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	News on 31st March '05 

No change in ULFA leader's position: lawyer;

Dhaka mum on Chetia, may start new trial:

Guwahati: More than a month after he ended his seven-year jail term, ULFA general secretary Anup Chetia alias Golap Barua continues to be in 'safe custody' of Bangladeshi authorities with Dhaka keeping mum on the Assamese separatist leader's plea for political asylum in that country. Latest strategic writings, viewed on websites, now suggest that Bangladesh has made up its mind on not deporting Chetia to India, but is not against allowing Indian security agencies to question him on 'produced specific charges'. These reports say that the Bangladesh foreign office told Indian Foreign Secretary Shyam Saran on March 7 that Chetia would face new trials for alleged 'money laundering and kidnappings in Bangladesh'.

AGP desperate to grab power: Gogoi

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on March 29 reacted strongly to the AGP's allegation of his government's "misgovernance" saying that the AGP, which has always been endorsing corruption, is desperate to come to power. Gogoi said that the party would launch a 'Gaon Chalo' programme after the current session wherein a white paper on the performance of the government will be published. "The non-performance, corruption and misdeeds during the AGP regime would also be exposed", he said.

Anjan fumes over oil scam allegation:

Guwahati: Industry and Transport Minister Anjan Dutta on March 29 ridiculed the allegation made against him involving his name in the sensational crude oil scam and termed it as a 'politically motivated campaign' to malign his public image.

'Cong helped in formation of ULFA'; Mahanta quotes book to stir up hornets' nest:

Guwahati: AGP leader Prafulla Kumar Mahantaon March 29 fired a salvo at the ruling Congress by asserting that it had played a major role in the formation of the proscribed United Liberation Front of Asom under the stewardship of former Chief Minister late Hiteswar Saikia. Mahanta, twice chief Minister of the State, cited a recent book, Open Secrets, India's Intelligence Unveiled written by Maloy Krishna Dhar, Former Joint Director, Intelligence Bureau, to accuse the Congress of helping in the birth of the rebel group in 1979.

BJP ready for polls in State: Naidu:

Guwahati: The Bharatiya Janata Party has decided to take a deeper plunge into the forthcoming Assembly polls in the State in view of its bright electoral prospects in the State, former BJP national president Venkaiah Naidu told a crowded press conference here on March 29.

Assam Koch-Rajbongshis on warpath; urge Govt to keep its words:

Guwahati: Peeved at the lukewarm response from the Centre to their demand for scheduling, the over 30 lakh strong Koch-Rajbongshi community people are planning to hit the streets. The all Assam Koch-Rajbongshi Sanmilani (AAKRS) has called for a 120-hour economic blockade in the State from May 2 if the UPA Government at the Centre failed to table a bill in Parliament in the forthcoming session in favour of granting Scheduled Tribe (Plains) status to the community. The AAKRS has announced that it would disrupt movement of all goods carrying vehicles to and from north-eastern States through Srirampur and Baxirhat gates along Assam-West Bengal border during the economic blockade.

News on 30th March '05
Assam-Naga border row owes it to the 1972 treaty:
Jorhat: The on-going tension between the Government of Assam and its Nagaland counterpart has resulted in tense relation between the two neighbours. Newspapers and media of the two States are full of charges traded by either States. But very few have highlighted the genesis of the problem which, according to many, lies in the temporary treaty signed in 1972, by the newly formed Government of Nagaland and the then Government of Assam. The treaty had called for a status quo of the boundary position and ensuring a peaceful life for the people near the borders on both the sides of the disputed land. But the grisly matter was stripped of all its resonance when the treaty failed to pin point the onus of providing basic amenities, health services and education to the people of the order areas. Besides this, none of the succeeding dispensation at Dispur thought of renegotiating or fine tuning the temporary treaty. As a result, successive State governments, in good faith, continued abiding by the clauses of the treaty.

Jailed ULFA men's writ runs among cadres; Caged birds too have wings:

Guwahati: Close on the heels of the recovery of a letter by a jailed ULFA cadre from a slain militant on March 14, Dhubri Police recovered a similar letter from the possession of an arrested militant of the proscribed outfit a couple of days back, which has exposed a thriving communication network between the militant detainees and their comrades outside. This has prompted Dhubri Superintendent of Police PK Dutta to move the State Government and the IGP (Prisons) to conduct a high-level inquiry to find out if there is any nexus among jailed ULFA cadres, jail staff and other jail inmates behind the exchange of letters from inside the prison premises. Sources said that Magistrate I Hussain, who is in charge of Dhubri jail, had admitted that the jail authorities had earlier intercepted as many as five letters written by ULFA detainees from jail to their comrades. Interestingly enough, Hussain did not infor the matter to the district police when it first came to light, the sources alleged.

'Dispur Chalo' by AGP on March 28; Don't obstruct workers: HC to Govt:

Guwahati: Now it is the turn of the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) to march to Dispur in protest against, what the party calls, utter failure on the part of the Tarun Gogoi-led Congress Government in the State to translate the promises which the party had made in its election manifesto, and to stop corruption and the alleged minister-militant nexus. The party is going to stage a 'Dispur Chalo' programme on March 28. Unlike the BJP, which staged its 'Dispur Gherao' programme on March 11, the AGP has been emboldened by a directive from the Gauhati High Court to the district administrations in the State not to obstruct AGP workers and supporters from various parts of the State on their way to participate in the agitational programme.

Abduction slur on Govt by ATASU:

Guwahati: The All Tai Ahom Students' Union (ATASU), Ban-Ok Pap-Lik Mung Tai (BOPMT), the apex literary organization of the Tai communities of the north-eastern region, and the All Assam OBC Association have condemned the alleged Government-backed attempt to kidnap the ATASU publicity secretary on March 25 in order to stymie the democratic movement of the Tai-Ahom community for ST status 

News on 29th March '05
Goswami , Mahanta lead 'march to Dispur'; AGP rally throws city life out of gear:
Guwahati: Thousands of Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) workers, led by party president Brindaban Goswami and former Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta, on March 28 stormed Dispur capital complex, throwing traffic out of gear in the city for several hours in the morning. About 20,000 AGP workers, armed with the recent Gauhati High Court order to the effect that they would not be deterred on their way to Dispur, converged in the city from various parts of the State to attend the party's 'march to Dispur' programme, demanding the dismissal of the 'corrupt' and 'anti-people' Tarun Gogoi-led Congress Government in the State.

It's kick-start to oust-Gogoi campaign, says Goswami:

Guwahati: AGP president Brindaban Goswami described on 28th 'march to Dispur' programme as the 'beginning' of the party's campaign to oust the Congress Government in the State. He claimed that the AGP was a united party now. Demanding dismissal of the Tarun Gogoi Government and early election in the State, Goswami said with confidence that the AGP would form the next Government in the State.

Nat Games: cos keen to sponsor Assam squad:

Guwahati: The State Government on March 28 called a meeting with public and private companies to seek sponsorship for the Assam contingent for the National Games, scheduled to be held in November this year.

'CBI investigating only two cases in Assam':

Guwahati: It has become a common practice on the part of the State Government to announce handling over cases to the CBI. But in reality, these comes out to nothing. During the last four years, the State Government has moved the Ministry of Home Affairs to hand over six cases to the CBI. But the investigating agency has, in fact, taken up only two of these six cases, Minister of State for Home Rockybul Hussain informed the State Assembly on March 28.

'Assam got Rs 114cr for police modernization':

Guwahati: The Centre has allotted Rs 114 crore for Assam Police during the last four years, Minister of State for Home Rockybul Hussain told the Assam Assembly on March 28. Of the amount, the State Police has spent Rs 6 crore in purchasing 148 vehicles, which include 116 Maruti gypsies, 26 ambassadors, three Tata Sumos and three bullet-proof cars. The Department has purchased uniforms, tents and other accessories worth Rs 10.74 crore, and ration worth Rs 50.73 crore, besides fuel worth Rs 1 crore. For maintenance of arms and ammunition Rs 15 lakh has been spent, Hussain said.

'Assam losing 20sq km area every year':

Guwahati: A research finding by IIT, Roorkee has revealed that Assam is losing 20 square km of land mass every year due to erosion caused by the Bhramaputra river. This was disclosed by Professor Nayan Sharma of IIT, Roorkee at a seminar on problems and prospects in linking the Indian rivers, organized by the Guwahati chapter of the Indian Science Congress Association in Gauhati University on March 28. 

News on 28th March '05
Appointments in Govt depts. After Mar 31:

Guwahati: The Assam Government will make appointments in different after March 31. Government spokesman and Minister for Panchayat and Rural development Ripun Bora told reporters here today that the validity of the Memorandum of Understanding signed between the earlier Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) Government and the BJP Government at the Centre will expire on March 31.

Police sniffs plot in ULFA precondition:

Guwahati: Against the backdrop of the serial bomb attacks carried out by the United Liberation Front of Asom at several places in the State since the last three months, the State police has sniffed a 'big game' under the cover of the peace overtures made by the outfit. Highly-paced police sources told that the proscribed outfit was buying time by setting discussion on the sovereignty issue as a precondition in the proposed negotiations with the Government to regain strength in the aftermath of the major reverses it suffered during the Bhutan operations about one-and-a-half year back. The sources expressed the apprehension that the ULFA might strike on the eve of its 'raising day' on April 7. The outfit has changed its strategy and is triggering blasts at vital installations and open places, the sources said, adding that the ULFA still has a safe haven in neighbouring Bangladesh.

'Sankardeva needs proper evaluation':

Guwahati: An evening sky in its poignant glory and flocks of birds making their homeward journey stood witness to the solemn ceremonial proceedings of Srimanta Sankardeva Utsava that began on March 27 here at the Srimanta Sankardeva Kalakhetra. The three-day festival, organized by the Sahitya Akademi as part of its golden jubilee celebrations, in collaboration with Srimanta Kalakshetra, will focus on the versatile personality of Vaishnavite saint and reformer Mahapurush Sankardev and his contribution to the wide spectrum of cultural and literary activities.

