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	News on 30th September '2002 

Special Central package soon for violence-hit Assam women
Guwahati : ON the lines of Jammu & Kashmir, Punjab and Bihar, the Centre will launch a special welfare package for the women who have been hit by the trauma of the decades- long insurgency or ethnic conflict in the north-eastern states. The Central Social Welfare Board (CSWB) has constituted a seven-member North East committee which will hold its second meeting in New Delhi in December to chalk out the special welfare package. 

Withdraw entry tax on Andhra fish : traders
Guwahati : Fish-loving people of Assam may have to do away with fish from outside the State as the Andhra Pradesh State Fish Traders' and 'Packers' Association has stopped exporting from September 11 due to the imposition of eight per cent of Assam's fish requirement . The rest comes from Siliguri, Howrah, Bihar, Delhi and Lucknow.

Assam Cong leaders urge AICC to lobby with Centre against BTC
Guwahati : Generating a fish controversy on the issue of the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC), several top leaders of the ruling Congress have approached the All India Congress Committee (AICC) to press the Union Home Ministry to reconsider the proposal to form the BTC under the amended Sixth Schedule of the Constitution.

The recent executive meeting of the Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) took a formal resolution requesting the Tarun Gogoi-led government to examine all the pros and cons before giving its nod for creating of the BTC. 

WHO expert in city, says male fertility declining worldwide
Guwahati : Human males worldwide are experiencing a rapid decline in fertility and sperm count, prompting the World Health Organization (WHO) to standardize parameters for semen analysis , experts said on 29th September .

"Declining fertility status among male is now an inter-global phenomenon with pollution and stress attributed as some of the primary reasons, "Daniel R. Franken, research director at the Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology of the Tygerberg Hospital in South Africa.

Naga Beauty wins title with talk on motherhood
Guwahati : It was an evening of beauty with brains. Ms Akunuo Khezhie of Nagaland has clinched the prestigious Miss Luit 2002 title organized by the North East Beauty Forum here on 28th September evening.

A degree student at Delhi University, Akunuo won the title not by her sheer beauty alone. Her charm, elegance and intelligence won the hearts of Guwahatians present at the beauty pageant.

News on 29th September '2002
Centre forms task force for NE waterways
Guwahati : Union Minister for Shipping Vedpraksh P. Goyal on 28th September announced that a task force on inland water transport for the north-eastern region will be constituted comprising four organizations- the Central Inland Water Transport Corporation (CIWTC), the Inland Water Department of Assam, the Assam State Centre of the Institution of Engineers, India and the Inland Waterways Authority of India.  

'31st March syndrome' ails Govt - Officials dragging feet on PMGY funds
Guwahati : The Assam Government has taken strong exception to the lackadaisical attitude of several departments towards timely submission of schemes and utilization of Central Government grants for rural development, and has asked the heads of all the erring departments to show results.

The Centre had sanctioned Rs 190 crore under the Pradhanmantri Gramodaya Yojana (PMGY) in the current year for six departments of State Government and released Rs 69 crore for this purpose . But , barring two departments- the Panchayat & Rural Development Department for approval to avail of the funds already released in their names. The Chief Secretary of the Planning & Development have sent several letters to these erring departments to furnish the schemes "immediately", but to no avail. 

Cotton College teachers devise 'unique' tuition plan
Guwahati : The teachers of Cotton College have proposed an alternative plan to the Assam government, euphemistically termed 'tuition class' instead of the private tuition, which they used to conduct.

As per the plan, the teachers of Cotton College will teach the students after the classes are over for the day by charging a 'meagre' sum and 'the College will give the teachers an additional pay of Rs 400-500 per month. This was started by the principal of the College, Dr Ram Charan Thakuria, while addressing the media in his chamber on 28th September.

Devendra Samagra released
Guwahati : The highlight of the concluding function of the year-long birth centenary celebrations of the late Devandranath Bhattacharyya held this evening at the Vivekananda Kendra was the release of the of the ten-volume Devendra Samagra (comprising the bulk of writings) by Dr Mamoni Raisom Goswami.

The meeting, president over by Mr Padma Borkotoki, was addressed by Dr Pradipeswar Bhattacharyya , Vice-Chancellor of Tezpur University, Dr Gobinda Prasad Sarma of Gauhati University, Mr D.N. Bezboruah, Mr Arup Borbora, Mr Hiranya Kumar Bhattacharyya, Mr Dilip Hazarika and Mr Bhaba Krishna Misra who spoke on different facets of the late Bhattacharyya's personality and works. 

News on 28th September '2002
Rs 15,000 cr spent in 15 years, but no marked change in Education Dept 

Guwahati : The State Education Department has failed to bring much of a change in the educational scenario even after spending Rs. 15,000 crore in the last 15 years. No other department of the Assam Government had received such a huge allocation of funds.

Pak involved in cross-border terror - Fear holding back UK investors North-east : Sir Rob
Guwahati : British High Commissioner to the India Sir Rob Young on 27th September said that the security scenario in the North-east holds the key for foreign investment in the region.

UK is India's second largest trading partner after the USA, and accounted for 5 per cent of the country's total foreign trade in goods in 2001-02. 

Bank dues paid up during city raid
Guwahati : The Bakijai officials of the Co-operative Societies on 27th September launched a campaign in the city against several defaulters of the Industrial Cooperatives Bank. In this regard, a team of Bakijai officials led by Bakijai officer Bikram Hazarika raided a press, " Angel Associates" in Manipuri Basti. The team was about with to seize a computer system along with a high-end printer and scanner when the proprietor of the press, Naren Hazarika, handed over his due amount of Rs 79,150 to the officials. It may be mentioned here that Hazarika had taken the loan from the Bank in 1994.

B'deshis crossing over to watch Bollywood hits, illegal trade rise
Guwahati : Andhra Pradesh fish and Indian movies. Nothing in common. But somehow, both these items are in the list of unofficial trade between the North-east and Bangladesh.

While the Andhra Pradesh fish is finding its way to dining tables in Bangladesh, an invisible trade in the form of entertainment services is flourishing in the border districts of Assam. Thanks to unofficial trade channels through the porous borders in Assam and Tripura.

Vigilance Cell arrests two
Guwahati : The State Vigilance and Anti-Corruption Cell on 26th September arrested an election officer of Hatsingimari in Dhubri , Sukur Ali and an accountant of the of the Senga development block. Madhab Phukan for misuse of Government funds under the EAS scheme for construction of an embankment on Beki river during 1997-98. The two are in judicial custody after being produced in a special judge court.

HC notice to Kamrup DC, City SP
Guwahati : The Gauhati High Court on 24th September issued notices to the Kamrup DC and the City SP for the missing of the vehicle of one Rajib Parasar. The vehicle was under requisition. The High Court issued notices following a petition filed by Parasar seeking compensation along with the cost of the vehicle.  

Kidnapped PHE employee rescued
Guwahati : The City Police on 24th September rescued PHE sectional assistant Vijay Basumatary from Baikuntha Nagar from the clutch of four youths, who kidnapped him. The abductors have been arrested.  

Body of driver found in city
Guwahati : The City Police recovered the body of the driver of a Maruti van, Rathin Das from Amingaon in the city on 24th September. The police picked up three persons working in nearby garage for interrogation. 

After ASCARD, Govt targets AFC defaulters, outstanding Rs 148 cr 

Guwahati : The cash-starved Assam Government has launched a massive drive to recover the outstanding loans from different individuals, businessmen and organizations to tone up its financial condition. After making the ASCARD Bank defaulters to fall in line, the government has decided to initiate legal proceedings against the defaulters of the Assam Finance Corporation (AFC) who had taken loans to set up medium and small scale industries in the State.

The AFC has not been able to sanction loans to the promising entrepreneurs in the last several years due to non-recovery of the outstanding loans.  

CM may give up some portfolios
Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi who was released from the All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) a few days back is currently executing all his official work from the Assam Bhavan, New Delhi. Soon after his release, Gogoi called on the Congress president Sonia Gandhi.

The issue of the finding a deputy Chief Minister for Assam has taken a back seat after the Sonia-Gogoi meeting. In the meantime, Gogoi has met several Congress top leaders in the capital and the former has mooted the idea of relieving himself from some portfolios instead of starting a hunt for a deputy chief minister. 

Hojai tension : AHRC raps Ardhendu Dey
Guwahati : The Assam Human Rights Commission (AHRC) has found a "tatic" understanding between the State Agriculture Minister Dr Ardhendu Dey and the police in creating tension and harassing the local innocent people at Hojai in Nagaon district in the aftermath of the abduction of a college girl Tapashi Saha on August 26. The AHRC conducted an inquiry after registering a case on the basis of a complaint petition filed by the senior citizens of Hojai.

Prisoners grow vegetables, practicing yoga, behaving well & getting premature release - Assam jails, industrious inmates
Guwahati : The inmates of 27 jails in the State are literally sowing the seeds of fiscal discipline -achieving what the bankrupt Assam Government has tried hard to do without much success.

Over 500 inmates of the Nagaon district jail have already tasted the fruits of fiscal discipline by diligently engaging in agriculture in the prison's kitchen garden, growing vegetables and in the process, bringing down the food expenses by nearly Rs 50,000 per month.

ULFA leaders retreat after Mech arrest : police
Guwahati : The top brass of the banned ULFA has retreated to safe places following the arrest of Prabin Konwar alias Ramu Mech, the chief of the outfit's eastern command'. Prabin Konwar was the most trusted lieutenant of the ULFA's "chairman" Arabinda Rajkhowa and "commander-in-chief" Prash Baruah. The ULFA high-command has been maintaining strict surveillance on some of the fence sitters so that they cannot desert the organization. Remu Mech quit the ULFA out of tremendous frustration , the police said. Police has intercepted messages of the ULFA's top brass which warned all the cadres of severe consequence if they desert the outfit at this critical juncture. A five-member team from the Assam Police headquarters here on 24th September reached Sivasagar to interrogate the arrested ULFA leader.  

AAPSU warns against new law
Guwahati : The All Arunachal Pradesh Students Union (AAPSU) on 24th September said that the possibility of students and youth taking up arms could not be ruled out against the "respective and oppressive" APCOCA, enacted by the Arunachal Government to combat organized crime. "The State Government would be responsible if the students took up arms through they were for striking to the path of non-violence," AAPSU general secretary Maji Marging warned while talking to reporters here. "Congress is provoking the youths of the North-east region to take up arms because they systematically want to suppress and oppress the people killing the democratic ethos," Marging alleged.   

News on 27th September '2002
We don't want to take chances : DGP - Assam on watch for ULFA-Maoist nexus, wants KLO tackled
Guwahati : Security agencies in Assam are keeping a close watch on a keeping a close watch on a possible strategies alliance developing between the Maoist rebels in Nepal and the outlawed ULFA, when the Kamatapur Liberation Organization (KLO) acting as a bridge.

