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	News on 31st October '04 

Narah meets PCC chief over charges, Ranee calls on CM: 

Guwahati: A harried WPT & BC Minister Bharat Chandra Narah on Oct 28 called on APCC president Bhubaneswar Kalita following the public disclosure of the statement made by detained ULFA cadre Dipanjali Gohain by the AGP on Oct 27 with regard to the alleged nexus between him and the banned ULFA. Narah's wife Ranee Narah also met Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi in the morning on Oct 28 at his Kainadhara residence here reportedly to convince him that her husband did not have links with the ULFA, sources close to the Chief Minister said. Ranee impressed on Gogoi that her husband only knew Muhi Handique, a local Congress leader of Dhemaji, the sources added. But Narah did not know that Handique had links with the banned organization, the sources said, quoting Ranee.

Jumbos, dancers to greet rallyists:

Guwahati: The State Government is gearing up for the forthcoming Indo-ASEAN car rally which will be inaugurated by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh at the Nehru Stadium here on November 22. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi has asked the Government machinery to work on a war footing to evoke a festive atmosphere in the State by painting the entire stretch of the route of the rally from Guwahati to Bokajan and putting up posters, banners and festoons along the route.

News on 30th October '04
Assam kidnapping: British woman's appeal for father's release; 

'We paid ransom, yet my father is not free':

Guwahati: Sipra Deb, a British national, whose father Pratul Deb was kidnapped about seven months back on Oct 29 appealed to the abductors for his release. Dissatisfied over the present state of investigation made by the Assam Police, Sipra has demanded a CBI inquiry to find out the whereabouts of her father, who happens to be the brother-in-law of State Social welfare Minister Gautom Roy. Deb was abducted by suspected United Liberation Front of Barak Valley militants on March 17, 2004 in Bhairabi while he was visiting his 'bamboo mahals' along with his driver and an assistant. In the early morning hours of March 18, the driver and the assistant were released and a ransom demand for Rs 50 lakh was placed for release.

BJP wants Foreigners' Act in State; PLP stresses on people's resolution; Assam flays Centre on IMDT:

Guwahati: The decision of the Congress-led United Progressive Alliance (UPA) government in the Centre to retain the controversial Illegal Migrants (Determination by tribunals) Act has drawn sharp reactions throughout the State. While various organizations, including the AGP, BJP, AASU, NESO, and PLP have opposed the move, the United Minorities Front congratulated the Centre for taking the decision. It may be mentioned here that various organizations and leading citizens from across the State have been condemning the Centre's stand on the IMDT. The Chief of the BJP, North-east, Mr V Satish has termed the decision as unfortunate adding that the Centre has reversed the decision to repeal the IMDT Act initiated by the previous NDA government for their vested political interests. "Retention of the IMDT Act would only encourage illegal migrants to sneak into Assam in large numbers", Mr Satish alleged. Severely criticizing the Congress-led UPA Government at the Centre, Mr Satish blamed the Congress of playing with the sovereignty of country.

Mahanta: nexus with rebels a matter of concern

Guwahati: Former Chief Minister and founder president of the Asom Gana Parishad Prafulla Kumar Mahanta has expressed serious concern over the alleged nexus between politicians and militant groups and said that it was detrimental to the progress of the country. "These allegations linking political leaders and ultras, if true, are really unfortunate", the beleaguered AGP leader said.

ACTA wants curriculum changed to go with times:

Guwahati: The Assam College Teachers' Association (ACTA) has suggested the introduction of a curriculum for higher education which will meet the demands of the contemporary times and reflect the hopes, aspirations and the cultural diversity of the State. A resolution in this regard was passed on Oct 29 in the academic session of the 52nd annual conference of the premier intellectual body of the State. 

News on 29th October '04 

IMDT decision raises heat, AASU hints stir:
Guwahati: The Centre's decision to retain the controversial Illegal Migrants (Determination by Tribunals) Act has drawn sharp reactions from various organizations in the State. While the United Minorities Front has welcomed the decision, the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) and the All Assam students Union (AASU) have been outrightly critical about it. UMF president Hafiz Rashid Ahmed Choudhury said that his party has heartily welcomed the Centre's decision. But at the same time he hoped that the UPA Government would stick to its decision in the future. The minority leader informed that a UMF delegation would soon leave for New Delhi to urge Prime Minister Manmohan Singh to extend the IMDT Act to states like Meghalaya, Tripura, West Bengal and Maharastra. This, Choudhury said, would help the minorities to avoid harassment.

ADB fiscal monitoring under way; Reforms panel brings depts. Under scanner:

Guwahati: The Administrative Reforms Committee has started the process to streamline the routine functioning of government departments in the State. Altogether 12 departments have been selected by the Committee which will undertake the study of their workload, staff and pattern of work. In the first phase, the panel has taken up the study of the Education, Irrigation, PWD and Health departments. 

News on 28th October '04 

AGP moves Kalam on Assam ministers' 'links' with ULFA:

Guwahati: The Opposition Asom Gana Parishad on Oct 27 sought the intervention of the President in the issue relating to the alleged nexus between WPT & BC and Water Resources Minister Bharat Chandra Narah and the kingpin of the Dhemaji blast, Rashid Bharali, an ULFA cadre. The party said that the Chief Minister was trying to shield his ministerial colleague even after substantial evidence against Narah had been found in the preliminary investigation by the police. It has also requested the President to institute an impartial inquiry into the matter and book the guilty minister.

Secret killings: where's the probe, what's the outcome?

Guwahati: The phrase secret killing is not quite old to the people of Assam. Yet, it has almost gone into oblivion with the governments and the investigating agencies alike not giving it enough importance for reasons best known to them. If the traces of the dubious killing spree in the State are to be recalled, one would remember that it had created hell for a section of the society and the common man was furious and at the same time hung his head shame.

UMF supports SJSS stand on NDFB talks:

Guwahati: The United Minority Front (UMF) has strongly supported the demand of the Sanmilita Janagosthiya Sangram Samiti (SJSS) for multipartite talks with the National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) to accommodate the interests of the non-Bodo people living in the Bodo dominated areas.

'Illegal power connection detected in Kamrup SP's office!

Power theft: ASEB starts crackdown:

Guwahati: The Assam State Electricity Board had launched a comprehensive drive against power theft in the city and other parts of the State during the Durga Puja celebrations and cut off the illegal connections, besides imposing fines on the defaulters who were mostly puja organizers. The ASEB has also asked its departments in the State to keep a strict vigil during the ensuing Diwali festival and take strict action against those indulging in power theft. Additional Chief Engineer DK Dutta said that in a surprise raid on the campus of the SP (Kamrup) office on Nnavami, illegal electric connections were detected which were subsequently snapped by the ASEB personnel. In another incident at Tokobari Namgha, the puja organizers gheraoed the SDO who had gone there on an inspection. The police had to come in to secure his release after the ASEB informed the matter to them. Another incident of power theft was detected in Beltola Lakhi Mandir where the puja organizers were fined.

Prasar Bharati CEO says Rs 479-crore project will bring NE under TV, radio net;

NE states to have 'own' DD channels:

Guwahati: In order to bridge the communication gap in the region, the Prasar Bharati has decided to put up eight Doordarshan channels for all the North-eastern States, besides setting up 21 FM radio stations in the remaining two-and-a-half-years of the current Five Year Plan. Prasar Bharati Chief Executive Officer (CEO) KS Sharma said that an amount of 334 crore and Rs 145 crore respectively would be invested for better coverage by television and radio. For the establishment of the new channels, transponders space and uplink stations in digital mode had already been allocated and an amount of Rs 122 crore had been earmarked for software development, he said, adding that in-house programmes would be encouraged. During this period, as many as 10 digital satellite news gathering equipment (DSNGE) and OB vans would also be provided to these channels, he said.

News on 27th October '04
Depts go slow on State Plan schemes;

CM to personally examine Assam officers' report cards:

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi was candid on Oct 26 when he said that he would himself put remarks on the Annual Confidential Reports (ACR) of all the bureaucrats, from the Additional Chief secretary to the Directors of the State Government departments, according to official sources. According to the sources, the Chief Minister had called for a meeting on Oct 26 to review the government schemes under the State Plan (2004-05) and the schemes earmarked by the Planning Commission. During the review, it had come to light that about 70 per cent of the schemes were not submitted to the Planning Department by the respective departments.

SJSS to move Delhi, warns of mass stir:

Guwahati: The delegation of the Sanmilita Janagosthiya Samiti (SJSS), a united platform of as many as 22 non-Bodo organizations, is slated to leave for New Delhi to submit a memorandum to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh highlighting their demand of a multilateral level talk with the National democratic Front of Boroland (NDFB). This significant move has come in the wake of the process of formulating the proposed ceasefire ground rules by the Government and the NDFB. The SJSS team will visit New Delhi in the first week of November.

AGP working on nationwide platform to push autonomy:

Guwahati: The Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) is in touch with various regional forces in the country for a better bargain in share of power in national politics. AGP president Brindaban Goswami said that the AGP was working on the draft resolution which had been prepared by National Conference leader Farooq Abdullah two years back on the concept of regional autonomy in its bid to combine all regional forces across the country.

AGP mulls Mahanta comeback:

Guwahati: In a soul-searching bid after the Moran by-poll debacle, the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) is seriously considering of bringing back its erstwhile stalwart Prafulla Kumar Mahanta who had been sidelined by the party for obvious reasons for some time now. After a top-level meeting on Oct 25, AGP leaders informed the party President Brindaban Goswami that there was a dire need for leaders like Mahanta in the party. Considering the future of the party Mahanta must be brought back to the mainstream, the leaders told Goswami, sources informed. The leaders also rued the fact that the Congress had made the Mahanta-Brindaban divide an election agenda in their run to the Moran by-poll.

Global researchers to survey Assam dairy prospects:

Guwahati: The International Livestock Research Institute and Diary Development Department of Assam, in collaboration with the World Bank, will conduct an integrated survey, which will commence from November, will study various aspects relating to the demand for milk and its adulteration, besides exploring business opportunities in the diary sector. As the survey will be conducted at the farm level, a complete and clear picture is expected to emerge after its conclusion eight months later.

News on 26th October '04
Special priority to NE high on Advani agenda:

Guwahati: Newly-elected BJP president LK Advani would attach top priority to the North-east, claimed the party state leadership here on Oct 25. Before leaving for New Delhi, state BJP general secretary Biswajit Bhattacharjee said that the central BJP leadership was working out a comprehensive strategy to meet the challenges of the growing insurgency problem in the North-east backed by the ISI and other foreign powers. A State BJP delegation left for the national capital on Oct 25 to meet Advani and discuss the party's strategies for the North-east.

NDFB invited for talks: Gogoi

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Oct 25 said that the State Government had written to NDFB chairman Ranjan Daimari alias D.R.Nabla to nominate a few leaders who would represent the organization during formulation of the ceasefire ground rules and in the peace talks that would follow.

Govt must involve Bodos in talks with NDFB: Hagrama:

Guwahati: BTAD chief Hagrama Mohilary on Oct 25 sounded a warning that if the Bodo leaders are not involved in the talks with the NDFB, they would lodge a strong protest with the Government as it was a serious matter for the future of the Bodo community. He said that State Government should have informed the BTAD about the development of the peace process as it is a matter related to the Bodo community, and the BTAD represents the entire community.

Govt moved, some teachers get Rs 2.60 a day!