500 TE delegates back BJP, meet begins on March 27:

Guwahati: Over 500 delegates of tea tribes from various parts of the State on March 27 showed their solidarity with the BJP, and said that since the Congress had been using the 60 lakh strong tea community in the State as a mere vote bank without doing anything worthwhile for its uplift since independence, there was no point for the community to back the party. The AGP, on the other hand, had deceived the community twice, and as such it had no merit to get the support of the community, they said, adding that now the only party left for the community to back was the BJP.

News on 27th March '05
BSNL executives call off agitation:

Guwahati: The BSNL engineers and executives called off their no-cooperation following an assurance from Union Communication and Information Technology Minister Dayanidhi Maran to United Forum of BSNL Executives' leaders on March 23 that their demands would met.

Rural mobile legal service launched in city:

Guwahati: As an endeavour to impart legal knowledge among the people of the North-east and educate them about their fundamental duties and legal obligations, a rural communication network unit mobile van service was launched on March 23 in the presence of DN Biswas, acting Chief Justice of the Gauhati High Court. Speaking on the occasion, Biswas said that the service is part of the National Legal Literacy Mission launched on March 6, which aims to empower disadvantaged citizens through legal awareness and free legal aid. 

News on 26th March '05
BSNL users' woes on as stir continues:

Guwahati: The hardship faced by the customers continued as the stir of the BSNL executives in Assam, along with the rest of the country, entered the sixth day on March 21. For the on-going agitation programme, internet connectivity, data circuit, railway reservation system, ATM service, long-distance communication, international circuit for overseas communication, etc., have been badly affected. While the management of the BSNL, Assam Circle, expressed its helplessness to tide over the crisis, the agitating executives alleged that more circuits were going out of order because some of the top-ranked people in the management had fiddled around with the equipment without having any knowledge about them.

OIL among 3 best energy PSUs:

Guwahati: Oil India Limited (OIL) has been rated among the three best public sector undertakings (PSUs) in the energy sector in a survey jointly conducted by the CRISIL and newsmagazine India Today. The survey rated OIL among the five best PSUs in recognition of its consistent all-round performance and one of the three best companies among the energy sector PSUs. The survey covered as many as 186 Central PSUs. 
News on 25th March '05
ABSU wants AASU to act against culprits:
Kokrajhar: The decades-old friendship between the two premier students' bodies of Assam, the All Assam Students' Union and the All Bodo Students Union, is running into rough weather in the aftermath of the recent torching of an ABSU office, which also housed the office of the Bodo Sahitya Sabha, at Bagmara in Barpeta district. The ABSU on March 22 charged the AASU with masterminding the 'unfortunate' incident, and demanded the latter to take action against those involve in the incident. The Bodo Student body has called a 24-hour Assam bandh from March 24 in protest against the incident.

Gogoi bang ends in whimper:
Guwahati: The Tarun Gogoi-led Congress Government in Assam began its five-year innings with a big bang in all areas, be it administrative reforms, fiscal reforms, transparency, smooth movement of files in offices, or streamlining staff strength in the departments, but as the time passed by the big announcements ended in a whimper. At the fag-end of this Government, everything is back to square one. It is still fresh in the mind of many that soon after coming to power, the Gogoi Government, as part of its administrative reforms, had announced that each DC would stay at least a day in a remote area in his district every month to make an on-the-spot assessment of the problems, and report the findings to the Commissioner to the Chief Minister. The practice continued for two or three months, but now it is a thing of the past.

Koch-Rajbongshis on war path:

Guwahati: The All Assam Koch-Rajbongshi Sanmilani has warned of a vigorous agitation in the State if the Centre does not meet its demand for the introduction of the Bill to grant Scheduled Tribe status to the Koch-Rajbongshi community in the ongoing Budget Session of Parliament itself. The office-bearers of the Koch-Rajbongshi body have also flayed the political parties of the State, including the Congress, the BJP and AGP, for allegedly failing to persuade the Centre to the confer ST status on the Koch-Rajbongshis despite their earlier assurances in this respect.

Cloud over GMC Budget:

Guwahati: There is a serious uncertainty in the Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) over the non-commencement of the Budget meeting of the Corporation, which was scheduled to be held on March 21. The meeting did not take place due to a letter issued by the Guwahati Development Department (GDD) barring the acting Mayor and acting Deputy Mayor from taking any major financial decisions. According to sources, as per the existing rule, the Budget of the Corporation should be passed by the Mayor-in-Council by March 22 for ensuring uninterrupted financial transactions from April 1, when the new financial year begins.

News on 24th March '05
Piped gas, CNG for city soon; OIL bags Libya contract;Oil, AGCL ink MoU on gas supply:
Guwahati: Oil India Limited (OIL) and Assam Gas Company Limited (AGCL) have signed an agreement to extend gas pipelines to supply domestic gas to every household from Duliajan up to Guwahati in the State. Compressed natural gas (CNG) will also be supplied by the two companies as per the agreement, which was signed on March 22 by OIL DGM JK Talukdar and AGCL Managing Director PK Barua in the presence of OIL Director (Operations) NN Bora. OIL and AGCL have entered into an MoU for transportation and supply of natural gas, initially up to Guwahati. The facility will be further extended to cover the entire north-eastern region later. The gas will be made available to the domestic consumers in the city as piped natural gas and CNG. The CNG is likely to ease the pollution problem in the city to a great extent by providing an alternative fuel to the vehicles.

ATTSA favours political party:

Guwahati: The Assam Tea Tribe Student's Association (ATTSA has advanced one step further towards the formation of a separate political party of the tea community. In a meeting convened by the student body at the Milanjyoti Sangha in Dibrugarh on March 23, several tea tribe organizations supported the move made by the ATTSA. The meeting was chaired by Durga Bhumij, president of AATSA.

VAT regime in Assam from Apr:

Guwahati: The Assam Government is all set to implement, what it calls, the people-friendly value added tax (VAT) from April subject to similar steps by the neighbouring States, among which, Meghalaya and Arunachal Pradesh have already agreed to implement it. The State Government, according to highly-placed sources in the State administration, has kept a number of commodities, which have much to do with the common people, outside the VAT bracket. The items are rice, pulses, diesel, petrol, kerosene, bell metal, salt, biscuits, medicines etc. Union Finance Minister P Chidambaram, on the other hand, is going to hold a meeting with the finance ministers of the States at New Delhi on March 24 to give the final shape to the new tax regime. The meet is crucial in the wake of opposition to the new tax regime by the NDA-ruled States.

News on 23rd March '05
ULFA glare on BSNL executives:
Guwahati: The ongoing BSNL executives' strike, which has crippled telecommunication network in the State, has earned the wrath of the ULFA and the various students' organizations, including the All Assam Students' Union. The extremist outfit has threatened the BSNL officers to stop the agitation or face the consequences. As the BSNL is the sole operator of mobile telephony in the North-east, the impact of the agitation on the common people is maximum. Long distance calls have also been affected. Railway ticket and banking network have been completely out of gear.

Ammunition haul in Rajdhani Express:

Guwahati: At least 5,012 rounds of live ammunition were recovered from a coach in the high-security New Delhi-bound Rajdhani Express here on March 22. However, no one has been arrested in this connection so far. In a sudden raid conducted by a GRP team in the Rajdhani Express at the Guwahati Railway Station in the morning on March 22, an unclaimed briefcase was found at berth No.4 of coach 8 (97106). Later, the team found four other briefcases from berth numbers 10 and 64 of the same coach. All the briefcases were packed with live ammunition of 7.62 BDR, 7.62 CTN and .303 rifles. The GRP said that 3,255 rounds of the live ammunition of the 7.62 BDR category, 60 rounds of the 7.62 CTN category and 1,697 rounds of .303 rifles were found inside the briefcases. The recovery has drawn attention of various quarters as all the ammunition found are prohibited for use by common people and weapons for such ammunition are used only by the security forces. All the ammunition were manufactured in the Kirki ordinance factory in Pune between 1993 and 2000. Jibon Koch, SP of the GRP said that defence personnel might be involved in the whole process, and that investigation into the matter was on. He further said that the consignment might have been loaded at Dimapur station to be sent either to Bihar or New Delhi.

Disabled activists assaulted:

Guwahati: There is serious resentment among the physically challenged people in the wake of the unsavoury incident last evening in which miscreants assaulted and injured two disabled activists, including president of the United Disabled Sangram Parishad, Assam (UDSPA) Tapan Kumar Sarma at the Bharalumukh area in the city Sarma was admitted to the Mahendra Mohan Choudhury Hospital in night on March 22.

Rockybul statement on ISI: BJP cries foul:

Guwahati: The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has cried foul on the State Government's 'soft' stand on the presence of ISI agents in the State and encroachment of Assam land by the neighbouring States. Assam BJP spokesman Ashok Singhal and vice president Dhruba Prasad Baishya said that the State Government had totally failed to protect the State's territory and people residing along the inter-State borders. They said that while Nagaland encroached Assam land in Sectors A, B, C, D and E in a number of upper Assam districts, Meghalaya included Assam land in Karbi Anglong district in its map, Arunachal Pradesh encroached Assam land in Lakhimpur district and West Bengal encroached Assam land in Lakhimpur district and West Bengal encroached about 3,000 bighas of Assam land in Dhubri and Kokrajhar districts.

NAAC moots joint efforts:

Guwahati: The National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC) has assessed as many as 178 colleges under Gauhati and Dibrugarh Universities in Assam and graded them in accordance with their current status. The NAAC, aiming to provide guidelines for further improvement of higher educational institutions, has suggested to the authorities concerned to constitute a consortium of accredited institutions of the North-east under the joint supervision of the NAAC and the North Eastern Council to foster the sustenance of post-accreditation quality enhancement activities.

'Mind, heart hold equal place in verse':

Guwahati: In poetry writing, the mind plays as important a part as the heart does, noted poet Mr Harekrishna Deka said, while participating in the Ekantoi Byaktigata programme at the 19th Guwahati Book Fair currently in progress at the Assam Engineering Institute playground in the city. Mr Deka, who is also the editor of The Sentinel, fielded queries from the audience on his literary career as a poet and a story writer. 

