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	News on 28th February '2003 

Bullet-proof jacket scam ? PAC wants report in two months 

Guwahati : The Committee on Public Accounts headed by-Premodhar Bora has recommended to the State Government to inquire into the purchase of bullet-proof jackets by the office of the Commandant, 10th Assam Police Battalion from 16 private firms at a high rate in 1996. The Committee has also asked the Government to intimate the findings within two months from on 27th February.

The Committee presented its report to the Assam Assembly on 27th February. It may be mentioned here that in May 1995, the Director General of Police invited quotations for supply of bullet-proof jackets from 16 private firms. The departmental purchase board approved the rate quoted by the private firms. The DGP produced 1,673 bullet-proof jackets costing Rs 71.77 lakh. This resulted in an extra expenditure of Rs 11.54 lakh.

Assam for no-man's land on B'desh border
Guwahati : The Assam Government has sent a proposal to the Centre for declaring the Assam side along the Indo-Bangladesh border as a "no-man's land". Giving this information in the State Assembly on 27th February, Assam minister of State for Home Rokybul Hussain said that this would end the problem of infiltration and other trans-border activities. 

Teacher's stir - Govt, teachers meeting on 28th February, solution likely
Guwahati : Assam Government today announced that a solution to the ongoing teacher's strike was in sight and by 1st March the problem should be resolved facilitating smooth holding of examinations.

The school teachers are agitating for past two weeks threatening to boycott the High School Leaving Examination (HSLC) demanding payment of their arrears as well provincialization of private schools. 

GSE battles to stay afloat, key posts vacant 

Guwahati : The Guwahati Stock Exchange (GSE), the only stock exchange in the North-east, is battling for survival. But the measures being taken by the authorities are not enough to improve its financial health. While the post of Executive Director of the GSE is lying vacant for months, the term of present General Manager ended three years back, but his service has been extended. The absence of an Executive Director affects the daily trading of the Exchange most. 

Elephants as crime busters: idea placed before Project Elephant authorities
Manas mahouts think jumbos can bust crime
Guwahati : Imagine an elephant squad to assist in detection of crimes or searching bombs. This might just become a reality if efforts to form an elephant squad in Assam on the lines of dog squads materialize.

Squad involving elephants can be a dog idea as the disturbances in the elephant corridors, have posed a big threat to the pachyderms. Also with the ban on feeling of trees by the Supreme Court, the elephants who were earlier mostly used for carrying timber are left with no work. Also the forest have declined and elephants are having a tough time coping with the pressure from humans. 

Course on rural health likely
Guwahati : Terming Health Minister Dr Bhumidhar Barman's proposal to charge fines amounting to Rs 5 lakh from doctors who refuse to render their services in the rural areas, as an impractical proposition, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on 27th February told the Assam Assembly that as an alternative step, the Government would introduce a new course, Rural Health Service in the medical colleges in the State. Taking admission in the course, according to Mr. Gogoi, means agreeing to rendering service in rural areas. Mr. Gogoi said that the Government would try to bring a Bill in this regard during the current session of the House. 

News on 27th February '2003 

Assam by-polls - 65% turnout at Ratabari, polls peaceful
Guwahati : An estimated 65 per cent votes on 26th February exercised their franchise in the by-election to the Ratabari Assembly constituency in Karimganj district.

Officials at the election control room in Karimganj told that polling picked up since mid-morning with more than 75 per cent booths though the average polling was estimated to be 65 per cent. Polling in the 146 polling stations was peaceful with no untoward incident reported. Electronic voting machines (EVMs) were being used for the first time in the constituency. 

Illegal migrants must go, genuine citizens won't be harassed : Sinha - 'violence will be curbed, but we can talk for peace'
Guwahati : Assam Governor Lt Gen (retd) SK Sinha on 26th February said that the State Government will take comprehensive measures to ensure that illegal infiltration from across the international borders is halted. Addressing the Budget Session of the Assam Legislative Assembly, the Government is committed to detect and deport illegal immigrants under the provisions of law.

At the same time, he said, it will be ensured that there is no harassment to genuine Indian citizens. He said that the Patharkandi Revenue circle in Karimganj district has been selected by the Centre to take up a pilot project for issuing multipurpose national identity cards to villagers of 417 villages adjacent to the Assam-Bangladesh border to prevent infiltration. He also said that the first phase of the Indo-Bangladesh border roads and fencing works is almost complete.

ASDC MLA walks out of House
Guwahati : ASDC MLA Jagat Singh Ingti on 26th February staged walkout from the Assam Assembly session on 26th February when the Governor was delivering his speech. The ASDC member walked out protesting that the Governor's speech had no mention about autonomy to Karbi Anglong. Besides registering his demand for Karbi Anglong autonomous state under Article 144 (A) of the Constitution of India, Mr Ingti registered his protest by protest by raising a poster which read, "no autonomous state, no rest".

Gogoi donates Rs 5 lakh for Bodo fair
Guwahati : Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on 26th February donated Rs 5 lakh for the 'National Bodo Fair' slated to be held at Himachal Bhavan in New Delhi from February 27. The fair, to be inaugurated by HRD Minister Muruli Manohar Joshi, would be attended as the chief guest by Mr Tarun Gogoi on February 28, adding that the Assam Governor Lt Gen (retd) SK Sinha would attend the rally as the chief guest in the concluding function on March 5. The fair is being organized jointly by the BAC, BRPL, and Kokrajhar district administration.

News on 26th February '2003
Rs 200-cr scandal rocks Urban Water Supply Board 

Guwahati : Yet another multi-core-rupee scam has come to light in Assam -this time in Assam Urban Water Supply an Sewerage Board, which has utterly failed in its job of providing drinking water to urban area of Assam because of financial irregularities.

A departmental committee, which investigated the financial anomalies in amount of the scam would be around Rs 200 crore ! The Comptroller General of India (CAG), in its report, had also mentioned about the multi-core-rupee scam in the Board. 

Stormy House session from 26th February
Guwahati : The Opposition AGP and the BJP in Assam have readied themselves for a showdown with the Congress Government headed by Mr Tarun Gogoi on a whole range of issues, in the budget session of the Assam Assembly beginning from 26th February. The Congress Legislature Party which met here with Mr Gogoi in the chair, braced itself up to face the Opposition challenge. The AGP legislators also met on 25th February with the leader, Mr Brindaban Goswami in the chair. 

Heavy security blanket on Dispur
Guwahati : The Dispur capital complex is under a veritable siege of the Assam Police and paramilitary forces on 25th February, as a heavy security blanket has been thrown over a 2-km radius surrounding the complex in view of the budget session of the Assam Assembly beginning on 26th February in the wake of the mortar attack at Borjhar by ULFA on 23rd February evening.

ASCARD grilling continues
Guwahati : CBI sleuths on 25th February grilled Congress leaders and their henchmen, including former Jalukbari MLA Rebati Das, Mr Kiran Bora and Mr Abed Ali, in connection with the multi-core-rupee scam in the ASCARD Bank, in the head office of the bank at Ulubari in the city. According to sources, some ministers in the Tarun Gogoi Cabinet- Bhumidhar Barman and Mr Sarat Borkotoky - are also likely to be grilled by the CBI team as they were members of the then managing committee of the bank, which is almost dead now.

GMCH blames PWD for rodent menace
Guwahati : The Superintendent of the Guwahati Medical College and Hospital (GMCH), Dr B.K. Bora blamed the Public Works Department (PWD) and the attendants of patients for the unhygienic environment inside the hospital compound where it has become a veritable 'rodent raj' on 25th February.

In his reply to the Assam Human Rights Commission (AHRC)'s notice, Dr Bora said that the sewerage system in the surrounding areas of the GMCH was responsible for the rodent menace. He also blamed the attendants of patients for throwing leftover food, and other things in the hospital compound leading to health hazards. 

Flare-up averted in Assam-Meghalaya border
Guwahati : A flare-up was narrowly averted in Karbi Anglong district between Assam and Meghalaya administrations. The potential trouble site was Kanduli in Sector-1 located in the Assam-Meghalaya border in Hamren subdivision of the district. The Meghalaya administration sought to put up a polling booth in the area on 24th February in view of 26th February's election in Meghalaya. But this attempt was foiled by the Assam Police. The border outpost of the Assam Police at Kanduli has been alerted in view of this attempt. The SDPO, Harmen has also set up a camp in the area. Such disputes over Kanduli have become increasingly common since the past few years. 

Govt steps against illegal nursing homes
Guwahati : The State Health Department will soon take strong action as per law against those nursing homes and hospitals which are being run without proper licences from the component authority. The State Health Department said that altogether 161 private nursing homes and hospitals of Assam have applied for registration and licences. 

Govt playing with students' future : ACPC 

Principals' Council lambasts Bora for 'all misdeeds'
Guwahati : The State Education Minister Mr Pankaj Bora came for a scathing criticism in the executive meeting of the Assam College Principal's Council held at the B Barooah College on 22nd February.

The ACPC while lambasting the Education Minister for their utter failure in cleaning the Directorate of Public Instruction of its Augean stables of corruption said that the Government was trying to play with the future of students of Assam.

The ACPC also squarely blamed the continuing examinations alleging that on the Government saying that since the last five years starting 1997, the Assam Government has failed to provide for a full 12-month salary of the college teachers and employees of colleges in the State Budget. Even in the current session, teachers and employees have not received their salaries since December. 

3 NE States go for polls on 26th February
Guwahati : The North-east waits with bated breath as three of its States go to polls on 26th February to elect new governments that could have a significant ramifications in the whole region.

At sake is the Congress' complete domination over the region as it rules five of the seven states. The BJP wants to break the hold with local partners.

Also at stake is the peace process of Nagaland, which has even greater ramifications all over the North-east as all the other militant groups are waiting to see the results and how the NSCN (IM) work with them. 

Rtd Forest Officers' Association formed
Guwahati : A largely attended convention of retired forest officers of Assam was held at the Pensioners 'Bhavan, Chandmari, recently. After lengthy deliberations on the present situation of Forest and its management in Assam, the convention adopted a convention adopted a resolution of forming an association by the name and style of "Retired Forest Officers' Association, Assam", with Mr Niranjan Goswami, IFS (Retd) and as advisers, Sri KK Baruah, IFS (Retd) as president and Mr S Roy Choudhury IFS (Retd) as the general secretary of the Association. 

