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	News on 30th June '05 

AMCH Principal; De-recognition issue fear psychosis only:
Dibrugarh: The threat by the medical council of India (MCI) to de-recognize Assam Medical College and Hospital (AMC &H) and the uncertainty of the future of thousands of students of AMC&H, have been calling up the principal of AMC&H, Dr Taufique Rehman Borbora with barrages of questions. On June 29 principal of AMC&H dr Borbora termed all these hue and cry as "fear psychosis, which has gripped the people". He assured the people that no one would play with the future of the students.

SKA to hold talks with Khasi bodies:

Diphu: With a view to building up and strengthening better ties, mutual cooperation and better understanding among the Karbis living in different parts of the glob, the "So-Minder Karbi Amei" (KSA) was formed recently at the karbi National Convention held at KASA Indoor Stadium, stated general secretary of the newly floated organization Honsing Timung.

Left parties demo against petro product hike:

Jorhat: The Left organizations here took to the streets and demonstrated in front of the Deputy Commissioner's office on June 29 in protest against the United Progressive Alliance (UPA) Government's decision to raise the fuel prices. Workers of the CPI (M), CPI (ML) Liberation and CPI submitted a memorandum to the Jorhat Deputy Commissioner stating that the UPA Government was promoting the interests of foreign private multinational companies instead of the interest of Indian industries.

Poll alliance discussed; AGP silent:
Guwahati: In a significant political development, former Asom Gana Parishad and two-time Chief Minister had a closed-door breakfast meeting with former Lok Sabha Speaker and senior NCP leader Purno Agitok Sangma and CPI national executive member and former minister Pramode Gogoi at Hotel Brahmaputra Ashoka here on June 28. The meeting assumes significance coming as it does close on the heels of 27th June's seminar organized by the Sanmilita Yuba Samaj, Asom (SYSA) - a body of known Mahanta loyalists -which was attended by a host of AGP MLAs and workers from various districts despite it being declared both 'unauthorized' and 'unconstitutional' by the regional party which had even gone to the extent of issuing a stern warning to all its legislators and workers against attending the same.

I'll play my 'trump-card' after July 3, says Mahanta:

Guwahati: Former chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta continued to keep his card close to his chest, even as on 27th June's seminar organized by the Sanmilita Yuva Samaj, Asom, apparently hunched on the possibility of the formation of a new regional party involving Mahanta and veteran NCP leader PA Sangma.

Sangma hints at Meghalaya bifurcation:

Guwahati: Former Lok Sabha Speaker PA Sangma on June 28 said that he would be forced to ask for separate state because of Khasi Student's Union's (KSU) 'though' stand on the MBOSE issue. "I will take a formal decision regarding the demand by the Garo citizens forum to bifurcate the state to form 'Garoland' by this October", the NCP leader said.

Cong leaders to join NCP?

Guwahati: Emboldened with the recent joining of two expelled AGP legislators- Ali Akbar Milan and Abdul Jabbar -the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) has started its exercise to rope in a section of prominent Congress leaders of Assam in it. NCP sources indicated that a few disgruntled Congress legislators might switch over to the NCP next month. 

News on 29th June '05
State security forces on alert:
Guwahati: Security forces have launched simultaneous operations to flash out ULFA militants who were involved in the June 27's bomb blast at Nine Mile in the city in which 2 persons died and 10others, including six CRPF Jawans were injured. The police sounded an alert in Assam and have tightened the security machinery throughout the State in the wake of the series of blasts triggered by the ULFA in the past couple of days. The home department has sent instructions to all the SPs to beef up the security in the airports, oil installations and other vulnerable places. Meanwhile, two of the injured persons - Arun Kumar (25) and Sanjay Basfor (14) - succumbed to their injuries at the Gauhati Medical College Hospital here on June 27.

SYSA meet hints at new regional party; Mahanta loyalists spit fire:

Guwahati: What was predicted is finally at hand. In an apparent defiance to the dictate served by the Assam Gana Parishad (AGP) leadership, the loyalists of the 'beleaguered' founder AGP president and two-time Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta on June 26 spitted out their frustration over alleged inapt leadership of Brindaban Goswami while indicating the formation of an alternative force under the leadership of Mahanta. The platform was the much-hyped seminar organized by the Sanmilita Yuba Samaj, Assam (SYSA), at the district library auditorium in the city.

Monitor; Central funds; Ripun:

Guwahati: Minister of Rural Development Ripun Borah has laid stress on proper monitoring of the Central Government funds so that they are not siphoned off to the insurgent groups in the State. Addressing officials at a regional workshop on the National Food for Work programme (NFFWP) organized by the ministry of Rural Development at the National Institute of Rural Development (NIRD) here on June 27, the Minister expressed concern over the reports that a portion of the said fund is siphoned off by the ultras.

AGCL signs gas pact with NRL:

Guwahati: The Assam Gas Company Ltd. And Numaligarh Refinery Ltd. On June 27 signed a 15-year Gas Transportation Agreement for transportation of gas from Duliajan to NRL, Numaligarh. PK Baruah, managing Director AGCL and RC Choudhury, Director (Technical) of NRL, signed the agreement on behalf of their respective organizations.

ASS to groom child scientists:

Guwahati: The Assam Science Society has taken steps to prepare the young scientists who will represent the national Children's Science Congress scheduled to be held at Bhubaneshwar from December 27 to 31 this year. The NCSC topic for this year's convention is 'Harness Water Resources for a Better Future'.

BJP felicitates Emergency victims:

Guwahati: Silver Jubilee Calibrations Committee of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on June 25 felicitated 27 people who were jailed during the Emergency imposed by the then Indira Gandhi Government on June 25, 1975. The party observed the day as "strengthen Democracy day" to commemorate the sacrifices of those who were jailed during the Emergency. Addressing the gathering at the Kumar Bhaskar Natya Mandir, noted journalist Dhiren Chakraborty said that Indian constitution had certain loopholes for which the emergency could be imposed by the Indira Gandhi government

Make Education job-oriented; CM:

Guwahati: 'Better late than never' is what has prompted Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi to take steps to make the syllabi in the colleges and universities in Assam job-oriented. At the fag end of his tenure, Gogoi has already asked the university authorities in the State to introduce job-oriented courses with value addition so as to put an end to the 'exodus' of Bangalore and other metropolis in the country for various technical and general courses. Introduction of job-oriented courses, according to Gogoi, would benefit the student community and help the educational institutions and universities of Assam is not averse to hiking the rates of tuition and other fees if the move brings more job avenues for the students after their studies are over.

AGP; SYSA seminar unauthorized:

Guwahati: Toughening its stand against the move of the Sanmilita Yuba Samaj, Asom (SYSA) to hold a seminar here on June 27, the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) on June 25 termed it both 'unconstitutional and unauthorized' and barred all its leaders and workers from attending it. 

News on 28th June '05
ULFA penetrates city security net yet again:
Guwahati: Setting at naught the much vaunted 'high security net' of the capital city, the outlawed ULFA struck by triggering a powerful IED-plus blast in Nine Mile area at around 6.40 p.m. on June 26 injuring 12 persons, including six CRPF personnel. The blast occurred in vegetable shop just in front of the Gate No. 1 of the CRPF group center. The device kept in a polythene bag, went off just a few seconds after an unidentified youth left it there, eyewitnesses said. Three shops and three two-wheelers parked nearly were damaged completely.

All eyes on SYSA seminar on June 27:

Guwahati: The Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) is understood to have taken all necessary steps to keep a close watch on June 27's seminar organized by the Sanmilita Yuba Samaj, Asom (SYSA) even as the regional party on June 25 declared the holding of the seminar both 'unauthorized' and 'unconstitutional'. The SYASA seminar on "Present Political Situation in Assam and its future"- organized by Kartik Hazarika and Pranab Goswami, both known loyalists of beleaguered founder AGP president and two-time Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta- is being seen by the AGP leadership as an attempt by the Mahanta loyalist to come together on a common platform at a time when the founder Chief Minister's fate is to be decided by the AGP steering committee following his response to the show-cause issued by the party.

Gogoi, Kalita on crucial Delhi tour:

Guwahati: The ominous gust which haunted the State Congress in the wake of hectic lobbying by the party men for berths in the APCC chief executive is likely to claim down within a couple of days as Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, minister Himanta Biswa Sharma and APCC Bhubaneswar Kalita have left for a crucial five-day new Delhi tour on June 26 to prepare the final list of the State PCC executive members.

Boost entrepreneurship in rural areas; Taroi:

Guwahati: Kamal Taroi, secretary of the North Eastern Council (NEC), has emphasized the need for regional planning and rural entrepreneurship among the people without always depending on government grants, rebates and subsidies. Interacting with media, NGO leaders and rural development experts as the premises of State institute of Rural development (SIRD), Assam, here on June 26, Taroi said that the need of the hour was for entrepreneurship and development agencies to go for a business model to give impetus to entrepreneurship development in rural areas. 

ASDC (P), ASDC workers join Congress:

Diphu: As many as 56 party workers of the ASDC (P) and ASDC under the Bokuli units switched their allegiance to Congress recently. Cadres of both the ASDC (P) and ASDC joined the national party at a joint public rally organized by the Pradesh Congress Committee at Sikari Gate and Jiteplang. The rally was presided over by Mahakanta Hazarika, vice president, Bokulia Mondol Congress. KAAC executive member Pradip Signar was present as chief guest for the occasion.

