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	News on 31st August '2002 

Gogoi : BTC issue is in Centre's court; Bodo groups restive 

Guwahati : Creation of the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) under the Sixth Schedule of the constitution is hanging in balance as the Centre is yet to come up with a formal announcement on the new Council with only 24 hours remaining for the deadline set by the Coordination Committee for Bodoland Movement (CCBM) to end.

The CCBM has set August 31 as the deadline for the Centre and the State Government to come up with a formal announcement to create the BTC with the draft for amendment of the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution. While both the governments are maintaining silence and are ignoring the deadline, the, CCBM has warned of another movement for a separate Bodoland in Assam.

Sour lottery deal : Assam awaits verdict, Rs 670 crore at stake
Guwahati : The cash-starved Assam Government is reeling under an increasing financial burden. While the outstanding loan amount to be paid to the banks by the government on behalf of defaulting SULFA members has gone upto Rs 150 crore , signs are imminent that the Tarun Gogoi-led government will have to cough up Rs 670 crore as compensation to N.V. International, a lottery organizing company which was forced to close shop in Assam despite signing a three-years agreement with the then Hiteswar Saikia government.   

Attitude, Assam Police's new mantra ; 600 SIs to be trained
Guwahati : Attitude . That is the mantra of the Assam Police on 30th August. The Force has been undertaking initiatives to bring about an attitudinal change with a positive outlook amongst the police personnel through appropriate training inputs under project Aashwas.

Commandant of the 4th APBn, Kahilipara and Nodal Officer of project Aashwas, Bhaskar Jyoti Mahanta told on 30th August that right and positive attitude should start from the bottom level officials. "Obviously the SIs of every police stations who are intimately connected with the public must be made acceptable to the people through community oriented policing ," he said. 

Oil carriers, workers flay move to phase out old tankers, call strike
Guwahati : Assam is heading towards a severe oil crisis. Oil tankers will stop plying on September 2 and 3 creating oil-dry condition in hundreds of petrol and diesel of a 48-hour token strike was announced at a joint press conference convened by the Guwahati Petroleum Carriers Association (GPCA) and the Assam Petroleum Mazdoor Union (APMU) at the Guwahati Press Club on 30th August. 

Mashelkar inaugurates Techinche 2002, 20 rural 'scientists' exhibits products - Assam's rural innovators shine at IIT show
Guwahati : Low-profile innovators tucked away in Assam's rural pockets who are otherwise obscure, unsupported and unsung rubbed shoulders with top brains IIT at the Techniche 2002 that began from 30th August at the Institute's North Guwahati campus. The annual fest of IIT, Guwahati was inagurated by Dr R.A. Mashelkar, Director, Centre for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), New Delhi. 

Assam not ruthless to elephants, says expert
Guwahati : Elephant experts in Assam were peeved at certain remarks made by a wildlife conservationist that people in the State seem to see the pachyderms through the eyes of Osama bin Laden, suggesting that they are unkind to the jumbos.  

3 militants killed
Guwahati : The troops of the Red Horns Division of the Army killed two unidentified ULFA militants in Suktaguri village under Sipajhar police station in Darrang district on 29th August . One 12 bore UK made rifle , one 9 mm pistol , two live rounds of 9 mm, an improvised explosive device weighing ten kg, letter pads of the organization and five receipts given to the people after collecting extortion money were recovered from there. 

News on 30th August '2002 

Don't pay rebels : police to oil cos - ONGC ready with own security force in Assam oil fields 

Guwahati : The Oil & Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) has cleared all formalities to raise a special Battalion to ensure security to its staff and officials especially those who are engaged in exploration and drilling works in the field. A total of Rs 250 Assam Police personnel will soon join the Special Battalion being raised by the oil major.

The Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) is providing security to the ONGC employees who are not in the field. The Special Battalion which has been raised will look into the security aspect of the ONGC (Assam Basin Division) staff.

Gogoi to lobby in Delhi for jobs to Assam youths
Guwahati : The Tarun Gogoi-led government has joined the bandwagon of activists demanding appointment of local youths in various Central Government organizations and other semi government organizations located in Assam. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi Tarun Gogoi who is currently in New Delhi for treatment will meet the Central ministers and other Central Government officials to request them to give preference to the local youths of the State for jobs in such organizations. 

