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	News on 30th September '04 

Nagaon AGP stage demo on Sept 30; Mahanta loyalists up for agitation: 

Guwahati: The stand-off between the supporters of former Assam Chief Minister Prafulla kumar Mahanta and his AGP president continued with Mahanta loyalists chalking out an agitational programme for reinstatement of Mahanta in party posts. Chief convenor Atul Bora of the open forum of Mahanta supporters told PTI here that the AGP Nagaon unit, of which Mahanta is a member, would stage a four-hour demonstration from 11 am on September 30 in Nagaon. This would be followed by a hunger strike and march to the party headquarters in Guwahati. The date for these two protest days would be decided on September 30, Mr Bora said. He also asserted that AGP president Brindaban Goswami, despite assuring them to review the Mahanta issue, in a letter to the unit said that the subject could not be discussed due to time shortage in the recent party executive committee meeting in Dibrugarh. Me Goswami also said that the party general body's decision to debar the AGP founder president from party posts would b discussed at the next executive committee meeting if any member raised the matter.

Karbi group raps KAAC, hints at prolonged stir:

Diphu: The Karbi Longri NC Hills Liberation Front (KLNLF) on Sept 29hinted that the ongoing indefinite bandh may be a prolonged one. In a statement, KLNLF chief HE Kathar strongly resented CEM and student organizations against the bandh. Kathar termed the KAAC and its administrators as puppets of the Indian State machinery and the Army. He also held the State as well as the Centre responsible for the present situation in Karbi Anglong. Criticizing the KAAC and the student organizations of maintaining double standards, he questioned, "why did they not raise their voices when four of our cadres were killed in June and three women cadres raped and killed in Army custody?" He asked these agencies to move the internationals human rights bodies regarding the present scenario in the district.

Use of force on blind is violation of rights: AHRC: 

Guwahati: The Assam Human Rights Commission (AHRC) has expressed serious concern over the way the State Government is tackling the situation arising out of the indefinite hunger strike call given by the All Assam Blind Students' Union (AABSU) since September 20 last. AHRC Chairman Justice SN Phukan said that the Commission was watching the situation closely as it felt that non-fulfilling of their demands and applying force on them by the security personnel were not only violation of human rights, but also a violation of humanitarian norms.

Secret killing: statements recorded:

Guwahati: The Justice JN Sarma Commission on secret killing on September 28 recorded statements of three police officers on killing of Jotish Sarma, who was killed in the Nabin Nagar area under Geetanagar police station here. Additional SP (city) Bibekananda Das, Inspector Nomal Gogoi and Geetanagar Officer-in-charge PK Bora presented themselves before the Commission. Wife and daughters of late Jyotish Sarma also recorded their statements.

Funds will pour in: Govt tells GMC staff:

Guwahati: The uncompromising stand taken by the GMC employees' union has prompted the state Government to start the release of more funds to the Guwahati Municipal Corporation to clear the outstanding payments of CPF to its former workers, and to meet other fund requirements of the civic body. Assam Minister of State for Planning and Development Himanta Biswa Sharma met leaders of the four GMC employees' unions at his office chamber on Sept 27. During the meeting, Sharma told the agitated union leaders that he had talked to Chief Minister Tarun gogoi regarding the long standing demands of the employees, and that the State Government had decided to release Rs 3 crore in three monthly installments, starting from October, for the payment of the CPF dues to the former workers of the Corporation. This was stated by the convener of the joint forum of the four GMC unions, Chandan Sharma, on September 28.

CM not happy with Hem Prakash:

Guwahati: Resentment brews in Dispur over the action of Secondary Education and Urban Development Minister Hem Prakash Narayan, who had locked the office of the Assistant Executive Engineer of the PWD in Dergaon on Sept 27. The Minister was offended on the department due to its inaction despite repeated requests to repair the Pandit Hem Chandra Goswami Road linking Dergaon to Golaghat. Officials at Dispur have expressed mixed reactions over the matter as Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi is holding the portfolio of the PWD (Plains). Gogoi is reportedly not happy with the action of the senior minister.

Train jumps rail, catches fire:

Guwahati: A major fire broke out when two oil tanks of a goods train jumped the rail near Longragajao station in the afternoon on Sept 28. According to Northeast Frontier Railway sources, no one was injured in the accident. However, the fire spread to the entire train and has damaged a crucial tunnel linking the Brahmaputra valley to the Barak Valley, threatening snapping of vital supply link. The train had 20 oil-carrying tank wagons. Sixteen of the wagons were carrying Kerosene, three HSD and one was carrying motor spirit. Dousing the fire appears to be difficult as there is no motorable approach road to the station, the railway source said.

Task force on disaster management soon:

Guwahati: The State government has directed to all DCs to constitute the task forces at grass-root level to mitigate the sufferings of the people in distress with a concept of learning to live with floods. Official sources said that the task force would be constituted with eight to ten persons in every group to work for warning, search and rescue, shelter coordination, water and sanitation, first aid, trauma counseling, relief coordination and damage assessment.

Take action against Cong MLAs: BJYM challenges CM:

Guwahati: The State unit president of the Bharatiya Janata Yuva Marcha Jayanta Das has appealed to the students and political organisations, including the All Assam Students' Union, to be united to fight against the ongoing infiltration of Bangladeshi nationals to Assam. Expressing serious concern over reports that Mr Samsul Haque and Mr Seikh Alam, MLAs of Sorbhog and South Goalpara respectively had safeguarded the 14 Bangladeshi nationals from getting punished for their illegal stay in Assam, Mr Das has challenged Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi to give punishment to both the MLAs, if he possessed the courage to do so. It may be mentioned here that 14 suspected Bangladeshis were detained by the BSF in Dhubri. "Later, the authorities concerned had direct intervention of the two MLAs", the BJP leader alleged. "Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi has been helping the Bangladeshi migrants to protect their vote banks", he alleged. The BJYM president leader also said that when the BJP launches a movement against the unabated influx from the neighbouring country, the pro-bangladeshi lobby in Assam becomes active to give communal colour to such agitation. Criticizing the AGP, the youth leader also said the regional party has totally failed in take initiative to solve the Bangladeshi influx issue. 

News on 29th September '04 

'Secy threatened us'; Police fail to silence blind students, stir goes on: 

Guwahati: Despite on 26th September's police action, the All Assam Blind Students' Union (AABSU) has vowed to continue its indefinite hunger strike at Dispur Lastgate till their demands are met. The student union had been on a fast-unto death since September 20, demanding employment opportunities and better educational facilities for visually impaired persons. "We will continue our agitation till the State Government fulfils our demands", said Phani Acharya, general secretary of the students' body, while talking. Meanwhile, several other organisations of physically challenged people, including the All Assam Disabled Persons' Association and the Assam Association of Deaf, have extended support to the ongoing agitation of the AABSU.

AGP Moran campaign kick-off on October 1:

Guwahati: the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) will kick off its election campaign for the Moran by-election on October 1, party president Brindaban Goswami said. The by-election is slated for October 13. "In the last Assembly elections held in 2001, our candidate Sarbananda Sonowal had won the seat", Goswami said, adding that the party is hopeful that the people of Moran will vote for it again.

Fund crunch: witness, Govt lawers unpaid:

Guwahati: Though Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi has been giving a major impetus to expediting the process of disposal of cases in the courts, severe financial crunch has come in the way of his efforts. As per rules, witness are entitled to get travel, food and lodging allowances for testifying in cases. The courts concerned pay for these expenses, which in turn, are met from funds provided by the State Government. However, for the last several years, this practice of footing the bills of witness has ceased. Consequently, poor witness from remote areas are not willing to testify. On the other hand, government lawyers who get a monthly honorarium from the State Government have not been receiving it for the last 16 months. Moreover, the shortage of magistrates in many lower courts of the State, including the Kamrup Chief Judicial Magistrate's Court, has hit the quick disposal of cases.

'Alarming rise in women tobacco chewers'; Assam cancer centre on anti-tobacco drive:

Guwahati: Apart from its normal diagnostic and treatment activities, the management of the Dr B Borooah Cancer Institute (BBCI) is working towards creating awareness among the people against the deadly effects of smoking and tobacco chewing. The premier cancer institute of the north-eastern region has launched a vigorous campaign against the use of tobacco in view of the fact that the consumption of tobacco and tobacco products in the region is much higher than the national average. The BBCI Director, Dr AC Kataki said that as per a recent nationwide survey, the percentage of male smokers in Assam is 34.9 of the total population as against the national average of 33.1 per cent. "On the other hand, 48.2 per cent of the male population in the State consumes tobacco directly, as compared to the national average of 28.3 per cent", he said, adding that women tobacco chewers in Assam have been registered at an alarming figure of 24.9 per cent.

Kalam to attend kids' Science Cong:

Guwahati: The State is gearing up to host the 12th National Children's Science Congress, 2004, to be held here from December 27 to 31, where about 600 child scientist from across the country are expected to present their projects. With the theme of "Harness water resources for a better future", the national organisers of the National Children's Congress have entrusted the Assam Science Technology and Environment Council (ASTEC) the responsibility to host the mega event. Cotton College will be the venue for the event and the college authorities are the co-host of the Congress. Apart from eminent scientists of the country, President Dr APJ Abdul Kalam and foreign observers are expected to participate in the event.

AASU stages Statewide dharna:

Guwahati: All local units of the AASU on Sept 27 staged a dharna programme throughout the State, in support of their demand for 100 per cent reservation in all Central Government and semi-government offices for the unemployed youth of the State. AASU president Prabin Boro and general secretary Amiyo Kumar Bhuyan said that both the Central and the State Government have miserably failed to initiate proper steps to rehabilitate thousands of unemployed youth in the State. 

Minister locks Dergaon PWD office; Beware, Narayan is coming!:

Jorhat: Allegations leveled against any government department by the people is a common phenomenon in the State, but it becomes interesting as well as shameful when a minister of the State Cabinet locks the office of particular department alleging failure of the department concerned to fulfill the people's aspirations. In a surprising move, Assam Minister for Education (Secondary) and Urban Development Hem Prakash Narayan locked the office of the Dergaon branch of the State PWD on September 27 alleging that the employees of the PWD branch are not regular in attending duties. The minister also reportedly criticized the functioning of the officials of the branch and alleged that only because of the apathy of the department, the people of the locality have been deprived from development during last couple of years. It may be mentioned here that after locking the office here, Mr Narayan handed over the key to the officer in-charge of the Dergaon police station. On the other hand, the people of the locality have been informing Mr Narayan about the alleged ongoing massive irregularities and lack of sincerity of the employees and officers of the Dergaon branch of the PWD towards the development of the area. It is also reported that during the minister's visit to the office, only the chowkidar was present at the PWD office. Meanwhile, the conscious section of the people of the district has lauded the move of Mr Narayan and demanded the Chief Minister Tarun gogoi, who is also holding the PWD portfolio, to do something concrete for development of the area. "The move of Mr Narayan reflects the grievances of the people of Dergaon", they added. 

News on 28th September '04 

Grenade lobbed at police outpost in Karbi anglong: 

Diphu: Suspected Karbi Longri NC Hills Liberation Front (KLNLF) militants hurdled a grenade at the Bokolia police outpost under Howraghat police station in Karbi Anglong district in the late night on Sept 26. official sources here said no one was injured in the attack. Senior police officials have rushed to the site. Meanwhile, security has been beefed up in the entire district following the blast.

Ranabir murder case; Scribes demand CBI inquiry:

Guwahati: Even after a year of the gruesome murder of Ranabir Roy, the then Managing Director of the Soonar Cachar group of publications, the police has failed to book the culprits. Roy had been brutally murdered in broad daylight just a year ago in the precinet of R R Roy Memorial School, almost in the heart of this town. The police and the CID still remain clueless about the motive and the motivators behind the heinous crime. It was, therefore, felt that a CBI probe alone would help the cause of justice, and facilitate arrest of the killers and their abetters, and unmask those who had masterminded the assassination. On Sept 24, journalist and other organisations staged a two-hour sit-in demonstration in front of the office of Deputy Commissioner demanding CBI inquiry into the murder.

Moran by-poll has become a prestige issue for Cong, AGP:

Dibrugarh: As the date of Moran by-election approaches, the constituency has turned out to be a political battle ground of two arch-rivals of the State-Congress and AGP. The president of the Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) Bhubaneswar Kalita has instructed its ministers and MLAs to campaign for the party candidate in the by-election so that the party regains some of its lost ground. Its worth mentioning here that the last poll in the Dibrugarh parliamentary constituency was biggest aetback for the Congress in the predominantly tea belt of Assam when the then president of APCC, Mr Paban Singh Ghatowar lost to Sarbananda Sonowal of the AGP, who also, incidentally, had defeated Ghatowar's wife Jibontara in the last Moran Assembly polls. Political observers here have said that both Mr Bhubaneswar Kalita and Mr Sarbananda Sonowal have taken the election as a prestige issue. After defeating former APCC chief Paban Singh Ghatowar at Dibrugarh, the den of Congress party, Mr Sonowal has geared up for Moran by-poll to prove that his win was no flash in the pan. On the other hand, Mr Bhubaneswar Kalita is also trying his best for Moran polls, which will be an acid test for him, as the APCC is facing the first election of sorts under Mr Kalita, political observers here believe.

Govt invites GMC unions for talks:

Guwahati: The State Government has invited four employees' unions of the Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) to the negotiation table on Sept 27 for settlement of their various grievances, Chandan Sharma, convener of the joint forum of the four unions, informed on Sept 25. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi along with Minister of State for Planning and Development Himanta Biswa Sharma are expected to attend the meeting, he said.

Govt mulls ordinance to end chaos in primary education;

Law soon to discipline Assam private schools:

Guwahati: Two major laws to administer education in Assam, namely, the 'Assam School Education Act' and the 'Assam Non-Government Institutions Regulation Act', are proposed to be enacted by November this year. While the first Act is being enacted to the end the utter chaos that prevails in the primary education sector in the State and streamline the working of the primary schools, the second Act envisages bringing the mushrooming private schools, which, because of the absence of any law to regulate them, allegedly operate at the whims of the proprietors, under legislative discipline. The second Act, according to sources, will act tough on private schools which are also infamous for charging fees at exorbitant rates.

Gogoi worried over crisis in tea industry:

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Sept 25 expressed grave concern over the deteriorating economy of the tea industry in the State and called for immediate steps to bail it out. Inaugurating the model tea factory, first of its kind in the country at the Tea Research Association's Tocklai Experimental Station in Jorhat, he said that the State Government was extremely worried about the decline in revenue from the ailing tea industry in the State. The State Government has taken suitable measures to improve the situation and was in constant touch with the Centre and the Prime Minister also has been apprised of the matter, Gogoi said.

GU meet: lawyers demand AFSPA repeal:

Guwahati: the legal fraternity here severely criticised the "gross abuses" of the Armed Forces Special Powers Act in Manipur and strongly recommended withdrawal of the "controversial" law enacted by Parliament specifically for the north-eastern States. "The North-east has become the prime experimental ground for all the draconian laws", alleged senior Court Arup Borbora, while speaking in the 'Colloquium on the National Security Legislation-POTA and AFSPA' in the Gauhati University campus on Sept 25. the colloquium, chaired by Professor N Sanajaoba, was organised by the postgraduate Department of Law of the University and sponsored by the Assam Law Society. 

