observing that the people of North-east in general and Asom in particular were being deprived of civil space to live a normal life due to 'atrocities and brutalities' by the security forces, 28 faculty members of Assam University, Silchar and Allahabad University and members of the All India Students' Association (AISA) on Mar 6 submitted immediate withdrawal of the Arms Forces (Special Power) Act, 1958 from the region. "In the name of maintaining law and order in the region, security forces are violating civil rights and liberties of common people," Gopal Pradhan of Assam University on Mar 6 said while talking to the newsmen on Mar 6. Pradhan cited the Manorama Devi incident in Manipur and the recent Kakopathar incident as glaring instances of such 'atrocities'. 

News on 7th March '06
'Cong has failed to maintain law and order in KA':
Howraghat: The All India Central Council of Trade Union (AIC-CTU), Karbi Anglong district unit and Dokmoka Labour Union (DLU) have expressed serious concern over the on-going strike of the weekly market from Februbary 24, 2006 at different places like Bakulia, Dokmoka, Parokhowa, Dengaon, Samelangso, Dhentaghat, Langhin, Phuloni, Centre and Howraghat.

Parties intensify poll campaign in Golaghat LAC:

Merapani: With less than a month left for the Asom Assembly election, political parties including the AGP and the Congress have intensified their campaign in the 95 Golaghat LAC. The political parties have no stone unturned to woo the voters by a combination of promises and assurances in the rallies held at various places.

ABSU, AAKRSU meet on ensuing poll issues:

Kokrajhar: In a secret informal meeting, the ABSU and AAKRSU held a discussion regarding the forthcoming Assembly election in Kokrajhar on Mar 4 last. Though the vital points of the discussion was not known, the two student organizations discussed the present political scenario of the State and their possible stand to extend support to non-congress party. The ABSU president Rangwra Narzary and the AAKRSU leader Biswajit Ray discussed the political issues.

Will AGP be able to snatch Moran from Jibantara?

Dibrugarh: In the run up to the forthcoming Assembly polls, several leaders of the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) of the Moran Legislative Assembly constituency are in the queue for party ticket to contest the election from the prestigious Moran LAC. Four candidates of the party have been reportedly lobbying the high command and seeking the support of the party workers.

Poll fever grips Karbi Anglong; Paries urge voters to end Congress regime:

Howraghat: As the Assembly elections in the state draws near, various political parties have geared up election activities in Karbi Anglong. Getting into a strong revenge mood against the Congress (I), the Karbi Anglong Youth forum (KAYF) has declared its candidates for two constituencies. The two candidate are Hanuram Engti from No 18 Howraghat constituency and the other is Rupsing Kro from No 20 Baithalagso LAC. It may be mentioned that Hanuram Engti was the former president of the Karbi Students' Association (KSA). It is worthwhile to mentioned here that Engti was an active student leader who vowed to oust Congress, ASDC and CPI-ML from power in the hill district.

BTC officials under scrutiny over vehicle expenditure:

Kokrajhar: It is alleged that senior officers of Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) who are using only a single vehicle of the council have been drawing a greater sum of money in the name of maintaining vehicles than the executive members of the council who are maintaining two to four vehicles. Joint Secretary of BTC, Victor Carpenter occupies the top position among such officers.

Poll schedule catches Opposition on wrong foot in Jorhat:

Jorhat: The Opposition AGP is in a fix over the selection of its candidates for the forthcoming Assembly elections due in a month. Except for the Jorhat LAC, the selection process may not be smooth for Mariani and Titabor LAC. However, the former legislators from the regional party are likely to get tickets for Teok and Dergaon LACs. The BJP too, is in a state of non-preparedness. 

News on 6th March '06
'Caste, faith no criteria for tickets'; Digvijay goes Kalita line, says no chief ministerial candidate now:

Guwahati: Capping all speculations as to who would be the Congress' Chief Ministerial candidate, AICC general secretary and Asom incharge Digvijay Singh on Mar 5 said that the party would not project anyone as the Chief Ministerial candidate. "The Chief Minister will be decided by the elected legislators of the party after the election," Singh told a press conference.

