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	News on 30th November '04 

Not vote, but peace talks need of the hour: Mamoni: 

Guwahati: Mamoni Raisom Goswami, who has emerged as a facilitator for peace in Assam, has said that she was not in favour of a plebiscite at this juncture as suggested by ULFA chairman Arabinda Rajkhowa, and instead emphasized on the need for a peace dialogue to work out an acceptable solution to the problem of insurgency in the State.

2 more oil reserves found; City vehicles may soon run on CNG: Aiyar

Guwahati: Rampant use of petrol in Guwahati may soon be a thing of the past with the gateway to the North-east getting a berth in the priority list of the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas for making compressed natural gas (CNG) available.

'Centre firm on making Panchayati Raj corruption-free':

Guwahati: Petroleum and Natural Gas Panchayati Raj Minister Mani Sankar Aiyar on Nov 28 said that nowhere in the nation the Panchayati Raj system was implemented so fast and so effective as it was done in Assam by the Congress Government within a very short span of time soon after coming to power. He was here to attend the sixth round of the roundtable conference on Panchayati Raj, the topic of which was 'Election and Audit'.

Kamal Kumari awards given away:

Guwahati: The Kamal Kumari National Awards for Art and Culture, and Science and Technology for 2002 and 2003 were given away to Maharaj Kumari Binodini Devi, filmmaker Jhanu Barua, Dr Samir Bhattacharya and Dr Jitendra Nath Goswami at a glittering function held at the Pragjyoti-ITA Centre here on Nov 28. teesta Setalvad and Dr Prannoy Roy received the Siva Prasad Barooah award for Journalism for 2002 and 2003 respectively presented by the Kamal Kumari Foundation (KKF). The awards were handed over by Jnanpith Award-winning writer Dr Mamoni Raisom Goswami, who also delivered the Kamal Kumari Memorial Lecture on the occasion, to the recipients. The award consists of a trophy, a citation and a cheque for Rs 1 lakh.

'NE colleges lacking resources':

Guwahati: Prof VS Prasad, Director of the National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC), has said that institutions of higher education in the north-eastern region are short of resources, and that they are not fully exploring the potentiality to uplift higher education here.

'Dredge Brahmaputra to control floods':

Guwahati: The perennial problems of floods and erosion in the State can be solved to a great extent through regular dredging of the Brahmaputra and its tributaries. Making a case basis, former Central minister Bedabrata Barua has that dredging is not an expensive proposition at a time when the Government is spending crores of rupees on controlling floods and erosion in the State. Barua, who was the Union Minister of state for External Affairs during 1979-80, was addressing a press conference in the city on Nov 28 on suggesting effective measures to tackle the Assam floods.

WHO recommends 5% of GDP for health care, India only 0.9%; NHRC records health care complaints:

Guwahati: A total of 14 people from Assam, Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh have registered their complaints regarding the alarmingly deteriorating health care scenario before a panel comprising Santosh Kumar, Director General (Investigation) of the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) and PC Sharma, member, NHRC in the city on Nov 28. Several NGOs from various parts of the North-east have also painted the grim picture of health care services throughout the region through their status reports.

'If govt could hold talks with Laldenga, Phizo, Isak-Muivah, why can't it adopt the same policy with ULFA?'

Promode: Govt lacks political will solve ULFA problem:

Sivasagar: Former minister and the member of the central secretariat of the CPI, Promode Gogoi, has expressed serious concern at the lack of political will on the part of the Union and the Assam governments to initiate talks with the ULFA on the ground that the outfit is not willing to abandon the issue of sovereignty of Assam. According to the veteran CPI leader, the government can hold discussion with the ULFA even on the issue of sovereignty of Assam, and the unacceptability and untenability of the concept of sovereign Assam can be sorted out at the negotiating table. If the government could talk with Mizo leader Laldenga, who also initially insisted on an independent Mizoram, or with Naga leaders late Phizo, Swu and Muivah on the issue of independent Nagalim, what makes the government desist from showing the same goodwill or gesture to the ULFA, Mr Gogoi wondered.

News on 29th November '04 

70 women cadres trying to sneak in: 

Guwahati: Assam Police on Nov 26 beefed up security measures throughout the State in view of the 'protest day' of the banned United Liberation Front of Asom on Nov 27. Security has particularly been tightened in upper Assam, following a series of bomb attacks in Dibrugarh, Tinsukia, Lakhimpur and Jorhat districts on Nov 25. as many as six people were injured in Dibrugarh town and one oil-carrying 'station' was damaged in Tinsukia district in 25th November's incidents.

Aiyar in Duliajan, huddles with OIL men:

Duliajan: Petroleum Minister Mani Shankar Aiyar, accompanied by his wife Suniti Mani Aiyar, landed at Duliajan helipad by a special helicopter at 2.40 in the afternoon on Nov 26. soon after his arrival, he attended a number of meetings with OIL higher-ups in the OIL headquarters here. He also visited Delhi Public School, Duliajan and the center of State Institute for Rural Development (SIRD). Meanwhile, a number of organizations here, including the local AASU unit, have put up banners protesting the Union minister's visit to the oil township because of the rumour which is doing the round here that the Centre is planning to merge the OIL with the IOC.

News on 28th November '04
Wheat scam: Court pulls up CBI: 

Guwahati: In a significant development in the multi-crore-rupee wheat scam which shook the State during 1997-98, the Special Judge, CBI, PK Saikia has ordered the premier investigating agency of the country to re-investigating Officer (IO), as he pulled up the IO for having undertaken the investigations in a perfunctory manner. In order dated August 5, the Special Judge has questioned the sincerity of the CBI in investigating the case. He said that the allegations leveled against the ministers and others in the said case are serious ones that needed an equally serious investigation conducted in an efficient and intelligent way. "But my scrutiny of the case diary (CD) in question demonstrates that such an effort from the side of the premier investigating agency of the country is found clearly lacking", he observed.

Koch-Rajbongshi students favour IM(DT) retention:

Guwahati: The All Koch-Rajbongshi Students Union(AKRSU), in a major decision, has decided to oppose any move to scrap the Illegal Migrants (Determination by Tribunals) Act, 1983, fearing that the repeal of the Act would lead to 'further harassment' of the community. AKRSU president Biswajit Ray said that more than 100 families, belonging to the Koch-Rajbongshi community, had been served 'quit' notices by the Assam from Bangladesh before 1966, he added. The AKRSU has expressed the apprehension that if the IM(DT) Act is repealed, the people of the Koch-Rajbongshi community may face more harassment from police "as part of a political conspiracy against the community by the State Government, BTAD leaders, ABSU and the NDFB".

Sovereignty: ex-CM Sinha toes PM line:

Guwahati: Former Assam Chief Minister president of the State unit of the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) Sarat Chandra Sinha has supported the stand of Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh with regard to the proposed negotiations with the banned ULFA. It may be mentioned here that the Prime Minister, during his visit to the State, had virtually ruled out any talks with the ULFA on the sovereignty issue by stating that Assam was an integral part of India, and that there should not be any doubt about this. 

News on 27th November '04
Bhutan king arrives Delhi, may firm up security steps: 

Guwahati: King Jigme Singye Wangchuk of Bhutan, accompanied by the Crown Prince Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuk, arrived in New Delhi in the afternoon on Nov 24 on a six-day visit that will see him locked in a series of 'working meetings' with top Indian leaders to discuss a wide gamut of issues, including bilateral security concerns. King Wangchuck's visit at this juncture has aroused maximum interest among watchers of the security situation along the Indo-Bhutan border as the monarch is already scheduled to be in New Delhi as the Chief Guest for the coming Republic Day celebrations, barely two months away.

Center out to fill India with B'deshis: AASU:

Guwahati: All Assam Students' Union (AASU) advisor Samujjal Bhattacharyya on Nov 24 came down heavily on the Prime Minister, Dr Manmohan Singh for his comment that the IM(DT) Act, 1983 should be implemented all over India. He said that no 'patriotic Prime Minister' could make such a comment, and by planning to take such a step, the Government wanted to fill up with Bangladeshis and ISI agents.

AGP, BJP to take IM(DT) protest to Parliament:

Guwahati: The Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) and the Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha have decided to stage separate demonstrations in front of the Parliament House in New Delhi in protest against the Congress-led UPA Government's decision to retain the controversial Illegal Migrants(Determination by Tribunals) Act, 1983.

Left: IM(DT) controversy a political ploy:

Guwahati: The Left parties of Assam, while terming the current hue and cry over the "package" announced by Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh in his recent visit to Assam as unnecessary, have said that the controversy over the Illegal Migrant (Determination by Tribunals) Act is nothing but a "political game" of vested political parties.

Prime Minister's visit disappointing: AGP

Guwahati: The Opposition Asom Gana Parishad has termed the recent two-day visit of Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh to the State as 'disappointing'. Addressing a press conference in the city on Nov 24, AGP president Brindaban Goswami said that the Prime Ministerial visit did not out any hopes for the people of Assam. "The Prime Minister did not make any serious effort to understand the agony of the people of the State though he is a Rajya Sabha MP from Assam", he said that this amounted to humiliating the people of the State.

ULFA protest day: security tightened:

Guwahati: In view of the "protest day" of the banned ULFA on November 27, the Assam Police has alerted the police administration in all districts and arranged for a strict vigil all over the State. IGP (Law and Order) DK Pathak, said security measures had been taken throughout the State and additional forces deployed in the sensitive areas.

Gauhati University authorities forget Lachit:

Guwahati: Academic and knowledgeable circles here have expressed deep distress that the Gauhati University authorities have abruptly stopped the very welcome programme of Lachit Barphukan Memorial Lecture initiated by the previous Governor, Lt Gen (retd) SK Sinha as the Chancellor of the University in 1998, on the birth anniversary of the great General of Assam, soon after he relinquished office here and was transferred to Jammu & Kashmir a couple of years ago. Several eminencies, starting with the current President of India, Dr APJ Abdul Kalam, former Defence and Foreign Ministers George Fernandes, Jaswant Singh and others had delivered the lecture on defence and foreign policies and strategies of India in the changing global environment, which were apt occasions to remember the great General of Assam and his heroic deeds. While last, the initiator of the move, Lt Gen Sinha himself had to fly in to Guwahati to deliver the lecture just to keep the continuity of the programme, because the University authorities would not care less if the lecture was held at all, this year lecture was not held. Obviously the GU authorities have not cited any reason, nor have they cared to do so. The current Chancellor, Lt Gen (retd) Ajai Singh, too appears to be blissfully unaware that his predecessor had undertaken a very laudable effort, who had also ensure that the NDA in Dehradun instituted an annual award in the name of the great General.

Rally medicos hurt in mishap: 

Nagaon: The team of medicos was injured when an ambulance carrying them met with an accident near Haladhibari at the Nagaon-Golaghat district border. The team of doctors and nurses was representing Down Town Hospital which is the official referral hospital for the India-ASEAN Car Rally. According to reports, the vehicle carrying the team lost control and hit the foothills by the side of the highway. The injured have been admitted to the Numaligarh Refinery Hospital.

Assam in driver's seat in VM tie vs Sikkim:

Guwahati: A superb all-round performance by captain Sarupam Purkayastha put Assam in the driver's seat on the opening day of their three-day Vijay Merchant tie at the Maligaon Railway Stadium. Sikkim were bowled out for 59 in their first innings with the skipper picking up a five wicket haul giving away a just 11 runs. He was ably assisted by Abu Naschim Ahmed who picked up three wickets for nine runs. In reply, Assam were 161 for 6 at stumps. Sarupam was battling on 55 while Amjad Ali was giving him company on 20. Another notable contribution came from Amit Sinha who scored 25. For Sikkim, Vinod Gupta picked up three wickets for 51 runs. 

