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	News on 31st August '04 

'No proposal to levy tax on all truckers': 

Guwahati: the Commissioner of central Excise, Shillong, in a statement issued on August 30, said that the Centre had no proposal to levy tax on truck owners/operators. The truck owners/operators, according to him, need not register themselves with the Central Excise Department, nor do they require to pay any service tax. The proposed 10 percent service tax, which had been proposed in the Budget 2004, would be levied only on concerns issuing consignment notes, he said. 

Digvijay effigy burnt in Dibrugarh; AGP: not us, but Cong ministers have ULFA links: 

Guwahati: the AGP has denied Congress charges that it had ousted its founder-president Prafulla Kumar Mahanta on the behest of the ULFA. It may be recalled that Digvijay Singh, AICC in-charge for Assam, had on August 29 alleged that the AGP had relieved Mahanta of party responsibilities, on being dictated by the ULFA to do so. 

Ulubari flyover to be opened for traffic by September 15; 

PM to open new capital blocks: 

Guwahati: Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh will inaugurate three of the five blocks of the permanent capital complex at Dispur on November 23. According the PWD sources, the other two blocks will be completed by May, 2005. PWD Commissioner and Special Secretary AP Borgohain said that the Prime Minister would inaugurate the blocks during his visit to the city in November to flag off the Afro-Asian car rally, which would be participated by as many as 11 countries. The participants of the rally will get together in the city to go to South-East Asian countries. Mr Borgohain also said that the Ulubari flyover would be completed by September 5, and opened for traffic by September 15. 

Security measures in city tightened: 

Guwahati: Following intelligence reports of possible attempts by the ULFA to target the city and carry out blasts, the city police have begun small operations at short notice to nab militants, even as anti sabotage checks and other measures have also be started, according to police officials. 

NEC Secretariat to be revamped, says new Secy: 

Guwahati: Newly-appointed North Eastern Council (NEC) Secretary Dr Kamal Taori on August 30 said that the Council would be made more efficient by revamping its secretariat for better communication with the governments in the member States. 

Ministry downsizing halts file movement: 

Guwahati: Despite the State Government's repeated emphasis on work culture and speedy disposal of files, procedural work in some of the departments in Dispur has virtually stopped in the last two months since the ministry downsizing exercise. Important files in certain departments have not been disposed off, with the officers reportedly noting on the documents: "Will be disposed off when the new minister takes over charge". 

ULFA's no to compromise on 'sovereignty': 

Guwahati: A man, claiming to be Paresh Barua, 'commander-in-chief' of the banned ULFA, offered to hold talks with the government but made it clear that he would not compromise on the issue of sovereignty of Assam. "Sovereignty is the core issue for us and we are willing to sit for dialogue anywhere if this is discussed," NDTV quoted Barua on August 27 as telling the new channel over phone. The process of dialogue can be initiated by the government and "we are ready to give up our demands on talks being held outside the country and under UN supervision", he said. 

News on 30th August '04 

'ULFA explosive experts in upper Assam': 

Dibrugarh: The Dibrugarh Police on August 28 bid farewell to one of their colleagues, Govin Bora, a commando, who had been killed in a fierce encounter with the ULFA at Pat Bindhakota village under Moran police station in the district on 27 August. DIG (Eastern Range) bhaskar Jyoti Mahanta, in his brief speech while paying tributes to the slain commando, recalled the supreme sacrifice made by Bora, and said that his name would be recommended for gallantry award. Dibrugarh DC Harendra Nath Bora also paid tributes to the slain commando along with CRPF personnel. Later, while briefing DIG Mahanta and SP Pradip Saloi revealed that the police had recovered a large quantity of explosives, detonators, fuse wire, small and ammunition etc., from the site of the operation. The recovery of over 3kg RDX, gelatin, detonators, and time devices is an indication that a highly-trained explosive expert of the ULFA is the district. SP Saloi said that the Salmari oil and gas pipeline blast and grenade attack in front of Arora Cinema Hall on August 25 last were the handiwork of this militants' group.

SJSS convention next month:

Guwahati: The Sanmilita Janagosthiya Sangram Samity (SJSS), an umbrella organisation of as many as 22 non-Bodo groups, will hold a State-level convention next month to deliberate on the Government's proposed move of granting Sixth Schedule status to certain ethnic communities of Assam.

3-day Techniche 2004 kicks off on September 3:

600 students to attend IITG fest:

Guwahati: With a view to providing a common platform for the display of technical prowess and propagating innovative ideas in the country in general and the North-east in particular, the Indian Institute of Technology, Guwahati has been organising and annual technical festival, which it calls 'Techniche', since 1999. The sixth edition of the festival, the biggest of its kind in the biggest of its kind in the region, is being hosted by the premier institute from September 3 to 5 under the sponsorship of the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited. Announcing this at a press conference in the city on August 29, Sumit Suman, convenor of the festival, said that about 600 students from the other six IITs, Regional Engineering Colleges in the country are expected to take part in the three-day festival which will allow them to interact with noted scientists, technocrats, visionaries and entrepreneurs both in person and through video-conferencing. As many as 30 events have been planned for the successful celebration of the festival this time, he added.

News on 29th August '04 

ULFA 'c-in-c' in Myanmar: arrested 'lieutenant': 

Jorhat: The Jorhat Police have claimed to have arrested one of the accused in the Dhemaji bomb blast on August 15 in which 13 people, including nine children, were killed. The Jorhat Superintendent of Police, Mr Surendra Kumar, stated that the police had arrested ULFA's top leader, Ms Dalimi Dutta, on August 25. She is believed to be involved in the Dhemaji bomb blast. Dalimi Dutta alias Anju Saikia, the self styled 'lieutenant' of ULFA's '28th battalion' was picked up by the police from Puthinadi village under Nakachari police outpost in the district while sheltering in the house of one Muluka Gogoi. The SP said that Dalimi Dutta had confessed to be in contact with the outfit's 'commander-in-chief' Paresh Barua every week. According to her, ULFA's 'commander-in-chief' is now in Myanmar. She, however, denied having been involved in the Dhemaji bomb blast saying that she came to the district from a camp in Karbi Anglong. 
Now Myanmar a favoured destination for NE rebels: 
Silchar: Despite peace process being on with various extremist groups, the prospect of insurgency abating in North-east does not look bright. The statement of Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, in aftermath of the series of bomb blasts in the State of bomb blasts in the State and Dhemaji killings, that the Bhutan flush-out operation did not prove fruitful, seems to be in the right perspective. Bangladesh continues to harbour, rather brazenly, the extremists of North-east about which irrefutable and tell-tale evidences have been provided by the Union Home Ministry. The ULFA, NDFB and even the KLO have shifted their camps to Bangladesh. Taking advantage of the UPA Government's weak-kneed policy, militant bodies have been able to regroup and strengthen their bases in Myanmar. Intelligence sources informed here that the rebel groups in Myanmar, backed by anti-establishment forces in Thailand, have become the major sources of their arsenal. The Arakan Army, the Democratic Party of Arakan, the Kachin Independent Army, the Rohingiya Solidarity Organisation as well as other rebel groups serve as conduits for illegal arms. Indian terrorist outfits purchase these dirt cheap sophisticated weapons. 
47 ULFA rebels, 23 other surrender in Sonitpur; ULFA using mercenaries: GOC: 
Chardwar: GOC of the Army's IV Corps Lt Gen Anup S Jamwal on August 27 stressed on the need for greater coordination among the public, civil administration and security forces to root out insurgency from the State. He was talking after a surrender ceremony near Tezpur, where as many as 70 cadres belonging to ULFA, NDFB, MULTA and Bengal Tiger Force laid down their arms. On the recent blasts triggered by the ULFA, Lt Gen Jamwal said that there were only a handful of ULFA cadres active in Assam after the flush out operation carried out by the Royal Bhutan Army last December in the kingdom. "Due to the dwindling cadre strength, the ULFA is now using mercenaries and linkmen to carry out grenade attacks and IED blasts on soft targets, including children and public property", he said. 
ULFA Bombs Bleed Assam; Five killed, 78 hurt in 7 raids; explosions rocks city: 

Guwahati: The naked dance of death and destruction was unleashed once again as suspected ULFA militants, defying the public outcry against the outfit for the Dhemaji blast, triggered off a string of bomb blasts in different parts of Assam, including the capital city, killing at least five persons, besides injuring 78 others since late in the night on August 25. Suspected ULFA rebels set off two IED blasts at a distance of 15 feet from each other near the Noonmati Oil Refinery in the city around 8 p.m. on August 26. A large crater developed at the site of the first blast. Eight persons, including six policeman and a photo journalist were injured in the second blast. Two policemen- constable Badal Das and Havildar Shambhu received major injuries. 

ULFA waging war against civilians: CM 

Guwahati: As a series of bomb attacks rocked Assam, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on August 26 renewed the offer for talks with the banned ULFA. Gogoi admitted that the law-and-order scenario in the state had critical turn after the military operations in Bhutan against the ULFA and two other rebel groups in December last year. The ULFA cadres are scattered all over the place, rendering many spots vulnerable to extremist attacks, he said. 

ULFA owns up two explosions: 

Guwahati: The ULFA has claimed responsibility for two of the four blasts which occurred across the State over the last 24 hours. On the other hand, the militant outfit has condemned the Gossaigaon blast, terming it a conspiracy to drive a wedge between the Assamese and Bodo communities. A caller identifying himself as Paresh Barua, the "c-in-c" of the ULFA, called up in the evening on August 26 and claimed responsibility on behalf of his outfit for the blast on a railway track at Kokrajhar, as well as the blast near Goalpara in the morning on August 26 in which three persons including a six-year-old girl and two BSF men were killed. 

NDFB top gun, HUJI rebels give up: 

Guwahati: The outlawed NDFB's self-styled foreign secretary and six other militants, including four belonging to the Harkat-ul-Jehad-e-Islami (HUJI) surrendered before the Assam Police here on August 26. The surrender of the HUJI militants indicates that Bangladesh-based ideologues inspired by Osama bin Laden and the al Qaeda may have been on the job to make an entry into the region, police officials said. 

News on 28th August '04
CEC in city, asks to speed up roll revision: 

Guwahati: Chief Election Commissioner T S Krishnamurthy has directed the State Election Department to speed up the revision of electoral rolls in Assam. The Commission has already ordered intensive revision of electoral rolls in Assam. The Commission has already ordered intensive revision of electoral rolls in Assam with January 1, 2005 as the qualifying date. The CEC took stock of the revision process, during a stopover at LGB Airport on his way from Itanagar.

Bijoy: ULFA splits into pro, anti-talk factions:

Guwahati: Union Minister of state for Defence and Parliamentary Affairs Bijoy Krishna Handique on August 27 said that the ULFA has split into pro and anti-talk factions. This new development, according to Handque, had created new complications for evolving a roadmap to peace in Assam, even though the Centre was open to negotiations.

Govt clueless, plans police tone-up; Cop dies in Moran shoot-out with ULFA:

Guwahati: An Assam Police personnel was killed in an exchange of fire that ensured, after suspected ULFA rebels lobbed a grenade at a police party led by ASP PR Kar at Saharikota under Moran PS in Dibrugarh district in the evening on August 27. Havildar Yuba Bora succumbed to his injuries sustained during the gun battle that followed. However, there are no reports of any casualty from the rebel side till the filing of this report. Earlier on August 27, panic gripped the people in H S Road in Dibrugarh after a boy left a bag near the Om Baba Ashram. However it turned out to be a false as nothing suspicious was found in the bag.

Assam BJP wants CM to resign:

Guwahati: the state BJP, while condemning on 26th August's serial blasts that rocked Assam, gunned for the Chief Minister's resignation for failing to apprehend the trouble and provide security to the people of Assam. The party has also decided to observe August 30 as Anti-Terrorism Day throughout the State.