Rly conspires to rob Rangiya of RCD: 

Rangiya: The Rangiya railway Division has allegedly been making a conspiracy to deprive Rangiya from getting the railway consumers' dept (RCD). Sources said that the authorities of the Mechanical branch of the NF Railway wrote a letter to the Divisional Railway Manager (DRM), Rangiya Division on May 2, 2005 to identify a site for RCD at Rangia. But the letter was allegedly kept concealed for the reasons best known to the authorities here only. Again, another letter was sent to the DRM, Rangiya vide letter No. TF/36/1/RNY/16 dt. June 7, 2005 requesting him to identify the site for installation of RCD.

ASI plans to restore Sivasagar's lost glory:

Sivasagar: Sivasagar, once known as Rangpur, is a repository of archeological heritage of the Ahom dynasty. The place is dotted with relics of the once mighty Ahom kingdom. To preserve and display these invaluable monuments, the Archeological Survey of India (Horticulture section), of late, took some laudable steps. The ASI already constructed a beautiful garden in the forecourt of the Ranghar. Similar projects are also in the pipeline. With the rapid surge in the number of tourists coming to the place, the department plans to cover up their historical sites in the near future.

Poisoned paddy red-hot weapon used to kill:

Mangaldai: Cruelty, thy name is man. In the wee hours of June 23, a seven-year old mokhona (a male elephant calf) staggered from door to door in Line No. 12 of Mazuli Tea Estate along the Indo-Bhutan border in Udalguri district in search of help, because, it was severely injured. The clueless animal, unable to find help, fell in the front yard of a house and breathed its last. Although the cause of the death is yet to be ascertained, Dr Kushal kr Sharma, one of the veterinary team members who had conducted a post-mortem of the mokhona, informed that the calf had received deep wounds in its foreleg. The injuries seemed to have been caused by a red-hot sharp weapon, he added. Further the recovery of some paddy from its stomach has led the team to believe that the calf was poisoned.

Devise solutions; ATPA to Govt, banks:

Jorhat: The Assam Tea Planter's association (ATPA), the oldest body of indigenous planters of the State, has appealed to the workers, the financial institutions and the government to devise' practical solutions' to the problems and difficulties plaguing the recession-hit tea industry. Addressing the 68th annual general meeting of the association at the historic Jorhat gymkhana Club here on June25, ATPA chairmen DN Boruah stressed the need for arresting the 'alarming' rise in the cost of production to be able to stand the competition in the global market. 

News on 27th June '05
CM: 3-yr medical course by September:
Guwahati: At a time when all the three medical colleges of the State are reeling under tremendous fund crunch and the Assam Medical College and Hospital, Dibrugarh, is facing the threat of being derecognized by the Medical Council of India (MCI), the Assam Government's decision to launch a three-year Rural Medical Practitioner (RMP) certificate course from September has raised some serious questions. Announcing the decision to launch the three-year RMP certificate course on June 24, the Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi said that the course under the Rural Health Service is aimed at helping the rural populace in order to avail basic healthcare facilities at their doorsteps. 

No new party, says SYSA:

Guwahati: The Sanmilita Yuba Samaj, Asom (SYSA), an organization comprising loyalists of former Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta, on June 24 made it clear that no political party would be formed in its convention slated to be held in the district library auditorium here on July 27. SYSA president Kartik Hazarika and general secretary Pranab Goswami said that the reports published in a section of vernacular media regarding the prospect of floating of a new political party was nothing but 'a propaganda'.

Mamoni denies report:

Guwahati: Noted writer Mamoni Raisom Goswami dismissed the report published in a section of vernacular newspapers on June 24 regarding stalemate in the ongoing process of negotiation between the Centre and the ULFA. The ULFA 'c-in-c' Paresh Barua had told that the outfit would not sit at the negotiation table. But Goswami, on June 24 over telephone from New Delhi, termed it as "completely baseless". 

News on 26th June '05
AJYCP for update of NRC within 2 years:
Guwahati: The Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuva Chatra Parishad (AJCYP) has said the National Register of Citizens (NRC) should be updated within the stipulated time of two years. AJYCP advisor Dilip Patgiri said that the NRC should be updated within the next two years so as to facilitate detection and deportation of infiltrators. The youth body alleged that both the Congress and the BJP were politicalizing the infiltration issue for their selfish gains. After the NRC is updated, Bangladesh should be categorically told to accept all its nationals who had infiltrated into the region, he said. Former Assam chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta, Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) president Brindaban Goswami were among several political party leaders who attended the rally. 

Phukan Panel's term extended:

Guwahati: The State Government has extended the term of Justice PC Phukan Commission to inquire into the ethnic clashes between Hmars Dimasas in NC Hills and Cachar districts. The date for submission of the report has been fixed for June 30.

Inquiry into Nazrul killing:

Guwahati: The State Government has ordered an inquiry into the killing of Nazrul Haque, a teacher of Nalbari. The one-man inquiry commission under Lower Assam Divisional Commissioner CK Sharma would submit its report within a month.

News on 25th June '05
Patients caught between the devil and deep sea:
Barpeta: At a time when Dispur, or rather the Congress Government, is shouting from the rooftop regarding proper governance, people in the hinterland are still going without the very basic health care. Improved health services, which people in a democracy consider as their basic rights, is a distant hope for the villagers of Sathebari. Lack of basic amenities at Sarthebari primary health center in Barpeta district glares at the face of the patients visiting the PHC. 

ASEB irks Rowta consumers:

Rowta Chariali: Frequent power cuts in and around the greater Rowta Chariali area has severely disrupted the normal life of people here since the last forth night. The power supply from the Rowta power grid under Udalguri district has been affected to such an extent that the presence of electricity is becoming news for the locals rather than absence of it.

NE SPBs' meet concludes:
Guwahati: The two-day review meeting of the northeastern State Pollution Control Boards organized by Pollution Control Board, Assam under the aegis of Central Pollution Control Board, Delhi ended on June 22 with the State boards submitting various pollution control proposals. The Ministry Environment and Forest was represented by Dr. Nalini Bhatt, who emphasized on strengthening of the northeastern SPCBs and formulation of requisite plans and programmes related to abetment of pollution in the region.

Mahajan to address BJYM rally on June 23:

Guwahati: BJP's national general secretary Promod Mahajan, who has been touring the State since June 19, will address a sankalpa rally of the Assam unit of Bharatiya Janata Yuba Morcha (BJYM) on June 23 at Gitamandir High School playground in the city where about 5,000 BJYM activists will vow to put an end to the illegal infiltration of foreigners into Assam and oust the Tarun Gogoi-led congress government in the State.

Mahanta replies to show-cause: 

Guwahati: Ending all speculations as to whether he would supply to the show-cause issued by the AGP steering committee, former party president and two time Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta on June 22 sent in his reply to the party headquarters here thus putting an end to, at least for now, any chances of the State's main Opposition and regional party splitting the third time over in its nearly 20 years history. 

News on 24th June '05
CMs to move Manmohan:
Guwahati: chief Ministers of north-eastern states have decided to urge the center to provide better investor friendly incentives under the North- East Industrial Policy, 1997, for expeditious development of the region. The chief Ministers of the northeastern States would meet Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh in New Delhi in this regard on June 27. In fact, this was decided after Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi raised the issue (of incentives under the North-east Industrial Policy) at the North Eastern council (NEC) meet in Shillong on June 22. Gogoi had pointed out that in recent times investors from outside have tended to show more interests in investing in States like Himachal Pradesh and Uttaranchal rather than the Northeast in view of better investor-friendly incentives provided under the industrial policies of these two northern Indian States. 

Cops on look out ULFA's 'B' Company:

Guwahati: The police in Upper Assam are on maximum alert following intelligence inputs that the outward ULFA's or bravo Company council target security forces in Jorhat and Sivasagar districts. Meanwhile, peace facilitator Mamoni Raisom Goswami on June 23 said that she was planning to remind Defence Minister Pranab Mukherjee on her earlier plea for restraint in counter-insurgency offensive in view of the current peace initiative.

Employees demand fifth pay panel:

Guwahati: The Assam State Workers' and Employee's Sanmilan (ASWES) has demanded the constitution of the fifth Pay Commission by the State Government for revision of pay scales of its employees. Talking to the newsmen here on June 23, ASWES general secretary Jatindra Nath Bora said that after the first Pay commission was constituted in 1973, subsequent pay panels had been set up at intervals of every seven to eight years in 1981, 1989, 1996 respectively for revision of pay scales of the State government employees.

Hand over MHA; HC on Manorama case:

Guwahati: A single-judge bench of the Guwahati High Court, headed by Justice D Biswas, in its judgment on the sensational case related to the alleged rape and murder of the Manorama Devi of Manipur, on June 23 directed the Manipur Government to hand over the report of the Upendra Singh Inquiry Commission to the Ministry of Home Affairs without delay.

AMCH looks for the last straw:

Guwahati: The future of about 7,000 medical students of Assam Medical College Hospital (AMCH), Dibrugarh has jeopardized in the wake reports that the premier medical institution might be de-recognized by the Medical Council of India (MCI) "any moment". After the last inspection, back in1997, the MCI had repeatedly found the medical college had failed to fulfill the established norms, and such it might de-recognize the institution if it failed to meet the requisites before long.