Handique meets Kalam on Stilwell

Guwahati: Union Minister of State for Defence BK Handique met President Dr APJ Abdul Kalam at Rashtrapati Bhavan recently and submitted a detailed report on the reconstruction of the Stilwell Road connecting Ledo in Assam to Myanmar-China. According to official sources, Dr Kalam assured the minister that he would make concerted efforts to reconstruct the Road. 

News on 22nd March '05
BJP skeptical over census work; Jorhat admin still casual towards B'deshi infiltrators
Mariani: Though much hue and cry has been made by various sections of the society, including student organizations like the All Assam Students' Union and the Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuba Chatra Parishad, etc, over the presence of the increasing number of suspected Bangladeshi migrants, the suspected infiltrators settled throughout the district continue to remain undisturbed till date, thanks to the apathy of the authorities concerned. Even after numerous remainders memoranda and demonstrations against the inaction of the district administration to deport these suspected migrants, the administration has been showing a casual attitude towards the problem at the behest of the Congress Government, the local people here alleged. They have alleged that the ruling Congress Government has been protecting the illegal migrants only with the intension of expanding the Congress party's vote bank by inducting these illegal migrants in the voters list. It may be mentioned that though some of these suspected Bangladeshi nationals, engaged here as rickshaw pullers fled on being threatened by the local people, hundreds of others are still working in the brick kilns here under the protection of the owners.

No medical college in BTAD,BSS raps Gogoi:

Guwahati: The Bodo Sahitya Sabha has decided to extend its support to the all Bodo Students' Union's stir demanding solution to the problems being faced by Bodo students and Bodo medium schools in the State. The Sabha has also expressed concern over Gogoi Government's declaration regarding the setting up of three more medical colleges in the State, excluding the BTAD area, and failure of the Government to include schools under the BTAD area, Karbi Anglong and other autonomous council of the state for granting funds under the Buniadi Scheme.

Dispur getting its act together now:

Guwahati: With a view to bringing the economicaly-backward tea community under various Panchayat and Rural Development Department (P & RD) schemes to shore their life indices up, the State Government has taken initiatives to identify the hurdles it faces during the implementation schemes in tea garden areas. The P & RD Department, Assam has organized a workshop for the Panchayati Raj institution members belonging to the tea community at the SIRD campus in Kathikuchi, in the outskirts of the city on March 20.

Ripun faces ire of tea bodies:

Guwahati: The State Government sponsored workshop of the Panchayati Raj Institution members belonging to the tea community, held at the SIRD campus of Kathikuchi, has drawn the ire of various organization on March 20 as the Assam Tea Tribe Students' Association (ATTSA) and the All Adivasi Students' Association of Assam (AASAA) have alleged that the Panchayat and Rural Development Minister Ripun Bora has humiliated them after inviting them to the workshop. Both the student bodies have warned that the Government will have to face the consequences for such behavior of the minister. The workshop was organized by the Panchayat and Rural Development Department with an objective to extend the rural development schemes to the tea garden areas. 
News on 21st March '05
L N Borah receives Assam Valley Award:
Guwahati: Literature is both the reflection of and the continuous search for truth, and writer should acquire the courage to speak the truth and live for it. This was stated by eminent litterateur Dr Lakshmi Nandan Borah, the recipient of Assam Valley Literary Award 2004, at the award-presentation ceremony on March 19 at the Pragjyoti-ITA Centre for Performing Arts.

1,200 institutions sans permanent heads:

Guwahati: Though an amount of Rs 3,554 crore has been earmarked for the Education Department in the State's Budget for the fiscal 2005-'06, there is nothing to indicate that the Department is making any progress for the better. As many as 1,200 schools and colleges in the State do not have any permanent principals. About 13,000 posts of teachers are lying vacant in the LP and ME schools of the State. And to make matters worse, about 2,700 cases relating to the Education Department are pending in different courts in the State.

BJP's chintan baithak from March 28:

Guwahati: The recent political uncertainty in Bihar leading to promulgation of president's Rule has promoted the BJP to go for an introspective conclave (chintan baithak) in election-bound Assam with the presumption that the State may face a Bihar-like situation after the polls. The two-days meet slated from March 28 in the city will be attended by the party's central observer SS Ahuwalia and national organizational secretary Sanjoy Joshi and all party office-bearers of the State. The meet, which was earlier scheduled to be held in February, had to be deferred because of the party's 'Dispur gherao' and other agitational programmes. 

Decision to stop border fencing draws flak:

Guwahati: There is resentment in the social and political circles of the State over the Union Government's decision to stop the construction of the fencing along the Indo-Bangladesh border. The decision of the cabinet committee on security of the Manmohan Singh Government at the Centre to stop the construction of the fencing in the Tripura and West Bengal Sectors was enforced from on March 18.

Justice eludes juveniles due to lack of boards:

Guwahati: Even after 5 years of enactment of the juvenile justice (Care and protection of children) act, 2000, the State Government is yet to take necessary steps for proper implementation of the provisions of the law to provide care, protection, treatment and rehabilitation to the children in need and juveniles in conflict with law. The State Government has constituted only three Juvenile Justice Boards, one each in Kamrup, Jorhat and Silchar districts, about a couple of months back. Similarly, Child Welfare Committees have been formed only in 13 districts. As per the Juvenile Justice Act, the Juvenile Justice Board and Child Welfare Committee, the statutory competent authorities for trial or proceedings of children and juveniles, are a must in every district or group of districts. The districts of Kamrup, Jorhat, Sivasagar, Dhubri , Kokrajhar, Hailakandi, Nalbari, Lakhimpur, Dhemaji, Golaghat , Darrang, goalpara and Cachar have formed the Child Welfare Committees. 

News on 20th March '05
Follow Mahatma's ideology of honesty: Sinha to Gogoi;

NCP to release 'charge sheet' against Cong 'misrule':

Guwahati: The State unit of the Nationalist congress Party (NCP) has decided to release a 'chargesheet' highlighting the failure of the Tarun Gogoi-led Congress Government in the state on the forthcoming May Day. Former Assam Chief Minister and senior leader of the NCP Sarat Chandra Sinha has severely criticized the State government for blatantly violating promises of the Congress manifesto. Urging the State chief Minister Tarun Gogoi to follow the ideals of Mahatma Gandhi, Mr Sinha said," The Assam Government should try to follow Mahatma Gandhi's ideology of uncompromising honesty".

AASU, NESO leaders attend SC hearing:
Guwahati: MP Sarbandanda Sonowal, North East Students' Organisation president Samujjal Bhattacharyya, All assam student' Union president Sankar Prasad Roy and general secretary Tapan Kumar Gogoi, Asom Unnati Sabha's Ramen Dutta and Bijoy Goswami were present during the Supreme Court hearing on the petition for repeal of the IM(DT) Act which was filed by Sarbanda Sonowal. The Supreme Court asked the Union Government to State by March 29 the steps taken by it in this regard. It has also stated that the next hearing for the same will be on March 30.

Gogoi rubbishes Opp criticism on Budget:

Guwahati: Reacting sharply to the Opposition's criticism that the recently-announced Assam Budget is nothing but the election manifesto of the ruling party in the State, Chief Minister Gogoi on March 17 sarcastically said that if the Opposition thought so the State Government had nothing to worry. "Be it an election-oriented Budget or the Congress' election manifesto, both are meant to be fulfilled, and the Government will fulfill all the promises (proposals) made in the Budget", he said, adding that this was the basic difference between the Congress and other parties. "budget or election manifesto, the Congress always fulfills the promises (proposals) made in them but other parties do not", he said, and added: "Since we are politicians, we will do politics, but only for the interest of the common people, not at their cost".

'Budget reflects improved fiscal health':

Guwahati: Dismissing all doubts regarding the implementation of various populist schemes announced in the State Budget proposal for the year 2005-06, Himanta Biswa Sarma, Minister of State for Finance, on March 17 made it clear that the Government is committed to "implement every single promise" made in the Budget proposal within a specific time-frame. The minister was speaking in an interactive session on the Assam State Council of the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), which was attended by several leading personalities and government officials.

Harassment of writer: AHRC seeks report

Guwahati: Taking suo moto cognizance of the reported harassment of distinguished litterateur Bisheswar Hazarika and his family members in the wee hours of March 15 by the City Police in the name of security operations, the Assam Human Rights Commission (AHRC) has ordered the Director General of Police (DGP) to submit an inquiry report, conducted by an independent agency or by the CID, within two months.

BSNL agitation disrupts services:

Guwahati: The long-distance communication and its related services, such as air ticket booking, railway reservation, ATM services of banks etc., have been disrupted in Assam along with rest of the country due to the non-cooperation of BSNL engineers, account officers and other executives since the past couple of days under the banner of the United Forum of BSNL Executives. The BSNL Executives have been demanding immediate fulfillment of their charter of demands, including time-bound promotion in the line with other PSUs right from the level of Group B to Selection of Group B to Selection Grade (Junior administrative grade). According to them, the management had formally agreed to it at the time of absorption of the executives in the BSNL from the erstwhile Department of Telecommunication (DoT) on October 1, 2000.

Halt to CIL's supply hits TEs:

Guwahati: Hundreds of tea estates in Assam, barring those in Dibrugarh and Tinsukia districts, were hit hard after Coal India Ltd (CIL) stopped supply of coal from the Coalfields at Ledo in Margherita. Secretary of Tea Association of India (TAI), Assam branch, Dipanjal Deka said that about 45 per cent tea estates in the State still used coal as fuel to make tea, and CIL's Ledo Coalfields were the source of supply of the mineral fuel to tea factories in the State. However, early last month CIL wrote to the tea industry informing about its inability to continue the supply of coal to tea factories due to some adverse circumstances.

'Moral degradation' in society worries House:

Guwahati: Both ruling and Opposition members in the State Assembly on March 17 expressed serious concern over the recent incidents of rape and murder of minor girls in different parts of the State, including Morigaon, Nalbari, Chamata and Dhubri. Assam Assembly Speaker Prithivi Majhi, in deference to the wishes of the members, said that he would examine the feasibility of making a request to the judiciary for the speedy trial of such cases of rape and murder so that the guilty are brought to book at the earliest. Some members in the House also urged the State Government to form a body comprising social scientists and psychologists to make an in-depth study of the 'moral degradation' in the society in the wake of the recent incidents. The State Government agreed to this proposition in principle.