News on 27th September '04 

Committee formed to solve unemployment problem: CM 

Karimganj: A permanent committee for solving the growing unemployment problem in Assam has been formed. This was announced here on Sept 22 by the Chief Minister, Mr Tarun Gogoi ina meeting organised by the Public Health Engineering Department at the Central Inland Water Transport Corporation (CIWTC) godown. The sole aim of the committee, the Chief Minister said, would be to find out the ways and means for generating employment in the sectors like Agriculture, Textile, Dairy, trade, commerce, etc. and find out as to how the resources could be mobilized. Experts from various fields had been involved in the committee, he added.

B Narzary takes over charge as IMPCC chairman:

Guwahati: A meeting of the Inter Media Publicity Coordination Committee (IMPCC), Guwahati was held on Sept 23 under the chairmanship of Mr P K Singson, Deputy Director General, All India Radio, NE Region, at the AIR Conference Hall. The meeting discussed at length about the various publicity requirements and decided the theme 'Prace and Harmony' for publicity in the coming month. In the meeting, B Narzary, Director, Public Relations, Press Information Bureau, NE Regional Office took over the charge of chairmanship of the IMPCC from Mr PK Singson. Mr Singson will be superannuating on September 30, 2004.

Govt, ULFA again indulge in blame-game: 

Guwahati: The state Government has said that if the ULFA is really eager for talks, it has no objection if the militant outfit directly contacts the Central government. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi said that the State Government has never insisted that the talks process should begin under its aegis. On the other hand, a section of the ULFA leadership said that the Centre should initiate positive steps on the basis of the observations made by the 'Jatiya Mahaxabha' organised by the Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuba Chatra Parishad (AJYCP) recently to pave the way for a dialogue between the Government and the ULFA. It may be mentioned here that, in the two-day AJYCP convention that concluded on Sept 21, an appeal was made to the Government to start peace talks with the ULFA on the basis of the demands raised by the militant outfit. The convention also asked the Government to start peace talks with the ULFA on the basis of the demands raised by the militant outfit. The convention also asked the Government to cease anti-insurgency operations on the one hand and the ULFA to abjure violence on the other.

TEs to give 20% bonus: ACMS:

Guwahati: The Asom Chah Mazdoor Sangh (ACMS), the most influential tea workers' union, has revealed that more than 25 tea garden managements have agreed to give 20 percent bonus to their workers so far. ACMS general secretary Madhusudan Khandait said that except Hindustan Lever Limited (HLL), all other tea companies had held discussions with the ACMS on the bonus issue and that by the first week of October, the bonus issue was expected to be settled. On HLL, he said that the company had sent its balance-sheet to the ACMS by post, and no representative had come for a discussion so far. "If this casual attitude on the part of the company leads to a law-and-order problem in the tea garden areas, the HLL will be solely responsible for it," he cautioned. As many as 21 ACMS branches across the State had reached agreements with about 150 tea garden managements locally on the issue so far, he said.

Gogoi moots mini hydel projects to ease power scene:

Guwahati: The State Government has decided to set up community-managed mini-and micro-hydel projects to step up power generation in the State, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi disclosed this at the inaugural function of the two-day 'Energy Summit' organised by the North East Chambers Of Commerce and Industry here on Sept 23. Addressing the 'summit', he said that the State Government had already taken up power reforms policies to augment power generation and improve the supply and distribution of power in the State. "At the same time, the State Government is looking for alternative energy sources like solar energy, biomass, etc., to bridge the gap between supply and demand of energy", he said.

GDMETA to conduct Periodical Evaluation Exam:

Guwahati: The Guwahati District ME Teachers Association is going to conduct the Periodical Evaluation Examination on October 12 comprising all ME and ME Madrassa schools within the jurisdiction of the Guwahati District ME Teachers' Association (GDMETA), stated a release. The release further said that GDMETA has decided to convene the Headmasters and Headmistress meeting of all ME and ME Madrassa schools within its jurisdiction on September 25 at 10am at Balabhadra Ojha Me School, Maligaon. 

News on 26th September '04
Assam Cong on recruitment overdrive, sets 50 lakh target: 

Guwahati: The Assam Pradesh Congress Committee is launching a drive to recruit 50 lakh members, including 1.5 lakh active members, in its ranks to boosts its electoral prospects at the 2006 Assembly elections. The process of recruiting the new members will be completed by November 17. according to Congress sources, the membership drive will be undertaken after a long interval to bolster the party ahead of the electoral battle. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, APCC president Bhubaneswar Kalita and AICC leaders are according top priority to the membership drive, they said. The Congress high command, Gogoi and Kalita are confident that the party would be benefited by the inclusion of 50 lakh members into the party fold. They feel that this, in turn, will make the task of defeating the AGP in the coming elections easier. 

Business down in Bhutan, security up after blast: 

Guwahati: The recent bomb blast at Gelephu in Bhutan, which killed two persons, has hit business in Gelephu town. According to the Kuensel, Bhutan's national newspaper, the incident has ended the hope of the daily curfew from 6.30 pm to 6 am, imposed after the military operations against the Indian insurgents in December last year, from being lifted soon. The blast has resulted in the indefinite closure of the Sunday market for ensuring the safety of the people, the Kuensel said, adding that the checkpost at the Indo-Bhutan border has also been sealed for now. Reports in the media in Assam said suspected NDFB rebels may have been behind the blast. 

Army denial false: AASU GS 

Guwahati: All Assam Students' union (AASU) general secretary Amiyo Kumar Bhuyan on Sept 26 said that the Army's denial of a raid on his Sisiborgaon residence in Dhemaji was totally "false and baseless". In a statement, Bhuyan said that the Army personnel not only raided his house, but also the granary, water tank and gardens. At the time of the raid, Bhuyan's mother, brother and sister were present in the house. Bhuyan's present in the house. Bhuyan's brother was also questioned about the ULFA. Meanwhile, the AASU top brass has condemned the raid and said that these acts would only lower the confidence of the people on the Army. 

'40% posts in NFR vacant'; Ministry diverting Railway safety funds: AISMA 

Guwahati: Coming down heavily on the Railway Ministry, the All India Station Masters' Association (AISMA) has alleged that the Government has not taken adequate steps to minimize accidents to ensure the safety of railway passengers. AISMA president GB Bhatt said, "The Indian Railways had raised a fund of about Rs 17,000 crore during the past four years to ensure safety of the passengers". He alleged that the funds have been diverted for expansion of railway network, construction of tracks and bridges, etc. Giving detailed statistics, AISMA's Negotiating Committee chairman M Ramani said that as many as 14,500 trains run daily today as compared to 3,500 in 1979. "But the number of posts of stationmasters have not been increased during the past 20 years in proportion to the rate of increase in the number of trains. Only 1,000 posts of station masters have been created in the two decades to increase the number to 33,000-34,000", he said, adding that out of these 34,000 posts, about 7,000 posts are lying vacant. On the NF Railway, general secretary T Vijay Kumar said that it was the most neglected zone in terms of facilities provided to both the public and the railway staff. The region is being treated as an isolated and remote area and the officers and employees are transferred to the NF Railway as punitive measures, he said. "As many as 40 per cent posts in the NR Railway are lying vacant", he said, adding that the Government Railway Police (GPF) and the Railway Protection Force (RPF) are not well equipped to face insurgent groups in the region. 

News on 25th September '04 

CAG raps Assam for evading queries: 

Guwahati: The Principal Accountant General (Audit), Assam, Mr Sword Vashum has alleged that the response of the State Government departments in submitting replies against the inspection reports of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) is not encouraging. While talking to media persons her on Sept 24, he laid stress on creating an awareness among the people so that the loopholes regarding the siphoning off of money out of the State exchequer could be plugged for a better and accountable governance in State. Giving detailed statistics, he said that a total of 5,941 inspection reports and 26,350 "paragraphs" of the CAG reports are pending due to non-receipt of proper replies with adequate information from various departments like Public Health Engineering, Irrigation, Flood Control, Inland Water Transport, Civil and Public Works Departments. It may be mentioned here that there are about 40 departments which fall under the Civil Department. Out of the total 5,941 reports submitted so far, the number of inspection reports, against which the audit office had not received the initial replies from the departments, had reached 1,739 till the end of the financial year, 2002-2003, he said. On the other hand, the audit office had recorded that 1,555 inspection reports and 5,834 paragraphs had not been settled for more than 10 years due to lack of satisfactory and adequate replies from the concerned departments, he pointed out.

APCC for talks with ULFA Kalita: APCC revamp by next yr:

Guwahati: Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) president Bhubaneswar Kalita on Sept 24 said that his party was in favour of talks with the United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) to bring peace in the State. The APCC president said that the issue of sovereignty raised by the ULFA could be discussed in a preliminary discussion with the militant group to find out a roadmap for the peace process. "The APCC wants the talks to be held and we welcome all efforts made in this direction as the people of the State want peace for ushering in development," Kalita said.

Demand for 20% bonus gains ground:

Guwahati: Toeing the line of the Assam Tea Tribes Students' Association (ATTSA), the All India Central Council of Trade Unions (AICCITU) and the Asom Sangrami Cha Shramik Sangha have demanded that payment of 20 per cent bonus be made compulsory in the tea gardens owned by big companies. The two trade unions also threatened to launch a strong movement, including calling strikes in the tea gardens of the State if the demand is not met.

GMC turns deaf ear to its former employees:

Guwahati: At a time when Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi has said that the elimination of poverty and literacy is the prime objective of his government, Nayanmoni, Dipti and Bubul have been compelled to drop out of school due to intense penury, allegedly brought on by the indifferent attitude on the part of the Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) authorities in the matter of payment of dues to former employees. The father of these children, Girin Das, after retiring as a supervisor of the corporation's public works department in January 1, 2000, is yet to receive any retirement benefits and has been forced to live with an uncertain future along with his family. According to Guwahati Municipal Karmi Sangha (GMKS) sources, there are over a hundred cases of pending payments, as a result of which the families of retired and deceased workers are living amid poverty, disease and uncertainty. The employees' unions of the corporation are on an agitation path in support of their various demands, including payment of retirement benefits and jobs for the kin of deceased workers on compassionate grounds.

ICC to host NE tourism meet in Kolkata:

Guwahati: The Indian Chamber of Commerce, in active collaboration with the North Eastern Council, DONER and Tourism ministries, is organising a unique 'tourism conclave' to highlight the potential of the north-eastern State during the TAAI Convention in Kolkata on September 26. In a statement, the ICC informed that the conclave will be inaugurated by DONER Minister PR Kyndiah and addressed by Assam Governor and NEC Chairman Lt Gen (retired) Ajai Singh. Over 1,000 travel and tour operators, from India and aboard will attend the conclave, and discuss issues relating to concrete development of integrated tours which will open up the North-east to tourists from India and abroad. The conclave will also highlight the opportunities for tourism infrastructure in the region, including business opportunities in the hotel and hospitality industry, resorts for eco-tourism, adventure tourism, wildlife tourism, pilgrimage tourism and tea tourism. 

News on 24th September '04 

Army search in Amiyo Kr Bhuyan's house at Dhemaji; AASU hits out at Gogoi, Statewide protest on Sept 23: 

Guwahati: Leaders of the All Assam Students' union (AASU) came down heavily on Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, who heads the state Home Department, for the Army search in the Dhemaji house of AASU general secretary Amiyo Kumar Bhuyan on the night of September 20. The agitated student body has decided to observe a Statewide protest on September 23 by hoisting black flags. According to an AASU release, the Army had gone to the Dhemaji house of the open the door, asked them about Amiyo Kumar Bhuyan and searched the house. The incident has sent a shock wave among the ranks of the AASU, whose advisor, Dr Samujjal Bhattacharyya and president Prabin Boro strongly condemned Chief Minister Tarun Gogoim for the Army action. In a statement issued to the press, the two student leaders said that a search by men in uniform under the command of none other than Gogoi in the house of leaders of the AASU, a student body dedicated to the cause of peace and harmony in the State, was quite surprising and condemnable in the strongest terms. They said that the AASU, since its inception, had always been working for establishing a violence-free atmosphere in the State, as a watch dog against atrocities on innocent people by security forces, and have always stood by the people whenever the interests of the State are threatened. They hit out at Gogoi by saying that despite having been received 'prior information regarding the blast at Dhemaji', the Government led by him in the State had failed utterly in protecting the lives of innocent students, and now it has adopted steps to repress the voice of AASU leaders. It may be mentioned here that the Army had gone to the house of AASU president Prabin Boro and former president (now MP) Sarbanda Sonowal earlier.

Laloo's assurance to broad-gauge rail demand body:

Dhubri: The Mainaguri-Jogighopa Broad-gauge Rail demand Committee, in its recent meeting with the union Railways Minister Laloo Prasad Yadav, got positive response to its demands, Committee sources said. Mr Yadav reportedly had assured the delegation of all possible help to implement the project. But the ongoing work of the project has been stalled due to non-acquisition of land in the Boxirhat-Golokganj sector of the proposed rail line. According to reports, Rs 11 crore has already been released by the Centre which is reportedly deposited with the Dhubri district administration. But for reasons best known to the authorities, the money which had been reportedly released in March last, has not yet been paid to the land owners as compensation for the acquisition of their land, thereby holding up work of this important project. No effort has been seen on the part of the Mainaguri-Jogighopa Broad-gauge Rail Demand Committee also to get the locked up fund released from the district authorities.

Media Trust seminar in city; Avoid confrontation, CM urges media: 

Guwahati: Chief Minister Gogoi has called for a better cooperation among the legislature, judiciary, executive and media, which, he described as the four pillars of democracy. He was speaking at the inaugural session of the two-day national seminar on "Social role of media and building up of a National Information Resource Centre-cum Archive for the North-east" at the auditorium of the Institute of Engineers in city on Sept 21.

Bus operators gets High Court breather:

Guwahati: The Gauhati High Court has given directions to the effect that all existing stage carriage permits, contract carriage permits, All Assam Tourist permits would continue to hold till the writ petition filed by the All Assam Transport Association (AAMTA) against the recent Government notification regarding the nationalisation of 602 routes in the State was disposed off. This came as temporary reprieve for the AAMTA which lodged the petition at the court after all its efforts towards the revoking of the notification failed. It may be noted that the State Transport Department issued a notification for the nationalisation of 602 routes in the State on Sept 1 and floated advertisements in the newspapers in this regard on Sept 4. The High Court bench comprising Justice IA Ansari further instructed that no new stage carriage permits would be issued except in the name of the Assam State Transport Corporation (ASTC) for the routes mentioned in the government notification. However, the permits of the existing stage carriages can be renewed till the writ petition is disposed off. The next hearing of the case is on October 11.

AASU demo on floods, erosion:

Guwahati: In support of its demand to declare flood and erosion as national problems, the All Assam Students' Union (AASU) volunteers on Sept 21 staged a sit-in demonstration in front of all the offices of the Brahmaputra Board. Meanwhile, the AASU leaders, led by advisor Dr Samujjal Bhattacharya and general secretary Amiya Kumar Bhuyan, called on Union Water Resources Minister Priya Ranjan Dasmunshi in the morning and urged him to take immediate steps to protect the Majuli island and declare floods and erosion as national problems.