700 tickets aspirants in Cong; party gets Rs 70 lakh as fees:

Guwahati: With barely three days left for the submission of nominations to start, as many as 700 Congress candidates submitted their applications seeking party tickets for the 126 Assembly seats. On Mar 5 was the last day for submission of applications. The applications added Rs 70 lakh to the party exchequer as each candidate had to deposit Rs 10,000 as application fees which is not refundable. Among the prominent leaders, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, Himanta Biswas Sarma, Rockybul Hussain, Dr Bhumidhar Barman, Robin Bordoloi and others submitted their applications.

AGP split to help Cong, says Shourie:

Guwahati: Former Union Minister and journalist Arun Shourie on Mar 5 said the AGP had drifted from its "projected" stand as a regional party and failed to address the aspirations of the people of Assam. He was referring to the reported electoral tie-up between the AGP and the Left parties. Talking to newsmen after releasing the BJP's 'Asom Vision 2020' on Mar 5, Shourie said, "The vertical split in the AGP will ultimately benefit the Congress".

Azmal on job to unite AGP factions:

Guwahati: Even as senior leaders of the NCP, AUDF and the CPI-M went into a huddle at the residence of senior NCP leader Purno A Sangma on Mar 5 evening, the formal tie-up between the parties is to be inked after a day or two. The CPI State leadership, significantly, stayed away from the all crucial meeting, even as the Central leaders of the four parties, in a meeting held at New Delhi on Mar 1, had agreed on principle to work together to form a broad-based non-Congress and non-BJP alliance ahead of the ensuing election. It is learnt that the State CPI unit is still to get the go-ahead signal from the party high command.

Brindabon no less guilty than Mahanta; AASU:

Guwahati: All Assam Students' Union (AASU) president Sankar Prasad Rai on Mar 5 said that AGP president Brindabon Goswami was equally guilty as AASU bete noire former Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta insofar as regionalism was concerned. Talking on the eve of AASU executive meeting at Gauhati University on Mar 6 and the delegates' meeting the day after, Rai said: "AGP president Brindabon Goswami is no less guilty than former Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta who is infamous for destroying regionalism in Asom". He added: "We will compel Mahanta to take political sanyas (exil) for the damage he has done to the Assamese society." Rai said: "We have no faiyh in the AGP as well. The party has to prove its loyalty to Assam and its people with action, not by promise.

Ex-AASU leaders join AGP(P):

Guwahati: The All Assam Students' Union (AASU) might have stepped up its offensive against AGP(P) president Prafulla Kumar Mahanta, but the former Chief Minister has succeeded to rope in a coterie of former leaders of the student body. In a major boost to the breakaway faction of the AGP ahead of the Assembly elections, two scores of former leaders of the AASU, ATASU and the AJYCP led by former AASU central vice president Budheswar Saikia on Mar 5 joined the party in presence of Mahanta at the party office at Ulubari. Besides former presidents and secretaries of All Nagaon Students' Union, former secretary of the Nagaon district committee of the All Tai Ahom Students' Union Swapan Barphukon and former vice president of Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuba Chatra Parishad, Nagaon unit, Babul Saikia were among those who formally joined the AGP(P) on Mar 5.

News on 5th March '06
CM identifies AGP as main contender:
Guwahati: Asom Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi identified the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) as the main contender in the ensuing Assembly election in the State. "Though tough fight from the BJP or other parties could not be ruled out in some LACs, our main contender will be the AGP," Gogoi said on Mar 3. When asked what he would like to remember as the major achievements during his five-year rule in the State, he said: "When I became the Chief Minister, the major challenges before me were the ailing fiscal health and the militancy problem in the State. While the fiscal situation in the State is back on the track, most of the rebel groups have come forward for talks, and for this the credit should go to the ruling party," he said, and added: "Even a layman will say that the law and order has improved a lot in the State. There is no secret killing in the State now as was the case during the rule of my predecessor. Of course some innocent people were killed during my regime were killed during my regime too, but we immediately identified the killers and took action. During the AGP rule, we only got bodies, knew nothing about the killers."

Doors open for alliance; AUDF;

Guwahati: The Asom United Democratic Front (AUDF) on Mar 3 said that its doors for an electoral alliance were open to all the parties except the Congress and the BJP. Addressing the press at the party office, AUDF general secretary Hafiz Bashir Ahmed Kasimi said that the Election Commission (EC) had registered the newly-formed party as Asom United Democratic Front. It may be mentioned that the party was floated with the name of United Democratic Front in October last year. But the EC objected to this name since there was already a party by this name in southern India and suggested adding the prefix Asom to it, he said.