The Assam Police has heightened vigil along the border with West Bengal and Bhutan and is keeping tabs on Nepali strongholds in the State for any unnatural activity or entry of 'outside elements' "As of now, there is neither sympathy here for the Maoists in Nepal nor presence of any Maoist elements in Assam. But, we are not taking chances, and have stepped up surveillance in certain pockets, besides monitoring movement of people in the border areas, "State Director General of Police Hare Krishna Deka told the writer. 

Life in Assam hit, prominent Muslims condemn Temple attack
Guwahati : Normal life in the State was crippled on 26th September following the 12-hour Bharat bandh called by the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) in protest against the terrorist attack at the Swaminarain temple in Gujrat. Expert a few incidents of stone pelting, the overall situation in Assam during the bandh was normal. 

If LTTE can come for talks, why not ULFA, asks Gogoi
Guwahati : If the LTTE can come to the negotiation table; drop the demand for eelam (State) why not the ULFA, asked Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi.

The Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi once again urged the ULFA and other militant outfits to come to the table for negotiations. 

Fighting AIDS : blood bank in each Assembly constituency
Guwahati : In a significant move, a committee comprising MLAs from different political parties has been constituted to sensitize the people of Assam about the deadly AIDS. Congress MLA Dr Haren Das is the convenor of the committee which, besides other things, will go to for setting up blood banks in every Assembly constituency in the State with assistance from the MLAs' Local Area Development Fund. 

CM may hit roadblock on OBC move for Muslims
Guwahati : For Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi it will be a tough time when he returns to the State after spending more than 45 days in New Delhi for his treatment. A majority of ministers and Congress MLAs are expected to express their anger and resentment over the formation of a Cabinet Sub-Committee to grant OBC status to the Muslims living in the State, and the declaration of Guwahati as a district. 

Cops to aid Education Dept in tackling forgery
Guwahati : the State Education department may put a check on the mushrooming growth of junior colleges in the State, especially in the city. Officials of the Assam Police, Assam Higher Secondary Education Council (AHSEC) and the Board of Secondary Education, Assam (SEBA) , are verifying as to whether the racket of issuing forged mark sheet is run by a section of unscrupulous more students in the junior colleges that have sprung up . 

Lack of Central funds hits flood damage repair
Guwahati : Despite repeated pleas to the Centre by the State Government, including a memorandum to the Prime Minister by the MPs of the State, no financial help is forthcoming from the New Delhi to tackle the State's flood damage.

The State Government had estimated a total loss of Rs 2,000 crore in the 16 flood-hit districts in the State . Even a high-level team from the Centre had also visited the flood-hit areas to take a first-hand account of the total loss. Despite this, the Centre is maintaining a silence.

News on 26th September '2002
Security men in Kamakhya, other religious places in State
Guwahati : The Assam Government on 25th September threw a massive security blanker in the State following 25th September terrorist attack at the famous Swaminaraian temple in Gujrat. Security personnel have been deployed at the main entrance of the historic Kamakhya temple, ISKCON temple, Balaji Mandir , Dol Govinda , Jaganath mandir in Nagaon and Mahamaya temple in Dhubri district. 

Assam Govt sends draft BTC pact to Centre, deal soon
Guwahati : The Assam Government on 25th September sent its draft proposal to the Centre consisting of suggestions on how to amend the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution for protection of political and socio-economic rights of the non-Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) . The Assam Government in its proposal has also suggested that Article 332 of the Constitution should not be made application to the BTC since it would debar the general people, other than the scheduled Tribes, to contest the election.  

CM absence has hit admn, must quit : Brindaban
Guwahati : Alleging that the long absence of Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi , undergoing treatment in New Delhi , has made the State Government non-functional, the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) on 25th September demanded that if the present situation continues, the Congress Government in the State should resign for the greater interest of the people of the State . 

Assam forests in save-elephant mode
Guwahati : In a significant revelation , the Chief Conservator of Forest (CCF), Wildlife , Government of Assam , Sonadhar Doley on 25th September said that there has been an attempt at organized killing of elephants in the State. He said that despite efforts made by the Forest department and wildlife activists to reduce the man-elephant conflicts, a tendency is fast growing among various communities to kill elephants in an organized way. 

Check gate case hearing on Oct 3
Guwahati : The Gauhati High Court on 25th September had a long hearing on the case relating to the existence of alleged illegal check gates on the national highways. The hearing, however, remained inconclusive and the High Court has fixed October 3 as the next date for hearing of the case. Arguing on behalf of the petitioner Zakir Hussain , who challenged the validity of the existence of the Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) check gates on the national highways, advocate Arunav Choudhury submitted before a single-judge bench of justice.

News on 25th September '2002
AASU hails BJP call on IMDT, asks for joint House meet 

Guwahati : The All Assam Students' Union has demanded the BJP-led NDA Government in the Centre to convene a joint parliamentary session immediately, to scrap the IM(DT) Act. Terming the recent remark of BJP supremo Venkaiah Naidu regarding the IM(DT) Act as a positive response for the greater interest of the people of the country, the AASU president Prabin Bora urged the BJP leader to try his best to fulfill his commitment on the 'burning issue of the country. 

Illegal timber seized
Guwahati : Sonitpur police has launched a concerted drive to detect storage and transportation of illegal timber from the district and seized more than 1350 cft. of valuable timber valued at more than rupees eight lakh in past two months. The seized timber has been handed over to Forest Department and Superintendent of Police, Sonitpur has promised rewards to the officials concerned and has promised rewards to the officials concerned and has made an appeal to the public to give information about such illegal felling and movement for taking up prompt action. 

ABS chapter in city
Guwahati : The Guwahati Chapter of Association of British Scholars will be launched on December 27 at 5 pm in a city based hotel in presence of British High Commission senior diplomats and other dignitaries . ABS chapters aims to encourage information sharing, contact making and social interaction as well as strengthening further the Undo-Uk relationship. The British High Commissioner of India is its patron and Director, British Council , India ,is the chairman of the federation. 

Dhekial Phookan Lecture on 24th September
Guwahati : The Anandaram Dhekial Phookan Adhayan Chakra of Anandaram Dhekial Phookan College will organize a memorial lecture on "Anandaram Dhekial Phookan and modern era of Assam's history" at Lakshminath Bezbarua Bhavan on September 24. Former president of Axom Xahitya Xabha Mahim Bora will inaugurate the programme, while Prof Bhaben Baruah of Gauhati University will deliver the memorial lecture.

Sou moto case on teachers' salary - Education Dept pulled up by HC for slow response
Guwahati : In a significant move , the Gauhati High Court has registered a suo moto case against the State Education Department accusing the latter of not showing prompt response in disposing off about 15,000 cases relating to non-payment of salaries to the teachers.

Expressing sheer disappointment over the way of functioning of the Education Department , a single judge bench of the High Court comprising justice Ranjan Gogoi on 20th September asked the State Advocate General Amrit Phukan to submit the Education Department's suggestions in writing to evolve a mechanism to dispose off about 15,000 cases relating to teachers within two weeks time. The Court also sought suggestions from the president of Gauhati High Court Bar Association, Arup Borbora , to dispose the pending cases.

BJP, NDA Govt using Assam as mere political playground : AASU
Guwahati : Launching a scathing attack on the BJP on the eve of the party's two day NE Zonal meeting that begins here on 21st September , the All Assam Students' Union (AASU) on 20th September said that the BJP and the Atal Behari Vajpayee-led government in New Delhi was using Assam as a mere ground-to-pursue their political gameplan by giving false hopes and promises to the people of the State .

AASU president Prabin Bora said that the BJP is not a party with a difference is so far as the people of Assam are concerned . This has been exposed since the controversial IM(DT) Act or put a check on the unabated influx of Bangladeshi nationals by sealing the Assam-Bangladesh international border, he said.

IM(DT) Act must go : Khandelwal
Guwahati : BJP vice-president and in-charge of the north-eastern region, Mr Pyarelal Khandelwal on 20th September said that the Party's views on the controversial IM(DT) Act is very clear and they will always go for scrapping of the Act Reacting to the AGP's accusation of the BJP doing nothing regarding the repeal of IM(DT) Act, he said that the AGP during its own tenure in the State did not even take a Cabinet decision or pass a resolution to scrape the Act. Mr Khandewal said that the North-east is in its priority list and also informed that of the sanctioned Rs 9000 crore development package to the North-east, more than Rs 3000 crore has been released. Mr Khandalwal is in the city to participate in the party's two-day zonal meet from 21st September. 

Gogoi released from AIIMS
Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi was on 20th September released from the All India Institute of Medical Science (AIIMS) , New Delhi. Gogoi who was undergoing treatment here for about a month has been declared fit by the doctors. After his release, the Chief Minister went to the Assam Bhavan. He will return to the State by the end of this month. 

Doctors arrested for cheating
Guwahati : Sleuths of the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) on 20th September arrested two doctors namely Dr A. Barkatoki and Dr T.C. Bhuyan of the Central Railway Hospital , Maligaon on charges of cheating. The doctors charged exorbitant fees from outside patients. Both the doctors were red handed when they were resorting to such malpractices.

NRLAGM held, profit Rs 123 cr
Guwahati : The ninth Annual General Meeting (AGM) of Numaligarh Refinery Limited (NRL) was held on 20th September at its registered office at Guwahati . The meeting was presided over by Mr S Behuria, Chandmari, NRL and C&MD, Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited. The financial results for the year 2001-02, the company's first full year of commercial operation was started to be good. In this period , the company registered a profit after tax of Rs 122.98 crore on a total income of Rs 565.47 crore. The company's board has recommended 30 per cent post tax profit amounting to Rs 37.52 crore as divided to its shareholders, which was approved in the AGM. 

News on 24th September '2002
Ramu Mech had come overground some months back : Police - ULFA top gun gave himself up ? 

Guwahati : In a significant revelation , several top Assam Police officials on 23rd September said that the arrest of Prabin Konwar alias Ramu Mech alias Bhaiti the chief of the banned ULFA's eastern command was possible due to growing 'tension and disunity' in the outfit's hierarchy. Prabin Konwar who is believed to be the most trusted lieutenant of the ULFA's self-styled chairman Arabinda Rajkhowa , and shared a daily interaction with the "commander-in-chief" Paresh Baruah over Satellite telephone had voluntarily admitted himself at Aditya Diagnostic Centre, a nursing home in Dibrugarh town , to get caught by the police or the Army.

AHRC slams police harassing hotelier
Guwahati : The Assam Human Rights Commission (AHRC) has penalized the City Police and has asked it to pay an interim compensation of Rs 50,000 under Section 18(3) of the Protection of Human Rights Acts. 1983 on charges of illegally harassing and dismantling the property of Uday Kumar Verma, owner of Hotel Pravodoy at Ganeshguri in the city. 