Grants of ST status to Tai-Ahoms; ATASU calls economic blockade on March 31:

Guwahati: In a bid to pressurize the Centre and the State Government to grant Scheduled Tribe (ST) status to the Tai-Ahom community, the All Tai-Ahom Students' Union (ATSU) has called a 12-hour economic blockade of the National Hydroelectric Power Corporation (NHPC), Oil India Limited (OIL), Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited (ONGC) and Coal India Limited on March 31. During the economic blockade, the student body will disrupt the exploration of petroleum, mining of coal and generation of power by these companies. 

News on 19th March '05
Guwahati Book Fair; Saikia: cultural revolution can script history:
Guwahati: noted litterateur and journalist Chandra Prasad Saikia on March 18 inaugurated the 19th Guwahati Book Fair at the Assam Engineering Institute Field at Chandmari in the city amid the presence of a large gathering. The book fair was organized by the Publication Board, Assam. During his inaugural address, Saikia said that it was a good sign that frequent book fairs were being organized nowadays in the State. Only a cultural revolution could carve an indelible niche in the history of the man, he added.

NE MP move PM for DONER panel:

Guwahati: A delegation of the North East MP's Forum led by its working president Rishang Keishing on March 18 met Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh and urged him to form a consultative committee comprising North-east MPs for the Union Ministry of DONER to monitor the functioning of the DONER, the North Eastern Council, the NEDFi and other regional agencies of the North-east. The Prime Minister assured the delegation that he would take up the matter of formation of the consultative panel with the Lok Sabha Speaker and the Rajya Sabha Chairman. He also evinced keen interest in the early execution of the task force report on floods and the special road development project of the North-east.

Second State film fest from April 1:

Guwahati: Motion, colour and sound captured in reels will provide pleasure and leisure to cinegoers as the Second State Film Festival gets under way in the city on April 1. As part of the week-long festival, a total of 36 Assamese films will be screened at Udeshna and Anuradha, the city-based movie halls.

Revenue stamp sale stopped in State for payment default:

Guwahati: The Postal Department has suspended the dale of revenue stamps of all denominations in the post offices of Assam due to the failure on the part of the State Government to pay its dues to the former. The sale of revenue stamps has been under suspension since March 1 this year. Strangely enough, the money owed by the State Government to the Postal Department is a meager Rs 3,37,920.

AGP religious minority cell soon:

Guwahati: Considering the religious minority voters as a decisive factor in the Stateelections, the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) on March 18 announced to form a 'religious minority cell' as a step to implement one of the resolutions passed by the party's two-day religious minority convention which concluded on March 17. The party said that the cell would work for the socio-economic uplift of the comparatively-backward religious minority community in the State.

Sangma, Sinha for NCP revamp:

Guwahati: Following the merger of the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) and the National Trinamul Congress (NTC) in four north-eastern States, including Assam, Meghalaya units of the parties will merge on March 19. This was stated by Purno A Sangma, former Lok Sabha Speaker, here on March 18.

BSNL executives' stir continues:

Guwahati: The United Forum of the BSNL Executives has decided to intensify its agitation as the BSNL management is reluctant to provide time-bound promotion to the executives as per the agreement at the time of their absorption in the BSNL from the erstwhile Department of Telecommunication on Oct 1, 2000. IH Mondal, joint secretary of Assam Circle of the forum, has said that the lunch-hour demonstration will be started in all the BSNL offices from March 19.

Unified Command reviews security:

Guwahati: On the eve of ULFA's raising day on April 7, a meeting of the Unified Command structure was held here on March 18 to review the law and order in the State. The meeting held with Chief Secretary S Kabilan in the chair was attended by Army, paramilitary forces and Assam Police officials who shared information, and formulated a strategy to fight terrorism in Assam. 

News on 18th March '05
Prasar Bharati move against spirit of commissioned prog: Bora
Guwahati: The relay hunger strike of the Northeast Film and TV Producers'-Directors' Association (NEFTPDA), the Northeast Film and Video Technicians' Association and the Film Fraternity of Assam to protest the alleged anti-Northeast policies of the Prasar Bharati enters fourth day on March 16. The ongoing stir launched by these organizations against various policies of Prasar Bharati towards the Northeast took a new turn following their decision to launch a relay of hunger strike jointly from March 13 in front of the Doordarshan Kendra, Guwahati. Gautam Bora, president of NEFTPDA alleged that even after submitting a number of memoranda, organizing protest rallies, etc., the authorities in the Doordarshan are yet to modify their notification, which directs that all fiction programmes under commissioned category must be made only in Hindi language ignoring the local languages and dialects.

Govt, ULFA should adopt soft line: Mamoni

Chabua: Both the Indian Government and ULFA should sincerely strive for a permanent and lasting solution in the 27 year-old insurgency problem in the State through mutual talks. This is essential for establishing peace and promoting the development of the State on the one hand and the welfare of the indigenous people on the other. Adopting a resolution to this effect at a mass convention organized by 15 leading organizations at the Sarbananda Singha Stadium in Tinsukia, the speakers said that a discussion on the issue of sovereignty should not be taboo if it contributed towards a result-oriented resolution of the militancy problem in the State. The speakers further observed that the Government and the ULFA should take into consideration the views of the people of the State in finding a solution to the problem.

PA Sangma back to NCP fold:

Guwahati: The State unit of the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP), which is recuperating from the jolt it had suffered due to a vertical split of the party just before the last Lok Sabha election, is going to submit a model action plan for agricultural development as well as the prevention of flood and erosion problems of Assam to Union Agriculture Minister and party president Sharad Pawar, who is scheduled to visit the State in the first week of April. It may be mentioned that the NCP and the fraction led by its former leader Purno A Sangma, currently known as the National Trinamul Congress (NTC), have decided to shed their differences and merge. The Assam units of the NCP and the NTC are scheduled to be merged formally on March 15, party sources confirmed. 

News on 17th March '05
Assam Special Security Force draft Bill pending with Govt; Oil majors ready to fund new force :
Guwahati: Two oil majors and a few other public sector undertakings have offered to fund raising of a new security force in Assam whose services they could then enlist to guard their men and materials. If that happens, the Assam Tea Plantation Security Force (ATPSF) might be disbanded and its personnel inducted into the new force. The tea gardens in that event would be able to hire personnel from the new security outfit. Highly placed sources told that the new force may be called the Assam Special Security Force (ASSF) and would be placed under the Director General of home Guards. A draft bill to this effect is pending with the State Government for approval since 2002.

Narah's bang against media ends in whimper:

Guwahati: Assam WPT & BC Minister Bharat Naharah was on the offensive against the media in the House on March 16, but he had to tender an apology for his outburst when the latter decided to boycott him. It all started during the Question Hour when AGP's Dilip Kumar Saikia wanted to know as to how tribal area development funds could be utilized in non-tribal areas in Jalukbari Legislative Assembly Constituency. Saikia also demanded a white paper on the utilization of tribal development funds from Narah.

Killing of ultra; AHRC asks DGP to submit report:

Guwahati: The Assam Human Rights Commission (AHRC), taking a suo moto case of the killing of an ULFA cadre reportedly in an encounter with the police in the night on March 12, On March 16 ordered the Director General of Police to submit a report in this regard to the Commission within two months. The order pronounced by a bench comprising AHRC chairman Justice SN Phukan and members Abdul Mazid and Sarat Mahanta stated that it (the killing of the ULFA cadre) was a prima facie case of violation of human rights. The bench took notice of the news which appeared in a section of newspapers on March 14.

B'desh design to include NE in econ bloc; Mahanta draws Gogoi's attention:

Guwahati: Former Assam Chief Minister and AGP legislator Prafulla Kumar Mahanta on drew the attention of Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi in the State Assembly towards the alleged political and economic threat to the North-east, citing a 14-point 'constitutional proposal' prepared by Serajul Alam Khan, political theorist who is described as the architect of the Bangladesh Independence Movement.

ACTA to take to streets on March 17:

Guwahati: The All Assam College Teachers' Association (ACTA) is worried over the State Government's meager budgetary allocation of Rs 164.65 crore on salary Head of college teachers. The amount, according to the ACTA, is Rs 24 crore less that the required amount. The college teachers' body has termed the allocation of funds as an 'irresponsible decision' by of the State Government, and announced that it, along with the Assam College Principals' Council, the Assam College Librarians' Association, would register a protest in front of the State Assembly on March 17.

Tarun Prajanmor Kabita released:

Guwahati: Poetry writing is an art, and choosing the right words is the most difficult task for the poet. This was stated by renowned and veteran poet Mr Nilamoni Phukan on the occasion of the release of Tarun Prajanmor Kabita, a collection of poems penned by poets born in post-independence India. Edited by noted poet Mr Harekrishna Deka, this book has contributions of 60 poets- veteran and young. Mr Phukan lamented that compared to other languages in the country, collection of poems published in Assamese language is just 7 till date. 

News on 16th March '05
No End To Gogoi Run For 'right' definition:

Guwahati: Who are the indigenous Assamese? This is a million dollar question for many, including the Assam Government which is running from pillar to post to get the 'right' definition which continues to elude it. The failure on the part of the State Government to send the 'right' definition to the Centre has prevented the latter from doing anything to fulfill the All Assam Students' Union's (AASU) demand for 100 person reservation of seats in Assam Assembly and the parliament (only constituencies in Assam) for the indigenous Assamese candidates. This was a clause in the Assam Accord as a tool for providing constitutional safeguard to the indigenous Assamese.

NTC, NCP merge; Sinha confident of success:

Guwahati: With a renewed commitment to the fight back into State politics, the Assam unit of the National Trinamul Congress (NTC) formally merged with the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) here on March 15. The State unit president of the NTC Professor Nirmal Goswami, in presence of working president of the party Prabin Chandra Sarma and party legislator Alok Ghosh, handed over the party flag to Sarat Chandra Sinha, president of the State unit of the NCP in a function held at the Siddhinath Sarma Bhawan.

ATPSF-Govt meeting on March 16:

Guwahati: At the end of a prolonged struggle the Welfare Committee of the Assam Tea Plantation Security Force (ATPSF) has been invited by the State Government to the Negotiation table on March 16 in order to discuss the committee's long standing demands, including regularization of service. In view of the Government initiative the committee has withdrawn is proposed agitational programme. 