Debt securitization among ASEB steps to streamline power supply
Guwahati : Stung by scathing criticism of its functioning, of late, the Assam State Electricity Board has drawn up schemes to streamline electricity supply in the State and to manage its resources to tide over the crisis.

The schemes include debt securitization, a concept where the outstanding dues of the Board will be converted into marketable securities to raise the much needed cash to pay power suppliers, a system improvement plan with the help of the various schemes of the Central Government, energy auditing, a complete meeting process of the unmetered consumers and replacement of the damaged and defective meters, which the ASEB feels will help in revenue augmentation to the Board. 

Man-elephant conflict in Assam matter of concern, says expert
Guwahati : Confrontation between man and elephant in the State has reached such a point that the animal once regarding as an avatar is now being killed with no compunction whatsoever.

So much so that last year, 17 elephants were killed in Nameri National Park using poisonous substance and one of the elephants was smeared with the word Laden (Osama bin Laden) by the killers without any remorse. 

National Open School to begin On Demand Exam in NE - Taking exam, anytime, anywhere
Guwahati : Sitting at the remotest village in the North-east and appearing for an online examination at any date and month of the year. Sounds quite unusual. But it is happening with the National Open School (NOS) , one of the largest open schools in the world run by the Ministry of Human Resource Development , planning to implement a programme called On Demand Examination (ODE) across the country, along with the north-eastern states. 

Prof. AK Singh new RRL Director

Guwahati : Prof Anil Kumar Singh, formerly head of the department , Chemistry , Indian Institute of Technology (Bombay), has taken over charge as director, Regional Research Laboratory, Jorhat, from August 17. 

Gogoi released from AIIMS
Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi was released from the All Indian Institute of Medical Science (AIIMS), New Delhi on 29th August . He had been admitted to the AIIMS for the treatment of backache. Gogoi is in government quarters at Tinmurti lane in Delhi. He is expected to return to the State in the first week of September.  

Plan to widen Saraighat bridge
Guwahati : The National Highway Authority of India (NHAI) is considering the viability to widen Saraighat bridge across the Brahmaputra . Tenders have already been called from technical firms to conduct a survey. The plan to widen Saraighat bridge is part of the Prime Minister Sadak Yojana under which a supper highway is being constructed from Saurastra to Silchar. 

Mahanta meets Kalam
Guwahati : Former Assam Chief Minister and Senior AGP leader Prafulla Kumar Mahanta, on 29th August met President A P J Abdul Kalam in New Delhi. Mr Mahanta apprised the President of various burning problems facing the State.  

Use Assamese in name plates : AGSU
Guwahati : The All Guwahati Students' Union , in a memorandum submitted to the Kamrup Deputy Commissioner, has demanded that the names of all government, private business establishments and multinational companies in the city should be written in Assamese. 

BJP: there's no administration in Sonitpur, people are suffering 

Guwahati : The gradual deterioration in public services in Sonitpur district has resulted in intense suffering of the people. Dilapidate road conditions, erratic power supply and above all rampant corruption had crippled public utility services. The Sonitpur (West) district committee of Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has strongly criticized the district administration and State Government's indifferent attitude , in lessening these problems and added that unplanned expenditure , lack of proper vision and incompetent bureaucracy and corruption had crippled the economy and administration resulting in the suffering of the people.

Ghatowar winds up tour of flood-hit areas
Guwahati : Mr Paban Singh Ghatowar , MP and president of APCC visited the flood-affected areas of Dhemaji and Lakhimpur district with a three -day programme recently. On the way to Dhemaji ,Mr Ghatowar distributed relief materials among the flood-affected people of Samarjan of Dhemaji and met the party workers at the circuit house, Dhemaji. 

LIAFI's general council meet
Guwahati : The Guwahati divisional council of Life Insurance Agents' Federation of India (LIAFI) is going to hold its 9th general meeting at Bhswanath Chariali on September 7 and 8. The Guwahati divisional council consists of 20 branch associations situated at the Karbi Anglong , Nagaon, Morigaon, Kamrup, Nalbari, Darrang, Sonitpur of Assam and Khasi and Jaintia hills of Meghalaya State. About 500 delegates from these branch associations are expected in the meeting.