News on 26th November '04
It's a Rs 9,210 cr package from PM: Gogoi 

Guwahati: Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Nov 25 claimed that Prime Minister dr Manmohan Singh has given a package of Rs 9,210 crore to the State despite his statement during his recent two day visit to the State that he had not come to the region with any special package to announce to the people. "It is sheer humility on the part of the Prime Minister that he did not mention the package even though he gave one to the State", Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi said in a press conference in the city on Nov 25 attended by Minister of State for Planning and Development Himanta Biswa Sarma also.

From Bangkok, NESO now to take IM(DT) issue to UN:

Guwahati: The North East Students' Organization (NESO), in an international seminar held at Bangkok from November 19 to 20, raised the issue of the Illegal Migrants (Determination by Tribunals) Act, 1983, which it said, "is posing a threat to the identity of the indigenous people and also providing safe passage to ISI agents in Assam". The seminar on "Impact of Terrorism and Anti Terrorism Measures in Asia" was organized jointly by the SUARAM and Forum-Asia, both Malaysia-based human rights organizations.

Arun Shourie to deliver Lachit memorial lecture soon:

Guwahati: The office of the Governor of Assam on Nov 25 said that the Lachit Barphukan Memorial Lecture would be held in the Gauhati University shortly. Reacting to a new item published in 25th November's edition of The Sentinel in this connection, the Governor's secretariat, in a rejoinder, informed that noted economist Dr Arun Shourie has been approached in this regard and he would intimate a convenient date soon. It said that it was on the invitation of the Assam Governor and Chancellor of Gauhati University Lt Gen (retd) Ajai Singh that the Governor of Jammu & Kashmir and former Assam Governor Lt Gen (retd) SK Sinha had come to deliver the memorial lecture last year.

Direct flight to Mecca from city on anvil:

Guwahati: Haj pilgrims from the State will be able to fly directly to Mecca as there is a process on to introduce direct flights from the city. Members of the Central Haj Committee are arriving here on Nov 26 for a meeting with representatives of the Civil Aviation Ministry and Customs officials for a technical discussion on the issue at the Lokapriya Gopinath Bordoloi International Airport. The Central Haj team will also meet the Chief Minister and members of the State Haj team on Nov 27. 

News on 25th November '04
Petroleum Minister Aiyer to visit Duliajan on Nov 26; OIL-IOC strategic alliance firmed up: 

Duliajan: The OIL management here is busy in giving of the proposed visit the Union Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Mani Shankar Aiyer to Duliajan on Nov 26. The numerous potholes on roads which run through the main thoroughfares of the town are being filled up. Roadside trees, footpaths and lamp posts are being painted along with the main buildings of the company. But the company's employees, conscious citizens, NGOs as well as the AASU are in the dark about the possible reason behind the visit of the Union Minister to the OIL headquarters here. It may be mentioned here that Mr Aiyer had recently told media persons about the formation of two big oil entities comprising the various companies of Nava Ratna and Mini Ratna in order to make oil companies globally competent. And to achieve this objective, Mr Aiyer had mooted the merger of OIL with the IOCL. However, the OIL management latter clarified that it would be only a strategic alliance between the two companies for business, basically in foreign countries. 
India-ASEAN Rally rolls to warm send-off: 

Guwahati: When car number DL-1CJ-1714, trudged off from the starting line at the Judges' Field here on Nov 23, a new chapter of possibilities was opened up between the North-east of India and the ASEAN countries. The much-awaited India-ASEAN Car Rally was flagged off by Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi with the words, "The rally would go a long way in helping us to rediscover our kinship- of art, of culture and of communication- to promote the ideas we share". He said that the car rally would open up a new opportunity for growth and a new development paradigm for India's North-east. "It is a big step forward in bolstering our efforts to forge new links and people-to-people contacts", he added. The Chief Minister hoped that the rally would pave the way for beginning new trade and business relations with south-east Asia. "It is just the beginning", Gogoi said, adding that the Government would take up more such programmes to establish links with south-east Asia. "Assam and the North-east could be the gateway to south-east Asia", he said. 

PM apprehensive on ULFA talks: Mamoni 

Guwahati: Noted litterateur and Jnanpeeth Award winner Dr Mamoni Raisom Goswami on Nov 23 said that the Prime Minister, Dr Manmohan Singh was perhaps apprehensive that the demand for talks on 'sovereignty' might be vigorous in States like Jammu & Kashmir and Nagaland, and which was why he had given an impression during his visit that the Centre was reluctant to talk on 'sovereignty' with the ULAFA. She said this while reacting to the Prime Minister's statements at a press meet in the Prime Minister's statements at a press meet in the Lokapriya Gopinath Bordoloi International Airport in the city on Nov 22 that 'there should not be any doubt that Assam is an integral part of India' and that 'guns and talks cannot go together'. Dr Goswami said that the Prime Minister had not told her during their recent meeting that there could not be any talk with ULFA on the 'sovereignty' of Assam. 

Sincere PM played to gallery, may find promises hard to fulfill: 

Guwahati: Prime Minister Manmohan Singh played to the gallery in Assam, yet appeared sincere in intent. He repeatedly said that he was not here to announce 'packages', but to understand the problems of the State and its people. Yet, he announced a series of schemes and made promises and remarks on issues around which Assam's entire politics revolve. That way, he ended his two-day tour of the State, raising enough expectations, and has provided much scope for responses. 

City to host round table meet on Panchayati Raj: 

Guwahati: Union Minister of Panchayati Raj Mani Sankar Aiyar will visit Guwahati from November 27 to November 28 for a round-table conference is "Panchayati Raj. The topic of the conference is "Panchayati Raj Elections and Audit". According to PIB, this is the sixth of a total of seven round table conferences planned for discussing issues relating to strengthening of Panchayati Raj Institutions as effective units of self-government, as decided by the conference of Chief Ministers and State Ministers in charge of Rural Development and Panchayati Raj in New Delhi in June last. 

News on 24th November '04 

Assam a perfect destination for investors: CM 

Guwahati: Citing the locational advantage of the State- being close to Myanmar, the gateway to the ASEAN countries, and China- Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Nov 22 projected Assam as a perfect destination for investors, both domestic and foreign. Speaking at the inaugural ceremony of the first India-ASEAN Car Rally at Judges' Field in the city on Nov 22, Gogoi said that Assam had the potential to emerge as a domestic investors to tap the vast potential of contiguous markets of Myanmar, China, Malaysia, Thailand, Philippines, Cambodia, Indonesia and other East and South East Asian countries which constituted almost half the world population. "Assam has an internal waterway network connecting it to Bangladesh, giving it access to the ports of Chittagong (Bangladesh), Kolkata and Haldia (West Bengal)", he said, adding that investors could make use of both the land and water routes for exports to East and South East Asia.

'Talks and violence cannot go together'; PM: IM(DT) should be throughout India:

Guwahati: Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh on Nov 22 said that the IM(DT) Act had a human face to it, and that it was meant to protect genuine Indian minorities from harassment. "The Act is not a safeguard for illegal migrants", Dr Singh said in a press conference at the airport as he left for New Delhi after concluding his three-day visit to Assam and Manipur.

Paresh: nothing new in Singh's comments:

Guwahati: United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) 'commander-in-chief' Paresh Baruah on Nov 22 reacted sharply to Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh's comments that "there should not be any doubt that Assam is an integral part of India" and that "guns and talks cannot go together", and said that the comments made by the "Indian Prime Minister" were not unexpected. Mr Singh made the comments which his predecessors had said many a time, he said. The ULFA leader said that Dr Singh had said nothing new, and his comments clearly indicated that the Government of India was not ready for talks on Assam's "sovereignty". This stand of the Government of India, according to Baruah, means that 'India' like to continue exploitation of the natural resources of Assam. "It's colonial policy will also continue", he said, adding that despite his humble behaviour and approach, Dr Singh cannot change this reality.

PM opens Car Rally; 'Guwahati to be ASEAN hub soon':

Guwahati: Prime Minister Manmohan Singh on Nov 22 said the north-eastern States are India's 'Gateway to ASEAN' not just in terms of geographical connectivity but also of economic outreach and cultural affinities. Inaugurating the First India-ASEAN Car Rally at the Nehru Stadium here, he said that the development of the North-east and its integration with the larger regional process was one of the determining factors of India's engagement with regional groupings like ASEAN (Association of South East Asian Nations) and BIMST-EC (Bangladesh, India, Singapore, Thailand Economic cooperation). He also said that a trade center would be set up in Guwahati to facilitate trade with ASEAN countries.

Bangla, Myanmar crackdown on rebels in Gogoi's wish list:

Guwahati: Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Nov 22 submitted a detailed memorandum to Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh on the concluding day of the latter's two visit to the State, urging the Centre to take several measures to revive the economy of the State and restore it to the glory of the pre-Independence days. Gogoi also reiterated his request to the Prime Minister to impress upon Bangladesh and Myanmar Governments to flush out the ULFA militants operating from these two countries, besides increasing the presence of security forces in the State. The Chief Minister also made a case for treating the control of floods and erosion as a national problem funded entirely by the Government of India, and revamping the Brahmaputra Board.

Three Assam teams feature in Car Rally:

Guwahati: Three teams from Assam are taking part in the maiden India ASEAN are taking part in the maiden India-ASEAN Car Rally. Disclosing this, chairman of the media management committee, Assam Minister of State for Forest Pradyut Bordoloi told that, of these three teams, two were from the city and one from the Numaligarh Refinery Limited (NRL).

PM: national media has failed NE:

Guwahati: Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh has identified poor connectivity - both physical infrastructure like rail, surface and telecommunications and the connectivity which better media coverage implies- of Assam and the North-east as one of the reasons responsible for the region lagging behind from the rest of the nation.

'Guwahati has potentiality to be Indo-ASEAN trade centre':

Guwahati: In a significant recognition, the Secretary General of the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN), Mr Ong Keng Yong, in presence of Minister for External Affairs K Natwar Singh, said on Nov 22 that Guwahati had enough potentialities to become the hub of Indo-ASEAN trade and Commerce. He was speaking at the interactive session of the international conference on the "North East-India's Gateway to ASEAN," organized by the Confederation of Indian of Industries (CII), in the sideline of the India-ASEAN Car Rally, at the senate hall of IIT Guwahati here.

PM moots 'Brahmaputra Valley Authority' to tackle floods; 'Assam represents resurgent India': 

Guwahati: Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh on Nov 21 wondered whether the Government of India had the appropriate institutional arrangements to address the problem of floods in Assam and neighbouring States, as he mooted the formation of a 'Brahmaputra Valley Authority' or a 'North-east Valley Authority' on the lines of the Tennessee Valley Authority of the USA or the Damodar Valley Corporation. "This body would develop the river areas to provide effective flood control, generate electricity, provide irrigation facilities and develop infrastructure", the Prime Minister said while inaugurating the new capital complex at Dispur on Nov 21. He suggested that such a body could be the instrument for providing a new deal for Assam. "We will apply our minds to the creation of such an institution", Dr Singh assured the people of the State as a solution to floods in Assam.

New era in Indo-ASEAN ties begins on Nov 21: CII

Guwahati: India is going to start a new era of trade and cultural relationship with the ASEAN countries with the formal in the city by the Prime Minister, Dr Manmohan Singh on Nov 22. Mr Ajay Khanna, Deputy Director, Confederation of Indian Industries (CII), chief organizer of the rally, said that as many as 240 people with 60 cars would take part in the Batam-bound (Indonesia) 8,000 km-long 20-day voyage in which the rallyist have to traverse through a hilly and difficult terrain. According to Khanna, of the 240 participants, 140 are from India and the other 100 are from the other ASEAN countries. "It's a rally with a difference. It's not competitive in nature. The whole extravaganza is to promote trade, culture and tourism among the ASEAN nations", Khanna said, adding that three teams each would take part from India, Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore and Thailand, while two teams each would take part from Laos and Vietnam. Each of the teams, according to him, comprises four persons. He further said that India was bearing the whole expenditure, which was about Rs 6 crore.