AGP demands mid-term polls:

Guwahati: The main Opposition AGP on August 27 said that the party will approach President APJ Abdul Kalam in September and ask him to dismiss the Tarun Gogoi-led Government and hold mid-term elections in the State.

Assam's deaf to agitate for rights:

Guwahati: The Assam Association of the Deaf (AAD) has announced an agitational programme in support of the fulfilment of its various demands, including the implementation of all the provisions under the People with Disabilities (PWD) Act, which was enacted by the Parliament in 1995.

Dey makes U-turn, calls meet:

Guwahati: Doing a U-turn, former Agriculture Minister Ardhendu Dey now claims he never made peace with Tarun Gogoi, as was reported earlier and brushed aside his meeting with the Chief Minister in New Delhi on august 23 as a mere "courtesy call." Now, with an eye to broaden his support base, Dey will hold a State-level convention of linguistic minorities at his home constituency, Hojai on September 12.

National Park authorities, tour operators team up to woo tourists; 'Selling' Manas to restore glory:

Guwahati: For a wildlife zone that was declared a reserved forest 99 years ago, and which now has an amazing diversity in wildlife, the Manas National Park has virtually fallen off the tourist map, mainly due to insurgency, attacks on the foresters by militants, and lack of up-to-date information on the Park. Now, forest officials are going all out to spruce up the area, while tour operators are working out ways to attract tourists. 

News on 27th August '04 

Kamrup rice scam: FIR against AASU leader: 
Guwahati: Adding a new twist to the Chayani-Barduar rice scam in Kamrup district, villagers of Parlli development block on August 26 filed a police complaint against South Kamrup Students' Union (SKSU) vice president, Jayanta Kumar Das, alleging his involvement in the disappearance of rice meant for the village under a road-cum-embankment improvement scheme. Meanwhile, the SKSU on August 26 suspended Das for 15 days for his alleged involvement in the scam, according to sources. 

Gogoi loyalists fail to meet Sonia, returns: 

Guwahati: The expensive trip undertaken by a group of Gogoi loyalists to New Delhi to prove before the party high command that there is no dissidence within the State Congress party and that the decision of the Chief Minister to drop Sarat Barkotoki, Devenand Konwar, Dr Ardhendu Kumar Dey and Pankaj Bora from the council of ministers in the recent downsizing exercise was right has ended on a whimper. As many as 30 MLAs, including Minister of State for Planning and Development Himanta Biswa Sarma returned to Dispur on August 26 after failing to meet Congress president Sonia Gandhi. 

NE Industrial Policy has little impact on region: study: 

Guwahati: Seven years after being introduced, the provisions of the North East Industrial Policy (NEIP) appear to have had little impact on the economies of the northeastern States, except for becoming a means for industrial units to take advantage of various subsidies and tax concessions. Neither has there been the desired industrial growth, nor has there been any significant impact on the employment-intensive sectors, both of which had been the cherished aims behind the forming of the policy. 

AGP steering committee takes action; Private life in public: Mahanta relieved of duties: 

Guwahati: Steering Committee of the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) on August 26 decided to relieve Prafulla Kumar Mahanta, former Chief Minister of Assam and founder president of the party, of all official responsibilities within the party organisation. AGP president Brindaban Goswami said that the party has taken a decision to bar Mahanta from holding any position or membership in the AGP for an indefinite period, adding that Mahanta can, however, take part in the party organisational matters in his own constituency. The decision has been taken in accordance with the provisions of the party constitution, Goswami said. 

News on 26th August '04 

Sovereignty can't be dropped: Paresh; AASU began cult of violence in State, says ULFA: 

Guwahati: The outlawed ULFA on August 23 slammed the AASU for not supporting its "struggle for sovereignty" for Assam and for criticising the organisation, pointing out that it was the student group which began the cult of violence in the State during the anti-foreigner agitation. The banned militant outfit also rejected Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi's appeal to drop the sovereignty issue as a prerequisite for discussions.

Meeting with Sonia on August 24; Dissent fizzles out; Sarat , Dey in Gogoi fold:

Guwahati: The Tarun Gogoi lobby appears to have finally succeeded in quelling the dissident notes in the State Congress with former ministers and professed Gogoi baiters, Sarat Barkataky and Ardhendu Dey, now calling truce and extending full support to the Chief Minister after being reportedly assured of tickets for the next Assembly elections.

Mahanta may face AGP axe:

Guwahati: The political future of former Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta in AGP is now mired in uncertainty as the party leadership has taken a serious view of his personal indiscretion over his alleged extra-marital relationship with a government employee. The threat of expulsion from the party looms large for Mahanta after AGP president Brindaban Goswami said that the issue has already been discussed by the working committee and the party has resolved not to allow the personal indiscretions of individual members ruin its reputation. "We will take a final decision in the next working committee meeting, keeping in mind that the interest of the party is supreme", Goswami said.

Tiwas call 12-hr bandh on August 25:

Guwahati: The All Tiwa Students' Union (ATSU) has called for a 12-hour dawn-to-dusk central Assam bandh on August 25 in protest against 20th August's killing of three persons in police firing at Baithalangso in Karbi Anglong district, while also demanding a judicial inquiry into the incident.

CM inquiries health of CP Saikia:

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on August 23 visited Apollo Hospital at New Delhi to inquire about the health of eminent litterateur Chandra Prasad Saikia, who is under going treatment for the last fortnight. Earlier Gogoi visited the AIIMS at Delhi and enquired about Hirayana Panging, the seriously-injured patient of the Dhemaji bomb blast. The 22-year old Panging was shifted from AMCat Dibrugarh as her condition showed no signs of improvement.

AHRC seeks reports on Dhemaji blast:

Guwahati: Taking up a suo moto case on the bomb blast during the Independence Day function in Dhemaji, the Assam Human Rights Commission (AHRC) has called for reports from the Chief Secretary, Home Commissioner, Dhemaji Deputy Commissioner and Superintendent of Police within one month. The reports will have to be submitted to the AHRC within September 21.

State project report on BTC spending:

Guwahati: The State government is preparing a project report on means to spend the Rs 17.5 crore released by the Centre for various expenses relating to the BTC. The project report is to be submitted to the Centre, State Government officials informed. The Council has already utilised nearly Rs 7.5 crore to purchase vehicles out of Rs 20 crore released by the Centre for infrastructure development.

News on 25th August '04
Task Force formed to look into tea tribes' demands: 

Guwahati: Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on August 24 directed the Chief Secretary to constitute a task force to look into the various demands of the tea garden tribes in the State. The task force will be headed by Additional Chief Secretary P C Sarma and will include Principal Secretary, Secretary and Commissioner to the PWD, PHE, Power, Health and Family Welfare departments as members, a government spokesman said. The Commissioner and secretary of Labour department will be the member-secretary of the task force. The task force will hold discussions with the Assam Branch of Indian Tea Association (ABITA), Assam Chah Mazdoor Sangha and other organisations to ascertain their views and submit recommendations for solution to their problems.

No shortage of essentials in Assam:

Guwahati: The ongoing nation-wide truckers strike has affected the flow of essentials to Assam and subsequently to the entire NE though there was no shortage of commodities and change in price levels here. The president of Assam Chamber of Inter-State Carriers, RS Tiwari said the truckers will continue their strike in the State until the Government meets their demands which include abolition of TDS, toll tax, service tax and reduction in the cost of high speed diesel.

'We are happy, Paresh wants aliens out'; ULFA's charges against us have no basis: AASU:

Guwahati: In the continuing war of words between the AASU and the ULFA, the student organisation on August 24 denied ULFA "c-in-c" Paresh Barua's charges that it was trying to create a rift within the Muslim community in Assam. The AASU also denied the ULFA's charge that it had been responsible for beginning the cult of violence in Assam during the anti-foreigner agitation.

Delhi durbar backs Gogoi as CM:

Guwahati: the Congress high command on August 24 ruled out any possibility of a change of leadership in the State and said that the Congress government under Tarun Gogoi was doing just fine. The party high command also denied of any dissidence within the party and added, even if there are any dissident voices, they would not be entertained.

AGP: I-Day killing a case of custody deaths:

Guwahati: The AGP on August 24 termed the killing of 13 innocent people, including schoolchildren and women, including schoolchildren and women, in the blast at Dhemaji on Independence day as an instance of custodial death' at the hands of the government function were blown up in the explosion because security arrangements were not adequate, AGP general secretary Hitendranath Goswami, and party spokesman Jagdish Bhuyan, said at a news conference here.

Mass condemns I-Day blast, wants AFSPA out:

Guwahati: the Manab Adhikar Sangram Samiti (MASS), along with 12 other organisations, on August 24 unequivocally condemned the ULFA-triggered Dhemaji blast on august 15, in which children and women lost their lives. However, the organisations said that the Dhemaji blast was the direct outcome of years of "militarization" over democratic ideals in the north-eastern region.

Award winner Tarali wants to follow Lata:

Guwahati: Having won the hearts of north-eastern people with her mellifluous voice, national award winning Assamese singer, Tarali Sarma wants to emulate her idol and melody queen Lata Mangeshkar. "My idol is Lataji and I love and adore her. I want to be like her in versatility and range", 30-year-old Tarali, who won the national award for best female playback singer for the Assamese film, 'Askashitorar Kothare,' told. She said music director Illayaraja has always inspired her. "I also want to work for (famous film directors) Mani Ratnam and Sanjay Leela Bhansali", she said. She is confident that she would get an opportunity to work with great personalities whom she has keenly followed.

Surabala Bardoloi no more:

Guwahati: Surabala Bardoloi, widow of late Gopinath Bardoloi, the first Chief Minister of Assam, passed away at 6.45pm at her Ulubari residence here. She was 99. She had been ill for some time. Her family members were by her side when the end came. 

News on 24th August '04 

President rushes team to treat kids' trauma: 

Dhemaji: A team of child psychologist from Delhi will be arriving at Dhemaji on Tuesday on examine and treat those children suffering from trauma and shock after the bomb blast that went off at the parade grounds on Independence Day, killing 13 people, including six school children. The team has been specially arranged by President APJ Abdul Kalam, after Dr Gayatri Gogoi of the Assam Medical College told him of the plight of the deeply scared and traumatised children who survived the bomb blast. These children were present at the incident site on Independence Day and are still shocked over the events of the Delhi.

'Himmatsingka Auto Enterprise.has to leave Assam at any cost'; 'Keeping mum for sake of peace in all circumstances is not possible'; Ultimatum served to 15 cos:

Guwahati: the Khilangiya Sangram Samiti, a joint platform of two front-ranking organisations of the state- Purbanchaliya Loka Parishad (PLP) and Hindu Yuva Chatra Parishad (HYCP) -has announced initiation of strong steps against 15 companies operating in Assam for their alleged anti-indigenous policies. The Samiti has alleged that 15 companies, including Himmatsingka Auto Enterprise, Mohendra Dutt & AK Dutt, ATC, Brahmaputra Iron Steel Limited, Bikanir Assam, Bharat Road Ways, Gauhati Tea Warehousing Limited, Candida and ICICI Bank, etc., have been adopting anti-Assamese policies, especially in case of their recruitment policies.

'Only 2 home guards were seen on duty on the night of the Aug 14 in the Dhemaji College ground'; People urge AHRC to summon State Govt:

Dhemaji: Fear psychosis still prevails among the people here are yet to recover from the shock of the deadly terrorist attack during the Independence Day celebration in Dhemaji college ground. Even though the State Government has suspended the SP, ASP of Dhemaji and transferred the DC of the district just after the terrorist attack on August 15, the people here have urged the Assam Human Rights Commission to intervene in the matter and issue showcause notices to Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, Minister of State for Home Rockybul Hussain, DC, Dhemaji, concerned ADC and EACs. Expressing serious concern over the security lapses in the Dhemaji College ground before the Independence Day celebrations, the people here have said that only because of the loopholes in the security system, the innocent people, mostly children had to lose their lives. They have also alleged that only two home guards were seen on duty during the night of August 14 in the flag hoisting ground.

