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	News on 30th June '04 

Documents 'confirm' NSCN hand: Karbi Council gave away land to Nagas?:

Guwahati: Documents signed by the NSCN leadership have confirmed the hand of the militant group behind the recent attempts by Nagas to occupy Assam territory in Dhansiri sub-division of Karbi Anglong district. Even more disturbingly, the documents also reveal the connivance of the Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council (KAAC) in virtually handling over land to the Nagas. On the other hand, the state Government has ordered district authorities to begin damage control measures after clashes between Naga settlers in Dhansiri and local people.

Probe on Rs 40lakh IWT scam:

Report: excess cash paid to builder, bills cleared blindly:

Guwahati: The enquiry report prepared by state PWD Secretary Mukut Dutta into the alleged financial irregularities in the construction of an inland water river terminal at Badarpur in Karimganj district by the Directorate of inland Water Transport (IWT) has made some startling revelations. The report has strongly indicated the Transport department for large scale irregularities. However, no action has yet been initiated against the erring officials. The P & D Minister of state had asked Dutta to make a spot verification, after a report prepared by Additional Chief Secretary (P&D), C Babu Rajiv in December 2003 blew the lid off a Rs 40 lakh scam in the river terminal project, an NEC scheme, the contract of which was issued by the Inland Water Transport Department (IWTD) in favour of Hi Tech construction at Badarpur.

Citizens asked to furnish records of tenants, domestic help and other workers

City under scan over rebel threat:

Guwahati: In view of the recent militant strikes in upper Assam and the next Assembly session scheduled from July 12, the Kamrup (Metro) district administration and the city police have brought in a slew of measures to counter possible attacks by the ULFA and other militant groups in the city. The authorities have also sought the co-operation of the public in tightening security here.

Dip Gogoi's Delhi home turns hub for hopefuls:

Guwahati: The State Congress legislators camping in Delhi are making a beeline for newly elected MP Dip Gogoi's residence at MS Flats in Baba Kharag Singh Marg. With Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, who is currently in Delhi, deciding to put up at his brother Dip's residence instead of the Assam Bhavan, the younger Gogoi's abode has become the hub of all activity. For the jittery State legislators, desperate to ensure berths in the new downsized ministry, the day starts by marking their attendance at Dip Gogoi's quarter where the chief Minister is putting up.

News on 29th June '04 

Centre against unilateral truce in Assam: Handique

Guwahati: The Centre on June 28 ruled out any unilateral ceasefire with the banned United Liberation front of Asom (ULFA). Union Minister of State for Defence Production B K Handique said here that the ULFA had recently hinted its desire for peace negotiations, but the process could not be carried on further as no formal proposal in this regard has come from the insurgent group. The Union Minister said that the peace process cannot be a one-way traffic, and categorically stated that the Union government does not have any plan to declare a unilateral cease-fire with the ULFA. "Our past experiences show that such unilateral ceasefire by the Government with the ULFA on special occasions, like Bihu and Puja, have failed", he pointed out.

Garlosa: DHD military wing violates truce:

Guwahati: Infighting between Dima Halam Daoga (DHD) cadres, coupled with fratricidal killings are affecting peace talks with the Government. Jewel Garlosa, alias Shangibra, who was recently denounce for his anti-DHD activities, on June 28 told that the take-over of the group by the military wing is a gross violation of the ceasefire agreement as under these conditions, the civil wing normally is in total control of the organisation. After Garlosa's ouster, the group was taken over by Pranab Nunisa, the chief of its military council, Dima National Army (DNA). "The Centre and the State Government should notice this ", he said, adding, "I had offered to step down last year on health grounds, but I was urged to continue. So the DHD have no moral right to take this step". On Nunisa's allegation that he did not cooperate for which the peace talks were delayed, Garlosa said that on the other hand, it was the organisation which did not send its memorandum to him while he was in New Delhi. "This allegation is totally baseless. I was in Delhi waiting for our organisation's memorandum and feedback. But nobody turned out", he claimed.

Boat capsize takes flood deaths in Assam to 14:

Guwahati: Even though the water of the mighty Brahmaputra and its tributaries have started receding, four more persons, including three children, died in the flood waters in Assam, taking the toll to 14 so far. Official reports said here on June 28 that three persons of a family drowned when the country boat they were in capsized in Chaklabilpari village of Goalpara district under Boguran police station on June 27. The family was shifting to safer grounds after their house and belongings were submerged under the swelling water when the accident occurred. Three other persons in the boat were, however, rescued in time.

Digvijay, Patel in panel on new Gogoi ministry:

Guwahati: The Congress high command has formed a high level panel to finalize the list of ministers to be included in the reconstituted Gogoi-ministry after downsizing. The panel, comprising of former Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister and Assam Congress in-Charge, Digvijay Singh and AICC general secretary Ahmed Patel will have a sitting on June 30, after which the final list of names is expected to be announced. The list will of course have the final seal of approval from Sonia Gandhi. However, the final announcement might be delayed by a day or two in view of the sensitivity of the matter.

CII initiative: Handique promises task force on SSI demand and supply

small scale industries, Gogoi's mantra:

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on June 28 appealed to the financial institutions to come forward in a big way to finance small scale industries, which is the key sector for the economic development of the State. Delivering a lecture at a seminar held to explore the possibilities on defence procurement from small scale industries (SSIs) and self-help groups, organised by the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) here, Gogoi said that financial institutions, including the State Bank of India (SBI), should take the "risk" by giving loans to small industries to help them in developing infrastructure to ensure quality, and also to explore the new markets in the wake of globalisation. To provide a potential market for the SSIs and self-help groups in defence procurement, the CII held a seminar here on June 28 where representatives of corporate sector, Army and Air Force, SSIs and self-help groups participated.

Assam budget on July 13, but who would present it?:

Guwahati: The Assam Budget for 2004-2005 will be presented on July 13. But it is still not clear who will present the budget in the Assembly this time. The impending downsizing of ministry along with a possible reshuffling of ministers is leading to these uncertainties. Meanwhile, the Business Advisory Committee of the Assam Assembly, in a meeting on June 28, finalised the detail of business to be carried out during this budget session which commences from July 12. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, who at present holds the finance portfolio, has expressed his desire to hand over the reins to someone who can take full charge of the department. Himanta Biswa Sarma, who has just resigned as State Planning and Development Minister, along with a few others are the front-runners to the post of finance minister.

Rs 266 cr for Assam P & RD Dept:

Guwahati: The Centre has released an amount of Rs 265.98 crore to the Panchayat and Rural development Department for the year 2004-05. In a statement on June 28, Minister of state for P & RD Ripun Bora said that of the total amount, Rs 150.70 crore would be spent for Sanpurna Gramin Rojgar Yojana (SGRY).

39 rebels lay down arms in Lakhimpur:

Guwahati: Altogether 39 ultras, including four women cadres of the ULFA and the BTF, surrendered before Major Gen PS Rana, commanding officer of DAH Division at North Lakhimpur on June 28. The militants also surrendered 10 assorted weapons, which included AK-47 and 12-bore rifles and revolvers.

News on 28th June '04 

Brahmaputra threatens Nagaon, Morigaon; 10 perish:

Guwahati: The swelling waters of the Brahmaputra is likely to bring devastation in Nagaon and Morigaon districts if it breaches the embankment at Hatimura, even as the current flood situation in Assam remained grim with the death toll rising to 10 in the State. The Hatimura embankment for the last six months have been threatened by erosion and with the second wave of flood surging through the State, the flood waters of the Brahmaputra have started eating away at the embankment since the last two days. Meanwhile, despite the decrease in rainfall during the last 48 hours, the waters of the Brahmaputra and its tributaries continued to rise from Dibrugarh to Dhubri and four more persons, including two children, were swept away by the flood waters in Barpeta district on June 25.

13 ministers put in papers to Gogoi; Countdown to downsizing starts:

Guwahati: The downsizing exercise for the State Ministry has picked up momentum with thirteen ministers tendering their resignation letters to the Chief Minister on June 26. On June 25, in a Cabinet meeting, the Chief Minister had advised all his ministerial colleagues to put in their papers in the next couple of days so that a reconstituted ministry can be formed before the downsizing deadline ends on July 7. The ministers who sent in their resignation letters to the Chief Minister are Cabinet Ministers Bhumidhar Barman, Anjan Dutta, Sarat Barkotoky, Mithias Tudu, Rameshwar Dhanoar and Bharat Narah, Ministers of State Shukur Ali, Rupan Singh Ronghang, Pradyut Bordoloi and Nilomoni Sen Deka and ministers of State with independent charge Ripun Bora, Wazid Ali Choudhury and Mishbahul Islam Laskar. The other ministers who are yet to send in their papers are reportedly out of station. The Chief Minister is expected to leave for Delhi on June 28 to finalise the list for the reconstituted ministry after consultation with the party high command. The reconstituted ministry is likely to be formed by July 1.

Call to grant OBC status to Assam Muslims:

Guwahati: The eminent citizens, comprising writers, journalists, educationists and former bureaucrats, on June 26 strongly advocated for Other Backward Classes (OBC) status to the Muslim community of the State to make their socio-economic position more secure. They have expressed serious concern over the present social and economic condition of the Muslim community living in Assam, particularly in sar areas, while speaking at a seminar, organised by the Muslim Yuba Parishad, Asom (MYPA) at Gauri Sadan in the city on June 26.

CD ratio of Assam banks further slumps:

Guwahati: The credit-deposit ratio of the scheduled commercial banks of Assam has been worked out at 28.6 per cent as on March 2003, which is quite unsatisfactory as compared to 59.4 per cent at the all India level. The Reserve Bank of India's report "Basic Statistical Returns of Scheduled Commercial Banks of India, March 2002", states that the total volume of credit sanctioned in the State on March 2002 was Rs 3,655.90 crore, credit utilised in the State out of sanctioned amount was Rs 3,642.47 crore, credit sanctioned in the State but utilised in other States was Rs 13.43 crore and credit utilised in the State but sanctioned in other States was Rs 4,455.67 crore.

Assam power scene ship-shape: Govt

Guwahati: There is no shortage of power in Assam during the off-peak hours and had no load shedding has been scheduled in the State during this time period, except due to local faults or technical failure of transmission lines. This was stated by Principal Secretary, Power SK Srivastava on June 26. "The availability of gas in the Lakwa power plant, which is generating about 45 Mw depending on the load conditions during peak and off-peak hours, has contributed to a large extent to the total availability of 520 MW against the peak hours' demand of 600MW in the State", he said.

Langthasa: Govt has no info on missing ULFAs:

Guwahati: Assam Minister for Hill Area Development GC Langthasa on June 26 appealed to the ULFA to release his abducted son. In a statement, he said the State Government has no information of the missing ULFA leaders during the Bhutan operations whose release was demanded in exchange. He clarified the position of the State Government regarding the whereabouts of the ULFA leaders, who allegedly went missing since Operation All Clear. Their release was demanded by ULFA chairman Arabinda Rajkhowa and "commander-in-chief" Paresh Baruah. The Minister's businessman son was abducted on April 27 but the police was officially informed of it on May 25. Langthasa requested the ULFA leadership to dissociate the issue from that of detention of his son Nirmal Langthasa and release him unconditionally on Humanitarian grounds.

Brahmaputra continues to rise from Dibrugarh to Dhubri:

Floods force Lakhimpur schools shut:

Guwahati: The flood situation in Assam worsened on June 27 with rainfall inundating the State after a respite of 48 hours. At least ten persons have fallen prey to the surging waters of the Brahmaputra and its tributaries in the last five days. Over one lakh people and more than 5,245 hectares of land area have been affected by the floods, according to a late report by the State Revenue Department.

Police: father claims ULFA bomber's body:

Guwahati: The Assam Police has confirmed that the outlawed ULFA was indeed responsible for the bomb blast at a passenger bus in Sivasagar district on June 24 in which six people were killed and over 15 injured. IGP(SB) Khagen Sharma on June 27 disclosed that the ULFA cadre who had carried the bomb in that ill fated bus has been identified as Debojit Neog alias Bikash Baruah, son of Biren Neog of Dohotia village in Jorhat. IGP Sharma said that Debojit's father went to the Sivasagar Police Station on June 27 and identified the body of his son, who too was killed in the blast. The police said that Debojit had joined the ULFA in 1997 and was a member of the outfit's 28th Battalion based in Myanmar. His father told the police that his son has been away from home for the last 7-8 years.

New Gogoi team may be decided on June 30:

Guwahati: To complete the downsizing exercise of the State Ministry before July 7 to meet the Constitutional obligations, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi will prepare a final list of ministers for his new ministry on June 30 in consultation with Congress president Sonia Gandhi and Prime Minister Manmohan Singh. Meanwhile, as many as 22 ministers have put in their papers so far to pave the way to form a new ministry with 15 per cent of the total strength of the State Assembly.

RPF unable to manage task under NFR, 1,000 jobs vacant:

Guwahati: The already understaffed RPF (Railway Protection Force) attached to the Northeast Frontier (NF) Railway is perplexed over the additional responsibilities entrusted upon it by the Railway Ministry. Amendments made to the Railway Act and Railway Protection Force Act, a few months ago in the Parliament, have vested the RPF with additional responsibility of passenger safety and train security, besides carrying out patrolling duty of railway tracks. These Acts come into effect from July.

