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	News on 28th February '05 

Lalu has ignored NE: Assam parties:
Guwahati: Union Minister Laloo Prasad Yadav's second Railway Budget has not impressed the political parties of State. Most of the parties expressed dissatisfaction as there is no significant proposal for the region. However, they have started that the common people would get relief as there is no new proposal for fare hike. Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) president Bhubaneswar Kalita, while reacting on the Railway Budget, said that there linkage in the new proposal for development of rail linkage in the region. The APCC had submitted a proposal for conversion of the metre gauge track from Rangiya in Kamrup district to Murkakseleng in Arunachal Pradesh, but the proposal had not been put in the budget, he said. Another long-standing demand of the people of the region was to set up double track line up to Bongaigaon from Siliguri in West Bengal, but that too has not been included in the budget proposals, he added.

Israeli UAVs scouring NE:

Guwahati: With their strange silhouettes and awe-inspiring capabilities, on 26th February's Unmannded Aerial Vehicles (UAVs), like the Israel-made Mark-I, seem to have flown in from the future. The Mark-I, seem and half a dozen other operational UAVs in the Indian Army's "unmanned warfare and surveillance from the skies" arsenal are now being successfully used to "map" rebel hideouts in the North-east, particularly in the rugged hilly terrain and remote inaccessible jungle hideouts of the United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) and National Socialist Council of Nagaland (Khaplang) faction, deep in Arunachal Pradesh and along the Indo-Myanmar border.

AAMSU slams Gohain remark on police job:

Guwahati: The All Assam Minority Students' Union has taken strong exception to the recent statement made by BJP MP Rajen Gohain that the nationality of all selected candidates belonging to the minority community for the Assam Police constabulary should be made public. "This kind of remarks creates a lot of misunderstanding among the various communities of Assam, which is detrimental to the ongoing process of formation of a greater Assamese society", the student leader said while addressing a press conference here on Feb 27. 

BJP's 'charge sheet' against Gogoi Govt:
Silchar: Along with its 'Assembly-gherao' programme on March 11, the BJP will also submit a 'chargesheet' against the Tarun Gogoi-led government to Assam Governor Lt Gen Ajay Singh. BJP in charge of the North-east V Satish told on Feb 25 that the litany of charges includes "rampant corruption, communalization of recruitment process, distressed conditions of tea-tribes, breakdown of law and order, increasing violence, mounting atrocities on women and stagnant job opportunities for youths". The 'chargesheet', he said, would also highlight the lackadaisical attitude of the State Government towards the threat-perception posed by the Islamic fundamentalist organizations to the security and integrity of Assam, retention of IM (DT) Act, half-hearted approach to the enlistment as ST communities, unabated influx of Bangladeshis misgovernance.

NEEPCO to meet BBMB in final:

Guwahati: NEEPCO will take on BBMB in the final of the Xth PSCB Inter-CPSU Cricket Tournament to be held at the Nehru Stadium on Feb 26. In the semi finals, held on Feb 25, NEEPCO defeated NHPC by huge margin of 101 runs while BBMB beat DVC by 27 runs.

Shantipur AC in ONGC Cup final:

Guwahati: Shantipur Athletic Club stormed into the final of the Raju and Srivastav Prize Money ONGC challenge Cricket Tournament defeating ONGC, Sivasagar team by 31 runs at Silchar on Feb 25. Batting first Shantipur Athletic Club scored 190. In reply ONGC, Sivasagar bowled out for 159 runs. In the final Shantipur will lock horns against NF Railway.

FCI team to leave for Amritsar on Feb 26:

Guwahati: A 16-member FCI (North East) team will take part in the All India Zonal FCI meet which will be held in Amritsar from March 1. The team will leave for Amritsar on Feb 26.

RBI, BSNL in inter-bank cricket final:

Guwahati: RBI will meet BSNL in the final of the 18th Girish Chandra Goswami Memorial Inter Bank Cricket Tournament to be held on Feb 27. In the first semi final on Feb 25 BSNL defeated Central Bank of India by two wickets while RBI defeated Postal Department by six wickets.

News on 27th February '05
We can't push him to death: ULFA leader's lawyer; Term over, Chetia in Dhaka's 'custody':
Guwahati: ULFA general secretary Anup Chetia alias Golap Barua's seven-year jail term in Bangladesh ended on Feb 25, but the authorities have decided to keep him in prison for 'security reasons' until his plea for political asylum and a request and a request not to hand him over to Indian authorities are disposed off, lawyers for the militant leader said. Alena Khan, one of Chetia's lawyers, said: "The ULFA leader has ended his jail term on Feb 25 and is no longer a convicted person. But, since he has not been set free yet, his detention will be regarded as safe custody". Khan, an official with the Bangladesh Society for the Enforcement of Human Rights (BSEHR), rights group backing the detained ULFA leader, said that he continues to be confined at the high security jail at Kasimpur, near Dhaka, where he was shifted from the Dhaka central jail around 10 months ago.

I will work for the nation: Mahanta

Guwahati: Former Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta has pledged to work relentlessly as a private citizen for the cause of the State and the nation. The party is above the individual and the country is above the party, Mahanta said in a press statement on Feb 25.

Schemes going slow, Gogoi asks DCs to speed up:

Guwahati: Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi has realized the fact, albeit at the fag end of his tenure, that implementation of various schemes in the State have been very slow and some of them have even failed to see the light of the day. Gogoi has issued strict instructions to the deputy commissioners of the State to see that the schemes are implemented in time and at estimated costs, and they would be graded into A, B, C and D in accordance with their performance.

DCs asked to monitor TEs:

Guwahati: In view of the fragile law-and-order scene in the most of the tea estates of the State, specially after the Gobindapur Tea Estate incident, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Feb 25 asked the deputy commissioners of districts having tea estates in them to remain alert. In a meeting with them in the city, Gogoi asked the DCs to see if the tea labourers get regular wages and other facilities, and the Plantation Labour Act was properly followed or not.

Gogoi Govt to set up Madrassa university:

Guwahati: Assam may soon have a separate university on Madrassa education. A clear signal in this regard has been given by Wazed Ali Choudhury, Minister for Minority and Sar Area Development. Choudhury, who is the chairman of the Madrassa Education Board, said that the Board has placed a proposal before the State Government recently for setting up a University on Madrassa education. The proposal is now under the active consideration of the State Government, he added. 

News on 26th February '05
Rumours galore on ULFA leader's hand over to India; Dhaka denies lawyers access to Chetia:
Guwahati: Bangladeshi lawyers and Human rights groups backing detained ULFA general secretary Anup Chetia alias Golap Barua have said that Dhaka has denied them access to militant leader, leading to indications that he could be handed over to Indian authorities when he ends his prison term on Feb 25. One of the Chetia's lawyers, Ms Alena Khan, said that the Bangladesh Government is totally silent on the ULFA leader's plea for political asylum in the country although he is to end his prison term within less that 48 hours from then. She said that since the past 10 months, Chetia has been lodged at the high-security Kasimpur jail, near Dhaka. "He was shifted to the Kasimpur jail located at an isolated spot with maximum security", the lawyer said. Chetia, now 54, was arrested by Bangladesh immigration and security officials from downtown Dhaka's North Adabor locality on Dec 21, 1997.

Rongpi cries foul on arms recovery from CPI-ML office:

Guwahati: Rubbishing the reported recovery of a cache of arms and ammunition by the police from the CPI(ML) Liberation office at Diphu in Karbi Anglong district recently, CPI(ML) central committee member and the party's Hills District Committee secretary Jayanta Rongpi on Feb 23 said that it was a conspiracy hatched by the ruling party to tarnish the image of the CPI (ML). Rongpi said that the administration of the hill district was being misused by the Congress to subserve its political interest.

Das panel: GU, AASC trainings not up to mark:

Guwahati: The Standing Committee on Employment headed by former Assam Chief Secretary HN Das has found that the Gauhati University Training Programme and the Assam Administrative Staff college Training Programme are not up to the mark, and they required through review and revamp. In its first (provisional) report submitted to the State Government recently, the Committee has recommended to the Government to review the working of the GU Training Programme.

$500 million WB loan for Assam roads:

Guwahati: Assam has received a World Bank loan of $500 million for improving the State highways as well as major town roads. This was disclosed by Assam PWD Commissioner Ananda Borgohain on Feb 23. Two senior officials of the Bank, Shally Birmingham and Ashok Kumar will arrive here on Feb 24 to initiate the formal process, he said.