Women Commission visits jail
Guwahati : Ms Basanti Sarma, ex MP, chairperson of the Assam State Commission for Women along with six members of the Commission visited the district jail, Nagaon and special jail, Nagaon recently. They also visited the State Home of Women and Children's Home at Nagaon the same day and had a discussed with the members of the District Women Cell, Nagaon at circuit house. Mr Sankar Kakati Bora , IG (Prison) and Mr P C Deka ADC, Nagaon were also present during the jail visit.  

Prohibitory order
Guwahati : Assembly of five or more persons, carrying of aims, ammunition, explosive weapons of any nature in any public place or vehicle and all vehicular traffic including two or three wheelers, procession , shouting of slogans and gambling in public places have been prohibited by Kamrup district administration by an order issued recently under section 144 Cr PC in the entire Kamrup district with immediate effect and until further orders 

City YC leader denies sacking
Guwahati : Jepul Baruah, who was removed from his portfolio as secretary, Guwahati District Youth Congress (GDYC), denied the news of his removal stating that the press release was issued by Mr Bhaskar Gohain, secretary, (GDYC) and Mr Rajiv Sharma, president, APYC, without following the by-law of the party. In this connection, a press meet was called by Mr Baruah on August 27. Mr Baruah stated in the meet that there will be no way left in front of him except approaching the Court if the allegation against him is not declared by the president soon. He also said that he was removed due to a conflict regarding coal business.  

Army conducts medical camp
Guwahati : Troops of Red Horns division conducted medical camp at village Fakidia near Rowta in Darrang district. Army doctor from local unit treated 210 patients. Civil SDO provided necessary administrative assistance during the medical camp. Free medicines worth Rs 11,000 were distributed to the poor and needy patients. Maximum patients were treated for malaria and prophylactic medicines for malaria were also provided. 

News on 29th August '2002 

5 ULFA men killed, arms, ammo seized in Barpeta 

Guwahati : The United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) received a big blow on 28th August when five of its cadres were shot dead in an encounter with a joint team of the Army and police at village Kachuripathar under Sarthebari police station in Barpeta district. The security forces also recovered a huge quantity of arms and ammunition from the slain militants.  

Hired hit men from Manipur used in Moran Polo Club killing : CID
Guwahati : The Criminal Investigation Department (CID) of the Assam Police, which has been investigating into the brutal massacre of 13 SULFA youths at the Moran Polo Club, has gathered substantial evidence to suggest that top surrendered ULFA leader of Upper Assam, Jayanta Hazarika had hired professional shooters from Manipur to eliminate his one time comrades, the police said. The professional shooters with sophisticated arms and ammunition had arrived Sivasagar a few days before the Polo Club massacre on June 16 last year.

Ghatowar snubs Karbi leader, main target seen as Gogoi
Guwahati : APCC Chief Paban Singh Ghatowar appears to have set on a mission to leave Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi without any support base in the party. Or at least this is the impression one gets from the recent episode involving the appointment of the president of the Baithalangsho block of the party in Karbi Anglong district.

The president of Karbi Anglong District Congress Committee , Mr Biren Singh Ingti, who is also the vice president of the APCC , had appointed Mr Mon Singh Teron as the president of the Baithalangho block Congress in place of Mr Dhansing Kro, who was elected an executive member of the Karbi Anglong District Autonomous Council in the last elections. Mr Ingti, a veteran Congressman of repute and a former MP, had issued the order responsibility of the block Congress president and appointing Mr Teron in his place, on August 2. 

UK experts put microchips on Assam jumbos to track trail
Guwahati : Draught elephants is Assam are going high-tech . A five-member team of experts from the Blackpool Zoo, UK, led by the director Ian Valentine arrived at the Assam State Zoo here on 28th August to implant microchips on the elephants. The purpose of implementing microchips is to prevent theft, illegal trade and capturing of domesticated elephants. 