Disabled persons' body threatens stir: AADPA to press for separate commissioner for disabled, jobs:

Guwahati: The All Assam Disabled Persons' Association (AADPA) is up in arms against the State Government for its failure to keep the promises it had earlier made to meet the long-standing demands of the physically challenged people. So much so, the Association is now contemplating to launch an agitational programme. A decision to that effect is expected to be announced during its two-day district conference scheduled to be held from July 28 at Morigaon.

News on 27th June '04 

Five die, nine Assam districts hit by floods: 

Guwahati: At least five persons have died and over one lakh people in nine districts of Assam affected during the last 24 hours as the flood situation in the state continues to turn grave. According to sources, five persons, including a child, drowned after being swept away in the flood waters in different parts of Assam. In Barpeta district, Pranjol Das and Tofique Rehman were swept away in the Borolia river while Tezpur, Md Abu, fisherman, drowned in the Brahmaputra near Bhomoraguri bridge. Two persons also drowned in flood waters in Hajo, but their identities are yet to be established. According to official reports of the Revenue Department of the State Government, over one lakh people in the State have been rendered homeless as the waters of the mighty Brahmaputra continue to rise from Dibrugarh to Dhubri along its 750-km course.

Gogoi asks ministers to resign for downsizing:

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on June 25 asked his ministerial colleagues to resign so as to form a new downsized ministry with 15 per cent of the total strength of the House as per the provisions of newly amended law. After a cabinet meeting, held in the evening on June 25 at Dispur here, Gogoi told his cabinet colleagues to put in their papers within two or three days as the deadline for this is July 7 next. Meanwhile, the Cabinet meeting reviewed the law-and-order situation of State. The 91st amendment to the Constitution passed by Parliament in last December decided the size of the ministry should not exceed 15 per cent of the assembly strength in all the big states, while in smaller states, the size is stipulated to the maximum number of 12.

Army to 'dominate' upper Assam:

Guwahati: The Army will take over charge in upper Assam to counter the renewed insurgent activities by the ULFA in the last few weeks. Tops officials of the Army's IV Corps told that instructions have been given to the Army units to carry out anti-insurgency operations in upper Assam to foil further attempts by the ULFA to create trouble. Army will remain alert in the lower Assam areas as well.

Car rally to link city with Bangkok:

Guwahati: Come November 23 and Guwahati would witness the first-ever Indo-ASEAN motor car rally. The unique car rally, which will culminate in Bangkok on December 6 will not only be a sports event but will also explore the road linkages between India and ASEAN countries with a view to attract commercial interest in the infrastructure along the route and to promote tourism and other developmental activities in the north-eastern region. The Rally as envisaged by India during the ASEAN-India Summit meeting in Bali, Indonesia in October last year, is being jointly organised by Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region (DONER), Ministry of External Affairs and the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) in close cooperation with the member states of the ASEAN and the ASEAN Secretariat.

Iodine deficiency:

UNICEF wants NE States to monitor quality of salt:

Guwahati: The UNICEF, which is working for the eradication of iodine deficiency disorders (IDD) in the north-eastern region, along with the rest of the country, on June 25 suggested to the NE States to institute monitoring systems so as to ensure that 100 per cent of the population get iodized salt for daily consumption.

Now, Assamese ringtones on Reliance mobile:

Guwahati: The Reliance Telecom Limited (RTL) has successfully tested international roaming service for its Guwahati subscribers. The new scheme will be launched shortly. Company sources said that RTL has launched a number of consumer friendly schemes in the State, while several are in the pipeline. "Negotiation is in final stage with various NLD providers like Railtel, Power Grid etc. for connectivity of Guwahati exchange with various locations in Assam. Within the next two months, the company expects to launch services in two other towns in Assam, while most of the important towns will be covered under Reliance network by the end of this year", the source said. International SMS has already been launched where a subscriber can send SMS to other mobile subscribers across the globe. Reliance has also tied up with SMS content provider for Assamese ring tones and update local news. Moreover, it has recently updated its SMSC, enabling the subscriber to download latest and premium ring tones. Apart from this, Friends and Family scheme is being re-launched where one can get the tariff benefit for three fixed Reliance Mobile numbers. On the other hand, the Close User group scheme has also been made more customer friendly with a monthly charge of Rs 99.

CBI conducts raids in city:

Guwahati: In two separate cases, Guwahati branch of the CBI on June 25 raided the residences and offices of three doctors of Meghalaya, a Superintendent of Central Excise Department and a private firm. Sources said that sleuths of the CBI raided the residences of Dr MM Sam, Dr S Pradhan and Dr AK Haladhar for their alleged involvement in misappropriation of public money in purchasing medicines for a Central Government Health Schemes at a higher rate. The three doctors had allowed to buy medicines under the Central scheme at a higher rate than the market prices from a private firm. The CBI also raided the office of the private firm and seized documents of movable and immovable property.

URMCA opposes scheduling policy:

Guwahati: The United Revolutionary Movement Council of Assam (URMCA) has vehemently condemned the alleged conspiracy of the Government by adopting a divide and rule policy by sanctioning Sixth Schedule status to some ethnic groups in the mixed plains tribes-dominated areas, 'which creates tension and hatred among the various communities of the State'. The organisation has demanded for an immediate round table conference involving the representatives of various communities to bring out a 'democratic' solution of the ethnic problems of Assam. The URMCA has called for an Assam bandh on August 15 against, what it called, the "Sixth Schedule policy" of the Government. 

News on 26th June '04 

Eight hurt in Diphu blast: 

Diphu: Eight Karbi youths were injured, two of them seriously, in a grenade attack at Sariahjan Chariali, here at about 6.30 p.m. The grenade was hurled on the group by some youths who were inside an autorickshaw for quite sometime at the place. It was suspected that the actual target of the grenade was a police convoy coming through the way.

Gogoi visits spot, talks tough; mass condemnation over blast:

Sivasagar: Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on June 25 said that violence cannot be answer to any problem and change should come not through the barrel of the gun but through the barrel of the gun but through peaceful means. Gogoi said this during his visit to after Assam after June 24's bomb blast by the ULFA in a bus which left five people dead and 15 injured in Sivasagar district. The Chief Minister also announced an exgratia amount of Rs three lakh to the next of kin of each of the deceased in 24th June's incident and Rs 50,000 each to the injured.

7 killed in ULFA bus bomb: 'Time devise was carried in school bag by youth': 

Mathurapur: Suspected ULFA rebels blew up a crowded passenger bus in Sivasagar district this morning, killing seven passengers and injuring at least 15 others, the condition of many of whom are stated to be critical, the police said. The private passenger bus (No As 04 A 6065) was on way to Sivasagar from Sonari when a powerful time device went off around 10.30 a.m. at Maligaon, near Nimanagar, between Sonari and Simaluguri towns under Mathurapur PS. Deputy Commissioner in-charge Amzad Ali told that four persons died on the spot, two persons died on the way to Assam Medical Hospital and one succumbed to his injuries on way to Sonari civil Hospital. Sivasagar DC Gayatri Baruah and SP Debojit Hazarika who were in Guwahati, attending the meeting of DCs and SPs, have since rushed back to the district.

Homeland seekers storm Janata Bhavan, cane charged: 30 injured, AKRASU calls 'Kamatapur' bandh on June 25: 

Guwahati: Breaking all security barricades at the high security zone of Dispur here, hundreds of members and supporters of the All Koch Rajbongshi Students' Union (AKRASU) on June 23 stormed into the Janata Bhavan. When the agitated mob had crossed the main gate and landed in front of the Janata Bhavan building, the security personnel lathi charged on them, injuring 30 people, including women. five of them were seriously injured. The police action was so harsh that they beat up women, many whom fell to the ground. Hundreds of AKRASU activists marched from Dispur Last Gate to Janata Bhavan to submit a memorandum to Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi demanding a separate Kamatapur state and Schedule Tribe status to the Koch Rajbongshis.

CM asks DCs to be people-friendly:

Guwahati: Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi asked the Deputy Commissioners to be responsive to the needs of the people and to speed up the pace of development in the State Gogoi also announced his Government's decision to provide incentive to those officers who performed well. Addressing the Conference of DCs and SPs at the Assam Administrative Staff College at Khanapara here on June 23, Gogoi exhorted the officers to implement the "Raijor Podulit Raijor Sarkar" programme in letter and spirit and bring the administration at the doorsteps of the people. He urged the officers to concentrate their attention more towards the rural and backward areas and promptly redress the grievances of the people. The Chief Minister also urged the officers to adroitly and tactfully handle incidents of violence so that they do not spin out of control.

Brahmaputra above red mark:

Guwahati: With the mighty Brahmaputra rising well above the red mark, another monsoon flood seems imminent in Assam. According to official sources, the river is rising fast following intermittent to heavy rains since the last one week. In Dibrugarh district it is flowing 1.01 metres above the danger level, while in Tezpur and Dhubri districts, the water level is as high as 0.83 and 0.31 metres respectively above the warning level. The water level is most of its tributaries, including Manas, Dhansiri and Dikhow are also rising, the sources said.

Kidnappers free child, give cash:

Guwahati: In a dramatic turn of events, 10-year-old Bishal Kr Sharma was released by his kidnappers less than 24 hours after he was taken captive. Young Bishal was kidnapped by unidentified miscreants on June 22 from near his home at Uzan Bazaar. A ransom of Rs 8 lakh was demanded for his release, however, the kidnappers freed Bishal in the wee hours on June 23, much to the relief of his parents and family members. Police investigating the case believe the entire episode to be one of mistaken identity since no ransom was paid for his release.

Special IGNOU centres for jail inmates, women:

Guwahati: To spread education among the disadvantaged groups, the Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) has focused on setting up of special study centres in remote areas in Assam. The Regional Centre here, under the scheme of special study centre, will also stress on education among the women, physically challenged and jail inmates. Regional Director B N Sabhapandit said that an institution which was dedicated in uplift of the disadvantaged groups, and possessing necessary infrastructure facilities would be given priority to set up such special study centres.

State achieves target, 5% of land area under wildlife:

3 more 'homes' for Assam wildlife:

Guwahati: A new chapter has been added to wildlife conservation in the State as three new wildlife sanctuaries- Amchang wildlife sanctuary, Barail wildlife sanctuary and Dihing-Patkai wildlife sanctuary- have been formed and announcement made by the Assam Government on June 23. With this declaration of the three reserve forests as wildlife sanctuaries, the State has achieve the target of minimum 5 per cent wildlife area in the State, which has been set by the Wildlife Institute of India.

GU employee kills wife:

Guwahati: One Barnali Kalita of Jalukbari area was killed by her husband Nirambar Kalita with a sharp weapon last night after a family quarrel. Police, quoting Kalita, said that Barnali had tried to attack her husband with a dao. Police arrested Kalita who is an employee in the accounts branch of Guwahati University.

News on 25th June '04 

ULFA striking from Nagaland, AP: CM 

Guwahati: The latest strike by the ULFA in Sivasagar district on June 24 gave credence to the theory that the rebel group was trying to reassert its presence in the State. After it suffered a major loss of face during the Bhutan operations last year, the state Government had claimed that ULFA was a spent force. But the pendulumic regularity with which the ULFA is carrying out its subversive acts, especially in upper Assam, has come as a great worry for the State Government. According to official sources, the ULFA has become active in upper Assam because it has set up camps in the bordering states of Arunachal Pradesh and Nagaland. When their camps were based in Bhutan, the ULFA's activities were mostly concentrated in the lower Assam districts.

DHD armed wing takes control of organisation:

Guwahati: In a significant development within the organisation, the military council of Dima National Army of the DHD has taken over the entire control of the group. Dima National Army chief Pranab Nunisa said from Haflong, that its president Jewel Garlosa alias Shangibra has been denounced for his anti-DHD activities.

ONGC bandh to oppose take-over of Amguri field by Canada co.:

Guwahati: Vehemently opposing the government's move for privatization of the profit making public sector units, the All India Petroleum Workers' Federation and the ONGC Workers' Association have called for a 24 hour ONGC bandh on July 1. The bandh has been called to protest against the proposed handover of Amguri oil field in Sivasagar district to a Canadian company, CANARO.

Labour Dept invokes powers to levy fee:

Guwahati: In order to earn more revenue, the Labour Department has decided to exercise the powers of the Factories Act, 1948, under the provisions of which the State Government will be entitled to levy a registration fee per year on as many as 17 different processing units, factories and business establishments, having less than ten or 20 workers with certain conditions. The was stated by Labour Minister Rameswar Dhanowar.

Puthimari embankment washed away

Floods submerge 10 villages near Hajo:

Guwahati: Flood waters washed away more than 150-meter of an embankment on the north bank of the Puthimari river on June 24 inundating more than ten villages and affecting hundreds of families near Hajo in Kamrup district. Official sources said that the affected villages are Hatdola, Bagda, Rajabazar, Hirajani, Akadi, Khopnikosi, Ballot, Kowarpur and Chorabari. On the other hand, heavy erosion on the banks of the Pagladia river poses threat to its embankments in the Hablakha area, also in Kamrup district. Another portion of the embankment of the Puthimari river had breached at Goreswar on June 23.