'Cong safeguarding B'deshis to keep its vote bank intact'; ISI design to create Islamic state on: BJP

Nalbari: The ISI, with the assistance of Bangladeshi revolutionary groups and the militant organizations of Assam, has been working silently to form an Islamic State and the conspiracy to do the needful had already been chalked out. Therefore, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) would fight with all its might to safeguard the existence of the Assamese people, said Mr Indramoni Bora, Rajya Sabha MP and the president of the BJP, Assam unit while addressing a meeting held at Charia ME School premises on Feb 21. Expressing his concern over the issue, Mr Bora said that none had yet been aware enough about the conspiracy of the ISI. As a result of this, the Assamese people living in the State would have to lose their identity one day, he said. In view of this, he urged the people of Assam in general and the BJP activists in particular to work hard unitedly so that no such evil design could asserted that the BJP was responsible for fulfill the hopes and aspirations of the people of Assam.

Cong for arrest of CPI-ML leaders over arms recovery:

Diphu: The political scene in Karbi Anglong district of the State is hotting up following the recovery of arms and ammunition from the CPI(ML) office here recently. While the CPI(ML) and the ASDC(P) have said that the incident was a conspiracy of the Congress, the Congress party has demanded the State Government to arrest all leaders of the CPI(ML). Meanwhile, activists of the CPI(ML)and ASDC(P) staged a dharna on Feb 222 in front of the office of the DC, Karbi Anglong in protest against recent police raid at the CPI(ML) office. Both the organizations also submitted memoranda to the Assam Chief Minister, Chief Election Commissioner, Assam, State Home Commissioner, State Human Right Commission and the Chief Election Commissioner of the Election Commission of India. Terming the raid as unlawful, the CPI(ML) accused the Congress of hatching a conspiracy to malign the image of the CPI(ML). Both the ASDC(P) and CPI(ML) have also refuted the district administration's claim that the CPI(ML) was informed beforehand about the raid. 

News on 25th February '05
Assam Govt leaves Rs 210 crore unspent:
Guwahati: Assam has left unspent around Rs 210 crore under the Non-Lapsable central Pool of Resources (NLCPR) of a total fund of Rs 633 crore it had received during the period from 1998-'99 to 2004-'05 to finance 167 project under the State sector. During the same period, the State Government had received Rs 72 crore to fund Central sector projects. It may be mentioned here that the NLCPR, which operates under the Doner Ministry, releases funds to the north-eastern states for infrastructural development in sectors like power, roads, bridges, water supply, education, health, etc.

PM to be Dispur Block cong chief?

Guwahati: The Dispur Block Congress Committee has proposed the name of Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, who is listed as a voter of Dispur Assembly constituency and a resident of Sarumatoria area, as its president. The Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) has already given consent it to the All India Congress Committee (AICC) for its approval.

BJP demands list of minority candidates out:

Guwahati: The State unit of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on Feb 24 demanded the screening of all the candidates belonging to the minority community, who were selected in the recent recruitment rallies for Assam Police constabulary. Former State BJP president and Nagaon MP Rajen Gohain on Feb 24 demanded of the State Government to make the names and address of all the religious minority candidates public in the wake of Minister of State for Home Rockybul Hussain's admission that 40 per cent Muslim candidates were selected during the selection process.

New AASU chief, GS take charge:

Guwahati: The newly-elected president and general secretary of the All Assam Students' Union (AASU), Shankar Prasad Roy and Tapan Gogoi respectively have taken charge with the pledge of taking uncompromising steps on issues relating to the interest of indigenous people of the State, at Gauhati University on Feb 24. the Student body has launched its website http://www.aasu.m2014.net

HSLC exams begin on Feb 25 amid boycott threat:

Guwahati: The High School Leaving Certificate (HSLC) and High Madrassa examinations in the State are going to be commenced from Feb 25 under the cloud of boycott by the Asom Madhyamik Sishak and Karmachari Sangstha (AMSKS). The AMSKS has on Feb 25 made it clear that it is not going to retreat from its declared stand, while the Board of Secondary Education, Assam (SEBA) is maintaining that alternative arrangement has been made in view of the boycott call. 

News on 24th February '05
No jobs? Don't worry, you will get an Assamese version of MoU;

MoU politics reaches its crescendo in State:

Guwahati: The over 15 lakh registered unemployed in Assam may not get appointment letters for jobs or even call letters to appear in tests or examinations for jobs, but each of them will surely get a copy of the Assamese version (to be translated) of the memorandum of understanding (MoU) which the then Prafulla Kumar Mahanta-led AGP Government had signed with the then BJP-led NDA Government at the Centre in 2000, allegedly banning appointment in departments in the state Government as a cost-cutting measure- thanks to the MoU politics between the ruling Congress and the Opposition AGP in the State.

Gogoi Govt hikes DA to 64%:

Guwahati: The Assam Government has hiked the dearness allowances of its employees up to 64 per cent at par with that of the Central Government employees, as part of fulfillment of the long-pending charter of demands of the Sadou Asam Karmachari Parishad (SAKP) and other State government employees' organizations just a year ahead of the next Assembly elections. The Government is also actively considering amalgamation of 50 per cent of the 64 per cent DA with the basic pay of the employees. The decision came close on the heels of the extension of superannuation age of State Government employees from 58 years to 59.

Sixth Schedule: CPI-M warns Gogoi Govt:

Guwahati: The CPI(M) has demanded strict implementation of Chapter 10 of the Assam Land and Revenue Regulation, 1886 to ensure preservation of tribal belt land exclusively for the tribal communities of the State. Besides, the party has blamed the State Government for its 'divide and rule policy' and tribal unrest in Assam.

AGP lifts ban on Mahanta:

Guwahati: Ending days of speculation over the issue, the steering committee of the Opposition Asom Gana Parishad, the apex policy-making body of the regional party, in a meeting last night, decided to lift the ban on former Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta from carrying out his political activities outside his home constituency, Barhampur. This has come as a victory of sorts for Mahanta, the founder president of the AGP, who was debarred by the steering committee of the party from taking part in any organizational matters of the party outside Barhampur last year as a disciplinary measure for his 'controversial personal life'.

Govt ticks off HSLC Exam boycott threat:

Guwahati: While the students have been bewildered over the decision of the Assam Madhyamik Sikshak Aru Karmachari Sangstha to boycott the High School Leaving Certificate and High Madrassa Examinations slated from Feb 25, the State Government on Feb 22 made it clear that the examinations would be conducted as scheduled. The Government has, however, conceded to some of the demands of agitated teachers.

Jobs: HC appoints amicus curiae:

Guwahati: Justice IA Ansari of the Gauhati High court on Feb 22 appointed two counsels- SN Sarma and PK Tiwari- as amicus curiae in the case relating to the recent recruitment in Assam Police constabulary. The two counsels would represent neither the petitioners nor the State Government, sources said. The state Government on Feb 22 sought three weeks' time for filing of the returns. The court has fixed the next date of hearing of the case on March 14.

College teachers' stir from March 1:

Guwahati: The Assam College Teachers' Association (ACTA) will launch an agitation from March 1 in support of their various demands including regularization of service of fixed-pay teachers and lifting of the ban on filling up of the vacant posts of teaching and non-teaching staff in various colleges. 

Illegally-appointed teachers to be regularized:

Guwahati: Jobs of the remaining over 1,000 teachers, whose appointment had been declared illegal by the Manoharan Committee, will be regularized by March, and fresh applications for new appointment will be invited only if there are any posts vacant after the regularization of the jobs of Manoharan Committee indicated teachers. According to sources, the regularization of teachers will be done district wise. Sources said that Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi's main criterion for recruitment of teachers this time would be merit. It may be mentioned here that services of about 10,000 teachers, whose appointment had been declared illegal by the Manoharan Committee, were regularized earlier. In its first report, the committee had declared the appointment of 22,000 teachers as illegal, but the figure fell to 11,000 later.

Chakka bandh hits HS examinees:

Guwahati: Amid transportation chaos caused by the chakka bandh called by the Sodou Asom Motor Shramik Jutia Parishad, first day of the Higher Secondary examination passed off peacefully on Feb 22. however, students of various localities in the city, among other commuters, had a harrowing time due to the untimely chakka bandh. 

News on 23rd February '05
Dismembering India impossible: Das;

CPI-M doesn't see B'desh design:

Guwahati: CPI (M) central committee member Hemen Das on Feb 21 stoutly refuted a UNI report published in The sentinel on February 14 which had quoted him as having said that Bangladesh-based fundamentalist forces were trying to create a "greater Islamic state comprising Bangladesh, Assam, Tripura and North Bengal". Das on Feb 21, said that although the CPI (M) has not ruled out the possibility of a reported design of the ISI-CIA backed fundamentalist forces to destabilize the north-eastern region, as alleged by the CPI State Committee recently, the party thinks that it is not possible for the secessionist forces to disintegrate India. 

Delhi HC directive exposes Cong motive: AASU

Guwahati: The All Assam Students' Union (AASU) on said that Delhi High Court's recent directive asking the Delhi State Government to detect and deport monthly at least 3,000 illegal Bangladeshi migrants from the national capital, has exposed the Congress-led governments, both in New Delhi and Dispur, on the alien issue which has already changed the demography of the North-east.

