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	News on 31st October '2002 

Gaiaraj Corps host special meet for handicapped children 

Guwahati : A special children's meet was organized at 155 Base Hospital, Tezpur to help the physically and mentally challenged children recently. The meet was attended by all the 'special children' of Gajraj Corps and their parents. Lt Gen Mohinder Singh, AVSM, GoC Gajraj Corps and Ms Jasbir Mohinder Singh, President Gajraj AWWA attended the meet. They were welcomed to the meet by Brig N K Bhandari, VSM Commandant, 155 Base Hospital and his wife Ms Raksha Bhandari. Speaking on the occasion, Lt Gen Mohinder Singh, GoC Gajraj Corps complemented the parents for their courage in bringing up their children. He said that they must make all efforts to ensure that these children are self-reliant once they grew up . He suggested that they must give these children some sort of vocational training to achieve the same. They interacted with the special children and the parents, and listened to their problems, as well as the progress they have made towards improving their condition.

Teok FRU inaugurated
Guwahati : "The Government will establish at least one First Referral Unit (FRU) in every district of the State by the end of the year". This was disclosed by the Minister of Health and Family Welfare Dr Bhumidhar Barman while inaugurating the Teok FRU. A public meeting on this occasion was held under the chairperson of Mr Membor Gogoi, MLA, Teok. The Minister said that steps were being taken for provision of blood bank and sonography at Teok FRU. The Government will upgrade Jorhat Civil Hospital into a regional hospital and diagnostic centre in the campus of the civil hospital will be established soon.  

Entrepreneurs seek rehab of sick looms
Guwahati : A high power joint delegation of Association of North Eastern Small Scale Industries (NESSIA), Assam State Power Loom Co-operative Federation (APCOFED), All Assam Power Loom Entrepreneurs Association, Assam Entrepreneurs Association and others called on Dr Hemoprabha Saikia , Assam Minister for Textiles at Janata Bhawan recently and submitted a memorandum demanding special rehabilitation for the existing 500 limping power looms of the State .

UBIEA'a public meeting on Oct 27
Guwahati : United Bank of India Employees' Association, Assam State (UBIEA, Assam State) will organize a public meeting in Chaygaon to be held in premises of Chaygaon M.V. School on October 27, as per of on going campaign programme launched by All India Bank Employees' Association (AIBEA) against Central Governments' move to privatize the public sector banks. The public sector banks have immensely contributed in different aspects of our economy but once it is privatized as conspired by the Central Government these banks will be used by the big industrial and business houses to build up their own empire as well as the foreign multi-national corporations will also take control of the entire banking system through share markets manipulations which will endanger the country's sovereignty also.

News on 30th October '2002
Gogoi : I'll move President to restrain Sinha 

Guwahati : The Tussle between the Governor Lt Gen (retd) S.K. Sinha and Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi over the issue of repeal of the controversial IM (DT) Act is poised to snowball into a major constitutional crisis. Literally fed up and irritated over the Governor's repeated airing of his "personal" view favouring repeal of the Act at public functions, Gogoi on 29th October said that he would take up the matter with the President APJ Kalam and the Union Home Ministry. The Congress Government in Assam is opposed to the repeal of the IM (DT) Act.

The Chief Minister reiterated that Sinha being the constitutional head of the State must restrain himself while airing his "personal" view on the Assam Government's policies including the repeal of the IM (DT) Act. He questioned the propriety of the Governor in making his "personal" stand on the Act public despite being the constitutional head of the State.

Assam Govt admits lapse in security, probe ordered
Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on 29th October admitted a security lapse that led to the recent spate of violence in the State, especially the mortar attack at Dispur, a high security zone.

Meanwhile, the Assam Government has instituted an enquiry into the mortar attack that took place in the late evening hours of October 27. IGP, Criminal Investigation Department (CID) of the Assam Police S.P. Kar will conduct the enquiry and submit his report to the government soon. 

Late knowledge of attack : Opp flays CM
Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi's admission before a section of the press on 29th October that he had come to know of the mortar attack in Dispur around 90 minutes after the incident has landed him in some trouble with criticism from both the main Opposition parties, AGP and BJP.

The BJP on 29th October reserved the hardest attack for Mr Gogoi saying that the admittance by the Chief Minister clearly shows that it was not he who was running the administration, but someone else, and so his stay as the State Chief Minister was irrelevant. 

NE hit by lack of partnership : CII - Investments can silence guns in Assam, says CM
Guwahati : "Ignore insurgency". This was the message Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi conveyed to members of the Confederation of Indian Industries (CII) who gathered here on 29th October for the inauguration of its 35th office in the country. The Guwahati office of the CII is the second in the North-east after the Kohima office.

The CII unveiled its action plan in the region, especially in Assam, where the focus will be on employment generation, infrastructure development, improvement of connectivity, promoting investments and technology transfer, tourism promoting and working with the Assam Government in policy formation. 

AGP's plea to parties on IMDT repeal
Guwahati : Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) president Brindaban Goswami said on 29th October that appealed to political parties who have favouring the repeal of the controversial IM (DT) Act, to play an active role convene a joint session of the parliament immediately for the repeal of the Act. Mr Goswami said that earlier a Rajya Sabha member from the AGP had moved a private member Bill for the repeal of the Act, however, the Bill could not be passed following lack of support from the national parties. These apart, the then AGP Government in Assam, had submitted an affidavit in favour of the PIL at Supreme Court demanding the repeal of the Act, adding that the RS member of the party had also raised the demand for the repeal of the Act in the House at the time of the approval to the Prevention of Terrorism Act (POTA).

Dispur attack : ultra identified
Guwahati : The police has identified the ULFA ultras involved in the recent mortar attack in Dispur area of the city. It has also nabbed a few persons for interrogation after being able to get hold of vital clues. Police sources said that they have stepped up security for VIPs and VVIPs in the state with the concept of 'area security'. However, Inspector General of Police (Special Branch), Mr Khagen Sharma said that the police had intelligence reports regarding such an attack. 

Academic session to begin from April
Guwahati : The Assam Cabinet and Council of Ministers, in a meeting on 29th October, approved the beginning of academic session of schools from the month of April with effect from 2003. The decision was taken to make it convenient for the students under the Board of Secondary Education , Assam (SEBA) to pursue their courses at the same time and duration with the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE). It also decided that the duration of classes would be three hours for primary level and five hours for the highschool level. 

News on 29th October '2002 

Assault on rebels in Bhutan must : CM - "Treat border with Bhutan seriously, rush more forces'
Guwahati : Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on 28th October said that 'flushing out' ULFA and NDFB rebels from their bases in Bhutan through a joint assault by Indian and Bhutanese troops is the only way to contain the 'mindless acts of violence' by the insurgents in the State.

Mr Gogoi said : "I had told Home Minister Advani in writing in January itself about and tackle the militants operating out of safe hideouts inside Bhutan. I am repeating this demand once again now after the senseless killing of innocent villagers on the Bhutan border in Kokrajhar district by the NDFB on 27th October." He said he had also raised the matter during a recent meeting with Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee.

5 held in Kakrajhar , ULFA behind mortar attack : Police
Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on 27th October asked the Chief Secretary PK Datta and the Assam Police chief H.K. Deka to consider the massacre of non-Bodo villagers by the NDFB a "very serious matter" and initiate immediate follow-up actions to hunt down the culprits.

The Union Home Ministry has also expressed grave concern over the renewed spate of violence in the State. 

Education Dept flouts panel's order, regularizes 6,000 teachers
Guwahati : Corruption appears to be simply irresistible for the Education department officials, especially in case of appointment of teachers, During the last two-and-a-half years, the department has regularized the services of 6,000 teachers whose appointments were termed as illegal by the Manoharan Committee.

The Manoharan Committee was constituted by the erstwhile AGP government with the task of investigating into the rampant corrupt practices prevalent during the Hiteswar Saikia regime while appointing thousands of teachers. The Committee after enquiry categorized the teachers appointed during the Congress regime as "illegal" and "irregular". 

'I'll be insecure every night..'
Guwahati : Life will never be the same again for Manoranjan Mandol, Hasan Ali, Ratan Rai, Ramchandra Prasad, Yamin Khan, Safim Ahmed and Harun Ansari who had been able to escape from the jaws of death after they were lined up by the NDFB's masked firing squad at Datgiri-Hatisar village near the Assam-Bhutan border before dawn on 27th October.

Centre for 3-tier tracking system of NE rural funds
Guwahati : Union Minister for Rural Development Shanta Kumar on 28th October said that the Centre is actively considering to set up a three-tier monitoring system at the State, District and block levels to stop misutilization of rural development funds in the north-eastern states.

The Minister said that the Centre is also thinking of conceding to the demand of the north-eastern states to change the funding pattern of rural development assistance from the ratio of 75:25 to 90:10. He said that misutilization of rural development funds is an all-India phenomenon which was evident from the fact that majority of rural people are still living below the poverty line despite the Planning Commission's allocation of Rs 40,000 crore for rural development under the 9th Plan.

BJYM concerned over law and order
Guwahati : The Bharatiya Janata Yava Morcha (BJYM) has expressed concern over the prevailing law-and-order situation in the State. The Morcha's national secretary, Mr Ranjit Dutta and state president, Mr Hiren Kakoti said that at a time when even the lives of politicians are insecure, how can the general people live a secured life.

7-Digit telephone numbers in city
Guwahati : Guwahatians will have seven-digit telephone numbers from 12 p.m. on 28th October. The General Manager of Kamrup Telecom Circle, Mr SK Bhasuri informed that number '2' would be added at the beginning of the existing telephone numbers of the subscribers. 