Explosives found in city:

Guwahati: In a joint search operation, Chandmari and Latasil police recovered four detonators, explosives and a few iron plates from an autorickshaw (AS 01- B 1910) at Kharguli area in the wee hours on Sept 21, police sources said. The police have picked up the autorickshaw driver, Dulal Kalita and five others for interrogation, the sources added.

Rs 15-cr city jail for 1,000 inmates:

Guwahati: the new Guwahati Central Jail, which is coming up at Sarusajai on the outskirts of the city, will be built on the lines of the Pondicherry Central Jail with a few alternations. All modern facilities of security will be installed in the new state-of-the-art jail which will house 1,000 prisoners that is double the capacity of the present jail located at Fancy Bazar. Official sources said here that the new Central jail would be constructed at a cost of Rs 15 crore and that the construction work would begin from November this year. The work on the new jail is likely to be completed within 14 months, they said, adding that the 123-year-old Guwahati Central Jail would be shifted from its current site to Sarusajai after that. The new jail have 60 staff quarters, they added. 

News on 23rd September '04 

SC midday meal order hits Assam funds block: 

Guwahati: The State Government is in trouble over the implementation of the recent Supreme Court directive that cooked midday meals be provided in LP and ME schools in the state. As pilot projects, the scheme of cooked meals is being undertaken in five districts of the State, but severe financial crunch and other attendant difficulties are proving to be a hindrance. It may be mentioned here that the five districts where the pilot projects are on are Dhubri, Bongaigaon, Darrang, Chirang and Udalguri. According to official sources, the scheme should have got under way on September 1 last in accordance with the Supreme Court directive. The State Government will need Rs 250 crore annually to implement the cooked midday meal scheme in all the districts of the State, the sources said, adding that the Government has to generate its own resources to meet the expenses as there will be no Central assistance. The State government has been forced to divert the funds from another Central Government project to implement the pilot projects in the five districts, the sources said.

Bonus issue hots up, ATTSA wants 20%:

Guwahati: In what appears to be repeat of last year, the bonus issue may create major trouble in the tea gardens of Assam in the forthcoming festive season as the Assam Tea Tribes Students' Association (ATTSA) has raised a strong demand for 20 per cent bonus for tea labourers. The situation seems to have taken a critical turn in view of the fact that the most influential tea tribe student organisation recently hardened its stand on the bonus issue and asked for 20 per cent, the maximum limit of bonus as per the existing rules. In a meeting Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on June 12 last, the AATSA had requested the State Government to solve the core problems plaguing tea gardens like crisis of portable water, bad healthcare system and revival of sick gardens.

Now, APSC strength to be downsized:

Guwahati: In view of the reduced work load, the State Government has finally decided to downsized to downsize the Assam Public Service Commission (APSC). The decision has been taken in consonance with the recommendations made by the one-man committee headed by Tapan Lal Baruah, which suggested that the number of members of the APSC be reduced from 10 to 6 and that a special quota for women be introduced, the sources said.

Amul Shakti forgery case; Forensic lab, Health Dept sit over tests:

Guwahati: Even though the City Police has completed the investigations into the sensational Amul Shakti label forgery case, it is unable to file the charge sheet in the case because the Forensic Science Laboratory, Kahilipara and the Kamrup Health Department are unduly delaying the submission of the test reports of the samples of the seized product and labels on their containers. According to the police, the samples of Amul Shakti bottles had been sent to the Forensic Science Laboratory way back on May 13, 2004 to ascertain the 'Originality' of the new labels superimposed, and if they match with the old labels or not. Over four months have elapsed, but the police is yet to receive the report from the FSL. The health Department, Kamrup also does not seems to be worked up over the case either, as it appears to have treated the case casually. According to police sources, food inspectors from the Office of the Joint director, Health, Kamrup had also taken samples of the seized Amul Shakti bottles for test. But over four months have elapsed, and yet the report has not been received by the police till date.

STATFED offers VRS to 403 employees:

Guwahati: Assam STATFED has agreed to give VRS to 403 employees out of 1,700 employees within the next two months, company chairman Akon Bora said. He said the State Government had allotted Rs 10 crore to implement the scheme. Mr Bora said the STATFED board of directors had accepted the unions proposal for pay revision and had already sent it to the State Government for its approval. Mr Bora and company Managing director Md Eunus on Sept 21 vehemently denied reports published in a section of the press about major irregularities and fund misappropriation. Md Eunus said a section of the employees misguided by some people with vested interest had made false statement to the media to malign the present chairman and managing director. 

News on 22nd September '04 

UPDS working on behalf of Cong: Dr Rongpi: 

Diphu: The UPDS has been carrying out a systematic propaganda against the CPI (ML) at the behest of the Congress to corner the CPI (ML). This was stated by Dr Jayanta Rongpi, former MP and CPI (ML) leader while addressing a press conference at Diphu recently. Refuting the allegation made by the UPDS of paying Rs 1 crore to the KLNLF (UPDS anti-talks faction) during the last Lok Sabha election, Dr Rongpi said that by making this type of baseless allegations, the UPDS has become a laughing stock for the people. Referring to another example, Dr Rongpi said that a few months ago, the UPDS used to propagate that the CPI (ML) is the instrument of Government machinery and an agent of RAW. And now the same organisation is propagating that the CPI (ML) is anti-social and hobnobbing with the KLNLF.

Pending cases: Gogoi for night shift in High Court; Assam seeks Rs 2,000- cr flood relief, wants solution: 

Guwahati: The State Government wants the introduction of a night shift at the High Court along with the curtailment of the vacation period to expedite the disposal of pending cases. It also termed as undesirable the intervention of the High Court in some cases relating to appointment and transfer. On the other hand, the State Government wants a separate policy for the permanent rehabilitation of the flood-affected people of the State. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi said that the Assam Government offered the suggestion to introduce a night shift at the high courts at a recent all-India meeting of judges in New Delhi. It also suggested the curtailment of the vacation in the courts, the chief Minister added. Gogoi said that the High Court's interference in some cases of appointment and transfer affects the functioning of the Government.

Cong, AGP declare Moran candidates:

Guwahati: The Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) on Sept 20 announced the name of Paragjyoti Baruah as its candidate for the Moran by-election, slated for October 13. Baruah is a resident of Dibrugarh and his nomination was expected lines. He is the president of the Yuba Parishad of Dibrugarh district and the vice-president of the Dibrugarh AGP unit. Meanwhile, the ruling Congress party, too, expectedly announced the candidature of Jibantara Ghatowar, wife of former APCC president, Paban Singh Ghatowar.

2-day convention on ULFA-govt talks; Chorus for unconditional peace talks at AJYCP meet:

Guwahati: Participants compromising well known personalities who attended the Jatiya Mahasabha, organised by the Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuba Chatra Parishad (AJYCP) here to mount pressure on both the Government and the ULFA to enter into peace negotiations, have urged the insurgent group to give up its talks centering around the issue of sovereignty. The ULFA had said that only if the government agrees to discuss the sovereignty issue.

Dibrugarh SULFA leader arrested, gets bail:

Guwahati: Lahowal Police on Sept 20 arrested SULFA leader Saurov Gogoi on charges of intimidation, assault, wrongful confinement and threat to one cloth merchant, Shankarlal Damani of Marwaripatty area in Dibrugarh. He was granted bail. However, the police seized his personal weapon. Further investigation is on. Damani had lodged an FIR at Lahowal PS.

Bhutan, China to share hydrological data; Brahmaputra Board to be revived: Dasmunshi:

Guwahati: Union Water Resources Minister Priya Ranjan Dasmunshi has announced that the Union government is committed to reviving the Brahmaputra Board by next year. Mr Dasmunshi, who is on a two-day tour of the State, said that he would hold discussions at various levels to prepare a report of the task force constituted to tackle flood and erosion in the State. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi and all the MPs of the State held discussions with the Union Water Resources Minister in the afternoon on Sept 20 to find out a viable solution to the perennial flood and erosion problems of the State.

Centre cautions Assam on touts:

Guwahati: Union Minister of state for External Affairs A Ahamed has asked the Assam Government to take stern action against touts engaged in illegal immigration. In a letter to chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, Ahamed asked the State Government to take action against the touts who were duping the people with the promise of immigration to Europe and America. He said that many young people were falling prey to these touts and landing up in foreign lands.

We shall remember Dhemaji victims through awards: CM

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Sept 20 announced that the State government would institute 13 awards in different fields in memory of the Dhemaji blast victims. The awards will be given in diverse fields like sports, adventure, education and others. Speaking at the investiture ceremony to present this year's medallions for the Jevan Raksha Padak at the Raj Bhavan here, Mr Gogoi said that Dhemaji incident as people have openly come out against violence. He said that today's age is for the brave and adventurous and that the younger generation should carry on the fight against all evils. It may be mentioned here that the Jeevan Raksha Padak medallions this year were given to two boys from the State, Vivek Purkayastha of Ulubari, Guwahati and Abhinab Gogoi of Konwarpur, Sivasagar. The award carries a citation and Rs 30,000 in cash. The Government of India selected 28 people from all over the country for the award this year. 

News on 21st September '04 

Stir threat by new Assam teachers' body: 
Guwahati: In protest against the State Government's "undemocratic" ways of addressing the problems of the teaching fraternity in the State, the Assam Teachers' and Employees' Joint forum, an apex body of ten organisations, has decided to launch a strong movement from October 2. The forum, which was formed on September 12 to spearhead the agitation against the alleged anti-education policies of the state Government, has demanded of the Government to release a white paper on education within September 30. 

Cops, GMCH at war over news of accident victim's 'death': 

Guwahati: Contrasting versions by the police and authorities at the Guwahati Medical College and Hospital (GMCH) have led to a great pandemonium at the GMCH premises here. A person reported dead in the hospital registers on the night of September 17 was later found alive and recuperating in the emergency ward of the GMCH. According to reports available, the police admitted one Sujit Bhattacharjee, who had met with an accident at the Lal Ganesh area under Fatasil Ambari police station, in an unconscious state at the GMCH. Later, the police outpost at the GMCH informed the City Police over VHF sets that Bhattacharjee was dead. The Fatasil Ambari police then relayed the message to Bhattacharjee's friends. When Bhattacharjee's friends did not find the body at the morgue, they searched elsewhere and found Bhattacharjee in the emergency ward. Later, the friends alleged that an entry in the hospital registers mentioned that Bhattacharjee was dead when he was brought to the GMCH. Meanwhile, Bhattacharjee's relatives and friends have shifted him to the ICU of the GNRC. The chief superintendent and principal of the GMCH, Dr MM Deka told that it is not clear how the police got false message of Bhattacharjee's death which it relayed to his friends. He termed the whole incident as an attempt to malign the image of the GMCH. 

Hunt on to trace Curzon kin to grace Kaziranga fest: 

Guwahati: Efforts are on to trace the descendent of British Viceroy Lord Curzon and Lady Curzon, who were closely associated with Kaziranga National Park, the home of the famed Indian one-horned rhino, to grace the park's centenary celebrations in February next year. Chief Conservator of Forest MC Malakar told PTI that the government has set up a Park Centenary Celebration Committee which was trying with the help of British high Commission to find out if there were relatives of Lord Curzon. 

Bus knocks down two in city: 

Guwahati: Two persons were run over by a city bus (AS01 B 6459) near the Hanuman temple in New Guwahati under Noonmati police station here this afternoon. Police said that the city bus, coming from the Chandmari side, knocked down two cyclists, Jeheruddin (28) and Aminul Haque (20) of Nijarapar in Noonmati, killing them on the spot. 

'Cloth merchant intimidated, asked to transfer ownership of plot of land to SULFA leader'; Criminal case against Dibrugarh SULFA leader: 

Guwahati: The Lalowal Police has registered a case (120/04) under Section 342, 506 and 34 IPC against Saurov Gogoi alias Bhai, a former militant, and his close associates on charges of criminal intimidation, assault, wrongful confinement and threats to one Sankar Lal Damani, a cloth merchant of Marwari Patty, Dibrugarh. The FIR filed against them by Damani at Lahowal police station alleged that he had been criminally intimidated by SULFA leader Sourav Gogoi and his associates, and they had asked him to transfer the ownership of his 12 bighas of land, located at Mohanbari Tinali, in Gogoi's favour. When refused to change the ownership of the land, the FIR alleged, Gogoi had beaten up Damani, and threatened him that he would be killed if he did not do as asked. Damani also alleged that he had been asked to signed the sale deed of the land, but he refused to do so. Damani's complaint was sent to the Home Commissioner, the DIG, the commanding Officer of Dibrugarh0based Army, 28 Punjab Regiment, the Superintendent of Police and DC, Dibrugarh for immediate redressal, and to provide him and his family members adequate security. 

News on 20th September '04 

Dilip Saikia murder case; AASU smells a rat, demands magisterial probe: 

Golaghat: The sensational Dilip Saikia murder case has taken a new turn as the Ghiladhari Anchalik Students' Union, an unit of the AASU, said that it suspects the involvement of a third party in the murder. The student union, in a memorandum to the Golaghat Deputy Commissioner, demanded a magisterial inquiry into the murder. It may be mentioned here that on the night of the August 29, small tea grower Dilip Saikia of Saudang Gaon under Ghiladhari district had been brutally killed in his garden. Sources said that some persons had come to his residence that night and informed him that some miscreants had stolen green leaves from his garden. When he had gone to the garden, the miscreants attacked him with axe, dao, and rod. Saikia died on the spot. In this connection, Ghiladhari Police arrested six persons. But the Ghiladhari Anchalik Students' union alleged that the arrested persons had been sent to Golaghat jail without any interrogation. The student union alleged that due to the pressure made by the third party, Ghiladhari Police had not interrogated the accused, and sent them to jail.

Jibantara and Pragjyoti may face Moran battle:

Guwahati: Though the Congress and the AGP are yet to formally announce the names of their candidates, sources have confirmed that the candidatures of Jibantara Ghatowar and Pragjyoti Baruah have been finalised by the Congress and the AGP respectively for the Moran by-election. Meanwhile, the BJP has announced the name of Jadav Dihingiya for the by-poll, slated for October 13. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, who had returned from New Delhi on Sept 20, told that he had discussed the candidature of Ms Ghatowar with AICC general secretary and in-charge of Assam Digvijay Singh, secretary Chandan Bagehi and APCC president Bhubaneswar Kalita in New Delhi. Gogoi has expressed confidence that the Congress will win the Moran seat. "All the party leaders have joined the electoral fray to ensure the victory of the Congress candidate", he said.

No intention to float new party, says Mahanta:

Guwahati: Putting an end to media speculations that he will launch a new political party, former Chief Minister and AGP's founder-president Prafulla Kumar Mahanta said on Sept 18 that he could never think along such a suicidal line. The veteran AGP leader said: "It's very painful for someone to desert a party which is his creation. I can never think of floating a new party leaving the AGP". He , however, admitted that many educationists, intellectuals and others were constantly putting pressure on him to float a new party.