HC respite for Assam Rifles Commandant: 

Guwahati: The Gauhati High Court on August 19 temporarily dispensed with appearance of Commandant of 17th Assam Rifles Colonel Jagmohan Singh from appearing before the C Upendra Singh commission of inquiry appointed by the Manipur Government to inquire into the killing of Manorama Devi. Justice BK Sarma posted the case for August 27 and protected the Commandant from appearing before the Commission till that date but permitted the Commission to record evidence others in camera in terms of the Commission's order dated August 7.

Gogoi meets editors, reviews security scene:

Guwahati: Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on August 19 met the editors of local dailies, and sought their suggestions to tackle the situation that has arisen after the senseless killings by the ULFA in Dhemaji on Independence Day. The editors, while condemning the act of mindless killing, urged the Government to gear up the law-and-order machinery and the Intelligence network.

News on 23rd August '04 

Heroin Rs 1 crore seized in city: 

Guwahati: In a joint operation, CID and Army officials on August 22 seized one kilogram of heroin worth Rs 1 crore in the international market from Senapati district of Manipur. The heroin was concealed in two 500gm packets. Both packets carried 'Made in Thailand' labels. A field test conducted on the substance confirmed the presence of 85 to 90 percent heroin.

'ULFA misinterpreting history to defend itself'; Cong, ULFA using B'deshis, says AASU:

Guwahati: The All Assam Students' Union (AASU) on August 22 blamed both the State Government and the United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) for failing to realize the core problem facing to realise the core problem facing the State arising out of the illegal influx from neighbouring Bangladesh, while also expressing concern over the current conflict between the Government and the ULFA, where innocent people of the State have been at the receiving end.

Dhemaji killings: NSCN-K blasts ULFA:

Guwahati: The SS Khaplang faction of the National Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN-K) has warned the banned United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) of dire consequences if it continued to attack civilians in Assam. The NSCN-K came down heavily on the ULFA for the bomb attack during an Independence Day parade at Dhemaji.

Assam Police to have crack bomb squad:

Guwahati: The Assam Police will soon come up with a crack team specialising on explosive devices, besides strengthening the existing bomb disposal squads in the State, in view of the increasing use of explosives by the ULFA as was clearly demonstrated by the blasts in Dhemaji, Dhubri and Dhakuakhana on Independence Day.

CM gets down to dinner diplomacy; Gogoi loyalists to back CM at Sonia durbar on Aug 24:

Guwahati: New Delhi has become the scene of hectic political activity during the last few days as far as the State Congress party is concerned. Almost all Congress MLAs of the State are camping in the national capital to meet the party supremo, Sonia Gandhi with regard to the leadership issue confronting the State ministry in the aftermath of the recent downsizing exercise which left many ministers, who were axed from the council of ministers, grumbling. Twenty more ministers and MLAs left for New Delhi on August 22 to support Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi in a bid to quell the dissident notes struck by a few disgruntled former ministers and Congress heavyweights.

Karbi hills still tense:

Guwahati: The situation in Karbi Anglong remains tense, a day after four persons were killed, one in police custody and three in subsequent police firing on an irate mob who attacked the Baithalanshu PS and injured two police officials.

2 rice scam accused suspended, controversy over probe:

Guwahati: The two officials arrested in connection with the Chayani Barduar rice scam in Kamrup district have been suspended with immediate effect. However, the mysterious inability of the police in tracing out and questioning the other suspects in the scam is fast snowballing into a major controversy.

Assam IPS men fail to submit property returns:

Guwahati: several IPS officers of the State have not submitted reports of their yearly property returns to the Centre. The Government of India recently wrote to the State Government about these IPS officers who have not submitted their property returns and asked the latter to initiate early action in the matter.

Flutter in police Dept over I-Day caution:

Guwahati: The recent revelation made by the Special Branch of Assam Police that it had alerted the SPs of all districts of the State about the possibility of an extremist attack one month before the Independence day has created quite a flutter in the State police ranks. The disclosure assumes special significance in the aftermath of the Dhemaji blast which killed 13 people, including 10 schoolchildren.

Kaziranga National Park Centenary next year; Celebration to be in style, body formed:

Guwahati: The Kaziranga National Park will be moving into its 100th anniversary next year with the State Government planning a slew of interesting programmes for the tourists. The park will be packaged as "The Century's Greatest Conservation Success Story", according to officials.

News on 22nd August '04
'Bhutan crackdown was of no help'; ULFA working for foreign forces: Gogoi

Guwahati: Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on August 19 accused the ULFA of working for "foreign agencies" and claimed that the outfit has sold out its ideology to certain enemy countries for mercenary gains as was clearly demonstrated by killing of school children in Dhemaji.

Citizens want voice against violence raised:

Guwahati: Senior citizens of the city, in a protest meeting on August 19, spoke out against the recent Dhemaji killings and laid emphasis on the need to create a strong public opinion against the climate of violence in the State. They also expressed their concerned over the State Government's apparent failure in providing security to the common man.

'We shall honour referendum result'; Now, Paresh Barua denies ULFA hand:

Guwahati: The ULFA in the night on august 19 denied its involvement in 15th August's blast at Dhemaji that killed 13 people and said that the media had "misinterpreted" an earlier statement by his outfit's "chairman", Arabinda Rajkhowa. A section of the media had quoted Rajkhowa to have said that the ULFA had owned responsibility for the Dhemaji blast.

Cong MLAs to Delhi for lobbying?:

Guwahati: Disgruntled former ministers of the Tarun Gogoi Cabinet, who had been dropped in the recent downsizing exercise, are set on a collision course with pro-Gogoi MLAs, with both pro-Gogoi MLAs, with both factions planning to jet off to New Delhi to meet with the party high command over the next few days. The Congress MLAs supporting the Chief Minister will be massing at the national capital in a show of strength for their leader, in the first ever sequence of dramatic manoeuvres in the three-and-half year old Gogoi Government.

Cops asked to watch relief rice:

Guwahati: The State Government has instructed the Police department to "deal strongly" with people involved in illegal selling of rice meant for relief programmes in the open market. Minister of state for Panchayat and Rural Development, Ripun Bora, in a letter written to DGP, Assam, has stated, "we have taken a number of administrative measures to stop the reported sale of SGRY rice in the open market on transit from FCI depots to worksites or godowns of local administrative bodies by unscrupulous elements in connivance with Rural development department officials". The Minister has also asked the DGP to instruct all SPs to keep a strict vigil on their respective jurisdictions during lifting of rice from FCI depots and during transit.

Assam ethnic team to meet PM over ST status:

Guwahati: A joint delegation of six ethnic communities of Assam will leave for New Delhi on August 21 to meet Prime Minister Manmohan Singh to press for their inclusion in the Schedule Tribes list. The high-level delegation comprising in the Schedule Tribes list. The high-level delegation comprising representatives of tea tribes, Ahom, Koch-Rajbongshi, Chutia, Moran and Motok communities will also meet Union Tribal Welfare Minister P R Kyndiah, Minister of state for Defence, Bijoy Krishna Handique and other Central leaders. The delegation will include the Speaker of the Assam Assembly, Prithibi Majhi, Transport Minister Anjan Dutta, former minister Debananda Konwar, Dileshwar Tanti, Etwa Munda and MLAs of different political parties, sources said. 

News on 21st August '04
Assam transporters keep off strike:

Guwahati: Transporters of Assam have extended their moral support to the nationwide indefinite transport strike which began from midnight last night, but refrained from joining it in view of the situation that has arisen in the State because of the recent floods. The strike was called in protest against the proposed 10 percent tax on the transport industry by the Centre.

Gogoi greets Sonia for place in hallowed club:

Guwahati: Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on August 21 congratulated Ms Sonia Gandhi for being voted as the third powerful woman of the world by US magazine Forbes. Gogoi said that the magazine had rightly given Sonia the pride of a place among the hallowed club of 100 powerful women for her outstanding contribution in politics.

Teachers' body plans stir over pay dues: 

Guwahati: The Asom Madhyamik Sikshak Aru Karmachari Santha has launched an agitational programme in protest against the Government's lackadaisical attitude in address the long-standing demands of the school teachers. The Santha will also hold protest rallies on September 9 in front of the offices of School Inspectors in all the district headquarters of the state and also submit a memorandum to Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi.

Bomb hoax in city halts traffic:

Guwahati: Panic gripped the people of the high security capital complex at Dispur this morning, after an abandoned briefcase was spotted in the area. The police and security personnel immediately swung into action, with the dog squad rushed in and traffic halted at the busy GS Road. However, it turned out to be just a scare as nothing suspicious was found when the briefcase was blasted open by the police.

Minor transfers in state Police:

guwahati: Twenty-two DSPs have been promoted to the post of Additional SPs, and some of them have handed over charge of 12 ASP posts which had been lying vacant, according to official sources. On the other hand, three ASPs have been transferred and posted elsewhere. The promotions of some ASPs to SPs have been pending for some time, but since a case was filed at the Gauhati High Court, the promotions were kept in abeyance.

AASAA upset, back out of Delhi visit:

Guwahati: A disappointed All Adivasi Students' Association of Assam (AASAA) on August 20 withdrew its name from the inter-legislative forum which is leaving for New Delhi on August 21 to press the Centre for the inclusion of six communities in the Schedule Tribes (ST) list. The forum will call on Prime Minister, Tribal Affairs Minister and other officials demanding the inclusion of the Rajbongshis, Morans, Motaks, Chutias and tea communities in the ST list.

Gogoi off to Delhi with loyal pack:

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, accompanied by a few ministers, including Anjan Dutta and APCC president Bhubaneshwar Kalita, on August 20 left for New Delhi to attend an AICC meeting. Meanwhile, 44 other pro-Gogoi MLAs will be leaving for Delhi in groups on August 20 and the day after, to put up a show of strength in front of the high command in support of the Chief Minister, and to shoot down efforts by disgruntled former ministers and state congress heavyweights against Gogoi.

Traffic jams hit city hard:

Guwahati: Massive traffic snarls were witnessed at several places in the city on August 20, causing a great deal of inconvenience to commuters and pedestrians alike. Angry motorists resented the failure of traffic authorities to ease the flow of vehicles on the city roads.

AASU: try 100-hr truce, see ULFA response:

Guwahati: Offering a prescription for peace, the AASU on August 20 said that the State Government, as guardian of the people of Assam, should make the first move and call for a unilateral cease-fire with the outlawed ULFA for 100 hours on an experimental basis and see if the outfit reciprocates with a similar gesture.

People's ire has forced ULFA to retract: Gogoi:

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on August 20 slammed the ULFA for denying its hand in the Dhemaji blast, declaring that the militant outfit was on the defensive after the people of Assam openly decried the deaths of innocent children in the August 15 attack. 

News on 20th August '04 

'Digboi police afraid of impersonators': 

Tinsukia: Though an FIR was lodged by the Health Department against a few impersonators, including a political leader, the Digboi police station, with an indifferent attitude, allegedly refused to register the case which has caused resentment among the officials concerned here. According to the FIR lodged by Mr Lolit Chandra Saikia, Drug Inspector, Tinsukia at Digboi police station on August 9, three persons, claiming themselves as representatives of drug controller officer and close associates of the Health Minister, Dr Bhumidhar Barman, demanded Rs 10,000 from Mr Utpal Choudhury, the proprietor of Choudhury Pharma at Digboi on August 6. The persons came in a car (AS-06 D-4622). Based on the information provided by the driver of the car, Pintu Das, the Health department listed three persons in its FIR. They were- Ajoy Poddar of Bank Colony, Dibrugarh, Suren Das of BC Das Road, Dibrugarh and Sajid Ahmed of Dibrugarh. Interestingly, an identity card left behind by Poddar revealed that he had contested the last Assembly election from Tinsukia LAC as a candidate of Lok Shakti party.

