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	News on 31st January '06
AGP; Governor's disposition may mislead Centre:

Guwahati: Assam Governor Lt. Gen. (retd) Ajai Singh has come in for another critical scrutiny and this time from the main Opposition in the State, Asom Gana Parishad. Ahead of the second round of talks between the Centre and the PCG slated for February 7, the AGP on Jan 30 expressed apprehension over the disposition of the Governor on the peace process which, it said, might "mislead the Centre". An AGP delegation comprising its general secretaries Birendra Prasad Baishya, Hitendranath Goswami and Dilip Kumar Saikia had called on the Governor this morning seeking his intervention in the recent incidents in the State 'where innocent civilians had been subjected to torture and harassment by security forces'. In a memorandum submitted to Singh, the AGP, alluding to a few incidents - attack on Hiten Neog of Jorhat, area of Nalbari youths in the city, gruesome killing of Prahlad Gowala, the Salakati killing and the Kamakhya incident - said that a sense of lawlessness has gripped the State. 

Solve all issues; Centre, ULFA urged:

Guwahati: Ahead of the second rounds of talks between the Centre and the ULFA - nominated Peoples Consultative Group (PCG) slated for February 7, more than 30 communities and student organizations, including some intellectual on Jan 30 appealed to the Centre, State government as well as the ULFA to solve all contention issues. At a mass rally organized by the Peoples Committee for Peace Initiative (PCG) at the Judges' Field here the organizations appealed to the Centre to include the contentious sovereignty issue, stop Army operation against the ULFA, release the jailed ULFA leaders, women and children of leaders in the talks in order to step up the process.

Opp gears up to grill Govt: 

Guwahati: The Opposition in the State Assembly is gearing itself up to 'avail the final opportunity' to nail down the Congress Government as the Budget Session of the State Assembly begins from February 1. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi will present the Vote on Accounts Budget 2006-07 during the session which will continue till February 8. Preparing for a 'final assault' Asom Gana Parishad president Brindabon Goswami said that his party would take the Congress to task in the House on matters of its 'failure on all fronts in the last years. "Corruption during the Congress tenure would too figure in the discussion," Goswami said. He is hopeful that the AGP-BJP-ASDC platform in the House would work together toward this end.

News on 30th January '06
ULFA wives seek peace with dignity:

Guwahati: The band of women 'warriors', who had once left their homes owing to their faith in the ideology of Ho Chi Minh and Che Guevera, now want peace to return to the State, and hope for concrete result from the ongoing peace negotiations with the Government and not some piecemeal outcome. Hema Hansipi alias Malini Ingtipi, Anima Devi, Shyamoli Gogoi, and Kabita Chakravorty, who were captured during the operation by the Bhutan Army against the ULFA and NDFB, unanimously voiced that the talks between the Centre and Peoples Consultative Group should not be jeopardized by any individual or group at this juncture.

Army takes over security charge of ONGC, Sivasagar:

Sivasagar: Five companies of the Army that had been sent in Sivasagar district at the request of Sivasagar District Administration (SDA) have taken security control of all ONGC installation, assets and pipelines. The Army deployed boosted the sagging morale of the ONGC in the wake of ULFA's extortion notice for Rs 500 crore from the ONGC. The Commission decided not to yield to the demand of the ULFA. As a result of this the ONGC installations' assets have become targets of the ULFA. The Sivasagar police has totally failed to cope with the situation. In such a situation SDA had no other alternative but to seek Army help. The way the Sivasagar police had been at a loss could be understood when they tried to minimize the explosive situation in the district by dubbing some bomb-explosion as accidental fire.

News on 29th January '06
CJI stresses on equality:

Guwahati: For sake of its social obligations, the legal fraternity of the country has to take the lead to establish social, economic and political equality as envisaged in the Article 14 of the Constitution, Chief Justice of India Justice YK Sabharwal said here on Jan 28. He was speaking at the Silver Jubilee Celebration of the All Assam Lawyers' Association here. Describing the judiciary and legal fraternity as the 'two wheels of the same charito', Justice Sabharwal said that the responsibility of the legal fraternity is to provide legal aid to those at the grass roots in order to uphold the law of the land. Expressing concern over the widening economic disparity, he appealed to the legal fraternity to maintain and preserve the faith of the people in them. SC justice HK Sema appealed to the Chief Justice of India to set up a high court for each of the NE States.

Schism in Congress over Amiya:

Guwahati: Repercussions have surfaced from within the Congress following reports that former AASU general secretary Amiya Kumar Bhuyan would be given the party ticket from Bihpuria constituency. Narayanpur block Congress president Kanak Koch and Bihpuria block Congress president Lakhikanta Hazarika, in a memorandum submitted to APCC president Bhubaneswar Kalita, on Jan 28 warned that such a step or even the induction of the 'controversial' student leader would be suicidal for the party. It may be mentioned here that during the recent visit of AICC poll observer to the State, there had been ruckus among Congress workers for poll tickets.

AGP smells a rat at Cong poll tactics:

Guwahati: The AGP on Jan 28 said that the beleaguered Congress, apprehending a possible defeat in the forthcoming Assembly polls, was contemplating "despicable tactics" to retain power. AGP president Brindabon Goswami said that in the wake of the failure of the ruling Congress to fulfil its election promises, the party has slipped into the bad books of a host of tribes and communities in the State. Exuding confidence that the AGP would come to power, Goswami said a new wave has set in the party and as such a many have come forward seeking party tickets to contest in the Assembly polls. 

News on 28th January '06
Release of jailed ULFA leaders; Govt sets term:

Guwahati: The Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) and the Government of Assam are about to ink an agreement on the former's security in the State with the formation of a battalion with its headquarters at Nazira. According to sources, the State Government has proposed that the name of the battalion should be Assam oil battalion. It may be mentioned here that the proposed agreement was almost reached last year but the two parties fell short of signing it. Now the Corporation is interested to sign the agreement in the aftermath of the issuance of a demand note of Rs 500 crore to it by the ULFA. In accordance with the proposed pact, the State Government will provide the manpower and the Corporation will bear the expenditure. According to sources, the State Government is ready to transfer its armed Home Guard personnel to man the proposed battalion. However, no such security measure has been initiated between the State Government and Oil India Limited (OIL)as yet. Sources further said that the State Government was to ready to release the jailed ULFA cadres on parole if the rebel group sat for direct talks with the Centre with or without accompanied by the PCG. The February 7 talks between the PCG and the Centre, sources said, would be without Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh and chief Minister Tarun Gogoi.

Clear clouds over missing ULFA leaders, says PCG:

Guwahati: The ongoing negotiation between the Centre and People's Consultative Group (PCG) may breakdown if the Government does not come up with a positive response regarding the release of the jailed and missing ULFA leaders during the second round of talks slated for February 7. This was stated by Lachit Bordoloi, member of PCG, while talking to newspersons in the city on Jan 27. Bordoloi further said that the issue of the missing and jailed ULFA leaders had been raised by PCG during the first round of talks. "We are expecting the Government to make its stand clear during the second round of talks," he said. On the other hand, Bordoloi said that it was the responsibility of the Government to find out the missing ultras if it considered them citizens of democratic India.

Five ASTC officers face suspension:

Guwahati: At least five senior officials of the Assam State Transport Corporation (ASTC) face suspension for their involvement in various anomalies in the department. Assam Transport Minister Anjan Dutta has asked the Managing Director of the ASTC to take stern action against the erring officials at the earliest, sources said. According to sources, the minister has taken expcetion to the misdeeds of Chief Engineer (A&T), the Controller of Stores and Assistant Engineer, Silchar Division, Divisional Manager, Guwahati division and the Special Officer & PS to MD, ASTC. Chief Engineer (A&T) has been pulled up for he has deviated from the laid down norms and purchased tyres, batteries and vehicle spares in excess ostensibly meant for Silchar Division without the requisition from DS, ASTC, Silchar. Moreover, these were purchased without the approval of the Purchase and Dispose Committee constituted by the Board concerned. The Controller of Stores and Assistant Engineer, Silchar Division, have been equally involved in this notorious act. The sources said that the minister is of the opinion that these officials should be suspended so that the official records cannot be tempered with during the inquiry and the excess expenditure made for the purchase should be recovered from their salaries.

News on 27th January '06
R-Day celebrations amid panic:

Tinsukia/Demow/Jorhat/Guwahati/Sivasagar: Panic gripped the entire State on the eve of the Republic Day celebrations as the banned ULFA exploded three more bombs since last night despite the heavy security arrangement in the State. Two suspension towers of the 132KV Margherita feeders double circuit tower line at West Mamoroni under Digboi police station were damaged following two successive explosions in the wee hours on Jan 25. One kg explosive, wires and a time watch were recovered by the police from the site. Demow township of Sivasagar district wore a deserted look with people keeping indoors most of the time, especially after an explosion - the third in three days - last night. The blast was detonated near a transformer at Rajmai, 4 km from Demow. Another IED was also recovered from the area. A late night report said that three platoons of Army have arrived in Sivasagar and two more are expected to reach by Jan 26. In major development in Jorhat last night, the police shot at and critically injured one Hiten Neog, resident of Rongdoi near Bahona Tiniali, during an operation against the ULFA. SP Surendra Kumar said that Neog had planted the bomb which exploded at Jorhat ASTC terminus on Jan 22. Meanwhile, 100-odd protesters gathered at the Sadar police station on Jan 25 shouting slogans against the alleged police atrocity on innocent citizens. The protesters contended that Neog, a paramedical practitioner, had been framed in the case. Already hit by the terror unleashed by the ULFA, a slew of agitational programmes launched by several organizations in support of their demands have made things worse for the Jorhat district administration. In another incident last night, a Hindi-speaking trader of Anandabag TE in Digboi, Thakur Gupta, was shot dead by suspected ULFA militants. Local residents of the TE took to streets on Jan 25 demanding a compensation of Rs 10 lakh to the kin of the victims and immediate arrest of the culprits. Informed sources said that the Army is keeping strong vigil over oil installations of Duliajan. Militants had blew up six oil and gas pipelines in the Digboi-Duliajan region since Jan 23. At least seven people have been killed and over 20 injured in a spree of violent activities unleashed by the ULFA since Jan 21.