ULFA hails AJYCP meet:

Guwahati: On the eve of the Asom Jatiyatabadi Juba Chatra Parishad (AJYCP) sponsored three-day 'national meet on ULFA-Government of India talks' slated from September 21 at Guwahati, United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) chairman Arabinda Rajkhowa has appealed to the organisers of the meeting and the people of the State not to allow the meet to be used as a tool by any political or political leader to subserve their political interest.

Cable operators taking viewers for a ride:

Guwahati: Even as low quality of cable services and the malpractices of cable operators have deprived citizens across Assam from accessing quality cable networks, the cable operators themselves are plagued by infighting and undercutting by competitors. It is a case of utter chaos in Guwahati, where in some areas citizens can see more than 82 channels, whereas in some other localities they have to cough up more money for less channels. The district administration in 2003 had fixed Rs 275 as cable fees and Rs 10 extra as sales tax. However, in some localities people who can only access 30 channels are forced to pay Rs 250. Cable operators, in search for easy money, continue using old cable wires and amplifiers. The 450 MW amplifier used earlier is now being replaced by the 750 Mw, to increase channel access and picture quality. Needless to say, several unscrupulous operators compromise on new cable wires and amplifiers to reduce their operating costs. Ultimately, it is the viewers who suffer.

SBI I-banking to deliver rail tickets at home:

Guwahati: A live demonstration of Internet banking (I-banking) operations was organised by the State Bank of India (SBI), Guwahati branch recently. The customers were given live demonstration on paying their telephone, electricity, mobile bills etc., on-line. Under the e-rail scheme of the I-banking, the customers could book their tickets on-line and after paying nominal charges, the tickets would be delivered at their doorsteps by the Railways, the releases added. The scheme has been introduced in Guwahati along with 13 other metro cities of the country. 

News on 19th September '04 

GOC: RBA alert, no new ULFA camps in Bhutan: 

Tezpur: The GOC of the Army's IV Corps Lt Gen Anup S Jamwal on Sept 16 dismissed report of the outlawed ULFA setting up new camps in Bhutan, and said that the Army had no such information. According to him, following unfounded reports that ULFA militants might create trouble during the Assembly elections in Arunachal Pradesh, and that the militants are trying to enter the State through the riverine border on the Brahmaputra and its tributaries, the Army has been maintaining a strict vigil. He rubbished the reports that the outfit might create any trouble during Arunachal Pradesh Assembly polls. Terming the recent Dhemaji blast as the 'turning point of insurgency in Assam', Jamwal said, the ULFA has been desperately carrying out attacks on soft targets like women, children and innocent bus passengers.

Rising shock Rajbari:

Guwahati: Rising Eleven collected full points in the Sekhar Goswami A Division Football League defeating Rajbari Club 3-2 in a keenly-fought contest at the Nehru stadium on Sept 16. The defeat was very shocking for Rajbari as in the last match they had defeated one of the strongest sides of the league FCI. Bikash Kathar scored twice for the winners while the third one was scored by Sachin Singh. Rajbari reduced the margin through M Rabha and Santosh singh. 

News on 18th September '04
NESO calls NE bandh on Oct 5: 

Guwahati: The North East Students' Organisation (NESO) has called a 12-hour North-east bandh from 5am on October 5 demanding the immediate withdrawal of the AFSPA from the North-east, stopping the infiltration into the region, a permanent solution to the floods and erosion, solution to the Chakma refugee problem in the region, 100 per cent employment opportunities for the local candidates in all Central Government departments and undertaking in the region etc.

Ulubari flyover opened;

WB moved with Rs 2,500-cr road plan:

Guwahati: At last, the second lane of the Bishnuram Medhi flyover at Ulubari in the city has been opened for vehicular traffic on Sept 16 by Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, who also holds the PWD (Plains) portfolio. In his inaugural speech, Gogoi said that the State Government had already submitted a Rs 2,500-crore project to the World Bank for boosting road connectivity in the State. He also said that the overbridge in Athgaon in the city would be opened for traffic in November.

Forces begin 'psychological war' on ULFA:

Guwahati: The Unified Command in the State has begun a full-scale 'psychological war' against the United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) that had rocked the State during August by triggering off blast and carrying out grenade attacks, mainly on soft targets. According to highly-placed sources in the State police administration, this new tactics had been decided in the last Unified Command meeting after the Independence Day blast at Dhemaji where as many as 13 people, including children and women, had been killed.

Govt must talk with agitated workers: GMC councilors:

Guwahati: The Opposition councilors of the Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) demanded the State Government to negotiate with the agitating workers of the city civic so as to bring the derailed civic activities in the city back on track. The councilors reminded the Government of the promise it had made regarding the financial aspects of the Corporation. 

News on 17th September '04 

Only Cong has the right to rule Assam: Handique 

Demow: In a public rally at Demow in Sivasagar district recently, Union Minister of state for Parliamentary Affairs Bijoy Krishna Handique called upon the party cadres to be prepared for the 2006 Assembly elections. He said that the ideology of Mahapurush Sankardeva, who had established a classless society assimilating all sections, was completely destroyed under the last BJP regime. The BJP, according to him, encouraged communal riots, and large-scale killings which jeopardised peace and harmony in the country. He also came down heavily on Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra Modi for the riots in the State. He further said that Assam had been totally neglected during the NDA rule, and that no other party, except Congress, had the 'right' to rule Assam.

Middlemen of ULFA nabbed; Doctor, businessmen arrested for paying ransom to ULFA:

Dibrugarh: The Army, engaged in anti-insurgency activities in Tinsukia district, arrested Dr Sukhbir Singh Hans on charges of paying Rs 1 lakh to a middle man, Mukti Chetri for handling it over to ULFA. The Army also arrested the middleman and recovered the entire amount before being handed over to ULFA cadre Ujjal Gohain. The arrested doctor and middleman Chetri's confessional statements led the Army to arrest one Phul Bahadur Chetri and other five prominent businessmen of Tinsukia. Phul Bahadur Chetri was deputed by Dr Hans to witness the handling over of his money to the ULFA by the middleman Mukti Chetri. The Army later nabbed another middleman of the ULFA, Devajit Moran from Kakopathar in Tinsukia district, and recovered Rs 92,000 which he had collected from various businessmen on behalf of ULFA cadre Ujjal Gohain. The Army handed over the arrested persons to Doomdooma police station. The police registered a case (No.211/04) under Section 384 of IPC to this effect. Investigation is on.

Centre no to Assam demand for job quota: 

Guwahati: Stating that it goes against the provisions of the Constitution, the Centre has expressed its inability to concede to the demand of the Assam Government, the Opposition and various student organizations in the State for reservation of 80 per cent of Group 'C' posts and 100 per cent of Group 'D' posts for the indigenous people of the State in North-East Frontier Railway and other Central Government undertakings. The Assam Assembly had even adopted a resolution, pushing for reservations for the local residents of the State, but the Centre refused to take cognizance of it.

STATFED staff begin non-cooperation stir:

Guwahati: The All Assam STATFED Workers' Aikyamancha and the STATFED Fourth Grade Workers' Association have jointly launched their ceasework and non-cooperation movement against the management from Sept 13, as declared earlier, in support of their various demands, including the immediate ouster of STATFED chairman Akan Bora from his post. The two employees' unions have already been continuing their non-cooperation against Bora since September 2.

GMC strike begins, unions may stop water:

Guwahati: The normal functioning of the Guwahati Municipal corporation (GMC) has been hit by the indefinite strike called by four of its employeed' unions from Sept 13. Agitated workers paralyzed work in all offices of the GMC, including its head office at Kachhari and Mayor's office at Uzanbazar, to press for the fulfillment of their long-standing six-point charter of demands. Though "considering the inconvenience of the citizens", the joint forum of the four nations took a last-minute decision to exempt the supply of drinking water from the purview of the strike, the unions may discontinue even water supply if no positive response comes from the authorities or the State Government soon, the convenor of the join forum, Mr Chandan Sharma told on Sept 13. If the employees are forced to take such an extreme step in the near future, the government will be responsible for the resultant suffering caused to the citizens, he said.

Archana to be 6th GMC Commissioner during Gogoi tenure:

Guwahati: Newly appointed Guwahati Municipal corporation (GMC) Commissioner Archana Verma is going to assume charge this week. It is likely to be sticky wicket right from the beginning for her as the Corporation is currently bearing the brunt of the indefinite strike called by its four employees' unions, apart from the continuous bickering between the Opposition and the ruling Congress councilors over the Mayor's post.

State Govt monitoring tea estate bonus talks:

Guwahati: the state Government is exercising maximum caution to prevent a repeat of last year's violence in the tea gardens of the state over the bonus issue. Official sources said on sept13 that with ongoing negotiations between the tea garden managements, and the tea trade unions to fix the rates of bonus, adding that it is, however, keeping a close watch on the progress of things so that the situation does not take a turn for the worse. The sources said that the state government is hopeful that the bonus issue will be amicably settled between the two parties within this month in view of the progress of the talks. The Assam Cha Majdoor Sangh is holding parleys with the tea managements in the Brahmaputra Valley, while its counterpart, the Assam Chai Sramik Union is engaged in similar talks in the Barak Valley, they added. 

News on 16th September '04
4 ULFA cadres killed in encounter: 

Guwahati: Four ULFA members were killed in two separate incidence at Dhubri in Assam and Jerdoba Langapara under Meghalaya near Goalpara during the last 48 hours. According to official source, two ULFA cadres were killed in an encounter with a joint security force of police and CRPF at Khalisamari village under Golakganj PS in Dhubri in the morning on Sept 15. In another incident, the Army eliminated two ULFA men in Jerdoba Langapara in Meghalaya on Sept 14.

EC guidelines on Moran by-polls:

Guwahati: The Election Commission on Sept 15 issued a number of guidelines regarding printing and publication of election pamphlets and posters ahead of the October 13 by-elections in Assam. Official sources here said according to these guidelines, no person should print or publish any election pamphlet or poster without printing the names and address of the printer and publisher on its face. The Commission has directed that in case of any advertisement, election matter for or against any political party or candidate in the print media during the election period, the name and address of the publisher should be given along with the matter and advertisement. Section 127-A of the representation of People's Act, 1951, includes certain provisions regarding printing and publication of election pamphlets or posters. Any person who contravened any of the provisions would be liable to be punished with imprisonment or fine or with both, the sources added.

UGC to link NE colleges through NET:

Guwahati: The University Grants Commission (UGC) is actively considering a proposal to establish a web network uniting all the colleges of the north-eastern region in a bid to provide them a tool to access information through the Internet. The proposal, which was sent for New Delhi's approval, is expected to be implemented from next month. UGC Deputy Secretary (NE Region) Dr Srinivas said that under the ambitious 'UGC Computer Network Resource Centre Scheme', all the colleges in the North-east would be given Rs 1 lakh each to purchase computer sets and printers, and get Internet connections.

Assam welcomes SC move; 'Solve border row constitutionally':

Guwahati: The State Government has welcomed the supreme Court's move to constitute a one-man committee to find an amicable solution to the lingering border disputes that Assam has with Nagaland on the one hand and Arunachal Pradesh on the other. But the Government has made its stand clear that the demarcation of boundaries of the three States should be worked out on the basis of constitutional guidelines and not on historical contexts. The proposed panel is likely to be headed by the Director General of the Survey of India who is an acknowledged authority on the historical and constitutional parameters of the dispute.

Moran by-polls: TE bandh may affect Cong prospects:

Guwahati: While there has been some sort of confusion in the party over selection of the candidate for the by-election to the Moran Assembly constituency, slated for October 13, the Congress may face fresh trouble in the wake of the bandh called in the tea gardens by the Assam Tea Tribes Students' Association (ATTSA) on September 29 over the recent deaths due to water-borne diseases and the current stalemate on the issue of puja bonus for tea labourers, sources in the ruling party to formulate a concrete damage control formula before the ensuing electoral battle in Moran which has great political significance, the sources added.

Obtain receipts: drug dealers to customers:

Guwahati: Two major organisations of medicine dealers in the State have asked the customers to get proper sales receipts while buying medicines from pharmacies to avoid purchase of substandard drugs. Addressing a press conference in the city on Sept 15, the Assam Drug Dealers' Association and the Kamrup Medicine Dealers' Association denied that spurious and substandard medicines are being sold in the market in the State.

HC seeks report on PSU revival:

Guwahati: Acting on a PIL lodged by the Committee for Struggle to Revive Public Sector undertakings (CSRPSU), the Gauhati high Court has ordered the State Government to submit an interim report, highlighting the steps taken to resolve the problems besetting the public sector undertakings. The court further ordered the Government to take necessary steps for payment of two months' salaries to the employees of as many as 27 sick PSUs.

Ulubari flyover opening on Sept 16:

Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi will inaugurate the Bishnuram Medhi flyover at Ulubari on Sept 16 at 10.30 am. The foundation stone of the flyover was laid during the tenure of the Prafulla Kumar Mahanta-led AGP Government in 2000. The State PWD has constructed the flyover with financial assistance from the HUDCO. Though the flyover was to be completed within 18 months, due to unavoidable circumstances it could not be completed within the targeted period. 

News on 15th September '04 

Himanta sets up date with Gogoi; GMC unions give govt a break till Sept 25: 

Guwahati: The four employees' union of the Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC), which went on an indefinite strike on Sept 14, have decided to temporarily withdraw their stir from Sept 15 following an assurance given by the State Government. Normal functioning of the Corporation had been on strike. In a hurriedly convened meeting with the union leaders on Sept 14, minister of state for Planning and Development Himanta Biswa Sharma urged them to suspend their ongoing agitation and sought ten days of time for considering their six-point charter of demands.

New job policy for teachers on cards:

Guwahati: The State Government has started the process to adopt a new policy for appointment of teachers in schools. The recruitment process for filling up of several hundred vacant posts of teachers in the state is expected to start from November this year. It is worth mentioning that several anomalies in the process of recruitment of teachers during the Hiteswar Saikia and Prafulla Kumar Mahanta Governments had taken place and both the governments came in for severe criticism for this. Keeping in mind the earlier experiences, the Tarun Gogoi Government is going to implement the policy in the Elementary Education Department in the first phase so as to make the recruitment process more transparent and free from corruption. The policy will be implemented in Secondary and Higher Education Departments in subsequent phases.

Demand list; disabled groups set deadline:

Guwahati: In a renewed move, at least half a dozen organisations of physically challenged people, under the banner of the United Disabled Sangram Parishad, Assam (UDSPA), have given a 15 day ultimatum to the State Government for fulfilment of their ten-point charter of demands and threatened to launch an intensified joint agitation if the demands were not met within this period. A memorandum in this regard was submitted to chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Sept 13, urging him to take early measures to meet the demands of the disabled people of the State and "provide them with an opportunity to live with legitimate dignity", Rahim Badshah Ahmed, general secretary of UDSPA, told on Sept 14.Copies of the memorandum had also been sent to social Welfare Minister Gautam Roy, Minister of State for Planning and Development Himanta Biswa Sharma, Chief Secretary JP Rajkhowa and Chairman of the Assam Human Rights Commission Justice SN Phukan, he said.