News on 23rd November '04
'Govt has surrendered to pvt transporters': 

Guwahati: Noted social activist Professor Deven Dutta has expressed serious concern over the imminent hike in bus fares in the State. He alleged that the State Government had surrender the public transport system to the private transporters and bus operators. "The Government, on the one hand, is claiming that it has revived the Assam State Transport Corporation, while, on the other hand, it is wholly dependent on the private bus owners for running the ASTC services", Prof Dutta told. The ASTC does not have adequate numbers of buses of its own for carrying passengers and commuters, he said, adding that this because of the chronic inefficiency and mal-administration in the ASTC over the years. 
IM(DT) Act draws flak in city meet: 
Guwahati: The IM(DT) Act was creating problems not only in Assam but also in the rest country as it acted as a safeguard for the illegal migrants from Bangladesh who settle down in Assam by taking advantage of the Act, and latter move to other States, Ram Madhab, all-India spokesman of the RSS, said here. "everybody should cooperate in fighting the foreigners' issue as it is a national problem", he added. Madhab was speaking at a day-long convention on Bangladesh infiltration into Assam held in the city on Nov 21 under the aegis of the Lok Jagaran Mancha, Assam. 
PM gives away Sankardeva awards: 
Guwahati: Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh gave away the Srimanta Sankardeva Awards for the years 2002 to 2004 to noted educationist Indira Miri, theatre personality Habib Tanvir, Vaishnavite scholar Narayan Chandra Deva Goswami and classical vocalist Begum Parween Sultana at a glittering ceremony at the Pragjyoti-ITA Centre here on Nov 21. 
Myanmar team arrives in city: 
Guwahati: A 10-member delegation from Myanmar, led by Consulate General Lt General Yeemyint, Minister of State for Peace Development Council, has arrived in the city on Nov 21 for the India-ASEAN Car Rally. The team was greeted by the GOC of the IV Crops, Lt Gen AS Jamwal, at the Narengi helipad here. The other top members of the team are Brig General Thura Aye, Minister of Sports, U Maung Mints, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and Major General Thar Aye. 
Bharat bandh on Nov 22: 
Guwahati: The VHP has called a 12-hour Bharat bandh from 6 a.m. on Nov 22 in protest against the arrest and alleged maltreatment meted out to the Shankaracharya of Kanchipuram. 
'Agreement with Canadian Co can't be rescinded as such action would affect credibility of country'; Amguri field handover: Pramode warns of bloodshed: 

Sivasagar: Expressing serious concern over the decision of the Centre to hand over the Amguri Gas field(AGF) to a Canadian company, senior Commusinst leader and member of the central secretariat of the Communist Party of India, Mr Pramode Gogoi, has warned that the move would lead to unprecedented bloodshed. "The people will thwart the government move at any cost", he added. 

Tezpur MP kin gambling feud; Subba trying to protect den owner?: 

Duliajan: The controversy over the murky gambling feud which has led to a rift within the Police Department of the two adjoining districts of Dibrugarh and Tinsukia, has taken a significant turn with the reported intervention of lottery baron and Tezpur MP Mani Kumar Subba. The owner of the gambling den, one Dipeen Subba, is said to be the nephew of MK Subba. Dipeen had been operating the den from a 'line' hotel at Madhuban, about 4 km from here. Meanwhile, the officer-in-charge of Naoholia police outpost, Mr Paran Gogoi, has been placed under suspension. But no departmental inquiry has been initiated against the officer-incharge of Bordubi PS, Mr Prafulla Bora, who allegedly concluded a deal with the gamblers for a sum of Rs 2 lakh. Gogoi had filed an FIR against Bora at Duliajan PS. 
Judges' Field inhospitable for rally cars: 

Guwahati: Since the last forthnight, the Gogoi Government in the state has been racing against time to give a face-lift to State, the nation and ASEAN countries have already converged to take part in the India-ASEAN Car Rally, but the Judges' Field, where the State Chief Minister will official flag off the rally, has been left out. 

Car Rally: a win situation for NE: 

Guwahati: If good economics is supposed to provide the basis for good politics, the surely India (read North-East) has succeeded in wooing its neighbouring ASEAN countries through the car rally christened India-ASEAN Car Rally. The idea was first mooted in an ASEAN-India summit in Bali, Indonesia last year and has come to fruition, thanks largely to the efforts and the premier Indian corporate body, the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII). Quite fittingly, the rally idea will culminate in Indonesia (at Batam), the country where the idea first cropped up. 

News on 22nd November '04 

Govt intervention to ban new cassette demanded; Controversy chases Zubin again, Raxaraj grandson threatens to move court:

Sivasagar: Zubin Garg, popular singer and heart-throb of the young generation, seems to have embroiled himself in another controversy due to his alleged attempt to distort the State anthem, O mor aponar dex, written by Raxaraj Lakhminath Bexbaruah, in one of his new albums (cassette). In a significant move, Mr Prafulla Bezbaruah, grandson of Raxaraj and a noted advocate here, has threatened to move court if the popular singer failed to tender a public apology for tempering with the State anthem. "Mr Garg has no moral right to disrespect the sentiment of Assamese people. He must realize his mistake and should tender an apology publicly", Mr Bezbaruah demanded. Criticizing the popular singer for allegedly trying to commercialize the State anthem, Mr Bezbarua said, "Mr Garg's only intention is to amass money. But in the process, we will not allow him to distort the State anthem". Meanwhile, a section of the leading citizens here have urged the Assam Minister for Cultural affairs, Handloom and Textiles, Dr Hemoprabha Saikia, to institute an inquiry into the issue and impose a ban on Zubin's new album.

News on 21st November '04 

AASU calls off PM visit boycott, security beefed up; CM assures AASU of tripartite talks on Assam Accord: 

Guwahati: The heat that was generated following the threat issued by the All Assam Students' Union that it would disrupt the Prime Minister's ensuing visit to the State to inaugurate the India-ASEAN Car Rally died out on Nov 19 with the student body deciding to call off its proposed agitational programme in protest against the Congress-led UPA Government's decision to retain the IM(DT) Act after a meeting with Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi. The chief Minister assured the student body that a tripartite meeting among the Centre, the State Government and the AASU at the Prime Ministerial level would be held within a month to discuss the implementation of the Assam Accord.

City turns into fortress for rally:

Guwahati: Guwahati, the gateway to the North-east, has turned into a high security zone ahead of the Indian-ASEAN Car Rally, slated to get under way here on Nov 22. in view of the extremist threat, Assam Police has arranged for tight security during Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh's two-day visit to the State. The police is maintaining strict vigil in the city as well as the State.

AGP embarrassed, says will not support PM visit:

Guwahati: There was visible embarrassment in the Opposition AGP camp on Nov 19 in view of the AASU's decision to call off its proposed stir against the visit of the Prime Minister following a meeting between Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi and representatives of the student body. It may be mentioned here that AGP president Brindaban Goswami on Nov 18 told that the regional party would wholeheartedly support the AASU's agitational programme during the Prime Minister's visit to the State.

Messenger to Daimary back, empty handed:

Guwahati: Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi's messenger to the leaders of the National Democratic Front of Boroland (NDFB), currently taking shelter in Bangladesh, came back empty handed two days back. Gogoi had sent him to meet the leaders of the Bodo outfit, and bring a list of its representatives for talks to frame ground rules for a bilateral ceasefire. But the NDFB, in no uncertain terms, had made it clear that it was not going to talk to the State Government on its demands or ceasefire ground rules. The NDFB leaders said that they would have direct talks with the Centre, be it on the ceasefire ground rules or their demands.

Sikkim to be theme of North-East Book Fair:

Guwahati: Sikkim, the youngest member of the family of north-eastern States, will be the "focal theme" of the North-East Book Fair this year. This was announced by the All Assam Publishers and Book-Sellers Association, organizer of the fair, in a press conference in the city on Nov 19. the sixth edition of the North-East Book Fair, to be held from December 3 to December 14 at the Judges' Field in the city, is expected to be inaugurated by Union Minister for the Development of the North-eastern Region P R Kyndiah, the association said.

Economist happy but voice caution on rally outcome:

Guwahati: Despite protest from certain quarters, the India-ASEAN Car Rally has drawn endorsement from Prof Dilip Barua, Prof Bhuban Barua and the senior vice president, FINER, RS Joshi the economist of Assam. Prof Dilip Barua said that the rally can be accepted as the preliminary step towards implementation of the 'Look East Policy' of the Government of India. He, however, said, "The car rally in itself cannot ensure the dynamics of economic growth and development in the North-east. There are many more steps which need to be taken up well in advance". He felt that the rally will have a positive impact on the economic development in the region only if detailed commodity to commodity and service to service studies are undertaken to ascertain the export content of the economic strategy following the rally. He said that it will be advisable to arrange an interaction between the budding entrepreneurs of the region and the organizers and participants of the rally so that the post-rally measures can be pursued in a phased manner. "assuming that the rally opens up new vitas for trade and commerce between the North-east and the neighbouring countries, the economic players in the region must equip themselves with necessary data and ground rules to prepare themselves to meet the new development. Any lacunae in following this prescription will mean missing the bus, and getting marginalized", he said.

APCC to demand econ package for State:

Guwahati: An Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) team, led by its chief Bhubaneswar Kalita, will call on Prime Minister Dr Bhubaneswar Kalita, will call on Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh during his visit to the State to demand an economic package for Assam.

Ambari archaeological site opened for public:

Guwahati: The Ambari Archaeological Site was opened for tourists by Assam Cultural Affairs Minister Dr Hemoprova Saikia coinciding with the first day of the World Heritage Week which got under way on Nov 19. the site has been developed, along with a site museum, by the Directorate of Archaeology with financial assistance awarded by the 11th Finance Commission. 

News on 20th November '04 

State Cong leaders contradict Digvijay; 'No harm in talking sovereignty': 

Guwahati: A number of Congress leaders in the State, on condition of anonymity, have said that the Centre should take up the issue of 'sovereignty' while talking to the United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA). This has come as an interesting sequence to the events pertaining to the much-talked-about and proposed ULFA-Centre talks, as the AICC general secretary and in-charge, Assam Digvijay Singh, said on Nov 17 that there would be no discussion on the issue of 'sovereignty' if and when the talks took place. But the State leaders asserted that there is no harm in talking on the issue as it would not mean relenting to the demand. Earlier, even Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi was rigid on the 'sovereignty' issue, but recently he had announced that the State Government was not averse to the idea of including the issue for talks.

ULFA ready for talks if Centre sends invitation:

Guwahati: The United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) on Nov 18 said it was agreeable to hold peace talks with the Centre provide the latter sent a formal invitation letter to the banned outfit. ULFA chairman Arabindo Rajkhowa, in an e-mail on the outfit's letter head to the local media here on Nov 18, said it would come to the negotiating table "in the greater interest of the people of Assam if the Centre sends the invitation in its letter head with seal and signature".

British envoy for possible UK investment in NE:

Guwahati: Even as the State Government is exploring business ties with the south-east Asian nations by hosting the flagging-off ceremony of the India-ASEAN Car Rally here, the British High Commissioner to India, Sir Michael Arthur is on a nine-day official tour of Nagaland, Assam and Meghalaya to identify potential sectors in the region for British investment. Winding up the first phase of his visit to Nagaland and Assam on Nov 18, the British envoy said that eco-tourism in Assam was one of the most potential areas for joint venture investment by UK companies. "Incidentally, the largest number of foreign tourist to Assam come from the UK", he said. However, he said that better international air connectivity was a must to boost the tourism sector in Assam. Sir Arthur was addressing a press conference in the city in the evening on Nov 18.

Clear stand on Accord: AASU ultimatum to Centre, State:

Guwahati: The All Assam Students' Union on Nov 18 set a deadline for the State and Central Governments to clear their stand on the implementation of the Assam Accord by 3 p.m. on Nov 19. "If the Chief Minister does not express his sincerity and the Prime Minister his will with regard to the implementation of the Assam Accord by this period, we will announce our agitational programme to be taken up during the Prime Minister's ensuing visit to the State in a press conference to be held after 3p.m on Nov 19", AASU president Prabin Boro after a meeting with Assam Accord Implementation Minister Dr Bhumidhar Barman.