39 cr for VRS in PSUs: Gogoi

Guwahati: The Assam Government will release Rs 39 crore for voluntary retirement scheme (VRS) from the plan budget for the public sector undertakings (PSUs). This was announced by Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi while reviewing the functioning of PSUs with the chairman and managing directors here on June 24.

2 dacoits killed in city encounter:
Guwahati: Two dacoits were killed in an encounter with the police in the Sachal area under Dispur PS and another arrested last night. A seven-member gang of dacoits broke into two houses in the Dispur area and in the ensuing encounter with the police, two were killed and one arrested, while four others fled away. 

News on 24th June '04 

Ambubachi Mela - 80,000 hit by poor water, power supply: 

Guwahati: The second day of the Ambubachi Mela at Kamakhya on June 22 saw about 80,000 devotees thronging the scared shrine premises. But lack of drinking water, proper sanitation and irregular power supply are giving a harried time to the devotees camping around the shrine. The incessant rains have only worsened matters for the devotees. The Ambubachi Mela Committee has blamed the Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) of not making adequate arrangements to handle the large flow of devotees. Some devotees also complained that no proper medical facility was available at the site.

ICC list on investment

North-east must fix land, power problems:

Guwahati: A leading trade and industry body has listed several drawbacks including the long time taken for clearance of projects in the North-east and the lack of single window system, besides infrastructure problems like land availability and acute power shortage as the key hurdles that the State Governments in the region need to remove to attract investment. The Kolkata-based Indian Chamber of Commerce (ICC), a leading body of business and industry in the eastern and north-eastern region, that had organised the two mega North-east Business Summits in 2002 and 2004 respectively, has identified several areas that need urgent attention to bring about sustainable development in the region.

Dey urges CM to withdraw criminal case:

Guwahati: At a time when the countdown for downsizing of the Tarun Gogoi ministry in Assam has begun, ministers facing charges have come forward to prove their innocence and remain in the Cabinet. Agriculture Minister Dr Ardhendu Kumar Dey on June 22 said that he has sent a letter to Chief Minister Gogoi urging him to drop the criminal proceeding against him on charges of kidnapping and murder.

Assam to launch cancer survey, awareness drive:

Guwahati: The B Borooah Cancer Institute (BBCI), only comprehensive Regional Cancer Centre in the North-east, has started a population-based cancer registry to find out the exact incidence and types of cancer which occur in the region. A long felt need of a full fledged out patient department (OPD) building has been achieved on June 22 by the Institute.

TEs to get 3 months to fill jobs of 250 doctors:

Guwahati: The labour department will soon serve notices to tea gardens authorities to fill up the vacant posts of doctors, pharmacists, health assistants and ANM and DNM categories of nurses within three months, as per the Plantation Labour Act. The government will seek judicial intervention on the matter in case the tea gardens fail to comply with the directive. A decision in this regard was taken at a meeting between Labour Minister Rameshwar Dhanowar and the Assam Tea Tribe Students' Association (ATTSA) leadership on June 22. It has been observed that at present in the 855 registered tea gardens of the State, around 250 posts of doctors are vacant, said Bhagirath Karan, APCC Tea Cell chairman. The situation in the case of other health workers is the same, due to which the health care scenario in the garden areas has declined drastically, he alleged.

Forest Dept-NF Rly meet next week on accident control:

Jumbo deaths: NFR was warned on train speed:

Guwahati: On 21st June's killing of three elephants by a speeding train near the city has once again exposed the government's failure to come up with a foolproof strategy to protect these wild pachyderms from accidental deaths. Even as forest officials grope for a proper response to deal with this latest crisis, a blame game has already started between the forest officials and Railway authorities. Assam Forest Minister Pradyut Bordoloi, said that the Forest Department had asked the NF Railways last year to sensitize its drivers in view of huge herds of elephants usually crossing over railway tracks in search of water and food. "We had told NF Railway authorities to sensitize its drivers last year itself. After 21st June's incident, we will take up the matter once again", he said. Meanwhile Principal Chief Conservator of Forest, Sonadhar Doley told that Forest and Railway officials will meet next week to discuss and sort out the issue.

Firing in city, no casualty:

Guwahati: Two Maruti Zen-borne youth fired in the air to terrorize two other Santro-borne youths at Bhangagarh in the city at 10.50 in the night on June 22. According to eye-witness, a verbal duel started between the occupants of the two cars regarding overtaking, which led one of the two in the Zen to fire in the air with a pistol.

Boy kidnapped from city, Rs 8 lakh demanded:

Guwahati: A ten-year-old boy, Bishal Sharma, son of Dwijen Sharma, was kidnapped by unidentified miscreants from the Uzanbazar Jahaj Ghat area around 3.15 in the afternoon on June 22. An FIR was lodged at Latasil Police Station here. A telephone call demanding Rs 8 lakh came to Sharma's residence later. Investigation is on.

AGP demands expansion of network:

Guwahati: AGP Member of Parliament, Sarbananda Sonowal on June 22 met with Railway Minister Laloo Prasad Yadav in New Delhi and raised a 15-point charter of demands, including expansion of Railway network in the State and 100 percent job reservation for locals in C and D categories. 

News on 23rd June '04 

ULFA operating from Arunachal, Nagaland: Gogoi 

ULFA bomb attack at BSNL office, Delhi moved:

Guwahati: In a sequel to its hit-and-run strategy, the ULFA on June 21 struck once again, this time at a BSNL exchange-cum-post office at Tengakhat in Dibrugarh district, partially damaging both the Central government offices. However, there has been no report of any casualty yet. ASP Pradip Ranjan Kar told that the ULFA militants planted a time device at the verandah of the telephone exchange which was detonated by a remote control. The blast occurred at 1.10 a.m., damaging a wall of the offices and also smashing the wind shields of two buses parked nearby.

Train mows Down 3 Elephants near city:

Guwahati: Three Asiatic wild elephants were killed by a speeding goods train in Kamrup district before dawn on June 21, in the latest several such incidents in the past, officials said. "An elephant herd was crossing the railway tracks when a coal-laden freight train from Guwahati bound for Uttar Pradesh crashed into them, killing three elephants, two calves and the mother, on the spot", DFO of the Assam State Zoo Narayan Mahanta.

Games '05 reach court corridors:

Guwahati: The fate of the National Games 2005 has once again become uncertain as the Gauhati High Court has served a notice to the State Government to maintain status quo till June 29 on the process of allotment of construction work of the Games village. It may be mentioned here that protesting against the Government's decision to increase the land valuation to Rs 5 lakh per katha from Rs 1.3 lakh, the construction company Pragati Growth and Development Limited filed a petition at the Gauhati High Court on Friday last, challenging the Cabinet decision.

Police stops city march against 6th Schedule for Misings:

Guwahati: Opposing the Government's decision to provide Six Schedule status to the Misings in Upper Assam's Lakhimpur and Dhemaji districts, the Janagosthiya Sangram Samiti (JSS) on June 21 staged a protest rally in Dispur Last Gate here and also marched to the Janata Bhavan to submit a memorandum to the Chief Minister. However, police stopped the protesters from marching towards the Janata Bhavan, near the Supermarket point.

Land pattas soon to tea garden people:

Guwahati: The Government has decided to give land pattas to the tea garden people who have been residing in tea estate areas for long. The decision was taken at a meeting attended by Revenue Minister Mithius Tudu and leaders of the Assam Tea Tribe Students' Association (ATTSA). This was stated by the Congress Tea Cell chairman Bhagirath Karan.

Eight oil scam culprits declared wanted by cops:

Guwahati: The eight main 'culprits' in the crude oil theft case have been declared "wanted" by the Golaghat police on June 21. Three of these absconding 'culprits' are from Guwahati.

30,000 kg of tea worth Rs 25lakh sold on Day 1

Online tea auction kicks off in city:

Guwahati: Log on to www.indiateaportal.com. While the tea traders can get their wanted information in the portal, the registered buyers, sellers and brokers in the Guwahati Tea Auction Centre (GTAC) can visit the auction part of the portal, as the auction house has started electronic tea auction from June 21. In the first day itself, the GTAC has 29,250 kg of CTC tea worth Rs 24,86,250 through electronic auction. Lotus India, a medium size buyer, was the first to bid in the auction. 

News on 22nd June '04 

'Frame stronger tribal policy': 
Assam tribals to move Centre on shrinking tribals belts: 
Guwahati: A number of tribal organisations in the State expressed concern over the recent unpleasant incident at Dhemaji on the issue of granting Sixth Schedule status to the Misings. It may be mentioned here that a delegation from the State Government, during its recent visit to Dhemaji regarding the granting of Sixth Schedule status to the Misings, came under attack from non-Misings in the area. The delegation members were pelted stones, and the police had to fire in the air to bring the situation under control. 
Suspected ULFA rebels blow up goods train 
Blast in Tinsukia again, 18 injured: 
Dibrugarh: the proscribed ULFA, desperate to make its presence felt after the Bhutan offensive, on June 19 triggered two blast in Tinsukia district, injuring 18 people, two of them seriously and derailing a goods train. The first incident occurred when, according to eye-witness, a bicycle-borne youth placed a gunny bag near a public toilet in Chamber Road, the business hub of Tinsukia, which exploded at around 11.30 a.m., injuring 17 people. The impact of the blast was so intense that the cycle was torn pieces. "The gunny bag had a time device or probably a remote controlled device", eye-witness said. 
Security measures in NRL tightened: 
Jorhat: Security measures in Numaligarh Refinery Limited (NRL) has been tightened following the abduction of its two senior employees who were subsequently rescued by the police. NRL's Chief Manager A R Baruah told reporters here that officials had been provided with tight security on their was from NRL township to project site. 
ULFA denies extortion in West Bengal; Security beefed up; 
ULFA launches fresh recruitment drive: 
Boxirhat: After the Royal Bhutan Army (RBA) offensive against the NE ultras, especially the ULFA, which seemed to be a body blow to the outfit, the outlawed militant organisation has reportedly launched its recruitment drive and trying to strengthen its base along Assam-Bengal border areas here. Intelligence sources informed here that the top brass of the ULFA has laid emphasis on extortion drive to strengthen its financial condition to run its training camps based in Bangladesh and to purchase ammunition. 

News on 21st June '04 

Assam orders border with Arunachal sealed after ULFA blasts: 

Guwahati: The sudden spurt in violence by the ULFA in upper Assam, specially in Tinsukia district, has forced the security personnel to be on their toes. Besides alerting the police in the entire State, with a special thrust on upper Assam, the security forces have been asked to intensify their operations to nab the militants. A number of top level police officials, including IGP (law and order) D K Pathak, have rushed to the area to review the situation and take necessary steps. 

SSB men take up position along Assam-Bhutan border: 

Guwahati: As announced earlier, the Centre has started to man the Indo-Bhutan border in Assam with Special Services Bureau (SSB) personnel, replacing the Border Security Force (BSF). So far, deployment of SSB personnel is complete along the border with the Himalayan kingdom in the Kokrajhar sector. 

Give us ST status, we stay with Cong: AASAA to Gogoi: 

Guwahati: The All Adivasi Students' Association of Assam (AASAA) has stepped up its demand before the State Government as well as the Centre to provide Schedule Tribes status to the Adivasis living in Assam. The leaders of the influential students' body met Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on June 19 and conveyed their demand to him, and stated that if the Government fails to pass a Bill in this regard immediately, the students' body will withdraw its support to the Congress during all forthcoming elections. AASAA' central executive meet, held on June 20 here, also approved the decision and decided to send a delegation to New Delhi on July 10 to pursue the matter at the national level. 

Foreign pilgrims head for city: Ambubachi Mela begins on June 21: 

Guwahati: The Kamakhya Temple, regarded as one of the important sites of the important sites of the Shakti cult, is all set to celebrate its five-day Ambubachi Mela beginning on June 21. More than three lakh devotees from all over the country as well as from aboard are expected to visit the holy shrine this year, according to Assam Director of Tourism Balen Basumatary. Speaking to UNI, Basumatary informed that last year more than 2.71 lakh devotees, including pilgrims from Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh visited Kamakhya during the Mela. "We are expecting more foreign pilgrims this year" he added. 

News on 20th June '04 

Power generation steadily declined in Assam since 2001: 

Guwahati: The power generation in Assam has gradually declined during the last few years while the installed capacity of the power units has remained the same at 574.4 MW since 1997-98 till today. During 2001-2002, the generation of power had decreased by 10.1 per cent as compared to the previous year and it further declined by 11.2 percent during 2002-2003. On the contrary, the consumption of power in the State has been increasing in the recent years.

Assam to get Rs 901 cr from World Bank:

Guwahati: Assam will get a World Bank loan of Rs 901 crore for various projects under Assam Agricultural Competitive Project (AACP) 2004-2009. This was conveyed by AACP Task Manager Robert Epworth during his meeting with Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi at Janata Bhavan here on June 18.