Guwahati: About 60,000 high school teachers in the state have sought Governor Lt Gen (retd) Ajai Singh's intervention in solving their long-standing demands to create a congenial atmosphere for the uplift of education in Assam. The Assam High School Teachers' Association, which submitted a memorandum to the Governor on Oct 25, stated that since 1991 not a single school was placed under provincialization although 1,333 schools had been recognized by the Board of Secondary Education, Assam (SEBA). "The teachers of these schools are rendering their services for a meager daily wage of Rs 2.60. More than 90 teachers had retired without any financial assistance from the Government", said Dimbeswar Chetia, president of the Association.

News on 25th October '04 

Telecast of Mitar Tita Mitha: 

Guwahati: Actor-producer-director Mehtab hussain's comedy serial Mitar Tita Mitha which became popular through Guwahati DD, is presently being telecast on DD's satellite channel(Channel-13) every Sunday night since Oct 2. The serial would cover the entire North East besides neighbouring countries. Hussain has written the story, script and lyrics. The artistes in the serial include Chetana Das, Badal Das, Madhusmita Saikia and Mehtab Hussain. A VCD with six episodes of the serial was also released recently.

Classical music programme:

Kanak Kali Sangeet Mahavidyalaya, a premier music institution of the city, organized a classical music evening on Sept 27 at the Pensioner's Bhavan, Chandmari, Guwahati. The programme was part of the ongoing celebrations launched in May this year, to mark the Silver Jubilee of the Mahavidyalaya, and specifically, to mark the birth anniversary of its founder, Sangeetjyoti Late Birendra kumar Phukan. The evening's programme included kheyal by Pt Shiben Banerjee and Nomita Sarma, bhajans by Pragyan Barua, Dibyajyoti Sangmai's tabla recital, and Mandira Barua's sarod recital. As part of the ongoing celebrations, Pandit Ajoy chakravarty of Kolkata is due to perform in the city under the aegis of the Mahavidyalaya on November 27. Those interested may contact the organizers at 2410626, 2474998,2604258,98640-15532, or 98640-32991 for further information.

Soundtrack of Anurag released:

The audio cassette of the songs Dwimu Films's Anurag, directed by Bidyut Chakravarty, was released on Oct 9 by Jnanpith award winner and celebrated writer Mamoni Raisom goswami at a function held on the occasion. Anurag, a full-length Assamese feature film, is produced by two enterprising women, Anjali Daimari and Rajani Brahma Basumatary. The musical score is by Diganta Kalita, who has also penned the lyrics. The songs have been rendered by Zubeen Garg, Swaswati Phukan, Albela and Diganta Kalita. The musical arrangement is by Aniruddha Barua. The film featuring a good number of veteran and popular artistes, is likely to be released on November 5. Raj Music is the distributor for the audio cassette.

Honour to Goma Sarma:

Smt Goma Sarma, a poet and lyricist of Guwahati was recently awarded the Subhadra Kumari Chowhan Janma Satabdi Sanman by the Jamini academy of Panipath, Haryana. Smt Sarma writes in both Nepali and Assamese. She has two books in Nepali while her collection of Assamese poems is titled Brahmaputra Pora Bagmotiloi. A Nepali by birth, Smt Sarma is also a singer and actress. Her Nepali lyrics have been approved by the AIR stations of Guwahati, Sikkim, Delhi and Kolkata and the Doordarshan Kendras of Guwahati and Kolkata, besides the radio and television stations of Nepal. Dr Bhupen Hazarika has sung a Nepali song for the first time, written by her, for the audio cassette Doke. 
Assam girl shines:

Abhishruti Bezbaruah of Guwahati and a student of Mayo Girls School, Ajmer, won the individual championship, 2004 among 700 participants representing 19 public schools from all over India. The competitions in different streams were recently held as part of the All India Public Schools Cultural Festival. An upcoming classical vocalist, she rendered raga yaman in druti and tarana. She participated in five events. Abhishruti, a class XII student of the school, is a talented singer as well as a dancer. Her performance at the festival was highly appreciated by the public and press. Leela Venkataraman, well-known critic writes in The Hindu: "No mean achievement for Mayo school to groom a Hindustani classical vocalist like Abhishruti Bezbaruah whose musical imagination soared in improvisation". Muzaffar Ali, well-known film-maker, and his wife Mira presented the championship award to Abhishruti.

City advocate in cricket team for Lanka tour:

Guwahati: City advocate Debojit Saikia has been selected to represent Indian Advocates Cricket Team which will tour Sri Lanka. The side will play a three-match series beginning Oct 17.

East Zone Kho Kho gets under way:

Guwahati: The XIII East Zone Kho Kho Championship for men and women got under way on Friday at city SAI center. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi inaugurated the three-day meet in the afternoon on Oct 15. Ten States are taking part in the tournament, which is being organized by the Assam Kho Kho Association. 

News on 24th October '04
Gogoi's attitude reflects involvement of other ministers with ultras: AISF; 

AGP dares CM to arrest Dr Barman, Narah:

Guwahati: Close on the heels of the State-wide condemnation of the alleged nexus of Assam Minister for Health and Family Welfare, Higher, Technical and Adult Education, Pension and Public Grievances, Assam Accord Implementation Dr Bhumidhar Barman and Assam Minister for WPT & BC, Assam Resources, Relief and Rehabilitation Bharat Narah with the outlawed ULFA, the main Opposition party of Assam Legislative Assembly, AGP, has challenged Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi to arrest both the ministers if he had the courage to do so.

City to host eastern India body building:
Guwahati: Eastern India Body Building Championship, "Mr Eastern India" will be held in the city from November 30. this for the first time the tournament will be held in Guwahati. The general secretary of the Association of Body Builders Kamrup, Tapan Kumar Baishya said that top body builders from Assam, Jharkhand, Sikkim, Nagaland, Manipur, Meghalaya, Tripura and other states of the eastern India will take part in the championship which will be held in the District Library auditorium.

58 GTC dominate Gorkha boxing meet:
Guwahati: The 58Gorkha Training Centre boxing team have lifted the Gorkha Brigade Boxing Championship Trophy 2004-05. in the keenly contested finals held at the Zoru Bakshi Hall of 58 GTC in Shillong on Oct 15, the host pugilists dominated the proceeding right through and won 11 gold. All together four boxing teams from various Gorkha battalions participated in the four-day championships.

Rongmon released on Oct 15:

RB Films' second offering, an entertaining social Assamese film, Rongmon, is releasing on Oct 15 simultaneously at Jorhat, Tezpur and Dhemaji. The film is directed by Amal Barua and has a number of newcomers including the romantic pair Nayan Nilim and Sohani Goswami. The story, script and dialogue have been written by director Barua catering to the tastes of all sections of viewers. Lalit Bharali is the chief producer while Pankaj Konwar, Prosenjit Barua and Tarun Dihingia are the producers. Manas Rabin has scored the music while Nirmal Deka handles the camera.

State soccer team leave for Delhi:

Guwahati: The senior state soccer squad left for Delhi to take part in the Santosh Trophy Football championship which got under way on Oct 14. Some of the key footballers, who represented OIL team in the second semi final of the Bordoloi Trophy, couldn't accompany the team. The secretary of the Assam Football Association Kedar Mour said that the rest members of the team will leave for Delhi on Oct 15.

13th East Zone Kho Kho begins on Oct 15:

Guwahati: The XIII East Zone Kho Kho Championship will start on Oct 15 at the SAI center. Around 280 participants from the meet, organized by the Assam Kho Kho association. The meet will be inaugurated by Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi. A cultural programme will also be held during the inaugural function.

Akum to lead State squad for Santosh Trophy:

Guwahati: Akum Ao will lead Assam in the forthcoming Santosh Trophy Football Tournament which will get under way at Delhi on Oct 14. The State squad, announced on Oct 13 by the Assam Football Association, will play its first match in the tournament on Oct 17 against Gujarat. The other group matches of Assam are scheduled on Oct 19 and Oct 21 against host Delhi and Madhya Pradesh respectively.

Assam Rifles to take part in Durand tourney:

Guwahati: Assam Rifles will once again take part in the Durand Football Championship to be held at Delhi in the third week of this month. The side will play its first match in the tournament on Oct 23. Although AFA was probing an inquiry against Assam Rifles for their unsporting behaviour in a recent tournament, yet gave the green signal to side for the Durand tournament. The secretary of AFA Kedar Mour on Oct 13 admitted that Assam Rifles have been given the permission to for the Delhi tournament. It may be mentioned here that last year, too, Assam rifles participated in the tournament and performed credibly.

13th EZ kho from Oct 15:

Guwahati: The XIII East Zone Kho Kho Championship for men and women will be held at city SAI center from Oct 15. Ten States will take part in the meet, organized by the Assam Kho Kho Association in association with Guwahati City Kho Kho Association. The president of the Assam Kho Kho Association Rajiv Prakash Baruah on Oct 13, said that apart from host Assam; Orissa, Nagaland, Madhya Pradesh (affiliation in East Zone), Jharkhand, Bihar, West Bengal, Sikkim, Tripura and Manipur will be seen in action in the three-day tournament. Baruah added that the meet will be inaugurated by Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi. A cultural programme will also be held during the inaugural function. Meanwhile a national-level kho kho referee examination will also be held during the meet. 

News on 23rd October '04 

ASDC for united effort against Govt 'apathy'; urges KLNLF to call off strike:

Diphu: Expressing serious concern over the indefinite bandh called by the KLNLF, which has paralyzed life in Karbi Anglong, the Autonomous State Demand committee (ASDC) and Karbi Students' Association (KSA) have demanded the KLNLF to call off the strike for the greater interest of the society. Stressing on the need for an united effort against the 'apathetic' attitude of the government, the ASDC has alleged that the State Government is neglecting the demands of the KLNLF. Vehemently opposing various activities of the Tarun Gogoi-led Congress Government in the State towards the demands of the ASDC and the KSA, Mr Haliram Terang, president of the ASDC, said, "the mysterious silence of the Centre and the State Governments and the Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council (KAAC) towards the problems of the people of the district reflects the apathy of the government towards us."

News on 22nd October '04
Sarat Sinha flays Governor:

Bilasipara: Reacting to the Governor Lt Gen (retd) Ajai Singh's remark that peace is very much prevailing in Assam, veteran politician and former Chief Minister Sarat Chandra Sinha, has made a scathing attack on Mr Singh and urged the Governor to take serious note of the insurgency problem of Assam. The veteran politician also vehemently criticized the Governor for his failure to realize the militancy problem seriously. "If the situation in Assam is normal, why did President APJ Abdul Kalam and UN Secretary General Kofi Annan condemn the series of militant attacks in Assam", Mr Sinha queried. It may be recalled here that even though the people of the State are reeling under the violence of the militants, specially after the bomb blast during the Independence Day celebration at the Dhemaji College parade ground, the remark of governor Lt Gen (retd) Ajai Singh here recently that peace is very much prevailing in Assam, has raised many an eye brow.

News on 21st October '04
Gogoi's attitude reflects involvement of other ministers with ultras: AISF;

AGP dares CM to arrest Dr Barman, Narah:

Guwahati: Close on the heels of the State-wide condemnation of the alleged nexus of Assam Minister for Health and Family Welfare, Higher, Technical and Adult Education, Pension and Public Grievances, Assam Accord Implementation Dr Bhumidhar Barman and Assam Minister for WPT & BC, Assam Resources, Relief and Rehabilitation Bharat Narah with the outlawed ULFA, the main Opposition party of Assam Legislative Assembly, AGP, has challenged Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi to arrest both the ministers if he had the courage to do so.