Mahajan; BJP third alternative:

Guwahati: BJP general secretary Promod Mahajan has projected his party as the third alternative for the forthcoming assembly elections and indicated that the party would go it alone in the polls. Mahajan, who concluded the first phase of his visit to the State o June 23 as the BJP in-charge of Assam election, was addressing the press here before leaving for New Delhi on June 23 evening. 

News on 23rd June '0\5
State minority MLAs call Sonia:
Guwahati: The 16 member team of minority legislators from Assam Congress, which has been camping in the national capital for over a week, finally met AICC President Sonia Gandhi on June 21 morning and placed their demand for inducting Assam Rajya Sabha member Syeda Anwara Taimur into the Union Cabinet. During the hour-long meeting with the Congress High Command, the delegation retired its demand for the expulsion of MP Golam Osmani from the party for, what it termed, his "anti-party activities". Demanding the induction of Taimur into the delegation is also understood to have urged the AICC president to ensure that Osmani was not given a Union Cabinet berth. The delegation also demanded an inquiry on, what it termed "gross misuse" of MP's constituency development funds by Osmani.

Gogoi turns populist with an eye on polls:

Guwahati: In what is clearly being seen as populist decisions with an eye on the State Assembly elections to be held in a few months time, the Assam Cabinet on June 21 decided to reduce tax on essential items like potato, onion and garlic besides increasing the duration of maternity leave of for State Government employees with immediate effect, among others.

Infighting; BJP joins the party:

Guwahati: Call it the order of the day. After infighting in the ruling Congress and the single largest opposition AGP, differences have also come to the fore within the State BJP with a section of party heavyweights readying to submit written "complain" against some State executives of the party to Promod Mahajan on grounds that these executives of the have been "devoting their time to meet their personal interests and are showing least interests in the organizational matters of the party."

'Withdraw show-cause':

Guwahati: A day ahead of the time frame stipulated by the AGP steering committee for former AGP president and two-time Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta to respond to the 'show-cause' served to him, the Dispur Constituency Coordinator Committee has threatened to resort to an agitation if the 'show-cause' served to Mahanta is not withdrawn. A meet convened by the committee in the city on June21, wherein, more than 200 party activists including Arup Borborah, Dijen Bonjong as well as Prafulla Kumar Mahanta was present, maintained that only an "united AGP can defeat the Congress and conquer Dispur throne".

Jamiat sticks to guns, Gogoi still the target:

Guwahati: The Jamiat Ulema-e-Hind on June 21 made it absolutely clear that it would not budge an inch from the six-month ultimatum issued to the Tarun Gogoi Government and would definitely chalk out an action plan to oust it from power in case "no satisfactory measure" was initiated by the latter to meet its demands within the stipulated period. 

News on 22nd June '05
ULFA bombs State seat of power:
Guwahati: In less than 24 hours after the fierce encounters between security personal and ULFA militants in Nalbari district, in which four cadres of the outfit and a jawan were killed, the rebel outfit retaliated by triggering a concomitant to the Dispur Police Station at about 2.40 a.m. on June 20. Although no causalities have been reported in the blast, three rooms of the annexure building of the Secretariat, beside which the blast took place, were badly damaged.

History may repeat itself; Singh on ULFA demand:

Guwahati: Assam Governor Lt. Gen. Ajai Singh on June 20 said that peace in Assam is not negotiable and his government is committed to adopt all possible measures to ensure peace. Welcoming the peace initiatives taken by the Centre and the State Government in bringing ULFA to the negotiating table, Singh, during his speech at the Governor's Conference, said, "We must wait for their final Communication before giving any commitment."

Mahanta's response to show-cause soon:

Guwahati: Former Assam Chief Minister and Former AGP president Prafulla Kumar Mahanta, who was served a show-cause notice by the party steering committee, will submit his reply within the time stipulated for it. Sources closed to Mahanta said that the founder AGP chief took advice from his well-wishers and followers on the issue.

Eviction of Khasis; Settled amicably:

Guwahati: Assam and Meghalaya have agreed to ensure security of life and property of all Karbis and Pnars living in Assam and all Karbis living in Meghalaya, including the student community. This decision was taken at a high-level meeting on border issues between officials of the two neighbouring States held at the Assam Secretariat here on June 20. The meeting resolved that the encroachers of Umjakini proposed reserved forest evicted on June 6 last would be allowed to harvest the standing crops on the land freed from encroachment and would not be allowed to be encroached or re-cultivate further in the forest area. 

Timber seized from Chirang RF:

Kokrajhar: The development of Forest, Haltugaon division, Kokrajhar seized a huge quantity of sawn logs from the timber smuggled on June 19, from the Chirang reserve forest. Talking our correspondent, the Ranger of Jharbari Forest Range Ghanshyam Basumatary said that a Forest department team, led by Assistant Conservator of Forest Raghunath Boro, during its patrolling duty in Chirang reserve forest, saw the timber smugglers.

Police remand to Principal, Nagaon lecturers:

Nagaon: Eight persons, who were arrested on charges of anomalies in evaluation of answer scripts of degree examination conducted recently by Guwahati University, has been remanded to four days' police custody. It may be mentioned here that following the arrest of the main accused of the case, Abdul Matlib, lecturer of Doboka Hazi Anfar Ali College, police here recovered 1,500 copies of answer scripts of the examination from the residence of Matlib on June 21. 

Rabha Divas at Dibrugarh;

Dibrugarh; Bishnu Rabha Divas was observed at Xahityarathi Laxminath Bezbaruah Bhavan here with a day-long programme under the joint auspices of Dibrugarh unit of the Axom Xahitya Xabha and the Directorate of Cultural Affairs, Government of Assam Farida Saifuddin, vice president of Dibrugarh unit of the AXX hoisted the flag in the morning, while Mahibul Ahmed offered floral tributes at the portrait of Bishnu Rabha. 
News on 21st June '05
PCO owners bully officials, Dokmoka exchange locked:
Howraghat: The BSNL consumers here are facing tough weather as the authorities had to shut down its office at Dokmoka, allegedly due to bullying of its officers by some PCO owners! It may be mentioned here that following the decision of the authorities concerned to shut down its office, the BSNL consumers have been facing hardship in places like Dokmoka and Bokulia. The BSNL service in these areas have been disrupted during the last couple of weeks. 

AJYCP demo in Tinsukia:

Tinsukia: Hundreds of activist of Tinsukia district unit of the AJYCP staged a demonstration in front of the DC Tinsukia recently to press for their various long-pending demands. Later, they also submitted a memorandum to the Chief Minister, local MP and MLA in this regard.

Food poisoning in Barpeta:

Barpeta: About 45 people were affected by food poisoning at Barpeta recently. Reports said that the people fell ill and started vomiting after eating curd at a religious ceremony. All the affected people were rushed to Barpeta Civil Hospital. Meanwhile, the Barpeta district administration started inquiry to ascertain the cause of food poisoning.

CM wants Governor removed:
Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi is likely to move the Congress high command against Governor Lt. Gen (retd) Ajai Singh demanding his removal for his "anti-government" stand regarding the release of the jailed ULFA central executive members. Sources close to the Chief Minister said that the State Congress is not feeling comfortable to contest the forthcoming Assembly elections under Singh as the Governor of the State, and as such Gogoi is likely to demand his removal. He will leave for New Delhi soon.

KSU; Bring Arunachal Karbis back in ST list:

Guwahati: The Karbi Students Union of Assam (KSU) and the Arunachal Pradesh Karbi Students' union (APKSU) have raised the demand for ST status to the Karbis living in Arunachal Pradesh keeping mind their pathetic politico-economic condition. A KSU team, led by its president Bhogeswar Teron, has been visiting Karbi villages in Pacupari district in Arunachal Pradesh since June 18. The KSU leaders held a meeting with the APKSU on June 19 morning to discuss the socio-political condition of the Karbis in the neighbouring State.

Rs 280-crore project on the anvil:

Guwahati: An ambitious project with German collaboration, aimed at preserving the forest cover of the State, is all set to be launched early next year. The prime objective of the project is to put in place a concrete forest management mechanism with active participation of the people living in the fringe areas of state forests reserves, official sources here said. 

News on 20th June '05
AGP to hold ethnic meet in city:
Guwahati: The Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) has decided to hold an ethnic convention in the city soon. In a political affairs committee meeting of the AGP held at its headquarters here on June 18, the party has decided to work towards politically uniting the Bodos, Rabhas, Misings, Karbis, Deoris, Sonowal-Kacharis and tea tribes to protect their interests. The meeting presided Brindaban Goswami, for the forthcoming elections in the State.

Pay bills; Newspaper houses to Govt:

Guwahati; The newspaper organizations in the State have demanded for immediate payment of the pending advertisement bills published in the newspapers by the State Government. A team of newspaper house owners called on chief Minister Tarun Gogoi here recently and submitted a memorandum in this regard.

BBS burns books for erratum:

Guwahati: Activists of Guwahati district Bodo Sahitya Sabha on June 18 ablaze a mount of Bodo Language textbooks written by one Lachit Basumatary. It has been alleged two history books written by Basumatary for Class IX and Class X students of Bodo medium schools carry a fake SEBA approval and are full of errors. According to Bodo Sahitya Sabha sources, the books published by 'Kitap Samalay' have pushed the future of the student community to jeopardy on account of the countless mistakes that have appeared in them.