News on 26th January '06
'Surrender first, then talk':

Guwahati: Affirming his personal faith in the carrot and strick philosophy, Governor of Assam Lt. Gen. (Retd) Ajay Singh on Jan 25 asserted that the banned outfit ULFA must first surrender their arms and come to the mainstream, and only then negotiations could follow. "They would be rehabilitated once they lay down their arms," said Singh while elucidating on his philosophy regarding the militants and at the same time making it clear that his personal philosophy should not be mistaken as a State policy statement. At a tete-a-tete with media persons over tea on the eve of Republic Day, Singh made a candid confession of his personal views on militancy. "A militant by taking up arms against the State has gone against the law, and so he must be treated in the line of law; he must be brought to book," he said.

AHRC seeks DGP report on arrests:

Guwahati: Pointing out that handcuffing of an arrested person by the police is prima facie violation of human rights, the AHRC has asked a detailed report from Assam DGP on the recent arrests of seven youths from Nalbari who had come for picnic in the city. It needs mention here that Television clippings and photographs in newspapers showed the youths being handcuffed and tied with ropes.

UPDS hopeful before talks with Centre:

Guwahati: The United Peoples Democratic Solidarity (UPDS) has said that it is hopeful of a fruitful outcome when it sits for the fifth round of talks with the Centre and the State Government at New Delhi on Jan 31. UPDS Publicity Secretary Tong-Eeh-Nongloda while talking on Jan 25 said that they were very hopeful of a positive result but at the same time feared that the discussions might not be fruitful. Sources said that this apprehension is the result of the State Government's lackadaisical attitude in giving shape to its assurance that the UPDS demands except that of the Statehood would be fulfilled. This assurance was given after the last round of talks which was held on June 30 2005.

News on 25th January '06
Orgy of ULFA violence continues; ULFA on blast spree as PCG meets:

Guwahati: Setting at naught New Delhi's invitation to the ULFA-designated People's Consultative Group (PCG) for the second round of talks and the subsequent appeal by peace mediator Dr Mamoni Raisom Goswami to shun violence, the banned outfit triggered explosions at various places in the State for the third consecutive day on Jan 24. Around the same time - 6.55p.m. - when the PCG went into a huddle at Dr Goswami's residence in Guwahati to deliberate on the modalities for the second round of talks with the PMO slated for February 7, an explosion rattled the Ganeshguri area in the city, less than a km from the State's seat of power, killing a person identified as Munin Das. Three others - Arup Kanangu, Ratul Sarma and Santosh Saha - also sustained injuries in the incident. All have been rushed to the GMCH. A powerful bomb went off at Demow Chariali, barely 500 yards from Demow police station in Sivasagar district around 6.45 a.m. minutes before the bomb squad, which was informed by a wayfarer after he had noticed a bag near a transformer, was to arrive. Three police personnel - DSP Hemanta Kumar Das, OC Sadananda Konwar and constable Niren Bora - sustained injuries while trying to defuse the bomb. Their condition was stable when reports last came in. Another blast took place at Japidhara, under Kakotibari PS in Sivasagar district, in the morning hours on Jan 24. However, there has been no casualty.

CEC refuses to budge on transfer directive:

Guwahati: The Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) has refused to reconsider the directive of transferring the engineers of various departments as urged by the Assam Government. The CEC, vide letter No 437/AS/1/06 dated Jan 23, has informed that the directive would stay as it is since engineers are always engaged in election duty. The Election Commission in its directive issued on Jan 4 had said that engineers and technical persons from departments, like PWD, Water Resource, Irrigation, PHE, P&RD etc. who had been stationed at one place for three years or more should be transferred before the forthcoming Assembly elections. The engineers had complained that they are only deputed to other place than their place of work for election duty and as this has been the practice they should not be transferred. Since 1996, engineers have been used in election duty as magistrates in the local limits of their jurisdiction. In the 2002 by-polls in Khumtai, for instance, the senior engineers of the district were engaged in duty as magistrates. It is common knowledge that the engineers are basically used to see the condition of the polling centers, electronic voting machines etc. across the country.

UC reviews law and order:

Guwahati: The Unified Command met on Jan 24 to review the counter insurgency operations and the overall security scenario in the State in the run up to the Republic Day celebrations. The meeting was chaired by State Chief Secretary S Kabilan and attended by Lt. Gen. HS Lidder GOC4 Corps, DN Dutta, DGP, SC Sharma, IGP Crpf and ML Choudhury, IG SSB.

News on 24th January '06
Gogoi & co. mum at camp Hyderabad:

Guwahati: After breaking a three-month long lull with a pipeline explosion in Dalgaon on Jan 15, the banned ULFA has stepped up its offensive since Saturday last, triggering serial explosions throughout the State, killing two persons and injuring several others. Eight days on and the State Government, for reasons best known to itself, has been maintaining a conspicuous silence even as almost all the State ministers, including Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, and APCC top brass are engrossed in the AICC plenary at Hyderabad.

Shukla; BJP ready to oust Congress:

Guwahati: Buoyed by the success of Jan 22 women's rally, national president of the BJP Mahila Morcha Ms Karuna Shukla on Jan 23 declared that the party has already blown its 'poll bugle' to install a BJP government at Dispur by ousting the Congress, which has 'indulged in rampant corruption, anomalies and appeasement of the illegal migrants from Bangladesh'. Shukla, an MP from Chhattisgarh, failed to attend the rally, reported to be the largest women's gathering in the State in recent times, due to late arrival of the Delhi flight. The BJP had managed to mobilized a massive gathering at the Veterinary College field at Khanapara which is a stone's throw away from the hill-top official residence of Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi.

It's a Congress plot; UDF on Azmal issue:

Guwahati: The United Democratic Front (UDF) has termed the ultimatum served by a section of Jamiat Ulama-e-Hind workers to its president Moulana Badruddin Azmal as a part of the Congress plot hatched to create 'confusion' and division among the minority community. "It is a desperate attempt of the Congress, which has gradually been losing its support base among the minorities, to undermine the growing popularity of the UDF," said Hafiz Rashid Ahmed Choudhury, UDF working president, while talking.

News on 23rd January '06
Serial blasts rattle State; ULFA punches holes in Assam security shield:

Guwahati: Barely ten minutes after IGP (SB) Khagen Sarma claimed that the situation in the State was normal, the outlawed ULFA on Jan 22 triggered serial explosions throughout the State apparently targeting security personnel and gas pipelines. On Jan 22 strikes by the rebel group have proved beyond doubt that the Republic Day security arrangement in the poll-bound State is not as tight as claimed by the State police administration.

'Congress out to negate SC verdict on IM(DT)':

Guwahati: After the AGP and Congress, the BJP on Jan 22 sounded the poll bugle as senior party leader and former Union minister Sushma Swaraj lashed out at the Congress Government in the State for, what she called, appeasing the infiltrators from Bangladesh. Addressing a mammoth gathering - Mahila Jagriti Samaroh - as the party called it, Swaraj rued: "Instead of honouring the Supreme Court verdict on the IM (DT) Act, the Congress is opposing it. The Government has formed the Group Minister (GoM) with the sole intention to nullify the apex court's verdict on the Act'. Swaraj raked up the foreign origin of Congress president Sonia Gandhi alleging that the BJP's opposition to her becoming the Prime Minister was vindicated by her 'involvement in the Quattrocchi case.' "When everything is normal it is fine, but when there is a clash of interest between two countries it is the blood that prevails over others," she said. The BJP MP said that when she had first raised the matter that a person of foreign origin could not become the country's Prime Minister many people, including the media, opposed it but her apprehension had come true now. She said that Quattrocchi was only one of the many cases which had shown that the Congress was a corrupt party as was proved in the Iraqi oil scam and the KGB funding issue. "Don't vote for a party the leader of which is of a foreign origin," the firebrand leader of the BJP appealed to the people.

SPG detains Rahul 'fan' Rekibuddin, releases:

Guwahati: Amidst high drama, the demand for Rahul Gandhi be given a 'high responsibility' in the Congress party gained momentum at the party's Plenary session here on Jan 22 with senior ministers and leaders endorsing it. The day started with a worker creating a commotion when he attempted to lunge towards the dais with his demand that Rahul Gandhi be asked to sit on the dais and be given a position in the party hierarchy. According to reports, Assam Pradesh Youth Congress (APYC) president Rekibuddin Ahmed was detained by the SPG when he, along some other youths, started to shout slogans in support of inclusion of Rahul Gandhi as the general secretary of the AICC, and attempted to lunge towards the dais. Rekibuddin was, however, released and handed over to the Congress Seva Dal by the SPG later.

News on 22nd January '06
Samujjal spits fire on Paswan:

Guwahati: The Assam Students' Union (AASU) on Jan 21 spat on LJP supreme and Union Minister of State for Chemicals, Fertilizer and Steel Ram Vilas Paswan for his comment in a UMF convention in the city on Jan 20 that the minorities in Assam must be given legal safeguard and the Centre ought to act soon on its own towards that end. AASU advisor Saujjal Bhattacharyya warned Paswan that he would have to face the ire of the AASU and the people of Assam if he did not change his stand on the IM (DT) Act, an Act abrogated by the Supreme Court of India taking the threat it posed to the national security into account. "The apex court abrogated the IM (DT) Act thinking that the Act was a serious threat to the security of the nation, and hence 'counselling' by a Union minister for an alternative to the IM (DT) Act is tantamount to comprising with the national security. Paswan has to be punished for this comment," the AASU leader said, adding that his comment is an insult to the people of Assam. "If Paswan is so caring for the Bangladeshis, why doesn't he take the Bangladeshis staying illegally in Assam to Bihar?" Bhattacharyya questioned.