2 NDFB cadres killed in Nalbari
Guwahati : At least two hard-core National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) ultras were killed in an encounter with the Army in Nalbari district on 28th October. Based on a specific information that the NDFB cadres used to frequently visit the bordering villages to collect rations and essential commodities, the troops of Red Horns Division laid a trap at Mesguri, three km north-east of Kamari Kata under, Tamulpur police station in the district.

News on 28th October '2002
Villagers lined up and shot by masked rebels. Police bus blown up, 6 cops hurt. Gogoi speaks to Advani - Terror strikes Assam, NDFB kills 22
Guwahati : In its biggest-ever strike on civilians hooded rebels, believed to be belonging to the banned National Democratic Front of Boroland (NDFB), massacred 22 non-Bodos in Kokrajhar district, just on the border with Bhutan, besides injuring at least 12 other villagers. The rebels also blew up a bridge as a police team was crossing it in vehicle on way to the site of the carnage, injuring six policemen, two of them critically.

Rattled by the attack, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi reviewed the State's security situation at a high-level meeting here on 27th October, and spoke to Union Home Minister L.K. Advani. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi said: "I told Mr Advani that there has been a vacuum after large contingents of the Army and paramilitary forces have been pulled out of the State to Jammu & Kashmir. He has assured me that additional forces will be made available to Assam to combat the rebels." 

Mortar blast rattles Dispur
Guwahati : Unidentified militants lobbed a mortar into an officers' colony near the high-security Dispur capital complex here around 7 p.m. on 27th October sending the City Police into a tizzy.

Police sources said that there has been no casualty in the attack. However, four cars parked in the area have been damaged.

The mortar, presumably fired from the Sarumatioria hillside, landed between the official residence of State Law Secretary Kuladhar Phukan and Director, Land Reforms, Ananta Malakar, the police said.

Barnali rape : women's panel directives flouted
Guwahati : The bitter memories of the inhuman rape of eight-year-old Barnali Deb by some employees of Network Travels and N R Travels here in July last and her subsequent death are still fresh in the minds of the people of the State. But the hue and cry created over the episode by various organizations demanding justice to her family and strict punishment to the culprits have now subsided.

Bohori tense, one killed
Guwahati : Tension has gripped the Bohori area of Barpeta district on 27th October, following the killing of one Haren Talukdar by a group of minority people. According to police sources, following an altercation in regard of a community fishery, belonging to the Bohori Xatra, the minority group attacked those who are running the fishery and killed Talukdar. He weekly Bohori market remained closed on 27th October and the local populace have called for Bohori bandh on 28th October in protest against the killing. The minority group was allegedly charged by fishery owners of stealing fish at night and some of them were also caught on 27th October's night by the grounds. However, the Barpeta District Superintendent of Police SP Singh said that the situation was under control and some people were trying to give communal colour to the murder arising out of the fishery. 

Row in AGP over vice-chief post
Guwahati : Infighting seems to be cropped up in the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) yet again, this time on the appointment of Dilip Saikia as the vice-president of the party. The post of the vice-president of the party has been lying vacant since registration of Ganesh Kutum from the post. According to a section of the party, party president Brindaban Goswami has been placing his men in important posts of the party without even taking consent of party forum. They said that Mr Goswami had earlier appointed Hitendra Nath Goswami as the general secretary in the same fashion.

News on 27th October '2002
Red faces in NFR hqrs over minister's rap
Guwahati : The NF Railway officials were left with red faces when the Union Minister of State for Railways Bandaru Dattatraya on 26th October expressed seriously disappointment over the state-of-affairs prevailing at the Guwahati Railway Station (GRS).

Mr Dattatraya said that he was not happy with hygiene and other sanitation facilities at the GRS. He said that the GRS is face of the NF Railway since the city is the gateway to the North-east. 

Gogoi : AGP has no right to ask my resignation
Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on 26th October ridiculed the AGP's demand of seeking his resignation no moral grounds in the wake of the recently unearthed tractor purchase scam of the Assam Plain Tribes Development Corporation (APTDC).

Gogoi told that the AGP has no moral right to seek his resignation since the erstwhile AGP government's regime was once of scams and corruption. He said that he would examine the alleged corruption at the APTC and punish those who are responsible for it.

BJP calls Assam bandh on Oct 31, slams Gogoi Govt
Guwahati : The Assam BJP president, Mr Rajen Gohain on 26th October demanded President's rule in the State and said that the Congress Government must go to prevent Assam from becoming the second Jammu & Kashmir of the country.

Mr Gohain said that the Tarun Gogoi-led government has failed to prevent ISI- sponsored activities in the State, the growth of Muslim fundamentalist groups and the unabated influx of illegal migrants from neighbouring Bangladesh, and hence deserves to go.

He said that the government had displayed a lack of political will to solve the vital issue of illegal migrants for its selfish political motive. Mr Gohain reiterated the BJP's stand on the IM(DT) Act and said that the Act must be scrapped.

Centre okays Assam scheme
Guwahati : The Centre has joined hands with the Assam Government to reduce the man-elephant conflicts in the State. Four projects submitted by the State Forest department with an aim to prevent fast habitat fragmentation of elephants have been approved by the Union Ministry of Forest.

Assam Minister for Forest Pradyut Bordoloi said that first ever Asiatic elephant festival would be organized by the State Forest department in collaboration with the Air India at Kaziranga National Park on January 11 and 12, 2003. He said that the sole purpose of holding the elephant festival would be to draw the attention at the national as well as international forums on the importance of Asiatic elephants. The festival will give an understanding to the wildlife experts and activist as to how the elephants are being endangered due to rapid habitat fragmentation, he said.

Sangam pooh poohs border fencing idea to stop influx
Guwahati : The Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) general secretary and former Lok Sabha Speaker P.A. Sangma on 26th October said that fencing along the Assam-Bangladesh border is not the solution to check infiltration of Bangladeshi nationals to the north-eastern states.

Sangma said that the Centre is talking a myopic view of the problem of unabated influx from Bangladesh. 

NE Rural Dev Ministers' meet on Oct 28
Guwahati : A conference of the rural development ministers of the north-eastern States will be held at Hotel Brahmaputra Ashoke in the city on October 28. The meeting will also be attended by Union Rural Development of State for Rural Development Minister Santa Kumar, Union Minister of State for Rural Development Subhash Maharia, Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi and top-level officials of the Union Ministry of Rural Development . 

Police raids city studio
Guwahati : The Chandmari police on 26th October night raided Link Studio in the Rajgarh area of the city on charges of possessing CDs and cassettes related to militant organizations. The police also questioned the management and employees of the studio.

Adivasi delegation meets CM
Guwahati : A 15-member All Adivasi Students' Association of Assam delegation met the Chief Minister, Mr Tarun Gogoi on 26th October and demanded immediate and proper rehabilitation of the riot-affected Adivasis of Kokrajhar, Bongaigaon and Dhubri districts.

News on 26th October '2002
BTC no better than BAC, war on terror has hit our fight: NDFB 

Guwahati : The banned National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) has termed the move to create the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) as "no better than the already rejected BAC". It said that proposed BAC is not a pragmatic solution to the vexed Bodo problem.

Addressing a meeting on the occasion of 16th foundation day of the NDFB at an undisclosed location, self-styled president of the banned outfit D.R. Naba said that his organization is always ready to resolve the issue of "occupation and oppression of Bodoland by India" through talks. He said that before going for talks with the "colonial government of India", the NDFB would have to ponder seriously over the past experiences of the Bodo people.

MLAs okay more villages into BTC
Guwahati : In a significant development 11 MLAs of both the Congress and AGP on 25th October gave their nod to include 11 out of the 93 additional villages listed by the All Bodo Students' Union (ABSU) and the Bodo Liberation Tiger (BLT) for inclusion in the proposed Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC). The MLAs gave their approval during a meeting with the Cabinet Sub-Committee on the BTC held here on 25th October morning. 

200 jumbos stalk IAF Tezpur base
Guwahati : Elephants are posing a serious threat to the Indian Air Force (IAF) base at Tezpur . More than 200 elephants move night which not only create trouble for the night flyers (trainee pilots) but also the groundmen who are in constant fear of being trampled by the tuskers.

The IAF's Tezpur base is important station due to due to its strategic location. Advance fighter plane training is imparted to the pilots of the IAF here. 

AGP demands Tarun Gogoi's resignation 

Guwahati : Daring to prove corruption with facts and figures that took place during the last one year of the Congress government's regime, the AGP on 25th October demanded registration of Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi accepting moral responsibility.

The AGP which is the main Opposition party, dropped the first corruption bombshell on the Tarun Development Corporation (APTDC) in the matter of purchase of 37 tractors at exorbitant prices than the actual market rate. 

Assam gives power to panchayats
Guwahati : The Assam Government on 25th October gave financial powers to the panchayats. The panchayat bodies were set up an year ago, but remained toothless because of lack of financial powers. Official sources said that the Gazette Notification for handing over financial power to all the 29 departments of the State had been published. 

News on 25th October '2002 

I did not talk about killing people, I respect human rights : Sarat Phukan 

Guwahati : The Assam Police has landed itself in a soup with the Assam Human Rights Commission (AHRC) on 24th October registering a suo motto case against the Nalbari SP Sarat Phukan based on media reports and seeking an explanation from the DGP H.K. Deka on how a "responsible and law abiding" official could make a statement that militants and communal forces operating in the district would be eliminated.

The AHRC said that the statement is of a "very serious" nature and is tantamount to violation of the basic principles of the Indian Constitution which enshrines the right to live. 

