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	News on 31st March '2003 

ULFA bomb expert gives up, recalls her daring exploits
Guwahati : The ULFA has received a major setback with the surrender of an explosive expert belonging to its 'Enigma Unit' Dwipamani Kalita alias Sima Biswas alias Moina before the Assam Police on 29th March.   An extraordinarily simple girl, she did not join the ULFA out of any desire to fight for its causes. A great academic future awaited Dwipamani Kalita after she passed her HSLC in first division with letter marks in two subjects, following it up with a first division in the Higher Secondary, also with letter marks. But all was not well on her partners, she was left to the care of her step mother, whose ill-treatment  was becoming unbearable day by day.

AGP, trade bodies back anti-VAT Bharat bandh
Guwahati : Former Assam Chief Minister and AGP leader Prafulla Kumar Mahanta on 30th March joined the Kamrup Chamber of Commerce and 36 other trade organizations in the State in their opposition to the State Government's move to implement Value Added Tax (VAT) in the State, saying that the VAT, in its present form, is not free from lapses, and its implementation would cause irreparable damage to the State and its economy.
The Kamrup Chamber of Commerce and 36 other trade bodies in the State have extended their support to the Bharatiya Udyog  Vyapar Mandal-sponsored two-day Bharat bandh from 31st March in protest against the Government's move to implement VAT.

AIDWA presses for new food policy for NE region
Guwahati : The All Indian Democratic Women's Association (AIDWA) has demanded that the Centre and the State Government adopt a new food policy for the north-eastern region. This demand comes in the backdrop of women and children in Bodo-dominated and tea garden areas having to face acute food shortages, leading to deterioration in the health and working capacity of the people.

3 militants shot dead
Guwahati : An ULFA and three NDFB cadres were killed by the troops of the Red Horns Division of the Army in Tamulpur area. While an ULFA cadre was shot dead at Jatiabangra in the wee hours on 30th March, two NDFB militants were shot dead at Habdizabdi, 5 km from Kumarikata at 2 a.m. on March 29. Two others managed to escape.

News on 30th March '2003
Assam tea labourers lagging far behind in education : report 

Guwahati : The condition of people working in the tea gardens of Assam have only received due attention during times of crisis. The occasional agitations for higher wages, better working and living conditions have often been met with stoic silence on the part of the estate owners. Added to it is the fact that the community itself is in ferment because of the lack of opportunities. It is indeed telling that in the twenty-first century, when the government has initiated efforts to realize the goal of universal primary education, almost one third of the children in the 6-12 age group in the plantations have never to school.

Lawyers' Association holds legal awareness meet at Athgaon
Guwahati : A legal aid- literacy and awareness camp was organized by the Lawyers Association, Guwahati at village Athgaon situation under Kamrup police station and constituency of Kamrup district on March 22 with the cooperation from the people of surrounding villages such as Sanapur, Raipat, Kalakuchi, Pani Tema, Borka, Dalong Bawajani, Athgaon, Khudra Chesha, Kusumpur, Bhehpar, Choradhara Guiya, Singra, Barshal, Ukhura, Noihati Palowa etc. of Kamalpur constituency with the support and assistance from central legal aid services authorities and chairman, Mr D G Agarwalla, judge of the Gauhati High Court. 

Jute diversification through NGOs
The National Centre for Jute Diversification (NCJD), a promotional wing for development of jute under the Ministry of Textiles, Government of India laid stress on participation of NGO's for jute diversification in Assam.

While addressing the representatives of different NGO's participated in an awareness workshop on 'Jute Diversified Products' held at Hotel Landmark, Guwahati on March 22 last, Ms Manjula Singh, consultant of NCJD, Kolkata said that NGO's can play a vital role in providing employment and income generation for rural people specially for women, by establishing training-cum-production centre in the State for which NCJD would provide financial assistance. 

News on 29th March '2003
Barman admits Medical College land encroachment 

Guwahati :Dismal services being rendered by doctors and other medicos in various hospitals and medical colleges in the State always draw criticism from various circles in the State, including the Assembly House. The reason for which Assam Health Minister Dr Bhumidhar Barman came under scathing attack from the Opposition in the Assam Legislative Assembly on 28th March was not the quality of medical services being rendered in the State, but the encroachment of vast areas of land of the State- Assam Medical College, Dibrugarh, Guwahati Medical College and Silchar Medical College. 

Food inspectors' delinquency in State irks Health Minister
Guwahati : Health Minister, Mr Bhumidhar Barman on 28th March acknowledged that the high-handedness of the food and health inspectors is getting beyond control.

He said that the public at large is cynical about their functioning. While replying to a question by the AGP MLA, Girindra Nath Barua in the Assembly on 28th March, Mr Barman said that there are 54 inspectors with the Health Department. He said that between 1999-2002, these inspectors collected 5,792 samples for testing from various establishments and out of those, 538 inspectors should collect samples of items imported into the State from the deputy commissioners of various districts to keep a tight leash on the adulteration in the food items. 

Opposition raps Gautam Roy for inaction against corruption in Dept
Guwahati : The Opposition in the State Assembly on 28th March poured invective on the Social Welfare Department and the minister concerned, Mr Gautam Roy .

Opposition members on 28th March expressed serious concern over the ever-increasing accusation against the working of the Social Welfare Department and wanted the minister to clarify on issues pertaining to the Department.

Anti-IM(DT) yatra evokes response, claims BJP
Guwahati : The Assam State BJP on 28th March said that the Janajagaran Rath Yatra launched in the State against infiltration of illegal immigrants and the IM(DT) Act has been able to generate massive response. 

Assam's flood control fund utilization very poor : CAG
Guwahati : Annually ravaged by floods, Assam has got a very poor record of utilization Central funds thereby multiplying problems of the lakhs of victims who are rendered homeless every year.

A review of the flood control measures undertaken by the State Government revealed that while poor financial condition activities, the funds provided by the Centre for the purpose could not be utilization in full and reimbursement obtained. 

Time and venue matter much to book lovers : Saikia
Guwahati : "The Guwahati Book Fair is accustomed to the air and water of the Judges' Field only," said C.P. Saikia, organizer of the first Guwahati Book Fair and former secretary of the Publication Board, Assam. This has been proved a painful truth on the sports ground of Assam Engineering Institute in Chandmari where the 17th Guwahati Book Fair is on. The Book Fair is really missing the huge flow of people, as it used to have in the previous years. 

Assam in no hurry to implement VAT
Guwahati : The State Government on 28th March decided not to implement VAT from April 1. Government said that the State Government has been able to take this decision following the foot steps of many other States in the country who have decided to postpone the implementation of VAT from April 1. The Government was under pressure from various trade and business lobbies to postpone VAT implementation in the State.  

News on 28th March '2003 

Bangla for expansion of trade with Assam 

Guwahati : The Bangladesh Government has proposed to open up trade with Assam through Sylhet district in that country through a joint endeavor of the chambers of commerce of Sylhet and Assam.

Bangladesh Secretary of Ministry of Commerce Suhel Ahmed who had a meeting with Assam Chief Minister and top State Government officials on 26th March, called for more interaction between Bangladesh authority and Assam to increase the volume of trade and commerce development on both sides of the border. 

Rural development schemes Centre asked to procure rice from State
Guwahati : The State Government has requested the Centre to procure the rice required under the rural development schemes from the State itself. This was disclosed by the Minister of State for Rural Development, Sri Ripun Bora.

Replying to the debate on the cut motions on the demand for grant for Panchayat and Rural Development, Sri Bora said in the State Assembly on 27th March that the Chief Minister has been putting pressure on the Centre for changing the funding pattern of the rural development scheme. He said that at present, the Centre provides 75 per cent fund of the rural development schemes, while the balance amount is to be paid by State government. Considering the financial position of the State, the Centre provide 90 per cent of the fund, he added. 

AASAA skeptic over BTC agreement
Guwahati : The All Adivasi Students' Association of Assam (AASAA) has voiced its skepticism over the protection assured to the non-Bodos in the BTC agreement. The student body fears that once the BTC comes into effect, the non-Bodos will be marginalised in the Bodo territories and their interests jeopardised.

The AASAA gave voice to their fears during a meeting with Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on 26th March, AASAA organising secretary David Horo told. The AASAA has demanded that the agreement on BTC be scrapped to protect the interests of the non-Bodo population, Horo informed. 

Kerosene black-marketing hits rural people hard
Guwahati : Black-marketers are making the hay as acute short-supply of kerosene oil hits the State. The matter raised concern in the State Assembly on 27th March.

Members from both the ruling Congress as well as Opposition parties on 27th March expressed concern during the Question Hour that kerosene oil was being sold at Rs 20 to 30 per litter in the black market all over the State while hawkers engaged by the State government have failed to supply the item to the consumers particularly in village areas at government approved rate. 

State fiscal reforms yet to pick up
Guwahati : Though the State government signed an agreement with the Centre for fiscal reforms on January 13, 2000, the same has not yet been properly implemented. The Controller and Auditor General of India (CAG), in its report which was tabled in the State Assembly on 27th March, pointed out that the programme for downsizing the departments did not materialise, while, the State government also failed to fulfil its commitments relating to the public sector units. 

News on 27th March '2003 

Al clears doubts, announces flight schedule to Bangkok
Guwahati : In its endeavor to promote trade and tourism between the North-east and the rest of the world, Air India announced its summer schedule of the Mumbai-Bangkok flight starting from March 30.