News on 20th October '04
NDFB has got in touch with us: CM

Guwahati: The suspense over the outlawed NDFB's truce offer ended on Oct 14 with the rebel group formally communicating its readiness for a ceasefire to the Assam Government. "I can only say that we have received a communication from the NDFB with the group offering its desire for a ceasefire. We shall immediately communicate this to the Centre", Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi told on Oct 14.

CPI demands arrest of Barman, Narah:

Guwahati: The CPI has demanded immediate arrest of Assam Health Minister Dr Bhumidhar Barman and Minister for Welfare of Plain Tribes and Backward Classes Bharat Narah for their alleged nexus with the proscribed ULFA. "Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi should, at least, remove these two tainted ministers from his Cabinet to pave the way for an inquiry into the allegation against them", CPI national executive member Promode Gogoi said while briefing newsman in the party office here on Oct 14. "The allegation that the two senior ministers hobnob with militants has proved that the ruling party has been helping the insurgents in many ways," Gogoi said. On the ceasefire declared by the NDFB, he said that the State Government should respond positively. He urged the Prime Minister, Dr Manmohan Singh to convene an all-party meeting to discuss the situation in Assam.

Governor raps city officials for poor devp:

Guwahati: Assam Governor Lt General (retd) Ajai Singh has expressed serious concern over poor progress of work in the concerned government departments responsible for development of the city. At a meeting called in the Raj Bhavan on Oct 14, The Governor pulled up the officers for lackadaisical approach to their job and asked them to work in a time-bound manner. Principal Secretary of Urban Development PK Choudhury, PWD Commissioner-Special Secretary Ananda Borgohain, Finance Secretary Hasan Ali, GMC Commissioner Archana Varma, City Mayor Kushal Sharma, Kamrup (Metro) DC AK Absar Hazarika and City SP HC Nath were present in the meeting.

Govt to release Rs 10 cr for refugee settlement:

Guwahati: The State Government has agreed to release Rs 10 crore for the permanent settlement of refugees camping in Bongaigaon and Kokrajhar districts since the last seven years and more. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi has agreed to the proposal submitted by Health Minister Dr Bhumidhar Barman in this regard. Dr Barman is the chairman of the Cabinet Sub-Committee on rehabilitation of refugees.

Oust Cong, appeals Brindaban:

Guwahati: On the 19th foundation day of the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP), president Brindaban Goswami has appealed to the people of Assam to oust the Congress from power in the 2006 Assembly elections. Meanwhile, founder president and two-time chief minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta said that it was the appropriate time for the party men to work to strengthen the regional party to enable it to return to power in the next polls. Mahanta, though, was not invited to any of the meetings organized by the party on the occasion of its foundation day.

HC asks CBI for report on Apang case:

Guwahati: The Gauhati High Court has directed to CBI counsel on Oct 14 to place a report on the inquiry that was ordered into the Rs 124-crore scam in the powder department of Arunachal Pradesh. Hearing a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) filed by Gautam Uzir, senior advocate and member of the Bar Association, Gauhati High Court, the Division Bench of chief Justice (Acting) D Biswas and Justice Ranjan Gogoi, by an order directed Mr DK Das, the CBI counsel, to submit a report of the investigation before the court indicating the status of the investigation with November 22 next.

City software park does poor business, Govt push lacking:

Guwahati: Even four years after its inauguration, the Software Technology Park of India (STPI), Guwahati, the international gateway for IT exports, is not doing satisfactory business. The Assam Government is doing little for the promotion of IT entrepreneurship in the State and attracting big IT companies for proper utilization of the Guwahati STPI, which was set up on August 13, 2000 at Borjhar, near the Lokapriya Gopinath Bordoloi International Airport here. During the past four years, as many as 35 IT firms have registered their names under the Guwahati STPI. Out of the firms, only one firm, Grace INET Solutions Pvt Ltd, is using its bandwidth for the export of IT-enabled services from this easternmost software park of India. Due to its poor performance up to 2003, the third year of its inception, the Ministry of Communication and Information Technology, in its review meeting, had directed the Guwahati STPI in strong words to generate its own income for its existence. The Ministry said that it would be compelled to wind up the software park here. "We are trying our best to utilize the existing infrastructure and have succeeded in generating surplus revenue to utilize it in recurring expenditures in the past one year", Mr Prabir K Das, Director of the Guwahati STPI told.

News on 19th October '04
Assam Govt not sincere on peace offer: Bodo group

Guwahati: The All Boro Forum has alleged that the State Government is not taking a sincere approach in responding to the unilateral truce offer made by the National Democratic Front of Boroland. If the Government was sincere, it would have formally asked the forum to ascertain the credibility of the NDFB's ceasefire declaration, general secretary of the forum Bhramon Baglari told from Udalguri on Oct 13.

Floods: Assam seeks Rs 2,262-crore aid; Jaiswal came, saw and left; parroted CM on NDFB:

Guwahati: Union Minister of State for Home Sriprakash Jaiswal has said that the State Government should ascertain the authenticity of the NDFB's truce declaration and accordingly inform the Centre. He was addressing newspersons in the city on Oct 13 after visiting the flood-affected parts of Goalpara. "We are hopeful that something will come out of it (the offer) by Oct 15", Jaiswal said, adding that an official communication from the militant outfit is necessary to push the peace process ahead. O the flood scene in Goalpara, the Union Minister said that the situation there was in fact grim. The Centre will give all possible assistance to the State Government in providing relief to the flood victims, Jaiswal said, adding that he was not going to announce any special flood package now as the Central Government would have to assess the damage first. Assam Health Minister Dr Bhumidhar Barman, who had accompanied Jaiswal to flood-ravaged Goalpara, said that the State Government was seeking an amount of Rs 2,262 crore from the Centre to meet the flood exigencies.

Chopper delay holds up Jaiswal at airport:

Guwahati: Call it lack of communication or utter irresponsibility on part of the people concerned, Sriprakash Jaiswal, the Union Minister of state for Home, was stranded in the Gopinath Bordoloi International Airport here for almost four hours as the helicopter that was meant to fly him to survey the flood-ravaged areas of Goalpara did not arrive in time. State Health Minister Dr Bhumidhar Barman, who had gone to the airport to receive the Union Minister and accompany him to Goalpara, did not have any inkling of the matter as the Centre was responsible for communicating with the authorities concerned that would have provided Mr Jaiswal with the helicopter. Ironically, the authorities concerned too did not have any information about the Minister's visit. Although the onus had fallen on 'lack of communication', is a matter of grave concern since the Union Minister was scheduled to visit the flood-affected areas of Goalpara and assess the situation. It may be mentioned that Mr Jaiswal had come to Assam as the Union Home Minister Mr Shivraj Patil had to cancel his trip. However, with long-winding communications a helicopter was brought to the airport at around 3.30 p.m and the ministers left for Goalpara at 4 p.m. Sources said that they did a survey of the area for about 40 minutes.

Kalita's bail petition moved:

Guwahati: Senior advocate PK Goswami, on behalf of his client, who has been absconding since a suo moto case has been registered against him by the Chandmari Police, moved the anticipatory bail petition to the Gauhati High Court on Oct 13. Justice Amitava Roy accepted the petition and instructed the police to produce the related case diary to the Court on or before Oct 15, the date fixed for the hearing.

TAI push for tea as 'national drink':

Guwahati: The conference of the stakeholders of the Tea Association of India (TAI) has recommended to the Government to declare tea as the 'national drink', even as it requested the authorities to fix the rate of value-added tax (VAT) on tea at 4 per cent instead of the proposed 12.5 percent. The conference which was held in New Delhi recently also recommended several measures to tide over the recessions in the tea industry since 1999. considering the fact that India is the largest consumer of tea in the world and that the practice of tea in the world and that the practice of tea drinking is widespread in both rural and urban areas in the country, tea might be declared as the national drink, the TAI said.

Nagen Goswami passes away:

Guwahati: Former Administrator of the Guwahati Municipal Corporation and eminent politician Nagen Goswami passes away in the morning on Oct 13. he was 59. Goswami was the husband of Sangeeta Goswami, convenor of the Assam chapter of the 'People for Animals'. According to the family sources, Goswami was suffering from cardiac ailment.

News on 18th October '04
NDFB truce terms being framed, top cop in Delhi:

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Oct 17 said that the Government had already 'softened' the military operations against the NDFB following the outfit's positive response to enter into peace talks with the Government after a ceasefire. Gogoi said that as the formal official process would take a few more days, the offensive against the NDFB had ceased on unofficial level. It may be mentioned here that the NDFB had reciprocated Gogoi's appeal made on September 30 to respond positively to an offer of ceasefire by ceasing hostilities. Subsequently, the NDFB chairman DR Nabla sent a letter to the State Government through a messenger on Oct 14 agreeing to a ceasefire to create a congenial atmosphere for peace talks. Assam Government has since taken up the matter with the Centre. Assam Police IG (SB) Khagen Sarma left for New Delhi on Oct 17 to chalk out the modalities for the peace talks in consultation with the Intelligence Bureau.

'Total autonomy, dual citizenship may untie ULFA bind'; Name interlocutor, city round-table urges Delhi:

Guwahati: Speakers participating at a round table organized by a city think-tank has exhorted the Assam Government to offer a unilateral ceasefire with the outlawed ULFA, called upon the Centre to appoint an interlocutor to prepare the ground and facilitate peace talks with the rebel group (ULFA) and emphasized on the need for 'economic independence' for Assam. The Round Table on the topic 'Breaking the deadlock for a road to peace in Assam' was organized by the Guwahati-based Centre for Development and Peace Studies (CDPS), an independent non-profit think-tank engaged in research and writings on the micro and macro-level issues in the fields of development and peace in Assam and North-east in general, a CDPS statement said.

'Cong-ULFA' links: BJP wants CBI investigation:

Guwahati: The State unit of the BJP has demanded the dismissal of the two Congress ministers for their alleged links with the ULFA. It also demanded a CBI inquiry into the matter to bring out the truth.

'October 2 rebel strikes followed Dhaka meet':

Guwahati: About six to seven militant groups of the North-east met in an undisclosed location in Bangladesh capital Dhaka last month and decided to augment violence and other subversive activities in the region on Oct 2. Apart from the ULFA, other extremist outfits based in Tripura, Manipur and Meghalaya, including the KLO of west Bengal, took part in the meeting which was held at the behest of the ISI and other anti-India forces.

SC, ST bodies move Sonia to fill 12,000 backlog jobs:

Guwahati: The Coordination Committee of several ST and Sc organizations of the State have submitted a representation to Congress president and UPA chairperson Sonia Gandhi, urging her to direct the Assam Government to fill up the accumulated backlog of 12,352 vacancies for ST and SC vacancies are available in 38 government departments of the State.

CM welcomes Mamoni bid to broker peace:

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Oct 17 welcomed the reported statement of noted writer and Jyanpith Award winner Mamoni Raisom Goswami that she favoured talks with the banned ULFA to end the vexed insurgency problem of Assam. "From the government's side we have always welcomed any move to bring a lasting peace in Assam and if it is really true then it is very good," Gogoi told. He said the government if required will provide all necessary cooperation to facilitate such a process whether it is by her or any other person in the greater interest of the people of the State.