Ideas on flood? Share with task force:

Guwahati: The State Government on Sept 14 announced the last date for submission of views and suggestions by the public, NGOs and other organisations in the State to the task force formed under the aegis of the Centre to tackle the flood problem in the State. Date has been fixed as September 20, leaving the concerned people and organisations less than a week to send their viewpoints to AK Mitra, Additional Chief Engineer, Water Resources Department, Assam. The views will taken into consideration to facilitate the work of the task force. It may be mentioned here that the Prime Minister had announced the formation of a task force to look into the problems of floods and erosion in Assam and other States in the country and suggest permanent solutions. Subsequently, a task force was constituted under the chairmanship of Jeya Seelan, Chairman, Central Water Commission. Following a meeting in New Delhi on August 31, three sub-groups of the task force were formed for different flood-prone States in the country. Assam and the north-eastern States are in Sub-group I, while Subgroup III Bihar and Eastern Uttar Pradesh.

ULFA cadre killed in Barpeta, SI hurt:

Guwahati: An ULFA militant was killed and a police sub-inspector was injured in an encounter in Barpeta district on Sept 14. Police sources here said the unidentified ULFA militant exchanged fire with police at Borbari in Barpeta district. A pistol, two magazines, two Chinese grenades and Rs 26,000 in cash were recovered from the slain militant, sources added.

Shifting of Guwahati Jail to Sarusajai finalised:

Guwahati: The shifting of the Guwahati Jail from its Fancy Bazar location to the Sarusajai area had been finalised on Sept 13 following the Kamrup (Metro) district administration handling over 80 bighas of land to the Inspector General of Prisons. Official sources said that the construction work, to be funded by the Centre, would begin soon.

Khabir Ahmed passes away:

Guwahati: Commandant of the 28th India Reservation (IR) Battalion Khabir Ahmed, who was also a popular short-story writer and columnist, died in the International Hospital here at 5.45 in the evening in Sept 14. He was admitted to the hospital on Sept 12 after he had suffered a severe heart attack. He was 56. Apart from his distinguished service as a commandant at the 28th IR Battalion, he was a regular columnist. 

News on 14th September '04 

ULFA using Naga hamlets as safe havens: police 

Jorhat: Ultras of the proscribed United Liberation front of Asom (ULFA) are now eyeing the hamlets of the interior villages in Nagaland as safe havens to escape police and Army operations, after carrying out subversive activities in the bordering districts of Assam like Jorhat, Golaghat and Sivasagar, thanks to their close proximity to the NSCN (IM).

Gogoi inspects Nemati project:

Jorhat: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Sept 13 visited the Nemati-Hatisal project at Nematighat here and inspected the bullhead, which was damaged in the recent wave of floods. Gogoi directed that repair work on the bullhead should be expedited to restore the damage. It may be mentioned here that the Rs 32-crore Nemati-Hatisal project was commissioned by the Centre in 1996.

'We want AFSPA to go from Assam'; AASU for truce with rebels, NRC update: 

Guwahati: The AASU has called on the Centre and the State Government to take a step forward in the negotiations process with the insurgents in Assam by announcing a unilateral 100-hour ceasefire, to be reciprocated by the militants. The students body has also called for an immediate update of the National Register of Citizens to solve the illegal migrants' problem, and has announced a slew of agitation programmes over the next few weeks on the problems faced by the state at present.

Garden bandh on September 29;

Diseases take 600 lives in Assam TEs: ATTSA:

Guwahati: During the last three months, more than 600 people have died of gastroenteritis, malaria and diarrhoea in the tea gardens of the State. The bulk of the deaths occurred in Sonitpur district where gastroenteritis and malaria claimed 252 lives. As many as 61 deaths had been reported from Sopai Tea Estate in the district. About 60 tea workers died in Belchiri Tea Estate, and Hagrajuli Tea Estate reported 50 deaths. This was disclosed by the president of the Assam Tea Tribes Students' Association (ATTSA), Mr Durga Bhumij at a press conference in the city on Sept 12. Payment of bonus to tea workers is no longer the burning issue, Bhumij said, adding that the focus now is on the supply of pure drinking water to the tea gardens of the State. The student leader rued that even after the passage of so many years, potable water is still not available to the tea labourers toiling in gardens. The tea tribes students body has called a bandh in all the tea estates of the State on September 29 in protest against the widespread deaths. It has also drawn up an elaborate agitational programme to press for their demands. A poster campaign will be launched from September 10 to October 5. On September 21, the student body will stage a dharna in front of the offices of the tea garden managements, and a couple of days later, on September 24, it will stage a two-hour dharna in front of the DC offices in the tea garden dominated districts.

Sathe: influx behind rise in Muslim population:

Guwahati: The conclusions of the census report, the rise of the Muslim population in the country, illegal migration into Assam and the resulting demographic changes as well as repeal of the IMDT Act will be some of the issues which the BJP has announced it will be taking to the people and creating awareness on. "All district units of the party have been directed to prepare and send date on these issues to the State headquarters, and we will then approach the public with these facts, demonstrating what the actual position in the State is," announced BJP central observer Arun Sathe, addressing journalists in the city on September 12. The decision to take these issues to the people was taken at the meeting of office-bearers of the party here on September 11, in presence of Sathe. A high-level committee of the party will be set up within the next few days to carry out this programme, according to be given the authority to chalk out the agitation programme based on these issues as well.

ACTA wants UGC scale from Jan 2000:

Guwahati: In protest against the lackadaisical attitude of the State Government towards the creation of a proper environment for higher education in the State by addressing the core issues raised by the teaching fraternity, the Assam College Teachers' Association (ACTA) has decided not to sign the attendance register on September 22. it has demanded that January 13, 2000 be made the cut-off date for implementation of the UGC scheme in terms of both the benefits accruing from the revised scale and other conditions, such as clearing of the National Eligibility Test (NET) or State Level Eligibility Test (SLET). Though the UGC has given benefits of revised scale from January 13, 2000 to the teachers, the State Government, by an office memorandum issued on June 22 last, asked the college teaches, who had been appointed after December 24, 1998 to complete a refresher course before December 31, 2004. 

News on 13th September '04 

NE pivotal in 'Look East' policy: Sikri 

Guwahati: The land-locked north-eastern States are set to witness an upsurge in economic activities with the Centre's decision to give a concrete shape to its 'Look East' policy. The Secretary (East), Ministry of External affairs, Mr Rajiv Sikri said that the North-east would benefit immensely from the Centre's endeavour to have a free-trade and greater regional cooperation with south East Asian Nations. He said that focus of the Centre would be on multi-faceted cooperation with the ASEAN countries from 2006 to 2016.

'North-east must first keep its house in order':

Ceniseas meet concludes:

Guwahati: Scholars, policymakers and South Asia on Sept 11 stressed on the fact that, whereas greater economic ties of this region with neighbouring countries would bolster growth, the NE States themselves needed to work together to solve mutual issues and protect their common interests. This point of view emerged after two days of analysis by the experts and participants in the "CENISEAS Forum: towards a New Asia", under, the Omeo Kumar das Institute of Social Change and Development. Whereas it was generally agreed that such discussions would help in evolving a framework for inter-regional cooperation, the participants and experts also cautioned against glossing over the ground realities of the North-east. "The global softening of borders is an opportunity for growth which must not be missed by the people of the North-east, but at the same time we have to look at the risks involved", pointed out Sanjib Baruah, senior fellow and head, CENISEAS, at the "concluding round Table" of the conference.

ASEAN group to tackle terror:

Guwahati: A joint working group comprising India and its neighbouring countries- Nepal, Sri Lanka, Bhutan, Myanmar, Bangladesh and Thailand- has been formed to root out insurgency from the region, secretary, Ministry of External affairs, Mr Rajiv Sikri said here on September 11. Sikri said that the member countries of the group had discussed all issues, including steps to tackle terrorism, supply of arms and ammunition to North-east rebel groups, infiltration to the region, etc. According to him, under the programme of the group, India regularly holds dialogue with Myanmar on the camps of North-east rebels in that country. "It's an issue of concern to everyone in the region", he said.

AAMSU too for updating of NRC from March, '71:

Guwahati: On the basis of a consensus reached with the AASU, the All assam Minorities Students' union (AAMSU) has demanded that the National register of Citizens (NRC) be updated in accordance with the cut-off date of March 25, 1971 as per the Assam Accord, before issuing photo identity cards in the state. A delegation of the student body recently submitted a memorandum to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh in this regard.

Textbooks from next session, without hitch:

Guwahati: The State government has taken eleborate measures to streamline the free distribution of school textbooks under the Sarba Siksha Abhijan (SSA) from the next academic session. The textbooks will be distributed among the students in December itself immediately after the completion of the annual examinations. The new academic session begins in January next year.

News on 12th September '04 

Ghatowar Cong poll observer for Arunachal: 

Guwahati: Congress president Sonia Gandhi has appointed former Union Minister Pawan singh Ghatowar and former AICC secretary Naresh Rawal as election observers for the forthcoming assembly elections in Arunachal Pradesh. Assembly election in Arunachal Pradesh is slated from October 7.

Verma given addl charge of investment:

Guwahati: The additional secretary to Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, Mr Niraj Verma has been appointed as the nodal officer for investment (domestic and foreign). He will immediately assume charge of his new post, besides carrying out his earlier duties, official sources here said.

Section 144 in Kamrup, outskirts:

Guwahati: The Kamrup and Kamrup (Metro) district administrations have promulgated order under section 144 of the CrPc with immediate effect. The order bans assembly of five or more persons in public places, carrying of arms and ammunition, processions or sloganeering in public places and use of loudspeakers, according district officials of both districts.

Assam Cong bent on 'clean image'; Gogoi may go for reshuffle ahead of polls:

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi is likely to opt for a reshuffle of his Cabinet in January next year, keeping in mind the approaching Assembly elections, and to present a cleaner and more efficient image of his government in front of the people. According to sources closes to the Chief Minister, the indications are that Gogoi might opt for new faces in his Cabinet, even as his choice is limited by the People's representation Act, under which the size of the ministry cannot go beyond 19, the size to which it was reduced after the downsizing exercise earlier this year.

'NE needs political bond with India, econ ties with S Asia':

Guwahati: "For genuine fulfillment of the aspirations of the people of the North-east, the region must look forward to political integration with India while striving for economic integration with South Asia. On the other hand, the rest of the country must also get rid of the traditional suspicion over sub-regional cooperation", said leading Congress think-tank and Rajya Sabha MP Jairam Ramesh, while delivering the inaugural lecture of the "CENIEAS Forum: Towards a New Asia". The two-day long conference, organized by CENISEAS under the aegis Omeo Kumar Das Institute of Social Change and Development here, has experts discussing various aspects of the proposed 'look-east policy' and the North-east's future in relation to South Asia. The topics under discussion include trade across international borders, the problems and prospects of transnational cooperation and the emerging idea of closer ties among Bangladesh, China, India and Myanmar.

Talks fail, GMC workers' strike from Sept 13:

Guwahati: The last-minute effort to ward off the indefinite strike called by the four employees' unions of the Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) from Sept 13 failed to yield any result on Sept 10. The meeting convened by Deputy Mayor Ranendra Kumar Sen with the union leaders ended without any consensus.

Indian envoy in Dhaka seeks info on ULFA:

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Sept 10 held a meeting with the Indian High Commissioner to Bangladesh, Ms Veena Sikri and the Secretary of the Ministry of Economic affairs (East), Mr Rajiv Sikri to discuss several issues ranging from border security and trade to infrastructure development at the Janata Bhavan. During the discussion, Ms Sikri called for regular feedback from the State Government about people providing logistic and arms support to the banned ULFA.

Assam teachers' body threatens exam boycott:

Guwahati: The Asom Madhyamik Sikshak Aru Karmachari Sanstha has threatened to boycott the coming annual examinations, if the state Government does not take immediate steps to address the longstanding demands of the teachers and employees of the schools. Protesting against the so-called lackadaisical attitude of the State Government in redressing their grievances, all the district units of the teachers and employees' bodies on Sept 10 staged sit-in demonstrations in front of the offices of School Inspectors across the State.

Cong, AGP set for Moran battle:

Guwahati: Both the Congress and the opposition AGP are gearing up to face the Moran bye-elections. The polls in this Assembly constituency, scheduled for October 13, have become a prestige issue for the Congress, which is eager to win back the seat from the AGP, which will be trying to defend at all cost. 

News on 11th September '04
Gas cracker project in Lepetkata; GAIL to complete formalities within 4 months: 

Guwahati: With the exit of the Reliance assam Petrochemicals Limited in the much-hyped gas cracker project, the entry of the Gas authority of India Limited (GAIL) has rekindled hope. The new entrant sent a top-level delegation, headed by Mr Binoy Kumar, Deputy General Manager, Mr A K Maskar, senior Manager and Mr T Rangarajan, to Lepetkata, the proposed site of the project. After a threadbare discussions with the officials of the district administration assured the delegation of providing power and telecommunication to the proposed project. The district administration has already acquired 3,323 bighas of land out of which 296 bighas are government land and the rest 3,027 bighas are patta land. Later, the GAIL officials assure to complete the necessary formalities within four months.

Home Ministry's directive furnish detailed report on illegal migrants in Assam; Intelligence agencies in a fix:

Jorhat: The Central Intelligence agencies, operating in the State, are in a fix following the Union Home Ministry's directive to furnish a detailed report on the illegal migrant population in each district of Assam. According to sources, this is a near impossible task as no record exists of the illegal migrant population in the districts and it is difficult to detect and identify the aliens.

Women ULFA cadre arrested in city: 

Guwahati: One woman ULFA cadre, Nilima Rajbongshi, wife of Azad Barua, the self-styled finance secretary of the outfit, was arrested in the night on Sept 8 by city Police from a rented house in Beltola Tinali here. Some incriminating documents and ammunition were recovered from her possession. House belongs to one Manuj Sarma.

APCC team change camps before shake-up?:

Guwahati: Even as hectic lobbying has begun among the office-bearers of the APCC to hold on to their posts in the coming reshuffle in the party organization, indications are that the shake-up itself might be delayed for some time.

Schools in 5 dists to start midday meal scheme soon:

Guwahati: In accordance with a directive from the Supreme Court, the State Government is starting a midday cooked meal scheme in five districts of Assam from this month. A total of 728,215 students in Dhubri (1,911 schools), Darrang (1,376 schools), Bongaigaon (802 schools), Udalguri (858 schools) and Chirang (617 schools) districts will be benefited by the scheme. The daily meal will consist of rice, dal and vegetables, besides eggs every Monday.