AGP throws its weight behind AASU:

Guwahati: The Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) has thrown its full weight behind the All Assam Students' Union (AASU) in its protest against the proposed visit of the Prime Minister to the State to inaugurate the India-ASEAN Car Rally. The AGP, however, urged the students' body not to take extreme forms of agitation like 'self immolation'.

Vigilance panels: UMF response lukewarm:

Guwahati: The United Minority Front (UMF) on Nov 18 said that its support to the State Government's move to form block-level vigilance committees, comprising representatives of political parties and student organizations along with government officials, would be subject to the modalities of work to be undertaken by the proposed committees.

Frenzied activity continues to beautify city on car rally eve:

Guwahati: There is frenzied activity on the beautification of the city on the eve of the India-ASEAN Car Rally with close coordination among at least four agencies under the supervision of the Principal Secretary of the Urban development Department, Mr PK Choudhury. The whole work is being implemented by the Assam Real Estate and Infrastructure Developers' Association (AREIDA) with private funding. This was stated by City Mayor Kushal Sharma. 

News on 19th November '04
ULFA talks: Digvijay putting hurdles?: 

Guwahati: Even before the euphoria of the parleys between Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh and Dr Mamoni Roisom Goswami on the ULFA Centre talks has died down, there came a stunning stand from All India Congress Committee (AICC) secretary and the party's Assam in-charge Digvijay Singh that 'there will be no discussion on the issue of sovereignty' in the proposed talks if and when they take place.

Assam bodies, party leaders hail Mamoni's peace move:

Guwahati: Various organizations and political leaders of Assam have welcomed the initiative taken by Jnanpith Award winner Mamoni Raisom Goswami to bring the United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) to the negotiation table. While praising the celebrated writer, these organizations said that Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh's readiness for talks with the ULFA, even on the issue of 'sovereignty', was a step forward towards peace.

Fire in GMC hostel, no casualties:

Guwahati: A fire broke out this afternoon on the third floor of the Girls' Hostel No 3 of the Guwahati Medical College Hospital (GMCH) allegedly due to breach of safety norms on the part of both the authorities and the inmates of the hostel. The fire spread to the nearby rooms quickly. However, no one was injured in the incident and the fire was put out within an hour.

AASU sticks to stir on PM's visit:

Guwahati: Even as the State Government is gearing up to welcome Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh, who will arrive on a two-day visit to Assam on November 21 to inaugurate the Indo-ASEAN car rally, the influential All Assam Students' Union (AASU) has decided to register its protest on both days of the visit. Despite Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi's appeal to the student body not to take a confrontationist stand in the matter, the central committee of the AASU, in its executive meeting on Nov 17, made this decision. It may be mentioned here that the AASU had earlier threatened to disrupt the Prime Ministerial visit in protest against the Congress-led UPA Government at the Centre to retain the IM(DT) Act in the State.

Kamal Kumari Foundation to adopt NE villages:

Guwahati: Noted tea planter and managing trustee of the Kamal Kumari Foundation (KKF), Hemandra Prasad Barooah is planning to adopt villages in the north-eastern region in order to turn them into model ones. Interacting with a section of the media on Nov 17, Barooah disclosed that he was also planning to set up a state-of-art gallery in the capital city of Assam to expose the new generation here to the works of artists of national and international repute.

No takers for Gogoi's vigilance panels, BJP welcomes move:

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi's announcement of forming vigilance committees to check influx of illegal migrants (read Bangladeshi migrants) has drawn flak from all quarters sans the Bharatiya Janata Party. Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuba Chatra Parishad general secretary Dilip Sankar Saikia said that his organization was skeptical of the announcement. He said that at a time when the Congress had not even admitted the presence of Bangladeshi migrants in the State, the seriousness of such an announcement was not hard to understand. "What can one make of a Government which favour the retention of the IM(DT) Acton on the one hand and announces the formation of vigilance panels on the other?" he asked. He said that the announcement was a compulsion of electoral politic, which was for all to see.

ACMS, TTSA differ on amenities in TEs:

Guwahati: In a significant development which brings to light sharp difference between the Asom Chah Mazdoor Sangha (ACMS) and the Assam Tea Tribes Association (ATTSA), these influential tea tribe bodies have contradicted each other regarding the facilities given by the tea garden managements to their workers, including health care. The tea tribe student body is currently on an agitational course on the issue.

Rahul to submit report to Sonia on Assam:

Guwahati: Mr Rahul Gandhi will submit a detailed report to Congress president Sonia Gandhi with regard to his observations during the four-day visit to Assam and Meghalaya after reaching New Delhi on Nov 17. State Youth Congress president Rekibuddin Ahmed said the MP had carefully listened to the views and suggestions expressed by them. 

News on 18th November '04 

ULFA talks: Mamoni says PM was positive: 

Guwahati: The much-awaited meeting between Jnanpith Award winner Mamoni Raisom Goswami and Prime Minister Manmohan Singh took place at 12.30 p.m. on Nov 16 at the PMO on her proposed ULFA-Centre talks. Later talking from New Delhi, Ms Goswami said that the Prime Minister had acknowledged that Assam has genuine problems which needed attention. He, however, said that issues like these will take time to get solved. Ms Goswami also said that Mr Singh was very positive on the issue during their hour long meeting. She said that the Prime Minister was hopeful of restoring peace in Assam. She also submitted a note "Appeal for ULFA talks" to the Prime Minister wherein the question of 'sovereignty' being the core issue in the talks has been spelt out at length. She said that the appeal also justifies the need to discuss the issue of 'sovereignty' as talks on any subject in a democratic set-up is always possible.

Paresh: No talks sans sovereignty issue:

Guwahati: The ULFA on Nov 16 made it very clear that any talks with the Centre must have 'sovereignty' as the core issue to make it a meaningful exercise. Talking over phone on Nov 16 ULFA 'c-in-c' Paresh Barua said that whatever has been reported in the local media including a TV channel regarding ULFA's flexibility towards the issue of 'sovereignty' are nothing but figments of imagination. The ULFA is steadfast to its stand of discussing the question of sovereignty with the Government of India in the talks. He said that the Government of India must give in Black and White its commitment towards discussing the subject. He also clarified that Dr Mamoni Raisom Goswami is talking to the Centre on her personal initiative. He, however, said that the organization appreciates her courage and conviction in talking to the Centre on the issue of 'sovereignty'.

Hazarika appeals to Centre for talks:

Guwahati: Dadasaheb Phalke Award winner and composer-singer Dr Bhupen Hazarika has appealed to the Government of India to unconditionally invite the ULFA for talks and allow the proscribed outfit to voice their demand including that of "sovereignty". In a fax message Dr Hazarika said that Mamoni Roysom Goswami had contacted him in Mumbai over telephone from Delhi urging him for his advice on the possible ULFA-Centre talks.

New political forum formed:

Guwahati: The Trinamul Gana Parishad (TGP), the Purbanchaliya Loka Parishad (PLP) and the Jatiya Aikya Mancha have floated a joint political forum by the name of Asom Gana Morcha in a bid to unite small regional parties for working towards the political, economic and cultural development of the State. In a joint press conference held in the city on Nov 16, the leaders of these regional outfits said that though regional forces had been active in the State since the last three decades, they had not been able to take appropriate measures to resolve the various issues relating to the State. The Asom Gana Morcha has been formed to address the fundamental problems plaguing the State and work towards their solution, they.

Govt mulls vigilance panels to check influx:

Guwahati: At a time when various organizations and political parties in the State, including the All Assam Students' Union (AASU), the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) and the BJP, are up in arms against the Centre's decision to retain the Illegal Migrants (Determination by Tribunal) Act, 1983 in its present form, Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Nov 16 said the State Government had taken a decision to form block-level vigilance committees throughout the State to check infiltration into Assam, and to detect foreigners. Besides State Government officials, the committees, according to Gogoi, will comprise representatives of all political parties and all students' unions as their members.

Car rally: ASEAN ministers to throng city streets:

Guwahati: A minister each from Myanmar, Thailand and Laos and a High Commissioner eash from Singapore, Indonesia, Vietnam and Malaysia will be in Guwahati on November 21 to attend the formal flagging off of the India- ASEAN Car Rally, 2004 where as many as 24 official entrants (cars), two reserve entrants and two leg entrants (entrants joining on their own expenditure, and one such entrant is Numaligarh Refinery Ltd) will take part. The rally, to be inaugurated by Prime Minister Manmohan singh at Nehru Stadium on November 22 and formally flagged off by Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on at Judges' Field in the city on November 23, will see around 70 cars, including those officials, leaving Guwahati for Batam in Indonesia.

AAMTA chakka bandh on Nov 17:

Guwahati: The All Assam Motor Transport Association(AAMTA) has called a 24-hour Statewide chakka bandh from 6 am on Nov 17 in support of its demand for a 70 per cent hike in bus fares in view of the recent increase in diesel and petrol prices. The bandh will remain in force till 6 am on November 18.

NC hills demands more grants from DoNER:

Guwahati: The North Cachar Hills Autonomous Council has demanded a special thrust on infrastructure development to improve the economy and achieve the level of desirable development through sanction of various projects submitted to the Ministry for Development of the North Eastern region. In a memorandum to DoNER Minister P R Kyndia, the Council demanded sanction for 44 projects.

Dowry murder slur after housewife's death:

Guwahati: The death of a housewife from Assam at her in-laws' place at Nokhamandi in Bikaner district in Rajasthan on Nov 14 has led her distraught family to file a case of murder for dowry against her husband and in-laws. Bharati Joshi nee Porohit (26), who hailed from the Tarun Nagar locality in the city, had not even been married for a year when the shocking news of her death reached her parents. The NSUI, the Marwari Yuva Manch and other organizations staged angry demonstrations as the mortal remains of Bharati, which had been flown into city in the morning on Nov 16, were taken out in a procession for funeral against the alleged murder of Bharati by in-laws and demanding punishment to the 'culprits'. 

News on 17th November '04 

Witch-Hunting; Centre mulls joint Assam-WB task force: 

Guwahati: Union Home Ministry has advised the Government of Assam to work in tandem with its counterpart in West Bengal to combat the social malice called 'witch-hunting'. According to official sources, witch hunting was still active in parts of lower Assam, particularly in the BTAD areas, and its adjacent districts in West Bengal, namely Coochbehar, Jalpaiguri and Malda in North Bengal. All these areas were dominated by tribals who still believed in the practice of witch hunting. Assam Police had launched a project in the past two years under the guidance of the former DGP, Mr. HK Deka, which brought down witch hunting. But, in the recent past, reports of witch hunting have resurfaced. Assam Chief Minister Mr Tarun Gogoi expressed concern following reports that five people were recently hacked to death in remote areas of Kokrajhar as "suspected witches". He has already ordered the district administration to inquire into this issue. The Director General of Assam Police, Mr. PV Sumant, informed that the police at district and block levels, in order to project their people-friendly face, have already started a social awareness campaign against witch-hunting. Several NGOs have also been cooperating with the Police. Official sources said that Union Home Minister Mr Shivraj Patil favoured a comprehensive joint action plan by the Assam and Bengal Governments to uproot the social malice - witch-hunting.

AASU, AJYCP, MASS top guns to join AGP?

Nagaon: In a significant development, some senior leaders of the AASU, the AJYCP and the MASS have started parleys with AGP president Brindaban Goswami in order to get AGP tickets for the Assembly polls in the State scheduled to be held in 2006. Though other political parties in the State are yet to gear up for the Assembly polls, the AGP president has already started the preparation for it, which, according to many a political pundit, is a new strategy to keep his supremacy in the party intact. Though Goswami maintains that there is no dissension in the party, AGP sources here said that the move to bring senior AASU and MASS leaders in the party was aimed at providing extra support to Goswami, who felt it was 'the need of the hour'.