Stress on weather info share:

Guwahati: Assam Government has laid stress on swift information sharing on weather forecasting with the neighbouring States during floods so that it could get sufficient time to prepare itself for relief and rescue operations. The state government has also been awaiting the nod from the Union Ministry of External Affairs to send an experts' team to Bhutan to study the condition of kurichu dam, bursting of which caused devastating floods in the north bank of the Brahmaputra in Lower Assam last year. 

News on 19th June '05
2 Nigerians among 4 arrested:
Sivasagar: Two Nigerian citizens along with two Manipuri Youth have been arrested on allegations of attempting to produce fake currency notes. They are also suspected in concern of drug smuggling from the North East region.

Jorhat AGP for unity among leaders:

Jorhat: the present crisis in the AGP has irked the party workers, including a section of the senior leaders of the Districts. The workers and the sympathizers of the party president Brindaban Goswami and Prafulla Kumar Mahanta to give up their differences and work jointly for the future of the party. Meanwhile, in a letter to both Goswami and Mahanta, a section of AGP leaders of the district said that infighting between leaders had weakened the party base and it was adversely affecting the moral of the grassroots-level workers.

'Another Assam Agitation is the need of the hour:

Dibrugarh: "Another Assam Agitation is need of the hour to make the State free from illegal infiltrators," this was stated by Purbanchaliya Loka Parishad (PLP) general secretary Jibeswar Deka at the day-long convention of the Dibrugarh district unit of the PLP held at Dalimi Hall, Choukidinghee here recently. The PLP convention, while expressing its concern over the large-scale influx of Bangladeshi nationals into the State, said that the State government should frame certain rules to check purchase, sale and transfer of land to suspected nationals. The Parishad said that there should be no transactions of land with the infiltrators and suggested that a land distribution Act should be introduced in the State. 

Gogoi racing against time:
Guwahati: As if to free himself from a major burden and go 'freely and boldly' before the people for poll campaign, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi is racing against time to implement or initiate the projects and schemes, which had been promised by him in his last Budget speech, before September 30 this year. In a marathon meeting on review the projects and schemes, the Chief Minister has set targets for their implementation. According to sources close to Gogoi, foundations of as many as three flyovers in the city, at Bhangagarh, Gauhati Club and Six Mile, will be laid by July 15, regularation of 30,000 muster roll and work-charge employees, distribution of computers to HSLC passed candidates securing first division and implementation of Jibanjyoti Insurance Scheme by August 15 and providing warm garments to school students from six to ten years of age by September 30 this year.

Ex-students in job to bridge 'ATTSA rift': 

Guwahati: At a time when the State Congress Government is all set to announce a series of schemes to win the support of the agitated All Tea Tribes Students' Association (ATTSA) said of the tea tribes as a whole before the forthcoming Assembly elections, the rift in the ATTSA has created much confusion in the political circles here.

Assam heading for polls this year:

Guwahati: Will the State see early polls? If yes, that could be as early as November, 2005, tagged with the polls in Bihar. Sources close to Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on June 16 revealed that a discussion is doing the rounds in the Congress circle that the party would benefit the most out of the 'AGP rift' if Assam goes to polls as early as possible. Since the Bihar polls are slated for November this year, prudency dictates that any plea to the Election Commission for early polls would not bear fruit, sources in the Congress said.

Actors' Guild in awareness drive:

Guwahati: The Actors' Guild, a voluntary organization on culture, health youth welfare, has planned to bring awareness among the rural masses on AIDS, street children, child labour, public health and need for small savings. Initially, the organization would lay emphasis on membership drive all over Assam and try to go to the rural areas with awareness programmes in education, legal, socio-economic, cultural and health etc. fields, said Badal Das, president of the Guild. 

News on 18th June '05
AARC blames it on State Govt:
Guwahati: The territorial integrity of Assam, which is entangled in a number of boundary disputes with its neighbours like Nagaland, Meghalaya and Arunachal Pradesh, is at stake, and for this none other than the successive governments in the State should be blamed for their utter negligence towards the uplift of border areas. According to the findings of the Assam Administrative Reforms Commission (AARC) headed by Jatin Hazarika as the Chairman, the prime reason behind the large-scale encroachment of Assam land in the border areas by antisocial elements is meager amount funds being allocated for the uplift of the over 2,276- km border which the State shares with its neighbours, including West Bengal. According to the Commission, the minimal allocation of funds for border areas leads to underdevelopment, which, in turn, leads to sparse human population thereby making the areas vulnerable for encroachment by people from other sides of the border, which have well developed civic and other infrastructure.

Petrol pumps to go dry on 19: 

Guwahati: Along with the rest of the country, the petrol pumps of the State will also go dry for 24 hours from midnight of June 19. The greater Guwahati unit of the North East India Petroleum Dealers' Association (NEIPDA) has supported the call of the Federation of All India Petroleum Traders (FAIPT) to close all the petrol pumps in India demanding hike of commission and implementation of the accord signed by the oil industry. The association further threatened to launch an indefinite strike - "no purchase and no sale" - from July 18, if nothing is resolved by June 20.

Osmani; Party leaders out to block my berth in UPA Cabinet:

Guwahati: Already lakhs of rupees has been spent just to 'shut the mouth' of MP AF Golam Osmani. This is the fourth time in last seven months that Assam Congress ministers and MLAs are camping in New Delhi just to apprise the party high command of alleged anti-party activities of Osmani, which, they claimed pose, a threat to the minority vote bank of the party in the State. "We are here with a single point agenda, and this is to stop the anti-party utterances of Osmani, which have certainly been shattering the party's image among the minority communities in the State", said Wazed Ali Choudhury, Minister for Area development. 

News on 17th June '05
'Heritage site' in danger; ASI:
Guwahati: In this land where dawn starts with a spiritual note, people inhabiting this largest riverine island in the world are imbued with an earnestness fight against the furies of nature. Majuli, the river center of Neo-Vaishnavite culture and a unique cultural landscape, should not be a heritage in danger after it gets its final recognition from the UNESCO as a world heritage site.' Organized by a ASI in association with the Srimanta Sankardeva Kalakshetra Society and the Department of Cultural Affairs Department, Assam, this two-day-long workshop will deliberate on several issues like tourism potentiality, soil formation, erosion problem etc. of Majuli and will endeavour to brainstorm upon a management plan to preserve the seat of Xatra culture.

Assam highly vulnerable to AIDS; Report:

Guwahati: In a startling revelation that has raised a big question on the efficacy as well as the commitment of the State AIDS Control Society which has been entrusted to generate awareness about HIV/AIDS among the general population, the Economic Survey 2004-05, Government of India, has recategorized Assam, along with a few other States, as a highly vulnerable State in so far as AIDS I concerned based on the size of population, extent of migration and weak health infrastructure.

Christian body warns KAAC, Karbi plea on:

Guwahati: The Karbi Student's Union (KSA), the Karbi Association (KSA), the Karbi Youth Organization (KYO) and the Karbi Technical Unemployed Youths' Association (KTUYA) have appealed to the Meghalaya-based Joint Action Coordination Committee (JACC) of Meghalaya once again to withdraw the quit notice, which it had served to the people living in Meghalaya.

BJP demands Pradyut resignation:

Guwahati: The BJP on June 15 demanded resignation of Minister of State for Power Pradyut Bordoloi for the severe power crisis that has been plaguing the State. "The minister should step down immediately taking up moral responsibility for all the inefficiency and failure in the power sector," said Ashok Singhal, spokesperson of the State BJP. 

News on 16th June '05
CPI pleads delimitation panel defer process:
Guwahati: A CPI delegation submitted a nomination to Justice Kuldeep Singh, chairmen of the Delimitation Commission in New Delhi, recently urging him to postpone the delimitation process till the completion of updating the NRC taking 1971 as the cut-off year. This was stated by Promode Gogoi, CPI national executive member, on June 14.

CM fails to clip Osmani wings:

Guwahati: Even after a representation to Ms Sonia Gandhi by his loyalist minority ministers and MLAs to clip the 'wings' of AF Golam Osmani, Assam chief Minister Tarun Gogoi is yet to get rid of 'Osmani factor', which is seen as a 'threat' to him by many. The minority ministers and legislators, who are a worried lot because of the 'indifference' of the party high command towards their plea against Osmani, are going within a day or two. While a group of the delegation is already in New Delhi, another group is leaving Guwahati for the national capital tomorrow.

Notice to tea, coffee planters:

Guwahati: All the tea and coffee plantation owners in possession of five hectares a day, will have to register their plantation with the Labour Department offices in their respective districts under the Plantation Workers Act, 1951. According to sources, violation of this notice will tract panel action.

Ferry stranded in Brahmaputra:

Guwahati: An Assam inland Water Transport ferry carrying about 200 people from kuruwa to Fancy Bazar ghaat in the city on June 14 got stranded in the middle of the Brahmaputra creating panic among the passengers. It was stranded for about half-an-hour before the technical fault in the engine was rectified. 

News on 15th June '05
Mahajan to visit Assam again:
Guwahati: At a time when Asom Gana Parishad is tottering with internal 'unrest', the Bharitya Janata Party has already begun its warm up to the State election. BJP National General Secretary Pramod Mahajan is scheduled to visit Assam for the third time beginning June 19. Mahajan, according to BJP Assam unit spokesman Ashok Singhal, will meet and interact with party workers during his 5-day tour.