'Green Guru' seeks Gogoi push on Himalaya policy:

Guwahati: Noted environmentalist and leader of the Chipko Movement in the early 1970s in northern India, Sunderlal Bahuguna has mooted a Himalaya Policy, covering the entire mountain range from Afghanistan to Myanmar for maintaining ecological balance in the subcontinent. He called on Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi in the last evening on Oct 16 to him to take an initiative as the head of the Government of a State which is the worst sufferer in folds and erosion.

DDK Director DK Rabha passes away:

Guwahati: Director of Doordarshan Kendra, Guwahati, Dhiren Kumar Rabha on Oct 17 died following a massive heart attack at Bangalore Airport. He was 59 and survived by a son and a daughter. Rabha had gone to Bangalore for an official meeting and was waiting to catch a flight back home when he developed chest pain. He collapsed on the lounge of the airport and died later.

News on 17th October '04
NE States vow to keep tab on B'desh, Myanmar:

Guwahati: The conference of the DGPs and IGPs of the north-eastern States on Oct 16 focused on how to deal with the loopholes in the internal security system of neighbouring countries that are promoting militancy in region. Special Director of the Intelligence Bureau (IB) NC Padhi, who attended the conference, said that the major insurgent groups of the region are taking shelter in neighbouring countries and the matter would be taken up with the Centre.

Bahuguna warns against river-linking:

Guwahati: Noted environmentalist and pioneer of the Chipko Movement Sunderlal Bahuguna on Oct 16 reiterated his opposition to the proposed river linking project by the Centre, which has already created much has already created much hue and cry in Assam, observing that the equilibrium of nature should not be disturbed further.

Bhagya gets bail:

Guwahati: After verifying the case diary submitted to him by the police, Justice Amitabha Roy of the Gauhati High Court on Oct 16 granted bail to city-based contractor Bhagya Kalita in the case of alleged vandalism at the PWD office here some days ago on the ground of 'lack of sufficient prima-facie evidence'.

Simplify I-T laws: Naolekar:

Guwahati: Justice Prakash Prabhakar Naolekar of the Supreme Court on Oct 16 said that the Income Tax Act has to be made simpler and understandable to the people in general. Delivering the key-note address before a distinguished gathering during the 2nd Tax Payers' Awareness Programme at the conference hall of the Guwahati Tea Auction Centre, he said that tax laws of the country should be amended in such a manner that the common people need not go to the experts to understand it. "The Act requires simplification, so that compliance of tax laws can be fully implemented", he added.

News on 16th October '04
I hope ULFA will follow suit: Gogoi; Assam to lower heat on NDFB, Delhi moved:
Guwahati: Hectic activities are on at Dispur following the receipt of a formal communiqué from the National Democratic Front of Boroland (NDFB) about its truce offer to the Government on Oct 14. The State Government has taken up the issue with the Centre for a reciprocal declaration of a ceasefire with the NDFB. The State Government cannot declare a truce with the Bodo outfit on its own in view of the fact that a Unified Command Structure is in place in the State. However, the Government has asked the security forces to slow down the anti-insurgency operations currently on against the NDFB.
Jt fight on terror key focus at DGs' meet:
Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Oct 15 said that arms and drugs smuggling and illegal migration from neighbouring countries are matters of concern in the State and that there was a need to curb these activities. He also said that the intelligence network should be strengthened in the region to tackle insurgency in an effective manner. The Chief Minister was delivering the keynote address, while inaugurating the two-day meet of the DGPs and IGPs of the North-eastern States, including Sikkim and West Bengal, at the Assam Police Headquarters in the city on Oct 15. the convention has been organized by the Intelligence Bureau.
Target: Panbazar BSNL office; Rebel bomb raid foiled in city, 1 held:
Guwahati: A major catastrophe was averted when an attempt to blow up the strategic Panbazar BSNL telephone exchange, located in the heart of the city, was foiled on Oct 15. One Ranjan Chakraborty of Bahjani area in Nalbari district was arrested by the police in this connection. The incident happened around noon.
Kabilan new Assam Chief Secretary:
Guwahati: Assam Additional Chief Secretary S Kabilan has been appointed as the Chief Secretary as the incumbent, Mr JP Rajkhowa, is going to retire on Oct 31. Kabilan, who hails from Tamil Nadu, is an Assam-Meghalaya cadre IAS officer of 1972 batch. He has served for 15 years in Assam and three years in Meghalaya in various capacities. He had also been the financial advisor to the Government of India for five years.
Mamoni's 'ULFA report' to PM soon:
Guwahati: Jnanpith award winner Indira Goswami would submit a report to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh by November 15 on her effort to bring the ULFA to the negotiation table. She reiterated her stand that she would continue to place herself as a mediator between the United Liberation Front of Asom and the Centre for possible talks.
ACMs brokers smooth bonus payment in TEs:
Guwahati: Barring a hitch at Makalbari tea estate in Dibrugarh district on Oct 14, payment of bonus to tea workers in Assam is going on smoothly with the INTUC affiliated Asam Chah Mazdoor Sangha (ACMS) negotiating with garden owners. Madhusudan Khandait, general secretary, ACMS, which is playing the key role in bilateral bonus rate negotiation, claimed that the rates in different gardens ranged from a minimum 8.33 percent to maximum 20 percent. Payment of bonus in 80 percent tea estates of the State will be over by Oct 16.
A one-man army battling Guwahati's ills:
Guwahati: He is not your regular octogenarian who walks with a slump. At the ripe age of 82, Amal Chandra Hazarika still possess the zeal of a young man who hoes to his morning walks, not with a walking stick but with a camera. For Hazarika, fondly known as Bhaimon, has the uncanny knack of capturing distasteful objects on the lens. He does this to visually represent the anomalous activities going around him to the powers-that-be to seek remedial action, particularly on the civic problems facing Guwahati.
News on 15th October '04
Arrests expose two ULFA front outfits in State: 

Sivasagar: Two back-to-back arrests by the Sivasagar Police since on Oct 11 have for the first time exposed the existence of two front organizations of the outlawed ULFA, the police said. Acting on specific information, a police team from Sivasagar on Oct 11 arrested Pallab Borbora from Golaghat. Sivasagar SP Debojit Hazarika told that Borbora is the president of the Assam Students' and Youth Organization. "This organization has been active since 2002 and was working under the direct supervision of ULFA chairman Arabinda Rajkhowa", Hazarika said. On Oct 10, the Sivasagar Police arrested Amiya Buragohain, secretary of the Axom Sachetan Mahila Mancha from the Nitaipukhuri area. The SP said that these two leaders were both operating from Kakopathar on the border with Arunachal Pradesh. While Borbora has been given five days' police remand, Buragohain has been sent to jail custody on Oct 11. Police sources said that these two significant arrest have been made following disclosures made by two ULFA activists, Nirob Chetia and Arup Terang, who were arrested by the Sivasagar Police on Oct 1. Chetia and Terang have given police custody for five more days on Oct 11.

Moran polls: battle lines drawn, campaign ends:

Moran: The battle lines for the Moran Assembly elections has been drawn as campaigning came to an end in the evening on Oct 12. leaders of various political parties, including the candidates themselves, were seen making last minute efforts to woo voters in their favour. A three-cornered contest in on the cards among the Congress, the AGP and the NCP. The locals of Lalmati Tinkunia village told that they want good roads, medical facilities and an end to man-elephant conflicts. Several voters of the area the lamented the non-performance of both the Congress and the AGP during the last 50 years. Meanwhile, the district administration has made elaborate arrangements for the smooth conduct of the polls.

Gogoi has no moral right to continue as CM: Swami 

Tinsukia: "Assam now bears the brunt of electing an inefficient Chief Minister. Tarun Gogoi has no moral right to continue as the Chief Minister, and he must resign", said former Union Minister of State for Home I D Swami while commenting on the recent spate in violence in the State. On his way back from electioneering in Arunachal Pradesh, Swami said that Gogoi was trying to shrug his responsibility by passing the buck on the Central Government in matters relating to anti-insurgency measures. The former NDA Government had sanctioned Rs 18 crore to equip the State police force on counter-insurgency operations, and to raise the India Reserve Ballation (IRB), but the Gogoi government had failed to implement the scheme properly, Swami said, adding that the assistance had been extended to purchase sophisticated weapons, communication devices and to raise additional IRB battalions. On question of talks with ULFA, Swami maintained that the militants must abjure violence before initiating talks. That should be the first precondition to be laid by any government, he observed. 

News on 14th October '04
Flood toll rises to 175, more assistance needed, says Gogoi; Assam Plan outlay Rs 2,101 crore this fiscal, up by 18%: 

Guwahati: Assam has received Rs 2,101.55 crore from the Centre as the Plan outlay for the fiscal 2004-'05, which is an increase of 18.6 percent over last year. The NDA Government had granted Rs 1,780 crore to the State last year. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi said that the State Government has received Rs 321.55 crore more than what it had received in the last fiscal. The AGP Government in the last year of its term had got Rs 1,520 crore, Gogoi added. The Chief Minister said that the State Government had received Rs 61 crore as additional Central assistance last year, and this year it has received Rs 240 crore, which is an increase of Rs 179 crore over last year. Besides, the State Government received Rs 22 crore this year from the Centre as special plan assistance. The Chief Minister announced that the entire amount of 240 crore which it had received as additional Central assistance would be used for flood damage repair. The Centre has sanctioned Rs 540 crore as flood relief to the State.

CM: No official word from NDFB:

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi said here on Oct 12 that the State Government had not yet received any formal communication from the NDFB about its unilateral ceasefire offer with effect from October 15. Asked to comment on the recent offer made by the All Boro Peace Forum to ascertain the authenticity of the NDFB ceasefire, Gogoi said that the militant outfit had not authorized the Bodo body to broker talks with the State Government. However, the Chief Minister said that if anybody was willing to take the initiative to facilitate a dialogue process with the militant outfits, they were free to go ahead. Gogoi said that there was no hard and fast rule that the militant outfits should respond to his truce offer by October 15 only. The doors for talks are always open, he said, adding that the ULFA had never contacted the State Government for peace talks.

Polling booths not disabled-friendly; Group may drag Arunachal Govt to court:

Guwahati: The Shishu Sarothi, a center for rehabilitation and training for people with multiple disability, has alleged that the Arunachal Pradesh Government disobeyed the Supreme Court order which stipulated that the polling booths be made accessible to disabled people for the exercise of their right to franchise in the just concluded Assembly elections in the State. The Regional Disability Law Unit (RDLU) of the North-east is now exploring legal options to file a public interest litigation in this regard against the State Government, said Ms Ketaki Bordoloi, project coordinator of the RDLU, which is a project of the Shishu Sarothi, aimed at enhancing awareness about the laws relating to the protection of disability rights.

Oct 13 a working day: Assam Govt:

Guwahati: The Assam Government, in a corrigendum issued on Oct 12, marked as a holiday in the government calendar, is a working day. This mistake in printing occurred inadvertently, the corrigendum said while regretting for the mistake. 

News on 13th October '04 

Narah's aide quizzed by cops on Dhemaji blast: 

Guwahati: City Police on Oct 11 picked up as many as 15 people, including the personal secretary of WPT & BC Minister Bharat Chandra Narah, Khashru Ahmed Barbhuyan and one sub-inspector of schools, Dayakrishna Gogoi, for interrogation in connection with the August 15 Dhemaji blast. However, all of them were allowed to go after the interrogation as no evidence has been found against them. They were picked up on basis of the statement made by one Mihir Handique, vice president of Dhemaji Town Congress Committee, who was arrested by the police a few days back for his alleged involvement in the Dhemaji blast, where 13 schoolchildren and women lost their lives.