Anti-party activities will not b pardoned: Goswami

Guwahati: Asom Gana Parishad president Brindaban Goswami has said that strict disciplinary action will taken against anyone will be taken against anyone who conspired to weaken the party. "There will be no leniency as far as dealing with anti-party activities is concerned", he said here on Feb 21. All the recent mandal-level meetings, held at different places in the state, unanimously called for the strict maintenance of discipline and order in the party, the AGP chief said, adding that 50 regional units of the party had attended these meetings. Every member of the party can air his grievances and seek their resolution within the platform of the party by following the discipline of the party, Goswami said. But there is no question of any deviation from the accepted procedure, he said, adding that no allowance will be made for the 'conspirators' out to destroy the party.

Irrig notification draws flak:

Guwahati: A notification allegedly issued by Executive Engineer of the Guwahati Division of the State's Irrigation Department Sattar Ali to the officials concerned to raise funds for revival of several Irrigation schemes in the division, has raised the hackles of both the field staff and beneficiaries of these schemes here. Sources alleged that, according to the decision of a meeting the Executive Engineer had with his staff concerned on June 12, 2003, the beneficiaries and field staff were asked to donate private funds to revitalize the Irrigation schemes. Those field officials, who have failed to carry out Ali's directive, have been transferred out, the sources said, adding that this has led to a great deal of resentment among both the field staff and the beneficiaries of the Irrigation schemes, besides creating mental harassment to them.

Katha's NE literary fest in Delhi in Apr:

Guwahati: There is good news for the literary circles of the North east. Katha, the New Delhi-based non-profit organization working in the areas of literacy, literature and education, is going to hold the North East Writings (NEW) Katha Utsav from April 27 to 29 at the India International Centre in Delhi, which will be attended by about 120 writers, critics, scholars, translators and students from the north-eastern States, including Sikkim. It will probably be the largest literary contingent ever to assemble outside the North-east, sources at the Katha Media Cell told. Apart from this, about 2,000 students, academicians, scholars, writers, translators, policy-makers and media people from Delhi and its neighbouring States are expected to participate in the festival, they added. 
News on 22nd February '05
Formation of political front by tea community; Congress trying to hoodwink people: AGP
Mariani: Former ATTSA leader and convenor of the AGP tea cell Dulal Nayak has said that the recent talks of the formation of a political entity by the tea tribes of the State for securing their political rights is nothing but a hidden ploy on the part of the Congress (I) in the State with an eye on the 2006 Assembly election. Nayak alleged that this was yet another attempt on the part of the Congress in the State to protect their stranglehold which has been in decline since the last Parliamentary elections. He said that the defeat of the Congress heavyweight Paban Singh Ghatowar in the Dibrugarh parliamentary constituency was a harbinger of the danger signal to the Congress. 

'Ropeway to connect city, Umananda':
Guwahati: The Department of North Eastern Region (DONER) has agreed to pour in Rs 9 crore to the State Government for the construction of a ropeway connecting Guwahati and Umananda. The Union Ministry, according to Assam Minister of State for Planning and Development Himanta Biswa Sarma, has communicated the State Government in this regard recently. Sarma said that if the cost of the project exceeded Rs 9 crore, the State Government would bear the excess amount. "The DONER has also agreed to pour in another Rs 18 crore to solve the drinking water problem in the city", Sarma said, adding that the amount would be spent for replacement and renovation of the water supply system in the city. He said that the ropeway would boost tourist inflow into State.

International Guwahati Trade Fair; Chinese participation boosts 'Look East' policy:

Guwahati: The 'Look East' policy, which was just a concept a few years ago, has become a reality on Feb 20, and the people of the North-east must get ready to face the challenges of the new market opportunities. This was stated by Government of Assam. Lt Gen (retd) Ajai Singh at the inaugural function of the 12th International Guwahati Trade Fair held at Pragjyoti-ITA Centre for performing Arts. He further stated that the recently concluded India-ASEAN Car Rally was an indicator of the growing economic power of the East. He said that the next century would be dictated by the East. 

News on 21st February '05
Teachers to boycott HSLC, High Madrassa exams:
Guwahati: The Asom Madhyamik Sishak aru Karmachari Santha has taken the decision not to change its earlier stand to boycott the High school Leaving Certificate and High Madrassa examinations to be held from Feb 25. The decision has been taken at an executive meeting of the Santha held here on Feb 20. It may be mentioned that the Santha had earlier set a deadline for the State Government for the fulfillment of the 'legitimate' demands of the schoolteachers of Assam. But as the government showed a lackadaisical attitude in solving their grievances, the executive members of the organization decided not to change its earlier stand to boycott the examinations, which was taken six months back.

Himanta blasts AGP over MoU:

Guwahati: Assam Minister of State for Planning and Development Himanta Biswa Sarma came down heavily on the previous AGP Government for its failure to fulfill the hopes and aspiration of the unemployed youths of the State. Sarma spewed venom on AGP spokesman Jagdish Bhuyan for failing to understand the Memorandum of Understanding the Tarun Gogoi led Government had renewed with the Centre in 2003. he said that there was no justification whatsoever in the hullabaloo created by the AGP over MoU renewed by the Congress. He said that it was merely a continuation of the previous MoU but with fresh previous MoU but with fresh provisions in the interest of the State. 

CPI warning on B'desh design:

Guwahati: The Assam State unit of the Communist Party of India (CPI) has expressed grave concern over the design of Islamic fundamentalists of Bangladesh to create a 'greater Bangladesh' comprising Assam, neighbouring Tripura and parts of west Bengal. The fundamentalist groups, with the active backing of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) of America and the Inter Services Intelligence (ISI) of Pakistan are working overtime to cede the north-east to Bangladesh under the design, posing a serious threat to the integrity of Assam as well as the whole country, said Promode Gogoi, CPI national executive member, while addressing newsmen in the party headquarters here on Feb 19.

Violence by NSUI; lensmen, school kids hurt:

Guwahati: The Photo 'Journalists' Union has decided to boycott all the functions of the NSUI, the student wing of the ruling Congress, following an unsavoury incident which took place in the city on Feb 19 when the student body allegedly tried to stage a protest against the use of gutkha at the office-cum-factory of the Dharampal Satyapal Company located at Bamunimaidam.

NCM Report on Christian population; NE Church cries foul: 

Guwahati: The Christian community of North-east India has expressed serious concern over the statement made by the Chairman of the National Commission for Minorities, s Tarlochan Singh in Kochi recently that there has been an "abnormally high growth of Christian population in the North east, especially in the districts bordering Bangladesh", 

APCC plea to Sonia on ULFA, NDFB talks:

Guwahati: All India Congress Committee president Ms Sonia Gandhi arrived at the city evening in a special flight from Jharkhand on a two-day visit to Assam. During her stay at the Raj Bhavan for the night, she is likely to hold informal discussions with a section of the APCC members on organizational matters. Sources said that the APCC would submit a memorandum to the Congress supreme, urging her to take the initiative to hold peace talks with the ULFA and the NDFB.

'Hastir Kanya', Bordoloi dare Maneka to prove charge:

Guwahati: 'Hastir Kanya' Parvati Baruah and Assam Minister of state for Forest (independent charge) Pradyut Bordoloi have challenged animal activist Maneka Gandhi on her recent allegation on cruelty to elephants in Assam during the recent Elephant Festival and the Kaziranga National Park (KNP) centenary which were celebrated simultaneously. "Why does Maneka look the other way when elephants are being used as safaris under extreme temperature (over 40 degree celcius) in temples in Joypur and south India?" they asked. Barua and Bordoloi said that Maneka should come to Assam and specifically show them where and when elephants had got cruel treatment during the recent KNP centenary and the jumbo festival. "We won't allow anyone to use Assam as the scapegoat to build their personal image. How Maneka make such baseless allegations against Assam by sitting in New Delhi"? They wondered, adding that there had been a ploy to stop visitors to the KNP, both domestic and foreign. 

News on 20th February '05
Declare NE a tax-free region: FINER
Guwahati: The Federation of Industries and Commerce of North Eastern Region (FINER) has appealed to Union Finance Minister P Chidambaram to declare the North-east as a tax-free zone. In a pre-Budget memorandum, the trade body has suggested to the Union Minister to incorporate necessary amendments to allow all industries, irrespective of location and specialization, to avail of the special incentives provided by the Central Government under the North East Industrial Policy (NEIP), 1997 to foster economic development in the region.

Dhanowar on the job of bringing peace in TEs:

Guwahati: Assam Labour Minister Rameswar Dhanowar, who has been entrusted with the additional charge of the newly-constituted Tea Tribes Welfare Department, is in the job of bringing peace in the tea estates which have been tense following labour unrest over irregular payment of wages and lack of other facilities. Dhanowar on Feb 18 said that he had taken the responsibility as a challenge.