It not just a book stall, it was an institution in itself: AXX chief BN Dutta;

Manuscripts recovered from gutted Lawers' Book Stall:

Guwahati: After the catastrophic fire, which broke out in the wee hours of Sunday, the Lawyers' Book Stall has recovered a few manuscripts from two partially damaged computer hard discs. The fire gutted four computers, which had stored all the books published by the Lawyers' Book Stall, along with lakhs of valuable books. The manager of the stall, Manabendra Sharma told that the proof copies of a few unpublished books- Botrish Xingsaxan, a children's book, Nabajatakar Namakaran and a collection of articles by the Sankar Krishti Bikash Kendra here, could be retrieved from the partly damaged hard discs of the computers. Expressing grief over the fire, Axom Xahitya Xabha president Dr Birendra Nath Dutta said that the Lawyers's Book Stall was not merely a bookstall, but an institution, which had published a large number of valuable books. "It was a sad news for all the Assamese people. The Lawyers' Book Stall has been doing business yesterday and it is definitely a good news for us," he said.

Tripartite pact signed on cancer institute:

Guwahati: The third tripartite agreement between the Department of Atomic Energy, Government of India, the North Eastern Council (NEC) and the Government of Assam for the development of Dr B Barooah Cancer Institute, Guwahati, was signed in New Delhi on September 8 at the governing body meeting was held with NEC Chairman an Assam Governor of Lt Gen (retd) Ajai Singh in the chair, said Assam health and Family Welfare Dr Bhumidhar Barman, from New Delhi on September 8. 

News on 10th September '04 

Special duty medals for City SP, ASP: 

Guwahati: The Government of India has given the special duty medal for distinguished service to City SP Hiren Nath. Nath has given the award for his contributions towards maintaining law and order in the city. Additional SP (HQ) Parthasarathy Mahanta has also been given the medal. The Assam Police HQ makes a shortlist of officers for the award, and the final decision is made by the Centre. 

24- hr Karbi Anglong, Hills bandh on Sept. 10: 

Guwahati: The CPI (M-L) Liberation group has called a 24-hour bandh in two hill districts on September 10 to protest against police atrocities on their party workers and demanding immediate unconditional release of their Langtuk Phangchok. KAAC member Rabi Phangcho said that CPI (M-L) activists were being victimized by the Congress. 

Teach school kids in mother tongue: AXX chief 

Guwahati: Axom Xahitya Xabha president Dr Birendra Nath Dutta has laid stress on proper coordination among the government and non-government agencies, including the state Council of Educational research and Training (SCERT) and Sarba Sikshya Abhijan (SSA) in preparing the syllabi for primary school students. Participating in a function, organization by the State Resource Centre, Assam at the Srimanta Sankardev Kalakshetra here, the noted folklorist said that locally available resources, audio-visual elements and puppet dance should be introduced to make primary education more effective. 

Knowar: I won't accept any offer from Gogoi: 

Guwahati: It seems that the winds of dissent have not blown over in the State Congress camp. Some senior Congress leaders, who were left out of the council of ministers in the recent downsizing exercise, have not shaken of their resentment yet. In a latest development, former minister and veteran leader Devand Konwar has said that he would gladly work as a sentry at the Rajiv Bhavan if he was ordered to do so by the Congress high command, but he would not accept any offer made by the Chief Minister of the state. Expressing serious displeasure over the style of functioning of the Tarun Gogoi-led Government, Konwar claimed that the Chief Minister has in fact no suitable post to offer him, "Gogoi offered me a post, but I declined to accept it and will do the same thing in future", he said, adding that he is only loyal to the Congress party and the high command. 

AGP team on Naga goodwill mission: 

Guwahati: The Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) has decided to launch a goodwill mission to soothe frayed nerves in the north-eastern region arising out of contentious issues, including border rows, among the neighbouring States. As first step, a goodwill team of the party will visit Nagaland in the coming days to preach the message of peace and brotherhood among the peoples of the two States. It may be mentioned here that a few days back, chief Minister of Nagaland Neiphiu Rio met president Brindaban Goswami in the city on his way to the North-east chief ministers' meet held recently at Shillong and held talks on this matter. Rio had reportedly welcomed AGP's proposed goodwill mission. 

BSNL targets 4 lakh subscribers in Assam by 2005: 

Guwahati: From September 10, there will be no roaming charges on BSNL mobile connections. Moreover, the telecom giant will also be introducing major reductions in monthly charges for customers who continue with CellOne connections for six months without defaulting their bill payments. 

DD's DTH service in NE soon: 

Guwahati: Doordarshan is going to launch shortly free-to-air DTH service, called DD DIRECT+, which may give the cable operators a run for their money. Trial transmission has already been started from the earth station at New Delhi. The signal is available throughout the country, which can be received with the aid of a small receiver system with the TV receiver. 

US tea delegation visits city auction center; 'Assam tea suffers from info drought': 

Guwahati: A nation of coffee drinkers has discovered tea as a health drink, an in what is good news for the beleaguered tea industry in Assam, the American tea drinker is increasingly demanding premium quality tea. However, according to enthusiasts and importers from that country, tea producers here need to upgrade their quality offerings in order to create a foothold for Assam tea and to fight the competition from neighbouring Darjeeling. 

News on 9th September '04 

Nine die in Nalbari bus mishap: 

Nalbari: Nine people were killed and nearly 30 were injured, some 30 were injured, some of them seriously, in a high-speed collision between a bus and an oil tanker on NH-31 near Tihu in the morning on Sept 7. The Guwahati-bound bus (Ms Durga No AS01H-4746) reportedly hit the oil tanker coming from the opposite direction around 8 a.m. The impact of the collision was so massive that the bus was smashed into four parts and rolled into a nearby pond, from where nine bodies were fished out later.

CPI (ML) leader arrested in Haflong:

Haflong: Laktuk Phangcho, former executive member of N C Hills Autonomous Council and CPI (ML) leader Laktuk Phangcho was arrested from his residence on Sept 5 for having links with anti-talk faction of the UPDS, which is suspected to be involved in abduction of employees of Umrangsu Cement Factory. N C Hill SP IP Singh on Sept 7 disclosed that Phangcho was absconding for last three months after the abduction.

Rift widens in Cong over choice of Moran candidate; Is Ghatowar being completely marginalized in Cong?:

Guwahati: A section of Congressmen have expressed dissatisfaction over the party leadership's attempt to further sideline the deposed APCC chief, Mr Paban Singh Ghatowar, by denying his wife a ticket for the Moran elections, despite her tough fight against the winning AGP candidate in the last by-election for the constituency. It may be mentioned here that the last date for submission of nomination papers in September 22, with the polls scheduled for October 13. The last elections in Moran had seen Sarbananda Sonowal win by an extremely narrow- and ultimately controversial margin- against Jibontara Ghatowar, wife of the then APCC president Paban Singh Ghatowar. Sonowal had haunted Ghatowar once again, defeating the Congress veteran to wrest the Dibrugarh LS seat from the ruling party earlier this year.

Himatsingka's death threat to ex-employee: police inactive: 

Guwahati: The curious inactivity of the police in taking prompt action against a prominent businessman for issuing a death threat to one of his former employees has raised a very pertinent question: on whose side the law enforcers actually are? It may be mentioned here that Ranjit Bora of Six Mile area here, was an employee of auto dealers Mukesh Hyundai. Bora had resigned from the firm, allegedly because of the misbehaviour of the CEO Kanishka Himatsingka, and had joined another firm, which was a business rival of Mukesh Hyundai. Thereafter, according to Bora, he received threats from Himatsingka, who allegedly warned him that he would kill him and his family if he did not leave his current employers. Bora reportedly received numerous calls on his mobile phone from Himatsingka (whose number is 9435046000) in which these death threats were repeated. Bora was also allegedly accosted by a gang of youth near Down Town Hospital recently, and was warned of dire consequences if he did not return to Mukesh Hyundai. Bora has, meanwhile, filed an FIR at Dispur PS (Case No. 767/04 dated September 4, 2004 u/s 341/506/34 of the IPC). However, despite the graphic statement by Bora in his FIR, police has till date not been able to trace, far less question Himatsingka about the allegations. It has also been charged that the businessman might be trying to capitalize on the connections of his family in high places, otherwise not reachable by ordinary mortals, to keep out of the proverbial long arm of the law.

City airport security tightened:

Guwahati: The bomb blast and attacks by the ULFA in the recent days have led to a revamp of security at the LGB airport amid Intelligence reports that militants might target the airport facilities in the near future. According to officials, the security checks are being tightened, subjecting all incoming and outgoing passengers, airport staff, and others who enter the airport vicinity to random checks by the dog squads, metal detectors, X-Ray machines, hand-held metal detectors, doorframe detectors, etc., while luggage X-ray system is being given a thorough overhaul.

FISHFED to trade in B'desh hilsa:

Guwahati: The food-crazy people of the State may soon get the pure taste of fresh hilsa from Padma, thanks to the new initiatives taken by the FISHFED, which is initiating the process to import the fish from Bangladesh.

Hojai achieves 100% literacy, thanks to NGO:

Guwahati: Hojai has achieved the 100 percent literacy, thanks to the Marazul Malarif, a Nagaon-based non-governmental organization (NGO). The NGO started its year-long literacy campaign, Cent Per Cent Literacy Programme (CPLP), in 19 wards of Hojai town on September, 2003 to spread literacy among the children of the age group 6 to 14 years, and who were not covered under the Sarba Siksha Abhijan (SSA)'s univerzalization of elementary education. The CPLP was started aiming at bringing the poor, deprived, drop-out and working children within the literacy bracket.

Experts discuss trade with B'desh:

Guwahati: Experts and social workers have urged the Government to legalize border trade between Bangladesh and India for the interest of the people living along the international border. Participating in a seminar on 'Role of Government on border Trade in Assam and Tripura' organized in the city by the Society for Environment Protection and Human Resource Development (SEPHRD) and sponsored by the Indian Council of Social Science Research, New Delhi, former manager of Industrial Safety and Director, Planning and Research, Florida (USA), Mr Sunil B Nath, who also inaugurated the seminar, said that infrastructure in the region needed to be boosted with a comprehensive planning, for the overall development of the region, with special emphasis on border trade between Bangladesh and India.

'NE ultra camps in B'desh a possibility':

Guwahati: Social scientist and professor of Dhaka University, Imtiaz Ahmed on September 6 did not rule out existence of North-east militant camps in Bangladesh. However, he denied the allegations that the Bangladesh Government had been patronizing the insurgent groups, including the ULFA, in setting up its camps in Bangladeshi soil.

'Cut down flab of jumbo-sized APSC':

Guwahati: At a time when the Tarun Gogoi-led Congress Government in the State is busy in finalizing the panel of candidates to fill up the vacant posts of members in the Assam Public Service Commission (APSC), a retired member of the Commission has questioned the rationale behind maintaining a jumbo-sized members' panel in the autonomous body, whose burden of selecting the candidates for appointment in the State Government's various departments has been reduced to the minimum, in view of the fact that appointments to even senior posts in the Government has remained frozen since a long time, without any sign that the appointments would be made in the future. 

News on 8th September '04 

Core committee formed on identity card issue; AASU: update NRC before issuing I-D cards:
Guwahati: The state Government and the All Assam Students' Union (AASU) on September 7 held a bilateral meeting to discuss the issue of providing multi-purpose identity cards to the citizens of State. The student body told the Tarun Gogoi-led Congress Government in clear terms that the National Register of Citizens (NRC) of 1951 should be updated, and that the identity cards should be issued on the basis of the updated NRC. It said that there are some lacunae in the current process of issuing identity cards, which it objected to. The State Government on September 7 constituted a core committee under the chairmanship of Home Commissioner BK Gohain to review various aspects relating to the issue of identity cards and asked it to submit its report within one month. The Government has also decided to call a halt to the process of issuing identity cards till the core committee submits it report.

AASAA to expel ex-Lakhimpur chief:

Guwahati: the All Adivasi Students' Association of Assam (AASAA) in a high-level meet here recently has decided to expel former Lakhimpur district AASAA president John Soreng and secretary Bimol Sandiguria, for their alleged anti-organizational activities beginning from the Lok Sabha election campaigning in Adivasi areas, had been noticed by the association leaders, as a result of which the action had been taken.

AJYCP for Govt-ULFA talks, convention soon:

Guwahati: With a view to clearing the hurdles and paving the way for a dialogue between the Government and the ULFA, the Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuba Chatra Parishad (AJYCP) will hold a jatiya mahasabha (a national convention) on September 20 and 21 in the city. The AJYCP, of which several ULFA leaders had been members earlier, feels that the outlawed organization has, of late, changed its rigid stand on talks and expressed its willingness to discuss the sovereignty issue in Dispur.

Probe ISI activities, rice scams: BJYM:

Guwahati: The Guwahati unit of the Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha (BJYM), the youth wing of the BJP, has demanded a high-level inquiry into allegations that several ministers in the Gogoi Cabinet have links with the ISI. The youth body, in a memorandum submitted to the Governor, Lt Gen (retd) Ajai Singh on Sept 7, has charged that the ISI activities in the State have shown a sharp rise. BJYM leaders pointed out that the recent surrender of HuJI and HuM militants, originally youths hailing from Assam, but trained by Islamic clerics, was an indicator of the growing activities of Pakistan's external intelligence arm. "The reported nexus between ministers in the State Government and the ISI must be looked into", urges the memorandum, signed by BJYM Guwahati city president Bobby Baruah. The memorandum also urges CBI inquires into the oil and rice theft scams. "The rice scam to the tune of Rs 4, 000 crore, since 2001, has exposed the corruption among ministers, MLAs and officials manning the panchayati raj institutions", charged BJYM leaders.

Literacy rate up, but apathy hits campaign:

Guwahati: even though the literacy rate in the State has increased from 53.42 per cent in 1991 to 71.93 percent in the last Census in 2001, the literacy campaign in Assam has received a setback as the State Government is sitting on files of Continuing Education Programme (CEP) for more than two years now.

Hidden hand corners Mahanta in party?:

Guwahati: Even though AICC leader Digvijay Singh's charges that the ULFA had influenced the AGP leadership in relieving its founder president Prafulla Kumar Mahanta of organizational responsibilities had resulted in a sharp response within the party, indications are that a mysterious hidden hand had in fact influenced the sidelining of the former chief minister. AGP sources, while indicating that there was no definite knowledge about the role of the ULFA in the matter, that a 'third force' had stepped in shortly after Mahanta's personal problem were highlighted by several newspapers. This 'third force' had then pressed party president Brindaban Goswami and general secretary Hitendranath Goswami to call a meeting of the steering committee, in which the decision to relieve Mahanta of organizational responsibilities was taken, the sources said. 

News on 7th September '04 

SP providing food, daily needs from own pocket; Surrendered NDFB cadres threaten to take arms again: 

Kokrajhar: the surrendered NDFB militants have threatened to return to Government, as also the Centre, have not taken any clear-cut policies for their rehabilitation, said Mr. U G Brahma, MP (Rajya Sabha). Expressing concern over the Government's lackadaisical attitude towards the rehabilitation of the surrendered militants, Mr. Brahma said that confining the surrendered NDFB cadres in a designated camp without any job or work was like keeping them in a 'civilized jail'. At present, there are about 70 surrendered NDFB cadres at Dimwlgaon camp in Kokrajhar town. The Superintendent of Police, Kokrajhar, Mr VK Ramisethi has been providing food and daily needs of the surrendered cadres in his own capacity. But the Government's plan to rehabilitate them is yet to be implemented, the MP said. Mr. Brahma said that the process of rehabilitation of the surrendered militants or providing job for their livelihood must be undertaken by the state Government immediately. He said that the surrendered BLT cadres, who were assured of jobs in Central paramilitary forces or rehabilitation package by the Government was a welcome proposal. It may be mentioned here that, in a press release, the surrendered NDFB cadres, living in Dimwlgaon camp, had threatened to rejoin the outfit if the Central and state Governments failed to provide them jobs or regular stipend of Rs 200 per month till they got employment.