Gogoi rejects Bodo group's mediation bid:

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Oct 11 rejected the offer of mediation from the All Bodo Peace Forum (ABPF), a newly-formed body, which had announced on Oct 10 that it could serve as the facilitator in the peace talks between the Government and NDFB. A ten-member delegation of the forum, led by its president Moniram Mochahari and general secretary Bhramon Baglari, had met the Chief Minister at his residence to apprise him of its willingness to mediate between the State Government and the outlawed NDFB and the outlawed NDFB that had announced a unilateral declaration of ceasefire on Oct 8. The Chief Minister, however, rejected the offer saying that he could not allow the forum to do so.

Toll up to 165, CM talks of liberal relief:

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Oct 11 visited the flood-ravaged areas in Goalpara district and instructed the district administration to be on high alert to tackle the post-flood scenario. Meanwhile, medical teams from the Guwahati Medical College and Hospital have been rushed to Goalpara with stocks of medicine. According to UNI, the death toll in the current wave of flash floods in Assam has risen to 165, with Goalpara district alone accounting for the maximum 148 deaths.

ST status to Assam ethnic groups; Tribal Sangh to move Court if Bill comes up in House:

Guwahati: The All Assam Tribal Sangh (AATS) has threatened to go to the court if the Union Government tables a Bill in the winter session of Parliament to include the Koch-Rajbongshi, Tai Ahom, Chutia, Moran, Motok and tea tribes communities in the list of ST (Plains) of Assam. It may be mentioned here that the five communities and the Sangh are at loggerheads over the matter of inclusion of these communities in the ST (Plains) list. A delegation comprising representatives of all the five communities and the State Government had recently called on national leaders and officials to mobilize support for the inclusion of the communities in the list. On the other hand, a delegation of the apex tribal body of the State also went to New Delhi recently to submit a memorandum to Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh, registering unequivocal opposition by the Scheduled Tribes (Plains) of Assam to the move of the Assam Government for inclusion of the five communities.

Assault of Assam netball team in Bihar: statewide dharna by AASU on Oct 12;

NESO, AASU hail NDFB truce offer; urge ULFA to follow suit:

Guwahati: The North East Students' Union (NESO) and the All Assam Students' Union (AASU) have welcomed the declaration of ceasefire by the National Democratic Front of Boroland (NDFB), and urged the State Government to reciprocate it with a similar gesture. Dr Samujjal Bhattacharyya and NSN Lotha, NESO president and general secretary respectively, and Prabin Boro and Amiyo Kumar Bhuyan, AASU president and general secretary respectively, said that the declaration of ceasefire by the NDFB would help create a congenial atmosphere for talks on the demands of the NDFB. They said that now it was the onus of the State Government to prove its sincerity in solving the militancy problem in the State. They expressed their hope that the initiative taken by the NDFB would lead the State towards peace. The NESO and the AASU leaders urged the United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) and the Assam Government to declare a similar ceasefire, and go for a meaningful dialogue with due respect to the self-respect of both the parties. Meanwhile, the AASU has announced that it will resort to a statewide dharna programme on Oct 12 in protest against the recent assault of the Assam girls' netball team in a train in Bihar by the local youths. 

News on 12th October '04 

NDFB offer: Assam moves Delhi, Bodo group seeks role: 

Guwahati: Though the State Government has not as yet officially received any formal communication from the National Democratic Front of Boroland (NDFB) about the militant outfit's unilateral declaration of ceasefire on Oct 7, it has already informed the Centre about the development even as it waits for an official intimation about the ceasefire offer from the NDFB. According to sources, the State Government has a limited role to play in the peace process between the Centre and the NDFB. The Centre will work out the modalities of the talks, the sources said, adding that the NDFB will directly negotiate with the Centre on the terms and conditions. The State Government will only act as a facilitator, they said.

Nabla kin eager to have him back:

Guwahati: The recent ceasefire declaration by the outlawed NDFB has not only brightened up the prospects of peace in the State, but has also brought immense joy to the family and friends of NDFB president Ranjan Daimary alias DR Nabla, who are eagerly looking forward to meeting him soon. Diamari has not visited his ancestral home since 1986 when the NDFB was formed. Leela Devi Daimari, the elder sister of the NDFB chief, said that the recent developments would pave the way for peace. Leela works as an assistant teacher at Harsinga Higher Secondary School.

Cong has links with ULFA: BJP

Guwahati: After visiting the affected areas in the recent bomb blasts in Dhekiajuli and Dimapur, BJP Central leaders have alleged that the Congress Government in the State has an unholy nexus with the banned ULFA. The leaders have also criticized the Government for its total intelligence failure and the manner in which it had tackled the situation after the blasts.

Meet wants AFSPA out, action in Karbi Anglong:

Guwahati: A citizens' convention, organized by six socio-cultural organizations of the State, has condemned the recent bomb blasts triggered by the ULFA and the NDFB in the State, and also appealed to the State Government not to impose more 'black laws' or carry out military offensive in the name of counter-insurgency operations which generally affected the common people of the region.

Bihar promises safe train travel: Barman

Guwahati: The Bihar Government has taken a serious view of the recent incident at Begusarai station in Bihar in which members of the Assam women netball team were harassed by a few miscreants, while they were returning in the Avadh-Assam Express from New Delhi after participating in a tournament there. This was disclosed by Assam Health Minister Dr Bhumidhar Barman, while talking over phone from Patna on Oct 10. Barman and State Additional DGP (CID) Shankar Barua had left for the Bihar capital on Oct 9 to take up the matter with the Bihar Government.

Bodies on the ground, vultures above; Goalpara situation grim, more bodies found on Oct 11:

Guwahati: The death toll in the flash floods in Goalpara district has gone up to 94 withy the recovery of 33 more bodies during rescue operations on Oct 10. Army troopers with boats have been working round-the-clock to rescue the marooned people of the affected areas. Commissioner secretary to the Chief Minister, BK Gohain said that the State Additional Chief Secretary, CK Das, has been camping in the district and supervising the rescue operations there. Meanwhile, State Revenue Minister Gautam Roy ans Sar Development Minister Wajid Ali Choudhury have been visiting the affected areas of the district since on Oct 9, he added. The State Government has directed the Goalpara and its neighbouring district administrations to rush reinforcement for rescue operations and cleansing of the carcasses from the areas. At least 182 villages spread over three areas of Dudhnoi, Krishnai and Rongjuli have been hit by the flash floods, and 1.82 lakh people have been affected.

Govt seeks IITG help on city water logging:

Guwahati: MP Kirip Chaliha and Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) Mayor Kushal Sarma on Oct 10 said that Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi had a discussion with a IIT Guwahati Director DR Gautam Barua to tide over the troublesome water logging problem in the city. Gogoi had requested the IITG for imparting technical as well as civil engineering expertise so that a permanent solution to the water logging problem could be made. 

News on 11th October '04
'Zoiinath has lost mental balance'; Ripun pooh poohs Sarma's remark: 

Dibrugarh: Reacting sharply to the allegations of senior AGP leader Zoiinath Sarma, with reference to the FBI offer regarding the recent spate of violence in Assam, that the Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi is trying to sell the secrets of the State to America, Assam Minister for Panchyat and Rural development Ripun Bora has expressed the apprehension that Dr Sarma might have lost mental balance. The minister on Oct 7 clarified that the State Government had received a letter from US Ambassador in which the US Government had expressed its concern over the recent violence and expressed its eagerness to provide support to the State Government. "The chief Minister has made his stand clear that he would take up the matter with the Centre to take future course of action in this regard" Mr Bora said. Ridiculing the remarks of Dr Sarma, Mr Bora said that the former AGP minister (Dr. Sarma) should know that without clearance and approval from the Ministry of External Affairs, the State government cannot take any decision in this regard. "If the State Government has any ill motive, the Congress party as well the Chief Minister could have concealed it from the media", Mr Bora added. He also criticized the senior AGP leader by alleging that Dr Zoiinath Sarma was trying to secure undue political advantage by such shallow talk. When his attention was drawn to reports that Assam Minister for WPT and BC, Water Resources, Parliamentary Affairs Bharat Narah had aided militants by providing his mobile phone, Mr Bora said, "If the published reports are found correct, necessary legal procedure would be initiated accordingly". On the prospect of Congress candidate Jibantara Ghatowar in the forthcoming Moran by-polls, Mr Bora said that voters have rejected AGP and have expressed their desire to vote for Congress party this time. 

News on 10th October '04
NDFB declares ceasefire; Our response soon: Gogoi 

Guwahati: The National Democratic Front of Boroland (NDFB) on Oct 8 declared a ceasefire for a period of six months with effect from Oct 15. in a statement, NDFB president DR Nabla said that the truce has been declared in response and initiate talks with the Government of India". "All the commanders of the Boroland Army are asked immediately to suspend hostilities against India", the statement, also signed by 'Lt Colonel' B Susranggra, chief of the 'Boroland Army', added. It may be mentioned here that Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi had offered a ceasefire with the ULFA and the NDFB on September 30 last, provided the two militant outfits respond to it by October 3 last, the NDFB chief, in an address to the cadres, had talked of considering the ceasefire offer made by Gogoi and conveying his decision within a few days. Nabla had appealed to all the cadres and members of the NDFB to prepare for talks and secure 'freedom' either through peaceful and democratic means or through a prolonged fight with India.

Whither efficacy of Unified Command?:

Guwahati: Some leading citizens of the State, namely Mr Amalendu Guha, Dr Hiren Gohain, Mr Anil Raichoudhury, Mr Siddhartha Lahiri, Mr Keshab Mahanta, Mr Indibor Deuri and Mr Subodh Sharma have expressed serious concern over the spate of violence that rocked the State recently and expressed doubts over the credibility of the Unified Command Structure in the State. In a press release signed by all these noted citizens of the State, they have urged the militant outfits to shun the path of violence and devote their knowledge, time and energy for the development of the society. Coming down heavily on the State government for its failure to take initiatives to tackle the unemployment problem, the release said that the devastation caused by the insurgent outfits of Assam will not help the people to solve the major problems at all.

Deluge chokes city, 11 more buried alive; Army on rescue mission:

Guwahati: Rain continued to wreak havoc on the city for the fourth day on Oct 8, with 11 more lives having been lost since last night in five incidents of mudslide. One woman, Nazma Khatun (25) was electrocuted in Jonali Path near Ganeshguri. As many as 11 people have been injured in these mishaps, forcing the district administration to call the Army to assist in the rescue operations. On the other hand, the district administration, with the help of the Army, carried out rescue operations in the worst waterlogged areas at Nabin Nagar, Anil Nagar, Rehabari and Dhirenpara with five rubber boats, which had been airlifted from Kolkata in the afternoon on Oct 8.

6,000 flood-hit in 12 city relief camps; Venice in Guwahati?:

Guwahati: Venicians would have blushed if they saw boats plying over the free flowing waters of certain Guwahati by-lanes on Oct 8. Army rescue boats were put into action in some parts of the city for its dwellers to come out of their flooded residential areas. The boats remained the only source of conveyance for these areas as no other vehicle could possibly move towards them. To add to the woes, power supply was erratic throughout the day and telephone facilities remained out of order in most parts of the city. Due to disruption in communication and conveyance, educational institutions, offices and certain business establishments registered low attendance. 