Opponents of IM (DT) repeal may face AASU ire:

Nagaon: All Assam Students' Union (AASU) president Prabin Boro has spewed venom on those who have been opposing the repeal of the Illegal Migrants (Determination by Tribunals) Act, 1983, and vowed to be tough against them. Boro said that the students' body would not take rest till the controversial Act was scrapped. The AASU has also planned to create awareness on the necessity of repealing the Act at the national level. Boro further said that the executive committee meeting of the AASU scheduled to be held soon would discuss the discussion of the Congress-led UPA Government at the Centre to retain the IM (DT) Act in its present form. The AASU meeting, according to him, will adopt means to put pressure on the Centre to scrap the Act which is in force nowhere in the nation except Assam.

News on 16th November '04 

Mamoni-Manmohan meet likely on Nov 16: 

Guwahati: The much-awaited meeting between Jnanpith Award winner Mamoni Raisom Goswami and Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh is likely to be held on Nov 16 if everything goes in accordance with the talks the former had on Nov 16 with Prime Minister's Chief Security Advisor MK Narayan at the PMO in New Delhi.

We have no objection to NDFB stand on talks: Gogoi

Guwahati: Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Nov 15 said that the State Government had no objection to the National Democratic Front of Bodoland's (NDFB) stand that it was ready for talks with the Centre only, not with the State Government. Gogoi said that the State Government want a peaceful solution to the problems and demands of the NDFB through talks, no matter with whom. He said this while reacting to the outfit's press statement on Nov 14 that it was not interested in talks with the State Government.

IM(DT) retention: BJP to register protest during PM visit:

Guwahati: The State unit of the BJP has decided to register its protest against the UPA Government's decision to retain the IM(DT) Act and the alleged neglect of the Centre towards the cause of Assam on the eve of the scheduled visit of Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh by wearing black badges and staging a dharna at Dighali Pukhuripar in the city on November 20. this was announced by State unit president of the party, Indramoni Bora here on Nov 15.

Brindaban charges Gogoi Govt of fraud on downsizing:

Guwahati: The Opposition Asom Gana Parishad on Nov 15 said that the purpose behind the whole downsizing exercise of the State's ministry had been defeated by the Congress Government's decision to appoint ten people as parliamentary secretaries even as 16 ministers were axed from the council of ministers in July this year under the People's Representation Act. It may be mentioned here that the size of the Tarun Gogoi-led Congress ministry had been reduced from the earlier 35 to 19 under the downsizing exercise.

DHD denies hand in Lanka blast:

Guwahati: The Dima Halam Daoga (DHD) has forthrightly denied their involvement in the blast in a Kali Puja pandal at Lanka under Hojai subdivision recently. It has also condemned the Assam Police for pointing a finger of allegation at the militant outfit for the incident. "Although we have some camps near Lanka, the DHD never involves itself in any kind of anti-religious activities", said Dilip Nunisa, 'chairman' of the outfit. He pointed out that there are several fundamentalist groups active in that area. However, whenever something went wrong, the police always blamed the DHD, Nunisa said

CPI welcomes Mamoni initiative:

Guwahati: The CPI has welcomed the initiative taken by Mamoni Raisom Goswami for a political dialogue with the leadership of the banned ULFA. However, the party has expressed deep anguish over the lukewarm attitude of the UPA Government at the Centre towards the matter.

Govt cancels Japanese scholar's lecture on Nellie:

Guwahati: The State Government has asked the Centre for North-East South-East Asia Studies (CENISEAS) not to go ahead with its lecture on the Nellie massacre, which was scheduled to be delivered at Dispur on Nov 10 by a Japanese scholar. The Government has not shown any reason behind its move to stop the lecture barely half an hour before its scheduled beginning. The lecture was scheduled to be delivered by Ms Makiko Kimura, a post doctoral fellow, Japan Society for Promotion of Science.

Global oil hunters coming to city Brahmaputra survey:

Guwahati: American, French, British and Polish oil hunters are lining up to look for crude beneath the Brahmaputra. Whether they can come up with 'elephant' finds remains to be seen, but they are gearing up to join the gamble anyway. Six of the world's top geophysical contractors are coming to Guwahati later this month to participate at a pre-bid conference being organized by Oil India Limited (OIL). The Indian oil major is bent on launching the highly technical Brahmaputra river bed survey by October next year, and plans to control the entire operation from its headquarters in Duliajan. The six frontline geophysical service provides coming for the pre-bid session are: CGG France; PGS USA; Veritas USA; Western Geco, USA and UK; GT Poland, and Grand Geophysical USA. Highly placed Petroleum Ministry officials told this writer that representatives from these companies would be taken to the sites where they are expected to be carrying out the survey, starting at, or close to Sadiya in Tinsukia district, and ending somewhere in the vicinity of Nemati Ghat, near Jorhat.

Petro price hike protest on:

Guwahati: While the Assam unit of the CPI has decided to organize a Statewide protest demonstration on November 17 against the recent hike in prices of petrol, diesel LPG by the Centre, it has vehemently condemned the decision of the Petroleum Ministry to lease out the Amguri oil field to a Candian company. The Oil field Protection Sangram Samiti and the North-East Oil Coordination Committee have decided to jointly organize a State-level convention on December 2 at Guwahati for mobilizing public opinion against it, CPI national executive member Promode Gogoi, who is also the convenor of the Sangram Samiti, told here.

Facelift plan for Gandhi Mandap:

Guwahati: As part of a renovation programme covering all Gandhi memorials across the country, the Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti has taken the responsibility to renovate the Gandhi Mandap located on the top of Sarania Hills here. In the first phase of the renovation work, the Samiti, with the help of Kamrup (Metro) district administration, will give a facelift to the Gandhi Mandap and organize a comprehensive exhibition of as many ans 1,500 photographs on the epic of the Mahatma.

Property worth lakhs destroyed in city fires:

Guwahati: Two major fire incidents in the Bharalumukh and Fatasil areas in the city on Nov 10 destroyed property worth several lakhs of rupees and razed about 450 huts to the ground. However, there were no reports of any casualty. 

News on 15th November '04 

Rahul's visit to understand North-east:

Guwahati: Congress MP Rahul Gandhi, who is here on a visit to Assam and Meghalaya to familiarize himself with issues facing the north-eastern region, met with intellectuals, economists and members of NGOs here. Mr Gandhi visited Sualkuchi on Nov 14, where he brought a few sets of muga and pat clothes from a State Government-owned shop. However, Sualkuchi Police came to know about the visit only when Rahul arrived there.

AASU: PM visit boycott stands, CBI should probe fake PRC issue:

Guwahati: The All Assam Students' Union (AASU) on Nov 14 reiterated that it would not compromise on the issue of protesting against the forthcoming visit of Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh to the State in connection with the Indo-ASEAN car rally, slated to get under way here on November 22. the student body said that it would resort to strong agitational measures during the Prime Ministerial visit. "Dr Singh will not be able to tour the State in normal conditions", it warned. It may be mentioned here that the Prime Minister is arriving in the city on November 21 to inaugurate the car rally.

Talks with Centre only, says NDFB:

Guwahati: The National Democratic Front of Boroland (NDFB) on Nov 14 said that it was not interested in holding any talks with the Assam Government, and that it would like to enter into negotiations with the Government of India to resolve the current conflict peacefully and through democratic means. In a press statement dated November 13 and signed by NDFB spokesman S Sanjarang which the media received on Nov 14, the proscribed outfit said that it had declared its unilateral ceasefire to initiate talks with the Central Government and not with the Assam Government.

State Govt asks PM for special econ package:

Guwahati: In order to boost industrialization and capital investment, the Assam Government has urged Prime Minister Manmohan Singh to sanction a special package for the State. State Industry and Transport Minister Anjan Dutta said that his Government has sent a letter to the Prime Minister in this regard. The minister said that through the letter, the Prime Minister has been informed about the fact that although a special economic package was launched for the North-east in 1997, it has had an adverse effect after similar packages for states like Himachal Pradesh, Uttaranchal and Jammu & Kashmir were launched since 2002. Dutta further said that he has been giving serious thought to the suggestions made by FINER and other leading industrial and finance organizations of the State in this regard.

Assam Police project catches Kalam attention:

Guwahati: The special project of Assam Police against social prejudices and terrorism has caught the attention of President APJ Abdul Kalam. A highly-placed source in the state Police informed that project 'Prahari' launched in the year 2000 at Thaigarguri village in Kokrajhar district with the twin objectives of fighting social prejudices and militancy in remote areas had caught the attention of the President's office. The President's office had sought a detailed report from the Assam Government on the project which has been instrumental in bringing the police force closer to the people in parts of rural Assam, he said.

Satellite pictures show 2.80 lakh hectares of thick forest cleared off in 1996-2000:Pradyut

Assam forest staff stockpile crackers to tackle jumbos:

Guwahati: People across India burst crackers and lit up their homes to mark Diwali, the festival of lights, which ended on Nov 12. but, in the interiors of Assam, many people were busy stashing up crackers to ward off marauding herds of wild Asiatic elephants, bursting them whenever necessary. "Scores of wild elephant herds have been wreaking havoc across Assam, killing people, flattening houses, feasting on standing crops and guzzling up local rice beer", Pradyut Bordoloi, Assam's Forest Minister told. Bordoloi said satellite imagery by the National Remote Sensing Agency (NRSA) show that as much as 2,80,000 hectares of thick forests have been cleared off by human encroachers in five years alone, 1996 to 2000.

News on 14th November '04
'CM-backed' Narah dares Opp to prove ULFA link:

Guwahati: Bharat Narah, Minister State for Welfare and Plain Tribes and Backward Castes, under fire for his alleged links with the ULFA, on Nov 13 put up a brave face when he challenged the Opposition to prove that he had even a semblance of a link with the proscribed ULFA. Narah's confidence stems from the fact that just the other day Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi had given him a clean chit, when he wondered before the media if the ULFA gone so poor as to need two cellular phones from someone to carry out their operation.

Retention of IM(DT), minister-ultra nexus; BJP ready for mass awareness, to start stir from Nov 14:

Guwahati: The State unit of the BJP is all set to launch its phase-wise agitation in the State in protest against the decision of the Centre to retain the IM(DT) Act in its present form, failure of the State Government to take tough action against the ministers allegedly having nexus with militants, and demanding handing over of the Pratul Dev kidnapping case to the CBI, etc., from Nov 14. The Assam BJP spokesman, Dhruba Prasad Baishya, in a press release said that the party has formulated a 16 day-long series of agitational programmes starting from November 14.

Amguri oilfield: It's part of liberalization, says ONGC:

Guwahati: The ONGC, has said that the development of small and medium-sized oil field by private sector companies was part of the liberalization programme of the Centre conceived in the early nineties to attract investments in the petroleum sector. Commenting on the decision of the Centre, the ONGC further said that a number of oil fields like Ravva in the east coast, Panna, Mukta and Taptilin in the west coast and Kharsang field in Arunachal Pradesh are being successfully developed by private sector companies with significant addition to oil and gas reserves .

Rahul: we love NE, region has genuine problems:

Guwahati: Rahul Gandhi had his first brush with the North-east as an MP on Nov 13, talking, laughing, reflecting, and most importantly, trying to understand the psyche of those who live in this far eastern frontier. Of course, he appeared keen to understand the political dynamics of this diverse stretch of 2,63,000 square kilometers (Sikkim included).

Bishnupriya Manipuris want autonomy, language in SSA:

Guwahati: Various organizations of the Bishnupriya Manipuri community, including the Sahitya Sabha (SS), the Samaj Sanstha (SS) and the Bishnupriya Manipuri Language Eighth Schedule Demand of Committee (BMLESDC), have placed a slew of demands before the State Government for fulfillment without delay. The demands include the formation of a 'Bishnupriya Manipuri Territorial Council' covering the Bishnupriya Manipuri-dominated areas in Assam and Tripura under the direct control of the Centre within the ambit of the Constitution of India, bringing the Bishnupriya Manipuri Language under the Sarba Siksha Abhiyan fold in Assam as has been done in Tripura and inclusion of the Bishnupriya Manipuri language under the Eight Schedule of the Constitution.