Project partners' meet of UNDP for NE held
Guwahati : United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) launched the Global Environment Facility (GEF) small Grants Programme (SGP) in 1992 to assist developing countries to fulfill their commitments towards the protection of the global environment. The programme is rooted in the belief that global environmental programme can only be addressed adequately if local people are involved, and that with small amounts of funding local communicates can undertake activities which will make a significant difference in their lives and their environment. 

News on 25th February '2003 

Khaplang calls for unity of NE insurgents
Guwahati : NSCN (K) chief S. S. Khaplang has appealed to all insurgent outfits of the North-east never to compromise with the "birth rights" of their respective peoples and strengthen each other's hands in their "common fight" against exploitation. Mr Khaplang said, the NSCN (K) cannot rush to negotiations with the Centre without taking all its allies in the North-east, namely the ULFA, UNLF, PREPAK, PLA, etc., into confidence and preparing them for such negotiations. "We have to consider their views also," he said.

About the much-hyped negotiations between the Centre and the NSCN (IM), Mr Khaplang said, nothing would come out of them till all the organizations and outfits came on a common platform. He agreed that the Centre had ignored him for the negotiations on the Naga issue and performed the NSCN (IM) to settle it, asserting however that, 90 per cent of the Naga were with the NSCN (K). 

'Except provincialization, Govt has conceded to all other demands'
Withdraw stir : Bora appeals to teachers
Guwahati : The Assam Education Minister Mr Pankaj Bora did not give a concrete decision of the Government as to whether the HSLC examinations 2003 will start from March 4 irrespective of whether the teachers withdraw their strike or persist with it. He refrained from making public the Government's stand on the exam issue, while talking to newsmen here on 24th February at a press meet convened to announce the Government's steps to put to an end the agitation. Putting the ball in the court of the striking teachers, the Minister said that the Government had done all that was necessary to address the grievances of the striking teachers. He appealed to the teachers to come forward to restore normalcy in the educational scenario were at stake. 

CBI grills ASCARD officials
Guwahati : The CBI on 25th February started the grilling of some top officials of the ASCARD Bank, including the then finance advisor of the bank Imran Shah, the then Deputy General Manager Prahar Khan, K Saikia and others in connection with the loans amounting to crores of rupees the bank had given to a number of political leaders and businessmen flouting all norms. The bank is now almost dead as the influential persons and businessmen have not refunded the huge amounts of loan they had taken, even after the initiation of bakijai cases against some of them by the bank authorities. 

No 'Z'-category security for Matang
Guwahati : The Assam Government has turned down the request of the Union Home Ministry to provide Z-category security cover to former MP and Union Minister of State Matang Sinh and decided to ask the Ministry to furnish reasons why it wanted Mr Sinh to be given this VVIP -category cover, even as high-level review meeting on the security cover for VIPs held here on 24th February felt that there was no potential threat to the former MP and minister so as to call for Z-category cover. 

No arrests in mortar-attack case
Guwahati : The police have identified the location from where the mortar attack at the airmen's mess was launched near the Lokapriya Gopinath Bordoloi International Airport on 23rd February night. The attack was launched form the bushes behind Godabori Gaon under Palashbari police station in Kamrup district. The distance of the site from the target was approximately 500 metres. The police have recovered one unexploded mortar from the site. More than 50 persons have been picked up for interrogation in this connection. Meanwhile, a high-level police meeting on 24th February decided on the security measures to be adopted after 23rd February's attack.

News on 24th February '2003
Dispur capital complex turned into fortress, mortar attack on IAF camp 

Police fear attacks on ministers
Guwahati : With a view to providing foolproof security cover to the VIPs, who are always prone to extremist attacks in Assam, the State Police Department has undertaken a number of steps, including the deployment of additional police personnel in Dispur capital complex, putting up three more security check gates near the Janata Bhavan, - one in the front side and two in the rear side and intensify the checkings, etc.

According to the police sources, additional police forces have already been deployed in the capital complex, and area security has also been intensified with the deployment of more forces and frequent checkings.

Cong out to hijack Ratabari polls : AGP
Guwahati : The Asom Gana Parishad on 23rd February expressed grave concern that the ruling Congress party had set the stage for "hijacking the Ratabari by election," through an intense campaign of arrests and intimidation of Opposition party workers, fielding the entire police force in the Barak Valley constituency as its campaigners and going full-scale with all kinds of developmental activities like building roads, sinking tubewells, etc. A high-level delegation of the party is meeting the Chief Electoral Officer here on 24th February to apprise him of these grave concern of the party, AGP spokesman and former Power Minister Hitendra Nath Goswami told on 23rd February.

Thiyam's thumbs-up to amateur artistes
Guwahati : Indian theater is being kept alive by amateur performed as it is still an semi-professional stage, renowned theater personality Ratan Thiyam said while speaking at the Guwahati Press Club on 23rd February as the 'Guest of the Month'.

Mr Thiyam, who is also a well-reputed novelist, poet, musician, designer, actor and a superb painter, said that the tradition is the main element of Indian theater. The North-east, he said, features a unique ethnic mixture of culture, customs, traditions and religions. But there is a gap among all these traditions. The region is also a very complicated one, he said. 

Lovable gesture by Japanese children
Guwahati : What we elders couldn't, the children have showed the way. And that too children from far away Japan. Japanese children put the pocket allowances by their parents for spending on the New Year's Day in their piggy banks and donated them to the Manas National Park, which has been declared as 'a world heritage site in danger' by the UNESCO. 

'Fate of college students hang in the balance' 

AJYCP threatens stir, calls for solution to ACTA issues
Guwahati : The Asom Jatiyatabadi Yaba Chatra Parishad has threatened that the State Government will face serious consequences if it failed to safeguard the interests of the students community of Assam. Expressing resentment over the failure of the State Government to fulfill the various long-pending demands of the teachers, the AJYCP urged the State Government to immediately intervene in the on-going stir of the college teachers. 

ASS golden jubilee meet
Guwahati : The open session of the golden jubilee celebration of Assam Science Society was held at Shirmanta Sankardev Kalakhetra here recently.

The Assam Science Society's flag was hoisted by Dr Paramanda Mahanta, president of Assam Science Society. He spoke about the inception of the society 50 years back with untiring efforts of a few science lovers. A number of expresidents of the society were present in the function besides a large number of members from all over Assam. 

Minister meets media heads
Guwahati : The Union Minister of State for Information and Broadcasting (Independent charge) , Mr Ravi Shankar Prasad met the media heads of his Ministry located at Guwahati recently. In his first ever meeting with the officials of his Ministry after becoming the Information and Broadcasting Minister, in the north-eastern region. 

North-east Forum for Children's Literature formed
NE children literature gets a shot in the arm
Guwahati : A forum for development and promotion of children's literature of North-east India including Sikkim, North-east Forum for Children's Literature, was formed on January 26, at Agartala.

The Forum was formed when eminent writers from the North-east and Sikkim gathered for a seminar on 'Children's Literature of North-east India' organized by the Centre for Children's Literature, a wing of the National Book Trust in Agartala on January 24 and 25.

BJP optimistic of doing well in North-east polls
Guwahati : Riding on the piggy back of Naga peace process, BJP is hoping to do well in two of three States going to poll on February 26 next.

"We will do well everywhere," says Mr Pyrelal Khandewal, the BJP vice-president, in charge of the North-east, while specking to UNI on 18th February.

IOC donates Rs 4.95 lakh for publication of Axomiya Biswakox
Guwahati : Indian Oil Corporation Guwahati Refinery donated Rs 4.95 lakh towards the Asomiya Biswakosh publication fund at a function organized at Refinery Guest House, Noonmati here on February 17.

On this occasion, Mr J P Guharay, general manager, Guwahati Refinery, Mr R Siddiqi, COM, IOCL, Pipeline Division and Mr B K Das, Chief Manager (operation), AOD handed over the cheque to the noted folklorist and president of Axom Xahitya Xabha, DR Birendra Nath Dutta in presence of other noted Assamese litteratuers, Dr Golok Chandra Goswami, Dr Jogendra Narayan Bhuyan and Dr Ashok Kumar Goswami. 

Farmers awareness programme
Guwahati : The Directorate of Marketing and Inspection, Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperation, has organized farmers' awareness programmes on credit link subsidy scheme on rural godown throughout the North-east. The programme was aimed at creating scientific storage capacity for farm produce and agricultural inputs, promotion of quality control to improve marketability, prevention of distress and immediate sale. The programme was organized in collaboration with Indian Institute of Agricultural Research for the region. About 33 farmers, including 19 from Assam, took part in the inaugural programme where male and female ratio was 1:5. The inaugural function was held at Sohriewblei village at Nongpoh in Meghalaya. 

News on 23rd February '2003 

Elephant calf fractures leg in State Zoo
Guwahati : Dipika, a female elephant calf which had been caught about one-and-a-half years back from the Deeparbeel in the heart of the city and brought to the Assam State Zoo-cum-Botanical Garden, is battling for her life in the zoo. Dipika, who was deprived a parental care at her tender age, fell from about 25-foot-high hillock in the zoo last week, and fractured her right hind leg. 

646 establishments declared PF defaulters
Guwahati : The Employees' Provident Fund Organization (EPFO), which has 6,863 establishments and 2,22,000 subscribers in the North-east (up to March 31, 2002) declared as many as 646 establishments, which have not been paying the premia for months, as defaulters. The EPFO has also assessed Rs 33 crore as penalty from 2,800 other establishments in the region for delay in payment during 2002-03.

Regional Provident Fund Commissioner Pankaj said that any establishment employing over 20 staff, comes under the purview of the EPFO which has three different schemes - Employees' Provident Fund Scheme, Employees' Pension Scheme and Employees' Deposit Linked Insurance. He said that EPFO, which has four lakh establishments and three crore subscribers all over the nation, had eight per cent of the establishments in the organized sector under it. To bring the establishments in the unorganized sector under it, the EPFO has already introduced the new concept of National Social Security Number (NSSN). 