News on 9th October '04 

Police reluctant to carry out operation due to poor road communication; 

ULFA team in Jorhat-Golaghat border village?:

Jorhat: The police has received a report that a 12-member team of the ULFA militants, including three women cadres, has been taking shelter in a remote village in an area between Jorhat and Golaghat districts with a view to carry out subversive activities in upper Assam. The team, according to the report, is being led by a senior ULFA leader fro Lakhimpur. According to police sources, road communication to the village situated near the Nagaland border is very poor, and as such, it is very difficult to launch any flush-out operation there. Confirming the report regarding the ULFA team, a top police official said that the police had an information that a 10/12-member team of ULFA militants had entered the area. He also confirmed that the team had three women cadres. The police is, however, not in a position to locate the exact area.

State-wide agitation from Oct 7; Gautam Roy under scanner;

Govt move to setup ministerial team rejected:

Guwahati: The United Disabled Sangram Parishad, Assam, a physically challenged, has lamented the Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi's decision to constitute a Cabinet subcommittee to solve the problems of the disabled of Assam. The Parishad has said that even after having a separate department to solve the problems of the physically challenged, the Chief Minister's plan to constitute a Cabinet committee is nothing but a fresh ploy to betray the disabled people of the State. Meanwhile, in protest against the failure of the State Government, especially the Assam Minister for Social Welfare Department Gautam Roy to address the problems of the physically challenged, various organizations of disabled persons have decided to launch a State-wide series of agitational programme from October 7. The Parishad release further said that on October 7, activists of these organizations will stage dharna, on October 15 road blockade and from October 27, the disabled persons will start fast-unto-death throughout the State.

Assam, Nagaland bleed in serial bombings; 27 die in Assam blast, police stations attacked:

Guwahati: The National Democratic Front of Boroland (NDFB) and the united Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) on Oct 2 triggered a series of blasts at various places in lower Assam that left 27 people, including three of there own cadres dead and over 40 injured. The most barbaric one took place at Makhrijhora, near Gauripur, where 11 people were shot down in indiscriminate firing by the NDFB. The NDFB is observing its 18th 'raising day' on Oct 3. The first incident occurred at Shantipur weekly market along the Indo-Bhutan border in Chirang district in the morning on Oct 2 that killed two persons and injured 14 others, including a CRPF jawan. In another incident, three NDFB militants died in an IED blast in Kadamguri in Udalguri under BTAD in the afternoon on Oct 2.

ULFA rejects talks call, wants Centre's letter:

Guwahati: The United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) on Oct 2 rejected Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi's conditional ceasefire offer and said that they would consider a proposal for talks with the Union Government only if the Centre came out with a "written" commitment to discuss the sovereignty issue.

Major shuffle in Sales Tax dept soon:

Guwahati: The State Government is thinking of effecting a major reshuffle of officers and other employees stationed at the Srirampur and Boxirhat check-gates with a view to streamlining the process of sales tax collection. On the other hand, the Office of the Commissioner of Taxes on Thursday conducted raids on the offices of the Umrangsu-based cement factories in North Cachar Hills district and confiscated a lot of documents. The Office of the Commissioner of Taxes is intent on checking embezzlement at the two check-gates and the Railway, besides increasing the rate of sales tax collection. There are allegations that trucks ferrying goods from outside the State are not being checked properly, resulting in the loss of revenue to the State.

News on 8th October '04
Op against ULFA, NDFB soon; meet finalize strategy on Oct 8: 

Guwahati: An emergency meeting of the Unified Command is scheduled to be held on Oct 8 to finalize the strategy for a massive operation against the ULFA and NDFB, which is going to be launched soon. In a meeting under the aegis of the Union Home Ministry in New Delhi on Oct 6, special attention was accorded to more transparent and closer coordination among the police, Army and CRPF personnel to make counter insurgency operations more effective. According to Government sources, an additional police superintendent in every district of the State will be entrusted to carry on the operation against the insurgent outfits and collect the necessary information about militant activities. Besides, there will be a "special police officer", to be recruited from the local populace, in every district for collecting information regarding the militants, the sources added.

Amazon-type oil search in Brahmaputra soon; OIL to start Rs 100 crore survey next yr:

Guwahati: It's now final. The Brahmaputra will soon join the ranks of rivers like the Amazon and the Mississippi where geophysicists would look for oil. This extremely technical and difficult job is being undertaken by none other than Oil India Limited (OIL), and would be controlled from its headquarters in Duliajan. "The Brahmaputra river bed survey is a Rs 100-crore project that will be executed by among the best geophysical service providers in the world", a top OIL official told. Although the scheduled kick-off of the mega project is planned for October 2005, OIL has already set the process in motion. International tenders would soon be floated where the best geo-physical contractors in the world can bid. The key push factor for the oil major to finally venture into exploring the Brahmaputra river bed for oil has been its ambitious target of achieving a 100 percent increase in production, from close to 3.5 million tonne now to 7 million tones by year 2010.

Weather strikes, 6 killed in city;

Met office gives thunder squall warning:

Guwahati: As many as six people were killed and eight others injured in a major landslide which occurred in Jyotikuchi area, adjacent to Lokhra road, under Udalbakra police outpost in the city early in the morning on Oct 7. Incessant rains over the last couple of days sent rocks hurtling down a hill which demolished four huts situated below. Mud completely buried the huts, affecting the rescue work. All the six dead bodies have been recovered from the site. It may be recovered from the site. It may be recalled here that several people had been killed in different localities of the city in similar landslides on July 15 last.

Heavy shower because of depression over Bay of Bengal:

Guwahati: The heavy rainfall that has been lashing Assam and the North-east is because of a depression over the Bay of Bengal on October 4, which later turned into a 'well-marked low pressure area' and ultimately reached north-eastern Assam on Oct 6.

Disabled defy inclement weather, rap Govt for inaction:

Guwahati: Over 600 physically challenged people, braving the incessant downpour, on Oct 7 registered a strong protest against the prolonged apathy on the part of the State Government towards their long-standing demands. The United Disabled Sangram Parishad, Assam (UDSPA), a united platform of at least half-a-dozen organizations of the physically handicapped people, staged a protest demonstration, shouting slogans with banners in their hand against the Government's inaction at Dispur Lastgate on Oct 7.

Assam netball team harassed in Bihar, AASU flays incident:

Guwahati: The All Assam Student's Union (AASU) has reacted sharply to the reported incident in which members of the Assam netball team were harassed by some local youths at Begusari station in Bihar on Oct 6, when they were returning from New Delhi by the Avadh-Assam Express after participating in a tournament there. The Student body has demanded immediate action from Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi regarding this uncalled for incident. According to reports, some local youths allegedly misbehaved with both the men and women members of the netball team. Incidentally, they were rescued by the members of a boxing team from the North-east traveling in the same train. The netball team arrived here on Oct 7. 

News on 7th October '04 

Commando operation launched in Dhubri: 

Guwahati: A special commando operation has been launched on Oct 6 in Dhubri district in the aftermath of the terror attacks by NDFB militants during the last four days, which left as many as 26 people dead and many injured. The operation is being conducted under the direct commando of IGP (Operations) RM Singh. It may be mentioned here that after last night's shake-up in the police department, the new IGP (Operations) rushed to Dhubri district and got into act. On the other hand, the State Government has transferred Dhubri SP LR Bishnoi and Additional SP Manvendra Rai. They have been replaced by Hailakandi SP PK dutta and Tinsukia Additional SP Ashim Saikia respectively.

Opp condemns Gogoi on FBI offer:

Guwahati: The main Opposition party of Assam, the Asom Gana Parishad and the Left parties have vehemently condemned Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi's statement that he is willing to take the help of the American investigation agency, FBI to probe the recent blast in the State. According to these parties, the move has "posed a threat to national security". It may be mentioned here that Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi had announced on Oct 5 that the State Government was willing to avail of the offer from USA if the Centre gave the clearance. Condemning the Chief Minister's comment, the AGP termed it as "a conspiracy" and demanded a high-level inquiry into the matter. "The attitude of the State Government is detrimental to the country", senior leader of the party Zoiinath Sharma said in a press conference on Oct 6. Pointing out that the Chief Minister and a top-ranking police officer had been on a personal tour to America recently, Sharma said that his party was apprehensive that Gogoi might have sought America's help to save his chair.

ASEB plans 'massive' restoration work:

Guwahati: The Assam State Electricity Board is contemplating massive restoration work on the network of power transmission and distribution, amid widespread apprehensions that the network might collapse soon if immediate attention is not paid to this aspect. Assam Power Minister Pradyut Bordoloi asserted that there is no shortage of power as such as there are many sources of procurement. But the major hurdle is the weak transmission and distribution network, the minister said, adding that he would lay thrust on the restoration of the network. Bordoloi said that most of the transformers, power supply lines and power stations in the State had been installed way back in the 1970s, and that successive State Governments had not reinforced them due to financial constrains and other reasons during the last 10-15 years. In 1970, the State needed about 300 MW of power daily, but the present demand has doubled with the requirement shooting up to 600 MW, the minister added. "There is an overload as the power lines have to transmit the additional power", Bordoloi said, adding that maximum capacity of the existing power lines is 11 KV against the present need of 33 KV. The minister revealed that the ASEB had already allotted contracts worth Rs 140 crore to some reputed companies for upgrading the transmission and distribution network. Bordoloi said that the ASEB officials and workers are expected to work according to the timeframe set by the Government to complete the restoration work.

AAU VC selection delay affects students, Faculty; JP Rajkhowa too a candidate?:

Guwahati: It is as though the affairs of the Assam Agricultural University (AAU), Jorhat is nobody's business today- not even of the Board of Management (BoM), the highest authority of the University, which was set up as an institution of excellence in the field of agricultural research and development and which had, indeed, played its role well in the initial years since its establishment in 1969 under the Assam Agricultural University Act, 1968.

Death dance on, Patil on talk mode;

Six mowed in Sonitpur, Dimapur probe in top gear:

Guwahati: The dance of death continued in the State for the third successive day on Oct 4, as six more people were mowed down by extremists in the Biswanath chariali. According to reports reaching here, suspected NDFB militants opened indiscriminate fire, killing six people on the spot and injuring ten others. The dead have been identified as Indra Bhadur Magar (45), Jadav Upadhaya (22), Tinku Agarwal (19), Pupluk Keot (32), Shanti Keot and Kamal Krishna Agarwal.

Group clash in Sonitpur, Army called out:

Guwahati: Curfew has been clamped in some of the violence hit areas under Dhekiajuli police station of Sonitpur district from 5 p.m. and the Army called out to stage flag marches as there were reports of group clashes. According to UNI, the clashes took place following the killing of a surrendered ULFA leader. The Additional district magistrate imposed the curfew in Pachnoi, Doomdooma, Nalbari, Kacharichang and Silputa villages under Borsula outpost of the district.

We can talk, put down violence too: Patil

Guwahati: Union Home Minister Shivraj Patil has said that the Centre's door for talks with the militant groups are always open. But protecting the lives of innocent people was the priority of the Government, he added. "Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi has been given full authority to chalk out a roadmap for peace talks with the ultras", Patil said.

NDFB may talk peace, considering Gogoi's offer:

Guwahati: The National Democratic Front of Boroland (NDFB) has said that it is ready to hold talks with New Delhi in accordance with the group's decision in 2002 "to end the colonial rule of India". NDFB president DR Nabla, while addressing the cadres of the outfit on the occasion of its 18th 'raising day', said that the NDFB is seriously considering the ceasefire offer made by Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi and will convey its decision within a few days. Nabla has appealed to all the cadres and members of the NDFB and the Bodo people in general to prepare for talks and secure 'freedom' wither through peaceful and democratic means or through a prolonged fight with India.