City book fair cancelled, Judges' Field unavailable:

Guwahati: Even though it has a proud history of consecutive 18 successful years, the 19th edition of the Guwahati Book Fair has had to be dropped by the Publication Board, Assam, the organizer of the annual event, due to non-availability of its original venue, the Judges' Field of the city. This is considered to be severe blow to the book lovers of the city, as also the State.

News on 13th November '04
Govt messenger holds parleys with NDFB chief:

Guwahati: In a significant in the peace process with the National Democratic Front of Boroland (NDFB), the messenger sent by the State Government to meet the leaders of the banned organization had been able to contact its chairman DR Nabla alias Ranjan Daimari, who is camping in neighbouring Bangladesh. Highly-placed State Government sources told on Nov 12 that the messenger had held a series of discussions with Nabla to prepare a list of names of those NDFB cadres, who would be assigned the task to formulate the ground rules in consultation with the State Government before starting the formal peace talks between the NDFB and the Government.

Assam-Bengal to jointly pursue 'Look East Policy':

Guwahati: Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi and his West Bengal counterpart Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee shared common views for pursuing 'Look East Policy' for ensuring all round socio economic development of the eastern and north-eastern states. Gogoi said that his Government was keen to use to existing railway links to have access to the Kolkata Port for various economic activities benefiting north-eastern States.

Internal rift hinders Mahanta-Goswami patch up:

Guwahati: Internal bickering are proving to be a major hindrance in the possible rapprochement in the possible rapprochement between AGP president Brindaban Goswami and former president and two-time Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta. There are reports that differences between the two leaders have not been settled due to the machinations of a few leaders who are not happy with the prospects of the possible reunion of the duo. However, a section of the AGP leaders is intent on bringing about a reconciliation between Goswami and Mahanta in the larger interest of the regional party and with an eye on the Assembly elections of 2006.

10 huts gutted in city fire:

Guwahati: As many as ten huts located in the slum of Narayan Nagar under Bharalumukh PS here were gutted in a fire which broke out in the locality around 8 pm on Nov 12. police aid that the fire spread from an oil godown to the nearby slum. The firefighters were able to control the fire after an operation which lasted half-an-hour. This is the third fire incident in the city since Nov 10.

News on 12th November '04
ULFA talks: Mamoni gets feeler from PMO:

Guwahati: Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh's Personal Secretary Mr Narayan on Nov 11 contacted noted litterateur Dr Mamoni Raisom Goswami over telephone and expressed his desire to call on her to convey Dr Singh's message that he was interested in solving the insurgency problem in Assam. Dr Goswami said that Narayan would call on her on November 15 to hold a discussion. She will urge the Personal Secretary to fix an appointment with Dr Singh so that she is able to submit an 'appeal' before him prepared by Delhi University professors to start a peace process with the ULFA, Dr Goswami said, adding that the appeal had been duly approved by ULFA 'commander-in-chief' Paresh Barua.

Kirip's call to AASU on PM's visit:

Guwahati: The ensuing visit of Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh to Assam is not going to be routine affair, Guwahati MP Kirip Chaliha said on Nov 11 and added that the interests of the State in various sectors would be served during the tour. Commerce, industry, tourism and other sectors will receive a boost during the Prime Minister's visit, he said, adding that the State will develop major links with South-east Asia due to the Indo-ASEAN car rally, scheduled get under way here on November 22. it may be mentioned here that the Prime Minister is arriving in the city November 21 to inaugurate the car rally.

Bus fare hike imminent, Anjan endorses transporters' demand:

Guwahati: Another bus fare hike in the State is imminent as Assam Transport Minister Anjan Dutta has admitted on Nov 11 that the All Assam Motor Transport Association's (AAMTA) demand for the fare hike is 'genuine' in view of the hike in prices of petro products. Dutta said that since the last bus fare hike in May, 2002, the price of diesel has gone up by Rs 11 a litre. The demand of the AAMTA to hike bus fares in the State is genuine". He said that the Government was examining the demand, to be precise, the quantum of the proposed hike. According to Dutta, since there are holidays till Nov 15 in the State, the matter cannot be settled till that time. He, however, appealed to the AAMTA to call off the proposed chakka bandh, keeping an eye on the difficulties that would be faced by the people during the Idd-ul-Fitr, which would be on November 15 and the Chhath Puja on November 17.

PM, torch rallies for Kaziranga fanfare:

Guwahati: Assam gears up to celebrate 100 years of Kaziranga, dubbed as the 'century's greatest conservation success story'. And the organizers, head by State Forest Minister Pradyut Bordoloi, promises to unfold the world's 'greatest bio-diversity show' between February 11 and 17 next year. The Assam Government wants to make all the north eastern states join in the celebrations and have them as 'partners in Kaziranga's march ahead'. Bio-diversity flames will originate from all the north-eastern state capitals and culminate in Kaziranga on February 12. Prime Minister Manmohan Singh will lead the flame during the inaugural function on February 13.

Kaziranga to be theme of city trade fair:

Guwahati: The Industries and Trade Fair Association of Assam (ITFAA), organizers of the International Guwahati Trade Fair, has announced the date of its 12th fair to be held from February 20 to March 4 with the theme to promote the Kaziranga National Park on the occasion of the centenary of the park. Releasing a colourful brochure entitled the "12th International Guwahati Trade Fair '05: Celebrating 100 years of Kaziranga" here on Nov 11, ITFAA president Jatin Hazarika said that the association was going all out to invite foreign countries to participate and interact with local entrepreneurs.

News on 11th November '04
Memorandum submitted to President against UPA Govt on IM(DT); 

Rally demands action against ministers:

Baihata Chariali: Hundreds of people coming from all sections of the society gathered at Kamalpur on Nov 8 in rally organized by the North Kamrup unit of the Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha (BJYM) to raise their voice against the Congress-led UPA Government's decision to retain the IM (DT) Act in its present form. Several speakers in the rally also vehemently criticized the failure of Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi to take action against three of his Cabinet colleagues for their alleged links with the extremist outfits. The BJYM activist along with the local people here, including noted people here, including noted citizens, women, students and members of some other political parties displayed placards and banners that criticized the government for allegedly adopting a pro-Bangladeshi stand against the Statewide demand for scrapping the IM(DT) Act. Expressing serious concern over the failure of the Centre to scrap the IM (DT) Act, various speakers in the meeting alleged that the Congress is playing vote bank politics, threatening the sovereignty of the country.

Inadequate infrastructure main hurdle in NE development: Montek;

Stress will be on social sector: PC

Guwahati: Deputy Chairman of the Planning Commission Montek Singh Ahluwalia on Nov 8 said that the Commission had identified the social sector, such as primary education and health care in rural India as priority areas. Participating at the mid-term review of the Tenth Five Year Plan (2002-2007) with the chief ministers and chief secretaries of all the north-eastern States, including Sikkim, organized for the first time in the region by the Planning Commission at the Assam Administrative Staff College here on Nov 8, he said that other thrust areas were agriculture, infrastructure development and resource mobilization for rapid growth of the regional economy of the nation.

City scribes face humiliation:

Guwahati: Due to a communication gap between the Planning Commission officials and the Directorate of Information and Public Relations (DIPR), Assam, the mediapersons here were not allowed to attend the meetings of Planning Commission Deputy Chairman Montek singh Ahluwalia with chief ministers and chief secretaries of the north-eastern States at the Assam Administrative Staff College here, even after the DIPR had invited the press to attend them.

BJP protest on IM(DT) gains momentum:

Guwahati: The Assam unit of the Bharatiya Janata Party has upped the tempo to protest against the IM(DT) Act and demand action against three Congress ministers for their alleged links with militants. All district and subdivisional units of the party on Nov 8 staged dharnas and took out processions, demanding the repeal of the IM(DT) Act and institution of a CBI inquiry into the alleged nexus between three Cabinet ministers and ultras. They also submitted memoranda addressed to the President through their respective DCs and SDOs in this regard.

Silchar violence: OC suspended, 5 held:

Guwahati: The Officer in-Charge of Silchar PS, Dilip Kumar Saha was on Nov 8 placed under suspension for dereliction of duty following the clashes between two communities in Silchar town in Cachar district on Nov 6. The police also arrested businessman Dhanraj Surana and four others in connection with the alleged murder of Munna Majumdar who was an employee of Surana. It may be mentioned here that Majumdar's death under mysterious circumstances had triggered violence and arson in the town leading to the imposition of curfew.

Rio wants Naga issue solved, prosperity for State:

Guwahati: "I want the Nagaland Government to be a part of the forthcoming peace talks between the Centre and the Nationalist Socialist Council of Nagalim (I-M)", said Nagaland Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio here on Nov 8. However, he said that it was not mandatory that his Government is made a party to the peace talks as all it wants is the long-standing Nagaland-Centre imbroglio to be solved soon. 

News on 10th November '04
Police on ULFA trial in Tinsukia; Troops eye rebels with Myanmar links: 

Guwahati: Security forces in eastern Assam's Tinsukia district are hot on the trial of a bunch of ULFA militants on Nov 9 following reports that a number of them have sneaked into the area from their jungle bases in Myanmar. In Manipur, three Army Brigades, comprising more than 10,000 soldiers, are currently engaged in uprooting and neutralizing up to 3,000 rebels from than 100 bases in three districts. Separatist rebels, including those of the ULFA and several outfits from Manipur, who are either based in Myanmar, or have access to Myanmar, are facing the heat from Indian security forces. There are no signs yet of an imminent joint Indo-Myanmar military assault on the NSCN(K), ULFA, PLA and the UNLF bases in that country, but the rebels are on an alert and could even be already relocating themselves. 

Gogoi hints at unilateral ceasefire: 

Guwahati: Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Nov 9 gave enough indication to a delegation of the Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuba Chatra Parishad (AJYCP) that if the situation in the State becomes conductive for dialogue with the United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA), the State Government will declare a unilateral ceasefire. 

No tickets to corrupt Congmen, says Gogoi: 

Guwahati: Addressing a meeting of District Congress Committee presidents at the Rajiv Bhavan on Nov 9, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi said that the Congress would not give tickets to those ministers, MLAs and workers who indulge in corrupt practices, to fight the forthcoming Assembly polls. While expressing confidence that the party would be able to wrest power and form the government again in 2006, Gogoi said that the grassroots workers of the Congress were a few corrupt workers at the higher echelons of the party whom he had warned. 

ACMS to publish community mouthpiece: 

Guwahati: The Assam Chah Mazdoor Sangha has decided to publish a mouthpiece for the tea community called 'Nava Chetana' from November 14 next. The publication will raise voice for the legal and social rights of the tea community. Elaborating on the decision to publish the mouthpiece, Labour Minister Rameswar Dhanwar lamented that the tea labourers do not know about their rights properly. Although they put up their demands, they themselves get puzzled in the process of furthering them, he said. Thus, to educate them on such issues, the ACMS has decided to publish 'Nava Chetana'. 

All SPs alerted on PM visit, ULFA protest day: 

Guwahati: The Assam Police has alerted all SPs of the State and asked them to keep strict vigil on the law-and-order scene in view of the visit of Prime Minister Manmohan Singh to the State on November 21. incidentally, the United Liberation Front of Asom observes its 'protest day' on November 27 which has made a case for additional security in the State. On the other hand, no untoward incident has been reported from Silchar town in Cachar district on Nov 9. IGP (Law and Order) DK Pathak, who is camping in Silchar, said that the situation was under control and normalcy was being restored. The curfew in the town was relaxed from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Nov 9, he said, adding that no arrests were made during this period. 

AGP, TDP begin talks to unite regional parties: 

Guwahati: The ground work for a national-level federation of regional parties has been initiated by the AGP, whose two general secretaries, Birendra Prasad Baishya and Hitendra Nath Goswami had met former Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister and Telegu Desam Party (TDP) president Chandra Babu Naidu in New Delhi recently, and had a detailed discussion in this regard. 