According to an Air India release, effective from April 2 every Wednesday Flight AI-352 will be operating from Mumbai to Bangkok via Kolkata and Guwahati. The flight departing Mumbai at 7.50 a.m., would reach Kolkata at 10.20 a.m. The flight would leave Guwahati for Bangkok at 1.45 p.m. and reach the destination at 6 p.m. The flight, according to the release, would also provide connections to in-bound traffic from the USA, the UK and Gulf over Mumbai.

Tea gardens sold keeping Govt in dark; issue rocks House
Guwahati : A large number of tea garden owners have been flouting the State Government's directives on selling out gardens and changing owners. The owners have been buying or selling gardens and also changing owners without the consent of the Government, thereby depriving a huge revenue to the State. The State Government officials also come to know of the transactions much later. On the other hand, no action has been initiated by the Government against the erring tea management. 

Prevent cultural invasion by West, cries Assam House
Guwahati : The Assam Assembly on 26th March witnessed a different debate -one on the State's cultural scenario. The members of the House, cutting across party lines during a cut motion expressed anguish and shock over the continuous onslaught on the Assamese culture by Western culture.

Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi said that he had requested the Centre for setting up a regional centre of the National Museum in Guwahati. He also said that the State Government is taking steps to improve arts and culture in the State.

Barnali rape case hearing begins
Guwahati : The first hearing of the rape and murder case of eight-year-old Barnali Deb began at the Kamrup session court of Justice H. Baruah on 26th March. Ms Deb of Dharmanagar, Tripura, had been raped and killed on the fateful night of July 13, 2002, when she had had to halt in the waiting room of Network Travels in the city along with her parents and a two-and-a-half-year-old sister.

Two accused- Bishnu Prasad Sinha, a chowkidar, a Network Travels and Putul Bora, a handyman of NR Travel -appeared before the court on 26th March. 

Private parties likely to maintain Assam House
Guwahati : Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi informed the House on 26th March that his Government was planning to the hand over the responsibility of maintenance of guest houses, circuit house, etc., to the private sector, and the Assam House in Shillong to the joint sector. The Chief Minister said this in his response to Opposition members' allegation in the House on 26th March that the circuit houses and Assam houses are not in good condition. The Opposition members also alleged that the allocation of rooms in the Assam Houses and circuit houses was being done without following any rules. "Officials in the Assam Houses and circuit houses give importance only when ministers and other VIPs happen to be guests," they alleged. 

Form panel on river networking : AGP to CM
Guwahati : An Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) delegation led by party president Brindaban Goswami on 26th March met Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, and requested him to constitute a commission to look into the problems that might arise for Assam if the Centre goes ahead with its move to network the rivers of the nation. Mr Goswami requested the Chief Minister to prepare a scientists' report on the probable problems if the Brahmaputra is connected with other rivers of the nation. 

Thakur for development of SMC
Guwahati : Union Minister for Development of North Eastern Region (DONER) Dr C.P. Thakur stressed the need for the development of Silchar Medical College (SMC) since it is located in the border, and rendering services to patients of neighbouring states Tripura and Mizoram. He met the Principal of the College, Dr M.N. Deka on 25th March. The Union Minister also met Cachar Deputy Commissioner regarding the problems of the college.

News on 26th March '2003 

HC turns down pleas of check gate lessees 

Guwahati : A division bench of the Gauhati High Court comprising Justice D. Biswas and Justice Amitava Roy today disposed of two writ petitions filed by lessees of check gates and parking lots against the judgment of a single judge bench comprising Justice I.A. Ansari of the court which had quashed the Guwahati Municipal Corporation (settlement of lease of check gates, parking places, markets etc.) Bye Laws, 1997. The single judge bench had also quashed the settlement order which had been granted by the GMC on March 31, 2002 in favour of the lessees to run check gates/parking lots in a write petition field by one Md Zakir Hussain.

Konwar wants ASEB monopoly to go
Guwahati : The Assam State Electricity Board and its workings came in for scathing criticism in the Assembly on 25th March where both the members of the Opposition and the Treasury Bench, including the Power Minister himself, showed remarkable degree of unanimity in condemning the Board. The issue came up during the cut motion in the Assembly.

The State Power Minister, Mr. Devananda Konwar said that he was mulling an Assam Electricity Bill 2003 in the Assembly to do away with the monopoly of the ASEB performance in the transmission and administrative front has been far from impressive. 

Wheel of anti-IM(DT) rath of BJP rolls
Guwahati : The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on 25th of March started its repeal IM (DT) and stop infiltration campaign in Assam flagging off a janajagaran rath yatra simultaneously from four places - Karimganj, Jonai, Sadia and Dhubri- where thousands of people participated.  

13 deported in 2 years !
Guwahati : The Assam Government on 25th of March denied the IM(DT) Act was throwing a spanner in the works of the Government in detecting and deporting illegal immigrant in Assam.

In a written reply to a question by the AGP MLA, Mr. Girindra Barua, the Assam Accord Implementation Minister, Mr Pankaj Barua said that in the last two years from January 2001to January 2003, the Assam Government had detected 1,136 infiltrators and had been 'successful' in deporting 13 of them. Of these, the maximum cases of detection have been in Nagaon where 831 illegal migrants have been detected but none of them have been deported. In Tinsukia and Dibrugarh, 52 and 43 illegal migrants have been identified respectively, but only one has been deported.

Bora's cup of woes spills over
Guwahati : The State Education Minister, Mr Pankaj Bora's cup of woes with his Department seems to be spilling over as Legislators, cutting across party lines, on 25th March rapped the Department in no uncertain terms. 

AASU discussion with teachers' bodies. 

Guwahati : The All Assam Students Union wants to hold a discussion with the leader of the concerned teachers association to solve the problem of in the HS practical examinations.

The Students Union will also hold discussions with the leaders of the Assam College Teachers Association, Assam college Principals Association, Assam Higher Secondary Schools coordinators Commission etc., on 25th of March. 

'VAT is a simple and transparent system of taxing final consumption'
Guwahati : A seminar on VAT (Value Added, Tax) was organized here recently under the auspices of Guwahati Motor Parts Traders Association, Guwahati at Assam Maheswari Bhawan, stated a press release. Mr B K Chakrabarti, I.A.S. Commissionar of Taxes Assam, speaking on the occasion highlighted the basic features of VAT system. The Commissioner said that the VAT is a simple and transparent system of taxing final consumption and was in force in a number of countries in the world.

PLP demands compensation for eviction-hit
Guwahati : The Purbanchaliya Loka Parishad has expressed deep resentment over the eviction drive held in the month of June, last year and Governments' silence over the matter of compensation.

PLP leader Rajkumar Baishya demanded the Government to give compensation for the total loss of property of the people. The PLP leaders threatens to build up a agitation if the Government does not take any step to provide compensation for the loss of property of the innocent people.

NF Railway observes World TB Day
Guwahati : NF Railway observed the World Tuberculosis Day with a two-day programme on March 20 and 21, stated a press release.

The basic aim of the programme was to create awareness amongst common people about the disease so that it can be easily identified and treated. In this connection, a training programme which was attended by doctors and paramedical staff of the Central Hospital and different health units on "Revised National Tuberculosis Control Programme" (RNTCP), was organized at the Central Hospital. In his presidential speech, Dr SL Majumdar, Medical Director, Central Hospital, Maligaon has explained the importance, necessity and involvement of the Railway Health Services System to this National Health Programme. Dr KK Senlaskar, chief staff Surgeon, NF Railway also spoke on the occasion. Dr Hiranmoy Paul, Senior Divisional Medical Officer of chest clinic, Central Hospital, Maligaon conducted the training programme.

Senior citizens demand 100 per cent jobs for locals
Guwahati : The Guwahati Senior Citizen`s Association has demanded that hundred per cent reservation of jobs for local candidates registered in the Employment Exchange must be made and for this purpose the CNV Act (Compulsory Notification of Vacancies Act) should be suitably amended . Speaking to news persons on 21st March in a press meet here, Dhirendra Nath Chakravarty, member of GSCA, said that the status of unemployment in Assam is awfully volatile and self employment schemes must be encouraged by proper orientation in the curriculum of both education and training .The Association suggested that Assamese should be introduced to the non-Assamese medium schools in Assam and Political intervention in the process of recruitment of teachers must not be allowed. It expressed serious concern over the manner in which private English medium schools have been proliferating in the State at the cost of vernacular medium schools. 

News on 25th March '2003 

BJP's Assam yatra begins today, top guns coming
Guwahati : Amidst heavy security, the BJP's "Janajagaran Rath Yatra" kicks off tomorrow from four corners of the State. The Yatra to be taken out from Sadiya, Jonai, Dhubri and Karimganj will culminate at a massive rally in Guwahati on April 7th, that would be addressed by BJP national president M Venkaiah Naidu and Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra Modi. 

Law enforcement in Assam : requisition vehicles, don't pay !
Guwahati : Depression grips a group of educated-mostly unemployed-youths as they are yet to get Rs 31,000 for their two Tata Sumo taxis requisitioned by the Army even after a year and two months have passed from the date of requisition. They have made all the formal efforts but in vain. Motivated by the spirit of self employment, 32 youths formed a cooperative society under the name of Gana Mancha Carriage and Tour Operators' Cooperative Society Limited with its office at Kanwachal Path, Silpukhuri, Guwahati and they started business from November 2001. In January and February 2002, one of their vehicles was requisitioned for 14 days by the district authority at Silchar for the use of the Army at Siber Post. Another car was requisitioned for twice from September 4 to 19 and again from November 11 to 14, 2002 for the use of 18 Bn Sikh Regiment, Kamalpur. In both cases they submitted their bills immediately after the requisition period was over, but are yet to get the payment.