State Govt desperate to collect Rs 230 cr tax due from depts
Guwahati : The State Government is leaving no stone unturned to recover tax arrears, including sales tax and agriculture tax among others, amounting to about Rs 230 crore . These are pending since a long time.

If the loopholes in tax collection are plugged, the State exchequer may expect a rise of an additional 30 per cent tax collection per annum. Till the last financial year , nearly Rs 162 crore in sales tax, Rs 31 crore in other tax heads were due. 

September 26 meet to decide Bodoland stir
Guwahati : Despite the suggestions given to the different Bodo organizations by an all-party meeting held here on 21st September not to start the movement for a separate Bodoland, signs are imminent that a fresh movement will begin soon. The final decision in this regard will be taken after the special convention organized by the All Bodo Students' Union (ABSU) in Kokrajhar on September 26. 

Assam Police deploys cyber cops to tackle Net crime
Guwahati : The Assam Police is now after the criminals on the Net. With the sharp rise in the number of netizens, and mushrooming growth of cyber joints in the State, incidents of cyber crimes like hacking and sending hate-mails is on the upswing , forcing the Criminal Investigation Department (CID) to work out a comprehensive strategy to deal with the new dimension to the world of crime.  

Assam Assembly to begin on Oct 3
Guwahati : A short session of the Assam Assembly will begin on October 3 instead of October 1. Earlier , Governor Lt Gen (retd) S K Sinha had called the session from October 1.

APBn constable hits jackpot
Guwahati : A constable of the 2nd Assam Police Battalion, Betharam Borah has won $ 60,000 and a Mercedes car at a competition held in the Netherlands. This was informed by the Chief PRO of the Assam Police Headquarters, Md A Islam.

Sadik in U-17 cricket team for Lanka
Guwahati : Sadik Imran Chaudhury of Assam has been selected in the Indian U-17 team bound for Lanka for a 21-day tour there where the team will play a tri-series tourney involving Bangladesh. Another State player Amjad Ali has been named as the standby for the tour. This stated by the selection committee member of the U-17 team, Mr Kamal Das from Bangalore.

News on 23rd September '2002
BJP warns of Sonia becoming PM : Gogoi 

Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on 22nd September lambasted the BJP leadership for assailing Sonia Gandhi on the foreign origin at a rally in Guwahati . Addressing a press conference in New Delhi , Gogoi said that BJP is terribly scared of the prospects of Sonia Gandhi becoming the Prime Minister. He said that the BJP leadership's utterances have exposed the "intellectual and moral bankruptcy" of the party which had "accidentally attained power at the Centre with the help of innumerable crutches". On the other hand , the chief spokesperson of the Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) Silvius Condopan and Congress Rajya Sabha member Dwijen Sarma said that Venkaiah Naidu and Promod Mahajan have no right to question the validity of Sonia Gandhi of becoming the Prime Minister when the people of the country have elected her as an MP. Condopan said that the APCC has full confidence in the leadership of Sonia Gandhi. 

Four ultras killed in Assam
Guwahati : Four militants of different outfits were killed in separate encounters and some arms and ammunition seized in Assam on 21st September night. The Army raided an ULFA hideout and in the ensuring encounter two militants were killed at Barbathargaon of Kamrup district. The army recovered one 8 mm rifle, one magazine with assorted ammunition , one 303 revolver, two Chinese grenades and eleven detonators. In Liberation Front (BNLF) ultras were killed in an encounter with the police in Monapi village of Karimganj district in South Assam's Barak Valley. Four suspected BNLF linkmen were arrested from the nearby area.  

Central team to probe non-use of rural funds in Assam : Patil
Guwahati : The Centre will send a term of vigilance officials to inquire into the non-utilization and mis-utilization of rural development funds in Assam. The Assam Government and the National Institute of Rural Development (NIRD) officials have been asked to cooperate with the Central vigilance team in monitoring the progress of implementation of the centrally sponsored rural development projects. 

'Brahmaputra must be linked to big rivers through common channel' - We have a long way to go to win hearts in NE, says Naidu
Guwahati : After focusing on the issue of Bangladeshi infiltration and repeal of the IM(DT) Act, the BJP on 22nd September tried to woo the people of Assam by raising the perennial flood problem. BJP president M. Venkaiah Naidu said that his party would compel the NDA Government to chalk out a massive scheme to connect rivers like the Ganga, Brahmaputra, Krishna and Godavari through a common channel to solve the annual flood-fury in Assam and other parts of the North-east , and drought in some other parts of the country.  

Oil ministry to broker ONGC, Reliance deal for Assam Cracker
Guwahati : The Union Minister of State for Petroleum and Natural Gas, Mr Santosh Gangwar has said that the execution of the proposed Assam Gas Cracker Project is likely to start this year as soon as a deal is reached between the Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) and Reliance Assam Petrochemicals Limited (RAPL).

Adivasi group warns tea industry, wants 20% bonus
Guwahati : The beleaguered Assam tea industry was on 22nd September warned of serious consequences if the garden owners play foul in giving puja bonus to the tea labourers on the plea of the present slump in the industry. The All Adivasi Students' Association (AASA), the powerful students' organization from the tea labour community , said that bonus , less than 20 per cent, would not be acceptable.  

News on 22nd September '2002
Repeal of IM(DT) Act - Naidu moots joint House meet
Guwahati : The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) president M Venkaiah Naidu on 21st September said that the IM(DT) Act was the biggest hurdle in solving the problem of illegal migrants in the State and BJP will ask for a joint session of the Parliament to scrap the IM(DT) Act.

Inaugurating the North-east zonal meet of the BJP at Haryana said that his party will raise the issue in a big way and added that an agitation on the issue in the State is on the cards to press the Centre and the State for the removal of the Act.

BJP will stall Cong move to make Sonia India's PM : Mahajan
Guwahati : Union Parliamentary Affairs Minister Promod Mahajan on 21st September had a harrowing time travelling through the city roads on way to the venue of the North-east Zonal meet of the BJP here. As is his wont, the witting Mahajan wondered if the roads were in the crater or the craters were in the roads. On a ministerial convoy, Mr Mahajan said that he left it was a camel's ride. 

Be patient advise ABSU on BTC
Guwahati : The All party meeting organized by the All Bodo Students' Union (ABSU) and the Bodo Peoples' Action Committee (BPAC) in the city on 21st September expressed its deep concern over the delaying tactics adopted by the State Government and the Union Home Ministry over the creation of the proposed Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC). The meeting held under the chairmanship of Lok Sabha MP and Bodo leader, Mr SK Bwismuthiary, discussed in length about the ongoing negotiation on the Bodoland issue between the Central and State Governments and the BLT. The leaders expressed concern over the non-approval of the draft MoU prepared by the Central Government which was sent to the State Government for cabinet approval. 

Kamal Kumari award to Saikia Narlikar, Gopalakrishnan
Guwahati : Noted Assamese film-maker and litteratuer, Dr Bhabendra Nath Saikia and Malayalam film exponent , Adoor Gopalakrishnan have been selected for the Kamal Kumari National Awards for Cultural for the year 2000 and 2001 respectively.

The Science and Technology Awards has also been announced Prof Jayanta Vishnu Narlikar, an eminent astrophysicist of the country has been nominated for the year 2000 and Prof Tejpal Singh, leading bio-chemical scientist for the year 2001.

Gogoi calls on Sonia
Guwahati : The Assam Chief Minister Mr Tarun Gogoi on 21st September called on the Congress president, Ms Sonia Gandhi at her official residence and had a half-hour long discussion on the various issues concerning the State. The discussion covered various topics of BTC, floods, law and order, financial position of the State, etc. Mr Gogoi will return to the State on October 2 after attending a function where the President Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam will unveil a statue of Lokapriya Gopinath Bordoloi at the Parliament House premises.

News on 21st September '2002
APBEA memo to CM, protests privatization of PSU banks
Guwahati : Hundreds of bank employees from different banks of Assam Provincial Bank Employees' Association , Guwahati City Committee (APBEA) took out a procession on 21st September with the following issues: 1. Against privatization of public sector banks, 2. Effective stops to recover bad loans, NPA in banks, 3. Stringent legal and penal steps against wilful defaulters of bank loans , 4. Wilful default of bank loans to be declared as 'criminal offence', 5. Accelerated flow of bank credit with special emphasis to agricultural and rural sector involving employment generation and poverty alleviation, 6. Opening of more bank branches, 7. Increase in interest rate on small savings/deposits.  

Lions club of Guwahati South adopts Dharmapur village
Guwahati : Lions Club of Guwahati South has adopted village Dharampur under Rani block on September 15. In a simple function held at Dharampur LP School , president of the Lions Club of Guwahati South, Lion Sisir Bhowmik declared a adoption of the village. The meeting attended by over 100 villagers, farmers, members of Rani Bholagaon GPSS and panchayat of Dharampur was presided by Mr Pramesar Burman, president Rani Bholagoan GPSS Ltd. Mr Indrajit Rutatunda , State marketing manager, North-east, IFFCO, a Government of India undertaking, was the chief guest , who gave valuable ideas to the farmers about alternative crops, fertilizer, method of preparation and advantage of compost. 

Pensioners' body to plant trees on September 24
Guwahati : The President Mr Durga Prasad Neog and secretary Mr Sarat Chandra Choudhury of the Government Pensioners' Association, Assam , Guwahati branch have informed that as an accepted policy of tree plantation for preservation of environment , the Association has been planting trees every year . This time also the Guwahati branch of the Association has arranged tree plantation programme to be held on September 24 at the premises of the Kon Bikash Kendra at Dakhingaon , Kahilipara in cooperation with the authorities of the Mon Bikash Kendra, officers of the Social Forestry, Assam and the Police department. Minister of Forest Pradyut Bordoloi is requested to inaugurate the programme.

News on 20th September '2002
Sanchayika Day celebrated
Guwahati : Sanchayika Day organized jointly by National Saving Organization , Government of India and Directorate of Small Savings , Government of Assam was held recently at the Asom Jatiya Vidyalaya, Noonmati . Speaking as the chief guest Minister of State for Relief and Rehabilitation , Sports and Youth Welfare Captain Robin Bordoloi said that saving has multifaceted benefits , be it that of the individual , the family or even the nation minister of State for Planning and development Himanta Biswa Sarma , Md Hussain Ali, Secretary, Higher Education , Government of Assam ; Mr Ahmed Hussain, Director, Small Savings , Government of Assam; Mr Rajiv Sagar, regional director , National Savings Organization ; Mr Sanjib Sabhapandit, president of the governing body of Asom Jatiya Vidyalaya and Mr NI Laskar, general manager of Corporate and Banking strategies for development also present on the occasion among many others. 