AGP-Left parleys on in New Delhi:

Guwahati: Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) president Brindabon Goswami is in New Delhi straight from Hyderabad, where he, along with seven of his party colleagues, had a detailed discussion with Telegu Desam Party (TDP) president Chandrababu Naidu on the possible anti-Congress and anti-BJP alliance in Asom roping in the two Left parties, SP and the National Conference. During the five-hour-long discussion, Naidu, according to AGP general secretary Phanibhusan Choudhury, assured the AGP leadership of taking personal initiative on the formation of an alliance in Asom among the AGP, CPI, CPI-M, SP and the National Conference. "I will personally talk to the leaders of the two Left parties, the SP and the National Conference," Choudhury quoted Naidu as telling the AGP leadership.

PC Phukan new Upa-Lokayukta:

Guwahati: Justice (retired) Prabhat Chandra Phukan took over as the Upa-Lokayukta, Asom on Mar 3. The oath of office was administered to him by Chief Justice of Gauhati High Court B Sudarshan Reddy in a solemn function held at the Circuit House. Justice Phukan, after his retirement as a High Court judge, was working as the president of the State Consumer Forum, Asom. The post Upa-Lokayukta was lying vacant since March 1, 2003 after the retirement of justice DN Baruah from the post. This was stated by K Choudhury, Secretary-registrar. Justice Phukan has been appointed as the Upa-Lokayukta by a notification issued by the State Government o Feb 20 last.

Sangma; Mahanta keen to join hands:

Guwahati: AGP(P) presidnt Prafulla Kumar Mahanta is keen to be a part of an alliance primarily forged by the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP), Asom United Democraic Front (UDF), the CPI and the CPI-M. This was stated by NCP leader Purno A Sandma on Mar 3. However, the entry of the AGP (P) into the newly forged alliance hangs in balance till March 5, when the leaders of the four parties are scheduled to sit together I Guwahati to formalize the tie-up. 

News on 4th March '06
A month ahead of polls, AGP does U-turn:
Guwahati: Assam's main Opposition Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) has made a dramatic turnaround ahead of assembly elections next month by taking a pro-Hindu stand on the issue of illegal Bangladeshi immigrants. The AGP's linguistic minority cell in a statement said all Bangladeshi Hindus who had infiltrated into the region be treated as 'refugees' and they be rehabilitated properly by being granted land deeds by the government. "The condition of the Hindu Bangladeshi refugees settled in Assam is deplorable and the government should take steps to rehabilitate them properly and give them land pattas (deeds)," the statement said.

In Jorhat, hectic politicking starts:

Jorhat: The sudden announcement of the polling dates for the forthcoming Assembly elections in the State by the Election Commission has taken the political parties of all hues unawares. Most political parties have not even prepared the lists of their candidates or the 'surveys' of the constituencies. The party which has been hit hard by the announcement of the election dates is the ruling Congress.

Manipur dominate handball meet:

Guwahati: Players of Manipur on Mar 2 dominated in the second day of the Amulya Das East Zone Senior Handball Championship as they won the three matches played at the SAI Stadium on Mar 2.

Submit members' list; HC to ACA:

Guwahati: The Gauhati High Court on Mar 2 directed the Assam Cricket Association (ACA) to submit elected members of the Association to Abdul Matin within next 24 hours. The Court also deferred the next hearing till Mar 6.

BSNL beat Postal:

Guwahati: The Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) started their journey with winning note in the 19th Girish Chandra Goswami Memorial Inter Bank Cricket Tournament defeating the Union Bank of India by 66 runs in the inaugural match played at the Latasil Playground on Mar 2.

NEEDS cricket from Mar 3:

Guwahati: The North Eastern Enterpreneurship Development Society (NEEDS) is all set to organize the Late Uma Saran Bania Memorial Day-Night Cricket Tournament from Mar 3. 