ASS ready for National Children Science meet:

Guwahati: The Assam Science Society (ASS), organiser of the National Children's Science Congress 2004, to be held in the city from December 27 to 31, has announced that child members of best selected projects will be considered for State child Scientist's Award and scholarship for one year. The ASS has started preparation for the mega science event and published free leaflets, attached with registration forms for children along with project guide and coloured bi-lingual posters. The main objective of the National Science Congress is to provide a forum to the children to pursue their natural curiosity and to quench their thirst for creativity by experimenting with open-ended problems. 

News on 19th June '04 

NFR officer caught accepting bribe: 

Guwahati: The CBI on June 18 caught red handed Ravindra Chandra Senapati, accounts officer at the Lumding office of the NF Railways, while he was accepting a bribe of Rs 2,500 from an RPF constable to process his bill. Senapati was produced in court and has been remanded to judicial custody, according to official sources.

GAIL terms on gas cracker:

Guwahati: The Gas Authority of India Limited (GAIL) has decided to set up the mega gas cracker project in Assam, subject to fulfilment of certain conditions. This was conveyed by Proshanto Banerjee, Chairman and Managing Director, GAIL in course of a high-level meeting with Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi at Janata Bhavan here on June 18. Banerjee set certain conditions like sales tax exemption on raw materials and finished products, excise and customs duty exemption, location site, royalty, transport facility, security and conductive work environment. He said that for such a mega project worth Rs 2,500 crore, GAIL would seek concessions from both the State and Central Governments.

CM soft pedals on ULFA talks:

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on June 18 sounded a cautious note on the question of cease-fire with the ULFA, even as his comments on negotiations with the rebel outfit sent out vague signals. Although he admitted that incidents of extortion by the ULFA have been rising in parts of upper Assam, he said that the situation was very much under control.

'Govt has more money to spare for devp':

Guwahati: In order to achieve better management of the government, mobilize additional resources and as a step towards e-governance, the State Government has been able to change the character of the Annual Plan, making it more development-oriented, according to Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi. It may be mentioned here that the Annual Plan structure had begun to accelerate the development process in the State. However, the Plans had been bogged down by non-development expenditure, specially payment of salaries which took up nearly 80 per cent of allocated resources. "In the past three years, we have been able to reverse this trend, and the salary component now takes up only 20 per cent of resources allocated, with the rest being left for development works", Gogoi told in the city on June 18. 

News on 18th June '04 

SAI Sports Club make it to final:

Guwahati: SAI Sports Club moved into title clash of the MMC Football Championship defeating NFRSC 6-5 via tie break in the first semifinal played at the Nehru stadium here on June 17. SAI will be seen in the final of the MMC Football championship for the first time. Throughout the tournament the SAI team had played superb football and defeated two big teams in the league matches. In the quarter-final, they downed ASEB and in 17th June's match SAI team dominated the game right from the word go.

Games gymnastics camp begins:

Guwahati: Gymnastics coaching camp for the National Games 2005 started on June 17 at the Kanaklata Indoor stadium. The camp was inaugurated by the State Sports Minister Robin Bordoloi. Altogether 12 women gymnastics are taking part in the camp. It may be mentioned here that the men's gymnastics camp for the Games is currently going on at Nagaon.

News on 17th June '04 

'CPI, CPI (M) no different from Congress or BJP'

Petro product price hike deepens Left rift: Hike in LPG, diesel prices to hit people hard: Gogoi:

Guwahati: The Left parties have demanded immediate withdrawal of the steep hike in prices of LPG cylinder. Talking from New Delhi, CPI National Council member Promod Gogoi, who is attending the National Council meeting of the party, said, "We have not agreed with the Central government's decision to hike the price of LPG, by which the common people will be hit hard". The Left parties have protested against the price hike and "demanded its withdrawal", Gogoi said.

SUCI slams CPI, CPI (M) stand:

Guwahati: The Socialist Unity Centre of India has denounced the stand of the Left parties particularly the CPI and CPI(M) on the recent hike in price of cooking gas and diesel. The state unit of SUCI has condemned the decision of the Congress-led UPA dispensation at the Centre and has also accused the CPI and the CPI (M) of compromising their ideology before the Congress party at the cost of the common masses of the country.

News on 16th June '04 

AGP had tainted CM, others: Cong

Guwahati: Hitting back the ball to the Opposition AGP's court, the Congress on June 17 said that the AGP should pinch its own skin first before attacking others. Addressing a joint press conference here on June 17, which was held here by the Government and Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) in response to the allegations brought by the AGP against the Congress, Assam Government spokesman Ripun Bora on June 17 said that the Opposition party had no moral right to blame Congress on issues like corruption, law and order or tainted ministers.

Narah plays it cool on 6th Schedule:

Guwahati: The State Government on June 17 announced that no decision has been taken on the future of the Misings, in a bid to normalise the situation in Dhemaji district. An initiative to grant autonomy under the amend Sixth Schedule to the Mising tribal community has created tension between the Mising and the non-Mising communities in the State's eastern and the northern areas.

SULFA hooligans on rampage in city hotel, 2 NRL officials kidnapped:

Guwahati: In a day-long kidnapping drama of two senior Numaligarh Refinery Ltd (NRL) officers from a four star city hotel once again exposed the security scenario in so-called luxury hotels here. NRL authorities told here that Jadab Chandra Kalita, Senior Manager (Projects), who stayed at Hotel Dynasty last night, were abducted from there at around 8.30 this morning by one Manoj Hazarika with his three associates and demanded Rs 5 lakh as ransom.

Train passengers demo demanding better facilities:

Guwahati: The Assam Train Passengers' Association, a body of train passengers of the State, on June 17 held a demonstration at the Judges' Field in support of their demands, which include more local trains for the city, double line up to Guwahati and beyond as well as more stations in Assam for North-east bound trains. The Associations has demanded that the 150-km long meter gauge line from New Bongaigaon to Kamakhya station here be converted to broad gauge, providing the city with a double-line track, ultimately extending the line up to Dibrugarh.

Chaos reign supreme in headless ASEB:

Guwahati: The current abysmal condition of electricity supply in the State is a direct fallout of an administrative crisis in the ASEB. With nobody at the helm of the Board, chaos reigns from top to bottom, even as the electricity supply mechanism slips downhill. It may be recalled here that Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi had announced at a press conference on June 11 that Subhash Das would be appointed as chairman of the crisis-ridden Board. But even after a week, no notification has been issued to this effect, while Das is on a long leave and will be back only by July 9, according to officials. Moreover, the current chairman, Sailesh is also out of station, as is the Member (Technical) Sisir Kakoti.

Konkan Rly: NFR seeks to learn a lesson:

Guwahati: Modern safety devices are being backed up by human eyes as the NF Railway gears up to improve its track safety record in the coming monsoon season. It may be mentioned here that, on 16th June's derailment of the Mangalore-Mumbai Matsyagandha Express near Raigadh in Maharastra, in which 20 people were killed and more than 10 injured, had resulted when the train had hit some boulders on the track and jumped rails. Experts have since pointed out that the mishap had occurred despite installation of anti-collision devices on the tracks. The boulders had fallen on the tracks due to a landslide, which is common in the area.

'Green cabs' to address rural unemployment now:

Guwahati: If the State government has its way, the backwaters of rural Assam will soon have bottle green taxis with strips of off white colour plying on its roads. In an ambitious plan aimed at self-employment of rural educated youths, the Transport Department has launched a rural taxi service scheme called "Rural Cab-2004".

News on 15th June '04 

Introduce new trains for BTAD: Laloo urged: 

Kokrajhar: A delegation of the Ex-BLT Welfare Society, led by its general secretary Kabi Ranjan Brahma and MP Mr S K Bwiswmuthiary recently called on the Union Minister for Railways, Mr Laloo Prasad Yadav in New Delhi and submitted a memorandum urging him to take some special measures to uplift the railway stations in BTAD areas, create new jobs in railways and introduction of new local trains, etc.

CRUDE OIL SCAM: Putul Gogoi detained for six months:

Golaghat: The main-accused in the multi-crore oil pilferage scam, Putul Gogoi will have to be in jail for at least six months. Confirming this, the Superintendent of Golaghat district jail said that the detention order of Putul Gogoi had already been sent by the panel of the State Advisory Board. It may be mentioned here that Putul Gogoi was arrested by Kamargaon police in Golaghat district from his Amguri residence on April 16, and the Golaghat district administration ordered detention of the accused on April 20. On June 3, the state Advisory Board questioned him regarding the matter. Though Putul Gogoi tried to prove his innocence, Board members ordered that he must be in hail for at least six months.

Tea tribe dept from July, ATTSA to wait and watch:

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on June 12 conceded to the demand of the Assam Tea Tribe Students' Association (ATTSA) for formation of a separate department for the welfare of the tea tribes and assured to implement it on the first week of July. This was stated by Bhagirath Karan, the chairman of the Tea Cell of the ruling party. The Tea Cell of the Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) in its recent report, present to the Chief Minister on the adverse results of the just-concluded Lok Sabha election, had suggested creation of separate department for the tea tribes' development, said Karan. He said, the decision was taken during a two-and-a-half hour meeting at the CM's official residence.

AASU, ATTSA against caste politics:

Guwahati: The All Assam Students' Union (AASU) and Assam Tea Tribes Students' Association (AATSA) on June 12 issued a joint statement warning all the political parties in the state against indulging in "politics of caste and creed". Both the students' organisations condemned the "design of a section of political parties" to create a "rift" between the tea tribes community and the mainstream Assamese communities in the State for their "narrow political gains".

International film fest: Altaf Mazid to be in jury:

Guwahati: Noted Assamese film critic-cum-film maker Altaf Mazid has been selected as the film-critic jury for the 26th Moscow International Film Festival, to be held in Moscow from June 18 to 27 next year.

Conversion of Assam wooden bridges to RCC: WB to fund

Guwahati: timber bridges on key roads in the State might be replaced by RCC structures soon, following a proposal submitted by the State Government to the World Bank through the Planning Commission, to upgrade some of these timber bridges. Other timber Minister's Gramin Sadak Yojana. It may be mentioned here that the 5,488 timber bridges in the state, covering a length of 130 km, are in decrepit condition following the Supreme Court ban on felling of timber. This has placed constraints on repair of the bridges, thus affecting communication along the major State Highways, district and rural roads.

State builds buffer stocks for floods:

Guwahati: The State Government has begun measures to prevent shortage of foodstocks and essential commodities in the coming monsoon season, with special focus on flood-prone areas. The Government has directed DCs of all the districts to take appropriate steps to prevent scarcity of food items, and ensure that essential commodities are made available to flood-prone areas on time and in sufficient quantities. 

News on 14th June '04 

ULFA slaps extortion notes on 20 tea gardens: 

Guwahati: After the Bhutan offensive in December last year, the outlawed United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) appears to have re-organised in a big way in upper Assam, laying maximum stress on extortion so as to strengthen its financial condition to purchase arms and ammunition. Highly placed police sources said here that the managements of as many as 20 tea gardens in Tinsukia and Dibrugarh districts have received extortion notices from the ULFA. The ULFA has demanded amounts ranging from Rs 10 lakh and above from each of the tea gardens.

CM seeks report on raid at Sonowal's residence:

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on June 13 said that the Army raid at Dibrugarh MP, Sarbananda Sonowal's residence day before yesterday was a mere aberration and should not be constructed as a failure of the government to exercise its control over the Unified Command Structure. The Chief Minister was addressing reporters at Rajiv Bhavan when he was there to launch the official website of the Assam Pradesh Congress Committee.

Investors taking NE for a ride?

Guwahati: Policies and tax concessions, meant to aid the entrepreneurs in the north-eastern region, are instead helping investors from mainland India rake in a cool profit before calling it a day, foreign before calling it a day, foreign trade Joint director General MK Mero said. The North-east centric policies, conceived and implemented to gain a foothold in the national and the international markets, are instead helping investors from outside the region than the target group, Mero said. Under the North-East Industrial Policy (NEIP), investors in the region enjoy an income tax holiday for ten years and a number of tax and exercise concessions.

STATFED, Publication Board in 1st phase

Assam earmarks Rs 30 cr for VRS in sick PSUs:

Guwahati: The State Government has laid maximum stress on revival of the sick public sector undertakings (PSUs) and for this purpose, it has constituted a Central Pool for Voluntary Retirement Scheme, earmarking an amount of Rs 30 crore. This was announced by Minister of State for Planning and Development Himanta Biswa Sarma at a press conference at the Janata Bhavan here on June 13.

Bamboo homes may be new NE trend:

Guwahati: New-age construction methods, structural stability and earthquake-resistance are lifting up the image of bamboo from just a cheap building material to a viable one. Now, teaming up with steel and concrete and glass, bamboo will be seen in modern constructions across the city and the rest of the region. "Bamboo has been used by the people here for ages, but had acquired the image of a 'poor man's timber', unfit for large stable and modern houses", remarked Kamesh Salam, project co-ordinator of the Cane and Bamboo Technology Centre, which has put up these structures for various groups. "On the contrary, bamboo has great structural stability and can be used with other building materials, as has been the practice in other countries", he added. 