Sinha receives nod for 2nd term as Governor
Guwahati : The Union Home Ministry is considering appointment of Lt Gen (retd) S.K. Sinha as Governor of Assam for a second term. The present term of Mr Sinha expires on September 30. Deputy Prime Minister L.K. Adwani on 28th August telephoned Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi , who is undergoing treatment at the AIIMS , New Delhi, and inquired about his health . During the telephonic conversation, Advani informed Gogoi about the Centre's proposal to appoint Sinha for a second term. 

ULFA warns BLT 

Guwahati : "Operation Commander" of the ULFA , Raju Baruah on 28th August warned the Bodo Liberation Tiger (BLT) to stop its anti-ULFA campaign. In a statement , Baruah said that if the BLT continues its "hatred" campaign against the ULFA the outfit would be compelled to take "military" actions. He denied of issuing any anti-BTC campaign to any newspaper. 

AYP burns affidavit on IM(DT)
Guwahati : In protest against the State government's decision to file an affidavit in the Supreme Court regarding the IM(DT) case, the Asom Yuba Parishad (AYP), took out a procession and burnt a copy of the affidavit publicily in the city on 28th August. Mr Jagadish Bhuyan, general secretary of AYP , criticized the Congress party always ignores the interest of the indigenous people of the State", Mr Bhuyan alleged. 

Fake currency racket busted in city 
Guwahati : The troops of the Red Horns Division of the Army busted a fake currency racket in Guwahati . According to a PIB release (Defence wing), the troops apprehended an arms dealer, Deep Singh Kanpoor, son of Surender Singh of Bada Pathar, Shillong , from a house at Ulubari here on August 26. During grilling, Kanpoor confessed his involvement in a fake currency racket. Five rounds of 9mm calibre and three fake notes of 100-rupee demonstration were recovered from him. 

News on 28th August '2002 

GMC check gate issue heats up, top lawyers argue case in HC
Guwahati : Hearing of a petition filed by one Zakir Hussain challenging the validity of the Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) check gates and parking places on 27th August reached an interesting phase with a senior advocate of the Supreme Court Gopal Subramaniam arguing on behalf of the petitioner before a single-judge bench of the Gauhati High Court justice I.A. Ansari. The High Court, however, fixed the next date of hearing of the case on September 25.

Water not well filtered , contains mud : Lab - City water supply system on the verge of collapse
Guwahati : The entire water supply system of the Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) is on the verge of collapse. It won't be surprising if 27th August about 50,000 families who have GMC water supply connections start getting "highly contaminated" water. This is because the plants for purification of the Brahmaputra water at Panbazar, Kamakhya and Satpukhuri have not been repaired for long.

CM's controversial aide Bhanu wants a shift
Guwahati : After facing a series of allegations of "overstepping" his official jurisdiction, Commissioner and Secretary to the Chief Minister M.G.V.K. Bhanu on 27th August sent a fax message to Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, who is currently undergoing treatment at the All India Institute of Medical Science (AIIMS), New Delhi, to relieve him from the post that he is currently holding.

SAKP holds demo, verbal duel with State Govt peaks
Guwahati : The tussle between the Congress Government in the State and the Sadou Asom Karmachari Parishad (SAKP) on 27th August reached a new high with both parties trading charges.

The SAKP observed Gana Chetana Divas protesting corruption in public life and misappropriation of public money. They observed the day by organizing protest demonstrations in district headquarters in the State. 

All-party meet demands House session on Accord
Guwahati : An al-party meeting organizing by the All Assam Students' Union (AASU) on 27th August demanded a special session of the Assam Assembly to review the implementation of the historic Assam Accord. The special session has been demanded to chalk out a time-bound strategy to implement each and every clause of the Accord. The meeting attended by the AGP, Bodo Legislature Party, Janata Dal (Secular) and the CPM expressed grave concern over the unabated influx of illegal Bangladeshi migrants to Assam which has posed to change the demography of the State. 

Jacob, Gohain, Sharma visit CM
Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi is doing his official work from his hospital room. Beside signing a few important files on 27th August , Mr Gogoi also spoke to several officials in the State over the phone . The Meghalaya Governor , Mr MM Jacob; the State BJP chief and Member of Parliament, Mr Rajen Gohain and the AGP MP, Dr Arun Sharma visited Mr Gogoi in the AIIMS.  