Assam targets national tax-GDP ratio: 

Guwahati: The Government has targeted a 5.7 percent growth rate for the State Tax-GDP ration by the financial year 2006. this would bring the State's Tax-GDP ratio at par with the national level. 

Transporters threaten chakka bandh, demand fare hike: 

Guwahati: The All Assam Motor Transport Association (AAMTA) has announced an agitational programme to press for its demand to increase bus fares in view of the recent hike in petrol and diesel prices. It said that it would resort to a 24-hour chakka bandh from 6 a.m on November 17, followed by another 48-hour bandh from 6 a.m. on November 21 to 13. a 72-hour chakka bandh has been called from November 27 to 30. the association warned the State Government that it would call an indefinite chakka bandh if the later failed to issue a notification, announcing increase in bus fares in proportion to the hike in petroleum prices, during this period. Interestingly, the second chakka bandh called by the association coincides with the visit of Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh to the city on November 21 to inaugurate the Indo-ASEAN car rally. 

News on 9th November '04 

'Govt unable to establish links with NDFB chief'; Ground rules first, then truce: Gogoi 

Guwahati: The State Government on Non 7 said that it would not declare a formal ceasefire with the National Democratic Front of Boroland (NDFB) unless the ground rules for the truce had been formulated through discussions with representatives of the outfit. This comes close on the heels of the banned outfit threatening to withdraw its unilateral offer of peace and negotiations with the Government if the security forces continue to kill cadres in anti-insurgency operations in the State.

Govt orders probe into Silchar violence:

Guwahati: The situation in Silchar town in Cachar district was tense but under control. The State Government on Nov 7 ordered a high-level inquiry into 6th November's incident in which there were clashes between two communities following the death of one Munna Majumdar, an employee of a businessman Dhanraj Surana. Meanwhile, the State Government has immediately transferred Cachar SP BP Rabha and Additional SP D Mukherjee following 6th November's incident. Curfew was relaxed in Silchar town for two-and-half hours from 2pm. Three persons have been arrested so far in connection with the clashes which took place on Nov 6.

'Cong more serious about influx than AGP':

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Nov 7 attacked AGP president Brindaban Goswami for the latter's recent comment that the former was distorting facts on the Illegal Migrants (Determination by Tribunal) Act, and said that the Congress was more concerned about the illegal migrants issue than the regional party.

No letter to IOA on Games deferment: CM

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Nov 7 clarified that the State Government had not written any letter to the Indian Olympic Association (IOA), seeking postponement of the 33rd National Games to be hosted by Assam in November 2005.he said that the Games would be held as schedule and that he was hopeful that all the preparations would be completed in time. It may be mentioned here that there were reports in a section of media which said that the State Government had sent a letter to the IOA, urging it to postpone the Games by one year.

WB to assist new Assam Agri project:

Guwahati: After the successful implementation of the ARIASP by the State Government, the world Bank has come forward to extend financial assistance to the four-year Assam Agricultural Competitiveness Project (AACP) beginning February 1,2005. the components of the project will be rural road connectivity, agriculture, irrigation, management of local flood and waterlogging, fisheries, animal husbandry, diary, forest and sericulture.

Can Paresh get to read Mamoni's new novel in Guwahati?:

Guwahati: ULFA chieftain Paresh Baruah is a character in her incomplete book on the lives of the Assamese rebels. She has not met the ULFA 'commander-in-chief' yet, but these days, she often converses with Paresh Baruah over the telephone. The brilliant Assamese novelist, who has become the first individual to receive an open endorsement from the ULFA to initiate a peace process with New Delhi, has been wanting to meet Dr Manmohan Singh and present him with an 'appeal', approved by Paresh Baruah, that could well prepare the ground for possible peace talks between the two sides. 

News on 8th November '04
Gogoi yet to inform Centre of Goalpara flash floods: Mian 

Guwahati: The Minority Coordination Committee on Goalpara Disaster has set a 15-day deadline for the Centre and the Election Commission to take up the issues concerning the flood-affected people of Goalpara district failing which the Committee would launch a statewide agitation. Mr Ali Akbar Mian, MLA, Bilasipara West, said that apart from the Election Commission, some senior Cabinet colleagues of Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh, including Union Agriculture Minister sharad Pawar and Railway Minister Lalu Prasad Yadav, had assured the minority delegation, which is in New Delhi now, of considering their demands with a sympathetic and positive note. Mian alleged that Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi had not informed the Centre of the Goalpara disaster yet.

News on 7th November '04 

Start parleys with ULFA: CPM to Centre: 

Guwahati: The central committee of the CPI (M) has urged the UPA Government at the Centre to take immediate measures to start a dialogue with the banned United Liberation Front of Asom. It discussed the militancy the problem of the north-eastern States, including Assam, at length in a including Assam, at length in a three-day meeting held recently in New Delhi.

CBI to probe oil scam:

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Nov 4 said that the CBI has accepted to investigate the State oil pilferage scam. Although the sleuth body was reluctant to take up the case earlier, it has now agreed to probe into the matter, Gogoi informed.

Sound and light show get under way:

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi inaugurated the 'Shabdajyoti' project, the sound and light show, at the Srimanta Sankardev Kalakhetra here in the evening on Nov 4. The Assam Tourism Development Corporation with the help of the Srimanta Sankardev Kalakshetra Society. The 'Shabdajyoti', titled "Assam through Ages", had beed designed to give the viewers a clear idea about the history and rich culture of Assam with the help of sound and light

Terang moves Governor against KAAC: 

Diphu: Mr Haliram Terang, president of the ASDC, and Mr Rolland Kelling, president of the Karbi Students' Association, have urged the Governor of Assam, urged the Governor of Assam, Lt. Gen.(retd.) Ajai Singh to inquire into the case of abdication of responsibility by the authorities concerned who allegedly did not take any step to ameliorate the suffering of the people during the Karbi Anglong bandh called by the KLNLF from September 22. Apprising the governor of the current situation prevailing in the district, Mr Terang and Mr Kelling, who met the Governor at the Raj Bhavan here on Nov 2, informed him about the effects of the indefinite strike, called by the KLNLF, on the common people. 

News on 6th November '04
Hike in petro prices: Assam has no takers: 

Guwahati: Housewives, intellectuals, political leaders and consumer rights activists here have reacted sharply to the hike in the prices of petroleum products including petrol, diesel and LPG. While a section of intellectuals think that the decision of petroleum price hike was taken under duress by the UPA Government in view of the increase in crude oil prices in the international market, people cutting across all walks of life vehemently opposed the decision, which, they said, would hit the common people. On the other hand, the Left parties, as is their wont, have called for a "mass movement" against the decision. It may be mentioned here that the Union Government had raised the prices of petrol, diesel and LPG from midnight on Nov 4. while the price of petrol has increased by Rs 2.20 per litre, diesel will be costlier by Rs 2.10 per litre and LPG by Rs 20 per cylinder.

IMDT has failed: ex-Appellate chief:

Guwahati: The outgoing president of the Illegal Migrants Determination Appellate Tribunal, Justice NB Asthana has said that the Illegal Migrants (Determination by Tribunal) Act, 1983 has failed to achieve its desired result. Justice Asthana, who retired on Oct 31, said that the controversial Act should be repealed, and that the Foreigners' Act, 1946 should come into force in Assam like in the rest of the country to deal with the foreigners' issue.

Govt appoints 3 new members to APSC:

Guwahati: The Tarun Gogoi-led Congress Government on Nov 5 appointed three new members to the Assam Public Service Commission which was long overdue. Though these members hail from diverse communities and walks of life, their political affiliations have evoked adverse reactions in circles concerned. Meanwhile, official sources said that the State Government has decided to effect a retrenchment in the APSC on the lines of the recommendations made by the TL Baruah Committee two years back by bringing down the number of members from the earlier 11 (including the chairman) to seven (including the chairman). With 5th November's appointment, there are four members in the APSC, including the chairman. The rest three members are expected to be appointed soon, they added.

Technical glitches delay ground rules fro NDFB truce:

Guwahati: Some technical glitches have been causing delay in framing the ground rules of the ceasefire between the Government and the National Democratic and the National Democratic Front of Boroland (NDFB). The state Government is yet to receive a communication from the NDFB about the representatives the militant outfit plans to send to take in the preliminary talks. It may be mentioned here that the Government had asked NDFB chairman DR Nabla alias Ranjan Daimari to furnish the list of representatives about ten days back.

VHP bandh in city passes off peacefully:

Guwahati: The dawn-to-dusk Guwahati bandh called by the Viswa Hindu Parishad (VHP), in protest against the demolition of a Hanuman temple in the Uzanbazar Jahajghat area on Nov 2 by the district administration, passed off peacefully on Nov 5. the bandh affected the normal life of people of the city. Though the private city busses remained off the roads, the ASTC and 'Rhino' buses were plying as usual. Most business establishments downed their shutters. Schools, colleges and government offices remained open, but the attendance was thin. 

News on 5th November '04 

VHP calls 12-hour Guwahati bandh Nov 5: 

Guwahati: The Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP has called a dawn-to-dusk Guwahati bandh on Nov 4. VHP's North unit president JC Pathak said the bandh call was given in protest against the demolition of a 150-year-old Hanuman temple at Uzanbazar in the heart of the city by the municipality authority. He said the sentiments of the Hindus were hurt following the destruction of the Hanuman temple.

I want to see electric fencing like J & K along Indo-Bangla border: Gogoi;

'Post 1983, influx has gone down':

Guwahati: In what could be termed as a new finding, Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Nov 4 asserted that there had been more infiltration into Assam from Bangladesh when the Foreigners' Act was in force than since when it was replaced with the IM (DT) Act, 1983. what is even more surprising is his revelation that over 26,000 Bangladeshi infiltrators have been pushed back to the neighbouring nation from 1985 to September, 2004. Those infiltrators, according to him, have not been made to go through the judicial determination and detection process of the IM (DT) Act.

We signed the Assam Accord, never knew that the IMDT Act would help migrants: AASU;

No logic in AASU's protest over PM visit: CM

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi has appealed to the All Assam Students' Union (AASU) to review its decision to protest against Prime Minister Manmohan Singh's visit to the State to flag off the Indo-ASEAN car rally on Nov 22. Addressing a press meet here on Nov 4, the chief minister said, "I do not see any justification of the AASU decision". The Prime Minister is a Rajya Sabha MP from Assam, and he has been doing a lot for the State, Gogoi said adding that the Prime Minister, besides flagging off the rally, would also inaugurate the new Secretariat building at Dispur. Moreover, he is one of the recipients of the prestigious Sankardev Award this year, Mr Gogoi informed. "We should seize the opportunity of the Prime Minister's visit", Gogoi said.

Resentment over Brindaban leadership on the rise:

Guwahati: There have been murmurs of resentment in the AGP over the party's failure to capitalize on several burning issues, including the oil and rice scams and the alleged nexus between Congress ministers and militants, which had been rocking the State in recent times. Several top functionaries of the AGP, including vice presidents and general secretaries, have expressed dissatisfaction over the inability of AGP president Brindaban Goswami to lead the party from the front on these issues. The recent defeat at the Moran by poll has added to its internal turmoil.

Gogoi: probe into ULFA-Narah link on:

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi has blamed the media of being "contradictory" in reporting the ULFA-Bharat Narah controversy. Gogoi, ostensibly to point out to the "glaring contradiction" in newspaper reports about ULFA-Narah links, explained that the media had accused Narah of having helped the ULFA in the Dhemaji bombing incident. But later, it had also said that it was Bharat Narah who engineered the killing of Pintu Borah, one of the prime suspects of the August 15 crime. Sensing that his explanation had not quite been intelligent, the Chief Minister hastened to add, however, the inquiry into the whole episode was on. 