Paswan; Gas Cracker got Cabinet push:

Guwahati: Union Minister of Chemicals, Fertilizers and Steel Ram Vilas Paswan on Jan 21 said that the Central Cabinet has proposed the Draft Cabinet Note of the Rs 5,460 crore Gas Cracker Project as recommended by the Public Investment Board (PIB). Addressing a press meet here on Jan 21 Paswan said, "The government has identified Gas Authority of India Limited (GAIL) as the lead promoter of the project which will have an Ethylene capacity of 3 lakh tones per annum." He also said that the Brahmaputra Valley Fertilizer Corporation Ltd, Namrup unit had recorded a net profit of Rs 22.54 crore during the financial year 2004-05 as against loss of Rs. 44.17 crore during 2003-2004.

AGM to be held on date:

Guwahati: The Guwahati High Court in an interim order has barred the Assam Cricket Association (ACA) from effecting the results of the Association's election, if held in its AGM scheduled for Jan 23 at Karimganj, unit January 27 when the next hearing of the case will be held. The interim order was given on the case filed by ACA vice president Kamala Kalita and secretary of the Mangaldoi DSA Pradeep Talukdar seeking a stay on the AGM.

Delay in deemed varsity status to Cotton; Principal under scanner:

Guwahati: it is turning out to be a one-man show in Cotton College as far as the issue of deemed university status to one of the premier institutes of higher education in the North-east is concerned. The one man who has allegedly defied the higher authorities and delayed the upgradation of the historical college is none other than its principal Udayaditya Bharali. The issue of a deemed university status for Cotton College has been hanging fire for more than a year owing to the absence of a pro-active approach by the college authorities as well as the State government despite the UGC's positive stand on the matter.

News on 21st January '06
Grenade attack in city:

Guwahati: Suspected ULFA militants detonated a grenade in front of the Guwahati Refinery main gate - just adjacent to Noonmati Police Station - around 6.45 p.m. on Jan 20 injuring three CISF personal and two civilians. The injured - SI Gopal Chandra Mandol, Constables Pankaj Kumar and Bipul Dey, refinery employee Jogendranath Baisya and contractor Anjan Mahanta - have been admitted to hospital.

Osmani adamant; UMF for IM (DT) Act alternative; Paswan out to woo Assam minorities:

Guwahati: When delegates of the United Minority Front (UMF) from 13 districts assembled at Rabindra Bhavan on Jan 20 for the special convention the limelight was on the would-be resolutions of the new committee. But the unexpected presence of 'defiant' Congress MP AF Golam Osmani and Lok Janshakti Party president and Union Minister of State for Chemical, Fertilizer and Steel Ram Bilas Paswan at the meet pushed them to the back seat. Osmani, who was slated to leave for Hyderabad later on Jan 20 to attend the Congress plenary session, reiterated his stance regarding his resignation from the Congress. "Just ten more days are left for the party high command to decide on my conditions and if it fails, I have no option but to come back to the UMF fold," he said, adding that he rejected a berth offered by the AICC in the Union Cabinet. Alluding to his meeting with Congress chief Sonia Gandhi, Osmani said that the Congress high command had assured that Tarun Gogoi would not be projected as the Chief Ministerial candidate in the forthcoming election.

ACA set for AGM amid hiccups:

Guwahati: Even as the legal battle on the ACA AGM is not yet over, members of the Association are ready to take part in the governing body and annual general meetings (AGM), slated on Jan 21 and Jan 22. Meanwhile, yet another case has been filed in the High Court by ACA's former secretary Abdul Matin against his expulsion his expulsion from the Association. 

Set up 'Look East' policy admin center in NE; NESO:

Guwahati: The North-East Students' Organization (NESO) and the All Assam Students' Union (AASU) on Jan 20 issued a stern warning to the Centre that they would start a vigorous agitation in the region if the latter succumbed to the pressure of an anti-Northeast lobby which was working overtime to make Kolkata the 'administrative centre' of the Centre's 'Look East' policy for trade with ASEAN countries depriving Guwahati. In no uncertain terms, the two student bodies also made it clear to the Centre that they wanted the headquarters of the tea companies operating in Assam to be shifted to Guwahati from Kolkata, a promise which the Congress had made in its last Assam Assembly election manifesto, without delay. They also asked the Assam Government to publish a white paper on steps it had taken during its nearly five-year tenure to get the headquarters of tea companies shifted from Kolkata to Guwahati.

News on 20th January '06
Jamiat ultimatum to Azmal:

Guwahati: In an apparent show of revolt a section of Jamiat Ulama-e-Hind workers in the State has on Jan 19 served a 15-day ultimatum to Moulana Badruddin Azmal to quit as Jamiat's president if he does not give up the president ship of the United Democratic Front (UDF). So much so that they have threatened to reconstitute the State Jamiat and authorize Moulana Abdul Jalil Ragibi, Seikh Moulana Ataur Rahman and Moulana Hamid to take necessary steps toward this direction. A resolution in this regard was adopted unanimously in the special workers' meet of the All Assam non-political Jamiat held at Rabindra Bhavan here this afternoon. Hundreds of members from all over the State attended the meeting, presided over by Moulana Mufti Mohammad Ali.

Now, GSA moves court against State cricket association:

Guwahati: The Assam Cricket Association (ACA) had to deal with another blow as one of its affiliated units, Guwahati Sports Association (GSA), on Jan 19 moved the civil court challenging the legitimacy of the date of the Annual General Meeting (AGM). It may be mentioned here that two of ACA's senior members had moved the High Court on the same issue on Jan 18. Sources in the GSA said that they had appealed to the ACA to postpone the meeting as the date had not been fixed in a proper manner. "Since the appeal was ruled out, the GSA decided to take the matter to the court," the sources said.

Atul Bora sets deadline for Brindabon Goswami:

Guwahati: TGT secretary general Atul Bora and president Pulakesh Baruah on Jan 19 said that AGP president Brindabon Goswami seemed to be not interested in the AGP-TGP merger. Talking to newsmen on Jan 19, they said that the process for alliance between the TGP and the AGP was also very slow. "We will wait till mid-February. If the move fails, we will think for alternatives. If the situation demands, we may merge with the prafulla Kumar Mahanta-led AGP(P)".

News on 19th January '06
Talks not to suffer since extortion by militants is not unusual; Mamoni; Demand note is ULFA's; IGP (SB):

Guwahati: IGP (SB) Khagen Sarma has on Jan 18 confirmed that the Rs 500-crore demand note received by the ONGC Assam Asset is of the United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA). Talking on Jan 18, the IGP said: "During technical examination it has been found that the demand note is of the ULFA. Had the demand note not been served by the ULFA the rebel group would have issued a denial as soon as the news was published by the media, but it hasn't yet." He, however, added: "Of course, it isn't difficult to produce a replica of the letter pad of any organization nowadays." Meanwhile, noted writer Mamoni Raisom Goswami, talking on Jan 18 said: "Since the ULFA has neither admitted nor denied the issuance of the demand note to the ONGC, it is too early to draw the conclusion on the authenticity of the letter. Be that as it may, the demand note to the ONGC will not hamper the peace process since extortion by militants is not unusual." The ONGC and other public sector undertakings operating in the State have been kept under security shields, he said, adding that the local SPs would tighten security measures in their respective areas if there were any lose ends.

Call of unity for Left in Assam:

Guwahati: CPI-M politburo member and the party's in-charge in Assam Biman Basu said the Left parties, despite their slender presence in the State, can play a big role as a consolidated force in forthcoming Assembly election in the State. The party, in its two-day State executive meeting here, has decided to concentrate on, what it said, the urgent task to unite the Left forces to keep the Congress as well as the BJP away from power at Dispur. "The unity of Left parties, which are enjoying people's support in their respective working areas, has to be consolidated first before exploring the possibility of an alternative secular and democratic platform of the like-minded parties. Talks are already on in this direction," he said. He hopes that a clear picture will emerge by the middle of February.

Dispur for change in tea marketing:

Guwahati: In a bid to revive the tea industry of the State, Dispur has sought amendment to the Tea Marketing Control Order (TMCO). Official sources said that Dispur was mooting the idea of selling all the tea produced in Assam through the auction centers. Besides, it felt that the Tea Board of India should market Assam brand tea internationally, the sources added.

Anti-bandh campaign launched:

Guwahati: With an objective to raise public voice against the bandh culture in the State, the newly-formed Bandh Virodhi Abhijan Samity has launched a month-long awareness campaign programme. The Samity has appealed to all people to defy bandhs trough advertisement in the print media and by distribution of leaflets.

News on 18th January '06
Why did Government act late? ULFA 'notice' to ONGC: IGP (SB) to verify authenticity:

Guwahati: Assam government has entrusted IGP (SB) Khagen Sarma to verify the authenticity of the Rs 500-crore demand note reported to have been issued by the United Liberation front of Asom (ULFA) to the ONGC) recently even as the State Government has put a security shield in place around all ONGC installations in the State and officials manning them. The State Government acted only after the report of 'ULFA notice' to the ONGC had been published in the press even though it had been informed of the development by the Corporation soon after receiving the demand note. Now the question which baffles every right-thinking people in the State is "why did not the State Government act as soon as it was informed of the 'ULFA demand's note' by the ONGC?