Aarohan opens on Feb 20; Bhaben's dream project comes alive:

Guwahati: Aarohan, the dream project of noted litterateur and filmmaker Dr Bhabendra Nath Saikia, will be partly inaugurated on his 73rd birthday on Feb 20 at the Beltola area here. The library, a computer laboratory and a room for conducting music and dance classes will be opened on that day. Dr Saikia was a doyen of Assamese culture having excelled as an academician, short story writer, writer of children's fiction, filmmaker, playwright, novelist and journalist.

AGP, BJP gear up to penetrate Cong bastion; All eyes are on tea voters:

Guwahati: No marks for guessing that the tea community voters will be the trump card for the forthcoming Assembly polls in the State. Thus, realizing the importance of these voters residing in the tea-belt areas and following the recent significant decision of the All Tea Tribe Students' Association (ATTSA) to form a united platform to create political awareness among the tea community, almost all the political parties of Assam, keeping the election in mind, keeping the election in mind, are busy in formulating lucrative policies to woo over 70 lakh tea voters spreading over 35 Assembly segments in the State. While the ruling Congress sources claim that the party has done a lot for the welfare and development of the tea tribes, the Opposition parties, including the AGP and the BJP, have been doing their best to bring the community, which is considered as a Congress bastion till now, into their fold. 

News on 19th February '05
A B'deshi CM in next 10 yrs: AASU
Mariani: AASU adviser Samujjal Bhattacharyya on Feb 18 lashed out at the alleged casual attitude of the State Government towards the 'alarming' influx of Bangladeshi infiltrators into the state and called upon the citizens to rise together in protest against the vote bank politics of the Congress Government in the State. He was addressing a public meeting organized by the Titabor Regional and Subdivisional Students' Union in memory of the martyrs of the Assam Movement of the 1980s at the NNS College in Titabor. Criticizing the Tarun Gogoi led Congress Government in the State for refuting both the statistics of the 2001 Census and the statement made by Union Minister of State for Home Sriprakash Jaiswal that 50 lakh Bangladeshi nationals were present in the State, Bhattacharyya cautioned that if the unabated infiltration into the State was not checked, Assam would have a Chief Minister of Bangladeshi origin ten years' time. The AASU adviser also criticized the AGP, the BJP and the Left for their alleged intentions to protect the Bangladeshi infiltrators to expand their vote base.

Fulfilling expectation of people is the challenge now: Hagrama;

No one can drive a wedge between AASU-ABSU: Samujjal

Bagsa: All Assam Students' Union adviser Samujjal Bhattacharya has said that there is no force in the world that can drive a wedge between the two 'sister' organizations- the AASU and the All Bodo Students' Union. Addressing a mammoth gathering at Musalpur in Bagsa during the 37th conference of ABSU, Mr Bhattacharya said that the AASU's support to the BTC treaty was a pointer to the fact that the ABSU meant a lot to AASU. He said that the sensitivity of the ABSU towards the concern of the AASU can be gauged from the fact that the BTC treaty includes specific clauses protecting the rights of the non-Bodos in the area. Bhattacharya, in his address also lamented the deteriorating education system in the State and called for depolicization of the entire system. He said control of education should pass over from politicians to educationist of repute, which in turn would create human resource of the highest quality in the State.

News on 18th February '05
MoD seeks report; 35 students of Sainik School suspended: 

Guwahati: A great deal of sensation prevails in Sainik School, Goalpara as 35 students were suspended by the school authorities for, what school authorities alleged, violation of dress code by the students leading to a commotion with the teachers during the Saraswati Puja on Feb 13, and the Ministry of Defence seeking a report from Goalpara DC on the incident. The students are now in Goalpara Circuit House under the custody of Goalpara DC.

'AXX promoting Assamese well':

Guwahati: The Axom Xahitya Xabha, the revered literary body of the State, came under severe media criticism on Feb 14 when journalists quizzed its office-bearers on various aspects of its functioning at a press conference held here in the city. The conference was addressed by AXX general secretary Dr Jagdish Patgiri regarding the forthcoming 68th Xabha session beginning at Sipajhar in Darrang district on Feb 16.

CM: Opp resorting to gimmicks over police jobs:

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Feb 14 lashed out at the Opposition for the ongoing uproar over the recruitment of Assam Police constables. "Both the Asom Gana Parishad and the Bharatiya Janata Party are resorting to political gimmicks and creating a needless ruckus because they are unhappy that job opportunities are being made available in the state", the Chief Minister said here as he appealed to the unemployed youths not to be instigated by the political propaganda of the Opposition parties.

'State loses Rs 50 cr on bandh':

Guwahati: All sections of the people in the city have opposed the bandh culture in the State, which observed a bandh on Feb 14 within days of a similar bandh called by the BJP against anomalies in recruitment of constables in Assam Police. Interestingly enough, on 14th February's bandh was called by an unknown outfit amid rumours in the past several days that on Feb 14 would be a bandh day. The number of bandhs called on sundry occasions has gone up during the past couple of months, which leads to a loss of revenue worth 50 crore every day. 

Onus of conservation on Centre: Shand

Kaziranga(Mihimukh): Kaziranga's brand ambassador Mark Shand did not mince words when he stated that it was the Centre which needed to formulate a clearly defined policy on elephant conservation in order to protect the species which had become endangered the world over. Speaking to the media at inaugural ceremony of the third elephant festival here on Feb 12, Mark Shand: "The State Government can only do this much and the non-government organizations (NGOs) can support the Government's efforts, but it is the Centre which is the country, which has the largest population of pachyderm".

Kaziranga fest kicks off; Gogoi: KNP a biodiversity hot spot:

Jorhat: Chief minister Tarun Gogoi on Feb 11 kicked off the Kaziranga National Park centenary celebrations by inaugurating several events at the park which are part of the festivities. The Chief Minister inaugurated an expo, the DRDA self-help group exhibition, the Interpretation Centre, the Conference Hall, a food festival and the Kaziranga Heritage Building. "The Kaziranga National Park, home of the rare one horned rhino, is a great biodiversity hot spot and should be projected to the world as such", the Chief Minister said. "The park has also a variety of flora and fauna and has immense tourism potential which should be tapped", Gogoi added. 

News on 17th February '05
Rongpur fest: PETA urges Sivasagar DC to withdraw bovine battle;

Bhupen against 'cruel' buffalo fight:

Guwahati: Now, it's maestro Bhupen Hazarika's turn to come to the aid of the hapless animals in Assam that are being increasingly made to perform during government-backed events to entertain people. Hazarika, Assam's cultural icon, is 'very distressed' on learning that the organizers, that include the Sivasagar district administration, have included in their list buffalo fight as one of the events during the fest. Being informed by the People for Ethical Treatment of animals (PETA), of which Hazarika is a member, that buffalo fight was going to be one of the programmes at the event, the maestro expressed his 'distress'. The PETA responded by writing to the Sivasagar DC reconsider its decision to have buffalo fight during the event in view of the 'extreme cruelty that is involved in this fight'.

Only united AGP can defeat Cong: Mahanta 

Guwahati: "I never thought of deserting the Asom Gana Parishad and floating a new regional political party even as my supporters, including former ministers and MLAs, have been pressurizing me towards that end because of the delay on the part of party steering committee to lift the ban on my political activities. The need of the hour is to strengthen the AGP to defeat the Congress in the ensuing Assembly election, and floating new parties will not serve the purpose. In cool mind, I am waiting for the decision of the steering committee", said founder Assam president and former Assam Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta on Feb 14.

Tension in Assam-Arunachal border continues:

Guwahati: Tension prevails in the Bogijuli area under Behali constituency along the Assam-Arunachal Pradesh border following the alleged intrusion of a 15-member Arunachal Pradesh police team into the area about a week back. According to sources, the Arunachal police team, lead by an SI, entered the area on Feb 7 after the East Sonitpur Forest department evicted about 76 families of illegal settlers from the Bogijuli forest area on Feb 5. the settlers were primarily Adivasis, Karbis and some Nepalese, the sources said adding that some Nyishi (an Arunachal tribe) families had also been evicted from the land.  

News on 16th February '05
Gogoi Govt stops detection of aliens; Withdraw order or face the music, warns AASU: 

Guwahati: Emboldened by the retention of the controversial IM(DT), Act 1983 in its present form by the Congress-led UPA Government at the Centre allowing lakhs of aliens, mostly from Bangladesh, to move and stay scot-free in Assam and other States in the North east, the Tarun Gogoi-led Congress Government in Assam has gone a step farther to make Assam a State 'without any law' to tackle foreigners with the obvious interest on the 'vote bank'. It sounds strange but true that the Gogoi Government has issued an order on Feb 4 stopping detection of foreigners in the State on the pretext that genuine Indian citizens received quit notices during the process.