News on 13th June '04 

ULFA, NSCN-IM pact worries Assam - GAIL keen on gas cracker: Gogoi 

Guwahati: The growing proximity between the outlawed ULFA and the NSCN (IM) has sent disturbing signals to the Assam Government. At a press conference here on June 11, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi said that the recent understanding reached between the NSCN (IM) and the ULFA may come as a serious blow to the law and order situation in the State and, therefore, has become a cause for worry. "This latest development is very disturbing", the Chief Minister said. He said that the Centre has already been apprised of the matter. This latest rapprochement between the NSCN (IM) and the ULFA comes at a time when the ULFA is one the look out for establishing new bases, especially after their hideout in Bhutan were busted by the Royal Bhutanese Army in December last year.

Slum in city's heart, dwellers fond of quacks:

Guwahati: "These are of great help in saving my baby from disease and ward off evil spirits", said Amina pointing to the garland of amulets on her child's neck. Even today, the people of Bhaskar Nagar area in city's ward number 41 run to the local ojha (quack doctor) first for any health related problems. Pregnant women in this slum, right in the heart of the city, would often run away from the health centre, for fear that the doctor will cut their hand to test their blood! Sounds strand, but a large number of Bhaskar Nagar's estimated 10,000 people, despite living in Guwahati, appear as if they are living in the back of the beyond.

AP Buddhists forced into Christianity? No, says NSCN:

Guwahati: Hundreds of Buddhists in Arunachal Pradesh have fled their homes alleging that Naga guerrillas were forcing them to embrace Christianity, but the rebels and officials emphatically deny the allegations. The Purvanchal Bhikhu Sangha, an apex body of Buddhist monks in the North-east, said the two factions of the National Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN) had served notices asking the community to accept Christianity.

Civil service qualifiers to get assistance from GVT : CM

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on June 11 declared that the Assam Government will provide financial assistance and bear all the coaching and tutorial cost of students who clear the preliminary stage of the civil service examinations. This move is clearly an incentive to encourage more students from Assam to go for the civil services. Students from the State who finally make it to the civil services are very few and far between, compared to states like Bihar and UP. This time, four Assamese students have cleared the civil services. The Chief Minister's declaration is a step towards reversing the trend.

Prof. PC Deka new VC of Tezpur University:

Guwahati: Prof. PC Deka, Professor and Head, Department of Agricultural Biotechnology, Assam Agricultural University, Jorhat has been appointed as the new Vice-Chancellor of Tezpur University. Prof. Deka will take over from Prof. P Bhattacharya, who completes his tenure on June 13.

Subhas Das new ASEB Chairman:

Guwahati: To make the management of the ASEB more efficient, the State Government has appointed Subhas Das as the new Chairman of the Board. Das was the Director of the Sarva Siksha Abhijan. Even after the decision of power tariff hike by the Board a few months back, the quality of power supply is still far from satisfactory. With the new appointment, chief Minister Tarun Gogoi could look after the power sector reforms personally. 

News on 12th June '04 

14 PSUs of Industry dept need to be revamped: Assam moves Centre to rehabilitate sick PSUs: 

Guwahati: Assam Minister for Industries and Commerce Bhubaneswar Kalita has requested the Union Minister for Heavy Industries and Public Enterprises to provide necessary funds to the State Government to rehabilitate the State PSUs. In a memorandum to the Union Minister, Mr Kalita has said that 14 PSUs under the State Industry Department need to be reconstructed and rehabilitated. "the funds required for the purpose will be about Rs 100 crore", the memorandum added.

Jayanta Rongpi blames pro-talk UPDS group for the attack

Rebels kill 3 CPI(ML) activists:

Diphu: In renewed violence in the Karbi hills, three CPI (ML) activists were allegedly killed by cadres of the pro-talk faction of the United Peoples' Democratic Solidarity (UPDS) in the wee hours on June 10 at Amlong village near Hamren town. The condition of eight others is stated to be critical. On June 8 in the night, unidentified miscreants had burnt down more than 15 houses in Tapat village near Khanduli on the Assam-Meghalaya border, believed to be belonging to CPI (ML) supporters. In a statement, CPI (ML) leader and former MP Jayanta Rongpi said that a group of twelve armed men, belonging to the UPDS (pro-talk) swooped down on the village last night and ordered the villagers to assemble at one place. They started torturing them with rifle butts and sharp weapons. The villagers were told that they are paying the price for voting for the CPI (ML) in the recently-concluded Lok Sabha elections, violating the diktat of the militant organisation.

After Amul Shakti, it's noodles now: 

Guwahati: The district administration and the police seized more than 1 lakh packets of Soaltee White Noodles, in a joint raid on a godown in the Kahilipara Jute Factory campus. The date of packaging of the noddles, from Nepal, had been allegedly changed. No arrests have been made so far, according to officials.

Assam scene: Rs 1,500 cr investments put off by ONGC:

Guwahati: The Oil and Natural Gas Commission (ONGC) has indefinitely postponed the Rs 1,500 crore investment for modernization of its facilities, succumbing to the politician-contractor pressure of upper Assam. ONGC sources informed that this was decided last night following intervention of the Minister of State for Defence Bijoy Krishna Handique and Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi. ONGC was planning to make an investment of more than Rs 1,500 crore for revamping their Assam operation but the local contractors, fearing tough competition from more skilled ones, managed to stall the move.

Downsizing: ministers jittery, work slows down:

Guwahati: The spectre of the impending downsizing of the Tarun Gogoi-led ministry is haunting the present lot of ministers, from the senior most cabinet minister to the junior most state minister. Who will stay and who will get the axe, this is the big question being hotly debated in the political circles, by the present ministers as well as the civil servants. So much so that, real work has virtually come to a standstill, much to the discomfiture of the general public, as the ministers and the babus get engaged in their guessing games.

From separate ministry for tea tribes: Cong Tea Cell

Guwahati: The Tea Cell of the Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC), in its report submitted to Chief Minister, Tarun Gogoi, on June 10, has recommended a series of initiatives, including the formation of a separate ministry for the development of the tea tribes in the State. The report was prepared to analyze the reasons for the Congress' poor performance in the tea tribal areas, long considered a Congress bastion, in the just concluded Lok Sabha elections. The report is basically a post mortem analysis of the recent political setbacks suffered by the Congress and has suggested measures to the party as well as the government to retain its traditional vote bank.

New Arabic curriculum after 30 yrs! New SCERT textbooks focus on environment education: 
Guwahati: After a monotonous 30 years of having to make do with the same book, teachers of Arabic in Assam can treat upper primary students with a fresh curriculum from January 2005, prepared by the State Council for Educational Research and Training (SCERT). A single book, "Progressive Arabic Reader" had been the only text book meant for students of Arabic in class V, VI and VII in the Madrasas across Assam for more than 30 years!

Groups warn city zoo on lion's health:

Guwahati: Following the handling over of seven lions by a local circus to the State Zoo here, animal rights groups have cautioned zoo authorities from further "traumatizing" the big cats by displaying them to visitors.

ULFA pushes for political deal:

Guwahati: The United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) is seeking a "political solution" to end decades of violent insurgency in the region that has left thousands dead. "As a revolutionary group, we want an honourable and acceptable political solution to the long years of conflict", Arabinda Rajkhowa, chief of the banned ULFA, said in a statement. He was reacting to New Delhi's offers to hold peace talks with separatist groups in the north-eastern region.

NEDFi plans stalls in Delhi for NE exporters:

Guwahati: Eighteen elegant showrooms at the Indian Exposition Mart at Noida, New Delhi would soon be graced with fashion wears and handicrafts exclusively from the North-east. The North Eastern Development Finance Corporation's (NEDFi) proposal to book the stalls in the proposed India Exposition Mart at New Delhi, developed by the Export Promotion Council of Handicrafts has been approved and sanctioned by the North Eastern Council (NEC). The permanent stalls have been taken on lease by NEDFi at a cost of Rs 2.34 crore. The money has been sanctioned by the NEC. 

News on 11th June '04 

HS results: 54% pass Arts, 65% Commerce: 

Arts toppers spread out, city college tops Com:

Guwahati: Reflecting a positive sign in the educational environment at colleges across Assam, candidates from different parts of the state have secured top positions in the Higher Secondary (Arts) examinations, conducted by the Assam Higher Secondary Education Council, the results of which were declared on June 9. On the other hand, with six students in the top five positions, Gauhati Commerce College has once again hogged the limelight in the higher secondary commerce stream. The HS (Commerce) results have also been declared on June 9. MNC Balika Mahavidyalaya of Nalbari has topped the charts, this time as both the first and the second positions in the HS (Arts) exams has gone to this college. Neelam Jain and Jahnabi Devi of the college have secured the first and the second positions with aggregate marks of 426 and 422 respectively. Abhinab Borthakur and Smridhi Khemka, both from Gauhati Commerce College, have secured the top two positions in the commerce stream. In a marked increase of the pass percentage over the last year, out of a total of 1,26,398 candidates who had appeared at the examination this time, 53.79 per cent have passed out successfully in the arts stream. The pass percentage of the past two years were 46.44 and 45.98 respectively. Of the successful candidates, 3,378 got first division. On the other hand, 1,899 and 2,917 candidates respectively secured second and third divisions respectively. Successful candidates securing the first ten positions in Arts stream are: 1st position (426) Neelam Jain- MNC Balika Mahavidyalaya, 2nd position (422) Jahnabi Devi- MNC Balika Mahavidyalaya, 3rd position (421) Baishali Chakraborty- Karimganj College, 4th position (420) Suvalakshmi Borgohain-Institutional Private, 5th position(415) Neelam Kalita- Cotton College, 6th position (414) Angana Goswami- MNC Balika Mahavidyalaya, 7th position (411) Rubi Morang- Lakhimpur Girls' College, 8th position (410) Tanima Chatterjee- Srimanta Shankar Academy Jr. College, 9th position (409) Tahmina Begum- Institutional Private, Ratul Mazumdar- Bhawanipur Anchalik College, 10th position (406) Navaneeta Bhuyan- Lakhimpur Girls' College, Rimly Saikia- Naharkatiya College, Bharat Kumar Deka- Institutional Private. Successful candidates securing the first five positions in Commerce stream are: 1st position (403) Abhinab Borthakur- Gauhati Commerce College, Smridhi Khemka- Gauhati Commerce College, Reebjyoti Das- BH College, 2nd position (397) Silky Killa- Darrang College, 3rd position (396)-Aparajita Bardia- Gauhati Commerce College, Suman Goel- Gauhati Commerce College, 4th position (394) Richa Saraogi- Gauhati Commerce College, Swati Jain- Gauhati Commerce College, 5th position (393) Basudev Chatterjee- Lumding College, Priyanka Jajodia- BH College.

Toppers give teachers credit:

Guwahati: The plans of the toppers in the Higher Secondary Arts and Commerce Streams are in striking contrast to each other. Meanwhile, the experiences of the toppers indicate the vital roles of their institutions in their success.

'Das had allowed failed students of pvt schools to sit in HSLC exams'

SEBA Secy sacked after probe:

Guwahati: The State Government has suspended Secondary Education Board, Assam (SEBA) Secretary Basanta Kumar Das, following the 'proving' of serious charges of malpractice against him, in a preliminary inquiry conducted by the Education Department, official sources said. It may be mentioned here that several charges of malpractice in the conduct of examinations had come to light in a preliminary inquiry against Das, Secretary on deputation to SEBA. "From the inquiry it appears that Basanta Das had allowed failed students of private schools to sit in the HSLC final examinations", according to the suspension letter issued by LN Tamuly, Secretary, Education Department.

Security in city theatres intensified:

Guwahati: The blast at a cinema in Tinsukia on June 9 has forced the authorities in Assam to beef up security measures at theatres across the State. All the police stations have been ordered to step up vigil. SP Hiren Nath said that following the ban on screening of Hindi films by nine militant groups in the North-east, including the ULFA, from November 15 last year, all the officers-in-charge (OCs) of the police stations had been given standing orders to tighten security measures in cinema halls. He revealed that all the OCs and DSPs had been alerted and ordered to take personal initiative to tighten the security measures.

INTUC meet on June 10 on tea tribes' issues:

Guwahati: The Tea cell of the Assam Pradesh Congress Committee has asked the Assam Tea Tribe Students' Association (ATTSA) to withdraw its demand for the resignation of the ministers and MLAs from the ruling party. It has instead called for a comprehensive dialogue over the problems facing the tea tribe community of Assam. Meanwhile, the Indian National Trade Union Congress (INTUC) has convened an urgent meeting tomorrow to discuss all outstanding issues of the tea community. The All Adivasi Students' Association, APCC Tea Cell, Tea Tribes Youth Association, Assam Cha Mazdoor Sangha, along with the influential ATTSA are expected to attend the meeting. This was informed by the Chairman of the Tea cell, Bhagirath Karan. A delegation of representatives of all the organisations will meet Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi after the meeting for final discussion on the issue.