Expelled from NCP
Guwahati : Mr Anil Deka and Mr Kukul Das members of National Congress Party have been expelled from the primary membership of the party for their anti-paty activities.

RCH programme at Goalpara
Guwahati : The Directorate of Field Publicity, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, Government of India , Guwahati will conduct a three-day programme on Reproductive and Child Health from September 20 at Goalpara incollaboration with Darpan .

News on 19th September '2002
Food Control Department alone has 200 unfinished projects with 10-20% work done - Assam to shelve old projects with slow execution 

Guwahati : With a view to check malpractices and reduce cost escalation, the Assam Government is contemplating to shelve all those schemes and projects which have failed to see the light of the day during the last five to ten years. The move has been initiated , as implementation of several projects approved by the State Planning department involving a total around Rs 700 crore are being executed at a snail's pace, resulting in a massive cost escalation.

The State Government would make an in-depth study as to which of the projects would be shelved . After the study, the government would enlist some projects that are to be completed within a stipulated time period.  

Focus NE : BJP top guns coming for mega meet, IM(DT) on list
Guwahati : The BJP appears to be bent on making the lotus bloom, and bloom well in the North-east . Leaving Gujarat and Kashmir aside for a while , the BJP top guns, including party president M. Venkaiah Naidu , vice-president Pyarelal Khandelwal , national general secretaries Rajnath Singh , Arun Jaitley, Mukthar Abbas Naqvi, Sanjoy Joshi, Anita Arya, former president Kushabhau Thakre and Union Ministers Arun Shourie and Pramode Mahajan will arrive in the city on 21st September . They will review the strategies to carry the message of the Party to the grassroots level in the region during the two-day North East Zonal Meeting.  

Assam fish farmers told to use modern methods, follow Bangladeshi model
Guwahati : Assam Minister of state for Fisheries , Etuwa Munda said that lessees of beel and river fisheries have been sensitized to take up modern beel management techniques on the lines of the Bangladesh Model as recommended by the World bank.  

Forged mark sheet racket busted in city college, 4 students held
Guwahati : In a shocking incident that will stir mandarins at the Assam Higher Secondary Education Council, four students of the K C Das Commerce College in the city attempted and almost managed to pass their Higher Secondary examination after appealing for a re-checking of the answer scripts. The students who had failed the examinations managed to obtain forged mark sheets after the answer scripts were re-checked. 

Adverts on Kamakhya rocks go unnoticed ?
Guwahati : Close on the heels of the Supreme Court verdict directing the cola majors and ten other companies to pay fines for advertising their products on the rocks of the Rohtang Pass to woo customers, questions about companies advertising their products on rock surfaces on the way to the Kamakhya Temple in the city are yet to be answered.  

Cable theft affects telephone services
Guwahati : At least 900 telephones have been rendered out of order in the Rajgarh area of the city due to underground cable theft on 18th September night . The general manager BSNL here on 19th September said two 200 pair cables, one 900 pair cable and another 800 pairs were stolen from three different places of the area. Places where telephone services have been affected are from Brahmaputra Hospital towards Chandmari railway line on the Rajgarh Road, Pub Sarania and parts of the South Sarania .

Shatrughan to visit State on Oct 3
Guwahati : Union Health Minister Shatrughan Sinha is arriving in the city on October 3 on a two day visit of the State. Actor turned Minister, Sinha is coming to Assam at the request of the Governor, Lt Gen (retd) S K Sinha . During his visit he will inaugurate the Regional Drug Testing Laboratory at Six Mile. The Union Health Ministry has decided to take the Drug Testing Laboratory as one of its units.  

Tea tribes body resent Brahma's remark 
Guwahati : The Tea and Ex-tea Tribes Department Committee of the Assam Pradesh Congress expressed deep resentment over the remark of BDLP leader, Ms Pramila Rani Brahma on APCC supremo Paban Singh Ghatowar which appeared in a section of the press recently. The Tea and Ex-tea Tribes Department Committee here, the organization said that this had hurt the sentiment of the tea tribes and the people of Assam as a whole. The Committee demanded Ms Brahma to withdraw her remark for the greater interest of the people of the State.  

House body on NE devp worried over influx 

Guwahati : Under Non-Lapsable Central Pool of Resources, 162 projects worth Rs 3,093 crore had been approved and an amount of Rs 1,346.72 crore has been released for the development of the North-east , said Secretary, Department of Development of North Eastern region, Government of India, while participating in the Consultative Committee meeting under the presidentship of Deputy Prime Minister Mr L K Advani in New Delhi recently.  

State Govt benefited from primary school survey : Bora
Guwahati : The State Government has taken several initiatives in recent past to bring significant changes in the education system of the State . Major initiatives taken by the Government included habitation- wise survey conducted in more than 75,000 habitation of the State find out the educational status of 5- 14 years child group. In addition , all 40,000 elementary school have been surveyed in past 3 months and this database has provided rich insights in identifying pockets with low enrollment and poor infrastructure in schools. 

Pramila main culprit behind carnage : AASAA
Guwahati : The All Adivasi Students Association of Assam (AASAA) expressed deep resentment over the remark of Mr Pramila Rani Brahma against APCC supremo Paban Singh Ghatowar which appeared in a section of the press recently.

The AASAA here, the students body stated that the comment of Ms Brahma is , infact, an insult to the Adivasis of the State.  

Army helps women entrepreneurs
Guwahati : Three women, Mousumi Boro, Tutumoni Choudhury and Pushpanjali Deka , have one thing in common.

They share a computer, have an internet connection, a scanner and from 20th September they will be the joint owners of a cyber-cafe in the insurgency-dominated Nalbari district of lower Assam. 

NTPC-BHEL team for BTPS revival
Guwahati : A team of nine power generation experts from National Thermal Power Corporation and Bharat Heavy Electrical Limited arrived in the city on 18th September to examine ways and means of reviving the Bongaigaon Thermal Power Station on the invitation of ASEB. 

Seminar on heart disease
Guwahati : The 70th Scientific Seminar of the Indian Medical Association (IMA), Barpeta branch will be held on September 28 at the auditorium of IMA house, Barpeta Road. Dr Tarun Roy Choudhury , Medicine specialist of Barpeta Road will be the speaker on the occasion and the subject of deliberation will be "coronary heart disease".  

Seminar postponed
Guwahati : A two-day State level seminar on English language teaching at the secondary level scheduled to be start at English Language Teaching Institute, Assam on September 23- 24 is postponed due to some unavoidable circumstances. 

News on 18th September '2002
Assam ministers meet WB CM, talk rebel threat 

Guwahati : The Assam and West Bengal governments have decided to urge the Centre to take up with Bhutan and Bangladesh the need to prevent militant groups like ULFA, NDFB and KLO from using the territory of the two countries to pursue anti-India activities . The decision was taken when a delegation of Assam ministers and MLAs led by Social Welfare Minister Mr Gautam Roy and Minister of State for Home Raquibul Hussain met the West Bengal Chief Minister Buddhadeb Bhattacharyya at Kolkata on 18th September to discuss the issue of tracing Pradeep Sarkar, son of the Congress MLA Chandan Sarkar . Pradeep was abducted by militants from the Falakata in North Bengal in March. The meeting discussed as to how the banned ULFA is using North Bengal and Assam-West Bengal border as a corridor to enter and exit from neighbouring Bangladesh and Bhutan as well as the two states. 

Gogoi may be released on 20th September
Guwahati : Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi , who had been undergoing treatment at the AIIMS in Delhi, is likely to be released from the hospital on 20th September The Chief Minister's press secretary Bichitra Choudhury told that the doctors of the All India Institute of Medical Sciences had decided to release Gogoi as he had recovered from the ailments. 

'No minister occupying forest land'
Guwahati : Two separate inquiry committee have ascertained that no Assam minister or MLA had encroached on forest land for tea plantation . Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi had ordered separate probes following reports in a section of the media that some senior ministers were illegally encroaching on forest land for tea plantation.  

GU Teacher's agitation to continue
Guwahati : Gauhati University Teachers' Association has rejected the Assam Education Minister's appeal to postpone their on-going strike on 18th September. However, the Association has decided to cancel their "class boycott" programme scheduled to be held from September 20 for the greater interest of the students' community of the University.

Mahajan, Naidu to address meet in city
Guwahati : Union Minister for Information and Technology Promod Mahajan, BJP president Venkaiah Naidu, general secretary Raj Nath Singh will address a BJP party meet the Judges Field on September 21.  

News on 17th September '2002
MHA rejects Assam Govt plea for Z security to CM 

Guwahati : The Assam Government's proposal to scale up the security cover for Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi has been rejected by the Union Home Ministry. The Ministry was requested to provide Z-Plus security cover for Gogoi considering threats from the banned ULFA and NDFB.

'Avoid sweeping comments on tea leaders'
Guwahati : The Assam Pradesh Congress Committee's (APCC) suggestion to the State Government to seriously examine the issue of creation of the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) before giving a final verdict has generated a bitter controversy and sharp reactions among the rank-and-file of the Congress, the government , Bodo and tea community organization.

AICC looking for Gogoi deputy, four in race
Guwahati : Not succumbing to the pressure of the anti-Tarun Gogoi lobby to change the leadership , the Congress high command has finally started the hunt for a "suitable" deputy chief minister of Assam considering the deteriorating health condition of Gogoi. Health Minister Dr Bhumidhar Barman , PWD Minister Sarat Barkataki , Industry & Commerce Minister Bhubaneswar Kalita and Power Minister Devanand Konwar are among the list of probables for the post of deputy to Gogoi.

The decision to find a deputy chief minister in one way has been seen as a tactics of the party high command to secure Mr Gogoi's place as the Chief Minister. 

Tapping 'sleeping giants', improved methods can boost Assam fish yield
Guwahati : It is estimated that Assam has a production potential of 4.04 lakh tonnes of fish annually from the available resources by adopting standardized technologies. This production potential could be further enhanced by adopting of improved technology. 

News on 16th September '2002
Check gate set ablaze - IGP's guards nab youth 'extorting' cash at city check gate 

Guwahati : 'Extortions' at illegal check gates in the State continue to haunt vehicles users, particularly truck drivers. In another incident of extraction of money, the security men of the IGP (Law & order) nabbed one Angshuman Bhuyan on 14th September's midnight at the Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) Khanapara check gate while his accomplices managed to flee into the darkness. At around 1.30 a.m. , some miscreants burst a portion of the check gate, Mr Pradip Barman on 15th September filed an FIR at the Basishtha police station.