Mahanta's future hangs in balance:

Guwahati: The political future of former Chief Minister and AGP president Prafulla Kumar Mahanta hangs in balance as it depends on his reply of the show-cause notice served to him by the party steering committee on June 13. AGP sources said that if Mahanta's reply cannot satisfy the steering committee members, the senior leader might be suspended from the party for at least six years. They said that the ball is on Mahanta's court now. "At a time when no senior AGP leader, including president Brindaban Goswami in the print and the electronic media," the sources said.

Pradyut; Respite after renovation:

Guwahati: State Power minister Praduyt Bordoloi on June 13 said that the on-going power crisis in the State could be tied over by resorting to some "crisis management measures". Addressing a press conference here on June 13, Bordoloi, who had to face severe criticism from various quarters for his alleged failure to culminate the unprecedented power crisis that has paralysed the State since days, claimed that no load shedding had been done since June 12.

Integration must for result; NSCN (IM):

Guwahati: A top NSCN (IM) leader on June13 said that there can be no final solution to the Naga problem unless there is a 'physical and political integration' of the Naga areas in the Northeast. He said his group's general Secretary Thuingaleng Muivah may leave India 'any time', and henceforth unless the situation warranted, the talks would take place in a 'third country.' 

News on 14th June '05
Goswami defends show-cause to Mahanta:
Guwahati: AGP president Brindaban Goswami on June 12 defended the issuance of show-cause notice by the steering committee of the party to former chief minister and party president Prafulla Kumar Mahanta for his recent comments against the leadership and other members of the party. Former Home Minister Bhrigu Phukan, on the other hand, expressed his dissatisfaction over the infighting in the AGP. He urged the party leadership to put an end to infighting.

AGP to fight poll under Goswami:

Guwahati: The Asom Gana Parishid, in its steering committee meeting concluded last night, has decided to fight the forthcoming election under the leadership of party president Brindaban Goswami, and expressed its confidence to form a non-Congress government in the State. Besides, the party has also decided to hold talks with other regional parties for forging electoral alliances. As its first step towards finalizing a concrete electoral strategy, the political affairs committee of the party will sit at Guwahati on June 18, said Brindaban Goswami on June 12.

BJYM recruitment drive in Assam:

Guwahati: The Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha (BJYM) has launched a recruitment drive to enroll one lakh youths of Assam as members of the BJP's youth wing. BJYM State president Jayanta Kumar Das said that along with the recruitment drive, the BJYM would create awareness among the people at the grass-root level against the 'corrupt' Congress Government in the State. People would also be made aware on the fact that identity of Assam will be jeopardized due to unabated influx from Bangladesh.

AGP 'rift'; All eyes on SYS meet:

Guwahati: The so-called 'disciplinary action' taken by the AGP steering committee against former chief Minister and founder AGP president Prafulla Kumar Mahanta has incited the rift within the single largest Opposition party of the State, further strengthening the possibility of a split which has been speculated since long. In view of the latest development, the convention of the relatively unknown organization - Sanmilita Yuba Samaj (SYS) - which is slated for June 27 in the city, has assumed much significance. The convention, which is being convened to discuss various problems of the State, may emerge as the turning point of the State politics as political pundits do not rule out the possibility of floating a new party under the leadership of Mahanta. 

News on 13th June '05
Deka for dialogue with ULFA, keeps silent on AXX role:
Chabua: President of the Axom Xabha Kanaksen Deka has stressed the need for solving the ULFA problem through dialogue. He said that if the people of Assam want a separate State, he has no objection to it. He, however, declined to comment on Xabha's role in solving the ULFA problem. Deka was participating in an interaction programme organized by the AXX here recently. Urging people to follow Assamese culture and the language in their day-to-day life, the senior journalist of the State apprehends that the Assamese culture will lose its popularity, if every Assamese fail to realize the impending threat on the language soon. He also spoke on the initiative of the AXX to popularize Assamese language among the commoners.

Power shortage hits Assam; Now, SMS against ASEB:
Sivasagar: "This is the limit. Sivasagar is under darkness 15 to 18 hours a day. Declare a strategic war against the ASEB. Joi Aai Asom". This is the script of the SMS sent by thousands of the agitated cell phone users against the ASEB in Sivasagar. Along with the rest of the shortage of power supply has also hit Sivasagar district. Due to shortage of power, the ASEB authorities in the NO 1 and 2 ASEB circle of the district have failed to supply electricity in a vast area here. It may be mentioned that under the No 1 and 2 ASEB circle of the district, the ASEB authorities have resorted to power cut for more than 10 to 12 hours a day. It is even worse in the rural areas. The ASEB authorities here have been able to supply power to the rural areas for less than four to five hours a day. With the increase in mercury level, the erratic supply of power has severely affected the normal life of the people in the district. Even though Assam Minister for Power Pradyut Bordoloi has assured the people of the State of taking adequate steps to restore the deplorable power scene of the state, the people here have termed the alleged lack of work culture and negligence towards duty of the ASEB employees as one of the prime causes of the present situation.

AGP meet starts, rift apparent:

Guwahati: Despite AGP president Brindaban Goswami's claim that 'the discipline within the party is intact', an apparent rift within the party appeared on June 10 when party general secretary Hiten Goswami came down heavily on former Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta for his recent statements questioning his 'dedication'. Mahanta also castigated the party president for isolating a section of party men. Meanwhile, the crucial two-day AGP steering committee meet commenced at Dilip Kumar Saikia's residence at the MLA Hostel here in the evening on June 10. The meet, according to sources, was also marred by a heated exchange on various issues ranging from the proposed delimitation of constituencies to the party strategy in the forthcoming Assembly elections. All the steering committee members, barring Thaneswar Boro, who is a known 'Mahanta loyalist', were present in the meet. 
News on 12th June '05
ULFA awaits PMO letter:
Guwahati: The ULFA on June 10 showed its desire for negotiation with the Centre when it informed the local media that it was waiting for the 'formal letter' from the PMO inviting it for peace talks. In an e-mail, ULFA chairman Arabinda Rajkhowa said that they had received the content of the letter through the e-mail sent by the peace negotiator Dr Indira Goswami while the hard copy the letter was yet to reach them. The ULFA statement came within 24 hours after Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi had met Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh on the matter of release of the jailed leaders of the ULFA as demanded by the rebel group.

Transfer: AARC smells a rat:

Guwahati: It is the worst-kept secret in the State. The fact that the routine transfer and posting of government employees can match any top trade in the State should not come as a surprise to observers. But what this has done to the State is that the entire administration today is almost crumbling, as the procedures involve huge financial implications. Interference of ministers even in the transfer of petty posts like constables, peons and LDAs, through a section of dalals seen loitering about in the Janata Bhavan precincts, has become the order of the day. It may be mentioned that Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, in the very first year of his tenure, had announced that strict guidelines should be maintained regarding the transfer and posting of the government employees. Some of the guidelines were maintained for a year or so, but thereafter, things were back to square one.

Gohain dares NRC directorate:

Guwahati: BJP MP Rajen Gohain on June 10 questioned the legality of the Directorate of NRC, which has been formed by the State Government to update the National Register of Citizens. "The task of preparing the NRC is in the Central list, and it is not a State subject", Gohain said and added that in the Citizenship (Registration of Citizens and Issue of National Identity Cards) Rules, 2003 it was clearly stated that 'a director of citizen registration' would be appointed by the Union Government. The BJP MP has alleged that Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi has tried to play vote bank politics by appointing Dipak Sarma as the Director for updating the NRC of 1951 with a detailed guideline and a time frame of two years taking March 25, 1971 as the cut-off year.

KSA for solution to disputed areas:

Guwahati: The Karbi Students' Association (KSA) has sought a permanent solution to the long-standing dispute over the Block-1 and Block-2 areas along the Karbi Anglong-Meghalaya border. L Timun, general secretary of the students' body, said that the Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council (KAAC) had undertaken an eviction drive in three villages - Lumdorbar, Chitalong and Kanuthor- situated in the forest areas of Block-2 as per the orders of the apex court. The incident, however, was misinterpreted by a section of the local media, following which a 'quit notice' was served to the Karbis of Meghalaya by the Khasi Students' Union (KSU), Joint Action Coordination Committee (JACC), the RBYF and the FKJGP, he said.

Talks with UPDS, DHD on June 13:

Guwahati: The UPDS and DHD- two major rival insurgent outfits in Assam's twin hill districts on ceasefire now- will be holding another round of peace talks with the Centre separately on June 13. UPDS sources here on June 10 told that a seven-member team led by the outfit's joint secretary Wazaru Mukrang would hold the fourth round of talks with the Centre. 

News on 11th June '05
Pradip: Locate missing ULFA leaders
Guwahati: ULFA vice-chairman Pradip Gogoi on June 9 demanded of Indian and Bhutan governments to take joint efforts to ascertain the whereabouts of three of the group's central executive members, Ashanta Baghphukan, Bening Rabha and Robin Neog, who have been missing since the Royal Bhutan Army's 'Operation All Clear' launched from December, 2003 to January, 2004.

Farnandes meets Bhrigu, hints at alliance:

Guwahati: NDA convenor George Farnandes hinted at a 'strong alliance' to fight the ensuing Assembly elections in the State. "A united effort is the need of hour to achieve the common goal of ousting the ruling Congress from power", he said while addressing the press here on June 9 before leaving for New Delhi at the end of his two-day visit to Assam. Fernandes said that he had met AGP leader Bhrigu Kumar Phukan here last night and "discussed about the possible strategy to be taken before the forthcoming elections in the State".