ULFA's mobile hideout busted in Nalanga Hill
Guwahati : The troops of Red Horns Division of the Army busted a mobile hideout of the ULFA atop Nalanga Pahar, 6 Km from Darka in Kokrajhar district in the wee hours today. According to a PIB release, the troops reached the spot when three ULFA cadres were planning to srikes on or before 7th of April, the outfit's raising day. Soon an encounter started, but the militants managed to flee taking the advantage of the darkness. The jawans recovered a AK-47 magazine with 23 live rounds, 300 gm explosive materials, a detonator, 1 Kg urea, four pencil cells etc. from the hideout.

News on 24th March '2003
Assam Nepalis raise voice, threaten to seek council
Guwahati : Assam`s 25 lakh Nepalis have raised their voice to press for their rights. The All Assam Gorkha Student`s Union today demanded that the Nepali community be included in the 'special protected class' under article 15, (clause 4) of the constitution. Speaking to the media here, Bhaskar Dahal, president, AAGSU said that if the Government does not concede to their demand for 'special protected class', they would further intensify their campaign and demand for an Autonomous Council. 

UPDS awaits Delhi`s call for talks
Guwahati : The pro-talk faction of the United People's Democratic Solidarity (UPDS) has warned the Centre that it would not hesitate to go back to the jungles if the Government does not change its dilly-dallying tactics in finding a peaceful solution to its problems through political dialogue.

Talking to newsman at Telehor in the west Karbi Anglong, where the outfit observed its 4th raising day on 22nd of March in the presence of over 100 armed cadres, villagers and students, UPDS chairman Longsodor Senar and general secretary Horensing Bey said that they were in favour of a peaceful solution to their demands, but the Centre should take initiative is that direction . " We won't hesitate to go to the jungle again if the Centre continues to delay efforts in finding a negotiated settlement to our demands". Senar said adding that the villagers and the students were invited to attend the outfit's raising day to bring about a awareness on the Karbi's right to 'self-determination'.

News on 23rd March '2003
Oil security reviewed, Assam Police divides State into 4 zones
Guwahati : After the recent series of ULFA attacks on oil installations in upper Assam, the Assam police on 22nd of March divided the State into four security zones and vested the security responsibility to three Inspectors General of Police (IGPs) and an Additional DGP.

The meeting, which was attended by top officials of the IOC, OIL, ONGC, Assam Gas Company Ltd., DCs and SPs of districts having oil installations and others, decided to intensify the security measures involving the public more through village defence parties (VDPs). The meeting also decided to create buffer zones for security. Assam DGP, Hare Krishna Deka, presided over the review meeting at the police headquarters here. 

Check gates gone, prices still high
Guwahati : Following the High Court order on ban of GMC check gates, the people in the State had heaved a sigh of relief. But, a week has elapsed and there has been no respite for the consgumers who are still forced to pay much higher prices for commodities.

When the check gates were terminated, it was believed that the truckers will charge less freight charges than before. But, now the business community is blaming the high parking and loading and unloading fees for the high prices. 

Assamese hunter, US rifle & rogue elephants...
Guwahati : Sitting in the portico at his home in the city, Dinesh Choudhury cleans up his American-make rifle, a o.458 bore Winchester Magnum. The 59 year old hunter had used this weapon to kill five wild Asiatic elephants in the past seven years after the panchyderms were declared as 'rogue' by wildlife authorities.

Once again, Choudhury has been ordered to shoot down two tusk-less makhnas or male elephants by this month-end after they went on a rampage in northern Assam, killing at least eight people, besides feasting on crops and bringing down hutments.

News on 22nd March '2003
6th Schedule : revision draft sent to Delhi, BLT body soon
Guwahati : It has been more than a month since the Bodoland Territorial Council deal was signed. Still, major issues in the deal like the scrapping of the Bodoland Autonomous Council, formation of the Interim BTC Council and the surrender of arms and ammunition by the cadres of the Bodo Liberation Tigers are yet to be implemented on the ground.

The ball is now in the Centre`s court as it has to amend the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution to have the BTC actually take shape. On its part, however, the Assam Government has sent to the Centre the draft regarding the amendment of the Sixth Schedule, expressing its views on the matter, and awaiting New Delhi`s nod. 

Rally today, fans wait to see India lift cup - City behind Team India
Guwahati : The colours of Holi have started fading, but blue seems to just stick on, not necessarily on the clothes one may have donned while playing Holi, but certainly in the mind. Blue, after all, is the colour of team India, which could well hold that coveted Cricket World Cup aloft on Sunday.

If cricket fever is sweeping India, Assam can`t be an exception. Fans in Guwahati too are geared up to watch the finals, that`s less than 48 hours away. "I am realy excited and keeping my fingers crossed. I want to see India beat the Aussies and snatch the cup", said Nihasha, a class x student at the St. Mary`s Convent here.

BIEO detects tax evasion of Rs 50 cr
Guwahati : Tax evation amounting to Rs 50 crore was detected by the Bureau of Investigation, Economic Offences (BIEO) for the year 2002-2003 in Assam. The organizations involved includes Indian Oil Corporation (IOC), Oil India Limited (OIL), some tea gardens, cement companies etc. Steps have been taken to realize the dues.

The IGP BIEO G. Bhuyan and SP B.P. Gupta have said that for the first time, the BIEO has detected tax evasion in IOC, OIL and the tea gardens. According to BIEO sources, the department has detected a tax evasion of Rs 35,90,00000 from IOC Digboi, Rs 10,48,46,000, fro OIL Duliajan, from Barak Velly Cement Company, Badarpur, Rs 2,20,37,000, from Nilpur Tea Garden, Biswanath Chariali, Rs 42,97,000, from Vinay Cement Ltd., Umrangsoo Rs 4,79,000 and from BEE GEE Enterprises, Fancy Bazar Rs 6,54,000. 

Liquor at tea stalls : HC notice to State Govt
Guwahati : A Guwahati High Court bench comprising Chief Justice P Naolekar and Justice Amitabh Roy today issued a show cause notice to the Assam Government and the Excise Commissioner as to why licences to sell wine at tea stalls and pan vendors should not be quashed. The Bench while admitting a PIL filed by a High Court advocate Mr. R.P. Sharma, asked the State Government to reply within 21-days to the show cause notice. It may be mentioned that the Excise Department was planning to allow tea stalls and pan vendors to sell wine from their establishments in order to augment revenue in the State exchequer, which drew wide criticism from all sections of the society.

News on 21st March '2003
Follow ideals of Kanaklata, Mukunda : Sinha
Guwahati : Governor, Lt. Gen (Retd) S K Sinha on 20th March made an appeal to follow the ideals of the martyrs like Kanaklata Baruah and Mukunda Kakaty, who laid down their lives to make the Country free, for the purpose of building a peaceful, prosperous Assam.

The Governor was giving away the Kanaklata Baruah and Mukunda Kakaty Awards for 2002-2003 to renowned Sarbodaya worker Smt Hem Bharali and renowned singer Smt Dipali Barthakur respectively, at a function at the Rabindra Bhawan on 20th March. 

Guwahati Book Fair begins today
Guwahati : Making a departure from its usual venue and schedule, the 17th Guwahati Book Fair organised by Publication Board, Assam Engineering Institute playground on 21st March.

Attributing this departure to the series of events taking place at the Judges` Field, especially the Indian Road Congress session, Education Minister Pankaj Bora on 20th March told newsman that efforts have been made to ensure that from next year onwards the fair sticks to its original venue and timing. 

Move to privatise cancer institute opposed
Guwahati : The Staff committee of the Dr. B Barooah Cancer Institute today strongly opposed the reported move of the Central government to privatise the Institute. The Staff Committee in a release here on 20th March said that they had been demanding that the Institute should be taken over by the Centre. As per clause 17 of the Assam Accord, the Institute should be developed into a national cancer institute. A tripartite agreement was signed between the Assam Government, North Eastern Council and the Department of Atomic Energy. 

World Consumer` Rights Day observed
Guwahati : With a view to enhance awareness of consumers` rights, Guwahati Refinary observed the World Consumers` Rights Day on March 15 with a talk by consumer activist and ex-president of Grahak Suraksha Santha Sri Deven Dutta, stated a press release.

Sri Dutta, presently adviser to the Consumers` Forum of the North East, in his speech elaborated on the consumer movement in India and dwelt on the responsibilities of employees of the public sector undertakings towards customers. Sri Dutta also spoke on the expectations of the consumer of the petroleum industry.

Guwapex 2003 from 21st March
Guwahati : Guwahati Postal Division , in Association with Guwahati Philatelic Society is organising Guwapex 2003 an exhibition cum-workshop on philately at Vivekananda Kendra on March 22 and 23, according to a press release issued by the Sr Superintendent of Post Offices, Guwahati Division.

The highlights of the two-day exhibition will be philatelic quiz and letter writing contest among school students upto class xii.Sri T G Baruah, chairman of the Assam Tribune Pvt. Ltd. will be the chief guest at the inaugural ceremony on March 22nd at 10.30 am.