News on 3rd March '06
State rolls up sleeves for polls:
Guwahati: With only about a month left for the first phase of the election which is scheduled for April 3 and the Election Code of Conduct in force, the State saw off the day with a flurry of activities not only in Dispur but also in all the other administrative centers. Not only this, various party offices were also seen working overtime after the announcement of the poll dates by the Election Commission of India on Mar 1. In fact, Chief Election Commissioner BB Tandon and Election Commissioners Navin Chawal and N Gopalaswami are scheduled to visit Asom on March 6 in order to assess the preparation of the poll-bound State. During their two-day visit, they will meet the political parties of Asom as well as senior Government officers at the circuit house in the city.

Cong not to project Gogoi as CM:

Guwahati: The Assam Pradesh Congress Committee, as least officially, is not projecting Tarun Gogoi as its next Chief Ministerial candidate even as it is all set to enter the electoral field by highlighting the 'success story' of the 5-year tenure of the present incumbent. APCC president Bhubaneswar Kalita has kept his mouth shut on the all-important matter on Mar 2 by saying that the question of projecting somebody as the Chief Ministerial candidate remains within the jurisdiction of the party high command. He was talking with the newsmen in a hurriedly-called press conference at the party headquarters on Mar 2 afternoon, following the announcement of the poll schedule.

AGP(P) likely to contest 85 seats:

Guwahati: With the announcement of the Assembly poll schedule, including that of Asom, the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) headquarter is at a loss since as many as eight leaders of the party are away in Hydrabad for, what they call, a crucial meeting with Telegu Desam Party (TDP) leader Chandrababu Naidu at a time when the parties in the State are literally racing against time to cope themselves up with the electioneering. The AGP team now in Hydrabad comprises Brindrabon Goswami, Phani Bhusan Choudhury, Birendra Prasad Baishya, Hitendranath Goswami, Sarbananda Sonowal, Dr Arun Sarma, Jagadish Bhuyan and Dilip Saikia. The main Opposition party in the State has not given the final shape of any formation or alliance which it will lead or of which it will be an ally.

ASDC splits announcement still awaited:

Guwahati: The Autonomous State Demand Committee (ASDC) has suffered a vertical split on the issue of tickets for the ensuing Assembly election in the State. According to ASDC sources, an announcement on the split is the only formality that is left.

BJP meet shifted from Guwahati:

Guwahati: The sudden announcement of the Asom Assembly election schedule has forced the BJP to shift the venue of its proposed national executive meeting, which was scheduled to be held at Guwahati from March 25 to March 27, to some other place which would be announced later, party sources said. Meanwhile, party's national general secretary and in-charge of Asom election Pramod Mahajan would arrive on Mar 3 with a hectic election schedule, sources added. He would asses the list of probable candidates, the sources said. It may be mentioned that Arun Souri is scheduled to arrive in the State on March 5 to publish the 'vision document' of the party.

Bangladesh, Thailand to expand trade with M'laya:

Guwahati: Thailand and Bangladesh have decided to undertake measures to expand trade ties with Meghalaya. A four-member delegation from Laitumkhrah Sport, Social and Cultural Club of Meghalaya has said that Sabi Haque, Information Officer of Export Promotion Bureue, Bangladesh in a meeting with at the ongoing 13th International Guwahati Trade Fair on Mar1, showed keen interest in this regard.

AR 'high-handedness' leads to security scare:
Jorhat: In a development which is seen as another glaring instance of lack of coordination between the security forces engaged in counter-insurgency operations and the Government machinery, a team of Assam Rifles jawans in their civvies picked up a youth from a business establishment near the Bhogdoi bridge on Feb 28 morning. The youth, Manjit Sahu, was later handed over to police at Gaurisagar in Sivasagar district. A rumour was doing the rounds that Sahu was kidnapped, and the administration and police here in a tizzy.

100 hurts, kids missing in Shivaratri stampede:

Sivasagar: At least 100 people were injured and scores of children were reported missing in a stampede at the Shivaratri fair in Sivasagar this afternoon. The stampede resulted after the crowd heard a bomb-like sound inside the fair field. Immediately after the deafening sound, some people shouted "bomb, bomb", creating a panic in the crowd. Most of the injured were women and children. On preliminary investigation, it has come to knowledge that the sound was that of a gas cylinder blast in one of the restaurants in the fair.