'Govt to help traditional arts and crafts withstand competition threat'; Manmohan inaugurates Silpagram:

Guwahati: Prime Minister Manmohan Singh on Jan 17 inaugurated the Shilpagram or artisans' village at Panjabari, set up by the North East Zone Cultural Centre (NEZCC) under the aegis of the Ministry of Culture, Government of India. Speaking on the occasion, Manmohan Singh lavishly praised the unique and colourful culture of the region, and said that the traditional arts and crafts of the North-east had immense potentialities for employment generation, and if properly harnessed, the traditional crafts would improve the economic condition of the people in the region.

Palasbari SOS to PM:

Guwahati: The people of Palasbari have demanded a permanent solution to the devastating erosion caused by the river Brahmaputra and survey of the erosion-hit landless people and to make necessary arrangement for allotment of land to the landless. A memorandum in this regard was submitted to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh by Palasbari Bachao Andolan on Jan 17.

EC mulls on-camera polling:

Guwahati: Much in lines with the policy it adopted in Bihar elections, the Election Commission has been deliberating on ways to ensure free-and-fair polling in Assam too. In Bihar Assembly elections, photographs of voters were taken at the polling booths- a move that accounted for a considerable decline in the instances of rigging. Election Commission sources indicated that in Assam too the Commission sources indicated that in Assam too the Commission was mulling for an on-camera polling even though the situation in the two States were not alike. The EC was analyzing the ground situation before finalizing the move, the sources added.

Thrust for State as 'notified area':

Guwahati: The State Government has been pushing hard to convince the Centre to declare Assam a 'notified area' to ensure overall industrial growth, the government sources said. Dispur has also advocated for an extension of North East Industrial Policy (NEIP) for another 10 years in a modified form, as the terms of the existing policy would expire in December, 2007, the sources added. The State Government is of the view that after the same incentives as given in the NEIP, announced in 1997, have been extended to other States like Himachal Pradesh, Uttaranchal and Jammu and Kashmir, the investment in Assam has dried up. There is thus a need to make 'policy corrections' in the NEIP to make the region a viable and competitive investment destination, the sources said. 

News on 17th January '06
Central employees to go on strike from March 1:

Guwahati: Over 35 lakh Central Government employees including Railway workers will go on a nation-wide indefinite general strike from March 1 in protest against the 'refusal of the Centre to set up Sixth Central Pay Commission and settle other long-pending demands'. The decision to this effect was taken at a meeting of Joint Council of Action (JCA), constituent organizations of National Council and Joint Consultative Machinery on Jan 15. The meeting also decided to serve strike notice to the respective managements on Feb 7, while all the constituent organizations will observe a nation-wide protest day on Feb 23, NF Railway Mazdoor Union general secretary B Mukherjee said in a statement.

No induction into AGP(P) on poll eve: Mahanta

Guwahati: The AGP (P) on Jan 16 indicated that if 'disgruntled' members of any other political party, including the AGP, wished to join the party, it was high time. AGP(P) president PK Mahanta said that it might not be possible to induct members of other parties on the eve of the elections. The party is yet to finalize on the seats it would contest, even as the process of selection of candidates have already started.

PM talks development:

Guwahati: "Problems of the people of Assam and their aspirations along with the economic development of the State are of utmost importance to me", Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh said here on Jan 16. Addressing a press conference in the city in the evening on Jan 1, Dr Singh said that the door was open for 'anyone who wanted peace' and added that the peace process with the ULFA was on track. "We already said we had no precondition for talks with the ULFA. The discussion with the PCG was good and we will sit again soon", he added.

KK Handique award given away:

Guwahati: Terming Sanskrit as the 'soul of India' Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh on Jan 16 said that any attempt to understand and learn this magnificent of mankind deserved a appreciation. Giving away the Krishna Kanta Handique Memorial Award 2005 to renowned international Sanskrit scholar Prof. Ram Karan Sharma here on Jan 16 at the Judges' Field here, Dr Singh said that Prof. Sharma represented the academic commitment and scholarly of Prof. Handique.

New idea on IM(DT) soon: Manmohan

Guwahati: Amid reports that the Congress was mulling for an alternative for the IM(DT) to appease the minorities in the State, Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh on Jan 16 said that the Group of Ministers (GoM), which was constituted to study the scrapping of the controversial Act, would "come up with a new idea in a few days".

Govt for talks, ATTSA adamant:

Guwahati: In spite of the State Government's stance for negotiations, the Assam Tea Tribes Students' Association (ATTSA) on Jan 16 came out with a new demand for early announcement of a Rs 100-crore welfare package for the tea community. "The students body is going to place the demand formally before the State Government soon", ATTSA president Prahlad Gowala told.

Debojit in mega final:

Guwahati: Putting an end to all speculation, Debojit Saha of Assam has secured his position among the top three finalists of the Mega Final of ZEE TV Sa-Re-Ga-Ma-Pa, Challenge 2005. During the recording of Mega Final episode, Debojit got the highest public vote on Jan 16 and secured first position among the best three. It is to be mentioned here that speculations were aired about the fate to Debojit in the contest following the walkout by his mentor Ismail Darbar from the stage.

News on 16th January '06
Polls: Triangular contest on the cards:

Guwahati: As far as poll alliance is concerned, the next two weeks might turn out to be crucial as parleys among various political parties for a possible tie-up have entered the final stage, and it is very likely that the picture would be clear in a fortnight. While all the negotiations are still under the wraps, political pundits here have portrayed a triangular contest in the Assembly elections. Studded with voices of dissents from within party, the restive Congress house has ostensibly passed the baton to the party high command to clear off all inhibitions. Ticket demands from the Youth Congress and the Women's wing have only made things worse. The party's three-day central body meet from January 21 assumes significance from this point of view.

ULFA rubbishes media report: 

Guwahati: The proscribed ULFA on Jan 15th rubbished the Centre's reported statement published in a section of the press that no talks were possible without the ceasefire being announced by the outfit. ULFA chairman Arabinda Rajkhowa, in the outfit's mouthpiece, Freedom, dismissed recent media reports that the Home Ministry had taken a firm stand that the outfit must exclude the sovereignty issue from the talks agenda.

CPM: No final decision on tie-up with AGP(P): 

Guwahati: The CPI-M is yet to finalize its decision on poll alliance with the AGP-P and other like-minded parties, said Uddhab Barman, general secretary of the party's State Council. The three-day crucial meeting of the CPI-M State executive started on Jan 15th in presence of West Bengal Left Front chairman and politburo member of the party Biman Bose. He is here to asses the poll scenario in the State. 

Transfers cripple Administration machinery: 

Guwahati: The Administration in the State has come to a virtual halt with the government, as per an Election Commission directive, effecting mass transfers of gazetted officers posted in the same place for more than three years as well as those working in the home districts. As the Election Commission ordered the issuance of all transfer orders by January 20 and implementation of the same by January 31, functioning in government offices have come to a standstill. 

News on 15th January '06
Lease of life for BTPS:

Kokrajhar: Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh is going to lay the foundation stone of the 500 MW new NTPC plant at BTPS complex at Salakati in Kokrajhar district on Jan 16th. The decision of the Union Power Ministry to set up the power plant at the BTPS complex is the outcome of tremendous pressure from various organizations, under the Joint Coordination Committee for Revival of BTPS, towards that end. The BTPS stopped power generation four years back. 

Sarbananda: Extend 4-lane National Highway to Ledo-Jairampur: 

Dibrugarh: The four-lane National Highway, which is supposed to be built up to Dibrugarh, should be further extended to Ledo-Jairampur in the industrial district of Tinsukia. This was one of the demands made in memorandum submitted to the Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh by Dibrugarh MP Sarbananda Sonowal in New Delhi on Jan 13th.

News on 14th January '06
Candidate selection after Feb 19; Bora:

Guwahati: The selection of poll candidates and campaigns of the BJP will be started only after February 19 when all the four parivartan yatras of the party from Sadiya, Jonai, Dhubri and Badarpur will culminate in the city to hold an election rally.

Teacher recruitment panels formed: 

Guwahati: The State Government has constituted district-level selection committees for the recruitments of teachers of various categories in primary and ME schools. This was stated by Minister of Panchayat, Rural Development and Primary Education, Ripun Bora on Jan 13th.Bora said the committees will select competent teachers for the vacant posts as per the amended Assam Primary Education (Provincialised) Act, 2005. 

News on 13th January '06
Gogoi chants performance mantra:

Chances of win main criterion for selection; some MLAs may not get tickets:

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on January 12th made it clear that the Congress mantras for the ensuing Assembly election in the State would be - selection of right candidates and the right poll issue. By the words right candidates Gogoi means candidates with maximum chances of success in the battle of ballots, and by the right poll issue he means highlighting the performance of his government during its five-years tenure. 

AGP(P) to be without symbol till March-end:

Mahanta applies for agrarian symbol:

Guwahati: In what is seen as a major setback for the newly-formed AGP(P) ahead of the Assembly election in the State, the Election Commission on Jan 12th is understood to have sought sixty days' time for the registration procedures and issuance of symbol to the party. 

Unity is the key, says Brindabon:

Guwahati: Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) president Brindabon Goswami on Jan 12th said that unity within the party will be the key to topple the Congress Government in the forthcoming election. Stating that although there are more than one aspirant in each and every constituency only one would get the party ticket, Goswami urged all the party workers to remain united even if their leaders did not get tickets. He added that this is very necessary in order to defeat the Congress candidates.