News on 20th March '2003
Accused disappear, cases linger, cops lose cat-and-mouse game...
Guwahati : Murder accused usually do the vanishing trick court cases linger and the police is generally the loser in the cat-and-mouse game of tracking down killers. This unfortunately is true in a number of murder investigations by the Assam Police in recent times. 

NGO demands repeal of Armed Forces (SP) Act
Guwahati : At a discussion on "Women in Armed Conflict Situation" at the Vivekananda Kendra in the city on 19th March, the North East Network that organized the meet, said that the centre must immediately repeal the Armed Forces Special Powers Act. The discussion was based on a study concentrated on collecting secondary materials from the states of Assam, Manipur and Nagaland. 

From salt to clothes, price rise in State alarming
Guwahati : The Congress Government among its other failures has also failed to keep a check on the prices of essential commodities. The consumers are forced to pay exorbitant rates charged by the grocers and shopkeepers as they are no determining rules for rates. The Government has taken no steps in checking them.

According to official sources, the prices of certain commodities ranging from salt to clothes rose from 0.4 per cent to a whopping 35 per cent during a period of six months last year. Despite claims by the Government that the prices of certain commodities have gone down, in actual the consumer is still buying them at the old rates. The business commodities declines to sell the items at the reduced prices, especially in retail.

News on 19th March '2003
Science Congress to organize awareness prog from 17th March
Guwahati : The Indian Science Congress Association, in collaboration with Institution of Engineers (India), Assam State Centre, Guwahati and ISCA regional chapter, Guwahati has organized a series of programme relating to science awareness and popularization programme in the North-east in a phased manner in different parts of the State. 

Sowing of seedling begins with enthusiasm in Dibrugarh
Guwahati : The sowing of seedlings of 'Boro' and 'Aahu' corps was formally started by villagers of Bokahola of Dibrugarh district with joy and enthusiasm recently.

The process was formally inaugurated by Mr Nagen Borthakur, president, Zilla parishad Dibrugarh. Inaugurating the programme, Mr Borthakur appreciated the initiative taken under 'Project Prahari' for imbibing the sprit of community work which will go a long way to uplift the economic condition of the villages here. Mr Chandra Kanta Sarmah, president Khowang Thana Committee expressed his satisfaction for the sincere and active participation of villagers in community work and said that this would act as a path finder for bringing light to the economically backward villagers of the district. 

Emphasis on vocational training in Assam prisons
Guwahati : The key elements of the objectives of prison administration of Assam are (i) Safe custody (ii) Humane care and (iii) Correction (Reformation) and Rehabilitation. In keeping with these broad objectives, the prison department of Assam has been making constant and vigorous endeavours to provide all possible opportunities and avenues for the vocational training of the prisoners as well as for their physical fitness and mental well-being.

News on 18th March '2003
Bamtech-2003 concludes
Guwahati : The three-day Bamtech 2003 concluded on 13th March at Guwahati. The bamboo technology seminar was organized by the Cane and Bamboo Technology Centre, Guwahati, in collaboration with the Department of Science and Technology, UNIDO and UNDP, stated a press release. The seminar was attended by about 270 delegates from India and abroad, representing various national and state governments, international agencies, academia, science and technology institutions, entrepreneurs, individuals, NGOs and numerous other stockholders having interest in preservation, growing and economic utilization of bamboos. A total of 30 technical papers were presented. The tone of the seminar was set by the inspiring address of the Chief Ministers of Assam and Mizoram, Dr George B Assaf, Regional Director, UNIDOI, New Delhi and Mr S. Chatterjee, Department of Science and Technology, Government of India and Dr Jayant Madhab, ex-director of ADB. 

34th Raising Day of CISF observed
Guwahati : The Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) unit IOC, Guwahati Refinery unit celebrated the 34th Raising Day of CISF on March 10 with traditional fervour and enthusiasm, stated a press release. Three contingents of CISF officers and men participated in the march past along with band party provided by the 4th Assam Police Battalion. Mr J P Guharay, General Manager, IOC Guwahati Refinery, was the chief guest and many senior dignitaries were present to witness the parade. Ms Harneet Brar, Deputy Commandant of the Unit welcomed the Chief guest and others. In the evening CISF organized a cultural programme in which CISF personnel and their wards participated. This was followed by a barakhana. Guests included officers of IOC Management, district police officials, CISF officers and other dignitaries. 

NHFDC helps disabled persons to progress
Guwahati : The National Handicapped Finance and Development Corporation (NHFDC) was incorporated by the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India on January 24, 1997, as a non-profit company under Section 25 of the Companies Act, 1956. It is wholly owned by Government of India with an authorised share capital of Rs 400 crore, stated a press release.

News on 17th March '2003
ULFA blows up bus, 6 killed, 55 hurt
Guwahati : In an unprecedented attack, suspected ULFA rebels blew up a crowded bus through a land mine explosion in western Assam's Goalpara district around 3.45 p.m. on 16th March, killing at least six people and injuring 55 others, the police said.

"We are surprised that the ULFA had targetted the passenger bus. A CRPF vehicle also arrived the scene from the opposite direction around the same time. But, the passenger bus took the whole impact of the explosion," Goalpara Superintendent of Police G.M. Chowdhury said by telephone. A top police official here said the CRPF vehicle may have been the actual target.

The overcrowded bus (NO. AMP 893), ferrying passengers from Goalpara to the nearby village of Kaljani, was hit by the remote-controlled bomb near village Howlapara. "The passenger bus has been reduced to a mangled mass of steel," the SP said. 

Entry tax in Assam touches Rs 30 cr mark
Guwahati : The State Government has earned a net revenue of Rs 3061.62 lakh from entry tax during October 1, 2001 to January 31, 2003. Official sources said that the revenue earned during October 1, 2001 to January 31, 2002 was Rs 784.27 lakh and during April 1, 2002 to January 31, 2003 was Rs 2277.35 lakh.

It may be mentioned here that the Government imposed an entry tax of 2 per cent on commodities coming from outside to boost the sagging cash reserves in the State. On the other hand, the Government by virtue of power conferred under Section 3(5) of the Assam Entry Tax Act, 2001 exempted Food Corporation of India from payment of entry tax on cereals and pulses meant for any relief operation or for use in connection with any scheme sponsored by the Central or the State Government. 

Assam artistes want talks with ULFA
Guwahati : Leading artistes of Assam on 16th March called for immediate holding of dialogues with the banned ULFA to solve the age-old insurgency problem of the State. The artistes condemned the acts of violence perpetrated by the ultras in the State which had hit the common man. The release was issued among others by leading film artists Pranjal Barua, Moloya Goswami and Biji Phukan.

News on 16th March '2003
Modi, BJP top guns to attend yatra in Assam
Guwahati : The BJP's proposed 'Jana Jagaran Rath Yatra' will start from places in the State on March 25. Preparations are on in full swing and four Raths are being readied for this purpose, three in Jorhat and one in Karimganj. The Rath Yatra which is supposed to end in Guwahati on April 7 will be attended by the State as well as Central BJP leaders, State BJP chief Rajen Gohain told. 

City not disabled-friendly, rues activist
Guwahati : Javed Abidi, Executive Director NCPEDP (National Centre for Promotion of Employment for Disabled People) is not a new face to Guwahati. He has come here in the past, espousing the cause of the disabled. And he is here again. This time, to participate in a two-day seminar on Disability Sector and the Law which is beginning in the city's Sishu Sarothi auditorium on March 15. From his last visit to the current one, the Guwahati airport has graduated from domestic to international. But the facilities have not become any friendlier have not become any friendlier for the disabled. The ramp at the entry to the arrival lounge is no ramp at all, it's only a slope, and a disabled can neither climb it without help, nor with dignity.

Gogoi wants task force to tackle terror in NE
Guwahati : Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, in his meeting with Deputy Prime Minister LK Advani in New Delhi on 14th March, appealed to the Centre to set up a task force headed by Union Home Secretary to deal with insurgency in the north-eastern region in a coordinated manner, and asserted the need for closure of NE militant, and asserted the need for closure of NE militant camps in Bhutan, Bangladesh and Myanmar. Observing that his discussions with Advani focused around the March 7 attack on an oil tank in Digboi and a gas pipeline by suspected ULFA militants, Mr Gogoi said, "Efforts have to be made to close down militant camps being run by ULFA and other groups in Bhutan, Bangladesh and Myanmar in order to deal with the problem." On the strength of forces in the State, Gogoi told Mr Advani that the State had 116 companies of paramilitary forces against the requirement of 180 companies.

News on 15th March '2003
24-hour security net for Russians, survey work not hit, says OIL - ULFA threat : sunset laws for Russian experts 

Guwahati : A round-the-clock security ring has been thrown around a group of Russian oil experts prospecting in eastern Assam because of fears that the outlawed ULFA, who blew up an oil tank and a gas pipeline in the area last week, may try to kidnap them.

"Before the rebels attacked the oil installations last week, we had received reports that ULFA militants might try to kidnap the Russian petroleum experts working in the State," an Assam Government spokesman said. He gave no details about the reports, saying they came from intelligence sources.

AIDS awareness meet in Biswanath
Guwahati : The Tezpur Unit of the Directorate of Field Publicity, Union Ministry of Information & Broadcasting, in collaboration with the District Community Development Programme organized a day-long publicity campaign on AIDS awareness in Buludonga village under Biswanath block of Sonitpur district on March 7.

The programme included photo-exhibition, group discussion, seminar, public meeting, film show etc. Essay writing competition and speech competitions on AIDS were also held among the students of Class VIII too X. Prizes were awarded for the best category.