List births & deaths, boats in border : new move to halt influx
Guwahati : The Assam Government has issued instructions to all the deputy commissioners and SPs to identify the illegal Bangladeshi nationals who have newly infiltrated into the State with the help of local people in the border districts. The Government has also alerted the DCs and SPs to remain vigilant against anti-national activities following a report of Research and Analysis Wing (RAW) that there is a need to keep tab on the activities of "some" organizations. 

NO OBC for Muslims : new group
Guwahati : The Assam State Markazi Jamiat Ulama-E-Hind, a non-political platform consisting of Muslims from different walks of life, on 24th October opposed the Assam Government's move to grant OBC status to the Muslims living in Assam.

Working president of the newly formed State Markazi Jamiat Ulama-E-Hind Alhaj Ali Ahmed Hussain said that there is no need to categorize the whole Muslim community as OBC. He said that the Assam Government can take some initiative to uplift the economic status of the Muslims living at char areas.

Fresh case on ex-APSC chief filed
Guwahati : The Vigilance and anti-Corruption Department has filed a fresh case against the former chairman of the Assam Public Service Commission, Mr Tara Pada Das , who is now a sitting MLA from the Borkhetri constituency, on charges of tampering with documents and anomalies in the selection of candidates for APSC posts.

Muga in Russian grave? Study soon
Guwahati : Assamese muga at Russian graveyards and local gold ornaments in the European market. Sounds interesting. This and many other interesting aspects relating to Assam's connections with the outside world, having little or no mention in history, may be unravelled as the Department of Historical and Antiquarian Studies (DHAS) is embarking on a study to establish the State's outside links dating back to thousands of years. 

Panel on police reforms formed
Guwahati : A high-level meeting of the Assam Police Officials held here on 24th October constituted a sub committee to consider the recommendations put forward by former DGP Nishinath Changkakoti for police reforms in the State. Changkakoti, who is currently the State Chief Vigilance Commissioner, in an exhaustive report submitted to the Assam Government a few months ago, recommended several ways on modernization of Assam Police. 

Assam gets Rs 4.63-cr dividend from NRL
Guwahati : The Numaligarh Refinery Ltd (NRL) declared divided at the rate of 30 per cent on post tax profit of Rs 123 crore for the for the year 2001-02. The Assam Government, which holds 10 per cent equity share of the refinery , got Rs 4.63 crore as dividend. NRL MD B.K. Das handed over a cheque of Rs 4.63 crore to Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi at Dispur on 24th October. 

3 NDFB cadres shot dead in Nalbari
Guwahati : Three National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) militants were killed in an encounter with the Army in Nalbari district on 24th October. The extremists exchanged fire with the troops of the 16 Punjab Regiment at village Barnadi near Dangargaon under Tamulpur Police station. The slain ultras are yet to be identified. 

Rs 59.2 crore for India Awas Yojana 

Guwahati : The Union Ministry of Rural Development has released Rs 59.2 crore as the first installment of Indira Awas Yojana (IAY) 2002-03. The amount could be utilized for providing houses to 35,000 beneficiaries. The Central grant has come after release of Rs 8 crore in August 2002 as the 25 per cent due share of the State government, for the scheme.  

Test examination rescheduled
Guwahati : The Test Examination for the year 2002 will be held from November 7 instead of November 5 as notified earlier and the annual examinations will be held from January 3, 2003, stated a Secondary Education Board of Assam (SEBA). 

Assam Rifles' own computer package
Guwahati : The Integrated Unit Administrative Package-Assam Rifles (IUAP-AR) was inaugurated by Lt General GK Duggle during the Commander's Conference held at Shillong, recently. The Package has been developed in-house by EDP Cell, Assam Rifles which is first of its kind among all Central police organizations and para military forces. The package has been developed to overcome disadvantage of manual system of documentation of Assam Rifles personnel with accuracy and reduced timing. The package is user friendly and works on menu navigation system. It will link higher formation HQ, DGAR with range HQs and units and will lay foundation for launching platform for implementation of E-governance in the entire Force.

DONER : vital cog for PM's 28-point agenda for NE
Guwahati : The Department of North-east Region (DONER) formed in September, 2001 has been acting as a bridge between the State of the region and the Central-line ministries. It has been looking after the implementation of the 28-point agenda for the socio-economic development in the region announced by the Prime Minister in January 2000 at Shillong.

A provision of ten per cent of the Budget of each Ministry, exempted ones, has been earmarked every year, for expenditure in the region. 

News on 24th October '2002 

NE Ministry seeks photo evidence of projects in Assam
Guwahati : After keeping aside 95 State projects, the Union Ministry for Development of the North Eastern Region (DONER) has made it mandatory for the Assam Government to submit photographic evidence of projects undertaken with funds non-lapsable pool of resources (NLCPR).

The change in rules was aimed at preventing misuse of funds sanctioned by the Centre for special projects. Allegations have been received by the DONER that several Assam Government departments have been submitting fake fund utilization certificates. 

The Sentinel, Ajir Asom awards for 2000 given away - 'Highlight positive developments, encourage rural reporting
Guwahati : The prestigious The Sentinel and Sentinel (Hindi) awards for investigative journalism and Ajir Asom M.L. Kathbaruah Trust Award for rural reporting for the year 2000 were given away to Robin Moran, correspondent of Asomiya Pratidin and Anju Rajkhowa, correspondent of Ajir Asom respectively during a solemn function held at Guwahati Racquet & Billiards complex here on 23rd October evening. 

West hits Generation X in Assam, Women's Commission concerned
Guwahati : Love at first sight, romance, marriage and then marital discord, and finally moving for separation. Assam is fact succumbing to the influence of western culture and consumerism. The concept of joint family is on the brink of collapse.

The above observation is made by the Assam State Women's Commission after studying several complaints and cases registered with it in recent years. More and more young women are approaching the Women's Commission with complaints that their husbands are "intolerant" and in-laws insensitive.

AHRC chief's instant justice
Guwahati : Chairperson of the Assam Human Rights Commission (AHRC) justice S.N. Phukan has set a new precedent in putting a halt to violation of human rights and natural justice. While coming from his residence to his office situated along the Guwahati Medical College (GMC) road, Bhangagarh, at around 11 a.m. on 22nd October, justice Phukan saw two accused persons being handcuffed and were taken on foot by police personnel. 

Governor visits BOPs
Guwahati : Assam Government Lt Gen (retd) S.K. Sinha on 23rd October visited several border outposts (BOPs) of the Border Security Force (BSF) in Karimganj district along the Assam-Bangladesh border. He talked to the villagers living at the fringe villages and asked them to keep a strict vigil to check infiltration of Bangladesh nationals. He met BSF and the Assam Police officials and took stock of infiltration.

News on 23rd October '2002
'PLA, NSCN helped ULFA kill Tinsukia SP'
Guwahati : The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has exposed a plot hatched in Bangladesh that had led to the horrific murder of Tinsukia SP P.K. Singh on May 16, 1996. The IPS officer was brutally killed by the banned ULFA militants on his way to office in Tinsukia a day after the AGP government had assumed office.

The CBI, entrusted to investigate the murder which created serious repercussion in the State, recently filed charge sheets against 10 accused, including the self-styled deputy commander-in-chief of ULFA Raju Baruah. Out of the 19 accused against whom charge sheets were filed, 11 are absconding. The investigating agency said that nine of the accused have been since been killed in encounters with the security forces. 

Have fiscal reforms, get aid: WB, ADB, Delhi tell Assam
Guwahati : Despite opposition from the Sadou Assam Karmachari Parishad (SAKP), the Tarun Gogoi-led government is increasingly buckling under pressure to initiate hard fiscal reform measures to tide over not only its current financial crisis but also to receive foreign aid. The World Bank and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) which are interested in extending financial assistance to the Assam Government has put fiscal reform as the prime criterion for granting their funds.

Secy to liaise for foreign aid
Guwahati : The Assam government has decided to appoint secretary level officials of every department as nodal officer to correspond with the international aid donor agencies to get their projects sanctioned. This decision was taken at a high-level meeting held here on 22nd October among the official of the State Finance and Planning & Development departments. The meeting was held as several multi-crore-rupee schemes submitted by the Assam Government are lying pending with the international agencies.

AHRC seeks report on Nalbari girls' medical test
Guwahati : The Assam Human Rights Commission (AHRC) on 22nd October directed the Nalbari District Magistrate and the Superintendent of Police, besides the Joint Director of Health Services, Nalbari to submit a report by November 8, as to the circumstances that led to the conducting of virginity tests of the two petitioners, Ms Ritu Dutta and Ms Rani Bhattacharya. The two women told the AHRC that they were detained by the Belsor Police Station on false charges of starring in blue films and were forced to go for virginity tests at the hands of a male doctor. 

No mates, no breeding at zoo in Guwahati
Guwahati : Thirty-year-old Mohan, a white African rhino is still looking for his partner at the Assam State Zoo. His search started way back in 1974 when he was brought to the State zoo from Blackstone, USA. But even now, Mohan is lonely, and passing his days in seclusion.

Gogoi for NE industrial policy
Guwahati : Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on 22nd October demanded a separate industrial policy for the North-east focusing on creation of adequate employment generation. He was talking to the media here on 22nd October. Mr Gogoi also urged the Centre to take up a special programme for employment generation. He also demanded 100 reservation of Grade III and IV jobs in Central PSUs and 80 per cent reservation in Grade II jobs for youths of the region.

Rs 59-cr Central funds for Assam
Guwahati : Union Rural Development Ministry has released Rs 59.20 crore for the Indira Awas Yojana (IYA) in Assam, according to Panchayat and Rural Development Minister Ripun Bora here on 22nd October. The amount was released as the first instalment for the year 2002-03 following the State Government releasing its share of 25 per cent of Rs 8 crore under the Yojana's house building head. With the first instalment the State Government would be able to construct nearly 35,000 brick houses under the IAY.