It's a temporary measure, says Govt:

Guwahati: Stung by the AASU's threat, the Assam Government on Feb 15 said that the order to stop the detection of illegal migrants in the State was purely a temporary measure. In a clarification issued on Feb 15, the Government said that the ADGP (Border) had issued the order following reports of harassment of Hindu Bengalis, Koch-Rajbongshis, freedom fighters and others in the name of detection of foreigners.

AGP seeks Gogoi Govt ouster:

Guwahati: The Opposition Asom Gana Parishad on Feb 15 staged mass protests all over the state against the alleged failure of the State Government on all fronts. About 5,000 party activists from the city, Hajo, Kamalpur, Palasbari, Chhaygaon and Boko attended the protest programme centrally held at the AGP headquarters here.

'Bring tea workers under PF scheme':

Guwahati: Although Dr Jayanta Madhab, economic and financial advisor to the Assam Chief Minister, has claimed that the tea workers in the State are the 'most protected lot' in comparison with their counterparts in the other States of the country, tea trade union leaders like Madhusudan Khandait, general secretary of the Asom Chah Majdur Sangha (ACMS) and GC Barpatra Gohain, general secretary of the Assam Chah Karmachari Sangha, have expressed displeasure over the non-inclusion of lakhs of tea labourers under the pension fund network, in spite of the 'laudable effort' of the Assam Tea Plantations Provident Fund and Pension Fund (ATPPF and PF) Scheme since the last 50 years.

ATCL will be revived: Dutta

Guwahati: The much-awaited revival process of the Assam Tea Corporation Ltd (ATCL) will be started within this year. This was stated by Industry and Transport Minister Anjan Dutta while delivering his speech at the Golden Jubilee celebration function of the Assam Tea Plantation Provident Fund Scheme in the city on Feb 15.

BJP: form panel to monitor jobs:

Guwahati: BJP MP Narayan Borkotoki on Feb 15 demanded of the State Government to constitute a high-level committee headed by a sitting High Court judge to monitor the recruitment process for all future appointments to government jobs. Addressing a news conference here, the MP from Mangaldai said that several anomalies would recur if this was not done.

HC: submit job records by Feb 21:

Guwahati: justice IA Ansari of the Gauhati High Court, in response to the three writ petitions (WPC 977, 976, 979/2005) earlier filed by three senior advocates challenging the recent recruitment process in the Assam Police constabulary, in a fresh order on Feb 15, asked the State Government to submit all the records pertaining to recruitment process by February 21. No fresh appointments of constables can be made till then, the order said.

News on 15th February '05 

We'll enforce ban on elephant fest in Assam: Maneka

Guwahati: Top wildlife activists in the country have condemned the nature of the Kaziranga Centenary celebrations and have vowed to ensure that events like an 'elephant festival' do not take place in Assam in the future. Firebrand conservationist Maneka Gandhi said: "already, two mahouts and rhino have become victims of the tamasha that is going around in Kaziranga. Isn't it ridiculous that the Assam Government could not think of anything better than permitting holding of a trade fair in the vicinity of a protected place like Kaziranga?" Ms Gandi added that from next year, she and her fellow conservations in India and abroad would make sure that unnatural events involving elephants do not take place in elephant habitats like Assam. "It is because of our campaign that the Prime Minister cancelled his visit to Assam to participate and inaugurate the Kaziranga Centenary celebrations", she said.

'Islamic nation' design worries Left in NE:

Guwahati: The Assam units of the CPI(M) and the CPI will work in tandem with the Left Front in West Bengal to prevent the Bangladesh-based fundamentalist groups from allegedly trying to create a "Greater Islamic state comprising Bangladesh, Assam, Tripura and North Bengal", CPI (M) central committee member Hemen Das said on Feb 13.

Mamoni to deliver ULFA letter to PM on Feb 13:

Guwahati: Jnanpith Award winner Dr Mamoni Raisom Goswami will hand over ULFA chairman Arabinda Rajkhowa's letter to Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh through National Security Advisor MK Narayanan on Feb 14. Rajkhowa has written a letter to the PM regarding ULFA's willingness to hold talks with the Union Government if the core issue of sovereignty figured in it. Rajkhowa had sent the letter in a sealed envelope to dr Goswami in order to hand it over to the Prime Minister. As the National Security Advisor was out of the country, the Jnanpith Award winner could not hand over the letter to Dr Singh last week.

AGP flip-flop on Mahanta, Phukan fate:

Guwahati: The fate of former Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta and former Home Minister Bhrigu Kumar Phukan still hangs in balance as the meeting of the steering committee of the Asom Gana Parishad(AGP), slated to be held on Feb 16, has been deferred yet again. Sources said that the party had also cancelled its general council meeting on Feb 21. according to the AGP's constitution, the general council meets once a year. It may be mentioned here that the last general council meeting of the party was held at Tezpur in January last year.

Govt decision to create teachers' jobs: a poll ploy?

Guwahati: The recent announcement by chief Minister Tarun Gogoi that 25,000 new jobs for school teachers would be created has raised the hackles of the conscious sections of people here. For the last three years, the state Government had been harping that it had inherited a debt-ridden exchequer and hence was unable to provide employment opportunities despite the burgeoning population of the unemployed in the State. The latest State Government move is being seen as an election sop as the Assembly polls are drawing near.

Job fiasco: Gogoi for transparent selection:

Guwahati: In what could be termed as a damage-control exercise, Assam chief Minister Tarun Gogoi has decided to consult all political parties, organizations and experts before carrying out any recruitment drive in future so as to make selection and screening of candidates transparent as much as possible. The announcement came in the backdrop of the police constable appointment fiasco which brought to the ruling Congress in the State a 'bad name' as allegations of large-scale anomalies in the selection process continue to come in from various circles, including the SC and ST Committee of the Assam Legislative Assembly.

ATTSA to float political outfit:

Guwahati: In a significant development, which can be termed as a fresh upsurge in the State's politics, the Assam Tea Tribes Students' Association (ATTSA), representing the younger generation of the tea community, today decided to form a united platform comprising all the organizations and eminent personalities belonging to the community. The platform is aimed at 'building political awareness' among the tea tribe people. A decision to this effect was taken in a meeting held at the Tea Employees' Welfare Board premises here, which was attended by several tea tribe leaders of various political parties and representatives of the tea tribe organizations.

Govt: Judges' Field for sporting events only:

Guwahati: Succumbing to public pressure, the State Government on Feb 12 declared that the Judges' field premises would be reserved for holding sports events alone. This was stated by Assam Minister of State for Planning and Development Himanta Biswa Sarma here on Feb 12. There has been a lot of speculation in the wake of the State Government's decision to ban the organization of public events at Judges's Field after the twin blasts there during the Republic Day celebrations on January 26.

Will Govt meet Games deadline?

Guwahati: Amid speculations over the fate of the National Games, slated to be held in the State later this year, the State Government on Feb 12 announced that all the stadium, including the main stadium, would be 'inaugurated' by October this year. The Games Village, too, will be dedicated to the State by November, Minister of State for Planning and Development Himanta Biswa Sarma told here on Feb 12. However construction companies here said that this was too much of a task in view of the fact that the construction work of all the stadium was progressing at a tardy pace. Significantly, the work on building the Games Village, which will accommodate 7,000 to 8,000 athletes and sports officials, is yet to start.

NE scene improving: Army Chief

Guwahati: On his maiden visit to the north-eastern region after assuming charge as the Chief of Indian Army, General JJ Singh has said that the law-and-order situation in the North-east has been improving. He is on a visit to the region to take stock of the situation here.

Tea workers lynch Jiba Gogoi's son:

Guwahati: In a gruesome incident on Feb 11, Rupak Gogoi, owner of Govindapur Tea Estate under Numaligarh police outpost in Golaghat district, was lynched by tea labourers on the estate premises at around 5.30 pm. According to preliminary reports, Rupak, younger son of former Assam Finance Minister Jibakanta Gogoi, had a tiff with the labourers over payment of salaries. The irate labourers beat Rupak to death and later set his body ablaze. The police came to know about the incident only when about 250 labourers surrendered at the Numaligarh police outpost at around 6pm. Further details are awaited.

ASTC land to Tatas: HC asks Govt to file affidavit:

Guwahati: Responding to a public interest litigation (PIL) filed by three eminent citizens challenging the proposed handling over of two bighas of land in the vicinity of the Assam state Transport Corporation (ASTC) complex at Paltan Bazar in the city to a private party, the two-judge bench comprising acting Chief Justice D Biswas and justice Amitabha Roy of the Gauhati High Court has directed the state Government to submit an affidavit in this regard to the court. The case will come up for hearing again on Feb 17.