Guwahati Senior Citizens' Association - Rs 2.6 cr for NRC scheme
Guwahati : An amount of Rs 2,60,33,500/- has so far been released to north-eastern States and Sikkim to implement the National Reconstruction Corps Scheme (NRC).

Ten districts from the north-eastern States and Sikkim were selected during 2001-2002 for implementation of the NRC scheme during 2002-2003. 

Health camp by General Hospital, Guwahati
Guwahati : A health camp is being organized by General Hospital (Territorial Army) Guwahati under the aegis of HQ 51 Sub Area at Amsign Jorabat village from March 15 to 17 for the welfare of ex-servicemen and their families as well as civilians. The aim is to provide basic medical treatment as well as specialist consultancy services to the needy patients at their door step and spread health awareness amongst people at grass root levels. Senior specialist doctors in the field of medicine, general surgery, orthopedic surgery and urology besides general practitioners are going to offer their services during the entire duration of the camp. 

International Women's Day celebrated in Barpeta 

Guwahati : The International Women's Day was celebrated at Barpeta under the aegis of the Assam Pradesh Mahila 8. 15 freedom fighters were also felicitated with gamocha and citations and sarai were distributed among them by Dr Malaya Barman, the president of APMCC. Exhorting the womenfolk to work incessantly for peace and prosperity and overall welfare of the society, the former Chief Minister of Assam, Syed Anuwara Timur said that women can work hand in hand and help reach the welfare schemes and projects to every member of the society.

ULFA cadre used to stay in Commerce College hostel
Guwahati : Investigation is on in connection with the arrest of an ULFA cadre, Hiranya Deka alias Jayanta Rabha by Chandmari police.

On 9th March, the police interrogated the hostel superintendent Prasanta Duara and four cooks working in Guwahati Commerce College hostel. Police sources informed that Hiryana Deka used to stay with the four cooks in the Commerce College hostel.

BAMTECH 2003 : BAMFEST in city from 11th March
Guwahati : Cane and Bamboo Technology Centre (CBTC), Guwahati, a UNDP-funded, UNIDO- implemented project executed by the Department of S&T of the Government of India, is organizing a three-day international seminar on bamboo technology "BAMTECH 2003" at the Assam Administration Staff College, Khanapara, Guwahati from March 11 to to 15. These twin events are sponsored by UNDP, the S&T Department of Government of India, UNIDO, NEC and CII. 

News on 14th March '2003 

Karbi body opposes ST (hills) status to Bodos
Guwahati : The Karbi Students' and Youth Forum (KSYF), a conglomeration of Karbi students and youth organizations, has strongly opposed the conferment of ST (Hills) status to the Bodos living in Karbi Anglong and NC Hills. The Clause 8 of the MoS on BTC is a ploy of the State and the Central Government to divert the key issue of Article 244 (A) of the Constitution, said Pankaj Teron, secretary of KSYF in the city on 13th March.

He stated that if the controversial Clause 8 is not revoked from the MoS on BTC, the KSYF will launch an agitation in the near future. 

We are getting Central aid due to our work : CM
Guwahati : In reply to a debate on the Budget in the Assam Assembly on 13th March, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi said that without the help of the Central Government, no state can run smoothly. Though power is shared both by the State Governments and the Centre, help from the Union Government is a must for the development of a State .

The Chief Minister said that the present Congress Government in Assam is able to get a sizeable financial grant and assistance from the Central Government in spite of the BJP ruling the Centre. This has become possible because the Central Government is convinced by the developmental works in the State undertaken by the State undertaken by the State Government, Mr Gogoi said. 

Assam MLAs have to take arms : Saikia
Guwahati : The Assam Assembly on 13th March discussed the Ministry of Civil Aviation's decision two withdraw the Air India's Kolkata- Guwahati-Bangkok flight. During the discussion, AGP member Dilip Saikia went to the extent of saying that the MLAs of Assam would have to take guns in their hands for the interest of the State as the Centre knows only the language of arms. On behalf of Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, Minister of State for Planning and Development Himanta Biswa Sarma said that the Chief Minister had written a letter to the Prime Minister in this regard, following which Union Ministry had already kept its move to withdraw Bangkok flight from Guwahati in abeyance. He said that the Prime Minister would be informed of the State House's demand on Guwahati-Bangkok flight. 

2 coal syndicate employees arrested
Guwahati : The police on 12th March night arrested two employees of Assam Coal Field Ltd- Raju Singh and Karen Brahma- for charging excess amounts from coal-laden trucks at Basistha in the city. According to police sources, the coal syndicate employees were changing Rs 2,500 for pre-paid sales tax challans of Rs 1,800 and Rs 5,000 for challans of Rs 3,500.

Thakur to visit city on 15th March
Guwahati : Union Minister for Development of North Eastern Region and Small Scale Industries Dr C.P. Thakur will visit Guwahati on March 15. Dr Thakur, who is on a three day visit to the north-eastern region, is visiting Aizawl, Shillong and Guwahati.

News on 13th March '2003
State Eco Survey tabled in House - Small rise in NSDP ; power, agri sector performance poor
Guwahati : Assam had to pass through a lot of constraints in recent years due to the stringent financial position and natural calamities, resulting in a sluggish State economy during the Ninth Five Year Plan Period.

The Economic Survey of Assam 2002-03 which was tabled on 12th March in the State Assembly revealed that the State's economy in terms of the Net State Domestic Product (NSDP) has registered an annual growth of 3.21 per cent at constant (1993-94) prices during 2001-2002 (quick estimates) as against a growth rate of 2.60 per cent during 2000-01 (provisional estimates). 

'Organized encroachments in forests, we shall free them'
Guwahati : The Assam Government is determined to evict all those who are occupying reserved forest areas illegally, said Forest Minister Pradyut Bordoloi in the Assam Assembly on 12th March. According to Bordoloi, different anti-social groups are working in an organized manner, encroaching upon forest lands and at the same time some landlords are instigating the general people of the villages to cut down trees and settle down in such reserve forests.

Drawing attention of the Forest Minister during the Zero Hour, BJP MLA Sushil Dutta and Ranjit Dutta said that houses and schools of the people living in the Bihali Reserved Forest area were set a ablaze by the forest workers during an eviction operation. There is no objection to the eviction process, but the humanitarian side should be kept in mind by the forest officials, Mr Dutta added. 

High rises must have anti-fire provisions : Govt
Guwahati : The Assam Assembly on 12th March discussed the security hazards posed by the mushroom building in the city. The Government has made it compulsory to adopt protective measures in order to prevent any accident in such buildings and those who do not take such measures will be punished accordingly. This was stated by the Education Minister Pankaj Bora on behalf of the Chief Minister.

For the preservation of any outbreak of fire, these buildings must produce "No Objection Certificate" form the Assam State Fire Service. 

Lobbying for Joydihing reserve on, mapping shows thick rainforest
Guwahati : The satellite mapping of the North-east region shows that the forest cover in the proposed Joydihing Wildlife Sanctuary is a contiguous patch of virgin rainforest and has not yet been fragmented. The meandering course of the river channels of Buridihing, Namsung and Dirak have clearly been shown in the satellite map. 

Quota in allotment of contracts likely
Guwahati : Assam Minister for Welfare of ST (Plain) and Other Backward Classes Bharat Narah informed the House on 12th March that, now on there would be reservation system in the allotment of contracts also, apart from reservations in education and employment in the State. Mr Narah informed the House that Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi had already instructed him orally in this regard.

Rangiya Rly Division from April 1
Guwahati : Railway Minister Nitish Kumar informed Rajya Sabha MP Drupad Borgohain through a letter recently that Rangiya Railway Division would be operational from April 1, and a notification in this regard has already been issued. 

Al to continue Guwahati-Bangkok flight
Guwahati : Air India Limited is not going to withdraw its Guwahati-Bangkok flight. In a letter to Assam Government, Air India said that following an advice from the Ministry of Civil Aviation, the proposed withdrawal of Air India from Kolkata-Guwahati-Bangkok sector as part of the proposed route rationalization between Air India and Indian Airlines has been kept in abeyance.

News on 12th March '2003
CBI Director says probe on NE cases hit by insurgency 

Guwahati : Most of the CBI cases in the North-east have been pending due to insurgency problems in the region, said CBI Director P.C. Sharma on 12th March. According to Mr Sharma, a IPS officer of the Assam cadre, nearly 100 cases are referred to the CBI from the North-east every year and most of these cases remain pending.

Replying to a question, Mr Sharma said that the Interpol had issued Red Corner Notice to Paresh Barua, ULFA's self-styled commander-in-chief. When asked regarding the present position of the Interpol notice, Mr Sharma said that he is not aware of it. 

New Assam Industrial Policy from April - New Delhi's flip-flop industrial policy on NE hits devp : Kalita
Guwahati : The frequent amendment of the special industrial policy announced by the Centre for the North-east in 1997 has discouraged setting up of industrial units in the region an also disappointed entrepreneurs from outside the State. The Industry Minister Mr Bhubaneswar Kalita said in the Assam Assembly today that the State Government has moved the Centre to take a strong stance on the industrial policy for the region. Mr Kalita assured the House the House that the State Government's new industrial policy will be implemented from next month. He also said that a State delegation will go to New Delhi to discuss with Central leaders in this regard.