NE Petrolem dealers back FAIPT stir
Guwahati : The North East India Petroleum Dealers' Association has decided to participate in the 'no purchase' campaign call given by the Federation of All India Petroleum Traders (FAIPT) on February 24 against the non-compliance of the accord signed on August 17, 2001. The FAIPT took the decision at their annual general meeting in Guwahati . 

Three poachers killed in Manas
Guwahati : Forest guards in Manas National Park shot dead three poachers in an encounter, and recovered arms and ammunition from them on 22nd February morning. Park Director Abhijit Rabha said that an encounter continued for half an hour, in which three of the poachers were killed while the rest managed to escape. A hand-made rifle and ammunition were recovered from the site of the encounter. Mr Rabha said that the poachers kill deer and fell trees.

News on 22nd February '2003
'Cong to be isolated in NE polls' 

BJP working on consensus to repeal IMDT Act : Naidu
Guwahati : The BJP is trying to secure a consensus on the scrapping of the IMDT Act. In this regard, it is in touch with the NDA allies. The BJP president Mr Venkaiah Naidu said. He said that the support of the NDA allies is very much essential for convening a joint session of the Parliament. He said that he had discussions with Prime Minister, the Deputy Prime Minister and the NDA allies in on the issue.

Mr Naidu said that the 18-year-old Act is an outdated one and in no way can solve the immigration has given rise to communal tension and is a burden on the economy. The Congress Government has done nothing to solve the issue. But Mr Naidu said that the Congress will have to bow before the aspirations of the people's demand for scrapping of the Act. He said that the stand adopted by the West Bengal government recently is a positive one.

Ratabari polls : heat rise, BJP moves EC against Roy
Guwahati : Stung by the defeat in the by-election to Khumtai Assembly no stone unturned to win the forthcoming by-election in Ratabari constituency, slated for February 26. Social Welfare Minister and the party's campaign manager Gautam Roy has already set up camp at Ratabari several days ago. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, who arrived here from New Delhi after his daughter's marriage, rushed to Silchar on 21st February to campaign for the party candidate.

The BJP has, meanwhile sent a fax message to the Deputy Prime Minister and

Chief Election Commissioner, complaining against Mr Roy that he had been intimidating the votes, was trying to create communal tension to rake in votes and had prepared a blue-print to rig the election, etc. The party also alleged that the police was harassing the BJP and other Opposition parties at the directive of the minister. 

Rift surfaces between Borkotoky, deputy ; CM nod must for PWD dues
Guwahati : The mode of functioning of the Assam PWD Minister Sarat Borkotoky has not only irked the Minister of State for PWD Mr Etuwa Munda, but also the Finance Department. Strict instructions have been issued to the concerned officials of the Finance Department not to clear any bills coming from the PWD without the consent of the Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, who also holds the Finance portfolio, or the Minister of State for Finance, Mr Nilomoni Sen Deka. On the other hand, a rift is believed to have arisen between the PWD minister and his deputy. 

Repeal IMDT Act, check madrassas, says ex-BSF DG
Guwahati : Former Director General, BSF, Prakash Singh on 21st February said a check must be put on the numerous madrassas, dotting the Indo-Bangla border, to stop illegal migration from Bangladesh.

Speaking at a seminar on illegal migration from Bangladesh here, Mr Singh said the madrassas have always been suspected of working in tandem with the fundamentalist organizations working on both sides of the international boundary. 

Gogoi, Naidu can't fly to Tripura over B'desh
Guwahati : The Bangladesh Government has denied over flying facilities to Defence Minister Geroge Fernandes and BJP national president Venkaiah Naidu. Confirming this Naidu told UNI on 21st February evening that they would now have to take a longer route to attend election rallies at Tura in Meghalaya and Dharmanagar in Tripura on 23rd February. They had, earlier, sought permission from the Bangadesh authorities to overfly from Tura to Dharmanagar. However, Bangladesh formally informed Indian authorities about their inability to grant the permission to the leaders. They, however, did not specify any reason. They would fly in an Indian Air Force helicopter and take the aerial route along the international boundary touching Meghalaya, Assam and eventually Tripura. 

News on 21st February '2003 

Jobs with false certificates : CBI nails 14 Assam telecom officials 

Guwahati : The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has failed chargesheets against 14 top telecom officials of the Assam Circle on charges of giving appointment to 28 casual labourers as Temporary Status Mazdoor (TSM) on the basis of false work experience certificates. Chargesheets were also filed against the 28 casual labourers for being part of the criminal conspiracy hatched by the Telecom officials to appoint the former as TSMs.

Highly placed sources told that Area Manager (West) of Kamrup Telecom Circle M.K. Gogoi, Divisional Engineer (P) of Jorhat Telecom circle Dharmeswar Payeng, Chief Accounts Officer of the Telecom, Guwahati, Upen Sarewari, then SDE (HRD) of Tezpur A.K. Sarkar and then JTO of Tezpur Hiren Paul are among the 14 Telecom officials chargesheeted by the CBI. All the 28 casual labourers were appointed as TSMs in Tezpur during the year 2001. 

BSF troop reinforcement after NE polls
Guwahati : The Border Security Force (BSF) has taken up a number security-tightening measures following the Centre's decision to crackdown on illegal immigrants to the country. Reserve troops have been deployed in the states of Assam and Meghalaya, along the Bangladesh border. After the completion of the election process in the three north-eastern states of Meghalaya, Nagaland and Tripura, more troops will be brought in . 

Assam officials did not meet visiting UGC team
UGC raps GU for not giving fund utilization certificates
Guwahati : The cash-strapped Gauhati University has faced the wrath of the University Grants Commission (UGC) for its failure to submit full utilization certificates of Rs 2.43 crore sanctioned and released during the 9th five year plan for the overall development of the University.

Interacting with newsmen here on 20th February, Member Secretary of the UGC University authorities have failed to produce full utilization certificates despite several reminders issued by the Commission. He said that the UGC has set March 31 as the deadline for Gauhati University to submit the utilization certificates. 

Tension in GU campus
Guwahati : Tension prevails in the Guwahati University campus following injury of about ten students due to lathicharge by Janlukbari police. The incident occurred when a verbal duel between the students of Assamese Department and the employees, who were participating in their annual conference took a grave turn and the police arrived to control the situation. The students later blocked the national highway 37 in protest against the police action. 

Discussion on 'Black American Literature'
Guwahati : The Department of English, Cotton College, under the aegis of American Center, Kolkata, is organizing a panel discussion on 'Black American Literature' on February 23 at 11 a.m. at the Submersion Hall of Cotton College, Guwahati. Scholars and students of American Literature and History from local colleges are expected to take part in the discussion, which would be attended among other officials by Mr Rex Moser, Director, American Center. 

News on 20th February '2003 

Dhanowar asks Excise Commissioner to conduct feasibility study
Now, liquor licences to paan shops, tea stalls !
Guwahati : For the cash-strapped Assam Government, the slogan for prohibition of alcohol and the worldwide statutory warning "Drinking is injurious to health" do not seem to carry any significance. State Excise Minister Rameswar Dhanowar has gone ahead and decided to sell liquor from literally everywhere to replenish the empty coffers of the government.

The Assam Government has almost decided to sell liquor at the dhabas, line hotels, small tea stalls and paan shops with "an aim to increase revenue". 

Fest on African American culture begins in city
Guwahati : The Black History Month, also known as the African American history month, a tradition of seven decades, is being observed in the city for the first time. The Public Affairs Office of the US Consulate in Kolkata is organizing the celebration of the Black History Month with three-day-long programme that includes a film festival, a roundtable discussion and several lecture presentations in different venues from 19th February. 

Rural DC takes charge, occupies room
Kamrup : 2 districts, 2 DCs & total chaos
Guwahati : An administrative chaos prevails at the Office of the Kamrup district administration here. Two deputy commissioners A.K. Absar Hazarika for the Kamrup urban district and Samir Sinha for the Kamrup rural district are at sea on how to differentiate their way of functioning and responsibilities.

Official Sources told that confusion is more for Samir Sinha as newly created Kamrup rural district has no infrastructure and no subordinate officials for smooth functioning for the administration. The ACS officers with the rank of additional deputy commissioners and SDOs sitting at the office of Kamrup district administration at Kachari ghat are now a confused lot.

Matang presses State for 'Z+' security cover
Guwahati : At a time when the State Police Department is severally hit by shortage of manpower a seven of its battalions are engaged in VIP duty, former Union Minister Matang Singh has been exerting tremendous pressure on Dispur via New Delhi, demanding 'Z+' security cover, which, the State police thinks, is not necessary for him.

Mr Singh has been given 'X' Police. The matter of providing security cover to VIPs is the progressive of the Superintendents of Police of the districts. They provide security cover to the VIPs taking into consideration the individual threat perception. "The particular former minister has been exerting pressure via New Delhi on the State Home Department for 'Z+' security cover for any well thought out strategy.

Teachers set Feb 28 deadline for Govt
Guwahati : Agitating high school teachers on 19th February set February 28 as the deadline for the Assam Government to solve their various demands including provincializating of schools. During a high-level meeting with Education Department officials here representative of the Teachers' Association said that if their demands were not within the deadline they would continue their stir and boycott the HSLC examination slated to be commenced from March 4. Meanwhile, the Board of Secondary Education, Assam (SEBA) has called a meeting on February 25 to find ways in the event of the teachers boycotting the HSLC examination.

News on 19th February '2003
Teachers' stir : fate of students uncertain, govt may use ESMA
Guwahati : Academic career of lakhs of students of the State is likely to be jeopardized following the ongoing stir of the college and high school teachers. A tremendous amount of fear and uncertainty prevail among the degree, higher secondary and HSLC examinees as the agitating teachers have threatened to boycott the ensuing examinations.

The Gauhati University authorities have already postponed the TDC Part-I examination that was to have started on 19th February. The examination will now be held from March 22. 

Pak traders open shop in city, say politics do not hit people
Guwahati : For Mohammad Iqbal of Karachi, celebrating Idd-Zuha in Kolkata this time would ever remain a memorable experience. Far away from his home and family members, Iqbal did not feel lonely on Idd day as his Indian friends and acquaintances gave him the warmth and homely feeling.