News on 22nd October '2002 

State of jumbos in city zoo draws global concern
Guwahati : The chaining of orphaned rescued elephants at the Assam State Zoo in the city has received widespread condemnation among international animals which sometimes find a way into the human habitat. Such animals are very often brought into the State Zoo which is already overburdened with animals. In recent months, several elephant calves were rescued and brought in to the Zoo which have never been released in to the wild. Wildlife rules recommend that any animal rescued from the wild should be rehabilitated and then released in the wild. The State has no authority to imprison rescued animals for the rest of its life. 

No Delhi funds as no proposals from Assam Social Welfare Dept
Guwahati : The Social Welfare department has received a major setback as the Centre has not released any funds for implementation of the Swayamsidha Scheme during the last two years. The main objective of the scheme is to promote social status, social justice, self-reliance and overall empowerment of women, especially those living below poverty line.

The Centre did not release the amount against the Swayamsidha Scheme since the Social Welfare department had failed to submit project proposals. The scheme will be implemented throughout the country within six years time and Assam has already lost two years due to non-submission of "need based" project proposals. The Centre has now asked the Assam Government to implement the project within the remaining four years time.

Srirampur Gate : daily loss Rs 21 lakh
Guwahati : The massive corruption that is prevailing at the Srirampur check gate and the Buxirhat check gate is now an open secret. Surprisingly, successive governments have failed to check this practice.

More than 1,000 trucks pass through the Srirampur check gate daily, and majority of them are overloaded. The Government rules have stipulated that an overloaded six-wheeler truck is to be fined Rs 3,000 and an overloaded ten-wheeler truck is to be fined Rs 4,000. 

CPI for amendment, not repeal of IMDT: Bardhan
Guwahati : CPI general secretary A B Bardhan on 21st October came down heavily on the Ministry of Development of North-Eastern Region (DONER) by saying that all 'packages' announced for the region are a sham. He said that as a matter of the fact DONER Minister Arun Shourie was 'objecting' to the growth of the region'.

The veteran leader said that Mr Shourie who was heading the DONER as well as the Ministry of Disinvestment, was the 'ninth wonder of the world', bent upon selling all profit-making PSUs for reasons best known to him. 

Mt Abu meet - Cong working overtime report card
Guwahati : The Tarun Gogoi-led government is in a bit of dilemma on how to prepare the best report card to be presented Sonia Gandhi at the ensuring Congress chief ministers' conclave at Mount Abu in Rajasthan. The dilemma is because of the fact that several decisions taken by the one-year-old Gogoi government have boomeranged, leading to public protest and resentment. 

Border alert to nab B'deshi ultras
Guwahati : The Border Security Force (BSF) intensified patrolling along the Indo-Bangla border since on 20th October following reports of Muslim militants entering Assam. Incidentally, a massive crackdown has been launched in Bangladesh on 15th October midnight to crack down on militant organizations forcing most to flee and take shelter in India using the porous border. "We have also intensified our foot and boat patrol", BSF sources informed reacting to reports that paramilitary Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) troops were fanning out to the Indo-Bangladesh border after a red alert was sounded to nab terrorists fleeing the country.

News on 21st October '2002 

Get Ph D by Dec 31 or face test, Assam tells new teachers !
Guwahati : A Ph. D is four months flat? Given a choice , the State Education Department would like to have it that way. As per the general scene in Gauhati University and other universities in the country, it takes a minimum of four years to complete one's thesis for Ph. D.

The Education department in an order issued on September stated that clearance of Nation Eligibility Test (NET) or State Level Eligibility Test (SLET) would not be necessary for those college teachers recruited after 2000 if they can obtain a Ph. D degree. The order obviously implies that teachers recruited after 2000 must "manage" a Ph. D within December 31 on which date the probation period of the new recruits would expire. 

13 Transport officials suspended for corruption at Srirampur gate
Guwahati : The Assam Government has placed 13 officials and employees of the Transport department under suspended on charges of resorting to corruption at the Srirampur check gate.

Official sources told that 13 officials have been placed under suspension for indulging in corruption while collecting taxes from truckers at the toll gate. Assam Transport Minister Anjan Dutta has approved the suspension order of the check gate officials and employees on the basis of an inquiry report submitted by Assistant Commissioner, Transport, Bipul Pathak who visited the Srirampur gate and investigates into the corrupt practices prevalent there. 

Dirty dealings in APSC : fresh charges soon against ex-chief Das
Guwahati : More skeletons are likely to tumble out from the cupboard of the Assam Public Services Commission (APSC) as the Vigilance & Anti Corruption department is ready to register a fresh case of corruption against the Commission's former chairman Tara Pada Das.

On the other hand, sleuths of the Vigilance & Anti Corruption department have gathered enough evidence to file charge sheets against the former APSC chairman on charges of possessing assets disproportionate to his known sources of income. Two years back, the Vigilance sleuths and Income Tax officials conducted raids at the city residence of Tara Pada Das and listed or recovered property worth more than Rs 60 lakh and other incriminating documents. The Vigilance & Anti Corruption department is preparing its report which will be submitted to the Assam Government before filling charge sheets against Das. 

New Bhutan statute for democracy under way
Guwahati : From monarchy to political democracy, the tiny Himalayan Kingdom of Bhutan is all set for a radical transition with a 39 member committee drafting a new 'vibrant constitution.

"Bhutan has taken a step towards becoming a constitutional monarchy with a government that is for the people, by the people, and of the people," Bhutan's state-owned weekly newspaper Kuensel said in its latest edition. 

Fulfill promises, Gogoi asked
Guwahati : The Congress high-powered committee on manifesto implementation has asked Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi to fulfill all promises the party had made to the people of Assam before the last Assembly elections. A meeting of the committee held last night in New Delhi , where AICC leaders Moshina Kidwai, Manmohan Singh, Oscar Fernandes, Ved Prakash, Assam MP Paban Singh Ghatowar and Tarun Gogoi were present, expressed satisfaction over the performance of Gogoi so far.

News on 20th October '2002
Assam PWD draws flak for inaction on border road construction
Guwahati : Even after receiving a number of highly sensitive reports from the Union Home Ministry about the entry of cadres of international terrorist organizations into the State through the porous Indo-Bangladesh border, the Assam Government has failed to complete the barbed wire fencing and road construction work along its border with Bangladesh. Over and above the fact that the Union Home Ministry had agreed to release Rs 167 crore for the second phase of the construction of 77 km of border roads and 71 km barbed wire fencing, during the beginning of the last financial year, the State Government, mainly due to utter negligence on the part of the State PWD which had been entrusted work, is yet to start the work. 

Ministers prepare for Mt Abu meet
Guwahati : The Minister of Assam are on 19th October terribly busy preparing their own "report cards" of performance, which must be submitted to Chief Minister Taun Gogoi by October 21, for incorporating in the State Government's performance profile, which shall have to be submitted before AICC boss Sonia Gandhi on November 6 at Mount Abu in Rajasthan during the review meeting of the Congress Chief Ministers. The review meeting will conclude on November 7.

BIEO improves performance
Guwahati : The Bureau of Investigation and Economic Offences (BIEO) has netted in a sum of Rs 56 lakh in the fiscal year 2001-2002, which is the highest tax garnered by it so far . In the year 2002-2003, the BIEO has detected cases worth Rs 48.5 crore and has sent the same to the Sales Tax department. 

Education Dept's move on employees' grievances
Guwahati : With the twin aim of giving relief to the court and ensuring timely justice to the teachers and other employees, the State Education Department is considering setting up of a 'grievance cell" in the State.

According to top-level officials in the Education Department, if the "grievance cell" is set up, the aggrieved teachers will have to move the "cell" first seeking justice. The teachers and other employees would, however, have the right to knock the door of the high court if the "cell" failed to deliver justice in a stipulated time.

BSNL cellular services in NE delayed
Guwahati : With the launching of the BSNL nationwide cellular services, it was widely expected that the North-east too would be part of the company's scheme of things from 19th October , but it was not to be.

Sources in the BSNL on 19th October said that the said services in the NE region would begin from March next year.

News on 19th October '2002
Pawar: No military solution to NE insurgency, development holds key
Guwahati : Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) president and former Defence Minister Sharad Pawar on criticized the Centre's repressive tactics to contain militancy in the North-east and said that it was not keen on finding a lasting solution to the burning problem. He said that deployment of paramilitary forces and the Army would not bring down the militant activities in the region.

After laying the foundation stone of the administration building of the State NCP, to be named after State NCP, to be named after Maulana Tayebullah, a frontrunner in the struggle for secularism and a symbol of the root cause of militancy in the North-east is underdevelopment. 

Assam to implement mid-term fiscal reforms programme, says Gogoi
Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on 18th October said that the Assam Government would implement a mid-term Fiscal Reforms Programme to correct its fiscal imbalance. He said that the proposal in this regard has been submitted to the Centre.

Delivering his speech at the meeting of chief ministers on fiscal restructuring in New Delhi, Gogoi, whose government is buckling under a severe fund crunch, agreed with the suggestion of the Centre that over dependence on borrowings to finance plans should be reduced. He said that the Assam Government has already imposed a ceiling on government guarantee against loans taken by various PSUs and Autonomous bodies. 

Karimganj MPs fund kept in fixed deposit, projects delayed
Guwahati : The Assam Government has detected gross irregularities in utilization of funds received under the Member of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme (MPLADS) in Karimganj district. Funds received from 1993-94 to June 8, banks which created extra liability on the Government of India as it had to cough up interest amounting to Rs 4.62 lakh on the borrowed funds. 