Drawing the attention of Mr Kalita, AGP MLA Hitendra Nath Goswami said that the State Government is yet to announce a new industrial policy after the expiry of the earlier policy last year. On the other hand, States like Jammu and Kashmir and Himachal Pradesh are getting more preference than the Centre's incentives on the industrial front for the north-eastern region announced in 1997 for a period of ten years. As a result, industrialists and entrepreneurs have stopped coming to the region. 

Scam in Dispur Treasury, SBI : Rs 7 lakh withdrawn
Guwahati : A great deal of sensation prevails at SBI, Dispur branch, and the Dispur Treasury following the fraudulent withdrawal of over Rs 7 lakh as HUDCO loans through forged bills in February in the names of some employees of Dimoria Block Development office, Sonapur. Though the Police is yet to make any headway into the investigation, it is suspected that an unholy racket comprising personnel of SBI, Dispur Treasury were involved in the withdrawal of the amount. 

Salary issue : Assam teachers may not evaluate answer scripts
Guwahati : The Asom Madhymik Sikshak Aru Karmachari Santha has expressed grave concern over the Nil Bill which has not been mentioned in the Budget presented by Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi in the State Assembly on 10th March. The teachers' association is determined to protest against it and will refrain from evaluation of answer it and will refrain from evaluation of answer scripts as their next phase of agitation to fulfill their demands. 

Bangkok flight must be with AI : Gogoi to PM
Guwahati : Irked by Air India's plan to withdraw the Guwahati-Bangkok flight from April, 2003, exactly a year after the flight's ceremonial inauguration, Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi requested the Prime Minister, Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee, to prevail upon the Ministry of Civil Aviation not to withdraw the Bangkok flight from the Lokapriya Gopinath Bordoloi Airport. 

Bamboo & peace hold key to progress of NE : Zoramthanga
Guwahati : Mizoram Chief Minister Mr Zoramthanga has said that the green gold-bamboo - can bring about a complete change in the three Es of North-east - economy, employment and environment.

"Just as we are ready to work for peace in the North-east, we should, with similar zeal, work for the sustainable development of bamboo," he said while delivering the inaugural address at Bamtech 2003, at the Assam Administrative Staff College, organized by the Cane and Bamboo Technology Centre. 

Konwar raps NEEPCO on power dues
Guwahati : Assam Power Minister Devananda Konwar on 11th March came down heavily on the NEEPCO, saying that through NEEPCO is producing power with the water of Assam, it is selling power to West Bengal at a lower rate than that to Assam. On the Rs 889 crore dues, the ASEB is to pay to the NEEPCO , Mr Konwar said that a deal had been signed between the Centre, the RBI and the ASEB for the payment of the dues. 

News on 11th March '2003 

Gogoi's Budget tax free, only 20% for devp - Deficit Rs 2,365.91 cr ; tax on sports items, newsprint down; tax admin to be toned up 

Guwahati : The Assam Government presented a Rs 2,365.91 crore deficit budget, imposing neither new taxes nor increasing the existing rate but exempting a few items from the levy of sales tax and reducing taxes on a few symbolic items.

Presenting the annual budget for 2003-2004, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, who also holds the finance portfolio, said that the State Government is constantly urging the Centre for relief to the State in view of the disappointing award of the Eleventh Finance Commission by providing one-time assistance and agreeing to a moratorium on repayment of Central loans for 10 years. 

Oil industry, Assam Govt meet on security
Assam moves Advani for thirty paramilitary cos for oil security
Guwahati : The Assam Government has moved Deputy Prime Minister L K Advani for an additional 30 paramilitary companies for providing security to the oil installations in the State. This was stated by top Assam Government officials at the high-level security review meeting with oil industry officials here on 10th March.

The meeting chaired by the Assam Chief secretary Mr PK Dutta, was attended by the Additional Secretary in the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas Mr MS Srinivasan, Director (refineries) of the IOC, AK Arora, CMD of OIL RK Dutta, executive director of IOC SC Upadhaya, Home Commission BK Gohain and DGP Hare Krishna Deka, among others.  

Opp angry on security, CM raps ULFA
Guwahati : The opposition parties on 10th March expressed serious concern in the State Assembly over the law and order situation in the State. They demanded that there should be discussions regarding law and order during the question hour in the House. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi said that the activities of ULFA must be suppressed with firm action.

Referring to the recent attack on Digboi Refinery, the Chief Minister said : "ULFA is indulging in such acts only to prove its existence. Such activities cannot stop the State Government in going ahead with its developmental works," he said. 

Municipal (amendment) Bill accepted
Guwahati : The Assam Assembly on 10th March accepted the Assam Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 2003, which will allow all citizens of urban areas to cast their votes in civic body polls, even if they are not tax payers. It may be mentioned here that the AGP had opposed the Bill when Urban Development Minister Hem Prakash Narayan was introducing it in the House. The AGP is demanding that only tax payers should be allowed to cast their votes in civic body polls. 

Barua new IIT Guwahati Director
Guwahati : On the expiry of his term as Director, IIT Guwahati, Prof. D.N. Buragohain has handed over change to Prof. Gautam Barua, who has been appointed as the new Director of IIT Guwahati. 

News on 10th March '2003 

Fire doused , exclusive oil force likely - RPG found in Digboi, Oil Ministry-Assam Govt meet on 10th March
Guwahati : Rattled by the ULFA strikes, official of the Petroleum Ministry and Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) will hold a meeting with top Assam Government officials here on 10th March to discuss matters relating to a fool-proof security to oil installations in the State.

Top oil industry officials told that the Petroleum Ministry is toying with the idea of raising an exclusive security force to protect vital installations in Assam on the lines of the Assam Tea Plantation Security Force.

On 10th March's meeting with the Assam Chief Secretary, Director General of Police and other senior officials will be attended by Additional Security in the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas MS Srinivasan, Director (refineries) of the IOC, AK Arora and others. 

ULFA attacks were desperate acts : Gogoi
Guwahati : Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on 9th March said that the United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) launched the desperate attacks on oil installations at Digboi and Duliajan on 8th March just to make its presence felt, as the public support for the outfit was eroding very fast.

Mr Gogoi said that the cadres of the outfit used to take shelter in the neighbouring states where Acts meant for tackling insurgency are not as stringent as those in Assam. "We have raised the issue repeatedly during inter-state meetings, but to no avail," he said, adding that the State Government had also appealed to the Centre for sealing Assam's borders with the neighbouring states and the international border with Bhutan. Till 9th March, the Centre has not conceded our demands", he said. 

Assam loses Rs 41.14 cr on a day of bandh
Guwahati : A day of bandh means a loss of Rs 41.14 crore. Apart from other factors contributing to the economic backwardness of the state, the frequent bandh called by various organizations in different parts of the State during the last few years are very much responsible for the tardy growth of domestic income of the State. Assam is now a relatively poor and economically backward state as compared to other states of the country. The Economic Survey showed that in respect of per capita income in 2001, the status of Assam is 27th out of the 29 states of the country, with only Orissa and Bihar behind her. 

UNIDO urges Assam to formulate bamboo policy
Guwahati : The United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) on 9th March said that despite having rich potential of bamboo-based industries, and the standing Supreme Court ban on forest products throughout the nation, Assam is yet to formulate a clear-cut bamboo policy.

UNIDO Project Coordinator Kamesh Salam said that the State could exploit the rich potential of bamboo and compensate the loss it was incurring due to the SC ban on forest products. 

Fire breaks out in BTPS
Guwahati : A fire broke out on 9th March evening at Bongaigaon Thermal Power Station (BTPS) at Salakati in lower Assam. According to official reports, the fire stated from a bonfire and quickly spread to the cold storage depot of BTPS. Security agencies and fire tenders from both BTPS and BRPL rushed to the spot. The fire was brought under control but yet to be doused completely. Police apprehend possibility of subversive activities by militant groups in the backdrop of 8th March attacks by the ULFA. 

ULFA kin rap Paresh Baruah
Guwahati : The Assam Public Works ULFA Parial Committee, an organization formed by the family members of activists of the United Liberation Front of Asom, on 9th March launched a scathing attack on the ULFA, specially its 'commander-in-chief' Paresh Baruah saying that it would be an illusion on the part of the outfit if it thinks that attacks on innocent people and important installations like oil pipelines would prove its strength, and widen its base among the public. The committee said that on the pretext of "struggling for independence of Assam" the ULFA has been continuing extortions, killings, atrocities on public etc., in the State for about 24 years. The committee said that the people of Assam would not excuse the ULFA for its 'anti-social' activities.

News on 9th March '2003
Digboi Refinery blaze after mortar raid - OIL's pipeline blown up near Duliajan, ULFA owns up twin blasts ; Refinery loss Rs 13.5 cr
The outlawed ULFA has shaken Assam's oil industry, launching a mortar attack at a storage facility in the Digboi Refinery, a showpiece of the country's industrial heritage, triggering off a massive blaze, and blowing up a natural gas pipeline of the Oil India Limited (OIL) near Duliajan.

As many as 80 fire-fighters have been battling the inferno at the Digboi Refinery, using foam and water jets. Fire tenders belonging to the Refinery, OIL, Assam Gas Company Limited, the State Fire Service , North Eastern Electric Power Corporation (NEEPCO), and other agencies are at the scene, trying to douse the blaze that had risen as high as 80 feet into the sky at one stage.

ULFA kills 3 in Goalpara, Bongaigaon target missed
Guwahati : Close on the heels of 7th March night's attack on a oil storage tank of the IOC in Digboi, the ULFA on 8th February gunned down three persons from the Bihari community and injured five. The incident which took place at Darangiri under Rongjuli police station in Goalpara brought back memories of mass killings of non-Assamese community in the State that started in 2000.