News on 12th January '06
BJP won't allow Congress move; Mahajan:

Guwahati: The IM (DT) Act has gone forever and the Congress should refrain from resurrecting its ghost. This was stated by BJP general secretary and the party's in-charge for Assam election Pramod Mahajan in an obvious reference to the Congress move to amend the Foreigners' Act. Mahajan made it clear that his party would oppose the move tooth and nail in and outside Parliament. On the other hand, while Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Jan 10 confirmed that discussion is on for a minor amendment to the Foreigners' Act, the influential All Assam Students' Union (AASU) has threatened that any move to protect illegal migrants would push Assam into a turmoil. Addressing a meet on Jan 10, Mahajan, while citing the example of the Supreme Court's rejection of 5 per cent reservation for Muslims in Andhra Pradesh and Aligarh Muslim University, said the reported amendment move is a part of the Congress' minority community appeasement policy.

GMC polls held despite High Court stay:

Guwahati: In spite of the stay order issued by the Guwahati High Court against the election of the Mayor and the Deputy Mayor of Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC), polling for the civic body was held on Jan 10 amidst indefinite strikes by the employees' union. Gunabati Terong (Congress) and Jayanta Boro (BJP) contested for the Mayor's seat while for the Deputy Mayor Dipankar Ghosh (Congress) and Neelima Bordoloi (BJP) were in the fray. Mayor Nilakshi Talukdar informed The Sentinel that counting would be done after the High Court hearing on Jan 16.

BJP mulls parivartan yatras:

Guwahati: If it is sankalpa (promise) for Congress, the BJP has chalked out parivartan (change) as their key word for the election. This was disclosed by BJP general secretary and the party's Assam in-charge Pramod Mahajan here on Jan 10 in a meeting. Mahajan had a day-long meeting with the core committee and the office-bearers of the State BJP unit here on Jan 9. Four separate parivartan yatras will start from four different corners of the State in the first week of February which will culminate in Guwahati on February 18 evening, he said. The yatras will be followed by a rally here which will be attended by BJP president Rajnath Singh among other central leaders of the party, he added.

UPDS publicity secretary in police net:

Guwahati: CRPF personnel last night picked up UPDS publicity secretary Tongeeh Nongloda from Dilai for reportedly carrying a 9mm pistol. An FIR has been lodged against Nongloda with Bokajan police station where h has been detained. Meanwhile, UPDS join secretary Ozaru Mukrang on Jan 10 told The Sentinel that 20 members of the outfit had been allowed to carry arms after the ceasefire. "Later, we requested the government to issue the order to four more cadres and the SB Headquarters gave the green signal for it, although the licenses have not been issued as yet," Mukrang said, adding that Nongloda was among the quadrant "permitted" by the SB to carry arms.

PM visit:

Guwahati: Prime Minister Manmohan Singh is scheduled to arrive in Guwahati on January 16. Office sources said that Singh would inaugurate the newly-constructed Deshbhakta Tarun Ram Phukan Indoor Stadium at the RG Baruah Sports Complex on January 17. He will also address a congress workers' convention at Rabindra Bhavan.

Rekha pushed back as Probin joins AGP:

Guwahati: Much in line with speculations, former AASU president Probin Boro on Jan 11 formally joined the AGP along with over five scores of supporters at the party office in presence of party president Brindabon Goswami and other senior leaders. Though Boro's joining injected a fresh dose of motivation to the AGP, yet all is not well in the party, as far as the Boroma LAC in concerned. "Boroma is my birth place and I will be comfortable to contest from the seat," the former AASU leader told reporters after the meeting, adding, "To seek tickets is the right of party members".

NF Railway denies potato & onion merchant body's allegation; Of potatoes, onion & the unscrupulous lot:

Guwahati: NF Railway, while reacting to the allegations made by Vinod Jain, secretary, Guwahati Potato and Onion Merchants' Association, that the Railways were responsible for the hike in price of onion during this festive season, said that a section of unscrupulous traders were desirous of creating a situation of artificial scarcity of potatoes and onions around this festive season, said that a section of unscrupulous traders were desirous of creating a situation of artificial scarcity of potatoes and onions around this festive season by deliberately delaying the unloading of their goods at Changsiri railway terminal. According to railway officials, some traders always slowed the unloading of their goods at the times of natural calamities like floods and during the festival seasons so as to create artificial crisis.

Imam talks harmony:

Guwahati: Guwahati on Jan 11 wore a festive and colourful look as Id-Uz-Zuha was celebrated with much gaiety and fervour. In spite of the dipping mercury reading, thousands thronged various idgahs for namaz. More than 5,000 people, including children in colourful attire, thronged the Machkhowa Idgah Maidan and offered prayers. People also offered prayers in the idgaha of Hatigaon, Lakhtokia, Adabari, Garigaon etc., and distributed sweets and exchanged greetings. "May the Almighty bring peace and promote brotherhood among various communities in the State," said the Imam of Machkhowa Idgah after the prayer.

News on 11th January '06
Mahajan begins Assam tour:
Guwahati: The Assam BJP on Jan 9 formally began its preparatory activities for the ensuing Assembly election with national general secretary and Assam in-charge Pramod Mahajan arriving in the city for a crucial tour. Mahajan was apprised of the latest political situation in the State by members of the core committee. Sources said that on Jan 9 meeting the party broached the idea of a possible alliance although no party leader was ready to confirm it.

Government shuffles cops on poll eve:

Guwahati: As per the directive of the Election Commission, the State Government has approved the transfer of 906 odd police personnel at the sub-inspector level in the State ahead of the forthcoming Assembly elections. Official sources said that the orders in this regard would soon be issued. According to the Election Commission directive, in view of the forthcoming election, the personnel serving at the same stations for over three years as well as those posted in their home districts should be transferred to other places. More transferred to other places. More transfers at higher level of the State police are also on the cards, sources hinted.

Probin to join AGP tomorrow; Brindabon in a fix over two Boros:

Guwahati: It could not have been more awkward for the AGP leadership than this. On one hand, it has Asom Mahila Parishad president and two-time MLA Rekharani Das Boro and on the other it has former AASU president Probin Boro - both staking claim to contest the ensuing Assembly election from the Boroma LAC. The single largest Opposition party cannot afford to overlook Rekharani's base in the LAC nor can it disregard the former AASU chief - an organization for which it always had a soft corner.

Transfer officials, SEC tells Government:

Guwahati: State Chief Election Officer JP Prakash has on Jan 9 asked the government to transfer the officers serving in their home districts or in any district for more than three years in the same capacities. At a meeting with the commissioners of various departments on Jan 9, Prakash informed than that the request was made as per the guidelines of the Election commission of India. On the other hand, according to sources, the directive of the Election Officer caused unhappiness amongst a section of the engineers and SDOs of the technical departments as they have little to do with the election process. The Chief Minister was informed of the reaction of the technical personnel. The Chief Minister assured the technical staff of looking into the matter. 

PCC admits AICC move; Foreigners Act 'amendment':

Guwahati: At last the Assam Pradesh Congress Committee has admitted All India Congress Committee's move to amend the Clause 3 of the Foreigners' Act to ensure, what it calls, legal safeguard for minority Indians. The amendment proposal, which was submitted to the Group of Minister (GoM) by Abdul Muhib Mazumdar, one of the authors of the now - defunct IM(DT) Act, has already been approved by the State Government and the Congress high command. "Now the decision of the Union Cabinet in this regard is awaited," Imran Shah, leader of APCC Minority Cell, told on Jan 9. "We hope that the Cabinet decision will come before the Assam Assembly election as assured by Defence Minister Pranab Mukherjee," Shah said. 

News on 10th January '06
gnore self-interest: ABSU tells BTC:
Kokrajhar: The three-day long 4th annual conference of the Dularai Boro Harimu Afat (DBHA) held at Khwirabari HS School concluded on Jan 8 with great pomp and show amidst hundreds of participants from Nepal, West Bengal, Bhutan and Tripura apart from different districts of Assam and BTC. Addressing the gathering at the open session, Rwngwra Narzary, president of ABSU said that the culture is one of the most important part of a society. It also reflects the identity of the society. He further added that all Bodo organizations, including BTC administrators should ignore their self-interest and must come forward to develop the Bodo society. He also urged all to follow the thoughts and philosophy of Bodofa UN Brahma and make Bodos a master race of the world.

Joint business establishment for devp stressed:

Nalbari: The historic Indo-Bhutan Maitri (friendship) Mela began again for the second time on January 6 after a long gap of 15 years. Hagrama Mahilary, Chief of BTC, inaugurated the mela at Darranga amidst a large gathering hailing from different places of Baksa district. Inamuel Mochahari, executive member, Education, BTC said that this mela is a means to build friendship, peace and harmony between India and Bhutan. It is a platform where people from two countries could exchange their views friendship and mutual cooperation. 

Indo-Bangla border poorly manned in Dhubri:

Dhubri: The recent joint visit of the Central Home Minister, Shivraj Patil, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi and AASU leaders to the Indo-Bangla border in the Dhubri sector has resulted in mixed reaction among the conscious circles in Dhubri. It is alleged that the team visited the Maslabari and Sonahat border in the sector without bothering to physically verify the condition of the barbed wire fencing and the border road.

Correction of electoral rolls; Process starts in Jorhat:

Jorhat: About 5,300 claims and objections have been filed by voters in the five Legislative Assembly constituencies in Jorhat with regard to the correction of the electoral rolls last published after an intensive revision on August 31, 2005. The complaints with respect to Jorhat LAC total 1,042. It may be mentioned here that the process of a summary revision of the electoral rolls was initiated on Dec 20 last year. Accordingly, the last date for receiving the claims and objections was set till Jan 4.