Arrest of girls on suspicion - Suspend Nalbari DC, SP : women's group
Guwahati : The Unified Platform of Oppression Against Women, a powerful apex body of women forums of Assam, on 18th October demanded suspension of the District Magistrate and Superintendent of Police of Nalbari district for forcing two girls to take "virginity test" based on a rumour of acting in a porno film.

On 18th October, forum president Sumitra Hazarika alleged that a powerful lobby was working against these two innocent girls of Nalbari district. 

Camera vigil on NE borders, Advani to meet CMs in Nov
Guwahati : Rattled by the Pakistani ISI's threat and unabated influx of Bangladeshi nationals, the Union Home Ministry has initiated joint working groups on border management with Nepal and Bangladesh to ensure vigil on the international borders along the north-eastern states. The issue of initiating joint working groups on border management was discussed during the recent meeting of DGPs organized by the Home Ministry in New Delhi. Porous international borders in the North-east with Bangladesh, Bhutan and Nepal will be put under "camera vigil". 

Come for talks on NSCN lines Mahanta to ULFA
Guwahati : Former Assam Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta on 18th October appealed to the ULFA, NDFB and all insurgent groups active in the State to come forward for talks in the greater interest of the people.

The ULFA, National Democratic Front of Bodoland and others should follow the NSCN pattern and come forward for discussions with the Government, be it State or Centre, to achieve a permanent solution to the insurgency problem", Mahanta told. 

Three NDFB ultras killed
Guwahati : the troops of the Red Horns Division of the Army on 18th October shot dead three activities of the National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) in Sonitpur. Based on specific information, the troops launched an operation in Ringkhanagpur area under Rangapara police station where the militants were taking shelter. In the ensuring exchange of fire, the Army killed the three ultras. The militants are yet to be identified. One 9 mm pistol, one carbine, one single-barrel breach loading gun and assorted ammunition were recovered from the them.

News on 18th October '2002 

OIL evades royalty on gas, tax; Assam loses Rs 26 crore
Guwahati : The public sector Oil India Limited (OIL) has deprived the cash-starved Assam Government royalty on natural gas to the tune of Rs 26 crore or more from 1998-99 onwards, inquires by the Bureau of Investigation (Economic Offence) have revealed.

At the BIEO and the Commissioner of Taxes, Assam, told that investigations by tax official have shown that the OIL has evaded a huge amount of revenue to the State by depositing royalty at a rate below the actual rate fixed by the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas (MPO&NG).

Bodo MLAs, MPs meet Governor, seek intervention on BTC creation
Guwahati : The issue of the creation of the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) on 17th October took a new turn with the frontline Bodo leaders, including MPs and MLAs, meeting the Governor , Lt Gen (retd) S.K. Sinha and seeking his immediate intervention in the process of completing all formalities in forming the territorial council.

Meeting of the Governor by the Bodo leaders has sent a clear signal that they are not happy with the way the Tarun Gogoi-led government is handling the issue of the proposed BTC. 

Assam BJP : Bora , Kabindra in race
Guwahati : A divided Assam BJP has started its hunt for a new face to head the party from 2003. While the real issues faces by Assam have taken a back seat, the State BJP leaders are seen engaging themselves in brisk politiking to make their "chosen leader" as the new president in the election slated for the first part of the next year.

The BJP will hold election thoughout the country to elect presidents and other office bearers for the state units of the party in 2003. 

News on 17th October '2002
25,416 Anganwadi workers providing succour in villages without amenities - Ladies who are a ray of hope in rural Assam
Guwahati : A lady with the lamp, that was Florence Nightingale who healed wounds the thousands of warriors. On 17th October, people in rural Assam are seeing the same lamp in the hands of thousands of ladies trying to dispel ignorance and infuse the light of Knowledge .

Gogoi to attend CMs' meet
Guwahati : Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi , accompanied by the Chief Secretary, will be attending the meeting of State Chief Ministers with the Prime Minister to be held on 18th October in New Delhi. The meeting has been convened to consider steps to ameliorate the problems of fiscal stress faced by the states. 

Assam concern over al Qaeda
Guwahati : The Assam Government expressed concerned over the latest Time magazine report that top al Qaeda leaders are being dumped in Bangladesh with an aim of getting them engaged in neighbouring India. " This is a matter of serious concern", said Assam Minister of State for Home Rockeybul Hussain while reacting to the Time's report which had already caused international flutter. Mr Hussain apprehended that many of these deadly al Qaeda leaders might end up in Assam using the porous boundary.

News on 16th October '2002
Local body polls : lot of people can't vote if Municipal Act is not amended
Guwahati : A major chunk of urban populate in the State who have attained voting age will be deprived of exercising their franchise to elect their representatives during the coming polls to local bodies, including the municipal boards and town committees, if the Assam Government does not amend the Assam Municipal Act 1956. Election for local bodies are slated for January, 2003.

According to the existing clauses and provisions of the Assam Municipal Act, only the tax payers and their family members are entitled to cast their votes in the election for municipal boards or town committees. No other residents living in the urban areas for a considerable period who have otherwise become eligible to participate in the general elections can exercise their franchise in the local bodies' poll.

News on 15th October '2002
Haque Commission of Inquiry - Ten Assam cops indicted for killing of students in 1995
Guwahati : The Commission of Inquiry headed by Justice Safiqul Haque in a report submitted to Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi has indicted 10 Assam Police personnel, including three senior officials, on charges of killing two students Ripunjoy Achariya and Hem Chandra Sarma, in cold blood while they were in police custody in Darrang district on February 17, 1995.

ULFA renews plebiscite call, reports talk of rift over dialogue
Guwahati : The United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) on 16th October called for a plebiscite to decide whether the people want to secede or remain within the Indian Union.

"We, the United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA), have been saying that a free-and-fair plebiscite is the only way to judge the people's mandate, whether it is in favour or against the union with India," the ULFA said in its mouthpiece Freedom. 

News on 14th October '2002
Jahnabi coping with AIDS, but losing battle with people
Guwahati : December 1 is World AIDS Day. The theme this year is, 'Living and Let Live'- Stigma and Discrimination . It could not have been more apt in so far as Assam is concerned . After all, more than the lack of awareness about the fact that HIV/AIDS does not spread if anyone touches a victim, it is the stigma attached to the dreaded disease or a person afflicted by its that is a greater cause for concern. 

Christian body against conversion
Guwahati : The United Christian Federation of Assam , prominent Christian body, on 16th October said that it was against all manner of conversions by force or inducement as it was against the right of an individual to exercise his own free will. "The much touted bogey raised on conversion can at best be termed as a political gimmick resorted to by unscrupulous politicians gimmick resorted to by unscrupulous politicians and their cronies", the federation's secretary general and former MLA Mohan Basumatary said here. " it is high time that some law be enacted to restrain politicians from playing with the faith and belief of the people as religion should not be mixed with politics", he said. 

Magisterial probe on Bongaigaon blast
Guwahati : Bongaigaon district Magistrate G Kalita on 16th October ordered a magisterial inquiry into the on 13th October's grenade attack in the two Durga Puja pandals in the district headquarters town in which four people were killed. He had announced an ex-gratia of Rs 5,000 each to the next kin of those killed in the explosions, Rs 2,000 each to the seriously injured persons and Rs 1,000 to the minor injured, the district magistrate informed.

News on 13th October '2002
Mixed response to Assam Govt's OBC move - Give OBC status to Muslim settlers, not natives : meet
Guwahati : The ruling Congress Government's move to woo the Muslims living in Assam by categorizing them under Other Backward Classes (OBC) has received a major setback as the community leaders have raised strong opposition, terming it as a "political gimmick".

A public meeting organized by the United Minorities Front (UMF) here on 13th October witnessed a stormy session over the issue of constitution of a Cabinet Sub-Committee headed by Health & Family Welfare Minister Dr Bhumidhar Barman to consider the issue of granting OBC status to Muslim personalities opposed the very idea of granting OBC status to the indigenous Muslims living in the State from time immemorial. They, however, made ot clear status to the Muslim settlers at char or riverine areas in the state for their economic uplift. 

Do ASSU veterans have any plans to make way for younger leaders?
Guwahati : Leaders of All Assam Students' Union (AASU) appear keen to be students forever. The student group, which was the protagonist of the six-year-long anti-foreigners' organization led by a handful of leaders whose identity as students is being questioned by various circles.

According to the AASU constitution, one can become the leader, or an anti-bearer or member of the student body if he or she is regular student. In practice , majority of the AASU leaders form the Central leadership to the branch committees, have crossed the "normal" age of being students. They seem to be in no hurry to relinquish their posts. 

News on 12th October '2002
3 killed, 7 hurt in Bongaigaon blast
Guwahati : Three people were killed and seven others injured when unidentified miscreants lobbed grenades at a crowed puja pandal in Bongaigaon on 13th October late night. Bongaigaon DC Ganesh Kalita told that the incident occurred around 9.50 p.m. He said quoting eye-witness accounts that a grenade was lobbed at the BOC Gate puja pandal which led to the death of two men and a women. The injured were rushed to the lower Assam hospitals nearby, where they have been declared out of danger. The injured include two children . On October 10 a bomb explosion at Ganeshguri Chaiali in the city had led the State police to sound a statewide alert to prevent militant attacks during the reports that radical elements might launch subversive activities during the puja.

More arrest in city murder case
Guwahati : Dispur police arrested Debi Prasad Agarwala in condition with the killing of his sister Suman Garodia and her husband Ramprasad Agarwala, at Ganeshguri Chariali in the city on the night of October 11. Devi Prasad was produced before the court , which sent him for seven days' police remand.