Sinha calls on Gogoi at AIIMS
Guwahati : Assam Governor Lt Gen (Retd) S K Sinha on 15th September called on Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi , undergoing treatment at AIIMS in New Delhi. The Governor was with the Chief Minister for about half an hour and discussed various issues, including Bodo problem, the proposed visit of President A P J Abdul Kalam to the State in October and on agriculture. Mr Sinha inquired of progress of improvement of Mr Gogoi's health. The Chief Minister might be released from the hospital within a or two .

ADB's power experts in State
Guwahati : An Asian Development Bank (ADB) mission, comprising Mr T Kimura and Mr Tallano , both experts in the energy sector, has arrived in Guwahati to review the situation for granting financial aid for the reform and restructuring process of power sector in the State. The ADB mission is holding detailed discussions with the State Government and ASEB officials on issues relating to financial and operating performance of ASEB , the constrain and limitations felt by the operation entries in delivery of efficient power supply to consumers, regulatory structures necessary for the operation of the power sector , human resource development and other aspects of power sector reforms. 

News on 15th September '2002
Assam Cong puts brake on BTC, wants issue examined before nod 

Guwahati : In a surprise move, the Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) on 15th September suggested to the Assam Government to go for an in-depth and serious examination before giving a final verdict on creation of the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC). The APCC's suggestion came at a time when the Centre is in the process to amend the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution to confer more autonomy to the Bodo areas. The State Cabinet, has given its nod for creation of the BTC.

ACPP tells ministers, MLAs to declare assets
Guwahati : In an attempt to bring the Tarun Gogoi-led government under its grip, the Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) on 15th September asked the government to keep the party informed about all the important decisions, It also asked every minister to submit report cards. Besides, the APCC asked all ministers, party MLAs and MPs to declare their assets to the All India Congress Committee (APCC) within two months. 

Oil majors bid for exploration in North-east
Guwahati : The Oil & Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) , the Oil India Ltd (OIL) , the Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) and the Gas Authority of India Ltd (GAIL) and seven other oil companies have submitted their bids to explore 23 new oil blocks in the country including several in Assam, Nagaland, Mizoram and Tripura in the third round of the new exploration licensing policy.

But the bad news is that the Union Finance Ministry has rejected the Assam Government's proposal seeking 50 per cent profits from the oil produced in the State under the new exploration licensing policy. The Assam Government's proposal was aimed at augmenting revenue to tide over its present financial crisis. The profits from the production sharing contrasts are currently flowing to the Centre.

'Bottom up' development holds key to NE growth : Manch leader
Guwahati : Swaminathan Gurumurthy is a suave, erudite man but his urbane demeanor will not camouflage his passion for a cause that is close to his heart.

Co-convener of the Swadeshi Jagaran Manch, an organization fighting for globalization in the desi way, i.e. with a local flavour, he is passionately for 'globalization'. 

News on 14th September '2002
Appointment of 1300 constables stayed 

Guwahati : Justice N S Singh of the Gauhati High Court has stayed the process initiated by the State Police to fill up vacancies of 1300 constables in different Armed Police battalions in the State after hearing a writ petition field by All Assam MOBC Sanmilani.

The petitioner challenged the advertisement for recruitment of constable published in the newspaper on 26.7.2002 on the ground that the said advertisement for recruitment of constables was aimed at covering up irregularities committed by the State Police administration in recruiting 1800 constables in the year 2000. 

Fate of 96 flood control schemes hangs in balance 

Guwahati : Mitigation of State's perennial problem of flood that has caused irreparable damage to its overall economy, will continue to remain a far cry as thing stand on 13th September.

As many as 96 different flood control schemes in the State have remained incomplete for failure of both the State and Central governments to facilitate continuous flow of the fund as per commitment. 

News on 13th September '2002
Assam to develop border villages to check influx, Rs 14 cr set aside 

Guwahati : The Assam Government has started the process of involving the people living in the fringe villages of the international borders along Assam to halt the unabated influx of Bangladeshi nationals and other "anti-national" elements. The Government will implement a package of Rs 14 crore for socio-economic development of the fringe villages along the Assam-Bangladesh border to ensure their cooperation in checking the influx. 

AGP slams ONGC, wants Centre to push project
Guwahati : Expressing displeasure at the non-commissioning of the Gas Cracker Project in the State, on 12th September asked the Centre to intervene and get the project started to give a much-needed fillip to the economic development of the State.

AGP spokesman, Sarbananda Sonowal expressed his displeasure over the slow progress of the implementation of the Project and decried the role of the Centre and Reliance Industries Limited . He said that the Union Petroleum Ministry is moving at a snail's pace on the issue and appears to be unwilling to make available the required gas to kickstart the project.  

Assam to hike Home Guards' pay
Guwahati : Despite the financial condition , the Assam Government has decided to enhance the daily wage of Home Guards from Rs 31 to Rs 45. The Centre , meanwhile , has approved the Assam Government's proposal to upgrade the condition of six district jails at par with the Centre jail. 

NFR officers from Bihar running fiefdoms in Assam?
Guwahati : The Railway Ministry appears to have adopted a policy to appoint officials from Bihar to the top posts in the various divisions under the NF Railway into a zone for requirement of staff from Bihar, as the officials have come to treat their divisions as their personal fiefdoms. Obviously , a great deal of resentment and anger prevails among all sections of the staff and officers in the NF Railway, not so much because their now-found bosses are from Bihar, but because of the arbitrary manner in which they have started to function and their high-handedness. As the entire nation is engrossed with the issue of safe travel by trains, the Railway Ministry's policy for the NF Railway has given rise to serious security concerns also in this part of the country. 

Pradeep kidnap: Assam team to meet WB CM
Guwahati : A team of ministers, MLAs and police officials from Assam will meet the West Bengal Chief Minister Buddhadeb Bhattacharyya in Kolkata on September 18 to discuss as to how both the states can coordinate to secure the release of Pradeep Sarkar, son of Congress MLA Chandan Sarkar who had been abducted from Falakata in West Bengal on March 4. The team will comprise ministers Gautam Roy, Raqibul Hussain, Chandan Sarkar, a few opposition MLAs and a police official of IG rank. The ensuring meeting with the West Bengal Chief Minister is part of the resolutions adopted by the Assam Assembly to coordinate with the West Bengal Government to trace the abducted son of Chandan Sarkar. There has been various reports about the abduction of Pradeep Sarkar. Initially the KLO was suspected to be behind the abduction . The IGP (SB) Khagen Sarma said that Pradeep is currently in the captivity of the banned ULFA.  

SULFA leader's PSOs withdrawn
Guwahati : The Sivasagar police on 12th September withdraw two personal Security officers of the SULFA leader Jayanta Hazarika , who is the prime accused in the Moran mayhem . Police sources said that the West Bengal police had recently arrested Hazarika and his two PSOs in Siliguri. After being released by the Court seeking West Bengal police, the Sivasagar police decided to do away with his PSOs. The CID has in the meantime, filed an affidavit in the Court seeking the cancellation of the anticipatory bail of this SULFA leader.  

Raid at Cong leaders' houses
Guwahati : Sleuths of the Debt Recovery Tribunal on 12th September conducted a raid at the city residences of two former Congress councilors of the GMC who have not repaid the loans taken from the ASCARD Bank, and seized two cars, some cash and other property. The raid was conducted on the basis of a bakijai case lodged by the ASCARD Bank. 

Fraud arrested in city
Guwahati : The Dispur police on 12th September arrested a person , Anup Deka , who claimed himself to be a journalist, on charges of taking money from three youths of Birubari area on the pretext of giving them jobs, and produced him before the court which sent him to jail. 

Lakhimpur district ACTA resorts to protest action 

Guwahati : The teachers of different Grant-in-aid (GIA) colleges of Lakhimpur district under the auspices of Lakhimpur district Coordination Committee boycotted their classes on Teachers' Day and took out a protest rally wearing black badges. The teachers of different colleges of the district affiliated to the Assam College Teachers Association (ACTA) assembled at Lakhimpur Commerce College and took out a procession from the college and submitted a memorandum to the Chief Minister of Assam through the Deputy Commissioner, Lakhimpur district, demanding early address of their long pending demands.  

Capsule course on refugee law and human rights at NEPA
Guwahati : A three-day capsule course on "Refugee Law and Human Rights" concluded recently at the North Eastern Policy Academy. The course was organized in collaboration with the faculty resources from the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), New Delhi. A batch of 13 trainees from the States of Maghalaya, Manipur, Sikkim , Nagaland and Arunachal Pradesh attended the course. The Governor of Meghalaya Mr M M Jacob attended as the chief guest of the valedictory function of the course .  

FINER demands Rly facilities for NE
Guwahati : The members of the Federation of the Industries and Commerce of North-eastern region (FINER) led by its director Mr R G Hrlalk called on the member traffic, Mr M C Srivastava of Indian Railways on June 20 at Guwahati and submitted a representation.  

PDF hails ABSU call for separate 'Bodoland' State
Guwahati : ABSU president, Rabiram Narzary's demand to create a separate Bodoland was welcome by the People's Democratic Front (PDF) secretary, Dhwajendra Brahma.

Rabiram Narzary, the ABSU president had resented the Government's inaction towards formation of the proposed Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) and had declared that ABSU would draw out a strategy of mass agitationnal programme at the ABSU-BPAC joint conversion to be held at Kokrajhar from September 26 to demand a separate State of 'Bodoland' in protest agitation the Government's failure to create the BTC.  

News on 12th September '2002
21 Assam railway bridges 'distressed', no worry : NFR 

Guwahati : The NF Railway has geared itself up to rebuild 22 "distressed" bridges in Assam and other parts of the North-east within March 2003. Construction plans appear to have been hastened up after the Howrah- Delhi Rajdhani Express derailed on a river bridge in Bihar on 9th September night.

Out of 6,000 rail bridges under the NF Railway, 31 of them have been listed under the "distressed bridge" category. Assam has the highest number of 21 distressed rail bridges which need constant monitoring and inspection to avoid ant catastrophe.

AGP locks horns with BJP over IMDT repeal, Delhi blamed
Guwahati : The AGP and the BJP which emerged as "friends" in the last Assembly polls have now locked horns on the vital IM(DT Act issue. After the State BJP president Rajen Gohain accused the AGP of maintaining double standard on the repeal of the Act, the AGP leadership on 11th September asked Gohain to go for an introspection as to what the BJP -led government at the Centre , and he as an MP, have done so far to repeal the Act.

Bora to meet Joshi in Delhi - Assam wants job ban lifted in Education Dept
Guwahati : The Assam Government is planning to request the Centre to relax the ban on new appointments in the State's Education Department to fill up vacant posts of teachers and college lecturers for the sake of proper education to lakhs of students.  

Assam Information Bill only on paper, officials blackout facts
Guwahati : Bureaucrats and ministers of the Tarun Gogoi-led Government are sitting over the Assam Right to Information Act. Even five months after the State Assembly passed the Right to Information Bill, the State Government departments are reluctant to share official information on any matter, citing various formalities . Some departments simply blackout even basic information. 