ABSU to intensify stir for 26-point charter of demands:

Kokrajhar: The All Bodo Students Union (ABSU) has intensified its agitation demanding separate directorate for Bodo medium schools with separate financial budget provision, provincialization of all recognized Bodo Medium LP, ME and HE schools, medical college, Central University, Engineering College in BTC area, branch office of SCERT at Kokrajhar, DIET in every district of BTC and implementation of BTC accord signed on Feb 10 2003 between the Government of India, Assam and BLT. The ABSU said that the State Government's apathy towards the Bodoland region in the matter of addressing the major issues was a stumbling block in the way of all-round development of the Bodo community.

Finally, Dispur decides to revamp Education Dept:
Guwahati: Better late than never. Faced with severe criticism from various quarters in the wake of the leakage of the HSLC General Mathematics question paper forcing the SEBA to postpone the paper, Dispur on Feb 27 decided to revamp the State Education Department to "ensure transparency and efficiency". The decision was taken at a Cabinet meeting , Government spokesperson Himanta Biswas Sarma told. ASEB Chairman Subhash Das will head a one-man commission to review the entire system and submit recommendations for the proposed revamp, Sarma said. Das has also been appointed as the Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education. Das has also been appointed as the Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education. A day after the leakage of the question paper, the State Government on Feb 26 directed the CID to inquire into "all aspect" of the leak and bring the culprits to the book within 15 days.

BJP 'chargesheet' against Cong:

Guwahati: BJP national general secretary and the party's Assam in-charge Pramod Mahajan formally released the 10-point 'chargesheet' against the Tarun Gogoi-led Congress Government on Feb 27. The BJP document has painted a grim picture of Assam affairs ranging from Bangladeshi infiltration to the economic scenario during the 5-year of Congress rule. "Assam has been ranked last amongst all Indian States in the poverty and reduction index, proper growth index and in the fastest economic growth index; No 18 in budget and prosperity among 20 States of the country; No 16 in investment and in the consumer market," the 'chargesheet' said referring to the survey.

AIYF for special status to Assam:

Guwahati: Holding the Centre responsible for the 'complete breakdown of Assam economy' the All India Youth Federation (AIYF) has demanded special constitutional status for the State. At a protest meeting in the city on Feb 27, the AIYF demanded establishment of a union form of government in Assam under Article 370 and 371(A) of the Constitutional status has become a must to solve the crippling socio-economic-political problems for the welfare of the State," AIYF State Secretary Jayanta Gogoi said.

Moosahary to be CIC:

Guwahati: Assam Governor Lt. Gen.(retd) Ajai Singh will administer the oath of office to outgoing Border Security Force (BSF) Director General Ranjit Sekhar Moosahary as the Chief Informantion Commissioner and Birendra kumar Gohain as the State Information Commissioner under the Right to Information Commissioner under the Right to Information Act on Feb 22 at the Raj Bhawan, sources said.

Six Additional Judges elevated as Judges:

Guwahati: Additional Judges Justice Hirendra Nath Sarma, Justice Brojendra Prasad Katakey, justice Anima Hazarika, Justice Alokbaran Pal, Justice Maibam Binoykumar Singh and Justice T Nandakumar Singh were on Feb 27 formally elevated as Judges of the Gauhati High Court. The swearing in ceremony was administered by Chief Justice B Sudershan Reddy.

Govt decides to do away with spelling of the Raj; It's Asom now, not Assam:

Jorhat/Dibrugarh: In a landmark decision, the State cabinet has on Feb 27 announced to change the spelling of Assam in English to Asom. While discussing on the matter this morning, the cabinet unanimously came to the conclusion that Asom has always been Asom but only twists in history had brought about the change in spelling. Although the English spelling of the State had been a matter of contention for some time, the Cabinet took a decision to hold a discussion on it following the article written by litterateur Chandra Prasad Saikia in a recent issue of the magazine Goriyasi. In the article Saikia advocate a change in the spelling and proposed Axom in place of Assam.

Sitting Cong MLAs facing the heat:

Rangiya: With barely two months left for the Assembly election in Assam, political parties along with their supporters have geared up the election tempo in No. 57 Rangiya LAC and No. 56 Kamalpur Lac in Rangiya subdivision. They have been organizing meetings and rallies in various places of the subdivision to woo the voters. Banners, posters, festoons, flags with symbols, etc., have flooded the entire subdivision creating and election festivity.