'CM must seek public apology'; Govt has nexus with militants, says ABSU: 

Kokrajhar: the All Bodo Students' Union has accused the Tarun Gogoi-led Congress Government of having a nexus with the militant outfits. The student body said that no security personnel or government officials were killed in the Dhemaji blast which only claimed the lives of common people and innocent students. Rabiram Narzary, president of the ABSU, strongly criticised the State Government for its failure to protect the lives of common people. Narzary said that Gogoi is unfit to hold the post of the Chief Minister and he must seek an apology from the people for his inefficiency. The ABSU also demanded punitive action against the guilty security personnel for their alleged negligence of duty.

BJP demands Gogoi Govt's resignation:

Guwahati: The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), Assam unit has demanded resignation of the Tarun Gogoi-led Congress Government in the state for its failure to protect life and property of people. "The state has been witnessing crimes like atrocities on women, killings, abductions, etc., since May, 2001 when the Congress had formed the Government in the state, " the BJP leaders said.

No chairman since July, 2003; State Pollution Control Board becomes a white elephant:

Guwahati: Due to government's apathy and mismanagement, as many as 250 employees of the State Pollution Control Board are sitting idle for years having no action plan to prepare a database on levels of sound, water, air and soil pollution in the State. Sources at the Board said that its Scientific and the Engineering divisions were doing nothing in the field of collection of data and research activities, except executing a few assignments entrusted by the Central Pollution Board to it. The activities of the Board were confined to only giving no objection certificates (NOCs) and routine consents to the industries, the sources said. "It is a matter of concern that the government has not appointed a full-time chairman of the Board after the outgoing chairman Dr LK Bora, who had retired in July, 2003", the sources said. Even the present member-secretary was not a full-time officer and he has been holding his post for about two-and-a-half years. "Most of the employees, even the top officers, do not see the present chairman in-charge PP Verma, who is also the Principal-Secretary with the Department of Forest and Environment", sources alleged.

Assam bandh on August 18, state mourning on Aug 16 every year; Assam rises in protest against ULFA killings:

Guwahati: "Enough is enough" was the prevailing mood, as thousands of students all across the State and people from all walks of life took to the streets on August 17, to denounce 15th August's extremist attack in Dhemaji during Independence day celebrations which killed 13 people, mostly children, besides injuring several others. Meanwhile, the 12-hour Assam bandh called by the AASU in protest against the killings will come into effect from 5 a.m. on august 18. Meanwhile, the State government on August 17 announced that August 16 will be observed as State Mourning Day from next year as a mark of homage to those killed in Sunday's attack in Dhemaji. It has also decided to name the respective school libraries in memory of those students who were killed in the explosion. The Government has also increased the ex-gratia amount from the earlier Rs 3 lakh to Rs 5 lakh each to those killed and Rs one lakh each to the injured. It has also announced that all medical expenses for the treatment of the injured will be borne by the Government. This was announced by Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi during his visit to Dhemaji on august 17 where he met the families of the bereaved. He was accompanied by Governor of Assam, Lt Gen (retd) Ajai Singh, besides Bharat Narah, APCC president Bhubaneshwar Kalita and Home Commissioner B K Gohaon.

ULFA owns up blast in Dhemaji:

Guwahati: The banned ULFA has owned responsibility for the Independence Day bomb blast in Dhemaji district in which 13 people were killed but blamed the State Government for using children as a tool to achieve its political goals. In an e-mail statement here in the night on August 16, ULFA chairman Arabinda Rajkhowa said that the outfit, along with five other militant outfits of the North East, had appealed to people to boycott the Independence Day celebrations and instead observe the day as 'protest day'.

ULFA using Mujahideen-type bombs?:

Guwahati: The powerful explosions in Dhemaji which claimed 13 lives on Independence Day, as well as the blasts in Dhakuakhana and Dhubri, were triggered off by the ULFA using a Delayed Programme Device (DPD), a new technique by which the extremists can detonate the explosives even days after planting them. On the other hand, the explosives reportedly used in the blast, PNT, was also used for the first time by the banned outfit, in what security sources view as a major shift from its earlier strategy of ambushes.

Governor, CM visit Dhemaji; 'Israeli anti-bomb devices needed':

Guwahati: Israeli surveillance system was mooted on August 17 for Assam to check the continued use of Improvised Explosive Devises (IED) by the ULFA. The idea came from Governor, Lt. Gen (retd) Ajay Singh, while reviewing the situation in Dhemaji with Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi. "the system can check any hidden bomb at a range of 500 metres. It is needed urgently", said the Governor, who had led the first direct assault on ULFA through 'Operation Bajrang' in 1990 as a Major General.

Mahanta faces Jayashree ire in public?:

Guwahati: In the latest episode to former Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta's domestic problems, the AGP leader was publicity rebuked and manhandled by his wife when he was returning from Nagaon to Guwahati, accompanied by Sanghamitra Bharali. Sources revealed that Mahanta, accompanied by Sanghamitra, had visited the Deoshal than near Jagiroad while returning from Nagaon in the morning on August 17. At around 11:30 a.m. near Dimoria on NH-37, Mahanta's convoy met with Jayashree Goswami Mahanta, Sanghamitra and Jayashree reportedly got down from their cars, after which Jayashree entered into an argument with Mahanta and Sanghamitra. The argument heated up, and Jayashree reportedly manhandled Sanghamitra Bharali and Prafulla Mahanta in full view of the public. Sources also revealed that Jayashree later returned to Guwahati, accompanied by her husband.

Major shake-up soon in State over security lapses:

Guwahati: The swiftness with which heads rolled in the Dhemaji district administration in the aftermath of the August 15 blasts in Dhemaji, Dhakuakhana and Dhubri is a precursor to a massive reshuffle of civil and police officials across the State, even as a shaken Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi seeks to shore up his Government's image which has taken a beating.

BJP sees ISI link in blast:

Guwahati: The State unit of BJP on August 17 said that a possible ISI link into the Dhemaji bomb blast cannot be ruled out, even while declaring that the party would not oppose on 18th August's Assam bandh called by the All Assam Students' Union in protest against the brutal incident.

Assamese NRIs' peace plea to Assam for dev:

Guwahati: The Assamese Diaspora, through major organisations of non-resident Assamese, including the North America Branch of the Axom Xahitya Xabha, has called for a return to peace and order in Assam and the North-east, as well as creation of employment opportunities and developing infrastructure in the State.

Two police SIs 'closed' from duty:

Guwahati: In the aftermath of 16th August's police action on protesters here, in which one person was killed, CK Boro and Prafulla Deka, both sub-inspectors at the Dispur PS, were 'closed' from duty. Meanwhile, Nazrul Islam, the alleged criminal who had been the main reason for public ire leading to the police action on August 16, was arrested on August 17, according to official sources. The district administration has ordered a magisterial inquiry into 16th August's incident, and A K Nath, sub-divisional magistrate has been directed to submit his report within 15 days to the Kamrup (Metro) DC. 

News on 19th August '04 

CM urges banks to boost agri credit: 

Guwahati: Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on August 18 urged the banks and financial institutions to play a proactive role in doubling the agricultural credit in the next three years as stipulated by the Centre. At a special State-level bankers committee meeting here, Gogoi said that more than 70 percent of people live in rural areas with economy being primarily agrarian. More thrust had to be given to agriculture and allied activities for the overall growth of the economy, he said. 

GMCH to protest doctors' assault; AASU's bandh against violence total in State: 

Guwahati: The AASU-sponsored 12- hour Assam bandh, called in protest against 15th August's ULFA attack in Dhemaji, was total and spontaneous, even as hundreds of protesters from all over the State were arrested and picked up by the police. Barring a few incidents of stone pelting and vandalism, including one where two lady doctors in the city were allegedly manhandled by AASU activists, the bandh passed off relatively peacefully. The AASU had also demanded Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi's resignation for his alleged failure in providing security to the people of the State. Meanwhile, the Guwahati Medical College fraternity has vehemently condemned the assault on two junior lady doctors allegedly by AASU activists at Rajgarh road in the city while they were coming to attend to their duties in a car. The Junior Doctors Association, in a press release stated that all doctors of Guwahati Medical college will wear black badges on August 19 as a mark of protest against the assault. Interestingly, all essential services were declared to have been exempted from the bandh. 
New security strategy needed: CM: 

Guwahati: The August 15 ULFA attack in Dhemaji has forced the State Government to review its strategy in countering rising insurgency-related incidents even as Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi warned of tough action against the perpetrators of 15th August's attack that killed 13 people. Gogoi said that he would discuss matters with the Army's Eastern Command chief, Lt Gen J S Verma, in the next few days and review the security strategy for the State in the wake of the recent extremist attacks. The chief Minister also said that his Government will request the Centre to instruct Assam's neighbouring States for greater coordination to combat the scourge of insurgency. 

Ministers to donate for blast victims' memorial: 

Guwahati: the State council of ministers has decided to contribute one month's salary to building a memorial structure in the state capital to commemorate those killed in the Dhemaji blast during the Independence Day celebrations on august 15. A decision in this regard was taken on August 18 in a meeting of the council of ministers at the Janata Bhavan here. 

Finally, a 'Hogwarts' for the city!; kids' death shocked me: Sorcar Young: 

Guwahati: "We magicians get tremendous affection and goodwill from children, and they are our largest audience. When I read the shocking news about the death of so many children in the bomb blast of so many children in the bomb blast recently, I felt very sad, and I almost decided not to come at all", remarked magician PC Sorcar Young, who is here in the city for a show from August 19 to 22. The magician, younger son of the legendary PC Sorcar, expressed sorrow for the families of the innocent children killed in the Dhemaji blast, and said that such violence, specially those which claimed young lives, must come to an end immediately. Incidentally, Sorcar Young's show, organised by the Confederate Socio-cultural Organisation, will be in aid of orphans and flood victims of the State. His performance will include more than 20 items, with four to five additions to his performance last year in Assam. There will be six performances spread over the four days. 

News on 18th August '04 

Kids, women die in ULFA blast; State mourns deaths, SP suspended, DC moved out: 

Guwahati: In one of the biggest extremist attacks on civilians in Assam in recent years, 13 people, including six children, were killed and 21 others were injured in a powerful bomb blast at Dhemaji College in the morning on August 15. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi and the State's security establishment has held the outlawed ULFA responsible for the blast. The blast occurred just minutes before the main Independence Day celebrations were to begin at the college grounds. Two other blasts occurred at Dhakuakhana and Dhubri, although no casualties have been reported.

Govt admits security lapse, Addl CS to conduct probe:

Guwahati: The blast in Dhemaji on August 15 within a supposed secure zone was clearly the result of major security lapses on the part of the police and the local administration. It has also blown away the declaration by the officials that all possible security measures had been taken. The fact that the blast occurred after a time device buried that the blast occurred after a time device buried deep underground went off, indicates that the ground was not properly searched for explosives and guarded, despite extremist boycott calls of Independence Day celebrations, and a particularly violent run-up to August 15, including six earlier blast over nine days across Assam.

People insecure, Gogoi must go: AGP; Strike total in Dhemaji, fresh AASU bandh on August 18:

Guwahati: A 12-hour bandh was observed in Dhemaji and Lakhimpur districts on August 16 on protest against 15th August's bomb explosion during Independence Day celebrations in Dhemaji that 13 people dead and 21 others injured. Six of the dead were young students. The bandh call was given by the Dhemaji unit of AASU. The AASU has called for a 12-hour Assam bandh on August 18 against 15th August's incident.

Peace march in Dibrugarh; Sankardev anniv holiday deferred due to blasts:

Guwahati: The Assam Government has deferred the Sankardev Death Anniversary holiday, scheduled on August 17, has been deferred to September 16, official sources said here on August 16. The holiday was deferred so that the people including the students could take part in the rallies to be organised on August 17 to condole and protest against the bomb blast deaths in Dhemaji on the Independence Day.