Crucial AGP meet from June 10:

Guwahati: At a time when hectic parleys are on among various political parties in view of the forthcoming Assembly polls in the State, the AGP, which is already baffled by sundry speculations highlighted by the media regarding the 'happenings' in the Prafulla Kumar Mahanta camp, has convened a two-day-long steering committee meeting starting on June 9 at an undisclosed venue.

Reforms panel on job to mend ways:

Guwahati: Departmental inquires also called departmental proceedings (DPs) against officials to probe allegations of irregularities against them, more often than not, vanish in the middle of the process giving the 'tainted' officials their escape routes. As the time passes by, the Government too forgets the allegations, and the 'tainted officials, who are generally suspended during the inquires, get reinstalled and get all treatments, including promotions, at par with other officials. There are over hundred of such instances in which the departmental proceedings have in the air in the State administration.

CPI for delimitation after NRC update:

Guwahati: The CPI favours completion of delimitation of the 126 Assembly constituencies in Assam after the National Register for Census (NRC) is updated in 2007. CPI national executive member Promode Gogoi on June 9 told here that he met the Chairman of the Delimitation Commission in New Delhi on June 6 to submit a detailed report on the party's assessment of the issue. 

News on 10th June'05
Nagaon AGP threatens stir, urges people to keep faith in Mahanta:
Haiborgaon: The Nagaon district unit of the AGP has threatened to launch a Statewide agitation, if the party leadership headed by its president Brindaban Goswami, fail to include the founder president of the party and former Chief Minister of Assam Prafulla Kumar Mahanta in the State executive committee of the party immediately. It may be mentioned that Nagaon district of the party had nominated Mahanta to the executive committee of the party recently. President of the Nagaon district unit of the AGP Atul Kumar Sharma urged the central leadership of the party, including its president Brindaban Goswami to include Mahanta in the executive committee of the party. "Otherwise the Nagaon district unit of the AGP would launch a Statewide agitation", he said, adding that being a loyal activist of the AGP, Prafulla Kumar Mahanta is always working for the overall development of the party.

War of words hots up between ABSU-Hagrama:
Kokrajhar: The all Bodo students Union (ABSU) has taken serious note of the remarks by BTC chief Hagrama Mohilary to the media, which it says, would hurt the prestige of the powerful students' body. Mohilary, had few days back said that the present ABSU leader ships led by its president Rwngra Narzary and secretary Gautam Masahary was not efficient enough to run the Union. Strongly reacting to the statement, the ABSU president Rwngara Narzary said the statement Mohilary against students' leaders was immature in its content. Narzary said that Mohilary, who has now got the added responsibility of maintaining peace and unity in BTC region, should refrain from such remarks, which speaks of arrogance stemming from the newly-found power.

Sonaram turns 91, tributes showered:

Jorhat: "A religious man must remain a revolutionary till there are errors in society which need to be eradicated"; Sankardev award winner freedom fighter and Vaishnavite scholar Sonaram Chutia said at a function at the precincts of JB College here to felicitate him on his 91st birthday on June8. Sources of religious cultural, social and educational organizations paid homage to the grand old man of Assam who had played a decisive role in forming a greater Assamese society devoid of caste distinctions.

KAAC team in Delhi to meet PM:

Diphu: A 20 member team from Karbi Anglong led by CEM, KAAC, Khorsing Engti on June 7, left Guwahati on its way to Delhi for discussion with Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, Home Minister Shivraj Patil and UPA chairperson Ms Sonia Gandhi to press further their demand for an autonomous State comprising the twin hill districts of Assam. Meanwhile, five members have already reached Delhi in advance and more delegates from NC Hills are likely to attend. The team will be accompanied by MP Biren Sing Engti. 

HS Art, Commerce results declared:
Guwahati: a total of 74,963 candidates have passed in the Higher Secondary Arts stream and 5,486 candidates in the Commerce stream, the results of which were declared on June 7 by the Assam Higher secondary Educational Council. The pass percentage in the Arts stream is 57.08, a marked improvement over last year's 53.79 percent. Altogether, 1, 31,336 candidates had appeared for the Arts examinations. Out of the Successful candidates, 4,420 secured first Division 21,051 secured second and 49,492 secured third division. Ankur Pratim Saikia, an institutional private candidate topped the list of the first ten position holders securing 419 marks out of 500 with letter marks in English, Economics, Logic and Philosophy and statistics.

AASU asks B'deshis to leave State:

Guwahati: While demanding the omission of the Citizens' act, under which the children of the

'Foreign' origin are granted citizen rights, the AAASU on June 7 appealed to all the illegal migrants to leave the State on their own. The students' body has also warned the political parties and organizations not to paint communal colour on the issue.

Report on administrative reforms submitted:

Guwahati: The Assam Administrative reforms Commission (AARC) headed by Jatin Hazarika submitted its final report to chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on June 7 and urged him to fix a time frame of 6 months for the implementation of the reform measures suggested by the commission. The Commission felt that the recommendations, which just required system restructuring and readjustment without any huge financial implication, if implemented, could usher in 'a new era of citizen friendly, responsive and effective public administration in the state'.

No rain, no power; New ASEB mantra:

Guwahati: The beleaguered ASEB, has now pinned all its hopes on the power crisis in the State could tide over. Water being the prime source of generating electricity in the State, the production of all units of both the National Hydroelectric Power Corporation (NHPC) and North Eastern Electrical and Power Corporation (NEEPCO) have been cut short due to want of rainfall. The projects under the ASEB have also reportedly performed below par. 

News on 9th June '05
GOC reviews upper Assam law and order:
Guwahati: Lt General Arvind Sharma, AVSM, VSM, GOC-in-C Eastern Command, on June 8 visited 41 Sub Area at Jorhat. A release issued by the General Officer was received by the Defence wing on June 8 said that the General Officer was received by the Commander of 41 Sub area who briefed him about the prevailing insurgency situation in upper Assam districts.

AGP moves PM on Subansiri Project:

Guwahati: The principal opposition AGP has expressed concern over the 'lack' of scientific approach in the construction of Lower Subansiri Hydroelectric Dam Project by the NHPC in the State. In a letter to the Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh, AGP general secretary Dilip Saikia alleged that the NHPC did not make any provision for moderation of flood and irrigation.

Advani's comments justified, says George:

Guwahati: Former Defence Minister and NDA chairman George Fernandes on June 8 strongly justified the 'comments' of Lal Krishna Advani on Mohammad Ali Jinnah, which he had made during his recent visit to Pakistan. Adding new twist to the current developments regarding the controversy, Fernandes has advocated for a nationwide debate on the role of Jawahar Lal Nehru in the partition of the nation.

Assam bid to get power from Sikkim, Bhutan:

Guwahati: To tide over the power crisis in Assam, the State Government is trying to get its hare of power being generated in Sikkim and Bhutan, the power of which goes to the eastern Powergrid, the beneficiary States being West Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. Talking to newsmen here, Assam minister of State for Power (independent charge) Pradyut Bordoloi said that Assam, being the worst affected State by the river waters from Bhutan, had every right to get power being generated in the Himalayan Kingdom as compensation. He said that he would raise the issue at his meeting with Union power Minister at New Delhi on June 9. On the power being generated in Sikkim is Assam's sister state which is getting a huge chunk of NEC funds for its hydel projects, Assam has the legitimate claim to get the power which goes to States like West Bengal, Bihar and Orissa.

Cong gearing up in Sonitpur:

Guwahati: With the passing of time, the Congress party has launched a massive drive in Sonitpur district to strengthen its base at the grass root level. It may be mentioned here that keeping the forthcoming assembly polls in mind the party has been organizing various workshops among the Congress workers as well as public meetings here. Meanwhile, senior Congress leader and the Member of Legislative assembly, Assam from Biswanath Constituency Nurjamal Sarkar has said that the congress party would retain power in the coming Assembly election scheduled to be held in 2006. Elaborating on various Government-sponsored wel-fare schemes, Sarkar said that the future of the Assamese, especially those living below the poverty line, would be safe only in the hands of the congress.

Polls countermanded:

Kokrajhar: The Assam Election Commission on June 8 countermanded Bodoland Territorial Areas District (BTAD) polls in Dotma and Banargaon constituencies held last month. The commission has directed the district election officer to keep ballot boxes and other election related material under lock and key with the Kokrajhar treasury.

Massive eviction drives at KA reserve forests:

Diphu: The forest department of Karbi Anglong district (East Division), with the help of Karbi Anglong district administration and police station successfully carried out an eviction drive recently at the proposed reserve forest of Lahorijan located near Assam-Nagaland border. During the course of the eviction drive, at least 10 families who had encroached on the forestland were evicted and 10 illegally built houses were demolished. About 500 hectares of forestland were freed from the clutches of encroachers. 

News on 8th June '05
Poachers kill 2 Pobitora rhinos:
Guwahati: Two rhinos have been killed by poachers at the Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary near here. Superintendent of Police R Bhuyan told that a case was registered by the Dolphin Conservation Society at Mayong police station on June 6. According to Bhuyan, the poaching took place near the Pagladuba camp of the forest guards within the sanctuary. He also admitted that there were reports of poaching of rhinos in Pobitora in the past.

Decks 'cleared' for release of 5 ULFA leaders:

Guwahati: In what is likely to be the biggest step towards peace talks with the proscribed ULFA, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on June 6 hinted that the release of five jailed ULFA leaders in almost certain, and is awaiting the seal of New Delhi. To facilitate the process, the Chief Minister is leaving on June 7 for New Delhi where he will meet Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and National Security advisor MK Narayanan to complete what is being seen as a mere formality. The move is to enable the outfit to take a decision on the PMO's invitation to it for peace talks.