BTC gaonburas urged to keep vigil on scheme implementation:

Kokrajhar: The first convention of Kokrajhar and Chirang District Gaonbura Association concluded here on Jan 7 at Kokrajhar Kodomtola amidst strong participation by gaonburas who floated a BTC Gaonbura Association to press for their legitimate demands. The Association elected Gopal Chandra Basumatary as president and Bathuram Basumatry as secretary. The first delegate session on Friday took some important resolutions which included issue of identity cards to all gaonburas of BTC, ex-gratia for those killed by militants and security personnel and stopping all forms of harassment and atrocities on gaonburas.

News on 9th January '06
Congress sounds poll bugle:

Guwahati: The beleaguered Assam Congress on Jan 8 found comfort amid the company of thousands of supporters and party heavyweights, including Defence Minister Pranab Mukherjee and Union Minister of State for Water Resources and Heavy Industries Santosh Mohan Dev during a massive rally here at which it kicked off its campaign for the forthcoming Assembly elections. The city virtually came to a grinding halt as thousands of supporters thronged the Judges' Field - the rally site - while the Congress leaders launched a vitriolic attack on the AGP and BJP and assured the minority community that all protection would be provided to them despite the scrapping of the IM (DT) Act by the Supreme Court.

Mukherjee praises Gogoi; Digvijay peps up workers:

Guwahati: Union Defence Minister Pranab Mukherjee said that the Tarun Gogoi Government has been properly utilizing the Plan funds in the State over the last four years. Addressing the Congress Sankalpa Samaroh at the Judges' Field in the city on Jan 8 Mukherjee said that before the Congress came to wrest power in the State there was gross misutilisation of these funds. At a time when the problems of influx, insurgency, overall development and economy were bogging the State down the Tarun Gogoi Government, holding the reigns of power, had been able to bring the situation under control and spend the allocated plan amount in a proper manner.

Peace body flays Deori's murder, demands probe.

Guwahati: The Deori Peace Committee on Jan 8 vehemently condemned the inhuman killing of social worker and husband of Amrit Prova Deori, the Chief Executive Member of Deori by some unidentified miscreants on Jan 3 last. Talking to the newsmen here Bishnuprasad Deori, President of Guwahati Deori Kalyan Samity, demanded a probe into the murder and immediate punishment for the killers who identified themselves as 'members of All Assam Deori Students Union'.

News on 8th January '06
Congress set for show of strength:

Guwahati: The Congress, beleaguered as it is on Jan 7 with most of its support base showing signs of retrospect, is on a self-booting spree organizing a 'Sankalpa Samaroh' at the Judges' field in the city on Jan 8. The rally, scheduled to be attended by Defence minister Pranab Mukherjee, Congress Assam in-charge Digvijay Singh, Union Minister of State for Water Resources and Heavy Industries Santosh Mohan Dev, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi et al, promises to be a massive affair with an expected crowd of 75,000, as estimated by zealous party workers, to be pulled in from various party of the State.

Candidates' list on poll eve, says Brindabon:

Guwahati: Brushing aside reports that it had already prepared the list of candidates for the forthcoming Assembly elections, the AGP on Jan 7 said that the names of the party candidates would be announced just before the polls. AGP president Brindabon Goswami told reporters on Jan 7 that the party has instructed all ticket- aspiring party men to submit their applications before Jan 31.

Students draw stir plan against NFR:

Guwahati: Reiterating that the security personnel who were involved in Salakati firing incident should be punished, the All Assam Students' Union (AASU) and the All Bodo Students' Union (ABSU) on Jan 7 said that the Assam Government should make the identity of the authorities inquiring into the incident public. "Union Railway Minister Lalu Prasad Yadav has not even condemned the incident, which shows his anti - Assam attitude," AASU president Shankar Prasad Rai and ABSU president Rwn Gwra Narzary told.

India-Myanmar rail link mulled:

Guwahati: The Government of India is exploring possibilities to link Myanmar through the railway network and is in talks with the Myanmar government to arrive at an agreement in this regard. Revealing this, Railway Board Chairman JP Batra informed the media here on Jan 7 that the Indian Railways has already placed a proposal before the Ministry of External Affairs with an estimated cost of the project to extend railway link beyond Tupul bordering Myanmar. Stating that Government was also in talks with the Bangladesh government to improve railway traffic between the two countries, Batra further informed that the Board was awaiting the survey reports from the Rail India Technical Engineering Services to take forward the proposal railway links with Nepal and Bhutan.

News on 7th January '06
Enough is enough; AASU, ABSU warn NFR; Students' stir at NFR hqs over Salakati, jobs:
Guwahati: Revulsion gives way to protest. This was apparent when thousands of students representing the All Assam Students' Union (AASU), All Bodo Students' Union (ABSU) and the Karbi Students' Association (KSA) on Jan 6 thronged the NFR headquarters at Maligaon and staged a three-hour protest rally in the form of, what they called, a human chain. Talking cognizance of the recent killing of three Assam students by Haryana police personnel after they had protested the security personnel's alleged unbecoming behaviour at Salakati in Kokrajhar, the student bodies warned the railway authorities "not to play with the sentiments of the people of Assam any more". "No longer shall we tolerate the anti-Assam attitude of the Railway," the student bodies said, and added that they would not hesitate to embark on intense agitational programmes like rail bandh if the apathy of the railway continued. Significantly, the AASU and ABSU were seen at a joint demonstration for the first time on Jan 6 after the Assam agitation.

Excesses by security men; Assam fails to submit report to Centre:

Guwahati: Excesses committed by security personnel in the North-east have always been an area in which the men in uniform are, more often than not, caught on the wrong foot. The fire of the latest such incident in Assam, alleged molestation of some Assam girls on the Brahmaputra Mail at Salakati in Kokrajhar district in December last by IRB personnel from Haryana, is yet to die down as the AASU and the ABSU have jointly gheraoed the NF Railway headquarters at Maligaon on Jan 6 in protest against the incident. What has taken aback the circles concerned in Assam is that the State Government has missed the date for submitting its three-monthly report on excesses by security personnel and action taken, to the Union Minister of Home Affairs. 

Assam law and order reviewed:

Guwahati: Senior officials of the Unified Command on Jan 6 reviewed the law-and-order situation in the State. The meeting, chaired by Chief Secretary S. Kabilan, decided to strictly enforce the ground rules for militant outfits currently under ceasefire. The meeting discussed in detail about the role to be played by security forces during the 'safe passage' offered to the ULFA cadres by Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi during the Bhogali Bihu. The meeting was attended by Lt. Gen. HS Lidder, GOC, 4 Corps, DN Dutta, DGP, Assam, SC Sharma, IGP, CRPF and ML Choudhury, IG, SSB.

BJP flays Congress on influx:

Guwahati: The BJP on the eve of its much-hyped Sankalpa Samarh, has on Jan 6 alleged that the State Government is not serious enough to solve the infiltration problem of Assam. "If the State Government is sincere enough in solving the infiltration problem, which has become a serious threat, it should expedite the process of detection and deportation of the Foreigners' Act, the Passport Act and the Immigrant Expulsion Act," said Dhruba Baisya, State unit vice-president of BJP, in a press conference here on Jan 6. Baisya said Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi is trying to shrug off his responsibility in this regard by accusing the BJP that the party is not sincere enough regarding the infiltration problem. "History itself proves the attitude of the Congress on the issue," he said.

News on 6th January '06
Talks fail; GMC strike to continue:

Guwahati: The function of the Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) has remained paralysed for consecutive 17 days on Jan 5 as the agitating employees of the civic body vowed to continue continue casework following the failure of their talks with the Chief Minister last night. Several organizations of the city, including the Save Guwahati Build Guwahati (SGBG) has expressed deep concern over the prevailing situation and demand for immediate intervention of the Chief Minister. The talks between Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi and representatives of the four employees' unions of the corporation has remained inconclusive due to absence of the Minister of State for the Guwahati Development Department (GDD) Himanta Biswas Sarma, said Chandan Sarma, convenor of the joint forum of the four unions. GMC Commissioner Avinash Joshi and City Mayor Nilakshi Talukdar were also present in the meeting.

High Court notice to Centre on 'missing' ULFA cadres:

Guwahati: A division bench of the Gauhati high Court comprising Chief Justice BS Reddy and Justice BP Kataky, responding to a habeas corpus petition submitted by Gnyanama Moran querying the whereabouts of her 'missing' husband - ULFA leader Puniram Dihingia alias Prakash Gogoi, has instructed the Minister for External Affairs to submit the list of ULFA leaders who had been captured by the Royal Bhutan Army and latter handed over to India within 15 days.

NCP meet to discuss truck with AGP (P):

Guwahati: The State Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) executive committee meeting on Jan 6 may see heated exchanges as a section of party functionaries do not favour an alliance with the Prafulla Kumar Mahanta-led AGP(P). According to a source the meeting on Jan 6 will discuss the possible alliance of the NCP with the AGP(P). "In fact, present leadership of the party is going against the earlier decision taken by the State executive headed by Sarat Chandra Sinha," the source said. It may be mentioned here that Sinha handed over the baton of the party to the present incumbent Prabin Chandra Sarma, former MP and one time close associate of Mahanta, on Dec 22, just 3 days before Sinha's demise. 

New bullet-proof cars for Governor, minister:

Guwahati: Considering the possible security threat, the State Government is planning to purchase 24 bullet-proof cars in the near future for the Governor and the ministers, the government sources told on Jan 5. Purchasing of 8 such cars for the Governor and the Chief Minister has already been finalized and process is under way to bring in another 16, added the sources. An estimated Rs 6 crore has to be spent from the government exchequer for this purpose as the price of such cars is about Rs 25 lakh each. However, the sources clarified that the required amount will be reimbursed by the Centre either in the head of police force modernization programme or as counter insurgency-related expenses.