'Reserve 4th grade posts for locals'
Guwahati : Activists of All Kamrup District Students' Union met the director of the IIT (G), Mr D.N. Buragohain and the registrar of the institute , Mr M.C. Borgohain and demanded that fourth grade posts should be reserved for locals only. The IIT (G) Director then assured the delegation that recruitment for 120 fourth grade posts would be stopped immediately.

News on 27th August '2002 

AJYCP men, jobless youths ransack DD offices - Police fires in air to disperse mob, 56 held; loss Rs 15 lakh , says DD Director
Guwahati : A group of about 200 youths of the Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuba Chatra Parishad (AJYCP) and the Sadou Asom Nibanuwa Parishad (SANP) on 26th August stormed into the premises of the Doordarshan Kendra, Guwahati and ransacked a part of the office building in protest against 'depriving' unemployed youths from the north-eastern region in different posts under Prasar Bharati, particularly Doordarshan. 

SEBA chairman sends suggestions to education Minister - SEBA wants guilty examiners punished, seeks more powers
Guwahati : Can the new State Education Minister Pankaj Bora solve the problems plaguing the Board of Secondary Education , Assam (SEBA) ? Alarmed at the results of the HSLC examination , SEBA Chairman Prof. D.N. Barman has written a note with some suggestions to the Educational department on possible ways to improve the functioning of the SEBA.

ASEB, GMC on collision course over dues payment
Guwahati : The tax payers are once again at the receiving end. The Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) which has failed to deliver the minimum basic civic amenities to its tax payers is now literally colliding head on with the Assam State Electricity Board (ASEB).

B.Com. Part-II final results out
Guwahati : The results of the B.Com. Part-II (final) examination , 2002, of Gauhati University , have been announced on 26th August. Of the 1,709 candidates who had appeared in the examination , 1,331 came out successful, the pass percentage being 77.88. Among the candidates with major subjects, 81 secured class I, 718 secured class II and 73 were declared simple pass. 

News on 26th August '2002
Shatri appears to be front-runner - Centre may post BJP loyalsit as Assam Governor
Guwahati : The NDA Government is all set to appoint a senior political leader as the new Governor of Assam after the present incumbent Lt. Gen. (Retd) S.K. Sinha completes his team of office on September 30. Though the Centre has not finalized any candidate, the name of Uttar Predesh Governor Bishnu Kant Shastri is topping the list of probables as Assam's new Governor. 

Assam minister's kin kidnapped
Guwahati : An unidentified extremist group has kidnapped a relative of Assam's Veterinary Minister Govinda Chandra Langthacha in Karbi Anglong district.

Mr Ajit Langthacha , a Motor Vehicle Inspector and nephew of the minister, was abducted at gunpoint by a group of eight ultras on 23rd August .  

City murder case solved, lover throttled housewife
Guwahati : The City Police has achieved a breakthrough by solving one of the most sensational murders in Guwahati of a housewife Priti Bharali within 65 hours. Priti, the wife of GRPF constable Rajani Kanta Bharali was throttled to death using her dupatta by her "adamant lover" at room no 105 of Swagat Hotel, Lakhtokia, on the night of August 21. 

Bamboo bicycles, ultra violet umbrella to be on display at Techniche 2002 - IIT fest to showcase NE inventions
Guwahati : Thirty-five grass-root innovators from the remotest parts of the north-eastern states are set to complete with India's top brains at the Techniche 2002, the fourth national-level technical festival being organized by the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Guwahati from August 30 at the institute's campus in North Guwahati . 

I shall take full responsibility resoling ULFA problem : King
Guwahati : Bhutanese monarch Jigme Singhye Wangchuk has assured the country's new Prime Minister Kinzang Dorji that he would take 'full responsibility' in resolving the 'serious problem' that the Himalayan Kingdom is facing over the presence of rebels from Assam. 

No Maharaja , now IA flights to Bangkok
Guwahati : The Air India (AI) will soon stop flights on the Guwahati -Bangkok sector while the Civil Aviation Ministry is toying with the idea of replacing it with an Indian Airlines (IA) flight to Bangkok.