UK Assamese condemn blast, Germany joins in:

Guwahati: Members of the Axom Xahitya Xabha UK (AXXUK) and Assam Forum UK have condemned the killing of innocent people by using a remotely controlled IED device at Dhemaji and termed it as a callous act of cowardice. Meanwhile, Germany has strongly condemned the bomb blast Dhemaji on August 16 during an Independence Day function, in which early 14 people were killed. 

News on 17th August '04
City Police beats protestor to death; 'Sub-inspector Bodo was behind the brutal action': 

Guwahati: Barely 24 hours after serious security lapses by the State police led to loss of several lives during the Independence Day function in Dhemaji, a red-faced police force let out its steam on innocent citizens in the city on August 16. It was the worst nightmare in broad day-light for Nazum Ali (65), a resident of Dwarandha area of the city, as he was beaten to death by the Dispur police, barely a stone's throw away from the capital complex, the seat of power. Ironically, Nazum Ali was among those staging a protest demonstration against alleged police atrocity in Dwarandha and was proceeding towards the Dispur police station to submit a petition. According to eye-witness, sub-inspector CK Boro was behind the brutal action. They claim, Boro and few other police personnel went about lynching Ali even as senior police officials, including the DSP stood as mute spectators. Ali was later brought BHL nursing home in an unconscious stage, where he declared dead.

'ULFA desperados planning major strikes even after I-Day'; Upper Assam under massive security net: 

Chabua: Security has been beefed up in Tinsukia district following Intelligence reports that the outlawed ULFA is planning to strike at certain targets in the district, including oil installations, even after the Independence Day. Railway stations, bridges, highways, bus stands, telephone exchanges, oil installations, Central Government offices and offices of various political parties have been placed under strict vigil of the security personnel.

Prof Dilip Barua joins IAS-coaching institute:

Guwahati: Prof Dilip Kumar Barua, former Principal of Cotton College and a former Joint Director of Assam Administrative Staff College has launched an intensive coaching programme for the Central civil Service (IAS) Examination at the city based Ace Institute, a career and professional studies centre. Prof Barua, while at the staff College, was instrumental in introducing the coaching programme for the Central Civil Service Examination at the College. The falling percentage of State students in the Civil Services had prompted Prof Barua's decision, the release added. The release said that with Prof Barua's experience, the institute hopes to bring success to more and more students from State.

'Rubber dam at Pagladiya soon'; Goyal: Brahmaputra Board to be pro-active:

Guwahati: The Brahmaputra Board, under fire from organisations and administrators in Assam for failing to play a pro-active role in flood control in Assam, has maintained that it will be playing a crucial role in the task force announce by the Prime Minister to look into the problem. 

News on 16th August '04 

BCF, State Govt sign ceasefire pact: 

Guwahati: The Assam Government and the Birsa Commando force (BCF) on Aug 15 signed a ceasefire agreement for a year commencing from August 15. A 15-man BCF delegation, led by its chairman Durga Hasda and 'c-in-c' Birsing Munda, met Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi and Government officials on August 14 and signed the truce agreement.

71% pass GU BSc Part-II examination:

Guwahati: Of the 3,074 candidates who had appeared in the B.Sc Part-II (final) examination, 2004, GU, 2,191 came out successful, the pass percentage being 71.28, according to results declared on August 14. Among the candidates having major subjects, 266 passed in the first class, 748 in second class and 77 were declared simple pass. Among the general candidates, three passed in first division, 642 in second division and 221 in third division.

GU VC gheraoed in office by boarders:

Guwahati: The GU Vice Chancellor has been gheraoed in his office since 3pm on August 14 by the hostel inmates who are in an indefinite hunger strike till filing of this report. According to PGSU sources, armed with a pistol, some inmates of AT 9 had opened fire in the air last night at hostel No RCC 2 where the prize distribution for the University Week was going on One Shukla Mahanta, the PGSU alleged, was man handled, and is now under treatment in the city hospital.

NECCI joins NE CMs to rap HRD Ministry on funding:

Guwahati: The NECCI has joined the growing tide of protests by north-eastern State governments and organisations against the Union HRD Ministry's proposed slashing of the system of 10 per cent budgetary allocation for the region. 

News on 15th August '04 

Oil pipeline blown, One killed, 13 hurt in Gauripur blast:

Dibrugarh: Barely a few hours ahead of the Independence Day, one Kamal Ghose was killed and 13 others were injured, two of them critically, when unidentified miscreants triggered a grenade blast inside a cinema hall at Gauripur in Dhubri district at 12.45pm on August 14. In another incident, suspected ULFA militants blew off an OIL feeder pipeline before midnight last night at Dighaliagaon under Tingkhong police station near Duliajan.

News on 14th August '04
Assam places Rs 110-cr plan before NEC: 

Guwahati: The State Government has submitted a list of new schemes worth over Rs 110 crore to the North Eastern Council (NEC) for its approval, ranging from introduction of a light and sound system, depicting the glorious history of the State on one of the Inland Water Transport department vessels, to setting up of a regional museum Guwahati.

Centre promises flood assistance:

Guwahati: Union Finance Minister P Chidambaram has assured Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi of immediate release of another Rs 200 crore to the State for flood relief and rehabilitation works, after the latter called on him in New Delhi. Gogoi also met Union Ministers of Home and Agriculture and Deputy Chairman of Planning Commission to ask for further release of funds immediately for the rehabilitation of the flood-affected people.

IWTD at a loss over rent from ships:

Guwahati: At a time when the government is lying stress on newer, more comfortable ships for tourist passenger traffic on the Brahmaputra, the other, more vital aspect of shipping- commercial cargo- has been ignored, and the IWT Department is in the red. Ironically, the Department itself is to blame, because it has not been able to collect rent from the private companies and government enterprises which hire out its vessels. 

Police suspects SULFA hand in narcotics trade:
Guwahati: Police suspect an active involvement of the SULFA activists in narcotic trade from Nagaland and Manipur. The police suspicion grew when they recovered five packets of brown sugar from the vehicle of the slained gangster and SULFA leader Krishna Hazarika.

I-Day may bring cheer for deficit college teachers:

Guwahati: In a move to provide financial help to the teachers of the 61 deficit colleges which had been given deficit colleges which had been given deficit status by the previous AGP regime, the State Government has decided that each teacher in these colleges would be paid an extra amount of Rs 3,000 per month, in addition to their current salary, according to officials.

AGP to unify NE regional forces:

Guwahati: A team of AGP leaders will be visiting neighbouring States of the region shortly to forge a common platform for regionalist forces of the North-east. This was one of several decisions taken at the first meeting of the newly reconstituted political affairs committee of the party at its headquarters here on August 12.

Assam Tribal Sangha opposes new groups' inclusion in ST list:

Guwahati: The state Government's pressure on the Centre for the inclusion of Tai Ahoms, Koch-Rajbongshis, Morans, Motaks and Chutias in the list of Schedule Tribes, has come under fire from the All Assam Tribal Sangha, with the Sangha on August 12 demanding a white paper from the Government on the entire matter, while expressing the need for a comprehensive revision of all the scheduled communities instead. 

News on 13th August '04
Sanjay Krishna to join PMO: 

Guwahati: Kumar Sanjay Krishna, an Assam cadre IAS officer, will take charge as Director at the PMO on 16 August. Krishna joins the PMO after completing a three-year stint as Director of the Tea Board in New York. Meanwhile, the Assam Government has given its approval to Krishna's second term of deputation, official sources said here. 
Assam, AP alert over Tsang Po dam crack: 
Guwahati: The State Government has alerted the authorities of the districts concerned after the Government of India informed that a dam on river Tsang Po in China has developed cracks and may break at any moment which may cause major floods in Arunachal Pradesh and Assam. The Centre has also asked the States to monitor the flow of water in the Siang and Brahmaputra rivers at their respective entry points. 
AASU slams Gogoi stand on AFSPA: 
Guwahati: The AASU has slammed Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi for his statement supporting the continuation of the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act in Assam, even as it has been lifted over parts of Manipur with the government in that State supporting the people's demands. The AASU has charged that Gogoi's stand on the "black laws" in Assam proved the insincerity of the Congress Government in advancing the peace process with insurgent groups. 
Security net in State for I-Day: 
Guwahati: In view of the heightened threat perception posed by the outlawed ULFA and to pre-empt any possible strike by the outfit during the Independence Day celebrations, the State administration has braced itself up to provide a full proof security net over all the vital installations and sensitive areas in Assam. 
Kamrup rice scam: 2 officials arrested: 
Guwahati: In a major development in investigations into the rice scam involving sale of FDR scheme rice from a Kamrup district development block in the black market, Palasbari police on August 13 arrested extension officer Suren Das and junior engineer Dhrubajyoti Nath. Meanwhile, the other accused in the scam, including a close associate of the local MLA, have been absconding, according to officials. 
Final hearing on August 19; Will the law catch up with Barnali's killers?: 
Guwahati: Even as the stage is set for the execution of Dhananjoy Chatterjee, convicted rapist and killer of a Kolkata schoolgirl 13 years ago, the wheels of justice are griding slowly to judge a crime closer home: the gruesome rape and murder of eight-year old Barnali Deb in Guwahati two years ago. With one of the accused having confessed to his crime, women's rights groups and other bodies pursuing the case feel confident that, like Hetal Parikh, justice will be done to Barnali. 
Scotland Yard offers to help trace missing NRI: 
Guwahati: the British Metropolitan Police or Scotland Yard, expressed willingness to assist the Assam the Assam Police in security the release of Pratul Chandra Dev, brother-in-law of Social Welfare Minister Gautam Roy. Dev, who was a BJP candidate in 2001 Assembly elections. He was allegedly abducted by suspected militants on March 17, while on a business trip to Assam. 
News on 12th August '04 

Assam Govt response to plea for peace; 'Talks with ULFA can be on Phizo, MNF lines': 

Guwahati: The Assam Government on August 10 urged the Centre to initiate talks with the outlawed ULFA on the lines it had adopted in the past while initiating dialogues with Naga leader Angami Zapu Phizo in Nagaland and Laldenga in Mizoram which subsequently saw the signing of the Naga and the Mizo Accords respectively. The statement came from Minister of state for Home Rockybul Hussain in the State Assembly on August 10 in the State Assembly on August 10 during Zero hour, after several MLAs requested the Government to initiate talks with the ULFA. The minister said the Centre should invite ULFA for talks on the lines held way back with Father of Naga insurgency, Phizo, and Mizo National Front (MNF) leader Laldenga which culminated in singing of Accords.

I-Day boycott call by ULFA, other groups:

Guwahati: Militant groups of the North-east have jointly called boycott of the Independence Day celebration and urged the people to observe a general strike on August 15.

Statement on ISI activities rocks House, Opp move Governor:

Guwahati: The State Government's statement in the Assembly on August 9 that there was no evidence of any ISI activities in the State has snowballed into a major controversy, with the Opposition taking the government to task over what it terms as an attempt to mislead and misinform the House. Normal business came to a halt in the House for more than 40 minutes on August 10 as ruling and Opposition members entered into a pitched argument over Minister of State for Home Rockybul Hussain's remarks on August 9.

Oust-Mayor stir on, staff push for PF scheme; Councillors, employees paralyse GMC:

Guwahati: Who cares about providing adequate civic amenities to the common Guwahatians? By the look of things, at least the Guwahati Municipal corporation (GMC) could not have cared less. Normal functioning of both the offices of GMC at Kachari and Uzanbazar came to a halt in the morning on August 10, if only for a few hours, due to a series of agitation by both councillors and employees. Clearly, this has been a summer of discontent.

Rice disappear from Kamrup block, AGP calls for probe:

Guwahati: Close on the heels of the alleged sale of Arunachal Pradesh-bound rice in Nagaon, comes another rice scam- the alleged disappearance of more than 1,230 quintals of rice in the Chayani-Borduar development block in Palashbari, Kamrup district, with indications that the rice has been sold off in the black market by local officials and people with political connections.