Iqbal, who deals in export and import business of Pakistani cloth, especially the famous Bhagalpuri sari and Sindh salwar kameez, is currently in the city, participating in the 10th International Guwahati Trade Fair (IGTF). 

City cell users suffer as Reliance juggles with rates
Guwahati : Cell phone major Reliance Telecom's trimming down of its incoming rates were announced with much fanfare on February 11 and consumers too heaved a sigh of relief, hoping that their mobile bills will now be less than before. But, the euphoria soon died a natural death when consumers discovered that their 'talktime', (a term used by all operators to figure out the number of minutes they can talk) has taken a major beating. 

At last, Guwahati to have house numbers
Guwahati : The Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) has chalked out massive plans to improve things in the city. Along with the process of locating the buildings and apartments which have flouted the construction norms, the Corporation will start numbering each and every house located within the municipal area from next week.

All localities in the city, which is expanding haphazardly in all directions, have become a nightmare for the postmen and others in locating the unnumbered houses of residents. Sensing the problem, the GMC has decided to give individual numbers to be displayed in the front side of the houses of residents. 

Delhi plays with NE industrial policy, excise issue hits cigarette Cos
Guwahati : The hamhanded and discriminatory manner of implementation of the Industrial Policy for the North-east, 1997 by the Centre has severely shaken the confidence of the investors, who had flocked to the region to avail of the 10-year exemption in excise duty, income tax and other lucrative incentives announced under the policy, after the Centre unceremoniously showed the door to the cigarette manufacturers in a matter of months of their setting up the units. 

ULFA shuffles its cadres
Guwahati : With a view to enable its cadres to evade arrests by the security forces, the United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) has initiated a massive reshuffle deploying its cadres away from their home districts. Sources said the risk of being identified by both the police and the public is less when a militant not known to the local people. Sources further said that the ULFA has purchased two flats and taken two others on rent in the names of others. The outfit has also set up some PCOs in the city in the names of its aides, sources said, adding that for the movement of its cadres from Bhutan to Bangladesh the outfit prefers the route via Manish-Nalbari-South Kamrup-Meghalaya.

BTC will benefit Bodos, non-Bodos : CM
Guwahati : Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on 18th February said the signing of the Bodo Accord is a big step towards peace and development. He said that the Accord will not only fulfil the hopes and aspirations of the Bodos, but also ensure equal rights and opportunities to the non-Bodos. Mr Gogoi said that the Bodo Accord, once implemented, would immensely benefit both the Bodos and non-Bodos.

News on 18th February '2003
We can talk to New Delhi on our right to self determination : D R Nabla 

NDFB welcomes BTC deal, says it isn't enough
Guwahati : NDFB chief DR Nabal alias Ranjan Daimary has said that his organization 'welcomes' the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) Accord, but is convinced that it would not be able to fulfill the hopes and aspirations of the Boro people 'to live as a free nation'.

The NDFB supremo said : "We welcome the BTC Accord. But when the Autonomous District Council like the ones in Karbi Anglong or even full statehood in Nagaland or Manipur or Meghalaya or Assam is not fulfilling the hope and aspiration of the people, how can an amended Sixth Schedule and economic package of Rs 100 crore per year fulfill the hopes and aspirations of the Boro people ?"

NSCN-IM has to back us as it wants Cong out : BJP
Guwahati : BJP's national vice-president and in-charge of the party in the North-east Payarelal Khandelwal on 17th February brought up a serious allegation against the NSCN-K, SC Jamir's Congress Government and the Nagaland Police saying that they were harassing Opposition candidates for the ensuing polls in the State. The BJP leader also gave enough indication that his party would get the support of the NSCN-IM, saying that the dominant Naga outfit Naga outfit was determined to defeat the Congress Government led by Jamir for the latter's efforts to 'derail' the outfit's peace process with the Centre.

Chilarai medal likely in Military Academy
Guwahati : Assam Governor Lt. Gen (retd) S.K. Sinha on 17th February said that a move has been initiated with the Army authorities to install a portrait of Chilarai, the great hero of 16th century, and to institute a gold medal after his name for the best cadet in Dehradun Military Academy. Speaking as the chief guest in the 493rd birth anniversary of Chilarai at Amingaon here, the Governor said that a portion of Raj Bhawan at Guwahati was named as Chilarai wing.

Govt's apathy irks ACTA
Guwahati : The Assam College Teachers' Association (ACTA) expressed serious concern over the State Government's apathy towards to association's demand for the cancellation of Cabinet's decision to cut grants of grant-in-aid colleges, and the payment of salaries of college teachers which were due from December, despite repeated requests to the Education Minister. ACTA president Dr Bijoy Chandra Sarma and general secretary Jyoti Prasad Gogoi urged the college teachers to continue the non-cooperation agitation, which it had started on February 11, till their demands were met. 

BA, BSc, BCom part-I exams rescheduled
Guwahati : Gauhati University has rescheduled BA, BSc and BCom Part-I examinations scheduled to be held from February 19 to 24 due to unavoidable circumstances. The examinations will now be held on March 22, 24, 25, 26 and 27, a GU release states.

Race for BTC power poised for photo-finish 

Guwahati : No sooner had the dust of victory celebration settled at Kokrajhar, seeds of dissension have germinated in the Bodo politics with two powerful blocks vying to shape the Bodos' future.

The All Bodo Students Union (ABSU), the "original" leader of Bodo movement, and the radical Bodoland Liberation Tiger (BLT) which eventually signed the Bodo Accord recently were the two blocks.

NHFDC schemes for disabled in NE
Guwahati : The National Handicapped Finance and Development Corporation (NHFDC), incorporated by the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, has devised various schemes to promote self-employment among persons with mental retardation, autism and other disabilities. 

Centre supports course on Molecular Biology
Guwahati : Department of Biotechnology, Government of India sponsored a short-term training course on 'Application of molecular biology and biotechnological tools for crop improvement programme' which was organized jointly by Regional Research Laboratory (RRL), Jorhat; Assam Agricultural University (AAU), Jorhat and Tea Research Association (TRA), Tocklai, Jorhat recently. The training programme was aimed at providing lecture-cum-demonstration to participants comprising of research workers, mid-term scientists and college teachers on the latest methods of molecular biological techniques for improvement of crops, economical, medicinal and endangered plant species. 

Movement of people and goods can boost Indo-Bangla ties : FINER
Guwahati : Federation of Industries and Commerce, North Eastern Region (FINER) president Abhijit Barooah has said the movement of people and goods between India and Bangladesh was important to improve relations between the countries.

NE banks defying Finance Ministry order, Jalan peeved
Guwahati : Reserve Bank of India Governor Dr Bimal Jalan has assured that he would provide the NE region with the much needed support for industrial development and economic resurgence of the region. The assurance came during a meeting the Governor had with Mr Abhijit Barooah, president, Mr Subhash Goswami, secretary of FINER during his visit to the city recently. 

Naik approves proposal of 15 lakh tonnes Ravva crude to BRPL
Guwahati : Mr Ram Naik, Union Minister of Petroleum & Natural Gas, has approved a proposal to allocate 15 lakh tonnes of Ravva crude to Bongaigaon Refinery & Petrochemicals Ltd. (BRPL) from the year 2003-04. This will increase the availability of crude to the refineries in North-east which have been facing difficulty of under utilization of their refining capacity of 7 million metric tonnes per annum (MMTPA) as around 5 MMTPA crude has been available in North-east at present.

AGSU slams OIL move to sack Assamese employees
Guwahati : The All Guwahati Students' Union (AASU) has registered its massive protest against the alleged move to the sack the Assamese employees from the Brahmaputra Valley Project of the Oil India Ltd. which had started in 1994. A delegation of the AGSU met the deputy manager of the project in this regard and submitted a memorandum demanding review of its decision to terminate the Assamese employees, and regularize their jobs. 

Freedom fighters demand IM(DT) Act repeal
Guwahati : The annual conference of the Kamrup District Freedom Fighters' Association held at Boko on February 9 under the chairmanship of Mr Deben Das, demanded immediate withdrawal of the discriminatory IM(DT) Act to safeguard the interest of the Assamese people.

The conference also requested the Government and the ultras- the ULFA and NDFB - to declare a cease-fire to create congenial atmosphere for talks on the NSCN (IM) lines.

The conference also urged the Government of Assam to withdraw the order for bifurcation of Kamrup district. 

News on 17th February '2003 

'Professionals must have trade licences'
GMC wants property tax hiked to provide city 'goof service'
Guwahati : The Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) has placed a fresh proposal before the State Government to effect a hike in its annual property tax. Doctors, advocate and various other professionals have also come under the GMC's tax net as it has been made mandatory for them to have trade licenses.

GMC Commissioner Sanjoy Lohia said that the present rate of property tax being collected form the city dwellers is not adequate enough to offer the best service to tax payers by the Corporation. There has been no hike in the property tax since more than 20 years, he said, adding that considering the all-India average rate of municipal tax, Guwahatians are paying only half of the amount. 

Breaking the ice : Pakistan to participate in city trade fair
Guwahati : Besides doing business in crores, the 10th International Guwahati Trade Fair (IGTF), slated to begin at the judges' Field here from 17th February, will make an endeavour to break the ice in strained diplomatic relations between India and Pakistan.

NSCN-IM men in police uniform canvassing for polls : NSCN-K
Guwahati : The NSCN-K on 16th February accused the NSCN-IM leaders and cadres of threatening and intimidating voters in Nagaland, saying that the latter was directly trying to influence the election process. The rebel group has asked the NSCN-IM to clarify whether it was participating in the 'Indian elections' because it wanted a solution within the Indian Constitutional framework.

"NSCN-IM cadres are canvassing for the February 26 polls in Nagaland in police uniforms. They are kidnapping Congress members and supporters and are generally trying to coerce the voters into backing certain candidates," K. Mulatonu, NSCN-K's Deputy Information Minister, told this writer over the telephone.