Situation in Assam normal: Governor

Guwahati: Despite the violent incidents which rocked the State during the last two days, Assam Governor Lt General (retd) Ajai Singh has said that the situation in the State is still normal because the militant outfits are willfully picking out important days to carry out their attacks to draw maximum attention. The militant outfits are restoring to terror as a weapon and IED is the last in their weaponry as it is the easiest way to terrorize people by remaining underground, he added. The Governor said that the State Government is contemplating action to neutralize these IED attacks perpetrated by the militant outfits.

Govt has failed: Brindaban

Guwahati: The AGP has urged the Centre to take immediate steps to solve the insurgency problem in Assam and the north-eastern region. Besides, the party has advocated the creation of a congenial atmosphere by shunning violence and bloodshed for the much-awaited talks without any preconditions. Party president Brindaban Goswami, while addressing a press conference at the AGP Legislative Party office here on Oct 4, said that the AGP wants a political settlement of the problem to restore peace in the State. The people of Assam have never supported the violent acts of the rebel outfits, he said. Besides, the prolonged exploitation and discrimination on the part of the Centre have never been accepted by the people of the State, Goswami asserted. 

News on 6th October '04 

NDFB strikes again, kills 10 in Dhubri: 

Guwahati: In yet another gruesome act in the ongoing orgy of violence in the State, suspected NDFB rebels gunned down at least ten villagers in Jalabila village under Bagaribari police station in Dhubri district around 6.30 this evening. As many as seven people were injured in the firing. Following 5th October's incident, the death toll in the violent incidents rose to 73 in the past three days. More than 200 people had been injured in the string of rebel bombings and gunfire in Assam and Nagaland. Dhubri SP LR Bishnoi, quoting initial reports, said that a group of suspected NDFB militants descended at the village and fired indiscriminately from sophisticated weapons at villagers who were going to the local market in the evening, killing ten on the spot and injuring seven others.

US offers FBI help, Gogoi seeks Natwar nod:

Guwahati: The United States has offered the help of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) to the Assam government to help in forensic probes in the wake of a spate of powerful blasts by insurgents who have been using sophisticated explosives. The State Government is willing to avail of this offer if the Centre gives the go-ahead. Moreover, there is an additional rider that national security will not be compromised while getting outside help in this regard. On the other hand, the State Government has said that the police and other security forces in the State would be revamped soon by reinforcing the strength of the police, home guards and village defence parties (VDPs). It has also demanded sophisticated arms and anti-IED devices from the Central Government.

Cong stands exposed on IM(DT) issue: Hafiz

Guwahati: In a move which might trigger fresh controversy among the minority organizations of the State, the Ministry of home Affairs under the Congress-led UPA Government has started the process to reintroduce the IM(DT) Repeal Bill in Parliament. Director of Home Affairs AK Goyal has submitted an affidavit in this regard in the Supreme Court on September 30, sources said. A case regarding the scraping of the Illegal Migrants (Determination by Tribunal) Act is currently pending in the apex court and the next hearing in this regard is slated to be held on Oct 6. According to the sources, the affidavit, submitted by Goyal states that as the validity of the previous Bill introduced by the earlier NDA government has lapsed, "the ministry is in the process of seeking fresh approval of the new government on the question of reintroduction of the Bill in Parliament".

Brindaban a failed Opp leader: APYC

Guwahati: The Assam Pradesh Youth Congress (APYC) has flayed the statement made by AGP president and leader of the Opposition in the Assam Assembly Brindaban Goswami on Oct 4 in which he asked Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi to step down in view of the recent violent in incidents in the State. APYC president Rekibuddin Ahmed on Oct 5 said that Goswami is trying to politicize the current situation in the State instead of suggestion any effective measures. The Rajiv Bhavan here, Ahmed said that as the leader of the Opposition, Goswami has failed to rise to the occasion in this hour of crisis. Goswami is as much responsible for establishing peace in the State as the Chief Minister himself, Ahmed said. Before demanding the resignation of Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, Goswami should relinquish office as the leader of the Opposition, he added.

NESO bandh brings Assam to a halt:

Guwahati: The 12-hour North-east bandh called by the North East Students' Organization (NESO) in support of its various demands and in protest against the recent violent activities in Assam and Nagaland, passed off peacefully on Oct 5. The bandh paralysed normal life in all the north-eastern States. In Assam, during the dawn-to-dusk bandh, which was supported by the All Assam Students' Union (AASU), vehicles remained off the roads. Schools, offices, business establishments and banks also remained closed. The ONGC in Sivasagar and Oil India Limited in Duliajan also remained closed during the bandh. All the fights operating from Guwahati by Indian Airlines, Jet Airways, Air Sahara and Air Deccan had been rescheduled in view of the bandh. 
Major shake-up in Assam police admin:

Guwahati: In a major reshuffle in the State police administration, IGP RM Singh (Western Range) has been given the charge of counter-insurgency operation with the additional charge of the IGP, APHC. IGP AK Mullick (APHC) has been transferred to the post of IGP, Border, while IGP(Border) Rajendra Kumar has been posted as IGP (OSD). IGP (OSD) Pradip Kumar has transferred to the BIEO with the same rank. On the other hand, IGP G Bhuyan (BIEO) has been given responsibility of the IGP (BTAD), police sources said.

'Literature can bridge Assam, Manipur'; Xabha chief Dutta in Manipur:

Guwahati: Litterateurs and writers of the neighbouring State of Manipur have laid stress on more cooperation in the field of literature and culture to strengthen the historical ties between the two easternmost States of India. On September 30 last, both the Writers' Day and the foundation day of the Naharol Sahitya Premee Samiti, a literary organization, were celebrated simultaneously in Imphal to honour two eminent Manipuri writers, Hijam Guno and Md Abdur Rahman. Axom Xahitya Xabha president and noted folklorist Dr Birendranath Dutta was invited as the chief guest at the function. 

News on 5th October '04 

Goswami rules out split in AGP:

Guwahati: Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) president Brindaban Goswami on Oct 1 ruled out any split in the party in the wake of action taken against the party's founder president and former Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta. It may be mentioned here that the party had relieved Mahanta of all party posts for his allegedly unbecoming conduct of his personal life.

Panels for juvenile justice, child welfare constituted:

Guwahati: The State Government has constituted district-level juvenile justice boards and child welfare committees o Oct 1 for the speedy disposal of juvenile criminal cases, and to accelerate the rehabilitation of neglected children. The juvenile justice boards in Kamrup, Cachar and Jorhat districts, each comprising three members, have been constituted under the provisions of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2000. Subdivisional Judicial Magistrates of the respective districts will be the chairmen of the boards.

AASU to back NE bandh on Oct 5;

CM's offer: AASU not upbeat, wants unilateral ceasefire:

Guwahati: Reacting to Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi's offer for a conditional ceasefire with the ULFA and the NDFB, the All Assam Students' Union (AASU) on Oct 1 said that it would take initiative in mobilizing public opinion to bring the ULFA to the negotiation table, if the government declares a unilateral ceasefire with the rebel group. However, the AASU leaders suspected that the Chief Minister's offer on Sept 30 was made with an eye on the Moran by-elections to be held on Oct 13. It may be mentioned here that Gogoi has offered conditional ceasefire to the ULFA and the NDFB from Oct 16 if they responded positively to Government's gesture within 15 days, either directly or through mediators, and stop their subversive activities.

News on 4th October '04
UPDS blasts KLNLF on human rights, bandh paralyses hill dists: 

Diphu: The pro-talk faction of the United Peoples' Democratic Solidarity (UPDS) on Oct 3 said that hundreds of Karbi youths have died till now after joining the Karbi Longri NC Hills Liberation Front (KLNLF) general secretary HS Timung on flimsy grounds of indiscipline, violation of the organization's marriage rules, asking permission to return home, etc., UPDS joint secretary Wojaru Mukrang said. Meanwhile, one Bhupendra Das, injured in 2nd October's ambush by the KLNLF on the BG Express, succumbed to his injuries on Oct 3. The condition of a CRPF jawan is stated to be critical. On the other hand, life in the twin hill districts of Karbi Anglong and NC Hills has come to a standstill as a result of the KLNLF- sponsored general strike that entered the 13th day on Oct 3, with neither the State Government nor the autonomous councils taking any initiative to end the strike. The UPDS has demanded that the KLNLF should return the mortal remains of cadres immediately to enable their families to perform their last rites. Terming the KLNLF as a 'nihilist band', Mukrang said that their act of firing at the Dolamara Tea Estate was an 'act of cowardice' and demanded an immediate inquiry into the alleged human rights violation.

SAIL Academy advance in Bordoloi Trophy:

Guwahati: What Nehru Stadium failed to provide on the opening day, the match at Mirza Rural Stadium provided that. Not only good football but also 'good' crowd. Watched by more than 3,000 spectators, Mohun Bagan SAIL Academy of Durgapur moved into the second round of Lokapriya Gopinath Bordoloi Football Tournament edging past a sprightly SAI, Guwahati 6-5 via a tie breaker on Oct 3. Both the team were locked 2-2 during the schedule period and the extra time.

Biju stars in Royal's win:

Guwahati: Royal Sports Club earned full points in the A Division Football League thrashing City Police 4-1 at the Nehru Stadium here on Oct 3. Biju Singh scored a hat trick while P Singh scored the other goal, for the winners. Sarat Gayari reduced the margin for City Police.

Assam bag silver:

Guwahati: Assam's women's team bagged a silver medal in the 15th National Sepak Takraw Championship at Rai Bareilly, Uttar Pradesh on Oct 3. In the final, Assam lost to Manipur 16-21, 16-21. 

News on 3rd October '04
Paresh says blast a response to Gogoi's truce offer; NE put on high alert; 

Assam continues to bleed, Patil for joint action; Blast rock Brahmaputra Valley:

Guwahati: For the second day in succession, Assam rocked by a series of blasts carried out by the proscribed National Democratic Front of Asom (ULFA) that claimed eight lives and nearly a hundred others sustained injuries, on Oct 3. Meanwhile, the ULFA on Oct 3 owned up responsibility for the Jagiroad and Baihata Chariali blast on Oct 2 and the Sonari, Sivasagar and Tinsukia blast on Oct 3. A caller identifying himself as ULFA 'C-in-C' Paresh Barua told that the explosions are "an answer to Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi's ceasefire call". Militants exploded a bomb in a cloth shop at Dhekiajuli weekly market in Sonitpur district early this morning, injuring at least 30 people. In another incident, an NDFB militant was killed when the bomb he was carrying exploded at Koylajuli along the Assam-Arunachal Pradesh border under Rongapara police station. Two more bodies were found from the area. Two other persons were seriously injured when the ultras opened fire in a weekly at Gossaigaon in Kokrajhar district. The stepped up violence by the militants spread to upper Assam also as a bomb blast took place at a gas pipeline near Borhat Tea Estate in Sivasagar district. However, there are no reports of any injuries. A crude bomb exploded in Nalbari town, where NDFB is active, seriously injuring a 12-year-old girl who was later shifted to GMCH. Two persons died on the spot and several others were injured as NDFB militants hurled a grenade at the Bijni fish market in Chirang district. Three persons were killed and 11 sustained injuries when a bomb exploded at the Gauripur fish and vegetable market in Dhubri district around 7 pm. The injured have been rushed to the Dhubri civil hospital. In yet another blast, several Army jawans were reported to have been injured when ULFA militants hurdled a grenade at a 407 bus which was carrying 16 Army personnel. The incident took place at Medongpara Dhola PWD Road near Mechaki reserve forest under Doomdooma PS in the evening on Oct 3.