Gogoi admits move to amend SC verdict; detection and deportation of foreigners:
Guwahati: Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Jan 4 admitted that the Congress was planning to seek some modifications in the Supreme Court's verdict on the IM (DT) Act through the Union Cabinet. Gogoi's admittance came close on the heels. Jan 3 report which had stated that the Union Cabinet might amend Clause 3 of the Foreigners Act so as to provide legal safeguard to minority Indians without harming the interest of other communities. Talking to newsmen in the city on Jan 4, Gogoi said: "We don't want to enact any new Act nor do we dare to challenge the Supreme Court's verdict on the now-defunct IM (DT) Act. We only want to bring some changes in the wording of the SC verdict through the Union Cabinet so as to provide legal safeguard to Indian minorities through tribunals." He added that the State Government sanctioned the setting up of 21 additional tribunals in the State to expedite the detection of foreigners. 

CSIR on the job; NE coal to get qualitative boost:

Guwahati: The Council of Science and Industrial Research (CSIR) has formulated a comprehensive research and development programme to make the North-east reserves of black diamond, the name attributed to coal, more environment-friendly and competitive for industrial use. The CSIR has taken up the research and development (R and D) programme on coal characterization and resource quality assessment as a 'network project' with Planning Commission's funds, sources said. The Regional Research Laboratory (RRL), Jorhat, CFRI, Dhanbad, NML, Jamshedpur and the NCL, Pune, have been working together on various aspects of the programme, the sources added.

'Development-sustainability mismatch alarming'; Scientific meet begins at IIT-G:

Guwahati: One of the biggest scientific meets in the area of Heat and Mass transfer organized by IIT Guwahati was inaugurated on Jan 4 by Prof R. Natarajan, vice president, Indian National Academy of Engineering, New Delhi. Speaking on the occasion, Prof. Natarajan said that the time has come when one can no longer afford to ignore the mismatch between development and sustainability. Giving further explanation of his point, he said that economics and ecology must go hand in hand. Talking about the concept of inter-generation equity, he said that the present generation is accountable to the future generation, and so the precious natural resources should be saved for the future generation.

News on 5th January '06
Congress MLA threatens to resign: 

Guwahati: Congress MLA from East Goalpara constituency Shadeed Majumdar on Jan 4 threatened to resign from the party in the wake of APYC president's alleged manoeuvres to remove Rinku Majumdar from the post of Goalpara Youth Congress president. The Congress legislator on Jan 4 apprised APCC president Bhubaneswar Kalita of the issue.

AGP; Congress administration in its favour:
Haiborgaon: Girindra Kumar Baruah, president of the Nagaon district committee of the AGP, exhorted the party workers to gear up the activities of the party ahead of the ensuing Assembly an open meet of the party at Senchowa, which was attended by the AGP workers as well as supporters from all over the district. Baruah, who is also the sitting MLA from the Nagaon Sadar constituency had full faith in him.

ST status to tea community; State Government keeping us in dark; ATTSA:

Guwahati: At a time when the Assam Tea Tribes Students' Association (ATTSA) is up the ante against the political parties for their alleged apathy towards the welfare of the tea tribes community, the Congress and the BJP have focused on the tea belts of the State to win back the support of the election is round the corner. The ATTSA, in its executive meeting held on Dec 28, decided to burn the election manifesto of the ruling Congress in protest against the alleged failure to fulfill its earlier poll promises. "We are fade up with the false promises and will not allow the ruling party to come out with another set of void assurance" said Pallab Bhushan Das, ATTSA general secretary said. 

AASU seeks time-fame for total border sealing; Patil seeks time; Patil holds talks on Accord:
Guwahati: Union Home Minister Shivraj Patil on Jan 2 held the second round of tripartite talks with representatives of the All Assam Students' Union (AASU) and Assam Government on implementation of the Assam Accord and the steps taken for its fulfillment. Talking to newsmen at the Lokapriya Gopinath Bordoloi International Airport here before leaving for a visit to Sonahat and Mankachar areas along the Assam-Bangladesh border in Dhubri sector along with Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi and AASU representative, Patil said that the AASU had raised a number of issues, including the update of the National Citizenship Register (NRC). The meeting, in the interest of the development of Assam, discussed everything, including steps which had been taken for fulfillment of the assurances given on the Assam accord and the steps to be taken, in detail. He said that his talks with the AASU was cordial and fruitful. 

Clear stand on DHD camp: JCC to parties:

Guwahati: Threatening to embark on warpath if the alleged harassment on innocent villagers by the administration in the troubled Karbi Anglong district is not stopped, the Joint Coordination Committee (JCC) on Jan 2 set a 15-day deadline for the political parties - Congress, ASDC, ASDC(P), CPI(ML), BJP and AGP- to come clear on their stance regarding the shifting of the DHD's designated camp from Dhansiri. Amid an uneasy calm in the district which had witnessed an unprecedented spell of violence sine September last, JCC chief convenor Longsing Teron the DHD was still active in certain corners of the district extorting heavy 'taxes' from poor cultivators. "To bring back normalcy, the DHD must leave the soil of Karbi Anglong," Teron said adding that the JCC has called upon the KAAC to adopt a resolution seeking shifting of the DHD camp at Dhansiri and submit it to the State and Central Government.

DHD talks peace:

Guwahati: Insurgent outfit Dima Halam Daogah (DHD) on Jan 2 made a New Year peace, friction with reconciliation and hatred with love. Stating his New Year greeting through SMS as a peace offering, Dima Halam Daogah 'commander-in-chief' Pranab Dimasa said, "As you stand on the threshold of saying farewell to the year gone by, before you enter the new year to come, sift through the luggage upon your shoulder: and replace the friction with reconciliation". "Hatred with love, misunderstanding with coordination, conflict with peace, walls with bridges, blame with support, problems with solutions and strength with the resolve to make a difference this year," the DHD said.

News on 4th January '06
'AICC set to amend Foreigners Act'; Congress out to woo minorities?

Guwahati: In what could be termed as its last-ditch effort to neutralize the 'threat' from its minority-support base in Assam, the Congress high command is all set to go for an amendment to the Foreigners' Act. This was revealed by party sources. The Union Cabinet might take a decision soon to amend the Clause 3 of the Foreigners Act to 'ensure legal safeguard for the minorities without harming the interest of other communities', the sources said. 

Gogoi offers safe-passage to ULFA:
Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Jan 1st announced a safe-passage offer to all United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) leaders and cadres from Jan 7th to 20th at his New Year and Bhogali Bihu gift for the people of the State. The safe-passage offer came only when the newsmen quizzed Gogoi on the ULFA issue, thereby there was a doubt on the part of the former that if the 'offer' was at all in the Chief Minister's agenda for the press briefing Gogoi, however, made no mistake to add more weight to his safe-passage announcement by adding the tag 'official' to it. The Chief Minister's gesture is of much significance as the second round of Centre-PCG talks are round the corner and the Assembly election in the State is also hardly three months away.

AASU - Govt team to visit Bangla border on Jan 1st; Patil to chair tripartite talks:

Guwahati: Ahead of the second round of tripartite talks slated for Jan 2nd in the city, the AASU on Jan 1st said that ingress of illegal migrants continued in the State despite all the tough talk. The student body reiterated that it would not compromise on its demand for total sealing of the Assam - Bangladesh border. Union Home Minister Shivraj Patil would chair the tripartite talks to be held at Rani Patgaon BSE camp on Jan 2nd. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi will represent the State Government in the meeting. The AASU delegation, comprising advisor Sammujjal Bhattacharyya, president Shankar Prasad Roy and general secretary Tapan Gogoi, will be accompanied by lecturer Basanta Deka.

Free jailed leaders; ULFA:

Guwahati: The outlawed United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) on Jan 1st ruled out holding direct peace talks with New Delhi unless the government released some of their senior jailed leaders. In a statement released by the outfit, ULFA chairman Arabinda Rajkhowa said: "A large number of our central executive committee leaders are currently in jail. We cannot take a final decision on holding talks with the government in the absence of majority of our senior leaders who are imprisoned." At least six top ULFA leaders, including vice president Pradip Gogoi, are lodged in different jails in Assam. The ULFA designated 11 - member People's Consultative Group (PCG) held the first round of talks with Prime Minister Manmohan Singh on October 26 in the national capital to prepare the ground for a bilateral ceasefire and then direct talks between the rebel leadership and government peace negotiators at a later stage.

Cotton to be deemed university:

Guwahati: Cotton College of Guwahati would be upgraded to a deemed university and Assam Agricultural University (AAU), Jorhat would be developed as a 'centre of excellence' for Biotechnology. Education, according to Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, will now top the priority list of his Government. It will be followed by development of infrastructure. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi told reporters here on Jan 1st that postgraduate Cotton College would continue to receive government and UGC funds as usual but would have the independence to design its own curricula and necessary legislation would be made soon in this regard. This apart, Kokrajhar College would also be made a government college, he said.

News on 3rd January '06
'EC committed for fair polls'
Dibrugarh: "The Election Commission of India is committed for a free and fair election in the forthcoming Assembly polls in the State. The Commission will not hesitate to initiate any steps for achieving the same," said N Gopalaswami, Election Commissioner, while talking to the media persons here at the Additional Circuit House on Jan 6. Gopalaswami is currently on a tour to the upper Assam districts of Dibrugarh, Tinsukia, Sivasagar and Jorhat, along with JP Prakash, CEC, Assam, and they took stock of the preparation so far made by the respective district administrations for holding the Assembly election.