AGP submits memo to Chief Secretary:

Sarupathar: Sector A, B and C of Assam Nagaland border under Dhansiri subdivision have always remained a cause of concern and life-death question for thousands of Assamese citizens, a problem that has mysteriously been left unheeded by the Assam Government which has allegedly been very weak in this matter without having a clear-cut border policy. Of late, the situation in these areas has reportedly worsened with allegedly discriminatory attitude shown by the CRPF deployed there towards the helpless civilians belonging to Assam.

Lawyers notice to Govt, SEBA over paper leak:

Jorhat: Harin Mahanta, an advocated has given a lawyers notice to the Government of Assam and SEBA seeking Rs 1 crore compensation to student appearing for the HSLC examination for "mental harassment and misconduct of the examination" in the event of the question paper leak. "It is the moral duty of the controlling authority to bring before the examinees and the public the real position and fate of the examination," the notice reads. 

News on 2nd March '06
JMC foundation cancelled:
Jorhat: The two-day tour of Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi to his home district beginning on Mar 2 was cancelled in view of the Election Commission's announcement of the polling dates for the forthcoming Assembly elections in the State. The Chief Minister was scheduled to lay he foundation stone of the proposed medical college on Mar 2 morning. It may be mentioned here that the medical college will come up on the premises of the Jananayak Debeswar Sarmah Civil Hospital.

Govt violating SC directive, says AJM; 'Disqualify Gogoi, Mahanta from contesting polls':

Tinsukia: Asom Jana Mancha (AJM), a leading social organization of Tinsukia, has called upon the Election Commission to "disqualify" Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi and former Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta from contesting the Assembly elections due early April, for, what they called, violating the apex court directive. The Mancha, in a press statement, said that both Mahanta and Gogoi, in their tenure as Chief Ministers, have not followed the directives of the Supreme Court with regards to anti-insurgency operations.

Counterdown begins for Assembly polls:

Guwahati: Political parties in Assam on Mar 2 went into closed door meetings after the Election Commission announced dates for the Assembly polls. Elections to the 126-member legislature are to be held in two phases April 3 and April 10. The battle lines for the elections are already drawn, with the ruling Congress party taking on a fractured Opposition with its main rival begin the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP).

Gogoi dares Mahajan on B' deshi influx:
Guwahati: "Though the attempt to enter Asom from Bangladesh continues unabated yet infiltration into the State has come down drastically, and at present infiltration into the State is almost nil," is what Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi claimed on Mar 1. The decline in infiltration according to him, is also known to the All Assam Students' Union (AASU). He buttressed his claim by citing the 2001 Census statistics, which, according to him, showed that the growth of Muslim population in Asom was less than the national average. He, however, said that complacency had no room and the border along Bangladesh needed to be sealed with men and fence. Talking to newsmen in the city on Mar 1, Gogoi dared BJP general secretary and Asom election incharge Pramod Mahajan and said: "I will quit politics if Mahajan can prove his allegation that there has been massive infiltration from Bangladesh since 2001. He will have to quit politics if he can't prove his allegation with material evidence." 

News on 1st March '06
Parties taken aback:

Guwahati: Mar 1 announcement of Asom Assembly poll schedule has taken aback the political parties in the State. The Opposition camp said that they had little time to form a concrete pre-poll third alternative. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, while addressing a Youth Congress orientation camp on Mar 1 morning, said that it was anticipated that the election in Assam might be held in April-end or in the first week of May and that clearly showed that the anticipation of the ruling party was beyond the thinking of the Election Commission.

Opp racing against time for poll tie-up:

Guwahati: The CPI and the CPI-M have formally agreed in principal to work together with the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) and the United Democratic Front (UDF) for forging a broad-based alliance of the like-mined parties before the ensuing Asom Assembly election. A consensus in this regard has been reached in a high-level meeting of the four parties at the official residence of NCP MP Purno A Sangam at New Delhi this afternoon.

I want conciliation, not collision; Gogoi on ULFA:

Guwahati: Reacting to write Mamoni Raisom Goswami's statement at Kakopathar on Feb 28 that the United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) was willing for direct talks with the Centre, Asom Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Mar 1 said that it was, indeed, a welcome development. Talking to newsmen Gogoi said: "It's what the State Government exactly wants. Direct talks will erase misunderstanding between the rebel group and the Centre. If he group wants security arrangement for them, the Centre would definitely meet it, he said.