News on 14th February '05 
AASU: Govt appeasing B'deshis: 

Guwahati: The All Assam Students' Union on Feb 8 said that the mass protests in the State against the alleged corruption and favouritism in the appointment of Assam Police constables were the consequence of the State Government's 'appeasement' of Bangladeshi nationals. AASU adviser Samujjal Bhattacharyya and outgoing president Prabin Boro also hinted at the possibility of the Pakistani ISI's involvement in the recruitment process. 

PIL against Govt move to hand over ASTC land: 

Guwahati: The State Government's decision to hand over the two-bigha plot of land in the vicinity of the Aassam State Transport Corporation (ASTC) complex at Paltanbazar in the city to the TATA group for constructing a luxury hotel received a jolt on Feb 8 as a public interest litigation (PIL) was filed at the Gauhati High Court by some eminent citizens, including Sarat chandra Sinha, former Chief Minister of Assam. 

News on 13th February '05
'Deemed univ' Cotton College:

Guwahati: In what would be termed as revolutionary in the State's education scene, the University Grants Commission (UGC) has offered a proposal to upgrade the premier Cotton College to a deemed university without altering its existing academic as well as administrative set-ups. The state Government wants to pursue the issue with an open mind by considering all the factors, including accountability, responsibility, etc. in a transparent way before taking a decision in this regard.

ATPSF serves ultimatum to Govt:

Guwahati: In what they called 'beginning of a possible mutiny', the Welfare Committee of the Assam Tea Plantation Security force (ATPSF) has given a 15-day ultimatum to the State Government for fulfilling their long-standing demands, including regularization of service and permanent status of the service conditions, before going all out for a vigorous movement.

News on 12th February '05
ULFA prefers dialogue on 'sovereignty' in Assam: 

Guwahati: The outlawed ULFA has said that it would prefer to hold possible peace talks with the Government of India in Assam, rather than having dialogues anywhere outside, provided New Delhi agrees to discuss its core demand of sovereignty. 
AFSPA panel to submit report to PM in six months: 
Guwahati: Chairman of the Review Committee of the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, 1958, Justice BP Jeevan to Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh within six months. The Review Committee will give a general view whether the Act should be scrapped or modified on the basis of the feedback received from the people of the north-eastern region. "By and large, the people of the region are against the Act. However, some of the organizations here want the Army to stay to tackle insurgency. But they want the Act to be scrapped as they feel that it is discriminatory in nature", Justice Reddy told here on Feb 10. 
SC-ST House panel seeks police list from Govt: 
Guwahati: The Assam Legislative Assembly SC and ST House Committee is the latest to join the Opposition bandwagon in the statewide protest against the alleged large scale irregularities in recruitment of constables in the Assam Police force. In a meeting held with its chairman Paniram Rabha in the chair on Feb 10, the House committee has demanded of the State Government to submit the list of selected candidates for appointment in the State police force to it by Feb 18 so that it can have a thorough study of the list to ascertain veracity of the allegation that the reservation policy under the Assam Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Reservation of vacancies in services and Posts) Act, 1978 has been grossly violated during the selection. 
HC asks Govt to submit records: 
Guwahati: Responding to three separate writ applications filed by three senior advocates against the recent recruitment process of the Assam Police constabulary, the Gauhati High Court in a common order on Feb 10 directed the State Government to suspend all appointments till Feb 15 as an interim measure. Besides, the High Court also directed the Government to submit all the minutes and records of the selection process to it. Justice IA Ansari gave the order. 
AJYCP to stage demo on Feb 15: 
Guwahati: The Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuva-Chatra Parishad on Feb 10 said that it was unfortunate that the State Government was playing politics over the appointment of Assam Police constables in the State. Referring to the current imbroglio in the recruitment process in the constabulary, the AJYCP office-bearers on Feb 10 said that candidates had been appointed on the recommendations of ministers and MLAs alone. 
News on 11th February '05
ULFA letter to PM soon: Mamoni 
Litterateur moves PMO: 
Guwahati: Jnanpith Award winner Dr Mamoni Raisom Goswami will hand over the letter given by ULFA chairman Arabinda Rajkhowa to Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh within a couple of days. She tried to contact National Security Advisor MK Narayan on Feb 9, but he was out of station. "I will call on Narayanan within this week to hand over the ULFA's letter to the PM", Dr Goswami told from New Delhi on Feb 9. During her stay in the city last week, a messenger of the banned ULFA handed over her a letter to give it to the PM. Though she did not go through the letter, ULFA's 'c-in-c' Paresh Barua had told her that the organization had written to the PM saying that it wanted to talks figured the core issue of sovereignty of Assam. 

AASU: time ripe for ULFA-Centre talks: 

Guwahati: Making its stand clear on the much-hyped peace process between the United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) and the Centre, the AASU on Feb 9 said that never before the atmosphere in the State had been so close to formal talks with the rebel group, and the time for direct deliberation and patient hearing of each other's views by sitting across the table, as it is today. 

Jobs for locals: AASU warns parties: 

Guwahati: All Assam Student's Union (AASU) advisor Samujjal Bhattacharyya on Feb 9 warned the political parties in the State to desist from politicking on the issue of unemployment in the State. He asked them to put pressure on the Centre to ensure 100 percent employment for local candidates in all group C and D categories of posts in the Central Government public sector undertakings (PSUs) having offices in Assam and other north-eastern States. 

AFSPA panel: NE wants Act repealed: 

Guwahati: As part of the ongoing consultations with members of the public and other organizations concerned, the Committee to Review the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, 1958 held a public hearing here on Feb 9 during its north-eastern visit which began from Feb 7. Members of the Committee told that most of the people of the region wanted the Act to scrapped. Some of the organizations, however, felt that the armed forces should stay here to tackle insurgency in the region. 
Can ULFA GS be handed over to a third country?; Pressure in Dhaka for asylum to Chetia: 

Guwahati: Bangladeshi human rights activists and lawyers representing detained ULFA general secretary Anup Chetia alias Golap Barua have mounted pressure upon Dhaka not to hand him over to Indian authorities when he completes his jail term on Feb 25. They have also called upon the Bangladesh Government to expedite the decision on Chetia's plea for political asylum in that country. 

HC stays appointments to constable posts: 

Guwahati: Throwing a spanner in the works of recruitment in the Assam Police constabulary, the Gauhati High Court on Feb 8 stayed appointments to the posts of constables until the due procedure for selection was followed. It also directed the authority concerned to preserve the records of the selection process, which had started two months back under various police battalion headquarters in 23 districts of the State. 

News on 10th February '05 

AAIDC being killed by Govt: workers 
Guwahati: The State Government's tall claims about having revamped the Assam Agro Industries Development Corporation (AAIDC) Limited was seriously challenged by the workers' union on Feb 9 when they alleged that the 'moribund corporation' was, in fact, sought to be shut down by the Government. 

More recruitment in Govt: Gogoi 

Guwahati: The State Government was not giving much importance to the current hue and cry over the recruitment of constabulary, said Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi in a meeting of the Council of Ministers at Janata Bhavan here after his return from New Delhi on Feb 9. 

ATPSF personnel on revolt mode: 

Guwahati: The Assam Tea Plantation Security Force (ATPSF) personnel are worried over the prolonged apathy of the State Government towards regularization of their services and improvement of their service condition. Sources alleged that the authorities have been sitting over the various documents, including memoranda submitted by the ATPSF personnel, demanding the regularization of their jobs and improvement of service condition, for the last ten years. The aggrieved jawans hinted an open revolt against the Government if it fails to meet their demands. 

News on 9th February '05 

Congress flays Opp for minority-bias allegations: 

Guwahati: The Congress Government in the state on Feb 7 rubbished the allegations leveled by the Asom Gana Parishad and the Bharatiya Janata Party to the effect that candidates belonging to the religious minority community had been given precedence in the recent appointments to the Assam Police constabulary. Countering the charges, Assam Minister of State for Home Rockybul Hussain, here on Feb 7, challenged BJP MP Rajen Gohain to prove his allegations that minority candidates were recruited in majority of the posts. "If the BJP MP can produce valid documents to prove his charges, I am ready to relinquish my political career", Hussain said. The Minister of State for Home further said that the State Government had, for the first time, conducted both the recruitment and selection process in the districts for the sake of greater transparency. There is bound to be some resentment as more than 3 lakh candidates vied for a little over 5,000 posts, Hussain said, adding that Gohain is trying to politicize the issue. Detailed lists of all the selected candidates will be available at all the police stations in the State soon which will make the overall position clear, the minister said.

Police jobs: protest rock Assam:

Guwahati: The state witnessed massive protests, involving some stray incidents of violence and a complete bandh in Nagaon district against the alleged irregularities in the recruitment of constables in the state police force on Feb 7. In Berhampur in Nagaon district, a tense situation prevailed during the BJP and Hindu Yuva Chatra Parishad sponsored 12-hour Nagaon bandh when their activists gathered at the office of the 9th APBn demanding immediate cancellation of the results, a correspondent reports. 