The ULFA fired from automatic weapons in the morning hours of the day, shattering window panes and damaging property.

The police returned the fire and the extremists fled, firing on a Bihari settlement killing three. The injured were later admitted to the Guwahati Medical College Hospital.

State on alert, Army patrols Bhutan border
Guwahati : The authorities have sounded a statewide alert in Assam in view of the spurt in ULFA activities ahead of the outlawed outfit's Sainik Divas on March 16. Security circles admit that the ULFA had never observed its so-called Army raising day before.

Meanwhile, the authorities have taken note of reports circulating in the media here on 8th March of the ULFA c-in-c telephoning some city-based newspapers and claiming responsibility for the attacks at the Digboi Refinery as well as the Oil India Limited (OIL) pipeline near Duliajan. 

IOC orders probe into blaze
Guwahati : The Indian Oil Corporation on 8th March night ordered an internal probe into the blaze at its storage facility in the Digboi Refinery.

A top IOC official told from Digboi late on 8th March night that the inquiry will be conducted by the Refinery's Deputy General Manager (Projects) S.K. Chatterjee. The report of the probe is to be submitted by March 10. 

'Ayodhya must be settled in court' - Kanchi seer worried at conversions in NE
Guwahati : The Shankarchariya of Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham, Kancheepuram, Jagadguru Sri Jayendra Saraswati on 8th March said that any solution to the disputed site in Ayodhya should be in accordance with the verdict of the court, and all the parties involved in the case should respect the court, and all the parties involved in the case should respect the court's directive. 

GMC not to charge license fee from CAs
Guwahati : The Gauhati High Court has restrained the Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) from realizing trade license fee from practicing Chartered Accounts. A petition in this regard was filed by president of the North-east Chartered Accounts Association Amlan Bhadra, contending that levy of such a trade license fee was in violation of Article 276 of the Constitution of India.

News on 8th March '2003
Assam parties close ranks on poor aid under NE packages

Guwahati :

Cutting across party lines, members of the Assam Assembly today expressed serious resentment over the much publicised economic packages for the North-east by the successive Prime Ministers, which are never implemented on the ground.

Minister of State for Planning and Development Himanta Biswa Sarma said that the announcement of packages for the North-east have proved to be a 'false propaganda' on the part of the successive Prime Ministers. He said that the State Assembly should adopt a resolution on the matter after a thorough discussion.

 

 

Konwar : power tariff to be fixed after talks

Guwahati :

The Power Minister Mr Devanand Konwar today assured the Assam Assembly that the Regulatory Commission will fix the tariff for eletricity after proper consultation with all concerned.He said that the tariff cannot be finalized with the mere submission of proposals by the Assam State Electricity Board before the Commission. The ASEB will have to furnish substantial grounds for such a hike in the tariff structure.

 

 

Assam school time 5-and-half hr a day

Guwahati :

The State Government has asked all authorities concerned in the Education Department to ensure that all schools should function for five-and-half hours daily from Monday to Friday and two-and-half hours on Saturday, except notified holidays, stated an official press release. In a notification issued in this regard, the Government said that it has been observed that many schools remain closed for more number of days than the number of holidays prescribed by the Government .The government has decided to provide some flexibility in the actual list of holidays, keeping in view of the festivals etc of local areas. All the schools must also have a minimum of 1,000 teaching hours for the session. According to the notification, the condolence meetings at the demise of important personalities would be held only in the last period on the day of demise or for one period on the next working day after the demise.

 

Cricket crazy Assam MLAs resent Budget on match day

Guwahati :

The Legislators of Assam Assembly are a bit disappointed as the annual State Budget presentation will directly clash with India`snext match in super six.

 

 

Army on alert ahead of ULFA divas

Guwahati :

The Army has been put on high alert throughout the State as March 16, the sainik divas of the United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) is approaching. Talking to the GOC of the 21 Mountain Division of the Army, Major Gen. Gaganjit Singh said that patrolling has been strengthened in lower Assam,specially along the Indo-Bhutan border.

 

 

 

 

News on 7th March '2003
Assam parties close ranks on poor aid under NE packages
Guwahati : Cutting across party lines, members of the Assam Assembly today expressed serious resentment over the much publicized economic packages for the North-east by the successive Prime Ministers, which are never implemented on the ground.

Minister of State for Planning and Development Himanta Biswa Sarma said that the announcement of packages for the North-east have proved to be a 'false propaganda' on the part of the successive Prime Ministers. He said that the State Assembly should adopt a resolution on the matter after a thorough discussion.

Konwar : power tariff to be fixed after talks
Guwahati : The Power Minister Mr Devanand Konwar today assured the Assam Assembly that the Regulatory Commission will fix the tariff for electricity after proper consultation with all concerned. He said that the tariff cannot be finalized with the mere submission of proposals by the Assam State Electricity Board before the Commission. The ASEB will have to furnish substantial grounds for such a hike in the tariff structure. 

Assam school time 5-and-half hr a day
Guwahati : The State Government has asked all authorities concerned in the Education Department to ensure that all schools should function for five-and-half hours daily from Monday to Friday and two-and-half hours on Saturday, except notified holidays, stated an official press release. In a notification issued in this regard, the Government said that it has been observed that many schools remain closed for more number of days than the number of holidays prescribed by the Government .The government has decided to provide some flexibility in the actual list of holidays, keeping in view of the festivals etc of local areas. All the schools must also have a minimum of 1,000 teaching hours for the session. According to the notification, the condolence meetings at the demise of important personalities would be held only in the last period on the day of demise or for one period on the next working day after the demise.

Cricket crazy Assam MLAs resent Budget on match day
Guwahati : The Legislators of Assam Assembly are a bit disappointed as the annual State Budget presentation will directly clash with India`snext match in super six. 

Army on alert ahead of ULFA divas
Guwahati : The Army has been put on high alert throughout the State as March 16, the sainik divas of the United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) is approaching. Talking to the GOC of the 21 Mountain Division of the Army, Major Gen. Gaganjit Singh said that patrolling has been strengthened in lower Assam, specially along the Indo-Bhutan border.

News on 6th March '2003
Junior ministers on fire against bosses, to move CM
Guwahati : A section of Ministers of State are quite annoyed with their 'bosses' i.e., their respective Cabinet Ministers. They will approach the Chief Minister to let their grievances be known to him.

Appointed to assist their Cabinet Ministers, the Ministers of State do not get their voices heard and also do not get much recognition for work done by them. Some Cabinet Ministers have even gone to the extent of instructing their Departments not to provide information when asked by the Ministers of State. 

News on 5th March '2003
Vigilance sleuths nail welfare Officer, no action by Assam Govt.
Guwahati : Corruption has become rampant in the Tarun Gogoi led Congress Government in Assam. Every other day, instances of irregularities and corruption crop up, but the Government is yet to take any concrete steps to curb them.After an initial hue and cry and institution of inquiries, these efforts simply disappear.

The CM's Special Vigilance Cell (SVC) was set up with an aim to punish those found guilty of corruption and committing financial irregularities. Based on a complaint submitted by the Commissioner and Secretary to the Government Assam, Social Welfare Department, Mr Harish Sonowal, of financial irregularities committed by District Social Welfare Officer, Kamrup Anil Barman, the Chief Minister instituted an inquiry into the matter. The SVC suggested departmental action against Mr Barman under Disciplinary and Appeal Rule, 1964. But till date, no action has been initiated. 

Uproar in Assam House before oath by Cong MLA
Guwahati : The Assam Assembly today witnessed an uproarious scene over the taking of oath by the newly-elected Congress member from Ratabari constituency, Mr Kripanath Mallah. While BJP and AGP members walked out of the House alleging 'massive ragging' by the rulling Congress during the recent Ratabari by-election, the Congress members were demanding the Speaker to expel BJP and AGP members from the House for the day today for not obeying the ruling of the Speaker. At last, Mr Mallah had to take oath in absence of the AGP and BJP members. 

Crisis over price rise may be resolved today - bread shortage, morning woes
Guwahati : Bread consumers in the city have been facing an acute shortage of the high on demand item since March 1. After a decision by the bakers in Guwahati to increase bread prices from March 1 due to the abnormal increase in prices of raw materials, there have been a shortage in the shops and small outlets. 

Solar energy traffic signal likely in City
Guwahati : The Assam Government is making all arrangements for the implementation of solar energy traffic signal system for the control of vehicles in the State, and the traffic branch of the State police has already sent two proposals in this regard to the GMDA. Giving this information,Assam minister of State for Home, Mr Rokybul Hussain told the House during the Zero Hour that the solar energy traffic signal system would be implemented at Chandmari,Bharalumukh, Sixth Mile, Zoo Narangi, Dispur Last Gate, VIP Point and Ganeshguri Chariali traffic points in the first stage.

News on 4th March '2003
New Assam Act to rein in pvt schools 

Guwahati   The Assam Government is going to enact an Act to oversee the activities of private schools, the number of which is mushrooming in a rapid manner in the State. The draft of the Bill for the proposed Act is awaiting approval of the Legislative Department from where it would go to the Cabinet.

Replying to a question from AGP MLA Mr. Hitendra Nath Goswami on the mushroom growth of private schools and the exorbitant rate of fees and donations being charged by them at the time of admission, Assam Education Minister Pankaj Bora informed the House today that the draft Bill in this regard had already been sent to the legislative Department for approval. The Bill would then go to the Cabinet, Mr Bora said, adding that the Government would take steps to control the private schools in the State. 