Anti-Naga rebel group behind blasts: NSCN(IM)

Guwahati: The NSCN (IM) on Oct 3 said that a militant group was behind the devastating blasts at the Dimapur Railway station and the busy Hong Kong market on Oct 2, and has announced a reward of Rs 5 lakh to any individual or group providing vital information leading to the capture of those behind the explosion. As many as 26 people died in the three explosions, coming within minutes of each other, and 104 other were wounded.

Take up NE terror with Bangladesh, Myanmar: CM

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Oct 3 urged the Centre to take up the issue of ULFA and NDFB ultras taking shelter in neighbouring Bangladesh and Myanmar at the earliest with the two countries. "Centre must take up the issue with the two countries and ensure that the militant camps in the countries are immediately dismantled as was done in Bhutan last December", Gogoi told here after a high-level meeting with Union Home Minister Shivraj Patil.

Patil moots long-term strategy to combat NE terror:

Guwahati: Visiting Assam and Nagaland, which had been rocked by a series of blasts, Union Home Minister Shivraj Patil said the Centre would work out soon a long-term and joint strategy to tackle militancy in the North-east and asserted that talks were the only way out to resolve issues. Patil first had a meeting with Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi. It may be mentioned here that Assam was rocked by bomb blasts for the second successive day today, killing at least six people. The Union Home Minister then went to Dimapur, the scene of 2nd October's twin blasts that left 26 people dead, where he reviewed the situation separately with Nagaland Governor Shyamal Datta and Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio and top security official. After the series of meetings, he told reporters in Dimapur and Guwahati that a long-term strategy for combating terrorism in the North-east would be formulated soon and emphasis would be given on coordination among the States' law-enforcing agencies, Army, paramilitary forces and people in general.

Kalam condemns blasts:

Guwahati: Condemning the bomb blasts and militants strikes in Nagaland and Assam, President APJ Abdul Kalam on Oct 3 hoped permanent peace would soon return in these states. In separate condolence messages to Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi and Nagaland CM Neiphu Rio, Kalam said he was distressed to learn about the series of bomb blasts and militant attacks which took place in their respective State on Oct 2, resulting in the death of women, children and other innocent people.

AGP demands Gogoi's resignation:

Guwahati: Expressing concern over the deteriorating law and order in the State, AGP president Brindaban Goswami on Oct 3 demanded Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi's resignation, stating that he had no moral right to continue in office after the serial blasts triggered by suspected NDFB and ULFA militants in the past 24 hours, where about 35 people were killed and more than 100 injured.

Blasts a cowardly act: Rockybul

Guwahati: Minister of State for Home Rockybul Hussain on Oct 3 termed 2nd October's blasts at various places of the State as a cowardly act of the insurgent outfits. "The militants have resorted to such dastardly acts in order to make their presence felt", the minister told in a telephonic conversation from Dhubri. It is very unfortunate that the extremist groups are targeting innocent civilians, he added.

Gogoi not sincere for peace: BJP

Guwahati: The State unit of Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on Oct 3 questioned the sincerity of the Gogoi government with regard to the recent announcement made by the Chief Minister about a conditional ceasefire with both the ULFA and NDFB. It also wanted to know whether the State Government had secured the prior approval of the Central Government before making the proposal. It may be mentioned here that the Chief Minister, on Sept 30, had offered a truce with the two militant outfits if they responded to it by Oct 15.

AXX top brass meet on next chief:

Guwahati: The office-bearers of the Axom Xahitya Xabha (AXX) met last evening at Bhagavati Prasad Barua Bhavan here to ease the situation arising out of the withdrawal of names by some of the panel members, who had been short listed for the contest for the posts of president, vice president and general secretary. 

News on 2nd October '04 

CM offers truce, wants ULFA reply by Oct 15: 

Guwahati: The Assam Government has offered conditional ceasefire to the ULFA and the NDFB from October 16 next if the insurgent outfit responds positively to the Government gesture within 15 days. Addressing a press conference here on Sept 30, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi told reporters that his Government was open for a dialogue with the ULFA and had been regularly reiterating its call for talks to work out an acceptable solution to the insurgency problem in the State. "But it needs a reciprocal gesture from the insurgent groups", he said. The Chief Minister said the Government would cease all its operations against the ULFA if it stopped its subversive activities and responded directly or through its mediators to the Government offer. "If the ULFA and the NDFB comes forward, the Government would not hesitate to announce the ceasefire," he said.

ISI official visited Bhutan, caught Indian sleuths napping:

Guwahati: The reported visit of a retired Pakistani Lieutenant Colonel and chief ISI coordinator in Bangladesh, Ataur Rahman, to Bhutan this week has been viewed with concern by the Centre and Indian intelligence agencies. According to intelligence sources, Rahman, along with his body guards, had entered Bhutan through the Indo-Bangladesh border in the West Bengal sector, and spent two days at Phuntesholing in the Himalayan Kingdom before returning through the same route. The report has exposed the intelligence failure as the ISI coordinator's visit to Bhutan was known only after he had left the nation.

CBI raids Gupta's Shillong house:

Guwahati: The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has raided the houses of senior Manager of the Hospital Consultant services Ltd, a Central Government undertaking, R K Gupta and his relatives at Shillong, Jaipur and Jabalpur simultaneously on September 29, CBI sources told on September 30. Several documents regarding movable and immovable property, ornaments and cash valued over Rs 40 lakh have been seized from the three places, the sources said. According to the sources, the raids were conducted by the North-east office of the CBI. After getting allegations of having assets disproportionate to his known sources of income against Gupta, who is currently posted in Shillong, the CBI has sent three teams to Shillong, Jaipur and Jabalpur for simultaneous raids. CBI officers are examining the recovered documents and the follow-up action will soon to be Arunachal election officials begin trek.

No response from Govt, disabled body plans stir:

Guwahati: Frustrated at not getting any response from the State Government within the deadline set by it, the United Disabled Sangram Parishad, Assam (UDSPA), a united forum of at least half a dozen organizations of physically challenged people, has announced a series of agitational programme demanding the fulfillment of their ten-point charter of demands.

CPI-ML wants Gogoi to end Karbi Anglong bandh:

Guwahati: The CPI (ML) Liberation has expressed serious concern over the State Government's passive role on the KLNLF sponsored indefinite bandh in Karbi Anglong and NC Hills districts, and sought immediate intervention of Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi to put an end to the suffering of the common people. The party has also demanded an inquiry by a high court judge into the Amlong and Longlokso killings, failing which, threatened a mass movement.

PM, ASEAN FMs to be in city for car rally:

Guwahati: In a bid to foster cooperation among the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) and India, Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh will inaugurate the ASEAN car rally on November 22 at the Nehru Stadium here. The motor rally, in which about 100 participants from ten countries will participate, would be flagged off by Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi at the Judges' Field on November 23 morning. The rally will cross several countries, including Myanmar, Thailand, and Laos before finishing at Batam in Indonesia on December 11.

Banks in race to extend loans; SIRD-backed SHGs are target:

Guwahati: Banks in Assam are competing against each other to extend loan to support a big movement that is sweeping across the State. The response from different nationalized banks and regional rural banks in providing credit support to the Self Help Groups (SHG) formed across the State has indeed been encouraging. A total of 2,818 SHGs have been assisted with bank loan amounting to Rs 2915.70 lakh, supported by back-ended subsidy under the special projects being implemented by the State Institute of Rural Development (SIRD), Assam. 

News on 1st October '04
State finances improving: Sarma; Assam to plug tax evasion on goods by trains: 

Guwahati: The Assam government has said that it would act tough on those businessmen who have been evading taxes by using the railways to bring in their goods to the State. Planning and Development Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma, who also holds the additional charge of Finance (Minister of State), said that in order to formulate a policy to check such evasion, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi will have a meeting with the North-east Frontier Railway soon. This decision was taken after official of the Tax Department founded several such cases during raids at the BG Yard and some stations of upper Assam. Sarma said that the rise in such cases is due to the fact that lack of adequate manpower was a handicap to the proper monitoring at different railway stations.

State for action on SULFA excesses:

Guwahati: Minister of State for Home Rockeybul Hussain on Sept 29 sounded a warning to all law-breakers, saying that any one involved in illegal activities would be brought under the law. Hussain said that the State Government is concerned about the recent involvement of SULFA leader Saurav Gogoi in cases of encroachment and has asked the Dibrugarh SP take strict action. "Any attempt to break the law with be firmly dealt with", he said, adding, "the State Government will never give patronage to any illegal activity".

'Check gates won't be allowed again':

Guwahati: The Government has announced that under no circumstances would check gates and syndicates be allowed to operate in Assam. "Once the State Government had decided to lift the syndicate culture from the State, it would not be re-introduced under any circumstances", asserted Minister of State for Finance and Planning and Development (Ind) Himanta Biswa Sarma on Sept 29. He further said that to curb operations of syndicates in the name of truck parking, the Government has decided to convert the truck terminal of the Guwahati Metropolitan Development Authority (GMDA) located in Gotanagar here into an amusement park. He alleged that a section of people, with vested interests, are involved in anti-Congress campaigns, airing false propaganda before the Moran by-elections that the Congress was considering to introduce check gates and syndicates. "It is not based on facts but an unsuccessful attempt to lower the dignity of the Tarun Gogoi Government," he said

'Assault' by Bokakhat MLA; Stir paralyses work at Assembly Secretariat:

Guwahati: The normal functioning of the Assam Assembly Secretariat was paralyzed, at least for an hour, this morning due to a protest demonstration staged by the Asom Bidhan Sabha Sachibalaya Seva Sangstha in protest against the alleged assault on three employees by Independent MLA from Bokakhat Jiten Gogoi. The agitated employees even stalled the movement of the ministers and MLAs by blocking all entrances of the MLA hostels and shouting slogans demanding justice.

'CEO's office mum on Braille symbols'; Arunachal steps for disabled voters:

Guwahati: For the 33,315 odd disabled voters in Arunachal Pradesh, the October 7 Assembly elections will be a special one as polling arrangements like construction of wooden ramp and railing in most of the polling booths are being made to assist them exercise their democratic franchise. For the first time in the State, such special arrangements are being made for the handicapped, who have to depend on others for exercising their voting power.\

NEC to focus on communication, IT, says Taori:

Guwahati: Attempting a change in its funding pattern, the North Eastern Council (NEC) has decided to focus on information communication technology for the economic uplift of the masses. Interacting with journalists here on Sept 29, NEC Secretary Dr Kamal Taori said that the statutory body had a budget of Rs 500 crore last year, most of which were funded for development of road and air connectivity, health infrastructure and power houses in the region. "Now the regional planning body is looking forward for better projects with the concept of public-private partnership for the human resource development in the region", he said.

It's Bollywood calling for Jahnu Barua:

Guwahati: Noted Assamese filmmaker Jahnu Barua is all set to make his directorial debut in Bollywood with a commitment to providing 'entertaining' but 'healthy' cinema for Indian audiences. The internationally acclaimed director from Assam has tied up with Mumbai-based producer Anish Ranjan for making three Hindi films- all of them with high drama but with little or none of the 'masala' that forms the staple of so many Bollywood films. "I was looking for a right producer to make Hindi films and now that I have found one in Anish, I hope to make some good entertaining films without too many stars and devoid of usual masala," Barua told in an interview. 
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