AASU sets deadline for tripartite works:

Guwahati: The All Assam Students' Union (AASU) has set the State Government that the deadline for the proposed tripartite talks in the implementation of Assam Accord, involving Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh, within March, failing which it would resort to a vigorous agitation in the State.

Elephant reserves to arrest menace:

Guwahati: Assam Minister of State for Forest Pradyut Bordoloi on March 15 informed the State House that the State Government had already taken steps to minimize the man-elephant conflict. The steps, according to him, include declaration of as many as five elephant reserves, providing charged torch lights in the affected areas, formation of forest squads etc.

Dutta: Govt will ban gutkha, if necessary:

Guwahati: Assam Industry Minister Anjan Dutta on March 15 assured the House in the ongoing Assembly Session that the State Government would impose a ban on the manufacture and sale of gutkha in the State if it was necessary. Both ruling and Opposition legislators have expressed serious concern over the gutkha business thriving in the State.

News on 15th March '05
Sop-packed Gogoi Budget serves all; Fiscal stability: Gogoi Govt's brighter side:

Guwahati: As expected, chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on March 14 presented a Budget characterized by populist features evidently keeping an eye on the 2006 Assembly polls in the State. Fiscal prudence was sacrificed at the altar of populism in the Budget which showed a deficit of Rs 2,446 crore. The Budget has something in it for everyone from a three-year-old school-going kid to a 70-year old person. Gogoi has also taken care of the housewives by reducing taxes on LPG cylinders, biscuits, pulses, etc. However, taxes on liquor, gold and diamond have been increased.

3 more medical colleges among slew of schemes:

Guwahati: As was widely speculated, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi announced a series of sops in the Budget which he presented in the State Assembly on March 14. The Budgetary exercise was aimed at appeasing the people of the State as it came on the eve of the Assembly elections which are due early next year. The largesse announce by the Chief Minister include provision of computer each to all students who secure first division in the HSLC examinations (an amount of Rs 20 crore has been earmarked in the Budget for this) under the Anandaram Barua Award scheme, hiking the monthly pensions of freedom fighters from the current Rs 1,500 to Rs 2,000 (in addition, they will receive Rs 200 as traveling allowance every month) and payment of city allowance to the fourth grade employees. 

Tax cut on LPG, sugar:

Guwahati: The Tarun Gogoi Government announced a slew of tax cuts for a number of commodities which include cooking gas, food items and school stationary in the budget on March 14.The sale tax on LPG cylinders has been slashed from the current 12 percent to 9 percent with effect from March 14. An LPG cylinder will now cost Rs 8 less than the present price. The sales tax on the onion has been reduced from the current 8 percent to 4 percent, while the entry taxes for sugar and pulses have been brought down to 2 and 1 per cent respectively. The sales tax on the maximum retail price (MRP) of medicines has been slashed from the current 8 percent to 6 percent. The sales tax on the MRP of biscuits has been brought down to 4 percent.

Budget pleases all barring Opposition:

Guwahati: Assam's Budget for the fiscal 2005-06 which was presented by Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, who also holds the Finance portfolio, at the State Assembly on March 14 evoked mixed reactions from people across the social and political spectrum. Stating that the Budget nothing special, the AGP and the BJP termed it as 'an election manifesto of the Congress' with half-hearted efforts to address the burning issues, such as unemployment, industrial backwardness, lack of efforts in modernizing agricultural sector, flood and erosion problems, etc., of the state. However, Congress leaders welcomed the Budget proposals.

Commissioner asked to go on leave, CE suspended; Differences in GMC awarding Rs 1.5 cr tender:

Guwahati: In an unprecedented move on March 14, the general body of the Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) has unanimously decided to ask the civic body's Commissioner Archana Verma to go on leave for two months. The general body has also suspended Mridul Bezborah, Chief Engineer in-charge of the Corporation, for his alleged suspicious role in awarding tenders. It has asked the Municipal secretary to inquire into the matter.

BJP MLAs stage walkout:

Guwahati: BJP legislators staged a walkout from the state House on March 14 in protest against the refusal by the Chair to admit their Question Hour suspension notice against 'police excesses' during the recently-staged 'Dispur gherao' programme.

News on 14th March '05
'Congress playing vote bank politics'; Govt officials behind B'deshis' enrolment in voter list?
Jonai: While the Congress-led UPA Government in the Centre has decided to retain the IM(DT) Act in its present form, the leading citizens of Jonai, along with the BJP leaders here have lamented over the fact that the silence of the Congress-led Government in the State towards the massive rise of Bangladeshi nationals here will change the demographic pattern of the entire Dhemaji district soon. Continuous arrival of suspected Bangladeshi nationals, who however, claim that they had come from places like Dhubri, Darrang, Barpeta, Cooch Behar, etc. have created sensation among the conscious people here. Mr Gangadhar Tayeng and Mr Bijoy Pegu, senior BJP activists, stated that due to retention of the IM(DT) Act, unabated Bangladeshi influx is continuing in the area. The alleged that the Tarun Gogoi-led Congress Government in the State was welcoming the Bangladeshi nationals always to keep its vote bank intact. 

Populist Assam Budget on the cards:
Guwahati: Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, in his capacity as the Finance Minister, will present the last full Budget of his Government in the State Assembly on March 14. Since the State is due for an Assembly election early next year, it is no longer a million dollar question as to whether the Budget would be a populist one or not. Sources in the Finance Department have already hinted that the Budget would try to woo the unemployed, elderly and women, ostensibly keeping an eye on the elections.

ULFA cadre killed in city, camp busted:

Guwahati: A suspected ULFA cadre was killed last night in Lokhra area of the city under Basistha police station in an encounter with the police, sources said on March 13.

Failure fails to mar RCH spirit:

Guwahati: Even after the failure of Phase I of the Reproductive Child Health (RCH) programme, the State is going to implement the next phase from April 1, 2005 along with the rest of the country. The first phase of the programme had started from 1997 with an aim to bring down the birth rate below 21 per 1,000 population, to reduce the infant mortality rate below 60 per 1,000 life born and to bring down the maternal mortality rate below 400 per one lakh. Eighty per cent institutional delivery, 100 per cent antenatal care and 100 per cent immunization of children were other targeted aims of the RCH programme.

BJP: Gogoi resorting to undemocratic means:

Guwahati: The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on March 12 alleged that Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi was following in the steps of late Indira Gandhi by adopting the same undemocratic means which the former Prime Minister had used to harass the Opposition during the Emergency.

Roar of ULFA bombs may not shake Delhi:

Guwahati: The roar of the ULFA bombs is meant to be heard in distant Delhi. It's true that ahead of any important day in the outlawed outfit's calendar, members of the group's bomb squad becomes active and triggers off explosions, both at random as well as targeted as vital installations. But, this time round, the ULFA bosses would want those manning the Delhi durbar to hear it loud and clear. 

News on 13th March '05
State Govt has sold Assam to Nagaland: ASSU

Mariani: Expressing serious concern over the unabated encroachment of the All Assam Student's Union has said that by allowing the Nagas to set up a temporary camp at Tsuetafala in E sector here, the State Government had virtually sold Assam to Nagaland. Coming down heavily on the surprising silence of the State Government and other political parties even as the situation along the Assam-Nagaland border is fast getting out of control, AASU assistant secretary Nilutfar Rehman has urged the people of the State to raise voice against the unabated encroachment of Assam land by the Nagas.

City Cricket Club up in MR Bora 'A' div cricket:

Guwahati: City Cricket Club registered a 6 wicket win against bud Cricket Club in the ongoing Madhab Ram Bora 'A' Division Cricket League being played at the Nehru Stadium here on March 8. Batting first, Bud scored a 214 runs for loss of four wickets in the stipulated 35 overs. In reply riding on a beautiful innings from Ranjan Deka, who remained not out at 91, City Cricket Club reached the target at cost of four wickets. On 9th March's match: Shantipur AC vs New Star.

TT, badminton, swimming coaching soon:

Guwahati: The new coaching session for the table tennis, badminton and swimming in the RG Baruah Sports Complex will start within a few says. The OSD of the Board of Sports, Complex will start within a few days. The OSD of the Board of Sports, Rajiv Prakash Baruah said that Admission form for the new session available and the new session is available and the interested persons can collect it from the RG Baruah Sports Complex.

AR pugilists lift boxing trophy:

Guwahati: The Assam Rifles pugilists have lifted the All-India AK Mishra Memorial Boxing Championship at Chandigarh winning five golds and two bronze medals. The Assam Rifles boxers won the overall championship trophy at the five-day event which ended on March 7. A total of 24 teams of the country and a Mauritius outfit took part in the prestigious tournament where the Assam Rifles secured 38 points to bag the first position, AR sources said here on March 8.

Pratidin, Prag channel in semis:

Guwahati: Pratidin and Prag Channel entered into the semi finals of the GPC Inter-Media Cricket Tournament defeating Aji and Assam Tribune respectively at the Latasil Ground on March 8. Pratidin thrashed Aji by 122 runs while Prag channel defeated Assam Tribune by 112 runs.

News on 12h March '05
Oilfield handover: OIL faces scathing criticism:

Dibrugarh: Various organizations, including student bodies, have reacted sharply over the handing bodies, of Charaipung oilfield to a London-based multinational company 'Premier Oil' by the profit-making public sector oil company, Oil India Limited (OIL) under the Central Government's New Exploration Licence Policy. Expressing deep concern over the Government move, Mr Rupjyoti Bora and Mr Jayanta Deori Bharali, joint secretary and organizational secretary of the Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuba Chatra Parishad (AJYCP), Mr Ujjal Phukan and Mr Ganesh Gogoi, president and secretary of Dibrugarh unit of the All Assam Students' Union, Mr Manjit Hazarika, secretary, Dibrugarh district president of the Sonowal Kachari Students' Union and Mr Subhash Dutta and Juganta Gohain, president and secretary of All India Students' Federation (AISF), Dibrugarh unit have demanded that OIL should refrain from all sorts of anti-Assamese activities.