Jorhat admin on overdrive for R-Day:

Jorhat: Preparations are afoot to celebrate the coming Republic Day in the district in a manner which ensures the maximum participation of people in the election bound year. Sources said that the district administration has been instructed to pull out all stops to tom-tom the achievements of the congress Government n the State in the last Republic Day under its regime. The top brass of the district administration went into a huddle here on Jan 5 to review the activities being undertaken for the occasion.

Gogoi showing step-motherly treatment towards NC Hills'; Dissolve NCHAC; BJP to Government:

Haflong: The NC Hills District Committee of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has strongly demand of the Government to dissolve the Purnendu Langthasa-led North Cachar Hills Autonomous Council (NCHAC) immediately for the alleged rampant corruption in the Council and underdevelopment during the Congress rule in the district. The BJP, in a press release, alleged that since the very beginning of the present Congress-led Council's rule , there have been a lot of instances of misuse of development funds and massive irregularities in appointment of posts under various departments. The BJP alleged that at the behest of Purnendu Langthasa, CEM of the Council, the government offices of major departments in NC Hills have been manipulated to let some officers and engineers clandestinely issue cheques in the name of congress workers, having no execution of their allotted works at all.

News on 2nd January '06
North-west Jorhatians unite against Government apathy:
Jorhat: fed up with the continued apathy of the district administration, the people of north-west Jorhat development block have organized themselves into the Beji Jan Sangram Parishad to fight for reclamation of agricultural land which has been swamped by the Beji Jan stream. President of the organization BC Gayan said that on Jan 2, the first working day of the New Year, the people of the area had locked the block development office and staged a sit-in demonstration demanding digging of a drain to let out waters of the Beji Jan which has inundated 500 hectares of prime agricultural cropland.

Stir on border:

Barpathar: As many as six organizations led by the AASU on Jan 4 staged a dharna in front of the Dhansiri Magistrate's office here protesting the indifference of the government towards the growing aggression by Nagas along the Assam-Nagaland border. The organizations demanded allotment of land pattas to people residing in A, B and C sectors along the Assam-Nagaland border. It is pertinent to note that the Government of Nagaland has reportedly set up o Nagaland Police outpost at B sector here recently. The organizations have threatened to intensify their agitation if the State Government continues to keep mum on the matter.

'Government will review Citizenship Act'; AASU; We won't compromise on Assam Accord:
Guwahati: The Centre on Jan 2 acknowledged the appalling consequences betoken by the porous Indo-Bangladesh border and assured the AASU of reviewing the Clause 3 (1) (a) (b) of the Citizenship Act vide which the progeny of immigrants are entitled to get Indian citizenship. Besides, the Centre has sought a month's time to set a tentative time-fame for implementation of the Assam Accord. Briefing media persons a day after Union Home Minister Shivray Patil's visit to the border along with Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi and an AASU delegation, AASU advisor Samujjal Bhattacharya on Jan 3 said that the Home Minister was taken aback to see the open 20-km border at Masalbari with no demarcation between the two countries.

AGP moves Manmohan against PWD:

Guwahati: A few days after the Public Works Department (PWD) celebrated its 125th anniversary with much fanfare, the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) on Jan 3 alleged that the department was indulging in large-scale corruption leading to poor quality of work. The party on Jan 3 set fax messages to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, Union Rural Development Minister Raghubansh Prasad Singh and Minister of State for Rural Development seeking intervention into the matter.

Government comes with State cultural policy:

Guwahati: To promote and preserve the distinct cultural identity of different tribes and communities of the State, and to develop the entertainment industry, the State Government on Jan 3 announced its cultural policy to be implemented by the Directorate of Library Services, the Department of Archaeology and Assam State Museum. Talking to newspersons in the city on Jan 3, Cultural Minister Hemoprava Saikia said that the policy would promote the culture of the ethnic and indigenous tribes and communities of the State.

Man shot dead in city:

Guwahati: A suspected KCP militant shot dead the joint secretary of Aromatic Plant Medicinal Farmers' Association (affiliated to the National Horticultural Board) L Rajeshwar Singh at his office-cum-residence at Anandabazar bye lane near the Post Office Bus Stop on the GS Road around 8.30 on Jan 3. The militant, reportedly known to Singh, came to his office around 8 p.m. The police found two empty and one live cartridges of 9mm pistol from the house. Singh succumbed to the bullet injuries on way to the GMCH. The police suspects involvement of the Kangleipak Communist Party, an insurgent outfit of Manipur, in the killing.

Patil, Gogoi AASU leaders visit border:
Gauripur: Union Home Minister Shivraj Patil, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi and AASU leaders Samujjal Bhattacharjya, Shankar Prasad Roy and Tapan Gogoi, Home Commissioner BK Gohain, BSF ADG, CRPF DG and other officials visited the Sonahat area along Indo-Bangla border and took stock of the situation. Speaking before a large gathering at Sonahat, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi assured the AASU leaders and people of the State of starting the detection of Bangladeshi intruders who had entered Assam after 1971. Gogoi said that the NRC update work was under way. He made it clear that the State Government was working hard to implement the Assam Accord.

Voters decrease by 30 per cent; Number of voters increases alarmingly in Nagaon:

Haiborgaon: The number of voters has increased alarmingly in several constituencies, namely Nagaon Sadar, Batadrava, Dhing, and Raha in Nagaon district. The increase in the number of voters of those constituencies, particularly that of the religious minority community, has set the alarm bells ringing among the conscious sections of the people who have voiced their concern at this shocking trend. In Nagaon Sadar, the number of voters in 2005 shot up to 1,48,184 against 98,087 voters in 1991. In Barhampur there has been the most abnormal increase in the number of voters. 

Telecommunication a nightmare in Tinsukia; BSNL taking subscribers for a ride:

Tinsukia: The BSNL in Tinsukia has taken the Cell One and Ex-cel subscribers for a ride. The BSNL's promising venture in the North-east is turning out to be a big hoax, especially in Tinsukia district where telecommunication has become a nightmare for the subscribers. The BSNL authorities have maintained a rather diplomatic attitude towards the entire scenario leaving the Ex-cel sub-scribers at the receiving end.

AGP - P raps AGP, Congress:
Bilasipara: With a view to form a district committee a political convention of the AGP (P) was held at Bilasipara recently, at the Pratima Baruah Pandey Auditorium with Jiaruddin Ahmed in the chair. The speakers in the meeting sharply criticized the present ruling Government headed by Tarun Gogoi for its failure to fulfil the aspiration of the people of Assam. They also criticized the AGP party headed by Brindaban Goswami using scathing words. In the convention a committee was formed with Robin Roy as president, Moslem Uddin Ahmed and Uttam Choudhury as secretaries.

News on 1st January '06
Disang fest begins:

Sivasagar: Disangmukh, about 15 kilometers from Sivasagar town, turned into a sea of humanity as thousands of humanity as thousands of people stood witness to the five-day Disang festival which was kicked off on Jan 1st. The festival is being held under the aegis of Sivasagar district administration and the people of the area.

SKA's worry over fresh violence in Karbi Anglong:

Diphu: The Somindar Karbi Amei (SKA) has expressed deep concern and apprehension over the incident of burning of houses at Pupsilputa Belaram village under Bakolia police outpost by some miscreants, and said that the atmosphere in Karbi Anglong is turning out to be such that it is becoming hard to heal the wounds of the victims of the most unfortunate and uncivilized incidents occurring in the recent history of the State.

Government urged to withdraw closure move of sugar mill:

Haiborgaon: The decision taken by Minister of State for Cooperative Misbahul Islam Laskar to close down the Nagaon sugar Mill situated in Kampur has generated great resentment among the people of Kampur as well as in Nagaon town and different areas of the district. The decision of closure of the mill was also strongly resented and opposed by the Kampur Kendriya Krishak Jagaram Sobha and the Nagaon Upabhoktra Surakhya Samity. In a statement; president of the Nagaon Upabhoktra Surakhya Samity, Rajen Borkakoti strongly opposed the decision and termed it as an anti-people and anti-employees act. He demanded of the government to with-draw the closure decision of the mill in the greater interest of the cooperative movement and in the interest of the workers and sugarcane growers.

Operations against ULFA cadres; Government maintaining double standard; PCG: 

Guwahati: The Peoples' Consultative Group, formed by the ULFA to hold peace talks with the government, accused the Assam Government of adopting double standards by engaging in encounters with the cadre of the banned outfit. Criticizing the government for the police - ULFA encounter in Morigaon district on Dec 27th last in which a militant and the Officer-in-Charge of Nelie police station were killed, a PCG member, Lachit Bordoloi, said that the State Government was talking peace and attacking ULFA cadres at the same time. "We have been demanding cessation of hostility but there has been no response from the State Government," Bordoloi said. The raids by the police on Dec 27th were 'unprovoked' and the government took no steps to restrain the police, though the ULFA had earlier warned that it would pull out of the peace process if operations against it continued, he alleged.

Jorhat Medical College from 2006:

Jorhat: The Assam Government has sanctioned an amount of Rs 5 crore for the establishment of the Medical College, Jorhat which is expected to function from 2006-2007. The college will offer 100 seats in the five-year MBBS course. Addressing reporters here on Dec 29th , Professor Umesh Chandra Sarma, State Director of Medical Education, said that the necessary paper work in this respect was on, and that the Medical Council of India would soon send an inspection team - the first in a series of seven visits - to the Jananayak Debeswar Sarmah Civil Hospital here for examining the infrastructural facilities available. The 220-bed civil hospital will be upgraded into a 300-bed institution as an immediate measure to fulfil the criterion of qualifying as a medical college hospital. Apart from Jorhat, two more medical colleges will come up in Tezpur and Barpeta. The last medical college in Assam was set up in Silchar in 1968. Since then the population of the State had increased substantially, raising the need for more institutions for medical studies.
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