News on 16th February '2003
Centre backs AASU on Act repeal ; BSF, State Border Police too complain about Act's futility
Gogoi Govt concerned in tripartite meet on IM(DT)
Guwahati : The IM(DT) Act issue vis-a-vis the detection and deportation of illegal Bangladeshi nationals created a lot of heat in the tripartite meeting held among the representatives of the Centre, the Assam Government and the AASU here on 14th February.

Secretary (Board Management) of the Union Home Ministry R.C.A. Jain who represented the Centre was convinced that the controversial Act has proved to be a major hindrance in driving out the illegal Bangladeshis from Assam. He was surprised when the Assam Government told the meeting that only about 6,000 Bangladeshis living in the State had been identified as illegal Bangladeshis during the last 18 years. 

BTC won't solve Bodo problem : NDFB leader
Guwahati : Giving a new twist to the vexed Bodo problem, the banned NDFB "vice-president" Dhiren Boro on 14th February said that the new Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) would not be able to fulfill the hopes and aspirations of the Bodo people. He blasted both New Delhi and Dispur for not taking "the Bodos from all walks of life" into confidence before signing the BTC accord. 

'Govt should consider ULFA term for sovereignty for talks'
'Govt cautions against ethnic insurgency in Assam
Guwahati : Former DGP of Punjab K.P.S. Gill 'also known as the supercop' on 14th February said that coordinated approach should be adopted by all authorities concerned to remove the sense of alienation from the Assamese mainstream society that has also gripped the ethnic groups in the State. He said that the sense of alienation would spell disaster as it is breeding "ethnic insurgency" in Assam.

Mr Gill said that the people of Assam are peace loving by nature and they want an atmosphere free from killings and terror. He said that in the name of creation of the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC), no one should commit the misadventure of shattering the ideal peaceful coexistence among all sections of people in the State.

Khaleda Zia patronizes fugitive al Qaeda terror mastermind
ISI-Bangla grip in NE turns more vicious
Guwahati : While the international community is veering round to India's firm position that Pakistan is the epicentre of global terror, Bangladesh under the Khaleda Zia Government appears to have emerged as Pakistan's strategically most important outpost in South Asia for jehadi expansion eastwards, particularly the North-east, after the fall of the Taliban regime in Afganistan. 

Govt moots peace committees in BTC area to explain deal
Guwahati : Assam, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi has directed all deputy commissioners of the proposed BTC area to urgently set up peace committees in all localities and hold public meetings to explain the clauses of the BTC accord so that the fears generated among the non-Bodos are effectively allayed. The Chief Minister has also directed the deputy commissioner to ensure than no BLT activist or leader moves about brandishing weapons in the open and Police places. The Superintendents of Police have also been given separate instructions in this regard. 

National Democratic Front of Boroland (NDFB) general secretary Gobinda Basumatary on 15th February said that his outfit would continue its arms struggle till it reached the goal, and made it clear that the arms struggle and the moral of the outfit would not be affected because of his and the outfit's vice-president Dhiren Boro's arrests as it had a number leaders of their caliber.

The NDFB leaders said that the NDFB does have an understanding with the United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA), but not in arms struggle.

SEBA jittery over exam boycott threat
Guwahati : The secretary of the Board of Secondary Education, Mr Dinanath Barman came down heavily on the High School Teacher's Association for its decision to boycott upcoming the High School Leaving Certificate (HSLC) examination, slated to start from March 4 without taking into consideration the future of the students. Mr Barman appealed to the high school teachers to call off their examination boycott programme for the interest of the students.

News on 15th February ,2003
Tension in Bongaigaon dist, forces on alert 

Guwahati : The Assam Government on 13th February deployed additional forces of CRPF and asked the Army to stand by in Lower Assam districts following sporadic incidents of violence that took place in Bongaigaon district in protest against the signing of the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) accord.

The non-Bodos this morning came out on the streets and set ablaze a truck in Bongaigaon town and two motor bikes in Abhyapuri. They resorted to vandalism and ransacked the district offices of the AGP, Congress and AASU.

Union Minister's Shillong visit from 14th February
Guwahati : Union Minister of State for Information and Broadcasting (independent charge) Ravi Shankar Prasad will be visiting Guwahati and Shillong on February 14 and 15. He will arrive at Guwahati on February 14 and leave for Shillong the same day where he will attend various public meetings. After a night's halt at Shillong, he will return to New Delhi the next day. 

News on 14th February '2003
Medini Choudhury no more 

Guwahati : Eminent literature and Sahitya Akademi award winner Medini Mohan Choudhury passed away at his own residence in Chandmari here at 10.20 on 13th February following a brief illness. He was 74 and leaves behind his wife, a son and three daughters.

Born in 1929 at Ramasagaon near Goreswar in Kamrup district, Choudhury was actively involved in the Quit India movement. He met Mahatma Gandhi at Sarania Ashram in 1946. During 1947 he took part in generating public opinion for allowing the tribals to enter the Xatras in Barpeta. He came into contact with Bishnu Rabha in 1949. 

Bank's reluctance hits Assam's progress, RBI Governor told
Guwahati : The Assam Government on 13th February officially informed the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Dr Bimal Jalan that reluctance and casual approach of the commercial banks in extending loans to various sectors, especially agriculture, has stymied the economic progress of the State.

A delegation of the Central Board of Directors of RBI, led by Dr Bimal Jalan met the Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi here this evening and discussed the issues relating to banking sector in Assam.

Gogoi Govt gets 'B' day bashing from Muslims
Guwahati : Prominent Muslims from different walks of life on 13th February blasted the Tarun Gogoi government for committing a serious faux pas while announcing the institution of a Rs 1 lakh annual award in the name of former President, late Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed.

Assam Minister of State for Rural Development and the State Government spokesperson Ripun Bora had on 12th February announced the institution of the Award and said that "formal announcement" in this regard would be made by the Chief Minister on February 13, on the occasion of the late President's birthday". The fact, however, remains that the late President's birthday is on May 13. His death anniversary was observed on February 11. 

News on 13th February '2003 

Why is Gogoi Govt not making BTC deal public ? 

Guwahati : Call it the lackadaisical way of the functioning of the Assam Government, or its attempt to keep the people in the dark about the details of the 'BTC' accord signed in New Delhi by the Centre, the Assam Government and the BLT leaders on 10th February, the State Government has not cared to provide a copy of the Accord to the Press till on 12th February. This is unlike the previous Congress Government headed by the late Hiteswar Saikia, which had distributed copies of the BAC Accord in 1993 to journalists on the day of its signing at a press conference here.

Obviously, serious apprehensions are being raised in formed circles here that the Tarun Gogoi Government had agreed to invocation of Article 244 (A) of the Constitution for the BTC providing for an "autonomous State," but is apprehensive that an official announcement in this regard at this stage might create a serious situation in the entire State, and not just in the BTC area. Article 244 (A) envisages an "autonomous State", which has not been defined in the Constitution, providing for a separate legislature, Council of Ministers etc., for such an autonomous State.

SJSS 36-hour Assam bandh from 13th February
Guwahati : A 36-hour Assam bandh has been called by Sanmilita Janagosthiya Sangram Samiti (SJSS) from 5 p.m. on 13th February to protest the signing of the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) Accord.

The SJSS deputy chief convener Brajen Mahanta told that the people of the State were urged to observed the bandh. 

Low CD ratio behind poor show of banks in NE
Guwahati : The low credit-deposit (CD) ratio in the North-east, particularly in Assam, is due to the low demand for credit and growth in advances.

According to latest available figure from the commercial bank sources, deposit September 2001 to September 2002 was 15.8 per cent which was higher than the growth in advances of 11.2 per cent during the same period. 

Revamp RRB, employ locals in NF Rly : Gogoi tells Nitish
Guwahati : Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi has drawn the pointed attention of Railway Minister Nitish Kumar towards the Ministry's policy of depriving local candidates from various jobs in the NF Railway on the plea that they are unit for the jobs. In a massive to Mr Kumar recently, Mr Gogoi demanded that the Railway Recruitment Board (RRB) in Guwahati be restructured thoroughly so that the local youths get justice and employment in the NF Railway.

Gogoi-Rangarajan meet
Spl package, corridor, top agenda
Guwahati : Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi urged the chairman of the 12th Finance Commission, Dr C Rangarajan for extending East-West corridor from Nagaon to Jairampur in the western-most tip of Assam-Arunachal border so as to link it with the historic Stilwell Road for ensuring future connectivity of the North-east with the South-East Asian countries through the Tram-Asian Highway. 

US award for Assam girl
Guwahati : University of Missouri, Columbia, the USA has honored Ms Dorothy Phukan with 'Outstanding MBA of the year'. The award was given at the 2002 MBA Graduation at the University by Dr Mutual Christy, Director, MBA programme. Ms Dorothy is the first Indian student to have received the award. She had graduated with honors from South-east Missouri State University, the USA. Ms Dorothy is the daughter of Ms Supriti Phukan and Dr Sarat Kumar Phukan, SP Nalbari. 

Gogoi Govt's goofs up with 'Fakhruddin Award'
Guwahati : The Tarun Gogoi Government on 12th February committed a serious faux pas while announcing the institution of a Rs 1-lakh annual Award in the name of former President, late Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, whose birth day was wrongly stated to be February 13. Minister of State for Rural Development with independent charge Ripun Bora, while announcing the institution of the Award to be given away to a person of Assam who works commendably for national integration, said that "formal announcement" in this regard would be made by the Chief Minister on February 13, on the occasion of the late President's birthday." The fact, however, remains that the late President's birthday is on May 13. His death anniversary was observed on 11th February. According to informed circles here, this grave slip-up was the result of the Gogoi Government's haste in appeasing the minorities before the rival camp led by Mr Golam Osmani could commit any further damage to it. 

BGUS blasts ASEB for power tariff hike proposal 

Guwahati : Brihattar Guwahati Unnayan Samity (BGUS) has severely criticised The Assam Electricity Board (ASEB) for submitting a proposal to the Assam Electricity Board (ASEB) for submitting a proposal to the Assam Electricity Regulatory Commission (ASRC) seeking tariff hike in all categories of power supply to the consumers. 

Childline observes 2nd foundation day
Guwahati : Guwahati Childline, a 24 hours free phone service for children, celebrated its second foundation day on 9th February at Shanti Udyan, Dighalipukhuri in the city. Ms Hema Kakoty, renowned social worker was the chief guest. 