News on 8th February '05
BJP calls Assam bandh on Feb 9, AGP for mass agitation: 

Guwahati: The Opposition has launched a scathing attack on the State Government for the alleged irregularities in the recruitment of constables in the state police force. The BJP has called a 12-hour Assam bandh on Feb 9 from 5 a.m., besides a string of agitational programmes while the AGP has also announced a mass agitation programme throughout the State on Feb 15.

College teacher to head Pollution Board?; 'Political interference plays a major role in selection process':

Guwahati: There are reports that the state Pollution Control Board has been managing its affairs without a permanent chairman for over the last two years. Sources told that the Government is considering the name of Jawaharlal Dutta, a lecture of Chemistry at SS College, Hailakandi, for appointment as the Board chairman. However, the sources said that if the Government went ahead with the proposed appointment, it would be in contravention of the existing laws applicable for the appointment of the chairman.

Border areas tense over NSCN(IM) stand:

Merapani: Tension prevails in the Merapani area in Golaghat district along the Assam-Nagaland border following the demand made by the National Socialist Council of Nagalim (Isak-Muivah) to integrate all contiguous Naga inhabited areas in the proposed greater 'Nagalim'. There is widespread apprehension that vast parts of the Doyang Reserve Forest and seven tea gardens in Golaghat district, including Jamuguri, Amguri, Negura, Woka, Ghiladhari, Mokrong and Borhola may be included in the Nagaland territory in the event of the Centre acceding to the NSCN (I-M)'s demand in the much-hyped substantive talks currently on in the national capital. 

News on 7th February '05 
Cong hits back at BJP on IM(DT), aliens:

Guwahati: "The BJP talks of issues like IM(DT) and illegal migrants only when the election is closer as it has no other issues to raise before the voters", said Assam Government spokesman and Minister of State for Panchayat and Rural Development Ripun Bora in the city on Feb 4. Reacting to the allegation by the BJP that the Congress is trying to establish a 'Muslim country' in the North-east, Bora said the BJP was spreading a false propaganda and instigating various communities for its narrow political gain. "Why didn't the party scrap the IM(DT) act when it was in power at Delhi for five years?" he questioned.

ULFA active along Bhutan border: Army

Guwahati: The Army on Feb 4 admitted that the United Liberation Front of Asom was active along the Indo-Bhutan border. The outfit is trying to regroup itself, it said. At Changsari, the GOC of the Army's Red Horn Division Major General Karan Singh Yadava said that there were reports of movement of the ultras along the border. The militants, however, do not have any camps there, he added.

'Upgrade infrastructure for international trade':

Guwahati: At a time when the Centre as well as the State Government have been harping on the 'Look East Policy' to boost trade relations between the north-eastern States and the ASEAN countries, the inadequate transport system and lack of infrastructure at the Land Customs Stations could be a serious impediment to the growing trade prospects. 

News on 6th February '05
Assam, Bhutan for regular talks to sort out hiccups: 

Guwahati: The Joint Secretary to the Ministry of Home and Culture, Royal Government of Bhutan, Mr Dasho Tsering Wangda on Feb 4 laid stress on regular district level coordination and holding of meetings between the border districts of Assam and Royal kingdom so as to sort out problems and erase misunderstanding between them instantly without waiting for instruction from New Delhi or Thimpu. 

NEC faces GMC students' ire on scholarships: 

Guwahati: Students of the Guwahati Medical College here have alleged the discrimination on the part of the North Eastern Council (NEC) in the award of annual scholarships. According to the students of the 2003-04 batch of the GMC, the regional planning body has deprived them of the Council's scholarship for technical education during the year 2003. A section of the students of the batch revealed that the NEC, which invites applications for the scholarships every year, did not give any notification for awarding them during the last session. They pointed out that the advertisement for the current session was already out. 

Probe ordered into notice to Hindu Bengalis: 

Guwahati: The State Government on Feb 4 ordered an inquiry into the alleged harassment of Indian citizens by the border police in various districts of the State. About a couple of months back, at least 200 people belonging to the Koch-Rajbongshi community were served notices to produces documents of their identity within 15 days. Although this created a lot of furore and drew flak from all concerned citizens, the border police refused to learn and served notices to 500 Hindu Bengali families in Nagaon district to prove their citizenship last week. 

News on 5th February '05
City Archbishop in Vatican panel: 

Guwahati: Archbishop Thomas Menamparampil of Guwahati has been appointed as a member of the Vatican's highest forum for regulating and guiding liturgical worship and sacraments, the Congregation for Divine Worship. He is among the two Asian bishops to be appointed to this congregation. The other being Bishop Joshep Zen Ze-Kiun of Hong Kong.
Power employees to launch stir on Feb 9:
Guwahati: The Assam State Power Workers' Union (ASPWU), an association of over 7,000 power sector employees on Feb 4 announced a three-phase agitation programme in protest against the alleged failure of the power reforms and lack of transparency. The stir will commence from Feb 9 with a 24-hour power strike.
Purbanchal Tai Sahitya Sabha gets under way:
Guwahati: The three-day-long 25th session of the Ban-Ok-Pup-Lik-Mioung Tai (BOPLMT), the literary organization of the Tai communities of the north-eastern region, started at the Chaolung Sukafa Samannaya Kshetra in Margherita in Tinsukia district with religious activities of Khek Banphi on Feb 4.
Summit deferment: a pointer to growing terror in B'desh:
Silchar: The situation in Bangladesh is grave and the postponement of SAARC Summit on Feb 6 and 7 in Dhaka in view of the cancelled visit of Indian Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh, brings to the fore once again the growing menace of terrorism in that country. Though Dhaka has reacted angrily to Delhi's 'security concern' as the cause, the developments in Bangladesh since August last have been cause of 'serious alarm'. 

News on 4th February '05 
ULFA bases in Arunachal:

Guwahati: The banned United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) has set up new bases in the forest areas of Arunachal Pradesh near the inter-State boundary with Assam, raising concern in the hill State. Sources said that the Arunachal Government had got in touch with its Assam counterpart regarding the development.

'Sikkim will never shelter ultras': 

Guwahati: Sikkim Chief Minister Pawan Chamling has said that his State would never be a shelter for any insurgent outfit even though it shares international borders with China, Nepal and Bhutan, and added the people of the State are conscious enough to guard its sensitive boundaries against all odds.

Center ready to talk to ULFA abroad: Mamoni

Guwahati: The Union Government is ready to hold talks with the United Liberation Front of Asom(ULFA) abroad if its leadership wants to do so to restore peace in Assam. This was conveyed by National security Adviser MK Narayanan to Jnanpith awardee Dr Mamoni Raisom Goswami, who is taking a personal initiative to bring the proscribed outfit to the negotiation table.

57 rebels give up in Rangiya:

Guwahati: As many as 57 militants of the United Liberation Front of Boroland on Jan 31 laid down arms at a function held at the Rangiya-based Army's red Horns Division in presence of the GOC of the 4 Crops Lieutenant General AS Jammwal, the GOC of the 21 Red Horns Division Major General Karan Singh Yadava and IGP (SB) Khagen Sarma. The surrendered militants were led by the ULFA's self-styled 'Lieutenant Colonel' Sachinand Tara and included a woman cadre.

UMF seeks time to clear stand on IMDT:

Guwahati: Keeping its long term goal in mind, the United Minority Front (UMF) has decided to sit with other minority organizations of the State sometime in late February to forge a consensus before holding a formal dialogue with like-minded parties, including the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP), regarding the IM(DT) Act and the foreigners' issue. This was stated by UMF president Hafiz Rashid Ahmed Choudhury.

NE biodiversity main focus at KNP fest:

Guwahati: The centenary celebrations of the Kaziranga National Park (KNP), which get under way on Feb. 11, will be a 'novel event' which will focus on the unique biodiversity of the north-eastern States, including Sikkim. Torches bearing flames which ceremonially represent the biodiversity of the North-east will meet in confluence at Kaziranga on February 12. Assam Minister of Environment and Forests Pradyut Bordoloi said that the 'biodiversity flame', which originates in the far-off corners of the seven north-eastern States, would traverse through a distance of 3,475 km before reaching Kaziranga. Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh has been invited as the chief guest to attend the centenary celebrations, the minister added. 