'Fake encounter' - AHRC directs police to pay compensation to victim
Guwahati : The Assam Human Right Commission (AHRC) has asked the Assam Police to pay a compensation of Rs 30,000 to one Md Hussain Ali of Naikuchi village in Kamrup district saying that the police fired upon him without any provocation on March 18 and injured his left leg. 

Scribe assault : Govt apologizes
Guwahati : The State Government on 11th September assured a delegation of journalists under the banner of the Journalists' Action Committee (JAC), Assam of taking necessary action against the culprits of September 7 incident at Janata Bhavan , where a group of fourth grade employees physically assaulted some journalists of the State. 

Off-site mock drilling disaster conducted at BRPL 

Guwahati : In a refinery dealing with processing of crude oil and production of petroleum products , there is always a need to be on high alert for handling any emergency situation arising out of major fire, hydro leakage from the manufacturing systems etc., leading to a disaster. BRPL is adequately equipped with fighting to face any incident of such hazards. To ensure the effectiveness of the equipments and response of the work force, onsite mock drills are conducted from time to time by BRPL. However, to create awareness , check preparedness of the concerned agencies under civil administration in case of a disaster situation, an off-site mock drill was conducted on September 10 by Mr G.K. Kalita, Deputy Commissioner, Bongaingaon . 

Environment Education in School System : a dream project gets underway
Guwahati : Environment Education in School Systems (EESS) , a sub-component of India Environment Management Capacity Building project undertaken by Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF), Government of India and funded by the World Bank. Centre for Environment Education (CEE) is consultant to MoEF for the implementation of the pilot project in eight States, viz Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Goa, Jammu & Kashmir , Maharashtra, Orissa, Punjab and Uttaranchal.  

Interview with Mathur
Guwahati : The Programme Production Centre (PPC), NE, Guwahati DDK will telecast an interview with Mr R N Mathur, Additional Director General of Police (CID) at 4.30 p.m. on September 12, pertaining to various aspects of CID and recent spurt in crime in the State. 

News on 11th September '2002
Cash crisis in State - Freeze future rise in Central DA, Assam tells Jaswant Singh 

Guwahati : The Assam Government has requested Union Finance Minister Jaswant Singh to freeze increases in the dearness allowance (DA) of the Central Government employees as this will go a way in restricting the rise in the salary and wage bill of the State Government . The Central has also been requested to refrain from future pay revisions without consulting the states facing severe fund crunch. 

State Transport Dept flouts policy, anomalies in test for jobs exposed
Guwahati : Backdoor policy and rampant irregularities have been blatantly conducted in the procedures to fill up the vacancies for the post of Assistant Enforcement Inspectors and Enforcement Checkers.

The Commissioner of Transport through an employment notification dated July 19, 2001 had asked the Department of Labour & Employment to fill up the vacancies of the Assistant Enforcement Inspector and Enforcement Checker by recommending the names of unemployed youths registered with the Employment Exchanges. 

MHA will probe Assam minister's role, says Gohain 

Guwahati : The Union Home Ministry will order a probe 'very soon' into the State BJP unit's allegation that the Assam Agricultural Minister, Mr Ardhendu Dey, was trying to incite communal tension in Hojai.

The State BJP president Mr Rajen Gohain on 10th September said that the Deputy Prime Minister , Mr L.K. Advani had assured them that the Centre would take up the issue with the Congress Government in the State.

SJSS calls for rail blockade
Guwahati : The Sanmilita Janagostiya Sangram Samity (SJSS), a body of non-Bodos, has called for a 36-hour "rail blockade" on October 7 next to protest against the creation of Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC). This was decided in a two-day meeting of the umbrella organisation of 19 non-Bodo bodies in Rangiya, SJSS chief convener Brajen Mahanta said here.

4 NDFB cadres killed
Guwahati : At least four National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) militants were killed in separate incidents and a huge militant hideout was busted in lower Assam on 10th September. Defence sources said that here on 10th September that based on specific information, troops of Red Horn Division raided an NDFB hideout in Gopaljhoa of Mahamaya reserve forest in Dhubri district. 

News on 10th September '2002
Floating outposts soon on Indo-Bangla border 

Guwahati : Indian border guards will soon start patrolling on air-conditioned flotillas the snaking river along Assam's border with Bangladesh to check infiltration, terroism and smuggling , official said on 6th September.

"We shall soon have three floating border outposts on the river Brahamaputra," said B.K. Dey Inspector General of the Border Security Force (BSF).  

Appointment of guardians for disabled
Guwahati : The families having person with autism, cerebral palsy, mental retardation or multiple disability are recommended to appoint guardians for their wards to ensure their care and protection and safe guarding the interests of the person with disability, after the death of the parents. Parents, siblings, grand parents, relatives and even registered disability organizations can now be appointed as guardians subject to certain conditions. This provisions have been made through a landmark legislation, The National Trust Act 1999.  

Workshop on perspective plan
Guwahati : A six-day workshop on perspective plan preparation of Sarba Siksha Abhijan held under the auspices of mission director at Assam Administrative Staff College, Khanapara, Guwahati concluded on 7th September. The Sarba Siksha Abhjian , mission director Mr Dhir Jhingran inaugurated the workshop. About 10-12 district core team members of each of the six SSA districts of Golaghat , Jorhat, Sivasagar, Karimganj, Hailakandi and Cachar participated in the workshop.  

Progress of rural devp in Jorhat on Internet
Guwahati : As part of the district administration's move to bring transperancy to different stages of the Government departments, the District Rural Development Agency (DRDA) Jorhat has placed the list of various schemes executed under JGSY and EAS 2001-2002 on Internet.

Parukutty Barua memorial lecture held
Guwahati : The second Prof Parukutty Barua Memorial Lecture was held in the Department of Botany , Cotton College, Guwahati , on September 5.

The memorial lecture was instituted inthe memory of Prof Parukutty Baruah who was an outstanding teacher, academician and an administrator in Cotton College, Guwahati . She was the head of the Department of Botany and was pioneer in carrying out modern research activities inthe department since 1964 and her name was recognised among the botanists of India and abroad.  

Hindi Fortnight celebration
Guwahati : Hindi Fortnight will be celebrated with a 15-day -long programme from September 14 to 27 next in the promises of Postgraduate College, Guwahati. To make the celebration a grand success an eleven member committee has been set up with the principal of the college as the president and Prof Golok Deka as the secretary.  

12 hospitalised after hunger strike
Guwahati : The New Appointee Employees' Association , NC Hills, Assam has been staging an indefinite hunger strike from September 2 and till on 6th September , al least 12 persons had to be hospitalised.

The secretary of the Association said that there was alternate method to hunger strike in attracting the government , notice in situations like these when the employee have not been paid salaries for months. Earlier, the association had agreed to with draw all its agitational activities, but there was no response from the government side. 

News on 9th September '2002
HRD Ministry horrified over state of education in Assam 

Guwahati : The Union Ministry of Human Resource Development (HRD) has painted a dismal picture of the education scenario in Assam . While there has been a lot of "political intervention" in the matter of appointment of teachers at the primary school level, the untrained teachers whose number is burgeoning, are responsible for the deteriorating quality of class room study at the primary , middle and high and higher secondary schools.

AAPSU vows to shoot down APCOCA
Guwahati : Accusing the Mukut Mithi led government of double standards, the All Arunachal Pradesh Students' Union (AAPSU) on 8th September threatened to launch a massive agitational programmes in protest against the move promulgate the Arunachal Pradesh Control of Organized Crime Act (APCOCA) 2002. The AAPSU has given a call for 24 - hours Arunachal Pradesh bandh on September 18 in protest against the "draconian" APCOCA, 2002.

NESO demands 100% jobs for locals
Guwahati : The clamour for reservation of jobs for the local youths in the Central Government, semi-Central and other organizations situated in the north-eastern region on 8th September reached its peak as the North East Students' Organization (NESO) has threatened to launch on intense but "peaceful" movement if its demand is not met at the earliest.

ULFA's Maulabi Bazar meet worries Govt
Guwahati : A recent meeting held in Maulabi Bazar in Dhaka among the top brass of the banned ULFA, the ISI and some Bangladeshi fundamentalist leaders has created curiosity in the ranks of intelligence and security agencies. The meeting had adopted several resolutions, massive recruitment drive in rural area in Assam.  

City scribes to boycott official programmes
Guwahati : City-based journalists on 8th September decided to boycott all official foundations till in Assam Government meted our exemplary punishment to the accused fourth grade employees who had roughed up three reported from the three Assamese dailies at the Janata Bhavan on 7th September.

Gogoi is in good health, clears office file
Guwahati : Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi was in good health and cleared several important official files at the AIIMS, New Delhi on 8th September. Gogoi, admitted for treatment , cleared more than 70 important files , his press secretary Bichitra Choudhary told from New Delhi. Nagaland Chief Minister S C Jamir and Dadasheb Phalke Award winner Bhupen Hazarika called on the Chief Minister and inquired about his health. The doctors treating the Chief Minister would be able to tell on 9th September the date of his release, Choudhary added.  

Cancer Institute Director from NE : Parti
Guwahati : A person form the State and the North-East would be appointed as the Director of the B Barooah Cancer Institute, Guwahati . This assurance was given by the Commissioner of the State Medical Department and the Director, in charge of the Institute, Mr Alok Patri to a joint delegation of the All Guwahati Students' Union (AGSU) and the Guwahati Unnati Xabha. Mr Patri also assured the delegation that the Government will provide essential facilities like blood-testing besides repairing the out-of-order equipments of the Institute within a month. 

News on 8th September '2002
Devolution of power and function to PRIs notified
Guwahati : Assam Government by a Gazette notification has developed the function of 29 subjects to the Panchayat Raj Institutions (PRIs) viz. Zilla Parishad (ZP), Anchalik Panchayat (AP) and Gaon Panchayat (GP) of the State . In order to avoid over lapping of functions of PRIs , demarcation of the duties and responsibilities as well as activities under each subject have been specified among these institutions . Moreover, it is clearly mentioned in the notification about the sources of funds and functionaries to assist the PRIs against each activity. 

Special casual leave for delegates
Guwahati : The Government of Assam , by an order has sanctioned special casual leave on September 6 and 7 for employees of Planning and Development Department and members of Assam Planning Service Association who have been selected as delegates to attend the ninth annual general meeting of the Association to be held at Guwahati on September 7 on submission of individual application.

Onam musical extravaganza
Guwahati : The Kerala Association Guwahati will celebrate Onam, the national festival of Kerala and present a musical extravaganza by Swathithirunal Orchestts from Kerala at District Library Hall on 6th September at 5.30 p.m.