NE packages a farce, Assam got only Rs 96 cr of Gowda aid
Guwahati : Announcement of packages for the north-eastern region by the Prime Minister or nay other Central Minister whenever they visit the region has become a routine affair. But in reality, these turn out to be tall promise only.

In 1996, the then Prime Minister HD Deve Gowda announced a special package of Rs. 6,100 crore for the North-east, including Assam. But till now, only Rs. 96 crore have been allotted to Assam, which includes grants for the Brahmaputra Board.

Charge sheets against 4 SULFA activists
Guwahati : The Assam Police CID today filed charge sheets against four surrendered ULFA (SULFA) activists including prime accused Jayanta Hazarika, allegedly involved in the killing of 12 of their associates and injury to 10 others at Moran Polo Club in Dibrugarh in June 2001. The charge sheet was filed at the Chief Judicial Magistrate's court in Dibrugarh under various sections of the IPC read with section 27 of the Arms Act and Section three of Explosive Substance Act. Besides Hazarika, charge sheets were filed against Junmoni Dihingia, Dilip Changmai and Probin Bailung.

Non-mention of NE : industry, economists have mixed reaction 

Guwahati : 'A reasonably good budget', is what the leading industrialists and economists of the region said during the panel discussion organized by the Federation of Industries and Commerce of North Eastern Region (FINER) on the Union Budget 2003-2004 here on 28th February. Reacting on the new budget, Dr Jayanta Madhab, eminent economist, said that the growth-oriented budget has taken various measures for increasing the GDP rate from the current 4.4 per cent. "The Finance Minister has done it quite substantially by emphasizing Government-Private partnership for the development of infrastructure, reforming the Pension Scheme, abolishing dividend tax, capital gain tax etc.", Dr Madhab said. Terming the Debt Swap arrangement as a novel idea, Dr Madhab said that the system will largely benefit the states.

AGP, BJP walk out from House
Guwahati : AGP and BJP members on 28th February staged a walkout from the Assam Assembly in protest against the introduction of Assam Municipal Corporation (Amendment) Bill by Urban Area Development Minister Hem Prakash Narayan on 28th February. While the Congress wants to amend the Assam Municipal Corporation Act to allow all votes of the city including those who are not tax payers to vote in the ensuing municipal election, the AGP and the BJP are of the opinion that voters who are not tax payers should not be allowed to vote, and they demanded that the Bill should be sent to a select committee first. The Congress, however, is maintaining that necessary changes in the Bill can be done by the House at the time of debate on it.

News on 3rd March '2003
PHE, Social welfare depts flayed
Guwahati : Public Health Engineering and Social Welfare Departments came under severe attack from the Opposition in the House on 28th February for the purchase of goods in rates higher than the marker rates. Health Minister Dr Bhumidhar Barman told the House that the Government has already stopped the purchase of goods in rates higher than market rates. Since Social Welfare Minister Gautam Roy was absent, his deputy Sharifa Begum told the House that the goods had been purchased after the approved of the rates by the Assam State Marketing Board and the Assam Small-Scale Industrial Development Corporation. 

2 youths killed in city mishap
Guwahati : Two youths- Dinesh Das (28) and Jetu Das (24) -died on the spot when they were run over down by a truck at Lokhara Chariali under Fatasil PS in the city on 28th February. 

Assam teacher's withdraw agitation
Guwahati : The crisis over the High School Leaving Examination got over on 2nd of March with the agitating teachers deciding to suspend their agitation.

The High School Teachers were on the strike for the past one month and threatening to boycott the examinations starting from 4th of March. Repeated talks with the Government had failed and an uncertainty gripped the examinations involving more than 1.5 lakh examinees.

The All Assam Students Union (AASU) convened an urgent meeting of the agitating teachers as well as all other teachers' organizations this morning and persuaded to suspend the agitation for the sake of examination's sake. 

Assam Forest Department renamed
Guwahati : The Forest Department of the Government of Assam has been renamed as Environment and Forest Department on 2nd of March. It has been considered prudent to entrust the Forest Department with all issues relating to the environment upon reflecting on the necessity to safeguard and protect the environment and considering the complexities and dimensions of environmental issues that have manifested at present. 

News on 2nd March '2003
Konwar admits non -generation of 300 MW due to damaged machinery, ops problems 

Reforms on to make ASEB healthy
Guwahati : Assam Power Minister Devanand Konwar told the Assam Assembly today that the total power generating capacity of the Assam State Electricity Board (ASEB) is 574 MW (572 MW thermal and 2 MW hydro power) .He however, admited that of this capacity, there is no generation of as much as 300 MW either due to damage to equipments and machinery caused by inadequate maintenance and operational problems. Besides, its operational capacity of 272 MW, the ASEB has access to 440 MW of power as its share from the Central power generating stations but, the minister said, it has not been able to draw the entire requisite power due to transmission constraints. To overcome this bottleneck, four transmission strengthening schemes, have been taken up at Tinsukia, Balipara, Sarusajai and Mariani. The networking is to be completed by 2003-04, he said. 

NPF, BJP MLAs in NSCN-K hit list, scene tense
Guwahati : (IANS) : A powerful separatist group in Nagaland on 3rd of March threatened to target at least 17 new legislators elected last week.

The S.S. Khaplang faction of the National Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN) said its rebels would attack the 17 legislators ---- 10 from the Nagaland People's Front (NPF) and 7 belonging to the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

AGP flays Gogoi Govt. over coal syndicates
Guwahati : AGP MLA Dilip Kumar Saikia has come down heavily on the Tarun Gogoi Government for failing to take strict actions against those involved in 'coal syndicate' in Assam. He criticized the Government for not taking any action even after the submission of the report of the inquiry by IGP Mohan Raj, bringing into light the alleged involvement of Sales Tax superintendent Sadiqul Hazarika and SULFA leader Sailen Dutta Konwar in the murky coal business 

50,000 jobs by 2003: Kalita
Guwahati : Satae Industries Minister Bhubaneshwar Kalita today said about 50,000 new jobs would be created for the unemployed youths of Assam by the end of the year. Speaking on the closing ceremony of Tenth International Guwahati Trade Fair, Mr Kalita said such events would attract foreign investors and would provide tremendous job opportunities to the youths of the State. There has been investments to the tune of Rs 950 crore in the State and more than 30,000 job opportunities have been created.

Assam Social Forestry wing gasping for breath, fate uncertain 

Guwahati : The Social Forestry wing of the State Government could well be on the verge of shutdown. The Social Forestry wing came up in Assam in 1980-81 under the Indian Forest Policy, 1952 with an aim to plant all available vacant land belonging to the Community or Government to increase production and for the rehabilitation of the disturbed ecology with co-operation and participation of the people.

The scheme has 16 divisions, three circles and nearly 1,700 employees. But at the moment, only three of its sub-schemes are running.

Two of the major schemes, namely the Area Oriented Fuel wood and Fodder Project (AOFFP), with 50 per cent funds from the Centre and Integrated Afforestation Eco road cannal embankments, railway track side, etc. Farm forestry was the third measure adopted by the Department. 

News on 1st March '2003
And now, a trade fair on barges in Brahmaputra
Guwahati : Pragati 2003, an inter-national exposition for promotion of trade, commerce and entrepreneurship organized by the North East Chamber of Commerce and Industries (NECCI) will offer new opportunities to the entrepreneurs to explore international border routes and markets. The vice president of NECCI Mr. Chiranjit Chaliha said this while talking to newsman in the City on 3rd of March. The event will be held from March 5-14.

"Such an event is going to be held for the first time in the Country. It will offer opportunities to the entrepreneurs to create trade relations and utilize potential for the mutual progress in the North-east and Bangladesh". 

Voters want 'secular' Govt : Cong
Guwahati : Assam Congress today said that the party's win with a huge margin in Ratabari by-polls proved that the people in the State supported the party which could bring development.Talking to newsman in the City on 3rd of March, Assam Pradesh Congress Committee's chief spokesman Silvius Condopan said that the voters rejected the parties which play the "Hindutva" card in elections. Denying the allegation of some minority leaders against Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, Mr. Condopan said that Ratabari by-poll results proved that the minority voters have full faith on the Tarun Gogoi Government.

Assam gets Grade-C in Public service survey, Govt. disagrees
Guwahati : Assam does not figure among the three best States in the report on the Sates Government's performance in five specific public services - drinking water, health, road transport, public distribution system and education and child care. The survey, done on an all-India basis on the State of Public affairs in the States of India to improve the quality of governance in the country by the Bangalore - based non - profit organization Public Affairs Centre (PAC) was released today in the City by the Chief secretary Mr. PK Dutta. The findings pertaining to Assam was presented by the executive director of PAC, Mr. Suresh Balakrishnan.

Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Dutta said that there are a number of loopholes in the survey. He was of the view that suggestions on the improvement on these services should have been highlighted. He said that Mizoram, which was named among the three best states, providing drinking water, actually does not have good drinking water facilities.

Medha blasts Centre on econ policy
Guwahati : Narmada Bachao Andolan activist Medha Patkar today strongly criticized the country's new economic policy of globalization and privatization and said it would deprive the people of their resources.

Speaking at the Guwahati Press Club,Patkar feared that both democracy and sovereignty of the country were in danger as money and market dominance had led to corporatization of not just resources but the social institutions and political agencies.  
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