News on 3rd February '05
AGP steering committee meeting deferred till Feb 9; Fate of Mahanta, Phukan hangs in balance: 

Guwahati: The meeting of the steering committee of the Asom Gana Parishad, which was convened here on Feb 3 to decide the fate of former Home Minister Bhrigu Kumar Phukan, was abandoned midway on Feb 3 and deferred till Feb 9. Significantly, the meeting will resume in Tinsukia on that date. It may be mentioned here that a party decision is pending on disciplinary action against Mr Mahanta and Mr Phukan for their statements made on Jan 28 allegedly decrying the leadership of Mr Brindaban Goswami. 
AGP flays Govt for 'leaking' delimitation papers: 
Guwahati: Launching a fresh attack on the Congress, the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) has held the State Government responsible for the leakage of approach papers of the ongoing delimitation exercise. 
Official level Assam-Bhutan talks begin on Feb 4: 
Guwahati: Official talks between bordering districts of Assam and Bhutan will begin in the city on Feb 4 in presence of officials of Ministry of Home Affairs. This will first-ever official talks on such a level. The issues that would be taken up for discussion include movement of public as well as VIPs and security personnel through certain entry points, border trade, halt in movement of narcotics and also of insurgents. 
Tata hotel: soil testing of ASTC plot stalled: 
Guwahati: The proposed hand-over of a plot of land in the vicinity of the Assam State Transport Corporation (ASTC) complex at Paltanbazar in the city to the TATA group Ltd. for setting up of a "IndiOne" category hotel received a jolt on Feb 3 when the employees of the Corporation stalled the work for soil testing in the proposed land. 
Constable recruitment: 5,600 candidates successful 
Guwahati: The results of the recruitment rallies for the Assam Police constabulary were announced on Feb 3 in the offices of the Superintendents of Police and Assam Police Battalion Commandants in almost all districts of the State. As many as 5,600 candidates were declared successful from among three lakh candidates who appeared for selection in the rallies held in the first week of December. The successful candidates have to produce the respective offices within a week from Feb 3 to obtain their appointment letters. However, there may be rider in the appointment letters that the successful candidates will have to reappear in the recruitment tests if the High Court quashes the recruitment process. It may be mentioned here that some candidates have challenged the entire recruitment process in the High Court. 
ULFA is not our enemy: Patil 

Guwahati: Union Home Minister Shivraj Patil on Feb 1 said that the Centre had no inimical attitude towards the proscribed United Liberation Front of Asom and treated its cadres as Indian citizens. Describing the ULFA militants as 'misguided youths' and 'angry brothers', Patil said that the Government was ready to hold talks with the outfit at any place. "But the ULFA should agree for the talks in the first place as we cannot hold talks alone", the Union Home Minister said. 
Pour in more funds for tackling terror: Gogoi 
Guwahati: Assam chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Feb 1 urged Union Home Minister Shivraj Patil to back the State financially to continue its 'psychological warfare' against the militants. Addressing the north-eastern chief ministers' meet on Feb 1, Mr Gogoi said the Centre had already accepted the State's proposal of an aid of Rs 2 crore to continue the 'psychological warfare' against the insurgents and added that the State was needed to be assisted further in the future. He pointed out that the people of the State had started coming out openly against militancy in the State and said with further assistance from the Centre the momentum could be sustained for the greater interest of the people. 
'Strengthen NE police forces': 
Guwahati: Union Home Minister Shivraj Patil on Feb 1 mooted the idea of strengthening the police forces in the north-eastern States in view of the spate of violence erupting throughout the region. The Home Minister was in the city with his junior, Minister of state for Home Sriprakash Jaiswal and DONER Minister PR Kyndiah, to address the north-eastern chief ministers' meeting and to review the security scenario in the region. 
Army ready for Jorhat: Handique 
Guwahati: Union Minister of State for Defence BK Handique on Feb 1 gave enough indication that the Army was ready to swing into action in Jorhat if the situation so demanded. The Union minister, who was here to attend the All Assam Ex-Servicemen Association get-together, said they would swing into action if the situation escalated further. "We cannot tolerate the killing of innocent people any more", he said. The Union Minister, however, was not clear when asked if the Army would be deployed in Guwahati also. 
News on 2nd February '05
State team for national junior soccer named: 

Guwahati: Assam Football Association has announced its squad for the forthcoming junior national (NE Zone) football championship which will get under way at Aizawl from Feb 1. The State team, which is currently at Duliajan will leave for Aizawl on Jan 30. former footballer Babul Phukan will accompany the team as coach. Assam will start its campaign on February two with a match against Meghalaya. The State team will play its last league match against Arunachal Pradesh on Feb 4. 

Gautam, Mritunjoy shine in Nuruddin tie: 

Guwahati: Hosts Guwahati were in command on day one of the Nuruddin Ahmed Senior Inter-District Cricket Tournament versus Barpeta on Jan 28. After bundling out Barpeta for a paltry 66, thanks to a devastating spell of pace bowling from Ranji discard Gautam Dutta who took seven wickets for just thirty runs, Guwahati, in reply, riding on a fine century from R K Mritunjoy Gohain ended the first day at 264 runs for two wickets. Mritunjoy was unbeaten on 120 runs. Giving him company on the other end was Nishant Bordoloi on 72. Sajid Hussain scored 54. 

AFA names 49 probables for NE Sports Festival: 

Guwahati: Assam Football Association has announced probables to select the team for the forthcoming North East Sports Festival, which will be held in the city from February 14. Altogether, 49 footballers have been invited to attend the camp and it will get under way at the city SAI complex from Feb 4 under the supervision of Ganesh Rai who has been appointed as the chief coach. Khagen Saikia will be his deputy. 

Six-a-side cricket from Feb 5: 

Guwahati: The third PIBCO Hero Honda six-a-side corporate cricket will be held at Dispur Parade Ground from February 5. Already, 14teams have confirmed their participation in the two-day meet, which will be organized by the Futuristic Event Managers. 

Bengal earn two points vs Assam in 22 cricket: 

Guwahati: Bengal earned two points against Assam by virtue of their first innings lead in the U-22 East Zone cricket match which concluded in Kolkata on Jan28. Bengal scored 428 runs in the first innings. In reply Assam were bowled out for 307 runs. Mringankajyoti Sharma was the top scorer for the visitors with 76. Apart from Mrigankajyoti, J Lamare (66) was the other key contributor. 

News on 1st February '05
Chamling seeks Rs 1,000 cr package to boost peace: 

Guwahati: Pushing his firmly-held belief that sustainable development can indeed be a workable antidote for unrest or potential trouble, Sikkim Chief Minister Pawan Kumar Chamling is mounting pressure on New Delhi to grant a Rs 1,000 crore 'peace package' to the north-eastern Himalayan State.

AGP calls tea congregation on Feb 4:

Guwahati: As the Assembly elections in Assam are drawing closer, the Opposition Asom Gana Parishad has initiated a move to woo tea tribe voters who constitute the deciding factor in as many as 30 Assembly constituencies in the State. The regional party has convened a three-day grand congregation of the tea tribes in Jorhat from Feb 4 with a view to 'politically educate' the tea tribe voters. At least one representative from each tea garden and tea basti will attend the conclave.

Patil visit reveals Govt flip-flop on terror:

Guwahati: The Centre's pussyfooting and the State government's lack of any policy in tackling militancy in the North-east became evident on Feb 1 when Union Home Minister Shivraj Patil said that the ultras willing to come to the negotiating table must approach the Centre via respective State governments. The Home Minister, on Feb 1 had said that the Centre welcomes all the insurgent outfits to the negotiating table while making it clear that they must approach through the State governments "since law and order is a State's matter".

Assam Opp MPs to move Somanth, Shekhawat:

Guwahati: Five Opposition MPs of Assam are up in arms against Union Home Minister Shivraj Patil for, what they call, the humiliation they had to suffer following Patil's failure to turn up for the scheduled meeting he had with them from 5.30 pm on Feb 1. The MPs are set to dash off letters to the Lok Sabha Speaker and the Rajya Sabha Chairman seeking their permission to move a breach of privilege motion against Patil during the ensuing Budget session.

'Delhi, Dispur understand only language of arms'; ATTSA to float new political party?: 

Chabua: Frustrated over the Congress-led State Government's lackadaisical attitude towards the problems of the tea tribe community even after submitting a number of memoranda and staging a series of demonstration, the Assam Tea Tribes Students' Association (ATTSA), has threatened to float a new political party for the overall development of the community. "The State Government has failed to provide the basic amenities to the tea tribe community of the State. Instead of providing them the essential amenities which are necessary to maintain the minimum living standard, the political leaders, ministers and MLA engage themselves in all sorts of luxuries", said Mr Ranjeet Thakur, senior leader of the ATTSA and organizing secretary of ATTSA's central committee. Criticizing the failure of the Tarun Gogoi-led State Government to fulfil the various commitments made by the Congress to the people, Mr Thakur charged that the Congress has been using the tea tribe community as vote bank.

Parvez in India U-19 test squad:

Guwahati: Upcoming State cricketer Parvez Aziz has been included in the Indian U-19 team for the third test versus England. India will play the third test of the series at Jamshedpur, which will begin on Feb 2. the selection is a reward for the consistency of the youngerster in the Ranji Trophy this season for Assam.
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