Rehab of hearing impaired: CRC leads movement in NE:

Guwahati: Catch them young. They too deserve to be educated and live a normal life. A movement for rehabilitation for the hearing impaired is building up in the North-east, and needs active participation of the Government, NGOs and of course, the parents of the affected children. Almost half of the physically challenged in this region are hearing impaired, accompanied by dumbness, leading them to live a difficult life. But with early diagnosis and treatment, preferably within four years age of a child, this "curse" to humanity will not remain a curse any more, said Mr PS Srinivas, director-in-charge of Composite Regional Centre (CRC) addressing the press. He said that CRC, aims to deliver rehabilitation services suitable to the socio-cultural background of the North-east. It also aims to undertake research and development with specific reference to the needs of diverse groups of people with disability in the region. The CRC was established in Guwahati in March 2001 by the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India.

Mark Shand Kaziranga's brand ambassador:

KNP: century's conservation success story, Assam forest cover up, says Pradyut:

Guwahati: The Kaziranga National Park, famed for its one-horned rhino, will celebrate its centenary in February 2005. This centenary event, along with the annual elephant festival at the Park, will be together promoted as "Greater Conservation-Success Story of the Century". This was stated by Forest Minister, Pradyut Bordoloi here on June 9. The Forest Ministry has envisaged various plans to exploit the event early next year to get in more tourists to the region. Mark Shand, the reputed British wild-life writer has been made the international brand ambassador to promote and market the two events globally.

Govt seeks applications for artistes' pension:

Guwahati: In continuance to its special emphasis on boosting arts, the Assam Government is offering pension to artistes with outstanding contributions in arts and culture in the State. The awards are being made under the "Assam Award of Pension to Artistes and Special Pension to their Families Rules, 1987". 

News on 10th June '04 

Grenade attack at Tinsukia cinema: 22 hurt; ULFA behind attack, say officials: 

Dibrugarh: At least 22 persons were injured, eight of them critically, when suspected militants hurled a Chinese grenade inside the Paradise Cinema Hall at Tinsukia at 1.15 p.m. on June 9. A Hindi movie, Aan was being screened at the time of the incident. However, PTI said that the men who carried out the attack were ULFA cadres. Quoting Tinsukia DC, the agency put the number of the injured at 23. Lohiya said the attack might be connected to the ban imposed by the ULFA on screening of Hindi movies last year, and the subsequent blast about three months ago in cinema halls of neighbouring Sivasagar, Jorhat and Golaghat districts in upper Assam. According to eyewitness accounts, two suspected militants lobbed the grenade from the balcony of the auditorium when the matinee show was about to begin. Taking the advantage of darkness, the two militants hurled the grenade on the audience of first and second class on the ground floor and made good their escape in the melee. The police maintains that due to non-compliance of directives on security measures by the cinema hall owners such incidents occur. The cinema hall owners had been asked not to allow carrying of bags inside the theatre and close the outer gate before the start of the movie, the police said, adding that the cinema hall owners did not follow these directives. The injured have been identified as Babla Das (13), Sankar Baroi (28), Minto Mura (23), Arjun Gunju (23), Atam Maloi (31), Haricharan Namasudhra (20), Jahangir Badsah (23), Gadhadhar Sonowal (36), Kailash Mura (38), Sunil Thakur (29), Jai Mangal Chowdhury (40), Raju Sarma (27), Om Prakash Tanti (20), Bhavesh Barman (29), Sibhu Garh (26), Dhiren Gowala (22), Rabi Devnath (20), Gul Bahadur Lama (26), Mohammed Matin Ali (36), Satya Ram (34) and Ahmed Hussain (36). One of the injured is yet to be identified. The injured have been shifted to the Assam Medical College and Hospital and the Tinsukia Civil Hospital. According to AMC sources, the condition of eight persons is critical. Meanwhile, a massive search operation has been launched in all the exit and entry points in the district. No one has been arrested so far.

Gogoi Govt should make introspection on its innumerable failures: AASU

'Cong Govt has failed on all fronts':

Bilasipara: The All Assam Students' urged Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi to refrain from blowing his own trumpet on "hypocritical" claims of success of the Government he is heading, and instead make a proper introspection on the "in-numerable failures" of his Government during the last three years.

50% pass HSLC, Govt schools hog limelight: 

Guwahati: Government high and higher secondary schools returned with a vengeance to the forefront of scholastic achievement, with students putting up sterling performances in the High School Leaving Certificate (HSLC) Examination, results of which were announced on June 8. Debanga Raj Neog of Cotton Collegiate Govt H S School topped the State, scoring 93.3 per cent, with a grand total of 560 marks, obtaining letter marks in six subjects. The second position was shared by Sabiha Siddika of Balipara Higher secondary School, Ankita Dutta of Holy Cross School, Silchar and Banasmita Baruah of Sankardev Shishu Niketan High School, Barpeta. Vishal Das of Don Bosco High School, Guwahati, bagged the third position. Of the 1.84 lakh candidates who had appeared for the examination, 92,011 passed, with 11,843 obtaining the first division, 21,359 getting second division and 58,809 getting third division. Overall, the pass percentage stood at 49.79, significantly higher than in the last three years. The pass percentage last year was 44.11. Whereas the pass percentage of the male candidates was 53.75, the percentage of the female candidates who passed stood at a dismal 45.4. On the other hand, the number of distinction and star marks holders was quite high. Sixty-eight candidates were ranked in the top twenty, indicating the keen competition developing over the years among the students. The honours were shared equally among students from across the State. The extent of the razor's edge contest can be gauged from the fact that 16 students were jointly placed in the 19th position, and seven candidates each were slotted in the 17th and 18th position.

Team India fan Debanga on top:

Guwahati: Across Assam, HSLC candidates counted the last few hours to the results with a mixture of expectation and anxiety, even as the biggest academic exercise in the state wound to its ponderous conclusion on June 8. The 68 toppers squeezed into the first twenty positions have, meanwhile, expressed satisfaction at their results, and are preparing, along with their contemporaries, for the next round of studies. The HSLC syllabus was "not quite tough" for Kharghuli lad Debanga Raj Neog of Cotton Collegiate Higher Secondary School here, who topped the State. The Team India fan said that he put in regular hours of studies, increasing the study time to almost the whole day, after the test examinations. An avid quizzard, encouraged by his family to continue extra-curricular activities as well in school, Neog is planning to take up science in Cotton College, study in an IIT ("preferably in Guwahati") and try for the IAS eventually.

Crude Oil Scam: 2 police officers 'closed to HQ'

Police casts net outside State, 144 cases since 1985:

Guwahati: The Assam Police investigating the multi-crore crude oil scam has cast its net in other States like West Bengal, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab and Haryana. Highly-placed official sources in Dispur said the CID branch of the Assam Police, that is investigating the case, is getting adequate cooperation from its counterparts in the above States. Apart from trying to zero in on all those involved in the oil theft racket, the probe would also try to find out the end users of the stolen crude. Sources, however, ruled out the stolen crude having moved out outside the country's borders. "In Bhutan, for instance, that is directly connected by road, there is no refining facility and, therefore, stolen crude in bulk may not have headed for that country", a State Government official said. Meanwhile, a Deputy Inspector General of Police and an SP have been "closed to headquarters" and have not been given any responsibility at the moment. These two officers were posted in upper Assam where the crude racket thrived. The State authorities have also directed SPs of eight districts (Dibrugarh, Tinsukia, Jorhat, Sivasagar, Golaghat, Nagaon, Morigaon and Guwahati city) to review their final reports on all oil related cases so as to plug any lacuna. The SPs have also been ordered to find out whether there are links between blasts on pipelines attributed to militants and the pilferage of crude oil.

Gastro deaths: Dhanowar to tour Nagaon gardens on June 9:

Guwahati: Labour Minister Rameswar Dhanowar will visit the tea garden areas of Nagaon district on June 9 where as many as 13 persons have died of gastro-enteritis during the past few days. However, unofficial sources said that the death toll might be higher. Mr Dhanowar said that as many as 82 patients were undergoing treatment at the Saloni Tea Estate Hospital and 172 patients were allowed to go home after medical advice.

Bodos dreaming of State again?

Guwahati: the ABSU has justified Bodo MP Sansuma Khunggwr Bwiswmuthiary's raising of the Bodoland statehood issue in Parliament recently, while deriding the Centre's contrasting policies for Bodoland and Telengana as "two-faced". It may be recalled here that the Kokrajhar MP has restarted the Bodo statehood issue in the current session of Parliament. The issue had been on the back-burner in the arena of national politics. Following the rekindling of the issue at the very beginning of the 14th Lok Sabha, the ABSU, which had supported Bwiswmuthiary's candidature, has now asserted that the Common Minimum Programme of the UPA Government at the Centre had mentioned the formation of Telengana State.

'It was like a black bindi on the bright sun':

Guwahati: "Its size struck me. It was like a black bindi on the bright Sun", said Tumpa Chanda, a class X student of Ankur Seminary, a school in the city. Thousands of people in the State on June 8 joined millions across the country to watch this rare celestial event- the transit of Venus like a black dot across the burning disk of the Sun. 

News on 9th June '04 

BTAD seeks Rs 152.94 cr budgetary support: 

Kokrajhar: The Bodoland Territorial Area District (BTAD) has sent a fresh budget of Rs 152,93,82,000 for clearance by the Central Government to carry out various developmental projects in the BTAD area for rapid economic growth. The BTAD administration has approved various projects and schemes to be completed in a phased manner for execution of various developmental activities. According to BTAD sources, 12 schemes will be taken up for execution in the first phase by the BTAD authority, while another 17 developmental schemes would be undertaken in the second phase. The schemes to be undertaken are link roads, bunds, irrigation projects, cold storage, etc., along with infrastructure development. 
Worm-infested lions land in city zoo 
DFO: we're treating the lions, they will be back to health: 
Guwahati: A local circus company on June 7 handed over seven worm-infested African lions to the State Zoo here after a Government ban on performances by wild animals made them keep the lions for long without any returns, officials said. "The lions were kept in small closures by the circus owners and needed immediate attention as they were dehydrated and infested with worms", Narayan Mahanta, DFO of state Zoo, said. He inspected the lions, seven females and male, at Chaygaon on June 6 where the Moonlight Circus was based and asked for their custody. 

Cachar tea workers threaten stir: 

Guwahati: The unrest in the tea garden community, which last erupted during the agitation for bonus late last year, has shifted to the Barak Valley, with tea workers in Cachar threatening to launch a massive agitation if the wages are not hiked to the mandatory rate fixed for the whole of Assam by the State Government. It may be mentioned here that the State Government had fixed Rs 48.5 as the uniform wage-rate for workers across the State, as far back as September 1, 2002. Tea estates in the Brahmaputra Valley pay their workers accordingly, but workers in the 200 gardens in the Barak Valley still get paid Rs 38 per day. The management of the estates had signed an agreement with workers' groups in 2003, under which the wage-rate had been pegged at Rs 42, but this was never carried out. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi had called a meeting of the managements and the workers unions in April this year, where it had been insisted that the fixed wages should be paid to the workers. However, with no move from the managements of the estates, the Cachar Tea Workers' Union have now demanded that the wage-rate be implemented by June 15, failing which a massive agitation will be launched. 

CPM for backward state devp fund, wants NE boost: 

Guwahati: CPI(M) Politburo member S R Pillai, who is on a visit to the State, said here today that his party would place a demand before the Union Government, which is being supported by the party from outside, to create a Backward State Development Fund like the Prime Minister's Natural Calamity Fund. Talking to media here, he said that the gap between the rich and poor states have widened and the Centre should give stress to develop the backward States like the north-eastern States. On the common minimum programme (CMP), the CPI (M) leader stated that the party had broadly agreed with the CMP, but lots of differences still exist. He further said that interest rates of Central loans were very high and for the rapid growth of the States, the rates should be reduced considerably. 

'NE militancy a national priority': 

Guwahati: The State and the rest of the North-east found only a passing mention in President APJ Abdul Kalam's address to the joint session of Parliament and, that too clubbed with Kashmir on the militancy issue. In a speech touching on 60 key issues, the President only mentioned that "the Government is determined to tackle terrorism, militancy and insurgency in the North-east as a matter of urgent national priority". No further elaboration was made on the issue. 

Arsenic in water: red alert in 3 Assam dists: 

Guwahati: Arsenic content has been found in the ground water in the districts of Dhemaji, Dhubri and Karimganj. The was revealed by Rural Voluntary Core (RVC), an NGO which has carried out extensive sampling of ground water in different areas of the three districts of Assam. Meanwhile, the state Government is carrying out its own sampling and testing to confirm the presence of this poisonous substance in the ground waters of Assam. Arsenic is a kind of slow poison which affects the central nervous system. Arsenicosis is essentially a chronic disease and there is a significant latency period before symptoms are developed. Medical experts say that high arsenic content in water may lead to perforations in the skin and may also lead to skin cancer. 

Rebel AGP MLAs: Majhi reserves decision: 

Guwahati: Speaker of the state Legislative Assembly Prithibi Majhi on June 7 heard arguments of both the AGP, and its dissident MLAs Ali Akbar Miah and Abdul Jabbar, on whether the complaint against them could be accepted or not. 