State Govt has sold Assam to Nagaland: ASSU

Mariani: Expressing serious concern over the unabated encroachment of the All Assam Student's Union has said that by allowing the Nagas to set up a temporary camp at Tsuetafala in E sector here, the State Government had virtually sold Assam to Nagaland. Coming down heavily on the surprising silence of the State Government and other political parties even as the situation along the Assam-Nagaland border is fast getting out of control, AASU assistant secretary Nilutfar Rehman has urged the people of the State to raise voice against the unabated encroachment of Assam land by the Nagas.

News on 11th March '05
Orgy of violence rocks State, House; Bomb attacks on, ULFA claims responsibility:

Guwahati: In the ongoing spate of violence which has been unleashed in the State since the last three days, suspected United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) militants lobbed a grenade at around 7 pm in the evening on March 10 at a CRPF transit camp located near the Nehru Stadium under Latasil police station here. One head constable, HR Jadav was injured in the blast. Another bomb, recovered from the Ninth Mile area in the city, was defused by the bomb squad of the CRPF. Meanwhile, the ULFA has claimed responsibility for the serial blast in the State which killed one police officer and injured seven others.

Fight terror tactics with courage: CM

Guwahati: Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on March 10 appealed to legislators to launch a courageous fight against the terror tactics of the insurgents in the State. He was all praise for the State police force who had defused a number bombs planted by militants, on March 9 and March 10. He also announced an ex gratia of Rs 5 lakh to the next of kin of SI Depak Deuri who had died while defusing a bomb at Bongaigaon on March 9. Replying to a Zero Hour motion, Gogoi admitted that there had been lapses on a part of the Government machinery on the law-and-order front. He, however, added that the law and order could not be brought back on track without public support.

Opp stages walkout:

Guwahati: Assam Assembly Speaker Prithvi Majhi on March 10 adjourned the House for ten minutes following a ruckus created by Opposition Asom Gana Parishad and Bharatiya Janata Party legislators after the Speaker disallowed an adjournment motion brought by them to have a discussion on the law-and-order scene in the State in the wake of 9th March serial blasts. The AGP and BJP MLAs sought to bring the motion after the passage of the Zero Hour in the Assembly.

CM: 12th FC more generous to Assam:

Guwahati: Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, who also holds the Finance portfolio in the Ministry he is heading, informed the House on March 10 that the State Government has received Rs 4478.71 crore from the 12th Finance Commission as against Rs 243.22 crore from the 12th Finance Commission. The 12th Finance Commission, according to him, has given a grant of Rs 305.67 crore as non-Plan revenue deficit as against Rs 110.68 crore by the 11th Finance Commission.

Not to waste a single day is motto of new school calendar:

Guwahati: Now on, the primary school students of the State will have to attend 31 days more classes than what it was last year. The Education Department has already published an academic calendar for the current academic year by decreasing the number of holidays. Assam Primary Education Minister Ripun Bora informed the State Legislative Assembly of this on March 10.

Urgently needed: 'civilized' disposal of bodies:

Guwahati: The lifeless bodies dangled from bamboo poles, the hands and feet fastened with coarse coconut rope. A trial of blood marked the path taken by two sweepers carrying the bodies to the waiting truck. These ghastly pictures which were splashed across newspapers and beamed on television channels had shocked the State as well as the entire nation. We are not talking about any animal carcasses being disposed off by the sweepers of the Guwahati Municipal Corporation. The corpses were those of two suspected United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) extremists killed in an alleged encounter with the police in the Beltola area of the city on October 30, 2002. And it is not an isolated case of inhuman treatment, callousness and disregard of basic civilized behaviour. The dead, too, require minimum dignity, respectable and courtesy. But Dispur appears to be quite indifferent towards such appalling unconcern for dead.

News on 10th March '05
Serial blasts rock State; 1 killed, 7 hurt:

Guwahati: In a spate of fresh violence, suspected ULFA militants triggered several blasts across the State on Mar 9 since night, killing one police personnel and injuring seven others. The ultras triggered blast at the taxi stand at the high-security LGB International Airport in the city on March 9 evening. Another bomb went off at 7.10 pm on the Kalpataru Path, where the residences of former Chief Secretary PK Dutta, MP Narayan Borkataki and Commissioner and Secretary to Chief Minister Dr B K Gohain are located.

Death penalty for Barnali rapists:

Guwahati: In a landmark judgement on March 9, the Kamrup District Session Court awarded capital punishment to Bishnu Prasad Sinha and Putul Bora accused of raping and murdering eight-year-old Barnali Deb. The session court will move the Gauhati High Court for the confirmation of 9th March's judgement. This is the first death sentence in Assam to have been awarded to the rape and murder accused. Meanwhile, several women organizations in the State have welcomed on 9th March's judgement and said that it would be a deterrent for crimes against women.

Assam push for ST status to Koch-Rajbongshis:

Guwahati: Assam Government is putting pressure on the Centre to table the Bill for granting ST status to the Koch-Rajbongshis during the current Budget Session in Parliament, while similar proposals for various other ethnic groups of the State have also been sent to the Centre. For ST status to the Tea Tribes, the State Cabinet will soon approve a similar proposal and send it to the Centre for consideration.

Opp raps 'corruption-ridden' PWD:

Guwahati: Opposition legislators on March 9 flayed the State Public Works Department for the alleged rampant corruption, insincerity and nexus between contractors and officials in the department. During the Assam Assembly proceedings, they alleged that the PWD had almost collapsed in the State. Money is being spent, but it is of no avail, the Opposition MLAs said as they demanded a high-level probe into the allegations of corruption leveled at all levels in the PWD.

AACP will benefit farmers: Gogoi:

Guwahati: The World Bank has accepted a project proposed by the Central Government to upgrade the highways in Assam. This was disclosed by Michael Carter, Country Director of the World Bank, while addressing the inaugural function of the Assam Agricultural Competitiveness Project (AACP) at the Assam Administrative Staff College here on March 9.

News on 9th March '05
Center will respect territorial integrity of Assam, Gogoi hopes; Charge sheet against BJP soon':

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on March 8 said that the state Government would prepare a charge sheet against the Bharatiya Janata Party to 'expose all its misdeeds' to the people of the State. Addressing a press conference here, the Chief Minister alleged that the BJP-led NDA Government had constantly discriminated against Assam during its tenure at the Centre. The BJP is now harping on the implementation of the Assam Accord and the infiltration issue to gain political mileage, Gogoi said, adding that the party's 'Dispur gherao' programme is aimed at hoodwinking the people of the State.

Assembly gherao by BJP; Ahluwalia's arrival hastens preparations:

Guwahati: SS Ahluwalia, MP and central observer to the State BJP, has expressed grave concern over the alleged design of carving out a separate Muslim state from a portion of the North-east. "Even the Congress MP from Arunachal Pradesh, Ribom Rabia, recently told the Parliament that a section of the Bengali-speaking Muslims are trying to create a separate Muslim state comprising a major part of the north-eastern region", he claimed, while addressing a press conference in the city on March 8.

Bill to safeguard land rights of locals rejected:

Guwahati: To prevent foreign nationals, who have entered the State illegally, and people from outside Assam from purchasing land in the State, allegedly taking advantage of the 'loopholes' in the existing land laws of the State, Independent MLA Pabindra Deka on made an abortive bid to introduce the Assam Transfer of Land (Regulation) Bill, 2005 for the Speaker to accept, but the Bill, 2005 fro the Speaker to accept, but the Bill was rejected by voice vote with stiff opposition from the ruling party, which insisted that the existing land laws were enough to tackle the menace.

'NE women make inroads into all fields':

Guwahati: Women in the country have made an indelible mark in almost every domain of life, whether it is the domestic front, professions thought unsuitable before or the business world. They are already empowered and their success stories should be emulated by others. Mr Dipankar Chatterji, chairman (CII), national committee, North-east, stated so while delivering the welcome address of the CII-organized programme on 'Empowering Women in the North-east: Promoting employment through Entrepreneurship", on March 8.

News on 8th March '05
Assam land in 'Nagalim'; House panel to move PM, Patil:
Guwahati: A 15-member Assam Legislative Assembly committee led by Speaker Prithivi Majhi would leave for New Delhi after the State Budget Session to meet Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh and Home Minister Shivraj Patil on the alleged move to include Assam land in the proposed 'greater Nagalim'. The State Government, on the other hand, assured the House that it would put pressure on the Prime Minister to 'deserve' some of the State's reserve forest areas, which have no forest cover, so as to pave the way for giving land pattas to people residing there.

AXX brings State literary bodies under one umbrella:

Guwahati: In a significant move, the Axom Xahitya Xabha (AXX) has brought together various Sahitya Sabhas of the State under one umbrella organization named Sanmilita Sahitya Sabha Mancha, Assam. Through this unique endeavour, the Xabha has brought together all the Sahitya Sabhas including those of the Bodo, the Tai, the Mising, the Rabha and the Nepali etc., under the SSSM.

Politician-ultra nexus; Narah under Opp attack:

Guwahati: Assam WPT & BC Minister Bharat Narah came under an indirect attack from the AGP during a discussion on the law and order during the Question Hour in the State House on March 7. Highlighting the Independence Day blast at Dhemaji last year, AGP legislators Hitendra Nath Goswami and Dilip Saikia wanted to know as to why no arrest of VIPs (without naming Bharat Narah) had been made for their alleged nexus with rebel outfits. "Some of the accused of the Independence Day blast at Dhemaji confessed the involvement of a VIP in the heinous crime, but the VIP has not been arrested yet", they said.

Assembly concern over cheating in HSLC centers:

Guwahati: Legislators, cutting across party lines, have expressed their concern in the floor of the State Assembly on March 7 over the reported mass-scale cheating by candidates in the ongoing High School Leaving Certificate (HSLC) examination in some centers and suggested to the government to take stern action against the tainted centers as well as the invigilators concerned.

Gogoi-Hiten duel; Opp walks out on job fiasco:

Guwahati: Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi and AGP legislator Hitendra Nath Goswami had a hot verbal duel in the House during the Question Hour on March 7 on the recent constable recruitment fiasco.