" The flights will be stopped purely on the grounds of commercial viability as it has so far made a loss of nearly Rs 6 crore," a top officer of Air India said, adding that Union Civil Aviation Minister Shahnawaz Hussain had been actively considering replacing it with the IA flights. 

Sheila, Bijoya visit Gogoi
Guwahati : Delhi Chief Minister Sheila Dixit and Union Minister of State for Water Resources Bijoya Chakraborty on 25th August took stock of Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi's health at the All India Institute of Medical Science (AIIMS), New Delhi .

News on 25th August '2002
Dispur steps to lessen Plan salary burden
Guwahati : The Assam Government has decided to "normalize" various posts of officers and employees under the Plan head from the current year itself to lessen the salary burden on this head. The process will be undertaken in a phased manner, starting with 28 "developmental departments" under the General Areas, Tribal Sub-plan,, Scheduled Caste Component Plan and Hill Plan. The Finance department has improvised a plan to provide Rs 700 crore in three years from non-Plan sources for the normalization of the Plan posts. 

Gogoi moves Centre on NSO office
Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi has written to Union Finance Minister Jaswant Singh and Minister for Disinvestment and North East Development Arun Shourie opposing the move of setting up only one Regional Centre of National Savings Organisation in Kolkata for the entire eastern region, including the seven north-eastern states.  

City Police zeroing in on Priti murder case, 4 held
Guwahati : The City Police, after interrogating Ashwini Kalita, a Bongaigaon Railway Police employee, arrested him on 24th August on charges of murdering a house wife Priti Bharali.

In a late development on 24th August , the sister of grilling . Ashwini were picked up for grilling . Ashwini's brother-in-law. Aniruddha Das is working in the 10th Battalion of the Assam Police. According to the police, Ashwini took her on the fateful day to his sister's place and after a heated debate probably murdered her. The police's claim is also strengthened by the recovery of Priti's sandals from the law of Aniruddha.  

GMC employee's house searched
Guwahati : Action on an anti-corruption case (2/2002) filed by the Chief Minister's vigilance Cell, the police on 24th August searched the Ganeshguri residence of Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) planner Nivedita Hazarika , but got no illegal document or property. According to reports, the corporation had taken a cheque of Rs 3 lakh as fine for a building at Panbazar. 

Cottonians ransack GMC
Guwahati : The Cotton College Students' Union went on a rampage on 24th August in the offices of the Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) and its water supply works at Panbazar , broke furniture and locked the office of the Commissioner in protest against the erratic water supply in the hostels. The students also blocked the road in front of the Deputy Commissioner's office for about half an hour. 

News on 24th August '2002
Lobby in Health Dept backing doctors who shun rural Assam?
Guwahati : A strong lobby within the State Health department is up in arms to halt the Assam Government's move to initiate legal proceedings for recovering Rs 5.35 lakh from each of the 300 medical practitioners who have failed to meet the May 31 deadline for joining their new places of posting in rural health centres.  

Flood devastation in State - Assam seek urgent aid of Rs 1,000 cr ;
Guwahati : The Assam Government has sought a minimum of Rs 1,000 crore from the Central for rebuilding the State's infrastructure which was damaged by the current wave of floods. Even though the total estimated flood damaged has been put at Rs 2,500 crore, the Centre has been asked to release Rs 1,000 crore immediately to start the rehabilitation works soon after the monsoon is over in the State. 

NSCN factions clash, 1 killed Jamir denies NSCN-IM charge
Guwahati : Rival NSCN factions clashed near Dimapur, Nagaland's commercial hub on 23rd August , in what officials described as a clear violation of the prevailing ceasefire in the State. At least one NSCN-IM cadre has been killed in the clash , the police said.

A top police official in Kohima said by telephone that a group of 30 to 40 NSCN-IM cadres descended with bombs and firearms on an "unauthorized" NSCN-K camp set up about a week ago at New Chumukidema , about 20 KM from Dimapur. 