News on 11th October '2002 

'Rangia div work from April next' - Nitish promises new trains, safety; vague on jobs for locals
Guwahati : Railway Minister Nitish Kumar on 11th October said that Assam would reap the highest benefit out of projects worth Rs 400 crore undertaken by the NF Railway . He said that the multi-crore projects besides bringing about development in the field of rail connectivity would generate employment opportunities for the unemployed. 

Assam Govt link-up DCs with CM to cut red tape, execute projects
Guwahati : The cash-strapped Assam Government has adopted an innovative mechanism loopholes that often come in the way of completion of public welfare projects This has been done in order to change the mindsets of bureaucrats and their political bosses who are seen engaged in a blame game, accusing each other for non-completion of several projects.

B'day boy Gogoi chants peace mantra, promise development
Guwahati : On his 69th birthday on 11th October , Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi has declared that he would prove everyone wrong that development cannot take places in Assam since it is an insurgency prone State.

"I believe that peace without development will be elusive. When there will be development, there will be peace", Gogoi told journalists during a get together organized at his official residence here on 11th October morning.

ADB officials meet CM
Guwahati : A team of officials from Asian Development Bank(ADB) met the Chief Minister Mr Tarun Gogoi at his official residence this morning and discussed about matters relating to ADB loan assistance to Assam. The team has come to Assam for a need-based assessment of the programme loan to be provided to the State Government for fiscal reforms and briefed the Chief Minister about the details being worked out for finalization of the quantum of the loan assistance.

News on 10th October '2002
As the constitutional head, the Governor shouldn't make his personal stand public : CM - Gogoi locks horns horns with Sinha on IMDT issue
Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on 9th October locked horns with Governor, Lt Gen (retd) S.K. Sinha over the issue of repeal of the controversial IM (DT) Act. He said that being the constitutional head of the State, Sinha should not all air his "personal" view favouring repeal of the Act since the Assam Government is opposed to its scrapping.

At a seminar on 8th October organized by the Assam, Meghalaya, Manipur and Nagaland Frontier of the Border Security Force (BSF) in Shillong, the Assam Governor said issuance of identity cards and repeals the IM (DT) Act are among the measures that need to be put into action to check illegal migration. He, however, maintained that it was his "personal view" and that he still "continues to hold it". 

We are probing misuse of funds by BTC : Govt
Guwahati : The Assam Government has instituted an inquiry to probe the allegations of misappropriation of funds in purchasing food and other items by the Bodoland Autonomous Council (BAC). Punitive actions will be taken against the officials, including the IAS officer who is in charge as the Principal Secretary of BAC, if found guilty on the basis of the inquiry report.

AICC clean chit to Gogoi, panel to liaise with Govt
Guwahati : All India Congress Committee (AICC) general secretary (in charge of Assam) Mohsina Kidwai on 9th October announced the formation of a core coordination committee to maintain "cordial" relations between the Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) and the Tarun Gogoi-led government.

Unified Command meets, discusses ISI, Puja security
Guwahati : The Unified Command Structure in Assam, formed to combat insurgency, on 9th October discussed the activities of the Pakistan's ISI in the State and readjustment of forces to tackle the militancy problem. The meeting discussed various strategies for curbing militancy and ensure peaceful Puja celebration. The meet chaired by State Chief Secretary PK Datta was attended by Chief of the Operational Command and General-officer-Commanding of Army's 4 Crops Lt Gen Mohindar Singh, State Director General of Police HK Deka, IG, CRPF RD Singh and other members of the Unified Command.

Manisena wage report in House
Guwahati : The Interim Report of the Advisory Committee set up to review the implementation of the Manisena Commission's recommendations of salary and wages of the working journalists, was placed before the State Assembly on 9th October. The Report was submitted to the Assembly Speaker Prithvi Majhi on 7th October. The Advisor Committee urged the Assam Government to debar those newspaper houses which are not implementing the recommendations of Manisena Commissions from getting advertisement, accreditation and news print concession.

Ulubari Flyover opened 
Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi inaugurated a lane of the Bishnu Ram Medhi Flyover constructed at a cost of Rs 15 crore at Ulubari, in the city on 9th October. Addressing the gathering, the Chief Minister said that the flyover would be completed by September next.

Nitish arriving in city on 10th October
Guwahati : Union Minister for Railways Nitish Kumar is arriving in Guwahati on October 11 on a day' visit . The minister will inaugurate the passenger reservation system and visit the site of the new divisional office at Rangiya the same day. Mr Kumar will then arrive in Guwahati and flag off the Jan Shatabdi Express between Guwahati and Dimapur from Guwahati railway.

News on 9th October '2002 
We are in touch with Centre : CM - Tea industry crisis hits Assam, agri tax down by Rs 100 cr
Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on 8th October informed the Assam Assembly that the Government has been severely affected by the present crisis in the State's tea industry as it has brought down the agriculture tax income from Rs 115 crore to Rs 15 crore.

Gogoi expressed serious concern over the tea industry's crisis assigning poor yield and absence of new technology for the state of affairs. He said that Assam tea is facing a serious threat as cheap tea from Sri Lanka, Kenya, China, Indonesia and some other countries have entered the Indian market. The tea industry no longer has a monopoly over the beverage with the entry of foreign teas, he said.

Govt : Assam cops backing up BSF on B'desh border to check influx
Guwahati : The State Government has deployed Assam Police personnel to assist the Border Security Force (BSF) along the Assam-Bangladesh border in Karimganj and Dhubri sectors in order to check infiltration of Bangladesh nationals. The Government has also requested the Centre to reduce the distance between two border outposts of the BSF to foil attempts of the infiltrators to cross the border.

Kidwai in city, meets Cong leaders to assess Gogoi Govt's popularity
Guwahati : The Assam Congress on 8th October virtually started the groundwork for the general elections slated for 2004. Such preparation is already under way in many of the Congress-ruled states.

The Congress which has 10 MPs in the Lok Sabha from Assam will attempt to capture all the 14 seats from the State in the next general elections. 

AASU-backed candidates win in Cotton College polls
Guwahati : The All Assam Students' Union (AASU) has been able to regain some of its lost bastions in the politically important Guwahati city. Two candidates Indrajit Das and Paran Jyoti Dutta backed by the AASU were declared winners for the president respectively in the Cotton College Union Society (CCUS) after a keenly contested election.

More than 5,000 Cottonians exercised their franchise to elect their representatives for 10 posts of the CCUS.

New Guwahati-Dimapur train
Guwahati : NF Railway is starting a new train, the Jan Shatabdi Express from Guwahati to Dimapur with effect from October 11. The train will run with a composition of 1 AC chair car coach with a seating capacity of 73, six non-AC chair car coaches with a seating capacity of 103 each and two non-AC chair cars-cum-brake vans with a seating capacity of 79 each.

Ulubari flyover opens on 9th October
Guwahati : One lane of the two-lane Bishnu Ram Medhi Flyover at Ulubari in the city will be inaugurated by Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on 9th October. The long delay in the construction of the flyover had created tremendous inconvenience to motorists in the city.

News on 8th October '2002
' No funds received from non-lapsable pool after NE Ministry took charge'
Guwahati : Assam has not received any amount whatsoever from the Non Lapsable Central Pool of Resources (NLCPR) after the Ministry for Development of North Eastern Region (DONER) started looking after the disbursement of funds under the said pool, instead of the Planning Commission. This was disclosed by Assam Minister of state for Planning & Development Himanta Biswa Sarma before the Assam here on 7th October.

IFA refutes ULFA charge on search for missing MiGs
Guwahati : The Indian Air Force denied ULFA 'commander-in-chief' Pradesh Baruah's allegation that the missing territory was a conspiracy on the part of the Government of India to have an on-the-spot look at ULFA camps in Bhutan territory on the pretext of searching the missing planes. IAF Air Commodore S. Asthana told at Tezpur air base that the presence of ULFA camps in Bhutan territory was not unknown to the IAF, but the search operation for the two missing MiGs was not targeted against any militant outfits.  

VRS key reason for ASTC turnaround, no-loss-no-gain stage by March next
Guwahati : The revenue generation of the Assam State Transport Corporation (ASTC) through the plying of buses has reached the saturation point and there is no point in adding a large number of buses to its fleet. The Managing Director of the ASTC, Mr Ramesh Chand Jain said that the ASTC has undergone a sea change since May 2001 when it was on the verge of closure. He, however, feels that the Corporation can earn more revenue through the commercialization of its 750 bighas of land located at prime places in the State. 

Assam sets up cell to monitor ISI activities
Guwahati : The Assam Government has opened a special cell to monitor subversive activities being carried out in the State by ISI-backed militants. The cell will be in constant touch with the State and Central Government agencies as well as the Border Security Force (BSF).

Giving this information to the Assam Assembly, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on 7th October would crack down on the militant organizations being backed by the ISI and other fundamentalist groups. He, however, said that the decades-long militancy problem in the State could only be solved politically, not militarily.  

Ministers spent Rs 18.92 lakh on tours
Guwahati : Despite acute financial crisis faced by the State , spendings on tours of the Chief Minister , Mr Tarun Gogoi and his Cabinet colleagues continue to rise. An amount of Rs 18.92 lakh has been spent so far since January last. The Chief Minister's own tour expenditure the State exchequer was Rs 3.15 lakh. Ministers Ardhendu Kumar Dey , Rameshwar Dhanowar, Debananda Knowar, Sarat Borkotoky, Pronoy Rabha, Nilmani Sen Deka, Pranti Phukan have spent Rs 1.84 lakh, Rs 1.14, Rs 110 lakh, Rs 50,000, Rs 48,000 and Rs 46,000 respectively. On the other hand, Education Minister, Mr Pankaj Bora has spent only Rs 6,521 on tours. 