'Customary laws do not protect tribal women':

Guwahati: It has been the general perception that in the tribal societies, women enjoy a respectable status in comparison to non-tribal communities. Yet, recent studies have revealed that all is not well for women in some tribal societies of the North-east and customary laws do not always protect the interests of women in the present context. This was stated by Dr Biloris Lyndem, chairperson, State Commission for Women, Meghalaya at a seminar organized by the National Institute of Public Cooperation and Child Development at its Guwahati regional center on March 7. She pointed out that although the existence of the tribal customary laws is as old as the tribes themselves and they play a crucial role in the maintenance of tribal solidarity and identity, problems do crop up even in the matriarchal societies.

Govt to fill up ST, SC vacancies:

Guwahati: The State Cabinet in a meeting on March 7 decided to fill up 1000 backlog vacancies for the SC and ST with immediate effect, official sources said. Besides, the Cabinet also decided to increase the reservation quota for the Other Backward Classes (OBC) up to 29 per cent and constitute a pension tribunal to redress the grievances regarding the payment of pension, added the sources. 
News on 7th March '05
President, PM moved on border disputes: 

Guwahati: Demanding immediate intervention of the President and the Prime Minister to solve the vexed Assam-Nagaland border dispute, and to provide land pattas to the people residing in Doyang and Tengani reserve forest areas in Golaghat district, the Brihattar Tengani Unnayan Sangram Samiti, the Doyang Mukti Sangram Samiti, the Purbanchaliya Loka Parishad (PLP), the Lovita Nari Samaj and the Baan Pratirodh Sangram Samiti of South Kamrup took out a procession from Chandmari to the Kamrup (Metro) Deputy Commissioner's office in the city on March 5. The organizations have sent memoranda to President APJ Abdul Kalam, Prime Minister APJ Abdul Kalam, Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh and Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi through Kamrup (Metro) DC Samir Kumar Sinha.

AGP flays Cong over law and order:

Guwahati: The Asom Gana Parishad came down heavily on the Tarun Gogoi-led State Government and castigated it for its alleged failure to tackle the deteriorating law and order situation. In an executive meeting held at the party headquarters here on March 5. AGP president Brindaban Goswami held the Chief Minister responsible for the 'rampant corruption' prevailing in the State.

National BJP leaders to flock State; Dispur gherao on March 11:

Guwahati: Assam BJP president Indramoni Bora on March 5 said that the Tarun Gogoi-led Congress Government in the state had scaled new heights in corruption and anti-people activities during the last four years. The State BJP, he said, would stage a Dispur gherao programme on March 11, and submit a 'charge sheet' to Governor Lt Gen (retd) Ajai Singh against the Gogoi Government's corrupt practices and pro-Bangladeshi attitude. A number of national BJP leaders, including Sushma Swaraj, Venkaiah Naidu and Promod Mahajan, would take part in the protest march.

Bill on ban of polythene soon:

Guwahati: the state Government is drafting a bill to enforce a ban on non-biodegradable garbage. The bill would be ready within the next three months. Pradyut Bordoloi, Minister of Forest, Science and Technology and Environment, said that enforcing a total ban on plastic under the provisions of the Environment Protection Act, 1986 is not feasible. He stated that the State needs to formulate a leg-islation like Himachal Pradesh so as to take stock of the situation as far as the usage of plastic is concerned. Bordoloi added that although the government had issued a ban orders on the use of plastic twice, the courts ruled against them paving way for manufacture of plastic with total disregard to the standards set up. "We have started the process of drafting and very soon a comprehensive bill will be tabled", said Bordoloi. 

News on 6th March '05
Goswami worst education minister ever, says Himanta:
Guwahati: In a renewed attack, Himanta Biswa Sarma, Minister of State for Planning, Development and Finance, has challenged Opposition leader and AGP president Brindaban Goswami to face a debate in the floor of the State Assembly on his performance in the Education department during the erstwhile AGP regime. "Goswami's tenure as the Education Minister is worst ever in the political history of Assam", Sarma said, in his office chamber in the new secretariat building here on March 6.

NE producers won't be discriminated upon: Reddy

Guwahati: Union Information and Broadcasting Minister S Jaipal Reddy said that the producers and directors of Assam and the North-east would not be discriminated upon in the allocation of commissioned DDK programmes of the region. According to former Assam MP and Assam Pradesh Congress Committee vice president Bishnu Prasad Saikia, who had met the I & B Minister recently at New Delhi, Reddy had assured him that the producers and directors of Assam and the region would get priority in the allocation of commissioned programmes of DDK, Guwahati. He further assured Saikia that he would soon issue a directive to the Guwahati DDK authorities not to indulge in irregularities in the allocation of commissioned programmes of the region.

'United AGP' sings oust-Cong chorus:

Guwahati: The Asom Gana Parishad (AGP), casting aside all its infighting and differences, has vowed to fight the next Assembly election with a renewed vigour to oust, what it calls, the 'anti-people' Tarun Gogoi-led Congress Government in the State. The general body of the party has met in the city on March 6. the meeting was attended, among others, by its president Brindaban Goswami and former Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta.

330-km yatra to Doyang flagged off:

Guwahati: A 330-km long padayatra from Guwahati to Doyang to mobilize public opinion against the 'handling over of Assam land to Nagaland' was flagged off by Dr Hiren Gohain on March 6. the yatra, led by Doyang Mukti Sangram Samiti and Brihattar Tengani Unnayan Samiti convenors Ranuj Pegu and Akhil Gogoi respectively, is being participated, among others, by AJYCP leader Dilip Sankar Saikia, CPI-ML leader Pankaj Das and leaders of the Pathar Parichalana Samiti. Over 150 people are taking part in the yatra.

Probe ordered into B Borooah College fire:

Guwahati: Kamrup (Metro) District Magistrate Samir Kumar Sinha ha sordered a magisterial inquiry to ascertain the cause and the circumstances leading to the fire incident which destroyed the B Borooah College buildings on March 3. Dayaram Rajbongshi, sub-divisional magistrate, Kamrup (Metro) will conduct the inquiry and submit the report within 15 days.

Fisticuffs in House, Opp walks out:
Guwahati: the debate on the Governor's speech in the Assam Legislative Assembly delivered on March 1 witnessed a chaotic scene on when members of the Treasury and the Opposition benches resorted to fisticuffs which was followed by an walkout by the AGP and the BJP later.

News on 5th March '05
Solution of border rows by SC verdict: CM

Guwahati: The Assam Government is not interested in solving the border disputes with Nagaland and other neighbouring States through bilateral talks and mutual understanding. Stating this on the floor of the assembly on March 2, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi said that the State Government would abide by the Supreme Court's verdict in this respect. The cases relating to the border disputes, especially with respect to Nagaland, are pending in the apex court, Gogoi added.

352 ex-BLT cadres inducted into CRPF:

Guwahati: In the first-ever biggest rehabilitation drive of surrendered militants in Assam, as many as 352 ex-BLT cadres have been inducted into the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) here on March 2. Appointment letters were handed over to 339 newly-recruited youths present at a function at the CRPF headquarters here by CRPF DG JK Sinha.

Narah under attack:

Guwahati: Assam WPT & BC Minister Bharat Narah was at a loss during the Question Hour in the State Legislative Assembly Session on March 2 when he came under attack from the Opposition as well as ruling party members, including Veterinary Minister GC Langthasa, on his failure to fill up backlog posts for SC and ST candidates lying vacant in various departments in the State Government.

AGP mocks Govt claim on law and order:

Guwahati: AGP president Brindaban Goswami, who is also the leader of the Opposition, on March 2 criticized both the Governor and the State Government on the former's statement on the law-and -order situation in the State in his speech on March 1. Participating in the debate on the Governor's address to the State Assembly, Goswami questioned as to how the Governor could state that law and order in the State had improved despite the fact that he himself had a close slave when two back-to-back blasts went off at the Judges' Field during the Republic Day celebrations on January 26.

Bengal stealing Assam's thunder?

Guwahati: The Government of West Bengal has been trying to steal a march on Dispur over the last two months by lobbying hard to pressurize the Centre to declare Kolkata as the gateway to the south-east Asian countries with Haldia, West Bengal's industrial center, as the 'logistic hub' for the look East Policy. Not only has the Tarun Gogoi-led Congress Government in the State allegedly failed on a hard sell to promote Guwahati as the hub for doing business with the south-east Asian countries, it has done precious little to press for infrastructural development in the North-east. 

Mafia holds sway in Margherita coal belt:
Tinsukia: Large-scale illegal coal mining in the Margherita belt under the North Eastern Coalfields Limited has assumed serious proportions with the local mafia, allegedly in connivance with some police officials, operating a parallel mining industry. The illegal mining is being operated in an unorganized manner caring little for the safety which resulted in the recent burial of two unskilled miners at Namdang colliery. Around 50-60 trucks carry coal from these mining areas daily. Out of these at least 20 trucks reportedly contain illegal coal and are transshipped with ambiguous chalans. Taking advantage of some registered private coal depots, innumerable illegal depots have surfaced in the area where a large number of unskilled people from the nearby districts have been engaged by some anti-social elements and so-called contractors in illegal coal mining.

Assam Budget session; Opp gears up to corner Govt:
Guwahati: The Budget session of the Assam Legislative Assembly beginning March 1, will be a stormy affair by all account. The Opposition members have girded up their loins to put the Government on the mat. Providing grist to the mill is the fact that the Congress (I) Government since the last Assembly session has been under pressure due to the alleged constable appointment irregularities and the successive bomb blasts in the State, including the ones on Jan 26 last at the Judges' Field here.

News on 4th March '05
Lawyer negotiating Chetia's handover to 'neutral' country?; 

Dhaka buying time, in a fix over Chetia:

Guwahati: Where is top Bangladeshi lawyer Sigma Huda, secretary general of the Bangladesh Society for the Enforcement of Human Rights (BSEHR) and detained ULFA leader Anup chetia's counsel, these days? Ms Huda's support staff at her plush office at Chancery Chambers, in downtown Dhaka's Motijheel area, told that she had not returned yet from her trip abroad. Ms Huda's close associate, Alena Khan, also a lawyer and a senior official at BSEHR, a rights group that has been backing Chetia alias Golap Barua, ever since his arrest by Bangladeshi authorities from Dhaka's North Adabor locality on Dec 21, 1997, too, said that the former was out of the country. Ms Khan would not elaborate.