Adulteration threat; FIs look the other way:

Guwahati: It may not take much time for the market to be flooded with adulterated food and substandard drugs if the food inspectors and district authorities persist with their lackadaisical attitude. It may be mentioned here that a month back, letters of instructions had been sent to all the deputy commissioners by the Health Department to get lists of all pharmacies and stockiest of drugs in the State and see whether they adhere to the regulations set under the Drugs Control Act. But regrettably, as the district authorities did not comply with the notices issued with the approval of CK Das, Additional Chief Secretary (Health), a rejoinder had to be sent by the department.

OIL adds Rs 1,000 crore to State coffer:

Guwahati: The Oil India Limited (OIL) has contributed to the tune of Rs 1,000 crore to the State government in 2004-05 out of a total profit of Rs 1,061 crore during the same period. The profit saw an increase of 12 per cent over the previous year. OIL General Manager (Pipeline0 SC Barua has said that out of the total of Rs 1,000 crore, Rs 800 crore was contributed through royalty and sales tax to the State's exchequer and Rs 200 crore in terms of subsidy on crude oil transportation tariff to the North-east refineries and for the natural gas supplied to the gas consumers in Assam. 

News on 7th June '05
Don't Believe in Mahajan
Jorhat: The activists of the Jorhat District youth Congress took out a rally on June 4 and shouted slogans against the "communal agenda" of the BJP in the State. Terming the visit of Pramod Mahajan, BJP's election in-charge for Assam as malicious, the president of the Jorhat District youth Congress, Nilkantha Bora, said that the BJP agenda would only foment divisiveness.

Union Minister for proper utilization of Govt aid:

Silchar: Union Minister for Heavy industries and public Enterprises Santosh Mohan Dev distributed financial aid and GCI sheets to the beneficiaries on June 4, who were affected by flood of last year, an official press release said. Speaking on the occasion at Meherpur in Silchar, Dev urged upon the beneficiaries to utilize the money and material properly. Kalyani Das, president, Cachar Zila Parishad and Sunanda Sengupta, Deputy Commissioner, Cachar also attended the distribution ceremony.

Hagrama-led BTC formed:
Kokrajhar: The executive Council of the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) was administrated the oath of office and secrecy by Assam Chief Secretary S Kabilan at the Government HS & MP School here on June 3. A crowd of around 5,000 people, braving the sweltering heat after heavy night showers, watched their representatives with much hope and expectations. 

Jorhat traders down shutters:

Jorhat: About 178 shops in the Unnayan Bhavan of Jorhat Municipal Board (JMB) downed their shutters and prevented the JMB chairman from entering the complex in protest against removal of glow signs of the JMB, the signboard have been put up without any permission.

Respect HC order on OBB teachers; SAKP to Govt:

Gauripur: The Sadou Asom Karmachari Parishad (SAKP) will sit with Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi again to settle the burning problem of OBB teachers. SAKP general secretary Basab Kalita said that the Government should respect the Gauhati High Court's judgment as regard to the OBB teachers. Mentioning that a large number of OBB teachers have been rendering services without food due to financial crunch, Kalita made it clear that payment of salary and regularization of their service should be taken into priority basis by the State government as because the Gauhati High Court had passe4d a judgement in favour of the OBB teachers. 

News on 6th June '05
2 ULFA cadres shot dead at Doomdooma:
Guwahati: In a fierce encounter between the Army and the ULFA two cadres of the latter were killed on the spot at Jokaichowkgaon under Doomdooma police station at 8.30 on June 5 morning. The slain ULFA cadres have been identified as 'sergeant major' Tao alias Apurba Baruah (32) of Makum and Pawan Moran alias Pranoy Moran of Dighal Tarang Baghjangaon. Two others, a girl and a Jawan, also sustained injuries in the shoot-out. 

Intervention of CM sought on appointment:

Guwahati: The All Assam Unemployed Association (AAUA) has sought Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi's intervention in the in the appointment of assistant enforcement inspectors and enforcement checkers in the Transport Department. In a memorandum to Gogoi, the association has demanded of the Government to allow autonomous bodies like Guwahati University, the Board of Secondary Education, Assam or the Assam Public Service Commission to conduct the selection tests.

NC Hills shot-out; KNF cadre killed:

Guwahati: A kuki National front (KNF) cadre was killed in an encounter with a joint team of police, the Army and the CRPF at Khelmabasti under Maibang police station in North Kachar Hills in the wee hours on June 5. According to sources, the security forces were conducting a night-long operation in the area resulting inn the encounter at around 5.30 in the morning. The slain militant is yet to be identified. The sources further said that a number of other KNF militants fled.

Blast in city railway colony:

Guwahati: A blast rocked the railway colony at East Gota Nagar in Maligaon under Jalukbari police station at around 8a.m. on June 4. The explosion occurred in the premises of quarters number A3. However, no one injured in it. The police latter dug up the campus of the quarters and recovered1.9 kg of RDX and 250 gm of TNT. Ten cartridges were also recovered from a beauty box of Doli Deka, an HS first year student and the daughter of Tapan Deka, the resident of the quarters. Other things like splinters and bearing balls have been recovered from the house.

ULFA term; PMO for date with Gogoi:

Guwahati: Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi will contact the Centre on the release of ten jailed ULFA leaders as demanded by the outfit so as ton enable it to take a decision on the PMO's invitation for peace talks. Noted writer Dr. Mamoni Raisam Goswami told over telephone from New Delhi on June 4 that National Security Advisor MK Narayanan had telephoned and asked her to convey the message that Narayanan wanted to talk to him.

Mahajan may be arrested; Gogoi:

Guwahati: As if flared up by the BJP's hectic campaigning at upper Assam under the leadership of party stalwart Pramod Mahajan, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on June 4 questioned the party's motive, and termed the ongoing programmes of the party in the State as a "vilification campaign". Talking to newsmen at the Janata Bhavan in the city on June 4, Gogoi delineated Mahajan as a "troubleshooter" and said that the BJP leader has come here to disturb the communal harmony in the State. He also said "Before every election, the BJP raises the foreigner issue and forgets it afterwards But the people of Assam are politically conscious," he said "If necessary he (Mahajan) may be arrested for instigating the people on communal grounds," Gogoi added. 

News on 5th June '05
Free jailed leaders; Pradip:
Guwahati: Jailed vice-president of the proscribed United Liberation Front of Assam (ULFA) Pradip Gogoi has sought for 'unconditional release' of all the top leaders of the outfit who, including himself, are behind the bars so as to enable the group to sit together and take a decision on the PMO's invitation for peace talks. "It is the State Government as well as the Government of India which have to prove wheatear they are serious and sincere regarding the proscribed talks with the ULFA," said Gogoi, while talking to the reporters in the designated court on June 3.Since leaders of the NDFB and NSCN (IM) have been released from jail to facilitate the peace process, the Government should take a similar step in case of the ULFA, he suggested.

Dutta; No vehicle requisition, only hire:

Guwahati: Assam Government has amend ed section 4 of the Assam Requisition and Control of Vehicle Act, 1968 replacing the word 'Requisition' with and Control of Vehicles in the State by the Army, the police and the State administration. Moreover, rates for hiring vehicles have been enhanced in consonance with the market rates. Transport Minister of Assam, Anjan Dutta said that the government had done away with the practice of requisition of private vehicles since the vehicle owners, most of whom were local educated unemployed youths, pressed their vehicles into service after obtaining them online purchase agreements with banks and other financial instructions. 
News on 4th June '05
Italy for better trade ties with Assam:
Guwahati: Identifying a number of areas for mutual cooperation with Assam, Italian Ambassador to India Antonio Armellini laid stress on enhancing trade relations with the State. He called on Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, Governor Lt. Gen (retd) Ajai Singh and officials of the CII and trade bodies on May 31 to explore the potential areas for mutual cooperation. Talking to the newsmen here at night on June 1, Armelini said that he had identified some areas such as leather, agro-business, organic food and infrastructure for trade relations. He further said that Assam had a lot of potential for the tourism industry and it might be an area for Italian investment.

ULFA seeks US influence:

Guwahati: The chairman of the banned United Liberation Front of Assam (ULFA), Arabinda Rajkhowa, has "appealed" to US President George Bush to use American influence in bringing about a satisfactory solution to the 'Assam-India' conflict. The ULFA chairman, in the letter addressed to the American President, dated May 11, 2005, drew the attention of the US President towards what he termed as an armed conflict between Assam and India where 10,000 precious lives had been lost. He has termed the people of Assam as being subjugated people. He has even said that Assam was never a part of India.

Gogoi's tenure-end bonanza for staff:

Guwahati: Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on June 1 announced another bonanza for the State Government employees. The dearness allowance (DA) for them has been increased by three percent to 67 percent, which is at par with that of the Central government employees. Gogoi made this announcement after a meeting with representatives of the Sadou Asam Karmachari Parishad (SAKP) at the Janata Bhavan. The Government has also agreed in principle to merge the 50 percent of the DA with the basic pay and count the rest 17 percent as DA, a demand the SAKP ahs been fighting for.