News on 4th November '04 

Digvijay admits of influx:
Guwahati: All India Congress Committee (AICC) general secretary and the party's Assam in-charge Digvijay Singh on Nov 3 deviated from the long-held official line of the successive Congress governments in the State that there has been no infiltration into Assam from Bangladesh as the Indo-Bangla border in Assam sector is porous.

Make Mamoni proposal on ULFA public, demands AGP:

Guwahati: The Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) on Nov 3 urged the Centre to make public the draft proposal on talks with the ULFA. The draft proposal, a roadmap for talks with the ULFA, was to be submitted before Prime Minister Manmohan Singh by Jnanpith Award winner Indira Goswami by November 15. AGP general secretary Dilip Saikia on Nov 3said, "The people of Assam have the right to know about the draft proposal by Indira Goswami before the Prime Minister acted on it".

Police solve 'women spark' mystery; Assam Police looking for more ULFA fronts:

Guwahati: Heard of an 'avoidance syndrome' gripping security forces? Yes, the men in uniform engaged the outlawed ULFA in eastern Assam were literally avoiding strident Women protestors, even while wondering as to what the causes of their sudden spark were. Assam Police officers claim to have solved this mystery with the busting last month of the Nari Sachetan Manch (NSM), which, it says, is a front organization of the ULFA, run by women and concentrated primarily in the Tinsukia district.

MHA wants coordination between Assam, Bengal:

Guwahati: The Union Home Ministry has suggested greater coordination between Assam and West Bengal to tackle the insurgency problem in the North-east and thwart possible joint action by the ultras of the states. This was communicated to the Assam Government recently, official sources said on Nov 3. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi who returned from Delhi on Nov 2 in the afternoon told that West Bengal and Assam were coordinating with each other to tackle the insurgency problem. 

News on 3rd November '04 

UPA Govt's decision to retain IM(DT) Act; AASU to disrupt PM's State visit: 

Guwahati: The All Assam students' Union has threatened to launch a strong protest against the retention of the IM(DT) Act, during the ensuing visit of Prime Minister Manmohan Singh to the city to inaugurate the Indo-ASEAN car rally on November 22. it said that it would create hurdles in the conduct of the Prime Ministerial tour to the State.

UMF to Delhi to congratulate PM:

Guwahati: The chairman of the United Minority forum (UMF), H R A Chowdhury on Nov 2 welcomed the views expressed by the AICC general secretary and former Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister, Digvijay Singh, with regard to the retention of Illegal Migrants (Determination by Tribunal) Act in the State following a Union Cabinet decision last week.

AICC to retain Gogoi for second term: Digvijay

Guwahati: The Congress high command has no objection if Mr Tarun Gogoi leads the Assam Government for a second term after the 2006 Assembly polls, former Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister and AICC general secretary Digvijay Singh said on Nov 2. Mr Singh, who is also in charge of Assam, said while he was confident of Congress' victory in the next Assembly polls, Mr Gogoi's election as CLP leader was then a matter of ratification by the Congress Legislature Party as the high command believed in inner democracy.

Tackling sickness in PSUs; Assam Govt on privatization mode:

Guwahati: The minister for Industries and Commerce Anjan Dutta has said that his Government has drawn up a plan for fiscal corrections in the State by way of privatization of the State Public Sector Undertakings and closure of non-viable PSUs. The minister was addressing the general managers of District Industry and Commerce Centres (DICC) at a meeting here on Nov 2. The meeting was convened for evolving a concrete action plan to take forward the interest of the entrepreneurs of the State.

'NE still has huge oil reserves':

Guwahati: Scotching fears expressed by several experts that the oil reserves of Assam and the North-east are going to be exhausted soon, the president of the Association of Geoscientists, Dr YB Sinha said that the oil reserves of Assam were far from being exhausted or having reached their saturation point.

Thwart move to turn NE into Islamic state: BJP 

Guwahati: The Assam unit of the BJP on Nov 1 demanded the immediate repeal of the IM(DT) Act and asked the people of the State to thwart the 'conspiracy' to turn Assam and the North-east into Islamic States. It also demanded the dismissal of three Cabinet ministers in the Tarun Gogoi-led ministry for their alleged links with ultras.

NSCN-K asks ULFA to talk peace:

Guwahati: The NSCN-K, one of the ULFA's key allies, has started mounting pressure on the latter to begin peace negotiations with New Delhi and has discussed at the highest level the possible fallout of the presence of the Assamese rebels in the dense Myanmar jungles.

SJSS demands round table meet:

Guwahati: The Sanmilita Janagosthiya Sangram Samity (SJSS), an umbrella body of 22 non-Bodo organizations, on Nov 1 staged a sit-in demonstration here, demanding a round-table conference involving all ethnic groups of the State instead of holding talks with the National Democratic Front of Boroland (NDFB) alone. The SJSS has also decided to organize a State-level conference in the first week of December here to mobilize public opinion against providing autonomy to the tribals of Assam under the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution of India. A delegation of the AJSS will leave for New Delhi on November 5 to submit a memorandum to the Union Government, demanding inclusion of all the ethnic groups in the proposed talks with the NDFB.

Film-makers' body for separate DD policy:

Guwahati: Noted film personality of Manipur and adviser to the North East Film & TV Producers and Directors Association Ariban Shyam Sarmah has demanded that the Centre must evolve a separate Doordarshan policy for the north-eastern region. Sarmah said that the region had been neglected and sidelined by the Centre. Citing an example, he said that half of the 12 programme producing centers in the region were running without Station directors and were bring manned by engineers. No officers wer willing to come to the region, he said.

Kabilan assumes charge as Assam CS: 

Guwahati: Mr s Kabilan assumed charge as the new Assam chief Secretary here on Oct 31. An IAS officer of the Assam-Meghalaya cadre of the 1972 batch, he replaced Mr JP Rajkhowa who retired on Oct 31. Mr Kabilan is the 40th Chief Secretary of the State. In the May last year, Mr Kabilan was appointed as Additional Chief Secretary of the State.

ULFA threat Congmen: police sounds red alert:

Guwahati: Assam Police on Oct 31 sounded a red alert in all the districts of the State in view of the threat issued by the ULFA on Oct 30 that it would target Congress ministers, MLAs and other district and local-level leaders of the party to avenge the killing of five cadres of the outfit on Oct 29 by security forces. The SPs of all the districts have been asked to beef up security measures for Congressmen and keep a strict vigil over the situation.

Pratul kidnapping; CM assures CBI probe:

Guwahati: In a significant development in the abduction case of NRI Pratul Chandra Deb, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi has assured that a CBI inquiry will be instituted to probe the case. This assurance was given when Sipra Deb, daughter of the abducted NRI, met Gogoi in New Delhi on Oct 31.

Alliance with IOCL to make OIL a major player:

Guwahati: The Assam-based Oil India Limited (OIL) is all set to emerge as a major player in the country's oil sector along with the 'Navaratnas' like the ONGC and IOCL, with the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas actively considering a plan to set up a strategic alliance between the company and the IOCL for acquisition of exploration and production (E & P) property abroad on an equal partnership basis, i.e. in the ratio of 50:50. The proposal is in the final stage of clearance, highly-placed sources in the Ministry said here on Oct 31.

GNB Road to be 4-lane, construction from Dec:

Guwahati: The Public Work Department (PWD), Assam floated an e-tender on Oct 30 inviting bids to widen the GNB Road by six feet on either side from Guwahati Club to Silphukhuri point so as to make it a four-lane road. Chief Engineer (Roads) M Boro said that the e-tendering process would be completed within November, and the construction would begin in December. The construction of the road would be completed within 18 months, he added. According to sources, the State Finance Department had approved Rs 4 crore to widen the GNB Road from Guwahati Club to Silphukhuri point in the first phase. The proposal, sources said, was to widen the road from the Reserve Bank India point to the Chandmari flyover. 

News on 2nd November '04
Farooq Abdullah blames ISI for NE unrest: 

Guwahati: National Conference leader and former Chief Minister of Jammu & Kashmir, Mr Farooq Abdullah blamed Pakistan based ISI for the present unrest in the North-east. Mr Abdullah came here to participate as a guest in the ongoing golf tournament organized by Police in Shillong. Mr Farooq Abdullah claimed that ISI's increased activity in Bangladesh and Nepal, having common borders with Assam, West Bengal and Uttar Pradesh, was causing concern for India.

AGP smells a rat behind State Govt decision:

Guwahati: The Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) has smelt some hidden agenda behind the State Government's decision to observe August 16 every year as "State Mourning Day" in memory of those who died a tragic death in a bomb blast at Dhemaji on August 15 this year. Altogether, 13 people, including 10 children, had lost their lives in the blast triggered by the ULFA. The AGP general secretary, Mr Dilip Saikia chose to dub the decision by the State Government as an exercise to "apply balm after the injury became grave". According to Mr Saikia, there was no doubt that the Dhemaji massacre lowered the prestige of the State and one should condemn such barbaric act in no uncertain terms.

Arrested ISI men confess of links with Dimapur blast:

Jorhat: In a major breakthrough, the Army, deployed at Panbari area under Bokakhat subdivision of Golaghat district, has arrested six suspected ISI linkmen including one Mohammed Sabir Khan recently on charges of having links with the blast at Dimapur railway station where 26 people were killed. Army sources informed that six arrested men have nexus with ISI. In a joint search operation, the Army and the Golaghat police raided the house of one Anil Rajkhowa and arrested the six suspected ISI linkmen led by Mohammed Sabir Khan who hailed from Afghanistan and initially settled at Nagaon as a moneylender. The ISI came to light after the security men seized several telephone directories, Pakistan newspapers and telephone bills of calls made to various places in Pakistan. Suring the interrogation, the six have admitted that they were connected with the blast at Dimapur railway station, sources said.

ULFA 'c-inc' warns Assam Congressmen: 

Guwahati: ULFA 'commander-in-chief' Paresh Barua on Oct 30 sternly warned all Congressmen of Assam, particularly the ministers, MLAs and other office-bearers that the outfit will now target them to avenge the killing of five of the outfit's cadres in Lakhimpur district in the night on Oct 29, as he called upon the people of Assam to support the peace initiative undertaken by Jnanpith Award winner Mamoni Roisom Goswami.

News on 1st November '04
Narah blasts police, AGP; denies ULFA link:

Guwahati: In an interesting twist to the raging controversy over the alleged nexus between the ULFA and Assam Water Resources and WPT & BC Minister Bharat Narah, the latter on Oct 30 came down heavily on the State police, charging it of being in cahoots with the Opposition AGP to malign him in public. In a rejoinder, apparently issued to stoutly deny the serious charge leveled against him by AGP general secretary Dilip Saikia recently, with documentary evidence that he was in cahoots with the ULFA, Narah said that a confessional statement of a police detainee can never be legal document. Reacting sharply to allegations by Saikia about his links with the Dhemaji blasts on Independence Day, Narah said that the confessional statement by former ULFA member Deepanjali Gohain cannot be handed over to any individual because it is a confidential document in the possession of police authority.

Industrial atlas for 7 Assam districts soon:

Guwahati: The Pollution Control Board, Assam is preparing an atlas covering the districts of the State for setting up industrial sites under the aegis of the Union Environment Ministry. The industrial maps of seven districts of the State have been prepared under the project and sent to the Central Pollution Control Board, New Delhi for approval. These districts are Kamrup, Goalpara, Sonitpur, Darrang, Sivasagar, Golaghat and Dibrugarh.

Govt to celebrate city's 150 yrs in style:

Guwahati: In order to celebrate, what it claims to be the 150th year of "modern Guwahati" in a befitting manner, the State Government of the city. A "celebration committee" for the purpose has been formed with Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi as the chairman. The other office bearers will be named later.

Disabled protest rocks Dispur:

Guwahati: The normal flow of traffic around the Dispur capital complex was virtually paralysed for at least two hours in the morning on Oct 30 when over 3,000 physically challenged people staged a road blockade in the busy GS Road and Dispur-Beltola Road. They were protesting against the alleged apathy by the State Government towards their long-standing demands. 
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