ACTA sets Jan 13 deadline for benefits:

Guwahati: Criticizing the State Government for long neglecting the pressing issues of the teaching fraternity, the Assam College Teachers' Association (ACTA) on August 10 staged a dharna in Dispur, demanding, among other things, that January 13,2000 be made the cut off date for implementation of the UGC scheme in terms of benefits for the revised scale and other conditions, such as clearing of National Eligibility Test (NET) and State Level Eligibility Test (SLET).

3 ULFA men, 1 policemen killed in encounter:

Guwahati: In continuing violence in the run-up to Independence day celebrations in Assam, at least four people, three ULFA militants and one policemen, were killed in an encounter near here in the night on august 10. Police said the vehicle, carrying ULFA militants, was moving towards Guwahati when the personnel intercepted them at the entrance point of Jorabat and fired at the vehicle. While three ULFA militants were killed on the spot in the gunbattle, one policeman who was seriously injured succumbed to injury on way to hospital, police said.

Govt to spend 160 crore on erosion control:

Guwahati: The State Government will be spending over Rs 160 crore on erosion control and embankment repair schemes by the end of March next year, according to a statement made by P & D Minister Himanta Biswa Sharma in the House on August 10.

ULFA backs Manipur stir:

Guwahati: Six underground organisations of the North-east, including the ULFA, NDFB and the Manipur People's Liberation Front, have voiced their support to the ongoing agitation in Manipur. In an e-mail sent to a section of the media here on August 10, ULFA's publicity secretary Ruby Bhuyan said that the outfits voiced their total support to the people of Manipur who were fighting a battle against "colonial occupation of Indian forces". 

News on 11th August '04
126 DSP posts lying vacant in State: 

Guwahati: Minister of State for Home, Rockybul Hussain on August 9 denied that vacancies in the police force have affected its efficiency in maintaining law and order, even while admitting that 126 posts of DSP are still lying vacant in the State. He was replying to a question put by BJP MLA Bimlangshu Roy during Question Hour in the Assembly on August 9. Hussain stated that 49 DSPs are already undergoing training while 69 inspectors will be promoted to the posts of DSPs.

'Dialogue with UPDS (pro-talk), DHD on track'; No feelers from ULFA on peace talks: Govt

Guwahati: The Assam Government on August 9 said that there have been no indications from the side of the banned ULFA on the issue of peace talks. Moreover, the government has also said that the Centre had specified that talks could only take place within parameters similar to those for the Centre-NSCN talks. It may be mentioned here that ULFA 'c-in-c' Paresh Barua, in a telephonic interview had announced that if the government was willing to take up the sovereignty issue, the banned outfit was willing to give up its demand for talks outside India.

Bodos trying to use us, says AASKSU:

Guwahati: The All Assam Sarania Kachari Students' Union and the Sarania Kachari Democratic Women Front on August 9 alleged that leaders in the Bodoland Territorial Autonomous Districts (BTAD) are trying to merge the Sarania Kachari community with the Bodos to gain political advantages in the new administrative set up by making themselves the majority group in terms of population.

Rockybul replies on 'secret killings':

Guwahati: Minister of State for Home, Rockybul Hussain on August 9 hinted at a possible extension of the enquiry commission probing into the infamous "secret killings" that rocked the State during the last AGP regime. The term of the Justice J N Sharma Commission of Enquiry, investigating the incidents, ended on August 4 last.

Down Town Charity Trust Smile Train Project completes 2 years: 

Guwahati: Down Town charity Trust in collaboration with the New York based Smile Trust Inc. completed two years of its joint agreement of providing free reconstructive surgeries for children, adolescents, adults born with cleft lip and palate defects. The projects is known as Down Town Charity Trust Smile Train Project. 

News on 10th August '04 

Oil scam: 139 cases registered: 

Guwahati: Minister of State for Home, Rockybul Hussain today stated that a total of 139 cases have been registered against crude oil theft since January 1, 1992, and 294 suspected people have been arrested while 194 of the chargesheeted are absconding. He was replying to a question by AGP's Zoiinath Sharma during Question Hour on August 9 on the action taken by the Government so far to bring the oil-theft culprits to book.

Gogoi to announce flood package on I-Day:

Guwahati: The Chief Minister will be announcing a special package for the flood victims of Assam, with special focus on the farmers of the State, on August 15. Minister in-charge for Revenue, Ripun Bora, announcing this in the House on August 9, said that a high-level meeting on floods, attended by the Chief Minister, had decided to grant Rs 50,000 to the next of kin of those who died in the floods and those who died in the floods and those who died while rescuing the victims. Moreover, the government will be requesting the Centre to allow for houses to be constructed for the victims under the Indira Awas Yojana.

New PF rules anti-labour, says tea unions:

Guwahati: The Federation of Tea Labour Unions in Assam on August 9 termed the new provident fund (PF) rules framed by the Board of Trustees as "anti-labourer" and appealed to the State Government to formulate new laws to make it mandatory for the gardens to deposit their share of employees' PF accounts on time.

CM leads from front on phone expenses:

Guwahati: When "fund crunch" seems to be the common refrain of the Government, a complete run down of telephone bills and travel expenses incurred by ministers and bureaucrats, makes for interesting reading, with IAS and ACS officers of the Assam Secretariat in Dispur alone running up over a telephone bills in the last three years. Over Rs 94 lakh have been spent on telephone bills by the ministers of the State.

'Tax cut tea may help revive industry': 

Guwahati: There are no statistics available for over 37 per cent of the tea produced in Assam. This is one of the committee formed under the chairmanship of Jayanta Madhab to study the existing scenario of the tea industry in Assam and identify problems and suggest suitable measures to strengthen the industry. The panel submitted its report to Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on August 5. 

News on 9th August '04 

ULFA owns up blasts, says Minister's son to be freed; Paresh: we can talk sovereignty in Dispur:

Guwahati: The outlawed ULFA on August 8 declared that it has brought down its preconditions for possible peace talks with the Government of India to just one- the issue of sovereignty. A caller identifying himself as ULFA 'commander-in-chief' Paresh Barua told over telephone this evening from an undisclosed location that the rebel group is willing to come down even to Dispur, as long as the agenda for talks revolved around his group's demand for "sovereignty" of Assam. This is a clear departure from the outfit's earlier rigid stand that peace talks with the Government were possible only if they are held in a third country and under the supervision of UN representatives.

NSCN-K keen to facilitate ULFA talks:

Guwahati: The S.S. Khaplang faction of the National Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN) on August 8 offered to act as a facilitator to bring the outlawed United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) for peace talks with New Delhi. "We want to act as a go-between to enable ULFA to talks to central government", said K. Mulatonu, publicity chief of NSCN-K.

Injured BSF man succumbs; Serial blast rock CM's constituency:

Guwahati: In a major strike before the Independence Day, ULFA militants on August 8 exploded five powerful improvised explosive devices (IED) in two transmission towers of the Power Grid Corporation of India Limited (PGCIL) and Assam State Electricity Board (ASEB) in Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi's constituency of Titabor in Jorhat district.

Assam: seized timber disappears mysteriously!:

Guwahati: Despite a complete forest protection force, check gates, and stringent laws, a huge number of valuable trees are felled in Assam's forests every year. Even worse, more than half of this illegally cut timber, which is seized by the authorities, gets stolen from the authorities themselves.

Bhrigu bitter, Brindaban faces revolt:

Guwahati: Despite keeping up its ante against the Tarun Gogoi-led Government in the budget session, the main Opposition AGP is now beset with internal politics within its own ranks, with a near revolt-like situation emerging against its leadership and a harried party president, Brindaban Goswami, finding it increasingly difficult to keep his own in order.

BJP appoints zonal organising secy for NE:

Guwahati: The BJP on August 8 appointed zonal organising secretary and in-charges for the North-eastern States. V Satish would be the zonal organising secretary.

RIMC entrance exams on December 1 and 2:

Guwahati: The entrance examination for admission to the Rastriya Indian Military College (RIMC), Dehradun, for 2005 will be conducted at the scheduled centres on December 1 and 2 this year for boys. Candidates appearing for the test should not be less than eleven and half years in age but should not have attained 13 years on July 1. The interview will be held for only those candidates, who qualify in the written exam and the date will be intimated to them by early March, 2005. Application forms can be obtained from the Commandant, RIMC, Dehradun. The last date for sending the application form will be August 31, 2004.

News on 8th August '04
Government to step up vigil along border with Nagaland; Assembly adopts resolution on Assam's integrity: 

Guwahati: In a landmark development for the North-east, the Assam Assembly on August 6 unanimously resolved not to allow any land of the State to be included in the proposed 'Nagalim' area. The State Government has also ordered stepping up of security in the areas bordering Nagaland, to prevent any repercussions from the Naga side.

Fake certificates for ST (Hills) quota?:

Guwahati: Protesting against misuse of the ST (Hills) quota, seven organisations of Karbi Anglong and North Cachar Hills districts have asked the State Government to withdraw its notification, issued on December 24, 1982, conferring ST (Hills) status to those tribes enlisted in the schedule tribes list but having permanent residences in the plains. The protests come in the wake of allegations of rampant irregularities in the admission process in many degree colleges and professional courses in Assam. The organisations have also submitted a memorandum to Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi for his intervention in this respect.

Diesel price increase; Assam transport body wants 70% fare hike:

Guwahati: Hit by frequent hikes in fuel prices in the last couple of years, the All Assam Motor Transport Association on August 6 asked the State Government to increase the fares for all commercial vehicles by 70 per cent. The Association has also for tax exemption for the third quarter of the year, as services could not be continued due to damaged roads and bridges brought about by the recent floods.

HC wants seat blocked; Merit fails to get polio-hit Assam boy seat:

Guwahati: Mohammad Irshad Alam, a young handicapped student from Jorhat, on August 6 filed a writ petition in the High court after he was denied admission at the Jorhat Engineering College, even though he qualified on merit in the reserved list of handicapped students. The young man had to knock on the doors of justice after being shunted from pillar to post by authorities at the College, doctors and Education department officials over a fitness certificate. Alam's story is indicative of the attitude of the authorities to the physically challenged persons in the State.

ADB to finalise US $ 250 million for Assam:

Guwahati: Asian Development Bank (ADB) Mission has almost finalised US $ 250 million for the Assam Government and Public Resource Management programme. A team to Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi in the course of a meeting at his official residence here on August 6. Goswami said the programme would go a long way in stabilising the State's finances. 

News on 7th August '04
Not an inch of land to be given for 'Nagalim' 

Assembly resolution on territory on August 6:

Guwahati: Taking a leaf from Manipur, the Assam Assembly will adopt a resolution on August 6 not to be included in 'Greater Nagaland' as part of a possible deal between the NSCN-IM and the Centre. The decision to pass the resolution was taken after members of the ruling party and the Opposition on August 5 unanimously agreed to take a firm stand on the issue, and the need to make the Centre aware of this stand. Encroachment by Naga civilians, allegedly backed by rebel groups, into vast tracts of Assam territory, was the major topic of discussion in the House on August 5, with members expressing concern at the scale and impunity of these encroachments. They also decried an alleged conspiracy by Naga groups to take over these areas.

Kalita diktat on media leaks:

Guwahati: In a move aimed at keeping his flock together ahead of the reorganization of office-bearers of the party, APCC president Bhubaneshwar Kalita on August 5 ordered office bearers of the party and other Congress wings to desist from feeding inside information in the media.

Manipur CPI for AFSPA removal:

Guwahati: The ruling Congress-led Secular Democratic Front (SDF) in Manipur suffered a jolt on August 5 with its coalition partner, the CPI too demanding the withdrawal of the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act from the State before August 15, failing which, the party has decided to rethink its future in the coalition. This was stated by the national executive member of the party, Promod Gogoi.

Rice scam Nagaon; It's rockybul vs Dey in Assembly:

Guwahati: The cold war brewing within the Congress after the ministry downsizing exorcize on August 5 came out in the open, on the floor of the House, with former Minister Ardhendu Dey pitted against State Home Minister Rockybul Hussain on the rice scam in Nagaon. On the other hand, the Opposition has demanded a House Committee to investigate the scam involving rice actually intended for relief in Arunachal Pradesh.