14th anniv of Down Town
Guwahati : The Down Town Hospital celebrating its 14th anniversary on February 15. As a part of the anniversary month, the hospital has organized a health mela from January 16, 2003 to February 15, 2003 in the evening hours at various OPD departments offering free gifts and health check-ups on lucky draw.

ASCWC meet held
Guwahati : The met of the Assam Scheduled Cast Workers' Council (ASCWC) held recently under the presidentship of Mr Gahin Chandra Senapati at the office premises, Guwahati expressed resentment on non-receipt of post matric scholarships by 90 per cent SC students owing to negligence of the principals concerned and callousness of the Government agencies thereby defeating the very purpose for which scholarship are sanctioned.

Manas to revert to old glory soon : Bordoloi
Guwahati : The Manas Tiger Reserve, one of the two world heritage sites in Assam, would soon regain its lost glory with the State Forest Department preparing a comprehensive plan to make it a unique spot for wild life and tourism.

"The Department is preparing a massive plan to rejuvenate for forest, destroyed by years of insurgency and make it an attractive site for tourists", Forest Minister Pradyut Bordoloi said recently. 

Stir of Doordarshan and AIR staff 
Guwahati : The programme personnel's of All India Radio and Doordarshan are going to observe a mass casual leave on February 10 as part of the nationwide agitational programme of Programme Staff Association of All India Radio and Doordarshan to press their seven points demands.

News on 12th February '2003 

This is an accord of unity : CM 

Guwahati : Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on 11th February described the Bodoland territorial Council (BTC) accord as an "accord of unity and not one born from violence".

Expressing hope that the much awaited accord would pave the way for lasting peace and rapid progress in BTC areas, he said it would play a pivotal role in accelerating development of both the Bodo and non-Bodo people living there.

Bandh hits non-Bodo areas, crucial SJSS meet on 12th February
Guwahati : Amidst a tumultuous reception, the Bodo leadership who sign the historic Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) deal with New Delhi on 11th February arrived at the Lokapriya Gopinath Bordoloi International airport here on 11th February morning by a special BSF aircraft.

While hundreds of Bodo supporters were seen waiting at the airport since early morning to accord a historic reception to the Bodo leaders, several parts of Lower Assam, especially Bongaigaon and Barpeta districts, witness a spontaneous bandh in protest against the creation of the BTC.

Wedding bells : top AASU leaders to quit
Guwahati : Some of the top leaders of the All Assam Students' Union (AASU) including president Prabin Boro, have decided to quit the organization. The reasons cited for their exit from active students politics is their proposed marriages.

While Prabin Boro will tie the knot on February 17, the publicity secretary of the Central executive committee of AASU Bhupen Bhuyan and the assistant general secretary of the Tinsukia district AASU unit Nabin Deka will have their weddings on March 4 and 5 respectively. 

'Classical dance must be brought out from the elitist audience to the common mass'
Nagara & Xatriya : Menaka to try fusion in UK shows
Guwahati : Menaka P.P. Bora, a promising and talented second generation Bharat Natyam, Kuchipudi and Xatriya dance artiste from Assam is now grounds in British mainstream dance scenario.

In her mission, accompanied by Guru and mother Indira P.P. Bora, Menaka will make an experiment with traditional Assamese Nagara instrument as a mainstream music from through Xatriya dance. 

Grenade blast in Goalpara, 4 hurt
Guwahati : Four persons were seriously injured when suspected ULFA militants hurled a Chinese grenade inside the Prem Chandra Champalal Complex in Bara Bazar area of Goalpara town on 11th February. According to police sources, the injured were identified as Kamal Singh Kucharia, Ashok Singh Kucharia (sop owners), Mahendra Choudhury (an employee) and Nepal Shan (a customer).on receiving information, Goalpara SP rushed to the site and took stock of the situation. 

News on 11th February '2003 

SJSS for 100-hr bandh, blockage ; parties cautions, Rs 100 cr for BTC :CM
Guwahati : The signing of the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) deal in New Delhi on 10th February has generated sharp reactions in the State. While political parties and several other organizations have welcomed the signing of the Accord, saying that it would pave the way for solution of the vexed Bodo problem, the Sanmilita Janagosthiya Sangram Samiti (SJSS), an umbrella group of several non-Bodo organizations, termed the BTC accord as a suicidal move of both New Delhi and Dispur.

Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi said that on 10th February's BTC Accord would ensure peace and development in the Bodo dominated areas in the State. He said that the Centre has decided to sanction Rs 100 crore for infrastructure development in the BTC area.

BSNL mobile soon, entire stretch of NH 37 to be covered
Mobile-to-mobile incoming calls under Reliance net to be free from 10th February
Guwahati : There is good news for the cell phone users in Assam and other parts of the North-east. Reliance Telecom Ltd. (RTL), the sole cellular service provider in the region, has made the mobile to mobile incoming calls within the network spanning, across West Bengal, Shillong, Madhya Pradesh, Chattisgarh, Bihar, Jharkhand, Orissa and Himachal Pradesh absolutely free for its SMART brand of prepaid subscribers. This will be effective from midnight on 10th February.

All the incoming calls from any other non RTL network shall be chargeable at Rs 0.90 per minute throughout the day. New tariff plans of postpaid subscribers. Announcement in this regard will be made soon.

Gogoi blasts Osmani
Guwahati : Reacting sharply to a news item "Gogoi telling white lines: Osmani" published in the February 9 , Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on 10th February blasted the MP and chairman of the Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) chairman A.F. Gholam Osmani for telling a blatant lie. Speaking to this newspaper from New Delhi Gogoi said that Osmani had not met the Congress high-command Ambika Soni and Arjun Singh as reported in the news item and he was actually trying to mislead the minority community through false propaganda. 

RBI's nod to Govt transactions
Guwahati : The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has lifted the ban on all transactions of that lifting of the ban would enable the government employees to draw their salaries for the month of January. The treasuries have been asked to clear the salary and other bills.

News on 10th February '2003
Hope, anxiety on eve of Bodo deal; SJSS threatens 100 hr- bandh
Guwahati : Almost the whole of lower Assam is in the grip of hope, tension and anxiety on the eve of signing of an accord by the Centre, Assam Government and the Bodo Liberation Tigers (BLT) during the tripartite meeting in New Delhi on 0th February. The accord will pave the way for creation of Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) which will have more powers than the existing Bodoland Autonomous Council (BAC) and is expected to fulfil the "political as well as social" aspirations of the Bodo people.

While the Assam Government has put the Army, police and paramilitary forces on a maximum alert in all lower Assam districts to foil any attempts at ethnic flare up after Sanmilita Janagosthiya Sangram Samiti (SJSS), an umbrella organization of several non-Bodo organizations, has threatened to disrupt normal life in Lower Assam with a 100-hour bandh call soon after the new Council in created.

Centre to help make NE a disability-free zone : Jatiya
Guwahati : Union Minister of Social Justice & Empowerment Satyanarayan Jatiya on 9th February said that the Centre would take all possible measures to make the North-east a disability-free zone. He said that the country at present is facing the challenge of multiple disability.

Inaugurating ACCESS-2003, an exhibition of aids & appliances, teaching kits and barrier free feature for persons with disabilities at the Guwahati Medical College Hospital (GMCH) premises here, Jattiya asked the governments in the north-eastern region to implement the Persons with Disabilities (Equal opportunities, Protection of Rights and full Participation) Act, 1995. He said that the government alone cannot meet the challenge of disability unless and until the society at large come forward to remove the Stigma associated with disabilities.

Yajna, puja in city too
Guwahati : Cricket World Cup fever has gripped all over India and Assam is no exception. A yajna to seek divine help for the victory of the Indian team was performed at Nepali Mandir in the city by the Nepali Mandir Pravandhak Committee from 12 noon on 9th February. The yajna was attended by a number of distinguished personalities. 

Bodo leaders accept Assam Govt.'s proposal
Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on 9th February held a high-level meeting with the members of the committee for the proposed BTC in New Delhi. The meeting attended by the BLT leaders Mainao Daimary, Chandan Brahma, ABSU president Rabi Ram Narzary, B.C. Narzary of the All Bodo Employees' Federation, Bodo MLAs Pramila Rani Brahma, Hemanta Brahma, Biswajit Daimary, Nathu Ram Boro and MPs S.K. Bwismuthiary and U.G. Brahma, agreed to the Assam Government's proposal of having six nominated Bodo members in the proposed BTC. The Bodo leaders demanded inclusion of their representatives in the Rabha Hasong, Tiwa and Missing autonomous councils. 

'Cong not doing enough for Nagaland dev'
Guwahati : BJP's North-east in-charge V Satish on 9th February alleged that the Congress was not playing any effective role in the development of Nagaland, which will shortly go to polls. The BJP leader said the Congress had not played any role to ensure the development of Nagaland during its long rule and had only "misutilization party funds". Mr Satish ridiculed the recent statement of senior Congress leader Mani Sankar Aiyar that the BJP would be defeated in the ensuing Nagaland polls.

News on 9th February '2003
NCY delegation visits NEDFi 

Guwahati : An eight-member team from the National Commission for Youth (NCY) visited NEDFi and had discussed with senior NEDFi officials on Capacity Development for NE youths recently.

The Government of India has set up the NCY under the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports to address various issues and problems being faced the youth. 

Army felicitates VDP members
Guwahati : On the occasion of 53rd raising day of VDP in Assam, the troops of Red Horns Division felicitated and feted the VDP secretaries and members in lower Assam. The celebrations extended over three days. Approximately 2,000 VDP secretaries and members of lower Assam took part in these celebrations.

SUCI to support Das
Guwahati : Mr Kalyan Choudhury, secretary Assam State committee of Socialist Unity Centre of India (SUCI) in course of a statement announced that the Assam State Committee of SUCI has decided to sponsor Mr Pijush Kanti Das, retired headmaster, Rabindranagar Vidyapith, Nagendranagar, Ratabari as SUCI supported candidate in the ensuing bye-election to the Assam State Assembly for No 1 Ratabari constituency. 