No decision on online lottery : Deka
Guwahati : Assam Minister of State for Finance Nilamoni Sen Deka on 7th October informed the Assembly that the State Government has not taken any decision to introduce online lottery system to augment its resources. He , however, said that the Government is studying the impact of online lottery in those states where it is in operation. 

'Govt acting on Pathak panel report'
Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on 7th October informed the Assembly that his Government is expiditing the process of punishing the guilty responsible for fuelling communal conflicts in the State in wake of demolition of Babri Mosque on the basis of Pathak Commission report. The Commission submitted its report on May 29, 1999.

News on 7th October '2002
Haque panel termination a surprise - Probe panel reports gathering dust in Assam, Govt silent
Guwahati : Inquiry commissions set up by the Assam Government to probe various incidents which cast grave repercussions in the society have turned into a farce. No steps have been initiated by the Assam Government to act on several reports submitted by the independent commissions of inquiry at different points of time.

The Assam Government is now on a collision course with the inquiry commissions. In one instance, the Assam Government has terminated and stopped the Justice Safiqul Haque inquiry commission from probing the incident of alleged at tempt at killing one Ananta Kalita of Hajo during the tenure of the erstwhile AGP-led government by " secret killers". The Commission was terminated on July 23 this year.

Centre keeps aside 95 Assam projects, Govt to move PM
Guwahati : The cash-strapped Assam Government is on collision course with the Ministry for Development of North Eastern Region (DONER) as more than 95 project proposals submitted by the former have been put on the backburner by the Ministry.

The Assam Government would formally lodge a complaint of "political bias" against the DONER before the Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee. It is being sent that the DONER is reluctant to pass the projects submitted by the Assam Government to be funded from the Non-Lapsable Central Pool of Resources (NLCPR), a senior Assam Government .

AGP urges PM, Advani to solve flood problem
Guwahati : The Asom Gana Pashad (AGP) on 6th October once again pleaded with the Prime Minister to solve the flood problem.

In a letter to Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee LK Advani, AGP Legislature Party secretary Dilip Kumar Saikia squarely blamed the Centre for its biases attitude.

PCI panel meet from Oct 8 in city
Guwahati : The inquiry committee of the Press Council of India (PCI) will meet with Justice K Jayachandra Reddy in the chair on October 8 and 9 at Hotel Brahmaputra Ashok in the city. According to the PCI release, of the 22 cases listed before the inquiry committee, 13 are from Assam , six from Meghalaya and three from Tripura. Apart from the Chairman and secretary-cum-Additional District and Session Judge Ms Reva Khetrapal, the committee comprises MP Rajiv Shukla, Mr Sheetla Singh, Mr Raghu Rai, Mr Geetartha Pathak, Mr Indrajit Mohanty, Mr Sushil Jhalani and Ms Sabina Inderjit as its members. 

Railway Board chief's NFR visit
Guwahati : Mr I I M S Rana, Chairman, Railway Board, accompanied by the Financial Commissioner and five other members will be visiting N F Railway on October 7. They will have a discussion with the General Manager and other principal heads of the N F Railway at Maligaon headquarters on the day  

Mukut Sarma passes away
Guwahati : Former Assam Minister and veteran Congress leader Mukut Sarma died at the Gauhati Medical College Hospital at 7.45 p.m. on 6th October after protracted illness. He was 71. He was brought to the GMCH from the Neurological Centre two days back. He leaves behind his wife and two son.

News on 6th October '2002
Assam Govt declares jehad against Nitish
Guwahati : The Planning and Development Minister of State, Mr Hemanta Biswas Sarma on 5th October launched a scathing attack on the Railway Minister Mr Nitish Kumar against the latter's anti-Assam attitude and said in the Assembly on 5th October that he will launch a crusade against the policy of depriving Assamese youths of employment in the Railways, a move which was overwhelmingly backed by the Government of Assam. The issue has rocked the Assembly for the last three days and is likely to intensify further. 

Will the Govt now act to punish guilty official ? - Aftab Ahmed's libel suit dismissed
Guwahati : The District Sessions Judge, Mangaldai has dismissed a defamation suit of Rs 5 crore filed by the former Deputy Commissioner, Darrang, Mr Aftabuddin Ahmed (ISA) against Sentinel for publishing a series of reports on August 2,3,4 and 6, 1994 in the matter of his illegal settlement of 199 families of suspected nationality in 995 bighas of professional grazing reserve (PGR) land at Phuhyratoli Char under Sipajhar revenue circle in Darrang district, clearing the way for the Government of Assam to take stringent disciplinary action against Mr Ahmed and deport the 199 Bangladeshi families he had illegally settled. The series of investigative reports were filed by Mr Gauri Shankar Kalita.

Growing crimes against women worry House
Guwahati : Members of Assam Legislative Assembly on 5th October expressed unanimity in strengthening the provisions of the law in cases pertaining to child abuse, rape and sexual harassment.

The Minister of State for Home, Mr Rockybul Hussain assured the members that the government would take strict measures to prevent the recurrence of such crimes.

Bordoloi : Govt in the thick of formulating new forest policy
Guwahati : The Assam Government will soon announce its new forest policy, the process for which has already been set in motion. The forest policy will be announced as soon as the government receives the report of the committee which was formed on September 30 to take into accounts all the matters which should be included in the new forest policy.  

1,501 aliens deported in last 6 years
Guwahati : During the last 6 years only 45,421 cases of suspected foreigners were disposed off, and 27,421 people were declared foreigners by the IM(DT) and the Foreigners' Tribunals in Assam in Assam. Of the 10,806 people, who had been declared illegal infiltrators, only 1,501 people were deported, adding that the State Government had already initiated the process of giving multipurpose citizenship certificates to all citizens, with the Centre last month. 

Civic body polls in Jan : Cabinet
Guwahati : The Assam Cabinet on 5th October decided to hold elections to the Guwahati Municipal Corporation, different municipal bodies and town committees in January. On the other hand, the Cabinet also decided to name the Ulubari Flyover after Bishnu Ram Medhi. The Cabinet has also decided to review the entry tax.

News on 5th October '2002
Permanent capital only by 2004, 17% work complete
Guwahati : Construction of permanent capital complex in Dispur will be delayed as only 17 per cent work have so far been completed till date. Construction work of the capital began in 1999, and as per the agreement signed with API Ltd, the deadline for competition of works was fixed at July 2003.

Assam PWD Minister Sarat Barkataki on 4th October informed the Assembly that construction of the permanent capital complex is expected to the completed by July 2004. 

'We need to tap young minds , make India prosper' - Tripura kids quiz Kalam on nuclear explosion, brain drain
Guwahati : President A P J Abdul Kalam was at the receiving end on 4th October when schoolchildren of Tripura fired a volley of questions ranging from nuclear explosions to brain drain.

Kalam was interacting with some 600 schoolchildren in Agartala on subjects ranging from brain drain to nuclear research programmes as well as emergence of India as a world power. 

Move to regulate nursing homes - Assam asks pvt hospitals to get listed by Oct 31
Guwahati : The Assam Government has set October 31 as the deadline for all private nursing homes to register with the health authorities or face closure. Punitive actions will be initiated against those nursing homes which are violating the provisions of the Assam Health Establishment Act, 1993.

The government is also toying with the idea of bringing about uniform rate fixation of laboratory tests as well as other operational costs in a bid to stop nursing homes from 'extorting' huge amount of money from hapless patients. 

Jobless MBAs, engineers take training on private enterprise
Guwahati : Around 500 educated unemployed youths, most of whom MBAs, and engineers with brilliant academic profiles, are set to make the North-east one of the favoured destination for destination for industrialists. The Indian Institute of Enterpreneurship (IIE) with the support of NEDFi has taken up a new initiative organizing a three week training programme on "New Enterprise Creation" in the State capitals of the region.  

Home Guards to be out during pujas - Rifles for NE Home Guards, wages hiked
Guwahati : The State Police plans to leave no stone unturned to put in place an elaborate security arrangement during Durga Puja. Home Guards and civil defence personnel will be deployed all over the State including railway stations, railway lines, bridges etc. This was stated by the Chief Secretary , Assam, Mr Prabir Kumar Datta, while inaugurating a three-day seminar of Home Guards, civil defence and fire brigade personnel of the north-eastern States and Sikkim at Guwahati on 4th October. Mr Datta said that this decision was in response to the DGP of Assam, Mr Hare Krishna Deka's proposal at the co-ordination committee meet held recently to provide strict security during the pujas. 

Two NDFB cadres killed
Guwahati: The troops of Red Horns-Division of the army deployed in Darrang, who were carrying out area domination in Sinderijhora village, ten km north of Udalguri during the wee hours on 4th October shot dead two NDFD cadres in an encounter. One of the cadre was identified as Nipul Baglari, who was also involved in a rocket attack on Majuli Tea Estate in April 2002.

News on 4th October '2002
Don's worry about ISI : Assam Govt to House
Guwahati : The Assam Government on 3rd October informed the Assam Assembly that activities of Pakistan's ISI-backed Islamic fundamentalist organisations have been brought under control with the capture and surrender of a large number of fundamentalist militants.

Making a statement on an adjournment motion moved by the Opposition parties on the first day of week-long autumn session of the Assembly on the growing activities of the ISI and other Islamic fundamentalist groups, which have posed a grave threat to national security, Assam Minister of State for Home Rockeybul Hussain said that 61 ISI-backed militants have been arrested and 96 others have surrendered in the past one year.