City kid is youngest climber:

Guwahati: Nine-year old Pranjay Jhuria, who scaled Mount Ladakhi and Mount Chetidhar in Western Himalayas, has become the youngest mountaineer in India. A class III student of Maria's Public School here, Pranjay successfully climbed the 5,290 metre Mount Chetidhar on July 23 with team members Bhubaneswar, Gita, and Durga, all from himachal Padesh and father, Ashok Kumar Jhuria of the Assam Mountaineering Association.

SC moved against river front constructions:

Guwahati: Citizen's organizations and students' bodies of Guwahati, including Save Guwahati Build Guwahati (SGBG), Senior Citizens' Association of Guwahati, AGSU, AJYCP, Abhijatri and Mitali Sangha have jointly moved the Supreme Court to order a ban on all constructions on the riverfront in the city, to check pollution and preserve the ecological balance. 

News on 6th August '04 

White paper demanded on influx; Delete 'D' mark against citizens: APCC minority cell: 

Guwahati: The minority cell of Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) on August 3 demanded that the State and the Central Governments should take immediate steps to delete the 'D' mark (meaning "doubtful" citizen) from genuine Indian citizens in the voters lists, so that they franchise without unnecessary harassment from the police. In the wake of Union Minister of state for Home, Sriprakash Jaishwal's recent statement in Parliament and subsequent clarifications over the presence of illegal migrants in Assam, the minority department also demanded that the Centre should come out with a white paper on the foreigners' issue. At an executive committee meeting of minority department, held at Rajiv Bhavan here on August 3, it said that over 3.75 lakh people belonging to the minority community have 'D' mark against their names, and creating a "false impression" thereby depriving them of their rights, and also creating a false impression that there is large scale Bangladeshi infiltration into Assam. 
Civil Services (prelims) results out: 

Guwahati: The results of the Civil Services (Preliminary) Examination, conducted by the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) were declared on Aug 3, PIB release stated. In all, 5,562 candidates have cleared the preliminaries. The main Examination is scheduled to be held from October 15, for which the qualified candidates will have to apply again in the detailed application form, the releases added. 

Special train service to Barak Valley: 

Guwahati: A special passenger train service to the Barak Valley, between Silchar and Lower Haflong, will start from August 4. It will leave Silchar at 6 am and arrive at Lower Haflong at 1.30 PM. In the other direction, it will leave Lower Haflong at 2.15 PM and arrive at Silchar at 9.45 PM. On the other hand, restoration work at the landslide-affected sections between Lumding and Lower Haflong is continuing on a war footing. 

Balu announces 'big gift' for Assam: 

Guwahati: In a major announcement, Union Surface Transport and Highway Minister, TR Balu on August 3 declared that the East-West Corridor project in Assam will be extended up to Ledo in upper Assam's Tinsukia district from Silchar under the Pradhan Mantri Bharat Jodo Yojana. He also announced the Centre's ambitious Rs 2,000 crore scheme to convert existing single and double-lane roads into double and four-lane ones respectively, in a bid to develop most of the highways to accelerate growth in the state. The project is expected to be completed in three years time. 

NESO meets EC top brass, demands new voters list: 

Guwahati: The North East Students' Organisation (NESO) on August 3 demanded the deletion of names of all illegal migrants from the voters list of the north-eastern states and preparation of new lists comprising Indian citizens only. A NESO delegation led by its adviser Samujjal Bhattacharyya met Chief Election Commissioner TS Krishnamurthy, ECs Gopalswami and BB Tandon in New Delhi and called for "special step with special mechanism". The NESO team was also accompanied by AGP MLA from Dibrugarh Sarbananda Sonowal. 

APCC revamp next month, says Kalita: 

Guwahati: With a new president taking over the reins of the Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC), the mandatory change of guard of office bearers in the committee will be effected in September. This was stated by new APCC president, Bhubaneshwar Kalita. "The APCC will be reconstituted in September. It is not possible in August since we have a host of organisational meetings lined up for the entire month", Kalita said. On August 9, an extended executive committee meeting of APCC will be held, where the flood situation in the State and organisational matters will be discussed. The meeting will be attended by the 26 district PCC presidents and APCC office bearers. Again on August 20 and 21, and All India Congress Committee (AICC) session is scheduled to be convened in New Delhi where MPs from Assam and APCC president will be president. Later on August 28 and 29, an APCC general body meeting will be held at at Rajiv Bhavan to discuss the election of the organisation's new office bearers. 

Anjali to move HC seeking damages: 

Guwahati: After being acquitted of the TADA (Terrorist and Disruptive Activities Prevention Act) charges brought against them, Anjali Daimary and her brother Subodh Daimari, who spent 11 long years in prison, have decided to move the Gauhati high Court and Assam Human Rights Commission (AHRC) to press for damages for wrongful confinement and false cases by the Assam Police. 

Assam worried over mega hydel projects in Arunachal: 

Guwahati: the State government has expressed concern at possible negative impact of mega-power river dam projects on rivers in neighbouring States, and has called for a proper assessment of the advantages and demerits for Assam, of such large projects. The government's concern about these projects comes in the wake of the impact of excess waters from dams in Subansiri, Siyangm Kameng and other rivers, as well as the upper reaches of the Brahmaputra in Arunachal Pradesh, contributing towards the terrible floods this year in Assam. The State government has already sent a letter to the Centre voicing its concern and weighing the obvious advantages of the dam projects against their disadvantages. This was revealed by Minister in-charge of Power and Environment Minister, Pradyut Bordoloi, in the Assembly on August 3. 

AGP demands CBI inquiry into 'C' form 'scam': 

Guwahati: The 'C' form issue was raised in the Assembly yet again on August 3, with AGP members claiming that the scam involved a huge amount of money, and demanding a CBI inquiry into it. 

Extraction of sand, gravel; Forest Dept's mindless policy behind siltation: 

Guwahati: Besides melting snow, heavy rainfall and opened dams in hilly States, one of main reasons behind floods in Assam is the increasing amount of silt carried down into lower Assam by the Brahmaputra. However, despite expert recommendation that silt deposited in winter in upper Assam be carried off for construction and other purposes, there have been several instances when unnecessary bureaucratic wrangling stalled sand-cutting on the river banks. As a result, a huge quantity of silt get washed downstream every year, with terrible results. 

Five more family courts in Assam soon: 

Guwahati: The State government has decided to set up five new family courts across the State, following the rise in the number of cases related to this court, according to Law Department officials. The government's decision came following a High Court recommendation in this regard. It may be mentioned here that, at present there is only family court, situated in Guwahati, for the entire state. The five new courts, according to officials, will be set up at Nagaon, Barpeta, Silchar and Dhubri, as well as an additional court in Guwahati. 

News on 5th August '04
Assam ministerial to meet Central leaders soon; Fresh move on ST status: 

Guwahati: A ministerial team of the state government, accompanied by representatives of six tribal groups, will be leaving for Delhi shortly after the end of the current session of the Assembly to press for Scheduled Tribe (ST) status for these groups. Ministers as well as representatives of Koch-Rajbongshi, Chutiya, Tai, Motok, Moran and Adivasi groups will be conferring with ministers and officials of the Union ministries concerned. State Parliamentary Affairs and WPT & BC Minister Bharat Narah also informed the Assembly that the team would press for introduction of a Bill in Parliament to this effect as early as possible.

Sonia's offer insulting to Assam flood-hit: NESO, Sonowal:

Guwahati: AGP MP from Dibrugarh Sarbananda Sonowal and North East Students' Organisation (NESO) adviser Samujjal Bhattacharyya have termed AICC president Ms Sonia Gandhi's announcement, during her recent visit to the State, to grant Rs 20 lakh to the flood-affected people as "an insult to the Assamese community". Sonowal in a statement said that this announcement once again proved the step-motherly treatment of the Centre towards Assam and the other north-eastern States. Bhattacharyya, on the other hand, said that the Assam Congress should be ashamed of accepting this meagre grant from the UPA leader.

Games on schedule, asserts Rockybul:

Guwahati: Preparations for the National Games to be held in November, 2005, here would be completed two months before the scheduled date, Minister of State for Home Rockybul Hussain said at the State Assembly on August 4.

AGP, BJP boycott Anjan in Assembly:

Guwahati: The AGP and BJP have combined to boycott Transport Minister Anjan Dutta in the Assembly for the remainder of the current session. On August 4, during Question Hour, when Dutta rose to answer a question, AGP and BJP members opposed his presence, and walked out of the House. Later at a press conference jointly hosted by the two parties, AGP MLA Hitendra Nath Goswami announced that the two major Opposition parties would be completely boycotting Dutta, and would neither question him nor listen to his answer in the House.

DRDA engineer suspended for violation of orders:

Guwahati: The State Government, by a notification, has suspended NC Hills, DRDA executive engineer, Debabrata Nag, with immediate effect due to violation of Government orders. Nag is also reportedly involved in corruption cases during the implementation of the Sampurna Gramin Rojgar Yojana(SGRY). Official sources on August 4 said that after completion of the five year deputation term in DRDA, Nag was asked to rejoin his parent Public Works Department (PWD) in an order released on May 31 last. accordingly, a new executive engineer was posted on June 17 and he joined office on June 28. But Nag did not hand over charge to the new officer.

House worried over rise in cancer cases:

Guwahati: Ruling and Opposition members on August 4 expressed concern at the growing number of cancer patients in Assam and asked the State government about what steps had been taken to combat the menace. Gopi Das of the Congress pointed out that in almost every part of the State, the number of cancer cases had been rising alarmingly. Questioning why such a trend had been observed, Das also wanted to know which types of cancer had been occurring more frequently, and what steps the government had taken.

'Govt determined to solve tea bonus crisis':

Guwahati: With less than two months to go for the Durga Puja season, the state government is trying to make managements of tea estates and unions reach an understanding, in order to prevent a repeat of the bonus crisis in the tea belt last year. It may be recalled here that after managements in tea estates had a showdown with labour unions on providing the specified bonus to workers, the entire tea belt had witnessed a restive situation. A clash between tea security personnel and allegedly unarmed tea labourers had led to firing and deaths of seven labourers at Khowang Tea Estates in upper Assam.

AHRC registers suo motto case on Rahima torture:

Guwahati: the alleged custodial killing of Th Monorama by Assam Rifles personnel in Manipur may have evoked widespread public protests of human rights abuse in that State. But, back home in Assam, a similar incident of inhuman police brutality on a 16-year old in Dibrugarh recently has suprisingly evoked little hue and cry. However, with the Assam human rights' Commission (AHRC) now intervening in the matter, a glimmer of hope for justice floats for Rahima Begum, the girl who was allegedly subjected to the worst forms of police torture at Lahowal PS in Dibrugarh. On the basis of media reports, a two-member Division Bench of the Assam Human Rights' Commission (AHRC) has now registered a suo motto case and has asked the Dibrugarh Deputy Commissioner, Superintendent of the district jail to submit a complete report on the entire matter. The AHRC has also particularly asked the Superintendent of district jail to submit the health report of Rahima at the time of her admission in jail on June 3. On August 3, the Sadou Asom Pragatishil Nari Sansthan also approached the AHRC with a request to initiate appropriate action against the guilty police officials.

NEC-Alliance Air sign deal on NE flights:

Guwahati: In a move to seal their common goal of increasing air connectivity in the North-east, Alliance Air, a wholly-owned subsidiary of India Airlines, on August 4 signed an MoU with the NEC. The move comes more than a year after the airline began flights to ten stations in six States of the region, and has been intended to increase the collaboration between the airline and the Council.