News on 8th February '2003
CM-led Govt team in Delhi 

Troops on alert in lower Assam ahead of final BTC talks
Guwahati : The Assam Government has put the Army, police and paramilitary forces on a high alert in Lower Assam districts in order to foil any untoward incident and attempts at creating ethnic flare-up following the final round of tripartite meeting between the representatives of the Centre, Assam Government and the Bodo Liberation Tigers (BLT) slated to be held in New Delhi on February 10 on the setting up of the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC). 

Cabinet nod to forest devp agencies
Guwahati : In a significant move towards conservation and protection of the forest resources, the Assam Government has decided to constitute forest development agencies (FDA) in the territorial and wildlife forest divisions in the State. The FDAs will be constituted within two months time.

The State Forest Minister Pradyut Bordoloi said that the Cabinet has approved the proposal for constitution of the FDA under the Registration of Societies Act. He said that under the FDAs at the grassroots level, various schemes relating to aforestation, preservation and protection of forest shall be implemented through the Joint Forest Management Committees and Eco Development Committees comprising local villagers located in the fringe area and vicinity of the reserved forests. 

High-level B'desh team arrives on Feb 15 to boost trade with NE
Guwahati : A high-power delegation from Bangladesh will arrive in the city on February 15 to discuss the findings of the Task Force constituted to improve trade relation between North-east India and Bangladesh.

The delegation will hold discuss with the members of prominent chambers of commerce and industry in the North-east. 

Golf diplomacy : Shillong may host BSF-BDR meet to ease heat
Guwahati : If New Delhi gives the nod, the Border Security Force (BSF) and the Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) will take a break from their animosity by participating in an exclusive golf competition in Shillong in April.

The Union Home Ministry is seriously considered the idea of holding a golf competition in the Meghalaya capital. The idea was mooted at a meeting between the BSF and BDR officials held in New Delhi in November last year. 

UK starts growing tea, new entrants threaten India's market
Guwahati : India may soon cease to be the leader of the global tea market with a number of non-traditional countries growing the glossy green crop.

Industry captains say with more and more non-traditional countries taking up tea cultivation, India's domination in the business could face heavy reversals in the near future. 

News on 7th February '2003 

March deadline for Assam Cracker 

Guwahati : The Assam Government has given the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas (MoPNG) a March deadline to start execution of the much awaited Assam Gas Cracker Project. The execution of the proposed gas cracker project is stalled mainly due to the feedstock issue not being stored out yet.

The foundation stone of the gas cracker project was laid about seven years ago by the then Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao.

The MoPNG recently came up with a suggestion that the Assam Gas Cracker should use LPG as the feedstock to cover up the shortage of natural gas. This is quite contrary to the Oil India Limited's (OIL) announcement in October 2000 that the company is committed to supply 3.5 million tones of natural gas per annum for the gas cracker project proposed to be set up in Dibrugarh district. The ONGC was supposed to supply the remaining amount of natural gas. 

Assam crime graph up, robbers & thieves keep cops busy
Guwahati : Assam's crime graph has taken a fast upward trend with reports of alarming rise in the registration of cases relating to dacoity, theft, robbery and burglary at all the district headquarters in the State in the very first month of this year.

In Guwahati city alone, the police has registered 143 cases in January. While the City Police is claiming that the crime rate is still under control, the Additional Chief Secretary (Home & Political) J.P. Rajkhowa has dashed off a confidential letter to the City SP Hiren Chandra Nath expressing displeasure over the growing number of cease relating to dacoity, theft, extorting and burglary. 

Central minister raps Assam PWD, moves CM
Guwahati : It seems construction of roads and bridges are never to be completed in Assam. Pendency of work has reached such a level that Union Minister of State for Surface Transport Major General B.C. Khanduri has recently written to Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi citing example as to how the State PWD has failed to complete the construction of a bridge over the river Lungit on the National Highway 36 even after ten years, despite having adequate funds.

AHRC seeks report on GMCH's legal cases
Guwahati : The Assam Human Rights Commission (AHRC) has asked the Principal-cum-Chief Superintendent of the Guwahati Medical College Hospital (GMCH) to submit a report on legal cases that are pending in the hospital for submission to police stations in the city. Notices has also been served to the Director of Health Service and all city hospitals and public health centres to submit post mortem and legal cases to different police stations for prompt investigation of criminal cases. 

New oil royalty not responsible : Mahanta
Guwahati : Former Assam Chief Minister and AGP leader Prafulla Kumar Mahanta on 6th February expressed deep resentment over the new rate of crude oil royalty which has been fixed at 20 per cent. In a statement, the former Chief Minister said that the Centre has poured cold water on oil-producing states' hope of boosting their economy with the fixation of a reasonable rate of oil royalty. Mr Mahanta further said that during the tenure as the Chief Minister, the State Government had demanded 40 per cent royalty for crude oil, and according to him, that was a reasonable price. 

Meet on eye donation at Nethralaya 

Guwahati : A meeting of the Eye Bank of Sri Sankardeva Nethralaya here on Eye Donation was held recently where a number of prominent citizens, social workers and representatives of some NGPs, including Lions Club and Rotary Club in Guwahati, Hathat Sangha, All Assam Voluntary Blood Donors Association, Assam Gujrat Voluntary Blood Bank, Helpage India etc., participated. The meeting was organizations aware about the magnitude of the problem of corneal blindness in India and its impact on socio-economic status of the country. A detailed discussion was also held on how to educate the people about the problem and the importance of mass participation in eye donation activities. The meeting was chaired by Dr Harsha Bhattacharjee, medical director of the institution. The meeting concluded that for a better and organized movement of the cause, continuous and relentless awareness programmes in different forms must be undertaken by all concerned by organizing periodic workshops.

SIRD stall awarded
Guwahati : Exhibition stall put up by SIRD , Assam in the Gramshree Mela held in Guwahati from January 25 to February 2 has been adjudged as the best stall among 100 stall.

It received the certificate of excellence. Twelve SHGs working under SIRD, exhibition different items. Diversified handloom products, herbal products, fresh and dry mushroom, jute products, brass metal crafts, cane and bamboo products were the major items exhibited by the SHGs. 

News on 6th February '2003 

1,921 teachers regularized, arrears soon 

No provincialization of schools, Govt favours need-based aid : Bora
Guwahati : The Assam Government has halted the process of provincialization of schools in the State. A Cabinet sub-Committee will be formed to identify the schools which need "special grant" from the Government.

On the other hand, the Education Department has decided to fill up 200 posts of subject teachers at the higher secondary schools. The process of appointment of the teachers will begin soon.

Kamp admin, GMDA move
Plastic-free drive in city from Feb 15
Guwahati : The Kamrup district administration in association with the Guwahati Metropolitan Development Authority (GMDA), officers-in-charge of all police stations and the people in general will launch a massive drive to make Guwahati a plastic free city from February 15.

The drive will be carried out on a war footing as the plastic bags, besides clogging drains, have posed to be a serious health hazard for the city dwellers. 

Tourism officials blame Kamakhya Temple Trust, say petition in High Court delaying execution
ATDC-Kamakhya row delays Temple ropeway project
Guwahati : An ambitious passenger ropeway project at Kamakhya to provide the visitor and tourists an airborne travels system and enjoy the panoramic view of the Guwahati city, the surrounding hills and the Brahmaputra river is yet to see the light of the day as the Assam Tourism Development Corporation Ltd. (ATDC) and the Kamakhya Temple Trust have failed to clear their own set of differences in execution of the project.

SAKP's Raj Bhavan march on Feb 27
Guwahati : The Sadou Asom Karmachari Parishad (SAKP) will launch 'Raj Bhavan chalo' stir on February 27, demanding resignation of Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on the ground of failures on all fronts. The SAKP will submit a memorandum to the Governor, Lt Gen (retd) S.K. Sinha highlighting as to how the Tarun Gogoi Government has failed to cater to the genuine demands of the employees and teachers. 

Two NDFB cadres killed in lower Assam
Guwahati : The troops of the Red Horns Division, deployed in the Darrang district, killed two NDFB cadres early on 5th February in the Suwagpur area. Earlier, on receipt of information regarding likely movement of the ultras, the troops had laid on ambush in the area. On being challenged, the militants opened fire. Two militants were killed when the troops retailed. One of them had been identified as a "self-styled' Corporal B Gehum alias Sehan Boro. 

News on 5th February '2003 

Try a unilateral truce for peace : AASU
Guwahati : The All Assam Students' Union (AASU) has lambasted the Centre for giving a cold shoulder to its proposal to announce a unilateral ceasefire against all militant outfits operating in the State for a single month on an experimental basis. The students' organization has accused New Delhi of adopting an attitude of "prejudice and bias" in bringing back an atmosphere of peace in Assam.

AASU adviser Dr Samujjal Bhattacharyya said that the AASU on several occasions had requested the Centre, both in writing and verbally, to announce a unilateral ceasefire against the militant outs, especially the banned ULFA and NDFB, for a single month on an experimental basis. He said that the truce proposal would have clicked if the leaders in New Delhi had sincerely pursued it.

Gogoi : no talks on sovereignty
Guwahati : AGP leader and former chief minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta's comments that the Centre should start peace talks with the banned ULFA, and discuss the issue of sovereignty raised by the rebel group if necessary, has evoked mixed reactions in the State.

Mahanta in a statement on 3rd February that discussion on sovereignty does not imply giving away sovereignty to the militants, and, therefore, there was no harm in talking on the issue if necessary. 

Cable TV viewing a costly affair in city, fee hike flayed
Guwahati : Taking advantage of the cricket world cup craze, the city cable operators have effected an exorbitant hike in their monthly fees from the subscribers. While the hike is a pure case of taking the customers once again for a ride, the district administration is silent on the issue. 

CBI charge sheet to Nagen killers by Feb-end
Guwahati : The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) will file charge sheets against six ULFA cadres who were involved in the brutal assassination of senior AGP leader and then State Minister of PWD & Forest Nagen Sarma at Bahjani in Nalbari district on February 27, 2001. The special crime branch of CBI, Kolkata, which has completed the investigation into the brutal killing, would file charge sheets in the city by the end of this month. Among the six ULFA accused, two cadres were killed in the encounter with the security forces. The CBI team during its investigation into had also interrogated Akon Sargewari alias Young Sangma who is currently under detention at the Tura jail in Meghalaya. 