Konwar draws rosy scenario for power sector in Assam
Guwahati : Assam Minister for Power Devanad Konwar on 3rd October assured the Assam Assembly that the power scenario in the State would improve from the month of November and December.

Replying to a question in the Assembly , Konwar said that Assam can except better days through the ongoing power reform with the help of the Asian Development Bank (ADB). The Assembly witnessed a noisy scene over the deteriorating power scenario, with the members accusing the Power Minister and Assam State Electricity Board (ASEB) of sheer inefficiency. 

Assam to ease entry tax regime
Guwahati : The Assam Government has agreed to consider withdrawal of entry tax on plants and machinery with certain exceptions.

Assam Minister of State for Finance Nilamoni Sen Deka on 3rd October informed the Assam Assembly that as regards exemption of entry tax on certain raw materials that are coming to the State, the Finance department is making a list of such items with proper justification for exemption.

Sinha warns of tough law against tobacco abuse
Guwahati : Union Minister of Health & Family Welfare Shatrughan Singha on 3rd October said, the Ministry has taken a grim view of the increasing incidence of drug and tobacco abuse and mushrooming of manufacturers of fake drugs in the country. Talking to newsmen after inaugurating the Central Drug Testing Laboratory here, Mr Singha said, a Bill banning tobacco abuse is pending in Parliament and hoped that it would be enacted into a law in the next session. He said , personally he was strongly opposed to tobacco and alcohol abuse and urged film stars not to advertise alcoholic drinks, cigarettes and other tobacco products. 

Dynamic monsoon, high water yield behind Assam floods
Guwahati : The single most important cause for the annual scourge of floods in Assam is the extremely dynamic monsoon regime visa-vis the unique physiographic setting of the Brahmaputra basin whose water yield is among the highest in world, says world-renowned hydrologist DC Goswami.

"The high rate of water yield of the basin with the limited width of the valley and the greatly flattened gradient lead to tremendous drainage congestion and resultant flooding," says Goswami on the Brahmaputra.

Medical report of Ramu Mech submitted to court
Guwahati : The jail administration of the district jail here submitted the medical report of United Liberation Front of Asom's (ULFA) "eastern command" chairman and a close confidant of ULFA chairman Arubinda Rajkhowa, Prabin Knowar alias Ramu Mech to the Chief judicial magistrate's court of Ms N Rajkhowa on 3rd October. The court reserved its ruling on 3rd October. The next date of hearing of the case has been fixed on October 7.

News on 3rd October '2002
AASAA opposes move on BTC - Adivasis want ST status by Oct 15, threaten revolt
Guwahati : Creation of the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) has hit another another roadblock with the All Adivasis Students' Association of Assam (AASAA) setting October 15 as the deadline to the Assam Government to resolve its long standing demand for Scheduled Tribe (ST) status to the community and to oppose the proposed Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC).

Thousands of Adivasis under the aegis of the AASAA on 2nd October staged a massive demonstration in the city to press for their demands.

Ghatowar, Konwar, Narayan eye govt land; Revenue Dept stops file
Guwahati : The 18-month-old Tarun Gogoi-led government is on the verge of succumbing to "political favouritism". The Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) president and MP Paban Singh Ghatowar , Power Minister Devananda Konwar and Urban Development Minister Hem Prakash Narayan are looking government land in the city, using their political clout. 

CM returns, to face tough Opp on 3rd October
Guwahati : Arriving here on 2nd October after spending 45 days in New Delhi, undergoing treatment, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi had a hectic day as he met party workers, his ministerial colleagues and officials of the State Administration. The Chief Minister is fit to face the Opposition in the ensuring week-long Assam Assembly session to begin on 3rd October. 

Centre asks Assam to abolish most of the 13,000 vacant jobs
Guwahati : Foe the last two years, the Assam Government has not been able to fill up about 13,000 vacant posts in various departments due to several financial crisis. The Centre is now pressurizing the State Government to abolish majority of these vacant posts in accordance with the terms of the MoU signed during the tenure of the erstwhile AGP government.

All the heads of the State Government departments have been asked to submit reports mentioning the number of vacant posts in their departments.

ICAR plan soon to process agri produce in NE
Guwahati : Impressed by the green revolution in Assam, the Union Agriculture Ministry has asked the Indian Council of Agriculture Research (ICAR) to chalk out a plan for primary processing of raw materials produced in the North-east to generate employment 

Charge sheet to Assam cyber criminal
Guwahati : The CID branch of Assam Police has filed a charge sheet against the first cyber criminal of Assam, a lawyer, for running a slender campaign against an established writer. According to CID sources, the charge sheet was field on September 27 before the Chief Judicial Magistrate of Assam. The lawyer who had been issued charge sheet, however, told journalist that he was a "victim of a campaign by a senior CID officer and the writer's husband". However, CID scotched the lawyer's claim saying it had enough document to convict him.

News on 2nd October '2002
ULFA cultural secy held after hot chase
Guwahati : The banned ULFA has received another major blow with the Army apprehending its "cultural secretary" Pallavi Phukan in Tinsukia district on 1st October. Pallavi's arrest came close on the heels of the arrest of the chief of ULFA's eastern command Prabin Konwar alias Ramu Mech alias Bhaiti in Dibrugarh district on September 22.

Troops of the 2 Mountain Division, operating in Tinsukia district of Upper Assam, struck the major blow to the rapidly depleting leadership of the ULFA. The outfit is now at the receiving end of the counter-insurgency operations, security sources said.

Prasad : NE mines bleed CIL, loss Rs 37 cr a year
Guwahati : The Union Minister of State for Coal, Law and Justice, Mr Ravi Sharkar Prasad, on 1st October said that all effective steps would be taken to make the coal mines in the North-east profitable.

He said that the mines in the North-east are bleeding the Coal India Limited to the tune of Rs 37 crore per annum. Mr Prasad, however, added that all possible help would come form the Centre to reduce the losses to the North-east mines. 

Encroachment hits NFR, 58 ha under illegal occupation
Guwahati : Encroachment has posed a serious problem for the NF Railway authorities. Till date, 57.7 hectares of railway land are under encroachment in the city itself. About 2,000 encroachments have been categorized as "hard encroachers" , against whom the Railway authorities cannot initiate any action without filling a case at the court first.

Highly placed NF Railway sources told that at the beginning of this year, the total railway land under encroachment was 62.6 hectares in the city. During the last ten months, the Railway authorities have been able to clear only 4 hectares of land from encroachment. This speaks of the degree of hassles faced by Railway authorities to evict the encroachers from the railway land.

Dutta : writings for children in Assam not taken seriously
Guwahati : Eminent writer Arup Kumar Dutta on 1st October said that while writing for children alone can lead one to 'starvation', a book on adults enables an author in Assam to earn bread and butter.

Speaking as the guest of the month at a function organized by the Guwahati Press Club here, Dutta said that he is currently writing a book on the trauma faced by the children in Assam during the decades-long insurgency problem. He said that it is a sad commentary that writing for children in Assam has never been taken seriously.

AGP wants IMDT to go
Guwahati : The Assam Accord Implementation Committee of the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP), in its meeting held on 1st October with its convenor Biraj Kumar Sarma in the chair, identified the continuation of the IM(DT) Act as the main reason behind the failure on the part of the government to detect and deport foreigners, and to delete the names of foreigners from the voters' list . The AGP panel criticized the Congress party for its anti-Assam stand, the BJP for its opportunistic stand and the Centre for its negligence on the IM(DT) issue.

News on 1st October '2002
Construction firms denying State crores in forest royalty
Guwahati : Various companies engaged in different construction work in the State, by not paying up their forest royalty, is incurring heavy losses to the State exchequer. The companies have to pay forest royalty to the materials used by them like sand, stones, wood etc. In return, they are issued a challan and a transit permit by the DFO (Territorial) after payment . The Bureau of Investigation and Economic Offences (BIEO), during the period September 2001-02, has realized a mere Rs 1.10 crore as forest royalty. On the other hand, the number of defaulters is quite high. The BIEO has detected cases of default to the tune of nearly Rs 3 crore.

Cong OBC backfires, Muslim leaders see motive
Guwahati : The Tarun Gogoi-led government's move to categorize the Muslims living in Assam as Other Backward Class (OBC) by constituting a Cabinet Sub-Committee has turned suicidal. Front ranking minority leaders and prominent Muslims in the State have termed the move as a political gimmick by the Congress party which has been using the community as mere "vote bank".

The voice of protest is louder among the indigeneous Muslims are capable of achieving the best in any field on their on their own. Their only concern is that the community should not be deprived of justice and sidelined on the lines of 'politics and religion'.

AGP, other Opposition to pin down Gogoi Govt during House session
Guwahati : Opposition parties, mainly the AGP are busy in finalising their gameplan to embarrass the ruling Congress government during the ensuing week-long Assam Assembly session to start from October 3. The AGP has decided to attack the government on the issues of the dilapidates conditions of roads and bridges, erratic power supply , health department fiascos, extortion at the GMC check gates and the law-and-order scene.

Mahanta dropped from political panel
Guwahati : Cracks in the AGP become evident on 30th September when the party president Brindaban Goswami announced the constitution of the Political Affairs committee of the party by dropping two-time chief minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta, and his two other loyalists, Sahidul Alam Choudhury and Dr Kamala Kalita.

Sonia against Dy CM in Assam
Guwahati : Proving all speculations wrong president Sonia Gandhi on 30th September said that she never thought of appointing a Deputy Chief Minister in Assam because of the health condition of Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi. Ms Gandhi said that to the State Minister for Handloom & Textile, Dr Hemoprova Saikia when the latter met the AICC chief in New Delhi on 30th September. 
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