There won't be scarcity of medicines: Centre:

Guwahati: Union Health Minister Dr Ambumani Ramadoss on August 4 said that the Centre would ensure that there was no shortage of medicines to Assam. In a discussion with Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi at his official residence, Dr Ramadoss said that the Centre has been supplying medicines to the State and that it would meet further requirements whenever needed. "The Centre has been providing halogen tablets, ORS packets and bleaching powder to the State", he said. The Minister also said that the Centre would consider the proposal of the State Government regarding upgrading of the Guwahati Medical College to the level of AIIMS and rising the number of sub-centres.

Rail link to upper Assam restored:

Guwahati: With the completion of restoration work of the flood-affected railway tracks between Jamunamukh and Jugijan stations of the Guwahati-Lumding section, train services from Guwahati towards upper Assam are all set to resume with effect from August 5, an NF Railway press release stated. Earlier, all train services towards Lumding, Dimapur, Tinsukia and Dibrugarh have been suspended since July 20 due to severe floods at different places.

Call girl racket busted in city:

Guwahati: The City Police on August 4 arrested six persons, including two women from a hotel at Fatasil for allegedly running a call girl racket. Police said, two women from Meghalaya, who had booked a room in the hotel, were involved in the racket with the help of two local girls. The receptionist and a security guard of the hotel were also arrested in this connection. Police suspect that more girls are involved in this illegal activity.

Minor shake-up in state administration:

Guwahati: The State Government on August 4 promoted Principal Secretaries of Transport and Cooperation Departments, PC Sarma and CK Das respectively to the posts of Additional Chief Secretary. Home commissioner BK Gohain will hold additional charge as Commissioner and Secretary to the Chief Minister. MGVK Bhanu, who earlier held this post, will leave for Andhra Pradesh on deputation. 

News on 4th August '04 

'ULFA may be on the offensive on I-Day eve' 

Security beefed up in Jorhat, arms recovered:

Jorhat: Close on the heels of reports that the outlawed ULFA has been gearing up for its activities to disrupt the ensuing Independence Day celebrations and many of its members have been taking shelter in rural areas of Jorhat district, the Jorhat Police has tightened its security measures to foil such attempts by the banned organisation. Meanwhile, police has intensified its search operation in the remote areas under Teok and Gaurisagar police stations. Police sources said that a six-member ULFA team has been hiding in the flood-ravaged Khanamukh-Chintamonigarh areas. Acting on a tip-off, police of Jorhat and Sivasagar districts jointly undertook an operation on Saturday night, but the team managed to escape. The police recovered a carbine, a Chinese-made pistol, radio, cartridges, a wireless set, incrimination documents from a house at Khanamukh. Two persons were arrested by the police on charge of giving shelter to the ultras.

Telecom revolution yet to reach Tihu

TIHU: In the present day world of communities revolution, Tihu does not even have a telegraph office to connect with the rest of the world. Earlier, a telegram service was available at the Tihu post office, but the service was discontinued a few years backs

The removal of telegraph services from Tihu town, which falls under Nalbari subdivision of the telecom Department, has earned the ire of the people here.Accordingly to sources, an average of 50 persons come to post-office everyday only to send telegrams. But they have to return disappointed. The complete absence of the telegragh services at Tihu has caused immense trouble to the people of the entire Tihu area.

Tea gardens' medical facility reviewed

BISWANATH CHARIALI: The security scenario, the health and medical facilities in the tea gardens under Biswanath Chariali subdivision were reviewed at a meeting held with the tea estate managers at the SDO (Civil) office premises recently. The meeting was chaired by Mr. Rajendra Prasad das, SDO(Civil), Biswanath Chariali.

Speaking on the occasion, Das urged the tea garden authorities to take proper security measures particularly during payment period. The SDO ( C) also asked them to strictly follow the security norms and identify the vulnerable areas within the tea gardens. He requested the tea garden managers to immediately inform the sub-divisional administration in case of outbreak of epidemic in any of the tea gardens, so that remedies measures can be taken. The meeting, while reviewing the health scenario in the tea gardens, decided to complete the health awareness campaign in all the tea gardens within a fortnight. The meetings decided to regularly undertake drives against selling of rotten food and illicit liquor in the markets near the tea gardens.

Govt extends summer vacation

Guwahati: The Assam Government, by an order issued today, has authorized all Deputy Commissioners of the State to extend the summer vacation of schools till August 7. The decision has been taken to enable the district administrations to vacate the schools, most of which being used as relief camps for flood affected people. The order further said that under no circumstances, the vacations period be extended beyond August 7.

News on 3rd August '04 

Multi-crore 'c' form scam in tea trade?: 

Guwahati: The Tax department has stumbled on what could be a multi-crore scam involving fake 'c' forms used in transactions in the tea industry. Whereas investigations are on regarding the exact extent of the scam, the government is also thinking of charging the tea dealers allegedly involved under the IPC.

Bill on rural healthcare moved; Many TEs hit by epidemics: Barman:

Guwahati: Health Minister Bhumidhar Barman on Aug 2 admitted in the House that gastro-enteritis, diarrhea and other diseases had assumed epidemic proportions in the tea estate areas. Members cutting across party lines expressed concern at the rising incidents of these diseases, and blamed the garden management for the poor health infrastructure in these areas. Meanwhile, the Assam Rural Health Regulatory Bill, 2004, was introduced in the House on August 2.

Customary laws meet:

Guwahati: The North-east being home to more than 200 tribes, it is imperative to study and compile the customary laws and practices of the tribal communities, especially their land holding systems. This was the general view that emanated from the two-day deliberations on the second phase of the NEC sponsored project that has carried out a study of 20 tribes from Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland and Manipur, currently on at the Gauhati High court.

AHRC calls for report:

Guwahati: The Assam Human Rights Commission (AHRC) on August 2 called for a report from the Jorhat Superintendent of Police (SP) before September 30 on the investigation carried out by the police on the complaint lodged by the family members of one Mariam Khatoon, a resident of Baligaon in Jorhat district, who went missing after she went to Mecca for the Haj pilgrimage this year.

Judicial remand for arrested NSCN men:

Guwahati: City police arrested the three NSCN (K) men, including one claiming to be a revenue kilonser of the outfit, after they were picked in Jayanagar, Sixmile early on August 1. These three persons have been staying in the city for the last six months, police sources said. They were remanded to judicial custody on August 2.

Three killed in city

Guwahati: Two persons were died and six others were injured in two separate accidents in the city. In another incidents, a person was killed by unidentified miscreants in Dispur.

No paddy seeds: State's flood-hit farmers suffer

Guwahati: As the flood waters gradually recede, the poor farmers of the State face a bleak future. The unprecedented floods have brought in its wake economic hardship to the farming community to a degree they could not anticipated. While the sali plantation season in fast running out, the non-availability of paddy seeds has made matters worse for the farmers.

News on 2nd August '04
AGP raps Cong on B'deshi figures

Guwahati: The opposition Asom Gana Sangram Parishad (AGP) had demanded dismissal of Union Home Minister Shivraj Patil, his deputy Prakash Jaiswal and Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi for their anti-national acts in misleading the people " about the presence of illegal Bangladeshi Migrants in the State.

In a letter to President APJ Abdul Kalam on July 31 which was released to the press on August 1, AGP secretary Dilip Kumar Saikia demanded that the three persons "should be immediately arrested under the National Security Act".

Sonia arrives today to assess flood damage

Guwahati: Congress chief and United progressive Alliance (UPA) chairpersons Sonia Gandhi is arriving here tomorrow on a day-long visit to take stock of the flood situation in the State.

Soon after she lands at the LGB International Airport in the morning, Gandhi will leave for Dhubri along with the Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi to meet the flood affected people in South Salmara. She is scheduled to visit the sars areas of the district by boat to make the first assessment of the damage wreaked by the worst floods witnessed in recent times. Ms Gandhi will also visit the worst flood -affected districts of Morigoan and Nagaon later in the afternoon before she flies back to New Delhi in the evening.

Transport workers back Anjan Dutta threaten fast

Guwahati: The State Transport Workers Association (STWA) has come heavily on AGP MLA Zoiinath Sarma on reportedly misleading the Assam Legislative Assembly by giving wrong information on the Assam State Transport Corporation (ASTC) and demanded withdrawal of his statements. Sarma had told the House that Transport Minister Anjan Dutta had leased out a plot of ASTC land in Jhanji in Sivasagar district to Putul Gogoi< the prime accused in the crude oil theft scam. Transport Minister Anjan Dutta, clearly angered by the Opposition' repeated attempts to drag his name in the oil scam controversy, had declared in the Assembly on July 29 that he would tender his resignation.

543 HS schools in State without heads:

Guwahati: Over 100 deficit colleges out of 190 such institutions in Assam don't have a permanent principal. And, if the 573 provincialized higher secondary schools in the State, over 543 of them are currently doing without a permanent head of institutions. 

News on 1st August '04
Fake US currency seized ultra link under scanner

Guwahati: The City Police is now investigating the possible extremist connection behind the seizure of Fake US Dollars yesterday. The police had arrested Jangkhogin Haokip($%) of Churachandpur, Manipur, when he tried to encash 16 hundred -Dollars notes at SBI Panbazar branch.

Natasurya award to Tulasi Das

Guwahati: Veteran Doctor and theatre artist Tulasi Das was today presented with the first Natasurya Phani Sharma Award by Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, at the Kumar Bhaskar Natya Mandir here. The Award carried a citation of 50,000 in cash . Born in 1918, Das was associated with the Banmancha in Tezpur . Among the notable films he starred in are Siraj, Piyoli Phukan Lachit Bar Phukan and Ajala Kakai.

Daimary, Brother exonerated

Guwahati: Downing the curtains on 11- years -long ordeal, Justice M Ali of the designated court, Assam, today acquitted Anjali Daimary and her elder brother Subodh Kumat Daimary from the charges framed against them under the terrorist and Disruptive Activities Act(TADA) by the city police. The Much _awaited verdict of the designated court was declared this afternoon.

Fake certificates tough action:

Guwahati: The Assam Government today promised tough action against those aspirants who had used fake SC, ST and Permanent Resident Certificates(PRCs)for admission to various professional courses in the State. It would also get tough with those officials who had issued these certificates.

US aid for Assam floods:

Guwahati: The US embassy has announced today that it is going to provide Rs 69.3 lakhs (US $ 150,000) to the International Federation of Red Cross and Crescent societies for the flood affected people of Assam and Bihar. The American Centre, Kolkata, said in a release that the amount would supplement the the substantial resources being extended by the Central and the State Government, Local groups and other International Organization for relief to the flood-hit people.

5 more groups seek ST status:

Guwahati: The Assam Government's proposed move to provide Sixth Schedule Status to the Misings, Tiwas and the Rabhas faced another roadblock today with five major communities in the State forming a joint forum to spearhead a movement against the Government's decision. The joint forum, representing the Tai, Ahoms, Koch-Rajbongshis, Moran, and Chutias, has threatened to undertake a series of agitation programmes, if the Centre didn't bestow ST status to these communities as well before August 15.

Cong opposes private land transfer bill :

Guwahati: Just how much concern the Congress government has for the interest of the indigenous people of Assam was revealed in the Assembly today when the ruling party members vehemently opposed the introduction of a private member's Bill to regulate land transfers by indigenous people to non-indigenous people. The Congress member's Opposition led the speaker to disallow the Bill to be introduced in the House .

CPI veteran Phani Bora dies at 82:

Guwahati: The last rites of the doyen of the Indian Communist movement in this part of the country, Mr. Phani Bora, who has passed away at his residence at Silpukhuri here last night, were performed at the Nabagraha crematorium today in the presence of as large numbers of party workers, sympathizers, who followed and admirer, who range from noted littérateurs, politicians to others eminent people. He was 82 and the had been suffering from cancer.

NDFB top gun in Interpol net, brought to India

Guwahati: The outlawed National democratic front of Boroland (NDFB)sufferd a major jolt with the arrest of it's "deputy commander in chief " Bijoy Boro by the Interpol Bangkok last week and his subsequent handling over the to Intelligence Bureau(IB) sleuths in New Delhi for interrogation. 
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