News on 7th September '2002
Declaration of assets - Ghatowar's call to Cong ministers, MLAs
Guwahati : Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) President , Paban Singh Ghatowar, MP, on 6th September wished that the party Ministers and MLAs in the State should declared their assets as per recommendation of Manmohan Committee set up by the Congress High Command.

Answering queries from media president at Rajib Bhawan here on 6th September afternoon, the APCC President said that the Congress government in the State should not hesitate to inquire into specific allegation of corruption , if any, against any of its Ministers while the party legislators including Ministers should volunteer to declare their assets in the interest of the image of the party. 

Cancer institute - Bid to appoint director from outside decried
Guwahati : Resentment prevails among the employees of the famous B Borooah Cancer Institute following the State government's move to fill up the post of the director of the institute from outside the State, depriving the genuine local candidates. Despite the High Court order , the State government is learnt to have taken steps to appoint a new director from outside the State on September 8. Sources close to the institute on 6th September said that the authorities have called for an interview on September 8 to complete the formalities in this regard.

AJYCP ultimatum on State recruitment
Guwahati : The Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuba-Chatra Parishad (AJYCP) on 6th September issued an ultimatum to all Central, semi-Central and other Government and non-Government organisations operating in the State not to appoint any one who is not educated and registered with the Employment Exchanges of the State . Or else, the AJYCP will not be responsible for the situation that may arise as result of the protest action of the Parishad, it warned." 

US pictures of the century at Kalakshetra from 7th September
Guwahati : Footprints on the Moon.....The Wright Brothers' first flight.....Deep scars of the Great depression.... President Johnson taking the oath.

These and many more historic moments frozen in time capturing vividly the sweeping changes of the last hundred years in the United States will be relived at the Srimanta Sankardev Kalashetra on 7th September as an unique exhibition 'Picturing the Century : 100 Years of American Photographs' get under way. 

56 NDA aspirants allowed to appear in test
Guwahati : The Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) has finally agreed to allow 56 cadets from Goalpara Sainik School to appear in September 15 NDA entrance test withdrawing its earlier decision to reject their candidature on the ground of delay in delivery of application, thanks to postal department's folly.

Principal of Sainik School, Lt Col R S Nehra while expressing his gratitude to the UPSC for being considerate, informed that admit cards of all the 56 students from the school were on the tranship.

GMC to introduce golden hand-shake
Guwahati : The Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) has taken a policy decision to introduce Voluntary Retirement Scheme (VRS) with a view to offering golden hand-shake to about 400 of its white collar employees.

News on 6th September '2002
Human rights must be taught in schools : Phukan - AHRC did not spend UNICEF funds for rights campaign in' 98
Guwahati : A huge amount of UNICEF funds meant for launching an awareness campaign to sensitize the people and the government official on human rights remained unutilized in Assam due to lack of initiative by the Assam Human Rights Commission (AHRC) at the time when justice S.N. Bhargave headed the rights panel. The UNICEF was supported to launch the human rights awareness campaign in collaboration with the AHRC in the State during the year 1998. 

Influx from B'desh must stop, ID cards a good idea : Sinha
Guwahati : Assam Governor Lt. Gen (retd) S.K. Sinha on 5th September said he would continue to pursue the question of stopping the unabated influx of Bangladesh to Assam with the State as well as the Central government and advise the State Government on the issue if and when the need arises.

The Governor informed on 5th September that he will inaugurate a conference on the influx problem convened by the Border Security Force (BSF) in Shillong on October , where besides the Director General of BSF, senior officials concerned of all the north-eastern States and West Bengal will participate. 

Gogoi firmly saddled, Kalita denies reports
Guwahati : The Congress high-command has not yet showed any sign of succumbing to the pressure of changing the leadership of the ruling government in Assam in the absence of Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi . The anti-Gogoi lobby has been continuing its pressure on the high command to relieve Tarun Gogoi from the post of Chief Minister on health grounds.

Gogoi is currently undergoing treatment at the All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), New Delhi. 

'State govts failing to clear encroachers must pay for environmental losses'- Stop regularization of encroached land : CEC
Guwahati : The Central Empowered Committee (CEC) constituted by the Supreme Court to study the problem of encroachment in the reserved forest areas across the country has observed that the encroachment acts like cancer in the forests spreading without pausing and eating into the vitals of the life support systems of nature, destroying all, upon which the life , including the human life, itself depends.

Bora for teacher recruitment on merit
Guwahati : Assam Education Minister Pankaj Bora stressed the need for recruitment teachers purely on merit and emphasized on the need of modernization of education. During the presidential address at a function on the occasion of Teachers' Day at Dhubri District Library on 5th September , the State Education Minister said that for the uplift of the society, the human resources needed to be developed to the fullest extent. Thirty-five primary teachers, ten middle school teachers and 20 highschool teachers were awarded in the function attended among others by local MLA Wazed Ali and Dhubri DC P.K. Baruah . The 41st Teachers' Day was also celebrated in a befitting manner in Kamrup district and other places in the State. 

Power regulatory body starts functioning
Guwahati : The Assam Electricity Regulatory Commission (AERC) constituted under provisions of Electricity Regulatory Commission Act, 1998 has started functioning. The Commission has been mandated to performed activities related to determination of tariff for electricity , wholesale, bulk, grid or retail and also for use of transmission facilities, rationalization of tariff in Assam.

News on 5th September '2002
Empowered Committee submits report to SC on 8 states, eviction hearing on Sept 9 - Assam tops forest encroachment : Central panel 

Guwahati : The Central Empowered Committee (CEC) constituted by the Supreme Court to look into the causes of encroachment in the reserved forest areas in different states has observed that the encroachers have an "unholy nexus" with the mafia, politicians and an influential section of the people in the society. According to the CEC report , Assam tops the list of eight states where massive encroachments have taken places in the reserved forest areas. 

Changes against IAS, ISP officers - Assam CVC wants CBI probe , vows to fight corruption
Guwahati : State Chief Vigilance Commissioner (CVC) N. Changkakoti has adopted a multi-pronged strategy to fight the growing menace of corruption in the government machinery. He has sent his suggestions for implementation to the Assam Chief Secretary , P.K. Datta, on how to minimize corruption in the State administration. 

ASCARD Bank defaulters wary of Govt, CBI, offer to pay dues
Guwahati : Fearing the wrath of the Assam Government as well as the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), several big organizations and prominent individuals who are yet to repay the outstanding loan amount to the ASCARD Bank, have approached the State Cooperative Minister Misbaul Islam Laskar and other top officials of the Cooperative department expressing their desire to return their dues at an early date.

AGP begins mass contact tour, tries to bury IM(DT) dispute
Guwahati : After the intra-party conflict over the case on the IM(DT) Act currently pending in the Supreme Court, the AGP leadership has geared up to strengthen the party bases across the State. The party leaders are trying to exploit the present situation where the ruling Congress is literally divided into two camps, that of Gogoi and Ghatowar. 

Meat of sale in State has high Coliform Bacteria, says study
Guwahati : Eating meat does not seem to be a safe proportion in Assam Coliform Bactreia Count of meat (pork and Chevon) sold in Guwahati is around ten times higher than the accepted level, which may cause severe health problems to the consumers. 

Attend office regularly, Gogoi tells ministers
Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi , who is currently undergoing treatment at the All India Institute of Medical Science (AIIMS), New Delhi, on 4th September instructed all his ministerial colleagues to remain at Dispur and look after the smooth execution of the official work. Gogoi's instruction has come following news reports that normal functioning of the State administration have been crippled due to his absence. Several ministers were absent at the Janata Bhavan during the last few days. There are reports that some of the ministers are "freaking out" taking advantage of the Chief Minister's absence during the last 15 days. Six Ministers -Dr Bhumidhar Barman, Dr Nazrul Islam, Anjan Dutta, Himanta Biswa Sarma , Islam Hussain and Robin Bordoloi -have gone to take stock of Gogoi's health. 

GU elections held, results on 5th September
Guwahati : The election of the Guwahati University (GU) was held on 4th September amidst a tense situation due to clashes among the students on 3rd September night . Of the total 2,769 students , 1,652 cast their votes. The results will be announced on 5th September . Meanwhile, the police arrested two students in connection with 3rd September night's clashes. The City SP, on the other hand, suspended ASI Naba Kumar Choudhury of Jalukbari police station for negligence of duty during the GU clashes. 

Rs 3,173 cr released for NE under PM's Agenda 

Guwahati : In a major initiative aimed at speedy and all-round development of North-east, the Union Government has released a sum of Rs 3,173.01 crores till August this year under the Prime Ministers' Agenda for socio-economic development of north-eastern region.

The initiative envisages a total investment of Rs 9,094 crores. It comprises 27 projects ranging from rural infrastructure development projects, irrigation and educational infrastructure development to strengthening of internal security, beside horticulture and IT development etc.

Workshops for SHGs planned
Guwahati : The Directorate of Panchayat and Rural Development, Assam has decided to organize district level workshop-cum-training programme on Self-Help Groups (SHGs) in each district with the help of the district administration. To strengthen the rural socio-economic conditions of Assam , the Government has instructed all BDOs of the State to from 100 self-help groups under Swaranjanti Gram Swarjgar Yojanain their respective development blocks.

Pranik healing treatment
Guwahati : Free Pranik healing treatment of diseases like depression , stress, grief, high blood pressure, alcoholism, drug addiction, etc., will be given at the Veda Viyalaya Bhavan , Rupnagar, Guwahati on every Sunday at 11 a.m. The treatment will be conducted by Dr Narayana Murthi, a member of Pranik Healing Association of India . 

Samata charge on relief
Guwahati : The spokesmen of Assam Pradesh Samata Party, Mr Jayanta Barman stated that the distribution of flood relief in Assam has not been adequate . The party president , ex-Minister , Mr Rasidul Haque visited several badly affected areas of Nagaon and Morigaon district , and found only the supporters of the ruling party were benefited by the relief . NO Government officials visited the affected areas. Meanwhile ,according to the media reports , so far 27 people have lost their lives and the number of affected people in the State has gone up to nearly 5.3 million in 19 districts and over 5,600 villages affecting 7,63,395 hectares of area and 3.22 lakh hectares of crop area and nearly 90,000 people have been housed in relief camps.  

News on 4th September '2002
3,000 cases pending for hearing in Kamrup lower courts alone - Posts of judges, magistrates lie vacant, cases piling 

Guwahati : Justice in Assam is being delayed at the very grass roots . Lower Courts here are running without judges or Judicial magistrates, leading to cases piling up of for several months or years for disposal.

The Assam Government as well as the Gauhati High Court is not doing enough to fill up the vacancies at the subordinate judiciary immediately. 