People of Assam won't forgive ULFA: ULFA kin; Effigies of Paresh Barua, Arabinda Rajkhowa burnt:

Dhemaji: In a significant move, members of the Assam Public Works ULFA Pariyal Committee (APWUPC) burnt the effigies of Paresh Baruah and Arabinda Rajkhowa, ULFA 'c-in-c' and 'chairman' respectively, on September 5 here in protest against the brutal killing of schoolchildren and others during the Independence Day celebrations in Dhemaji. In a press release, issued by Mr Bitu Talukdar, secretary, APWUPC, Assam alleged that the leaders of the ULFA, like Paresh Baruah and Arabinda Rajkhowa, are the agents of the ISI and working at the behest of Bangladesh which does not hesitate to kill the innocent children and pregnant mothers. The APWUPC said that the people of Assam would never forgive the ULFA for the crime it had committed during the Independence Day celebration in which many innocent children were crippled for life. Ms Joymoti Bhuyan, mother of Khirod Bhuyan, an ULFA cadre and MS Dibyajyoti Gogoi, sister of ULFA cadre and MS Dibyajyoti Gogoi were present at the effigy-burning programme. It may be mentioned here that a few children, were playing elsewhere, suddenly assembled on the place and started shouting slogans like "Paresh Baruah murdabad, Arabinda Rajkhowa murdabad", etc.

'Only Rs 20 crore given to BTAD during last fiscal':

Kokrajhar: The Centre has released only Rs 20 crore to the BTAD administration for the fiscal 2003-04 for administrative and infrastructural work, though the annual grant is fixed at Rs 100 crore. Rajya Sabha MP UG Brahma, said that the BTAD had submitted the Detailed Project report (DPR) of Rs 100 crore to the Central Government, but the latter could not release the amount specified in the DPR. Meanwhile, the BTAD, formed one year ago, has already submitted a new DPR to the Ministry of DONER, he added. The Centre released Rs 10 crore during 2003-04 for the rehabilitation of the inmates of the relief camps in Kokrajhar, Bongaigaon and Dhubri districts, Brahma said, adding that the rehabilitation process has not been satisfactory.

AASU ultimatum to Govt on NRC: 

Guwahati: The All Assam Student's Union (AASU) and the Axom Unnati Xabha (AUX) have asked Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi to update the National Register of Citizens, 1951 till 1971 within a month, if he is at all committed for the well being of the indigenous people of the State. In a statement issued here on Sept 5, AASU president Prabin Boro, general secretary Samujjal Bhattacharya said that the only solution to the foreigners' problem in Assam was to update the NRC, 1951 including all those who had entered the State till March 25, 1971.

Assamese film industry ULFA's latest victim:

Guwahati: The unabated violence in Assam has a new casualty- the Assamese celluloid, which has in the last fortnight reasserted its position in the Indian cinema by bagging four top national awards. The violence has led to the cinema business hitting rock bottom with the cine buffs avoiding theatres apprehending bomb attack. As a result, most of the cinema halls in upper Assam are running only one show instead of three.

Threat of derecognition looms large over AAU's Vety Faculty;

Dispur honchos shoot down Vety Council proposal:

Guwahati: If reports about the state Government's thorough bungling with general education in Assam have not been enough to raise grave doubts in the minds of every right thinking person about how safe the future of the upcoming generations in the hands of our administrators of education is, reports about the casual manner in which the big shots in the administration of the state have been treating even specialized subjects as Agriculture and Veterinary, have shocked all circles concerned. According to reports, the Veterinary Council of India, which is the supreme authority in matters of veterinary education and administration in the country, had asked the Assam Agricultural university to create four new teach department in the Faculty of Veterinary Science, by bifurcating/ trifurcating them from the existing departments. This was required to be done under provisions of the Veterinary Council of India Act, 1984, the Council pointed out. This was nearly five years ago. 

News on 6th September '04 

ULFA bid to break jails, holes found in city jail wall: 

Guwahati: The sensational discovery of security wall of the district jail in the city on September 5, has sent the security agencies into a tizzy, as a red alert has been issued throughout the state to keep a close watch on the jails where ULFA and other extremists of Assam are lodged. The holes, suspected to have been made by some vegetable vendors who sell their items on the footpath along the eastern corner of the district jail, has been taken as a serious security threat in view of the fact that several top-rung ULFA leaders, including the outfit's vice chairman, Pradip Gogoi, are lodged in the jail. This is beside Intelligence reports that the ULFA might trigger off blasts in the jails of Assam to secure the release of its detained leaders.

ULFA threat: security tightened for Cong MLAs:

Guwahati: In view of the increased threat perception held by the banned ULFA against the ruling party MLAs, the state Government has decided to provide additional PSOs to them. Home Commissioner B K Gohain said that after a review of the security scene in the State, the decision has been taken to provide more security to the ruling party legislators. Some Opposition MLAs, including AGP's Chandra Mohan Patwary, will also get additional PSOs, Gohain added.

111 Bhutanese sent to jail for helping ULFA:

Guwahati: Various courts in the Royal Government of Bhutan (RGB) sentenced as many as 111 people, including seven women, to prison terms ranging from four years to life imprisonment, for aiding and abetting the ULFA, the NDFB and the KLO when their cadres had been camping in the Himalayan Kingdom. According to the latest issue of Kuensel, the mouthpiece of the Royal Government of Bhutan, the courts disposed of the cases against the accused and convicted them on September 2 and 3 after an eight-month proceeding.

Air Deccan opens shop in NE, first flight takes off:

Guwahati: Air Deccan, the airlines group which has been in the news for the low-priced ticketing system on its flights, will be focusing on the North-east in the coming days. This was revealed by Capt. G R Gopinath, managing director of the Airlines, at LGB Airport prior to the inaugural Guwahati-Delhi flight.

Eventful era in educational field comes to an end; Tearful farewell to Indira Miri:

Guwahati: An eventful era in Assam academic field has come to an end with the demise of noted educationist, Padmashree Indira Miri. Her death has left a vacuum in the academic as well as elite circles in the State, which will be difficult to be filled up. She breathed her last at the international Hospital here at 10.10 in the night on Sept 4. She was the pioneer in spreading women education in the North-east. She was 94. Miri had been undergoing treatment for the past 15 days after she had a cerebral vascular stroke. She leaves behind two sons- Utpal Miri, former director of Technical Education and Mrinal Miri, Vice-chancellor, NEHU. Her daughter Chapala Miri Saikia, who was a Reader in the Department of Education, Dibrugarh University, had predeceased her. 

News on 5th September '04 

CM: 20% reservation a must in pvt schools: 

Guwahati: The State Government will be enacting legislation, making it mandatory for private schools to reserve 20 per cent of their seats for meritorious students. Announcing this at a function here on Sept 3, Chief Minister Gogoi also declared that if required, the Government would be offering scholarships to meritorious students, "so that they can pursue studies in these good institutions".

Combat insurgency firmly, says Home Secy:

Guwahati: Union Home Secretary, Dhirendra Singh reviewed the law-and-order situation in the State with top government officials at Dispur on Sept 3. Singh instructed the State Government officials to deal firmly with the growing insurgency in the State. Chief Secretary of Assam, JP Rajkhowa, Home Commissioner B K Gohain, DGP PV Sumant, IG (Law & Order) DK Pathak and IG (Special Branch) Khagen Sarma were present in the meeting.

Sonowal, Sarma to boycott Patil; CM: coordination panel needed to tackle insurgency:

Guwahati: The State government will advance a suggestion to form a coordination committee for the north-eastern States under the supervision of the Centre to tackle militancy in the region at the North-east chief ministers' meet to be held in the presence of Union Home Minister Shivraj Patil in Shillong on Sept 4 via Guwahati and meet the chief Ministers of the north-eastern States in the evening.

8.33% bonus in ATCTEs:

Guwahati: While the Durga Puja is only one-and-a-half months away, the issue relating to puja bonus for the tea garden workers of Assam is yet to be settled. The state Government has agreed to give the bonus at the minimum rate of 8.33 per cent to the workers of the tea gardens under the sick Assam Tea Corporation (ATC). This has been settled after two rounds of discussion held between Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi and the representatives of the two-tea bodies- the Tea Cell of the Assam Pradesh Congress Committee and the Assam Tea Tribes Students' Union (ATTSA).

New APCC team to be mix of veterans and young Turks:

Guwahati: Mirroring the Chief Minister's professed attempt at balancing experience and enthusiasm in reallocating portfolios in his cabinet, the APCC is set to reorganize itself, with a balance of veteran Congress leaders and the young Turks. APCC president Bhubaneshwar Kalita on Sept 3 revealed that the reorganization process of the State Congress had already begun, and was awaiting the nod from the AICC to go ahead.

TECHNICHE begins; 75 metros in India by 2050: expert:

Guwahati: Unless systems of mass rapid transport are introduced in Indian cities and the road network improved, transportation could be a major headache for citizens in the coming decades, as per official estimates by urban planners and transport experts. "By 2050, the population of the country will reach 1.7 billion, with nearly 50 percent of the people living in urban areas. The growth of the size and population of the cities will create needs for rapid transport of people, and initiatives need to be taken in advance," said Prof P K Sikdar, chairman of the National Road Research Institute, and noted expert in urban mapping and transport design. Prof. Sikdar was delivering a lecture on "Transportation in future: challenges for engineers" at TECHNICHE, the techno-fest being hosted by IIT Guwahati.

'ULFA has no support, must talk peace'; Gogoi hints at splitting more depts for efficiency: 

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Sept 2 dropped broad hints of bifurcating overloaded departments in the State to improve their efficiency. Gogoi said that he had reallocated portfolios among his ministers after much thought. "The point was to decide which minister would be most equipped to handle which department", he remarked.

STATFED staffs want Bora to go:

Guwahati: The STATFED Fourth Grade Employees' Association and the STATFED Karmachari Aikya Mancha have demanded the immediate ouster of Akon Bora from the post of chairman of the STATFED and vowed to continue their non-cooperation stir against him until he relinquishes the post. Besides, the two unions have announced their sixth phase of agitational programme in protest against the inaction of the concerned authorities towards the revival of the state Government undertaking in the co-operative sector.

Assam health scene: 364 posts of doctors vacant:

Guwahati: As many as 364 posts of doctors are lying vacant in government hospitals and other health centres of the State. This has adversely affected the general health scene in Assam, with the child mortality rate being 89.5 per 1,000 children against the national average of 87. (In medical parlance, child mortality denotes the death of a child between his first and fifth birthday). Compounding the problem is the fact that most government doctors are unwilling to go to rural areas where there are not sufficient avenues for establishing private practice.

UGC meet on grant to new colleges:

Guwahati: The expert committee of the University Grants Commission (UGC) will hold a meeting on September 6 for the assessment of one-time grant to the new colleges, which are located in educationally backward areas of the north-eastern region. The UGC schemes have been taken up to extend financial assistance to its recognized colleges, in addition to the regular plan development funds.

CPI: no harm in discussing sovereignty:

Guwahati: The CPI has urged Union Home Minister Shivraj Patil, who is currently on his maiden tour to the North-east, to take immediate steps for initiating a political dialogue with the ULFA. Though the party said that any precondition would hamper the spirit of the talks, it suggested that even the issue of sovereignty could be discussed during the negotiations. The visit of the Union Home Minister to the north-eastern State, including Assam, can lead to a positive development, provided the Centre decided to accept the militancy in the region as an "issue of national priority", as agreed upon in the Common Minimum Programme of the UPA government, said CPI National Executive member Promode Gogoi, addressing a new conference in the city on September 2.

News on 4th September '04
Assam to spend Rs 200 cr to develop educational institutes:

Guwahati: In order to develop and renovate existing infrastructure of educational institutes from primary schools to universities, the state Government will be giving nearly Rs 200 crore in the current financial year to these institutions. Of this, Rs 24 crore has already been released to universities, medical and other colleges, and the government will continue disbursing funds.

We have no problem: AGP; Assam Cong may go for elections six months before date:

Guwahati: In what would be a repeat of the NDA government's decision earlier this year, the ruling Congress party in Assam is seriously considering to hold Assembly elections, scheduled for 2006, six months earlier. This move, which is being studied at length by AICC and APCC leaders, has been sparked off by what the ruling party observed as the inability of its main opponent the AGP, in posing a serious challenge if the polls are held earlier than scheduled.

Bolendra Ram Phookan no more:

Guwahati: Noted social activist Bolendra Ram Phookan, eldest son of Desabhakta Tarun Ram Phookan died at 3.40 am on September 2. He was 86 and had been suffering from terminal illness since long. He leaves behind his wife Chitra Phookun, two sons, three daughters and a host of relatives. A well-known citizen, Phookan was a member of erstwhile Guwahati Municipal Board and then subsequently elected to Guwahati Municipal Corporation. He was the founder secretary of the Kaliram Barua High School here. He was also president of governing body of the Pragjyotish College and also Sonaram Higher secondary School.

Panel to be formed to push talks with ULFA; Assam's film body cries peace: 

Guwahati: The film Fraternity, Assam, has renewed its call for a unified fight against all kinds of violence and has decided to form a permanent body to deal with the various social problems and burning issues, including the subject of talks with the ULFA. It has further appealed to the Government and the ULFA to initiate the dialogue process without any preconditions to ensure a peaceful atmosphere in the State. In the presence of a galaxy of film directors, actors and artistes, noted lyricist Keshab Mahanta told peace is the first condition of social life and "we have to work relentlessly to achieve it". Strongly condemning the militant attack in Dhemaji on Independence Day in which 13 people, including schoolchildren, lost their lives, Mahanta said: "This incident of senseless violence had shaken the conscience of the people of Assam who have come out into the streets to protest against it". He appealed to the ULFA to come forward for talks by shunning violence.

Education dept, PWD split; Gogoi reallocates portfolios:

Guwahati: Two months after the downsizing exercise, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on Sept 1 reallocated the portfolios of his council of ministers. He bifurcated into Higher and Technical, secondary and Elementary Education. Similarly, the PWD has been bifurcated into PWD (Hills) and PWD (Plains). After the approval of the governor, Lt Gen (retd) Ajai Singh, Gogoi announced the new and additional charges of the members of the 19-member ministry on Sept 1.

Anjan kick-starts Swedish Volvos in Assam highways:

Guwahati: Assam's roads will now see state-of-the art imported buses run by private operators under the banner of the Assam State Transport Corporation (ASTC). Transport Minister Anjan Dutta on Sept 1 boarded one such bus, built by Swedish automobile giant Volvo, for a trial run from Guwahati to Sivasagar to see for himself the facilities offered by the bus. Whereas it takes nearly seven hours to travel by bus from here to Sivasagar, the Volvos will do the trip in four hours, excluding stoppages. The buses will take 18 hours to travel to Kolkata, compared to trains, which take between 22 and 24 hours "Eventually, we will be starting services along the Guwahati-Kolkata, Tezpur-Kolkata, Guwahati-Silchar, Guwahati-Digboi and Guwahati-Lakhimpur routes", revealed Ramesh Chand Jain, managing director, ASTC.