Moosahary sworn in as CIC, Gohain SIC:

Guwahati: Former DG of the Border Security Force (BSF) Ranjit Shekhar Moosahary and former Home Commissioner BK Gohain have been sworn in as the Chief Information Commissioner and State Information Commissioner respectively. The oath of office was given to them by Assam Governor Lt Gen (red.) Ajay Kumar Sigh at a function in Raj Bhavan on Mar 1. It may be mentioned that the two new designations have been instituted in compliance with the Right to Information Act. "Legally, the Commission has come into existence on Mar 1. But we have to work out its logistic effect," Moosahary said while speaking to the reporters after the ceremony. 

AGP raps Cong on amendment, SEBA:

Guwahati: Reiterating its opposition to the amendment to the Foreigners (Tribunal) Order, the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) on Mar 1 rued that the move had landed the State in the morass of uncertainty. "The step, which comes barely two months ahead of the elections, is an apparent bid to appease the minorities and a the same time clear the ground for a status quo for the illegal migrants who comprise a considerable bulk of the Congress vote bank," AGP president Brindabon Goswami said.

Budget against NE: Trade bodies, parties:
Guwahati: Finance Minister P Chidambaram's 'aam aadmi' Budget focusing on rural developmet, infrastructure and education has invited mixed reactions from various quarters, including trade bodies and organizations of the north-eastern region. While a hike of 18 per cent in fund allocation for the eight NE states, including Sikkim by Chidambaram, has been greeted with applause, the increase in Minimum Alternate Tax (MAT) from 7.5 per cent to 10 per cent has been objected as 'contrary to spirit of North East Industrial Policy (NEIP)'. Terming it as a 'neutral Budget', Federation of Industries and Commerce in the North Eastern Region (FINER) vice-president RS Joshi said that increase of MAT would hamper the small sector industries in the region. "Instead of removing the MAT as demanded by trade organizations, the Budget has increased it," Joshi regretted and stated that no specific importance has been given on border trade, riverine transport, etc. 

One killed, eight hurt in city blast:

Guwahati: A person was killed and eight others, including an unidentified women, sustained injuries when an explosive reportedly planted in a bicycle by militants at BG Yard at Bamunimaidam under Chandmari police station in the city went off at 6.45 p.m. on Feb 28. The deceased has been identified as Ajay Yadav, a truck driver of the locality. The injured are - Subudh Shah, Kishore Kumar, Dudhnath Roy, Nandallal Roy, Ramnath Roy, Rakesh Yadav, Bhola Roy and a woman, who is yet to be identified. All of them have shifted to a nursing home at Mathghoria and the GMCH. Three of them are stated to be critical.

Missing ULFA cadres; MoD pleads for more time:

Guwahati: The Minister of Defence on Feb 28 sought four weeks time from the Gauhati High Court to furnish the list of ULFA cadres, who were handed over by the Royal Bhutan Army (RBA) to the Indian Army during the Bhutan operation. The Ministry has sought the time before the Division Bench of Chief Justice of the High Court BS Reddy and Justice BB Kotoky following a directive from it on January 5 last to furnish the list of the 'missing' ULFA cadres. The court was acting on the case filed in the HC by Shyamali Gogoi alias Janayana Moran seeking to know the whereabouts of her husband Punara Dihingia alias Prakash Gogoi, Asanta Baghphukan, Bening Rabha, Robin Neog and other who went missing after the RBA operation.

Gogoi for CBI probe into Kakopathar firing:

Guwahati: Asom Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi Government has taken up the Kakopathar firing incident with the Centre for instituting a CBI probe into the incidents of protest and subsequent police firing which resulted in the killing of 11 people on Feb 10. "The Government wants a CBI probe to unravel the truth behind the incidents," Gogoi said in a press statement. In view of the latest decision, the Government revoked the decision to institute a judicial probe into the incidents, he said. The move assumes significance with Gogoi maintaining that the Opposition Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) had provoked the villagers of Kakopathar for the violent protest.


	

	

	[image: image1.png]