News on 8th June '04 

Free Nirmal Langthasa: KYO appeals to ULFA: 

Diphu: The Karbi Youth Organisation (KYO) has expressed its deep concern over the delay in release of Nirmal Langthasa from its captivity by the ULFA. Describing Nirmal as a young and upcoming tribal social worker from Halflong, the KYO urged the ULFA leaders to release him immediately. 
ONGC bandh off after assurance: 
Sivasagar: The 72-hour ONGC bandh called by All Assam Students' Union (AASU) and Joth Sangrami Manch, an organisation of NGOs and other student groups, was called off on the first day on June 7 following a written assurance that local people would be given preference during tender calls. AASU and the Manch had called for the bandh to protest against the alleged move by ONGC to call tenders from Maruti and Reliance companies for drilling operations. According to ONGC sources, its top assurance that the proposed tender for the two companies have been postponed and locals will be given preference following a discussion with Union Minister of State for Defence and local MP B K Handique. 
Gogoi opens school for deaf and dumb at Jorhat, promises Rs 5 lakh for hostel: 
Sivasagar: Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi inaugurated a school for deaf and dumb students here on June 5. During his speech, Mr Gogoi said that the State Government had donated Rs 15 lakh for the setting up of the school. He promised another Rs 5 lakh for the hostel of the school. The Chief Minister also inaugurated the computerization of land records, Jamabandi and digitization of cadastral maps at the court building here. 
Package for surrendered rebels soon, says Gogoi: 

Jorhat: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on June 6 said that a special package for surrendered ULFA militants will soon be sanctioned by the Centre. "There are at present more than 7,000 surrendered militants in the State and I am happy to announce that there will be a special rehabilitation package for them very soon", Gogoi told here. The Chief Minister said that during his recent visit to New Delhi Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh had assured him those who come forward to surrender will be rehabilitated. 
PWD fails to start construction works 
New SPs for BTC dists: 
Guwahati: After appointing deputy commissioners in the newly formed districts of the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC), the State Government will soon appoint new officers for the posts of superintendent of police. The BTC districts of Kokrajhar, Udalguri, Chirang and Basaka will have SPs who would take charge within a month, official sources say. Dr H U Choudhury will take charge as the SP of Baska shortly. 
Mayor wants more powers, change in law: 
Guwahati: Controversy has surfaced among the rank and file of the Guwahati civic body over the "insufficient executive power" of the Mayor in Council. However, changing the style of functioning of the Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) requires amendment of the GMC Act, sources said. In the last general body meeting held on May 31, the Corporation has proposed some modification of the existing Act, said the city Mayor Kushal Sharma. However, he refused to elaborate further. 
L & T flouts HC order on earth-cutting for Games stadium: 
Kamrup DC warns APCDC employees: 
Guwahati: The employees of the Assam Plantation Crops Development Corporation Ltd (APCDC) are helpless as construction and cement major L & T, with the aid of the direct intervention of the district administration, is involved in earth cutting at its land in Sarusajai here, for land filling at the main stadium for National Games 2005, without any prior information or permission of the Corporation. President of the APCDC Managers' Association, Sarad Rajkhowa, told on June 4 that the L & T was continuing cutting of land in spite of Gauhati High Court's order to maintain a status quo. 
BTC chief opens Chirang district: 
Kokrajhar: BTC chairman Hagrama Mahilary on June 4 inaugurated the newly formed Chirang district at a function at Kaliagaon, while the deputy chief of the Bodo administrative set-up, Chandan Brahma inaugurated the office of the Joint Director of Health in another function. 

Seized: US $1 m in Gossaigaon: 

Kokrajhar: In a sensational incident, Gossaigaon police on June 3 in the night seized US $ one million from the residence of one Simanta Sharma of Deoshali, Abhayapuri. 

News on 7th June '04 

City bridge collapse: engineer suspended: 

Guwahati: PWD Executive Engineer Ajay Pathak has been suspended on June 6 in connection with the collapse of the bridge at Pandu Ghat here on Friday, in which two persons died and four others sustained injuries. Earlier, the police had arrested assistant executive engineers Govind Singh and Anada Prasad Sarma for negligence of duty. 

No more secret jobs, new panel formed: 

Guwahati: Two years before its term is to end, the Tarun Gogoi-led Congress Government in Assam is working overtime to asses the exact number of vacancies lying in various departments in the state so as to fill them up soon. An eight-member committee, including Chief Minister's economic and financial advisor Dr Jayanta Madhab, is busy in streamlining the man management in various departments, which, according to the State Government, was thrown out of gear during the last AGP regime. 

Govt stays transfer of top cop who spoke his mind out: 

Guwahati: The Assam Government has stayed the transfer of IGP (OSD) A K Mallick, as quickly as it had come out with one, in the face of increasing criticism from different quarters and resentment expressed in police circles. Mallick was transferred May 27, hours after a high-level meeting, in which he spoke out against the 'systemic ills' prevailing in the Home Department which, he said, hampered the day to day functioning of the police department. The meeting was convened to discuss police reforms, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi along with Additional Chief Secretary S Kabilan and Home Commissioner B K Gohain were also present at the meeting. 

Drugs standardization: 500 may lose jobs: 

Guwahati: Drugs India is a local pharmaceutical house that has bagged as many as 20 national and two international awards. But on June 6, Drugs India is starting at an uncertain future. Along with it, at least 19 small scale pharmaceutical factories of the State, with a total work force of over 200, may have to down their shutters by the end of this year. This number is much more at the national level though. As the deadline for implementing the international standard in drugs manufacturing units is just six months away, over 16,000 small scale pharmaceutical units all over the country are on the verge of closure. The Union government amended the Drugs and Cosmetics Act in 2001 as per the GATT agreement and made it compulsory for the pharma units to implement the Schedule M of the amended Act to ensure international standards in drug manufacturing practices. 

Stamp racket: Cops ready portrait of kingpin: 

Guwahati: In a bid to trap the main accused in the stamp paper forgery case in the State, the CID branch of the Assam Police has prepared a portrait sketch of one Bikash Singh of New Delhi. The clueless Assam Police is trying to gather more information on Bikash. The CID would make the sketch available to the public so as to get any information whatsoever on him, police sources said. 

Assam all set to witness Venus' transit: Don't watch sun directly, use filters: experts 

Guwahati: Assam is all set to witness the transit of Venus, rare celestial event on June 8 which is occurring after a gap of 122 years. The entire transit will be visible from Europe, most of Africa, Middle East, and most of Asia. The Sun will slowly be setting while the transit will progress from Australia to Indonesia, Japan, Philippines, easternmost China and South-east Asia. Similarly, the sun will rise with the transit already in progress for observers in Western Africa, Eastern-north America, the Caribbean and most of South Africa. Dr R K Barman, Head of Science and Technology Division at the Assam Science, Technology and Environment Council (ASTEC) told that the Venus will pass across the disk of the sun, which will last for about six hours from 10.43 am to 4.56 pm on June 8. 

News on 6th June '04 

HS Arts and Com results on June 9:
Guwahati: The results of the Higher Secondary Examinations 2004- Arts and Commerce streams- would be declared on June 9, an Assam Higher Secondary Education Council release stated. The results will be out at 11 am in all district headquarters. The AHSEC office will remain closed on the day and no results would be published, the released added.
Patil apprised of security scenario in Assam:
Gogoi reiterates call for Punjab-type fence:
Guwahati: Better rehabilitation packages for surrendered militants, troop deployment along the border with Bhutan were some of the issues raised by the Assam Chief Minister during his meeting with Union Home Minister Shivraj Patil in New Delhi on June 5, according to official sources.
CRPF set to replace Army in Karbi Hills:
Guwahati: After the Centre's decision to deploy the CRPF in anti-insurgency operation, the force is all set to start independent operations in troubled Karbi Anglong soon. Unified command sources here said, the last Army unit operating in the hill district in the State would soon be withdrawn and its place taken by the CRPF within a month.
2 engineers suspended:
Guwahati: Two engineers have been arrested by the police in connection with 4th June's tragic incident in which two died and several labourers were seriously injured after the collapse of a concrete bridge near Pandu Temple Ghat in the city. Visiting the spot, PWD Minister Sarat Barkataki on June 5 said that the contractor of the bridge will be black-listed and culprits will duly punished. On the other hand, the AGP demanded that Mr Barkataki should take the blame and himself resign from his post.
Environment Day in city:
Guwahati: The World Environment Day was observed indifferent parts of the city June 5 by various organisations and institutions planting sapling and arranging painting and essay competitions for students with themes of environment. Coinciding with the day Cool Earth, a voluntary society for protection and preservation of environment, presented a memorandum to the Urban Development Minister Hem Prakash Narayan requesting a ban on nailing on trees, generally practised for hanging signboards or posters, which is a slow poison leading to the death of a tree.
AGP mulls new strategy on IMDT:
Guwahati: With the coming to power of a Congress-led government at the Centre, the IM(DT) issue has been pushed on the back-burner. However, the AGP is planning to take the issue to the grassroots in the State, after the party concluded during its recent review meeting that its performance in the Lok Sabha elections had been hamstrung by a misunderstanding between the minorities and the party.
News on 5th June '04 

HSLC results to be announced on June 8:
Guwahati: The results of the High School leaving Certificate (HSLC) / Assam High Madrasa (AHM) (both regular and private) examinations, 2004 will be announced on June 8 at 11 am in the selected distribution zones throughout the State.
Mahanta lobby eyeing Cong?:
Guwahati: With the sidelining of former Chief Minister Prafulla Mahanta and the ascent of Brindaban Goswami in the AGP power structure, Mahanta loyalists are now busy seeking out new political spaces for themselves, with some of them even said to be showing an inclination towards the Congress. Other pro Mahanta AGP leaders are reportedly debating setting up of a new political front, distinct from the Congress and the AGP, on the lines of what SP leader Mulayam Singh Yadav has created in UP. The proposed alliance will reportedly involve the ABSU, BJP and Mahanta's supporters, with hectic activities under way among the latter to devise ways and means.
City bridge collapses: 2 die
Guwahati: Suspected shoddy work by PWD contractors took two lives on June 4, with a bridge under construction collapsing on labourers working underneath, killing at least two and injuring four other. However, although two bodies have been recovered and four injured persons rescued, several more people could be trapped under the debris, according to eyewitness. The incident occurred at 3 p.m. near the Pandu temple Ghat beyond the Pandu Railway station, when an RCC bridge under construction, suddenly collapsed, killing Ramiz Ali (30) and Shaira Khatun (55), both construction workers, on the spot. Four others, Vijay Rai, Shamsher Ahmed, Samsuddin Shaikh and Pandura Begum, were pulled out of the debris alive. Two of the injured were later shifted to the GMCH, while the others are being treated at the Maligaon Railway Hospital.
Assam move to delink HS from degree colleges:
Guwahati: The Assam Higher Secondary Education Council (AHSEC) has suggested to the State Government to create an administrative set-up to look after the higher secondary classes and education. The suggestion is that in each of the colleges, a separate head for the higher secondary section be appointed who would report to the college principal. This could be the first step before the higher secondary section can be delinked from the degree colleges. The Education Department is looking for a solution to delink the higher secondary section as the University Grants Commission (UGC) has been asking the State Government to separate the plus two stage from degree colleges. Meanwhile, the National Assessment and Accreditation Council(NAAC) also asked most of the colleges in the State to delink the higher secondary stage from degree colleges before its next visit.
News on 4th June '04 

LS show: ministers wary over Gogoi's show cause: 

Guwahati: Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi's show cause notice to those ministers in whose Assembly constituencies the Congress Lok Sabha candidates could not lead over their rivals, has led to anxious moments for the ministers, with the ministry downsizing exercise lurking around the corner. Along with the show cause notice, the Chief Minister had also asked the ministers to explain why the party's performance had been so dismal in their constituencies, as well as to suggest measures to improve the performance in the Assembly elections in 2006. 

Land selling: transfers stayed: 

Guwahati: The transfer orders of nine mandals, in connection with the transfer of tribal lands in Sonapur to non-tribals, have been put on hold, since the Public Accounts Committee has said that transfer of the officials would jeopardise investigation into the controversial land transfers. With these mandals now staying put in their respective posts, there is much confusion in the public mind about contradictory transfer and stay orders issued one after the other. 

News on 3rd June '04 

Assam BJP top guns draw flak, nominations questioned: 
Guwahati: The two days last week when the State unit of the BJP met here to make a "post-mortem" of its Lok Sabha performance in Assam were the stormiest days that the party has faced in the State for some time. The crisis within the party has deepened with allegations of anti-party activities by some leaders. During the discussions on the shortcomings of the party strategy for the elections, the constituencies which came under the scanner were Tezpur, Guwahati, Dhubri, Lakhimpur, Silchar, Nagaon and Mangaldai, according to party sources. 

Entire Assam in e-post net: CPMG 

Guwahati: Did you know that entire Assam is under the e-post net? Yes, all the 23 districts in the State (including undivided Kamrup) has been covered by this unique communication mode. With the recent introduction of e-post by the Department of Post, a bridge has been created to fill the digital divide, between e-mail and normal postal mail. The aim is to provide the benefit of the revolutionary internet technology to all. 