Gogoi: tea cos didn't help in flood relief:

Guwahati: The State Government has expressed serious dissatisfaction over the apathy shown by the tea industry and a section of traders with regard to the plight of the flood victims when relief came in the form of cash and kind from all quarters, form the children residing in the SOS villages to several big business organisations, the tea industry in the State has not come forward to help the flood-affected people of the State. Even foreign countries like Russia, Japan and Germany had sympathised with the victims of the devastating floods in the State.

Karbi-Langpi hydel plant hurdles off:

Guwahati: With the State Government deciding to become the guarantor for the Power Finance Corporation's (PFC) loan to the ASEB, the last hurdle has almost been cleared in the way of the Board receiving the Rs 125 crore loan from the Corporation. It may be mentioned here that, nearly three years back, the PFC has agreed in principle to giving the loan, provided the State government on its part agreed to become the guarantor. However, the Government had since then not been able to decide whether to become the guarantor.

NEC sets up 2 hostels for NE students in Delhi:

Guwahati: The NEC has set up two hostels in Delhi for north-eastern students studying in Delhi University. The "NE Students' House for Women" has north-eastern women. the hostel for men, constructed in the south campus of DU, has 130 seats, of which 98 are reserved for north-eastern boys, according to officials.

Roll revision: plea to EC on qualifying date; Prepare list free from aliens, AGS urges EC: 

Guwahati: The Asom Gana Sanmilan (AGS) said that if the revision of the draft electoral rolls of Assam was done in accordance with the Election Commission's directive taking January 1, 2005 as the qualifying date, then names of a large number of illegal infiltrators to the State would definitely figure in the State would definitely figure in the list, and consequently they would get Indian citizenship.

Train robbery on the rise in Assam; Nexus between Railway police and dacoits?:

Guwahati: Union Railway Minister Laloo Prasad Yadav recently went on record saying that strict action would be taken against Railway security personnel and attendants for dereliction of duty. But this seems to have no effect on the train traveling scene in the State, what with train robbery becoming the order of the day. During the last two or three months, passengers in night trains have been repeatedly robbed in the stretch between the Kamakhya Railway station and the Barpeta Road Station. The Government Railway Police (GRP) and the Railway Protection Police (RPF), entrusted with the safety and security of rail passengers, have remained a mute spectator to the regular depredations committed on the travellers. Interestingly, the NF Railway headquarters at Maligaon is not far from the Kamakhya Railway Station.

HC asks AR men to appear before panel:

Guwahati: Gauhati High court on August 28 asked the Assam Rifles to appear before the judicial commission set up to probe the Manorama killing but at a neutral venue. The Assam Rifles has been objecting to the current venue and for more than two weeks they have been avoiding personal appearances citing security reasons and sought to move the Commission in their Garrison headquarters. But the court of PG Agarwal on August 28 rejected that and asked them to appear before the Commission inside the Imphal Central Jail. The Court also asked for in-camera proceedings with only the mother and brother of Manorama to be allowed to enter the court room along with council of all the parties involved in the case.

ULFA asked to drop demand; Gogoi: sovereignty can't be discussed:

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on August 28 categorically ruled out any discussions with the ULFA on the issue of sovereignty of Assam. Reiterating his call to the militant outfit to come to the negotiations table, Gogoi said that the ULFA should give up its demand for inclusion of the sovereignty issue, in order to work towards a roadmap for peace in the State.

Digvijay urges Assam Cong men to stop sycophancy:

Guwahati: Digvijay Singh, AICC in-charge for Assam, on August 28 urged party MLAs, ministers and workers to drop sycophancy and work at the grassroots level in the State instead of massing in New Delhi for shows of strength.

PM spared only 10 minutes to Assam MLAs:

Guwahati: An all party delegation, comprising 33 MLAs, led by Prithvi Majhi met Union Water Resources Minister Priyaranjan Das Munshi on August 23 and the Deputy Chairman of the Planning Commission, Dr Montek Singh Ahluwalia on August 24 in New Delhi to submit a memorandum, pressing for the solution of the perennial flood and erosion problems plaguing the state. The group also met Prime Minister Manmohan Singh for a brief while on august 25 and submitted a similar memorandum.

Demand for ST status; Assam tribal bodies' deadline to Centre:

Guwahati: In spite of an assurance from Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh on their long-standing demand, the coordination committee of Assam's six ethnic communities- Tai Ahom, Koch-Rajbongshi, Moran, Matak, Chutiya and tea tribe - has given an ultimatum to the Centre to grant Schedule Tribes' status to them with within the winter session of Parliament. Leaders of the six communities, while briefing the press in the city on August 28, made it clear that if the Centre failed to meet their demand within the deadline, they will be out in the streets on a vigorous agitation.

GU TDC (Part-I) results declared:

Guwahati: Results of B.A, B.Sc and B.Com Part-I (1+1+1) examinations, 2004 of Gauhati University have been declared on August 28. While in B.A. Part-I, 9,663 of the 22,120 candidates who had appeared in the examination came out successful, the pass percentage being 43.68, in B.Sc. Part-I, 1,397 of the 2,785 candidates who had appeared came out successful, the pass percentage being 50.16. in B.Com Part-I, 1,863 of the 2,507 candidates came out successful, and the pass percentage is 74.31.

Assam SSI units gasping for breath:

Guwahati: the small-scale industries' sector, touted by the Centre and the governments of Assam and other north-eastern States as a thrust area vital for industrial development, is not in good shape. Surprisingly, banks, which are expected to aid SSI units with credit, have not been doing the needful. The sector is also bogged down by lack of planning by the entrepreneurs and absence of marketing facilities.

News on 3rd September '04
Fresh areas under B'deshis' sway, wary TGP submits memo: 

Guwahati: The Trinamool Gana Parishad (TGP) has expressed serious concern over the unabated infiltration of Bangladeshi nationals in various parts of the State and demanded immediate steps to stop the menace. In a memorandum submitted to the State and demanded immediate steps to stop the menace. In a memorandum submitted to the state Chief secretary, Mr J P Rajkhowa yesterday here, the party alleged that these Bangladeshi nationals are being guided by some 'agents'.

FRO seeks clarification on Rajbongshis' nationality; It's a crime against the nation: HYCP:

Guwahati: The central committee of the Hindu Yuba-Chatra Parishad (HYCP) has expressed serious concern over the fact that 89 families belonging to the Rajbongshi community in Dhubri, Kokrajhar and Chirang districts were served notices from the Foreigners' registration Office, Dhubri, asking them to appear before the office to clarify their nationalities. The HYCP has also said the incident of issuing notices to the Rajbongshis is a crime. Terming the Rajbongshis as the sons of the soil, the HYCP has said that the Parishad will support the stand of the All Assam Koch Rajbongshi Students' Union AAKRSU) in this regard.

Cinematographer dies in road mishap:

Jorhat: Noted Assamese Cinematographer Mrinal Kanti Das died in a road mishap in the night on September 3. The Tata Sumo, by which Das along with five other members of a film unit traveling to Moran from Guwahati skidded off the road at Khajoriguri on NH-37. Das received serious injuries and later succumbed at a nearby nursing home. Das won two national awards for cinematography in the Adajya and Raag Biraag.

Fresh encroachment by Nagas in Merapani: 

Mariani: At a time when the Assam Legislative Assembly has declared that not an inch of land belonging to Assam would be conceded to the Nagas, reports confirming the establishment of a new village, 13 km from the disputed Dessoi Valley, has created a great deal of consternation among the people in the Assam-Nagaland border areas. The residents of the border areas have revealed that, as many as 50 hovels have been constructed by the tribal beside the Ao Semdam basti a few days back. It may be noted that Forest officials had also reported the establishment of nine huts beside the Panikheti area of Dessoi Valley two weeks back.

AGP to drag Digvijay to court: 

Guwahati: The AGP will be approaching the courts to push defamation charges against AICC in-charge for Assam Digvijay Singh's remarks that the AGP leadership had ousted Prafulla Kumar Mahanta at the behest of the ULFA.

Formal dialogue with UPDS too likely; DHD, Govt to begin formal talks next week:

Guwahati: The Dima Halam Daogah (DHD) which had been engaged in preliminary discussions with the Centre and the Assam Government for the past one year, will begin talks with the authorities in the first week of September, with the outfit's charter of demands to be submitted during this period. Meanwhile, according to officials, the Centre is likely to initiate discussions with the UPDS as well, with whom preliminary talks have been continuing.

Rail body wants wagon factory, jobs for locals:

Guwahati: the Purbanchaliya rail Karmi Parishad (PRKP) has demanded of the UPA Government at the Centre to extend the jurisdiction of the Rangiya Railway Division, conversion of New Bongaigaon Railway workshop to a coach-cum-wagon factory and appointment of 100 percent local youths in group D and C posts. In support of its demands, the PRKP, with representatives of the All Assam Students' union, Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuva Chatra Parishad, All Koch-Rajbongshi Students' Union, All Rabha Students' Union and others staged a dharna at Yantar-Mantar in New Delhi on August 25. A joint meeting has been convened on September 4 in Bongaigaon to spearhead the agitation.

News on 2nd September '04
ULFA kills Army man in Boko: 

Guwahati: the ULFA on august 29 attacked an Army petrol party, killing one and injuring another critically. Official sources said the ULFA militants had planted a bomb below a culvert in a remote place near Boko in Kamrup district nearing Assam-Meghalaya border. The bomb exploded as soon as the Army vehicle came on top of it. One of the security men, Shiv Kumar, later succumbed to his injuries.

'Pak-trained ULFA squad back in State':

Guwahati: Intelligence reports say that the ULFA has issued a directive to its cadres to trigger off more blasts and carry out other subversive activities in the State more vigorously, specially in the city, to create panic. Sources said that in its bid to carry out its task, the ULFA may take the help of some non-government organisations (NGOs) in the State which are 'known sympathisers' of rebel group.

ULFA must talk sans conditions: Digvijay

Guwahati: AICC general secretary and in-charge for Assam, Digvijay Singh, toed the line of Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi and said that the issue of sovereignty cannot be discussed in any talks with the ULFA. Addressing a press conference at the Congress Legislature Party office in Dispur on August 29, Singh wondered at the motive of the proscribed outfit which resorted to the killing of innocent children and women in Dhemaji on Independence Day.

AGP has nexus with ULFA, says Cong leader:

Guwahati: The Congress on August 29 accused the main Opposition Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) of having link with the banned ULFA. The bombshell was dropped by the Congress in-charge of Assam Digvijay Singh on August 29, who alleged that AGP president Brindabon Goswami had removed the former Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta from the party at the insistence of the ULFA. Asked how he could level such an allegation, he said, "This is the information I have gathered after meeting the Congressmen of the State in the past three days".

Assam set for children's Science Congress, projects deadline Sept 30:

Guwahati: Assam Science Society (ASS), a voluntary organisation established in 1953, is going to hold the National Children's Science Congress, 2004 under the aegis of the National Council of Science and Technology Communication Network, New Delhi from December 27 to 31 in the city. At a press conference on August 29, the office-bearers of ASS said that this is the second time that the State is organising the science meet since its inception in 1993. Last year it was held in Lucknow.

Assam MLAs back Gogoi leadership:

Guwahati: The State Congress Legislature Party (CLP) has reposed its faith on Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi at its meeting in Dispur on August 29. In presence of AICC general secretary and party in-charge of Assam, Digvijay Singh and secretary Chandan Bagchi, as many as 70 Congress legislators, including Sarat Borkataki, Dr Ardhendu Kumar Dey and Devananda Konwar, have reposed their faith on Gogoi during the two-hour-long meeting. 

News on 1st September '04
Mofizuddin Awards given away in city:

Guwahati: The president of Axom Xahitya Xabha and noted folkorist, Dr Birendra Dutta said that the poetry of Mofizuddin Ahmed Hazarika encompassed an abiding belief in God and mankind. He said that the chief religion in the world is the worship of mankind.

Opp agrees to suspend oust-Mayor stir after meet:

Guwahati: Opposition councillors of the Guwahati Municipal corporation (GMC) have agreed to suspend their agitation, at least for a week, as on 31st August's general meeting of the civic body has sought to find a solution to the imbroglio by considering various legal aspects connected with the Opposition's demand for calling of a requisitioned meeting to move a no-confidence motion against the Mayor-in-Council, and voting rights of legislators and parliamentarians who were elected from Guwahati as the ex-officio members of the civic body,

US tea team to visit GTAC:

Guwahati: A seven-member team of Tea Institute and Tea Association from United States of America would visit Guwahati tea auction centre next week to get acquainted with the recently introduced electronic auction system, official sources said here on August 31.

Pay Rs 700, fly to Delhi from city!; Air Deccan to begin operation from Assam on September 6:

Guwahati: Air travellers from Assam and the rest of the North-east will now be able to fly at amazing cheap rates, with Air Deccan introducing flights from Guwahati and Dibrugarh to New Delhi for just Rs 700. The airlines is also looking at introducing ATR aircraft services between states in the region.

NEDFi assistance touches Rs 90 crore in 2003-04:

Guwahati: North Eastern Development finance Corporation Ltd. (NEDFi) CMD JP Saikia on August 31 informed its share holders that the financial assistance of the Corporation reached an all-time high during the fiscal 2003-04. The Corporation had approved Rs 98.70 crore, and disbursed Rs 52.09 crore during the year, Siakia said while addressing the ninth annual general meeting of the Corporation in the city.

'Militants in Army uniform divided into groups, camping inside Park'; Manas a safe haven for ULFA, NDFB:

Guwahati: Security measures in Barpeta district, especially in an around the Manas National Park have been beefed up following the Intelligence reports that some dreaded cadres of the outlawed ULFA and the NDFB are camping in various parts of the remote areas of the district, including inside the Park. Intelligence sources informed here that the ULFA and the NDFB cadres are camping in some parts of the district, including in areas like Bongaigaon, Bijni, Barpeta road, Tamulpur, some parts of Kokrajhar, etc. to carry out subversive activities. Sources further informed here that due to the deplorable condition of the road communication in these areas, the rebels have taken the problem as an advantage to strengthen their bases in remote areas.

Gogoi's claim on peace; It's shameful: AGP

Guwahati: 'Shameful' is the perfect word to react to the Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi's recent remark over the law-and-order situation in Assam, said the main Opposition party of Assam Legislative Assembly, AGP. Mr Gogoi had claimed recently that peace still prevails in Assam since late-night shows in cinema halls are continuing, so also the night super buses. Terming the Chief Minister's remark as unfortunate, the AGP in a press release said that the Chief Minister has failed to realise the post Dhemaji blast scenario of the state. "The Chief Minister's remark reflects his lack of concern towards the insurgency-hit people of the State", the party regretted. 



	

	

	[image: image1.png]