Major shake-up in State admin
Guwahati : In a major shake-up in Assam administration on 4th February Commissioner of Taxes, T R Dey has been transferred and posted as the Commissioner and Secretary to Finance Department. While Goalpara DC K.C. Samria has been transferred and posted as Nalbari DC, Nalbari DC B.K. Chakraborty has been transferred and posted as Commissioner of Taxes. Tinsukia DC S.K. Sinha is transferred and posted as Kamrup (rural) DC relieving A.K. Absar Verma has been transferred and posted as Goalpara DC while DRDA Project Director, Jorhat M.C. Sahu has been transferred and posted as P&RD Director. While CEO, Khadi and Village Industries Board and Additional Secretary to Education Department, Mr B.N. Das has been posted as Tinsukia DC, the Joint Secretary, Board Areas, Mr C R Kalita, ACS has been transferred and his services have been placed at the proposal of Handloom, Textiles and Sericulture Department for appointment as CEO, Khadi and Village Industries Board. 

HC notice to Chief Secy, others
Guwahati : A single judge bench of the Gauhati High Court comprising Justice I.A. Ansari on 4th February issued show-cause notices to the State Chief Secretary, the Chairman of Delimitation Commission of India, the Deputy Election Commissioner of India and the Secretary of General Administration Department asking them to explain as to why the notifications to create two administrative zones of the existing Kamrup district should not be cancelled.

News on 4th February '2003
Reining the corrupt - Officials not filing assets, says CVC, Changkakoti 

Guwahati : The tall claims of the Tarun Gogoi Government to do away with corruption and maintain transparency has fallen flat as the Commissioner, Secretary and other top officials are too reluctant to carry out the suggestions and recommendations of the State Chief Vigilance Commissioner (CVC) in other words, several recommendations of the CVC have been put on the backburner by the Government departments.

The Congress Government, soon after coming to power in 2001, had created the post of the State CVC to put a check on corruption and unfair practices by the ministers and bureaucrats. 

Skulls in city drain, cops blame medicos
Guwahati : A great deal of sensation and curiosity prevails in the city following the recovery of two human skulls from a drain near the Mohendra Mohan Choudhury (MMC) hospital on the busy Mahatma Gandhi Road here during a cleanliness drive by the Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) on 3rd February morning.

The City SP Hiren Nath told that the skulls are suspected to be more than 15 years old and have been sent for forensic tests. He said that the skills which, have almost become fossilized, might have been dumped in the drain by the Guwahati Medical College Hospital (GMCH) authorities. 

Cabinet clears new seat reservation formula for BTC
Guwahati : The Cabinet on 3rd February decided to keep 30 seats reserved for the Bodos, five for non-Bodos and five seats for the general category in the proposal Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC).

A meeting of the State Cabinet held here on 3rd February evening, chaired by Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, decided that if the Bodo Liberation Tigers (BLT) does not agree to 3rd February's decision, the Cabinet would adopt a new seat sharing formula by keeping 30 seats reserved for the Bodos, 10 seats open for all, and six seats reserved for the Assam Government over the issue of reservation of seats in the proposed BTC. 

Mahanta : talk to ULFA, discuss even sovereignty if necessary
Guwahati : Former Assam Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta on 3rd February urged New Delhi to immediately start the peace process with the banned United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) with an open mind. He said that the Centre should start the peace process even if the ULFA wants to have a dialogue on the issue of sovereignty. 

Ford Foundation grant for study research in NE
Guwahati : The Omeo Kumar Das Institute of Social Change and Development (OKDISCD), the only north-eastern member of the network of 27 research centres of excellence sponsored by the Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR) , New Delhi, has offered to work as a think tank of the Assam Government in the matter of taking important policy decisions and finding solutions to various problems, including insurgency and ethnic unrest. 

'Centre in nexus with MINC cellular operator's 

AJYCP raps centre on basic telephone policies
Guwahati : The Asom Jatiyatabadi Yaba Chatra Parishad has decried the rise in the basic telephone services, including the monthly rental, of the public sector undertakings like the Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited.

The AJYCP has termed this as a conspiracy theory of the Government of India in connivance with the foreign based multi-national mobile telecom giants which has hit the middle class consumers the most. 

Fratricidal killings by NSCN threaten peace process
Guwahati : A string of violent fratricidal clashed between two fratricidal tribal separatist groups in Nagaland could jeopardize a fragile peace in the region.

A police spokesman on 1st February said that at least four militants were killed in separate gang wars between rival militant factions of the National Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN).

ULFA militants killed
Guwahati : The troops of Red Horns Division of Army killed two ULFA militants in a retaliatory fire with the militants at north of Nanaipara area of Darrang district. Based on specific information about the presence of ULFA militants in an isolated hut in general area north of Nanaipara, the troops of Red Horns division deployed in Chapai, Darrang district, carried out specific operation of the area. 

News on 3rd February '2003 

PM, CM force DONER to release funds for Assam
Guwahati : Intervention by Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee and Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi has made the Department of Development of North Eastern Region (DONER) release more funds from the non-lapsable pool of resources (NLPR) to Assam.

The DONER, which had refused to clear several schemes submitted by the Assam Government in the early part of 2002, has now decided to sanction Rs 138 crore for execution of eight new schemes in the current financial year. The Assam Government is expecting another Rs 80 crore by the end of March. An official of the State Planning & Development department has been asked to stay in New Delhi and pursue the DONER to release more funds before the end the current financial year. 

Police look for ULFA apartment in city
Guwahati : The City Police has started a massive search to locate the multistoried apartment purchased by the banned ULFA to give shelter to the outfit cadres. The police is also looking for two PCOs set up by the ULFA and local youths engaged by it to run the booths.

The outfits has purchased the apartment with a purpose to provide "safe accommodation" for the cadres and linkmen in the city. The police said that the ULFA may have purchased the apartment in a busy locality in the city to leave no ground for suspicion in the eyes of public and police. 

Bhubaneswar Kalita bereaved
Guwahati : Giribala Chalet, mother of Assam Minister for Industry, Commerce & Public Enterprises, Bhubaneswar Kalita passed away on 2nd February at about 2.30 p.m. She was 73. She leaves behind 5 daughters and one son. She was cremated at her home town Rangia in the evening. 

GP Barua new Director of Indian Carbon
Guwahati : Former RBI Banking Ombudsman and noted economist GP Barua has joined the board of India Carbon Ltd., as the Director at Kolkata recently at her home town Rangia in the evening.

News on 2nd February '2003
ASWC's procurement drive launched
Guwahati : Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi recently inaugurated the Cooperation Department's scheme of procuring various rice varieties, namely Aijong, Mussori and Ranjit, from the farmers of Assam at Rs 560 per quintal, at a function in Titabor recently.

The Assam State Warehouse Corporation (ASWC) has been selected as the procurement agency in view of its track record in the matter of profitably running the warehousing business for the Government in the cooperative sector in the face of various odds in the past several decades. 

BIEO catches, IOC, NFR, IIT
Guwahati : The Bureau of Investigation of Economic Offences (BIEO) of the Assam Police a major role in boosting the coffers of the cash-starved Assam Government by its detecting evasion of sale tax, forest royalty etc. A special drive launched by the Bureau last year had resulted in realization of record amount from the defaulters. 

AXX session from Feb 18
Guwahati : The 67th session of Axom Xahitya Xabha will commence in Padmanath and Panindra areas of Lakhimpur from February 8 with a four-day-long programme. Dr Basant Kumar Bhattacharya, General Secretary, Axon Xahitya Xabha, said only the cultural programmes and exhibition will be held in Panindra for the convenience of delegates. All the other programmes will be held at Padmanath.

NEEPCO threatens power cuts in defaulting NE States
Guwahati : Expressing serious concern over non-payment of dues by some north-eastern States, NEEPCO has threatened to take the 'unpleasant action' of regulating power supply to these defaulting States.

News on 1st February '2003
City cops exhausted with VIP duty
Guwahati : Too pressed for VIP or VVIP duties and containing insurgent activities, the City Police personnel have been left with little time to concentrate on the general law-and-order problem. That is the impression one gets if he or she goes to the police station to lodge any complaint or an FIR against incidents of robbery or theft.

The City Police have registered about 750 cases of robbery, burglary and theft in 2002 which was a sharp rise from the number of registered cases that stands at 403 on the same offences in 2001. The number of such cases registered this month stands at more than 12. 

Assam Govt to move President for ouster of APSC Chairman
Guwahati : The State Government has started the process of exploring legal and constitutional options to remove the Assam Public Service Commission (APSC) Chairman Amiyo Kumar Bora against whom the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has registered criminal cases under sections 420 and 511 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC).

The CBI has filed a criminal case against Bora on charges of resorting to corrupt practices and hatching conspiracy to deprive 46 deserving candidates from being appointed as junior accounts assistants for the railway service when the latter headed the Railway Recruitment Board in 1997-98. Charges have also been leveled that Bora had given appointments to 23 youths who failed in the written test conducted by the Railway Recruitment Board for the posts of Junior accounts assistants in 1997.

NFR revamps security, takes steps to reduce accidents
Guwahati : The NF Railway has gone for a massive revamp of its security arrangements, including providing satellite phones to all the Divisional headquarters, with an aim to foil militant activities and do away with human and do away with human and mechanical errors.

The NF Railway, General Manager Vipan Nanda said that 10 companies of the Railway Protection Security Force (RPSF) have been deployed in the region to bring militant activities in the vulnerable areas under control. 

Army, ULFA shootout on Bhutan border
Guwahati : Troops of the Army's Red Horns Division exchange fire with a group of ULFA rebels near Ganeshguri, under Tamulpur P S in Nalbari district, close to the border with Bhutan on 28th January. A top Army official said the troops foiled the attempt by the ULFA militants to sneak into Assam from their Bhutan bases. The official said there was no casualty. However, a caller identifying himself as Paresh Barua, commander-in-chief of the ULFA and claimed that four Army soldiers were killed in Tuesday's shootout between 1 and 6 p.m. The caller said three ULFA men were also injured in the encounter. 