Barman : ABSU decision to resume state stir unfortunate , immature
Guwahati : State Health Minister and Chairman of the Cabinet Sub Committee on BTC Dr Bhumidhar Barman on 3rd September termed the decision of the All Bodo Students' Union (ABSU) top restart the movement for a separate Bodoland as unjustified and unfortunate. He said that 90 per cent of works on creation of the BTC was completed and the decision to start a fresh Bodoland movement by the Bodo groups was an 'immature' move. 

There will be no shortage of fish in State: Munda
Guwahati : The Minister of State for Fisheries, Mr Etuwa Munda, while reacting to the decision of the Andhra Pradesh State Fish Traders and Packers' Association to stop exports of fish to Assam following the imposition of an eight per cent entry tax, on 3rd September said that there would be no shortage of fish in the State even if the Association goes ahead with the embargo.

RBI lifts Assam transaction ban
Guwahati : The Reserve Bank of India on 3rd September lifted the ban on transactions of the Assam Government. With the lifting of the ban the Finance Department has instructed all the treasuries to accept the salary and pension bills for the month of August. The treasuries have been asked to accept the pending salary and pension bills for the month of May and June considering the budget allocations. 

Hojai incident - BJP instigating people, Governor praising me : Dey 

Guwahati : The Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) on 3rd September charged the State BJP leaders of trying to the communalize the situation at Hojai following an incident of elopement of a student Tapasi Saha.

Addressing a press conference at Rajiv Bhavan here, State Agriculture Minister and MLA from Hojai constituency Dr Ardhendu Dey said that at the instigation of the BJP leaders an angry mob resorted to rail blockade and pelting of stones at the police party after the elopement of Tapasi Saha with one Pratyush Pal on August 26. Some of the local residents of Hojai turned violent when reports came in what Pratyush tied the knot with Tapasi forcibly, he said. 

'Cong may be delaying polls fearing defeat due to lack of civic amenities' - GMC polls : voters' list ready, no dates
Guwahati : The woes of the Guwahati city residents have been on the rise following the delay in elections to the Guwahati Municipal Corporation and the absence of elected representatives.

However, the voters' list of all the 60 wards of the GMC have already been finalized . The State Election Commission on its part has also completed the other poll formalities but is awaiting the State Government's go ahead for the elections. The State Government is not evincing any interest in holding the GMC polls because of the poor condition of roads, lack of adequate potable water supply and insufficient civic amenities in the city . These could go against the ruling Congress, and therefore the delay.  

Speculations on Dy CM rise in Assam
Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, who had been readmitted to the All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) , New Delhi, on 1st September night following severe gastric pain, was shifted from the observation unit to a special paying cabin on 3rd September. Gastro specialist Dr S.K. Acharuya is treating Gogoi at the AIIMS. Meanwhile, speculations are ripe in the Congress camp here over the possible appointment of a deputy Chief Minister following Gogoi's aliments. APCC Chief spokesman Silivius Condopan said that the situation has not reached such a press necessitating the appointment of a deputy Chief Minister. He said that Gogoi would recover very soon.   

News on 3rd September '2002
Delimitation panel hopes to meet deadline of Dec, 2003 

Guwahati : The first meeting of the full Delimitation commission (DC) was held recently at Nirvachan Sadan in New Delhi . The meeting was presided over by Mr Justice Kuldip Singh, chairman of the Delimitation Commission. Mr BB Tandon , Election Commissioner of India and the States and the Union Territories of Delhi and Pondicherry attended the meeting as ex-offico members of the Delimitation Commission. 

'Cong playing ducks and drakes with Kamrup history'
Guwahati : In a sharp reaction to the controversy on the nomenclature of the proposed new district on bifurcation of Guwahati city from Kamrup district, AGP MP Dr Arup Kumar Sarma, criticized the Congress government for compromising the history of Assam in an attempt to cover up their unplanned whimsical decision.

Ghatowar allocates charges to gen secys
Guwahati : Ending the month-long speculations and expectations among the Congress leaders and workers, Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) president Paban Singh Ghatowar on 2nd September allocated the charges among the general secretaries and other office-bearers of the State PCC.

Besides getting the charge of Sonitpur district , Hajo MLA and one of the general secretaries of the State PCC, Dr Haren Das got the all important charge of general administration.  

Motor accident tribunal offices lie in limbo
Guwahati : The offices of the Motor Accidents Claims Tribunal (MACT) and the State Transport Appellate Tribunal (STAT) which are housed in the same owned by a lady advocate of the city , are unable to function because not only the arrear house rent of Rs 2,50,250 at the rate of Rs 6,250 per month has not paid , even the basic requirements to run the offices are lacking -thanks to the fund crunch and the apathy of the State Government towards the need of the offices.

Gogoi admitted at the AIIMS again
Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi has once again been admitted to the All India Institute of Medical Science (AIIMS), New Delhi on 1st August night . He is currently under intensive observations of physicians. 

Drinking water crisis in NE - Implement water policy now : Sethi 

Guwahati : Union Water Resource Minister Arjun Charan Sethi on 2nd September warned that the north-eastern states, along with the rest of the country , would face severe drinking water crisis if a mechanism was not evolved to involve the people at all levels from decision-making to monitoring and implementing the National Water Policy ,2002.

ATC tender fails to woo buyers
Guwahati : Problems seem to have no end for the cash-starved Assam Government . Despite inviting tenders to sell off 14 gardens of the Assam Tea Corporation (ATC) to the private parties , no big company has come forward to purchase any of them.

Running the 14 sick gardens and paying salaries to a huge work force involved with the gardens are taking their toll on the Assam Government's exchequer. 

ABSU demand : AASU blames it on Govt
Guwahati : The renewal of the separate State demand by the All Bodo Students' Union (ABSU) has evoked a mixed reaction here. While the All Assam Students' Union (AASU) blamed it on the Centre and the State Government for their inordinate delay in the creation of the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) , the Sanmilita Janagosthiya Sangram Samiti (SJSS) said that at last the Bodo students' body had shown its true colour.  

Assam BJP moves Sinha demands Ardhendu's ouster
Guwahati : The State unit of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on 2nd September urged the Governor , Lt Gen. (Retd) S.K. Sinha for the immediate ouster of State Agriculture Minister , Dr Ardhendu Dey for his recent comments on the abduction of Mr Tapashi Saha in Hojai.

The 17 member delegation, led by the State BJP president, Mr Rajen Gohain which also had Union Minister of State for Water Resources , Mr Bijoya Chakraborty , MP Indramoni Bora , former Union Minister Kabindra Purkhayastha, met the Governor at Raj Bhavan and submitted a memorandum. 

News on 2nd September '2002
Gogoi opposed demand for state, opp slams Congress 

Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on 1st September vehemently opposed the separate statehood demand revived by the All Bodo Students' Union (ABSU). He said that under no circumstances Assam would be allowed to be further divided. The Cabinet has already given its nod to the creation of the BTC, he said.

Sinha sworn is as Governor, to go with Assam Govt on IMDT
Guwahati : Governor of Assam Lt. Gen. (Retd) S K Sinha on 1st September played a balancing act and sought to dismiss speculations of a cold war between the Raj Bhavan and the Janata Bhavan on the issues of repeal of the controversial IM(DT) Act and unabated infiltration of Bangladeshi nationals to Assam. He, however, said that entry of illegal foreigners from across the border is still continuing unabated.

"Though my personal views on both issues are different , I will maintain my stand in conformity with the State Government on the issues, being the constitutional head of the State," Sinha told that after being administered the oath of the office and secretary as the Governor of the State for the second tern by the Chief Justice of the Gauhati High Court justice Prakash Prabhakar Naolekar at the Durbar Hall of the Raj Bhavan here . 

Efforts to bring ULFA over for talks gain speed , says Gohain 

Guwahati : The BJP is all set to strengthen its base in the north-eastern states. The top brass of the party, including the new president. M. Venkaiah Naidu, general secretaries Rajnath Singh, Abas Naqvi, Arun Jaitley and Promod Mahajan are arriving in the city on September 21 to attend the two-day-long BJP conclave to chalk out strategies on how to "make the lotus bloom in the North-east".

Indo-Bangla team inspects Barak
Guwahati : As a part of the study for ensuring a fair and equitable distribution of the water of the Barak through the Surma and the Kushiara , a joint team of India and Bangladesh on 1st September made a joint inspection of the point of bifurcation of the Barak river into the Surma and the Kushiyara rivers. The Bangladesh team was led by Mr T K Haidar, High Commissioner of Bangladesh to India team by Capt P K Das , secretary, Flood Control, Assam. 

Societies for hospitals in Assam
Guwahati : The Assam Government has decided to constitute societies for supervision of all hospitals with a view to providing better services to the people, Health Minister Dr Bhumidhar Barman has said. Dr Barman has stated the societies would comprise public representatives, officials and leading citizens from October 2. Addressing a meeting at Karimgani recently , the minister urged the health officials to implement various health and family welfare schemes more vigorously and utilize the Central funds provided for different schemes property so that the State could get more funds from the Centre. 

News on 1st September '2002
UNIDO grants $1.4m for cane and bamboo devp
Guwahati : The United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) has sanctioned 1.4 million US dollars for the development of cane and bamboo in the north-eastern region.

UNIDO representative and regional director , South Asia, Dr George B Asaaf told that the money has been sanctioned for technological upgradation and developing other infrastructure. 

Dhirubhai Ambani scholarship for NE States
Guwahati : The Dhirubhai Ambani Foundation (DAF), founded in 1995 , has instituted "Dhirubhai Ambani SSC Merit Reward" and Dhirubhai Ambani Under Graduate Scholarship" schemes for physically handicapped students . These schemes have been successfully implemented in the States of Maharashtra, Gujrat , Goa and Union Territory of Dadra Nagar Haveli, Diu and Daman, and now these have been extended to the seven north-eastern states for the first time.

Osmani praises , Gogoi sky high
Guwahati : The Chief Minister of Assam occupies a commendable position in the minds of the minority people of the State for appointing Dr Bhumidhar Barman, Minister for Health and Family Welfare, Assam as the Chairman of cabinet committee constituted for conferment of OBC status to the minorities of the State, issued by Mr A.F. Gholam Osmani, chairman of the Minority Department, Assam Pradesh Congress (I) Committee.

AASU, TSF's joint agitational programme
Guwahati : The All Assam Students' Union (AASU) and Tribal Students Federation (TSF) declared its joint agitational programme to be undertaken from September 30. The decision came after a joint meeting of the two student's organizations held at Bishnu Nirmala Bhawan in the city on 28th August .On September 30, a sit-in-demonstration will be staged at Dispur for fulfillment of their demands like reduction in fees, increase in scholarships, education curriculum and compulsory computer education in the schools, recognition of flood and erosion problems of the State as national problems and halt to evacuation of indigenous people of the State in the name of eviction drive. 
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