News on 2nd June '04 

'A beautiful life has ended on June 1, she was an inspiration' 

Bardoloi leaves behind lyrics:

Guwahati: The Lady who believed that day breaks not with the burst of guns, but with the chirping of birds, is no more on June 1. Sahitya Akademi award winner and noted Assamese lyricist Dr Nirmal Prabha Bardoloi took her last breath at 5:20 this morning at the Dispur Poly Clinic following diabetic complications. She was 71 and survived by a daughter. Since early morning, well-wishers started flowing into Bardoloi's Gita Nagar residence in the city to pay their last tributes to this multifarious personality. Apart from the presence of a host of reputed persons from the field of art and culture, besides others, several ministers including Pradyut Bardoloi, Pranati Phukan, and Pankaj Bora visited the residence of Dr Bardoloi. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, who visited her residence around noon, said that the deceased would be given a State funeral. A procession with the body left her residence at 3:30 p.m., stopping at the All India Radio centre in Chandmari and in the Axom Xahitya Xabha Bhavan near Dighali Pukhuri. Then the cortege was led to the Nabagraha cremation ground. The self-made Bardoloi was the former president of Axom Xahitya Xabha in 1991. She believed that "literature has no caste or creed, but only the religion of humanity".

HS Science exams

Zero performance to cost affiliation:

Guwahati: The Assam Higher Secondary Education Council has decided to act tough against those higher secondary schools and colleges which saw poor performance in the science stream examinations, results of which were declared recently. It can be mentioned here that although the overall performance of the State this year is slightly better than that of the previous years, the performance of most of the higher secondary schools, including four in the heart of the city, are dismally low.

Rare artefacts make way to city museum:

Guwahati: The Gauhati Mueseum is getting spruced up with the arrival of hundreds of rare artefacts from across the North-east. Meanwhile, drawing from the experiences of the burglary at Shanti Niketan, the authorities here are setting up an array of hi-tech safety and security systems.

Assam letter to Bihar on train security:

Guwahati: Following the beating up of an Assamese youth at Katihar and the burning down of seven houses of people from Bihar in Barpathar in Golaghat, the State home Commissioner, in the telephonic discussion with the Bihar Chief Secretary, has requested complete security for trains to and from Assam passing through Bihar. A separate letter sent by the Assam government to the Bihar Government has also pointed out that if these security measures are not taken up, the possibility of retaliatory violence in Assam could not be ruled out, although the letter assures that the Assam Government has taken adequate precautionary steps to prevent such violence.

Sivasagar AASU threatens stir from June 1; ONGC defends revitalization plan

Employees gear up against ONGC policies:

Sivasagar: Even though the higher-ups of the Assam Asset of the ONGC have assured the people of the State, especially its workers, that there was no proposal to hand over or sell out any activity or operation the ONGC to any multinational company or other private company, various organisations, including even the ONGC Workers' Union, a recognised employees' association affiliated to the AITUC, the Assam Yuba Parishad (AYP), the youth wing of the AGP, the Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuba Chatra Parishad, Sivasagar unit of the All Assam Students' Union (AASU) have all threatened the authorities of the ONGC of massive agitation if they failed to abandon the alleged move to sell operations or part thereof of the ONGC to an MNC. Charging the ONGC of indulging in alleged anti-Assam policies, the Sivasagar district unit of the AASU demanded an official clarification in this regard and said, "Otherwise we will launch an agitation from June 1".

Bijoy: talks with rebels outside India possible sans conditions:

Jorhat: The United Progressive Alliance (UPA) Government at the Centre would not oppose the idea of holding talks with militant outfits of the State in a foreign country provided there are no preconditions set by the rebel groups. Union Minister of state for Defence and Parliamentary Affairs, Bijoy Krishna Handique, told newspersons at the Circuit House here on May 30 that he was of the view that the Government should try to hold talks with the rebel outfits in the third country if required. "In this age of the global village concept, holding talks in another country is not a problem and to find a peaceful solution, we are ready for it", he said. In his first visit to his constituency, after becoming a union minister, Handique said that there cannot be a solution to any problem without talks, and the new UPA Government is ready for the same with any militant outfit, provided they come forward for it.

BTAD approves Rs 13 cr for 24 heads:

Kokrajhar: The Bodoland Territorial Area Districts (BTAD) has approved Rs 13 crore Central fund for the year 2003-04 and 2004-05 to 24 various heads under the Council, sources in the BTAD said.

Tenders allotted without newspaper advertisements

Mangaldai PWD SE usurps powers of CE:

Mangaldai: At a time when the Congress-led State Government is celebrating the completion of three years in power, the Public Works Department (Roads) in Mangaldai, violating the existing rules, has involved itself in large-scale corruption and anomalies by cocking a snook at the much claimed "good governance" of the State Government. The failure on the part of the government to check and curb corruption, irregularities and mismanagement in the PWD here has been highly criticised by the citizens here. As alleged, the Superintending Engineer, PWD, Mangaldai Road Circle himself is behind these irregularities. According to sources, Government of Assam, vide an order No. DBA/BDAP/24/2003/14, dated November 5, 2003 had accorded administrative approval for implementation of construction of road from Golma to Kanpur via Bangalbari village under Udalguri development block during 2002-2003 under International Border Area Development Programme (Special Central Assistance) and approved an amount of Rs 10 lakh. Accordingly, the Chief Engineer, PWD (Roads) was to invite the tenders for allotment of the work as the Chief Engineer was the competent authority to do so. But, the Superintending engineer, PWD, Mangaldai Roads Circle, without obtaining any approval from the Chief Engineer, PWD (Roads) or without informing him, divided the work into two groups with Rs 4,81,063 for group No. 1 and Rs 4,55,730 for group No. II so that, instead of the chief Engineer, PWD (Roads), the superintending Engineer could allot the work.

Flight of faculty concerns academics: Shekhawat all praise for IITG's performance:

Guwahati: "Learning, knowledge and passion for excellence can be imbibed only through dedication, discipline and determination. Here in this IIT, I can see these attributes significantly visible", said Vice President Bhairon Singh Shekhawat, addressing the 6th convocation of IIT, Guwahati here on May 29. Even as Shekhawat was all praise for the Institute here for upholding the IIT tradition, Institute authorities voiced concern over the flight of the teaching faculty for greener pastures.

Salt Brook Academy, Dibrugarh:

Guwahati: Invites students of 2004 batch for attending a felicitation ceremony, to be held on June 5, '04 at 12-30 PM.

ABSU goes out to protect Manas:

Guwahati: Nearly a decade-and-a-half after the Bodo agitation had led to decimation of large swathes of the Manas National Park, the ABSU has now taken up cudgels against poachers in the Park, besides starting conservation measures in the area.

Handique talks tough on extremism: We've rebuilt Assam: Gogoi

Guwahati: The Congress government finally got around to celebrating three years in power, with a large public meeting at the Judges Field here on May 29. Presided over by Health Minister Bhumidhar Barman, the meeting was attended by almost all the ministers of the Tarun Gogoi government, besides APCC president Paban Singh Ghatowar and office bearers of the party. Addressing the gathering, the Chief Minister repeated his post-poll comments, declaring that the party's haul of nine seats indicated that his government continued to have the support and faith of the people of Assam. "We also performed well in the Panchayat elections, the civic elections and the district council elections", he remarked, while cautioning his partymen against complacency.

PAC study land-transfer issue in Sonapur:

Guwahati: The controversial issue of selling of tribal belt land under Dimoria block under Kamrup Metro district to non-tribals on May 29 saw the Assembly's Public Accounts Committee visiting Sonapur and neighbouring areas to assess the situation. The Committee met the people and different tribal bodies of the area and took video and audio recordings of the accounts given by the residents, according to official sources.

More connections by August: BSNL

Guwahati: Bharat Sanchar Nigam (BSNL) CMD VP Sinha on May 29 announced that additional one lakh telephone connections will be provided in Assam within August this year. Addressing media persons here last evening, the CMD further said that an additional 2.5 lakh new connections would be given by the end of 2005 in the north-eastern region. Answering a question, he said that the BSNL was expected to take a final decision within two months if the pre-paid cell-phone service could be introduced here. 

News on 1st June '04 

Set Nirmal Langthasa free: NGOs urge ULFA 

Haflong: Various social organisations and NGOs on June 1 appealed to the United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) for immediate and safe release of Nirmal Langthasa, who had been kidnapped by the outfit from Karbi Anglong district more than eight months ago. In a joint appeal, the NGOs and social workers said here that Nirmal had been picked up by the outfit when was in west Karbi Anglong to supervise work for the benefit of rural people.

Assam Govt, Railways conspire to sabotage Rs 1,500 cr Guwahati-Goalpara BG line project

People didn't agitate to have just 4 passenger trains!:

Goalpara: Was the 184 km-long Guwahati-New Bongaigaon broadgauge railway line (and along with it the Naranarayan Setu) constructed and commissioned for the movement of just four Up and Down shuttle trains from Guwahati to New Bongaigaon and a few goods trains every day? Was it for this small cause that the people of Goalpara district and Garo Hills relentlessly fought for since 1948? Was it for this reason that the nation had to dish out a massive investment of about Rs 1,500 crore on the building up of railway lines and the Naranarayan Setu? Will utilization of an invested amount of Rs 1,500 crore in such a fashion ever boost the much-strived for and much-desired economic development of the region? On the Government of Assam and Meghalaya, the less said the better. They have hardly done anything to improve the road connectivity with the railway stations so that people inhabiting the hinterland could reap maximum benefits from the new railway line. All these and such other relevant questions are now being increasingly asked by the people living in the dales and hills of the vast sprawling area compromising Goalpara district, Garo Hills of Meghalaya southern part of the Dhubri district and the south western areas of Kamrup since the commissioning of the B G Railway line in April 1998.

Gogoi moves Kyndiah with Assam woes - DONER Ministry to ensure timely funding of projects: 

Guwahati: DONER and Tribal Affairs Minister P R Kyndiah on May 31 said that his Ministry would ensure that funds were released to the north-eastern States timely and the schemes completed on schedule. Kyndiah gave this assurance when he called on Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi at the latter's residence here. Gogoi apprised Kyndiah of the various problems plaguing the State like floods and erosion, burgering insurgency-related expenditure, modernization of the police force, erosion problem of Majuli, hundred per cent reservation of jobs for locals in forth grades of Central government organisations and others. Gogoi also pressed for funding of self-help groups, initiation of work of the gas cracker project as well as expansion of East-West corridor to Ledo. The Chief Minister also urged that the ration of funds released for development schemes by the Centre should be changed from the present 75:25 to 90:10, besides reimbursing all expenditure related to law and order by the Centre.

Govt okays CVC plan on dist watchdogs:

Guwahati: The State government has decided to set up vigilance councils at district levels to check corruption at the grassroots level. However, at a time when the government has not taken any visible action against officers and higher-ups indicted on corruption charges, it is doubted whether this new move will have any concrete effect. The government's decision comes after the Chief Vigilance Commission (CVC) had recommended the setting up of such councils to decentralise the anti-corruption mechanism. The CVC, in a letter submitted to the government nearly six months ago, had pointed out that the involvement of citizens, social groups, public leaders and businessmen was necessary to continue any anti-corruption campaign.

Smaller tribes for renaming Karbi Anglong as Diphu:

Guwahati: The smaller tribes in the State have demanded a series of measures, including creation of autonomous regional councils to safeguard their rights and interests. In a recent memorandum under the banner of the Smaller Tribes human rights Organisation, which was submitted to the President, they said, an immediate change in the name of Karbi Anglong district is necessary with a view to maintain its multitribe character. They suggested the district should be named Diphu.

IGP Mallick transfer: paying the price for speaking truth?:

Guwahati: Resentment is brewing among the Assam Police personnel and officers as the State Government has issued an order transferring Assam-Meghalaya cadre IPS officer and IGP (OSD) AK Mallick to the Assam Police Housing Corporation Ltd. The State Government issued the order on May 27, immediately after a meeting on that day which was chaired by Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, where the IGP strongly raised the problems being faced by the Police department. The meeting was convened to discuss police reforms. It may be mentioned here that Additional Chief Secretary S Kabilan, Home Commissioner BK Gohain, and other senior officials were present at the meeting, where Mr Mallick, who was present on behalf of the Director General of Police, pointed out to some home truths of the Home department and described the problems faced by the Police Department.

AGP presses on with oil scam probe call:

Guwahati: The AGP has taken up cudgels once more against the Tarun Gogoi-led government on the crude oil theft scam, sending off missives to the Prime Minister and other Union Ministers, besides the leader of the Opposition and the Congress president, demanding their intervention for "an impartial inquiry".

Dutch agency to certify the fruits

Israel helps city's tribal farmers grow organic oranges:

Guwahati: On the eastern outskirts of the city, tribal farmers are growing organic oranges and lemons on what has been billed as the largest citrus farm in the entire country. And guess who's teamed up with the farmers to provide them technical support?- the Israelis. The "Organic Citrus Project", bankrolled by the NEC and overseen by the district administration, covers a massive 2,200 hectares in Dimoria and Sonapur. Tribals of the area, who own the land as well, have begun growing oranges on 1610 hectares, and lemons on nearly 600 hectares. 
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