Upper Assam exodus a Cong game-plan; AGP MLA:

Bilasipara: Senior AGP leader and the party MLA Bhupen Roy has alleged that the exodus of a section of the doubtful citizens from some upper Assam districts of the State was a game-plan of the Congress Party to divert the attention of the masses from the gross failure of the State Government to fulfill the grievances of the people. Severely criticizing the Congress party, Bhupen Roy alleged that following the order of the State Government the Dibrugarh Police forced some daily wage labourers of the minority community to board some lower-Assam bound vehicles and immediately launched an extensive publicity campaign against the AASU and the AGP in the minority-dominated areas against the exodus.

Narzary optimistic of Hagrama's 'able' leadership:

Kokrajhar: BPPF president Rabiram Narzary has welcomed Hagrama Mohilary as the chief Executive Member of the Bodoland Territorial Council and expressed his hope that the council would be powerful under the able leadership of Mohilary and fulfill the remaining clauses of the BTC Accord. Narzary, in a press conference held on May 31 at BPPF central office here at Kokrajhar, said that a mature and stable political party is essential for the development of the region for which the veteran politicians should come forward.

News on 3rd June '05
AGP backs release of ULFA leaders:
Guwahati: The Assam Gana Parishad (AGP) has said that the State Government should release the ten jailed ULFA leaders as demanded by the militant outfit for restoration of peace in the State. Speaking to the source here on June 2, AGP general secretary Dilip Kumar Saikia said that the demands of the proscribed outfit deserved consideration and added that there are plenty of examples of freeing members of insurgent groups for greater interest of the nation.

SJMA to submit memo to President, PM:

Guwahati: A delegation of the Sanmilita Janagosthiya Mancha, Asom is scheduled to leave for New Delhi on June 5 to submit a memorandum to the President and the Prime Minister demanding a round table conference for finding out a democratic solution to the issue of autonomy for various ethnic communities.

APYC leader, 7others arrested:

Guwahati: The police on May 2 arrested Assam Pradesh youth Congress (APYC) general secretary Jepul Barua and seven others for their alleged involvement in extortion from coal depots in Beltola area in the city in the name of 'Rastriya Yuva Parishad.' One Mahabir Singh, owner of a coal depot, field an FIR against the Youth Congress leader. Acting on the FIR, the police arrested Jepul and seven others- Kapil Phukan, Ambarish Kakoti, Pratik Dutta, Homeswar Talukdar, Kalpa Barman, Gautam Das and Hasim Ali. A Maruti car ahs also been seized from their possession.

BTC members take oath, official swearing-in on June 2:

Kokrajhar: The 38 newly-elected members of the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) took oath on June 2 at the temporary Assembly building here making the first full-fledged Council operational. BPPF president Rabiram Narzary was a conspicuous absentee. Sources said that he was not invited. The members, including Hagrama Mohilary, were administrated the oath of office by Lower Assam Commissioner CK Sharma. The members will take the official oath on June 3 at the Government HS &MP School here.

Probables for Hagrama team:

Kokrajhar: The stage is all set for Hagrama Mohilary to take over as the Chief Executive Member (CEM) of the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) on June 3. Preparations are going on in full swing for the historic event at the Kokrajhar High School & MP playground, to be attended, among others Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi and Chief Secretary S Kabilan.

Op in Jorhat, ammo found from 'MASS' activist:

Jorhat: The security forces second Hikozi Sapori, Dhodang Sapori, north-west Jorhat, Gorumara and Salmora areas on June 2 in an attempt to nab militants who are believed to be taking shelter in these areas. In another development last night, the police picked up suspected MASS activist Mridul Rahman from the Baligaon and recovered several rounds of ammunition from him. 

News on 2nd June '05
Gogoi not averse to 'freeing' ULFA leaders:
Guwahati: Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on May 31 said that his Government would study the pros and cons of freeing the ten jailed central executive committee members of the United Liberation Front of Assam (ULFA) so as to pave the way for its peace negotiations with the center if the rebel group makes a formal proposal to the State Government towards that end. Writer Mamoni Raisom Goswami, on the other hand, said that she would talk to the Prime Minister's Office (PMO) through National Security Council (NSC) Advisor MK Narayanan on the condition set by the ULFA.

'No harm in considering demand':

Guwahati: The ULFA condition demanding release of ten of its top leaders before the proscribed organization moved ahead for talks with the Centre was greeted by a number of intellectuals of the State. Kanak Sen Deka, the president of the Axom Xahitya Xabha, while welcoming the ULFA's condition, said that there was no harm in releasing the ten detained leaders. He said that this will facilitate a democratic discussion within the ULFA and help its top brass to go ahead for the talks with Centre. He added that the time was ripe for the for such a move as the jailed ULFA leaders by now must have understood the support of the Assamese for the talks.

Utilize water for econ uplift, says Governor:

Guwahati: All efforts to cope with the most pertinent problem of the State i.e. the perennial food should become self-sustaining so that the disaster can be converted into economic benefit. This was stated by Assam Governor Lt. Gen (retd) Ajay Singh at the inaugural function of the 20th water Resource Day observed by the Institution of Engineers here on May 31. He further stated that with adequate practical measures, the water resources of the State will ensure economic development and become a boon for the State.

Centre-NDFB ceasefire begins on May 31:

Guwahati: The year-long ceasefire agreement between the Centre and the outlawed national Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) comes into effect from midnight on May 31 to bring an end to the decades of bloodshed and violence. The agreement to this effect had been signed between the parties in New Delhi on May26 in presence of senior government officials and bodo leaders. As per the agreement the NDFB will maintain peace during the year, will not carry out any hostile or violence activities against the security forces or the civilians. The security forces, in turn, will desist from carrying out any operation against the outfit. 

Hagrama all set to lead BTC:

Guwahati: Hagrama Mohilary was on May 29 unanimously elected the chief of the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC). All the 37 newly elected members of the BTC met on May 29 afternoon at the Bodoland Guest House at Guwahati and elected Mohilary, the chief of the outgoing interim BTC. Outgoing deputy chief of the BTC Chandan Basumatary proposed his name and all the newly elected members unanimously supported him. According to the results announced on May28, the Bodoland People's Progressive Front (BPPF) won 22 seats, Independent candidates, most of them backed by Mohilary won 15 seats and AGP one.

Rabiram should resign; Hagrama:

Guwahati: Hagrama Mohilary on May 29 said that the result of the BTC elections were as expected and he is quite satisfied with it. Talking to the newsman after being unanimously elected leader to head the BTC, he said that BPPF president Rabiram Narzary should resign from his post as the Bodo people have rejected his leadership. "Rabiram's supporters indulged in massive rigging in Dotma and Banargaon and so we are requesting the SEC for repolls. We are sure to win these two seats as well," he said.

News on 1st June '05
Bismuthiary welcomes Hagrama' leadership:
Kokrajhar: MP SK Bismuthiary has welcomed the leadership of Hagrama Mohilary as the chief Executive member of Hagrama Mohilary as the chief executive Member of the Bodoland Territorial Council. Bismuthiary expressed his hope that the Council, under Mohilary's leadership, would bring peace, all-round development and co-operation in the BTC region. In a statement, Bismuthiary appealed to all the Bodo leaders to shun their differences with an attitude of "forgive" and "forget" and work together keeping unity, peace and prosperity in mind.

Jonai PDS kerosene sold in Arunachal:

Jonai: Resentment prevails among the people here following the soaring prices of kerosene oil in the subdivision. The elite sections here have alleged that due to the unholy nexus with a section of the senior officials of Jonai branch of the State Food and civil Supply department and the only kerosene oil dealer in the sub division, has cratered an artificial scarcity of kerosene oil causing immense trouble for commoners here.

'Centre treating border people as second class citizens':
Merapani: AGP MPs Dr. Arun Sarmah and Sarbananda Sonowal assured the Merpani people living along the Assam-Nagaland border areas, including the vexed Assam-Nagaland border problem and issue of land pattas to the people of these areas in Parliament. Addressing a huge gathering at Ratanpur and Merapani, the AGP leaders stated that they had recently met the NSCN leader T Muivah and had recently met the NSCN leader T Muivah and had raised strong protest against inclusion of Assam's land in the proposed "Nagalim".

Eviction notices to people Assam-Meghalaya border:

Diphu: The karbi Anglong Autonomous District Council has issued eviction notices to the people residing in two villages in forest reserve area (the disputed Block II) along the Assam-Meghalaya border of the district. Karbi Anglong Deputy Commissioner Anurag Goel told sources here on May29 that 'quit notices' had been served to all the people living in the two villages and not only to the Khasis as reported in a section of the media.

CM to visit schools of position holders:
Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi will visit all the schools from which students secured the top 20 positions in the HSLC examinations, results of which were declared on May 28. This was disclosed by Minister of State for Planning and development Himanta Biswa Sarma at a press conference here on May 29. He said that the Government will soon provide as many as 12,835 computer sets to those students who were placed in the first division in HSLC and high Madrasa examinations. The process is likely to be completed before August 15, Sarma said and added that the State Government had earmarked Rs20 crore for this purpose.

Jamiat to apprise PM of Assam situation:

Guwahati: A high-level delegation of the Jamiat Ulema-e-Hind will to meet Prime Minister Manmohan Singh soon to apprise him of the current situation in Assam, Jamiat sources told over telephone from New Delhi on May 29. The all India Conference of Jamiat, which concluded at the capital on May 29, expressed serious concern over the situation in Assam, which was triggered by the large-scale exodus of minority people from the upper Assam districts, said the source.
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