Chamling ready to tap China for NEC goods:

Guwahati: The excitement over the former Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee's visit to China in June 2003 was overpowering. The talk of the town in Gangtok, the capital of the tiny State, tucked in the eastern Himalayas -from restaurant to newspaper editorial- was all about Vajpayee's "deal" in Beijing that week on the opening of trade between Sikkim and Tibet.

BJP ST Forum slams Narah for 'fund swindling':

Guwahati: Assam BJP's ST Forum on State WPT & BC Minister Bharat Narah for, what it alleged, embezzlement of crores of Central funds meant for the developments ST and SC in the State. Assam BJP ST Morcha president Deven Pegu alleged that for 19 ST development projects during the fiscal 2001-02 Narah had bought materials worth Rs 6.22 crore at an inflated price of Rs 16.22 crore, thereby, swindled about Rs 10 crore. During the same fiscal, Pegu alleged, the minister had bought materials worth Rs 2.38 crore at an inflated price of Rs 7.45 crore.

AASU decries Railway Budget:

Guwahati: The All Assam Students' Union has termed the Railway Budget as a fruitless exercise for the North-east. The AASU said that as long as the Centre's neglect of the region continues, the AASU struggle will go on. It said that the question of reservation in Group C and D category of jobs has once again been put on the backburner. The AASU has also lamented the fact that despite the presence of a Congress Government in the State and a Congress-led Government at the Centre, nothing worthwhile has been done for the State in the Railway Budget presented on Feb 27.

AKRSU forms Chilarai Sena:

Guwahati: Close on the heels of the formation of the Axom Xena by the AASU, the Assam Koch-Rajbongshi Students' Union (AKRSU) on Feb 27 announced the formation of the Chilarai Sena for the protection of rights of indigenous people of the State and to revive the historic Kamatapur 'kingdom'. The announcement of the development was made by the AKRSU president Biswajit Rai of the faction after a marathon delegate meeting which was held at Charikhola Siknajhar in Kokrajhar. 

News on 3rd March '05
Cong leader held on rape charge, freed:
Nagaon: The Congress' jinx with its Puranigudam members refuses to die down. Hust days after party workers were involved in exchange of blows regarding intra-party polls, a sensational allegation against a senior Congress leader- Amal chandra Gayan -has taken everyone by surprise. According to reports, Gayan had allegedly attempted to rape a 15-year old Class IX student of Jalah village in an inebriated state, on March 3. The Samaguri police initially hesitated to even register a complaint terming it as the result of infighting between the two Congress factions. But when pressurize by the locals, they finally registered a complaint, and arrested Gayan on March 5. He was, however, released on bail immediately. On March 6, the girl gave a statement to the Superintendent of Police, Krishna Kanta Sarma.

Green House Scam; Charge sheets against 16 DCs, 19 PDs on the cards:
Guwahati: The Chief Minister's Vigilance Cell has sought prosecution sanction from the concerned authorities for issuance of charge sheets against as many as 16 IAS (all DC level) and 19 ACS (all Project Director level) officers for their alleged involvement in the multi-crore-rupee greenhouse scam which had occurred at the fagend of the last Prafulla Kumar Mahanta-led AGP Government's tenure. Assam P & RD Minister Ripun Minister Ripun Bora informed the House of this during the Question Hour while replying to a query from Independent MLA Premadhar Bora on action against the officers involved in the greenhouse scam. Bora informed the House that action against the involved DCs and PDs would be initiated after the issuance of the charge sheets. He said that the Government's prosecution sanction for issuance of charge sheets against the officers was likely by this month.

News on 2nd March '05
B Borooah College gutted:

Guwahati: In a major fire which broke out in the city in the evening on March 3, B Borooah College, a premier education institute of the region, was completely gutted. According to preliminary reports, the fire spread from the examination branch of the college at 6.45 p.m. More than 20 fire tenders were pressed into service to douse the fire, and it took the fire fighters over two-and-a- half hours to bring the fire under control. All Arts buildings, the principal's room the college office, the teachers' common room and the Chemistry Department were completely burnt down. Only the college library and two new blocks escaped the wrath of fire.

Barman admits misinformation to MCI:

Guwahati: Assam Health and Family Welfare Minister Dr Bhumidhar Barman has admitted in the House on March 3 that the three medical colleges in the State have been running short of professors and other doctors, and that whenever the Medical Council of India (MCI) sends its inspectors to these colleges the Government uses to shift professors from one college to the other just to show the inspectors that the teachers' strengths in the colleges are as per MCI norms.

Paresh isolated: Suman Barua

Guwahati: The proscribed United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) on March 3 is a divided house, if information revealed by the outfit's publicity chief Suman Barua, who surrendered before the Assam Police's Special Branch on February 28, is to be believed. The outfit's 'transformation' from an insurgent group to that of a terrorist organization has created a vast chasm between a section of its top brass and the rank and file.

Razi decision draws flak in Assam:

Guwahati: Intellectuals and political leaders, cutting across party lines, have flayed the action of Jharkhand Governor Syed Sibte Razi by which JMM leader Sibu Soren was sworn in as the third Chief Minister of Jharkhand on March 2 leading to much hue and cry in the political circle of the country.

Ruckus in Assam Budget Session, Opp walks out:
Guwahati: The first day of the Budget Session of the Assam Legislative Assembly witnessed a pandemonium on March 1 when the AGP and the BJP staged a noisy walkout boycotting the Governor's speech in protest against the recent constable recruitment fiasco and the 'fragile' law-and-order situation in the State. It was followed by another walkout by the ASDC protesting the State Government's 'failure' to protect Assam land in Karbi Anglong district where some villages have been 'encroached' by Meghalaya.

Law and order better now: Gogoi

Guwahati: Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on March 1 said that the law-and-order situation in the State is much better than what it was during the tenure of the Prafulla Kumar Mahanta led AGP Government. Talking to newsmen in the city on AGP and BJP's boycott of the Governor's speech on March 1, Gogoi said: "Now the people of the State are no longer afraid of roaming in front of the Usha Court. During the AGP regime, the people were scared to do so". He said that a large number of traders had fled the State when the AGP was in power. But now trade delegations from Thailand and China were conducting surveys in the State for investment, he said, adding that this vast change in the scene was indicative of improvement on the law-and-order front.

NRL tankers to roll into Myanmar soon; 

Guwahati: Numaligarh Refinery's Managing Director Bhupati Das has reasons to be happy. To begin with, his 3 million-tonne refinery is all set to export diesel worth $5 million a year (1,000 tonnes a month) to Myanmar, has the goodwill of the villagers around his state-of-the-art plant who guard it night after, and is holding on to a secret that he promises to share 'only when the time comes'. By April, if Myanmar Government's approval is received, the refinery will send out a tanker-load of High Speed Diesel (HSD) to Myanmar on a trial basis, after which it expects an order for supply of 1,000 tons of HSD a month.

News on 1st March '05
Thai team arrives to tap investment potential:

Guwahati: A delegation from Thailand, headed by dr Prasert Prasarttong Osoth, president and CEO of the Bangkok Airways, arrived in the city on March 1 for their three-day Assam tour. Former Deputy Prime Minister of Thailand Dr Virapong Langura is also a part of the delegation which has come to explore the investment potential sectors of the State. The visit of the delegation is a part of the "Look east policy", government sources said. State Forest Minister Pradyut Bordoloi, addressing a meeting held between the State Government and a 32-member Thai delegation at the Assam Industrial Development Corporation conference hall here on March 1, said that to utilize the huge potential of the tourism industry in the north-eastern region, the Ministry for External Affairs is currently considering a proposal to liberalize the existing visa regulation.

Change of guard in The Sentinel:

Guwahati: Change is that integral process, registering its presence in the wide expanse of life where vicissitudes become sine qua non, and one single moment shapes the entire course of destiny. Such a moment was registered in the history of The Sentinel group 22 years ago. On April 13th, 1983, one man took on his shoulders the daunting task of shaping the future of a newly-launched newspaper. Mr Dhirendra Nath Bezbaruah, the patriarch figure of The Sentinel, after rendering more than two decades of glorious service, during which this paper achieved its prestigious position, on March 1 handed over his responsibility to his successor Mr Harekrishnar Deka, eminent litterateur and former DGP, Assam.

Budget for holistic rural uplift; Mixed reactions in State:
Guwahati: There has been a mixed reaction to the Union Budget, 2005 in the State. CII Assam State Council chairman Abhijit Barooah said that the Budget was a progressive one without any populist announcements. The fiscal and revenue deficits were within reasonable limits, he said and added that the new income slabs and reduction in number of exemptions had been progressive measures.

ULFA 'editor' gives up:

Guwahati: Suman Barua, who created the e-mail address 'Ruby Bhuyan' for the United Liberation Front of Asom to communicate with the media, surrendered before the Assam Police here on Feb 28, reportedly following an ideological difference with the top brass of the proscribed outfit. Barua also used to edit the mouthpiece of the ULFA, called Freedom. Pakistan-trained bomb expert Chandan Borah also surrendered before DIG (Special Branch) Khagen Sarma along with Barua. During the surrender ceremony, Sarma, told newsmen that Barua was holding an important position, and that he (Barua) facilitated the ULFA's linkage with other insurgent groups and foreign countries. He was occasionally sent to Bhutan for streamlining the administrative work, the DIG(SB) said.

Institute set up to home skills of youth:

Guwahati: Educating the youth along the lines of reason, religion and love won him worldwide acclaim. John Bosco, the saviour of the vagrant and marginalized young people, is considered the father and friend of the youth. Though he died in 1888, his legacy has been kept alive by the Salesian Society, which was founded by him in 1858. the Salesian Province of Guwahati, as a befitting tribute to this saint and educator, has set up the Don Bosco Institute (DBI), has set up the Don Bosco Institute (DBI), the center for human development, leadership and training at Kharguli to provide a platform to the North-east youth to develop their skills and capacities. Inaugurated by Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh on November 22 last year, this institute was on Feb 28 formally dedicated to the youth of the region by Rev Fr Pascual V Chavez, the international director of the Don Bosco Society.
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