Assam rebels shift to B'desh border : police
Guwahati : After the Royal Government of Bhutan's tough stand on evicting the camp of the banned ULFA and NDFB , both the outfits as well as several other Muslim militants groups have penetrated into the fringe areas along the Assam-Bangladesh border. Security agencies fear that penetration of militants along the border would increase incidents of violence and other subversive activities in Assam and other north-eastern states which share the international border with Bangladesh.  

Another body, cops in city baffled
Guwahati : The city police is intrigued with the recovery of two dead bodies from different location during the 22nd August. Police suspects that the both victims died under mysterious circumstances. After the recovery of the body of one Priti Bharali below the Guwahati Stadium overbridge on 22nd August, the police on 23rd August recovered a male body from Bharalu sluice gate. The body is yet to be identified . On the other hand , the police is interrogating Priti Bharali's husband, GRP constable and a maid servant in connection with the murder of Priti. The possibility is not being rules out that Priti was murdered after being gang raped in the city itself. 

AASU's memorandum to SEBA
Guwahati : The All Assam Students' Union on 23rd August submitted a memorandum to the Chairman and Secretary of Board of Secretary Education, Assam (SEBA) in relation to its demand to make Geography and History as compulsory subjects at Higher secondary level. The AASU also threatened to launch agitational programmes if necessary actions are not taken within seven days.  

B.A. Part-II final results out
Guwahati : The results of the B.A. Part-II (final) examination, 2002, of Gauhati University, have been announced on 23rd August . Of the 19,750 candidates who had appeared in the examination, 13,172 came out successful, the pass percentage being 66.69. Among the candidates with major subjects, 97 secured class I, 4,293 secured class II and 1,839 were declares simple pass. Among the general candidates , there were no first division . A total of 1,659 got second division and 4,034 were declared simple pass. 

News on 23rd August '2002
Rebels play cops, rescue child - Planter's kid was rescued from Manipur , 4 killed
Guwahati : In an unprecedented incident, a rebel group co-ordinates with the Assam Police to rescue a two-and-a-half year old baby girl from the deep jungle of insurgency ravaged Manipur. Harshika was rescued from the clutches of her abductors at Jiribam in Manipur on August 15 by rebels belonging to a faction of the Dima Halam Dauga (DHD).  

Assam MLA's son in ULFA captivity : police
Guwahati : The Assam Police on 22nd August confirmed that Pradeep Sarkar, son of Congress MLA from South Abhayapuri Chandan Sarkar, who was abducted on March 2 from Falakata in West Bengal is currently in the captivity of the banned ULFA.  

Assam govt toying with VRS plan for staff, sounds out ADB
Guwahati : After finishing the staff relocation plan, the Assam Government is now examining the pros and cons of introducing the Voluntary Retirement Scheme (VRS) among its employees in order to lessen the financial burden on the State exchequer. The VRS for the government employees is one of the main components in the Assam Government's scheme submitted to the Asian Development Bank (ADB) while seeking a loan assistance of Rs 2,000 crore.  

Conversion battle in Tripura generates heat
Guwahati : A radical tribal Hindu Group in Tripura has started a controversial campaign to convert Christians into its fold, claiming Hinduism was under a threat.

The Jamatia Hoda, the apex tribal Hindu council in Tripura, said up to 250 Christians had already been converted. 

PMRY target for Assam enhanced
Guwahati : The Union Ministry of Small Scale Industry has enhanced the target under the Prime Minister's Rozgar Yojana for Assam for the basic target of 6,900 to 15,000 for the year 2002-2003 by fixing an additional target of 8,100 . This was done at the request of Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi , who took up the matter of enhancement with Ms Vasundhara Raje, Union Minister of State (independent charge), Small Scale Industries.  

2 women held for NDFB link
Guwahati : The Army nabbed two women having link with the National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) near Paneri while they were taking photographs of a factory belonging to Tata Tea on 21st August night. The troops apprehended two women but the other managed to escape taking advantage of darkness. Preliminary questioning revealed that they had links with the banned NDFB. 

News on 22nd August '2002
DCs empowered to work out staff position, implement plan - Assam Govt finalizes staff relocation plan
Guwahati : At long last the Assam Government appears to have woken up to the inescapable fact that it cannot carry on any further with a dispensation where it has to contend with an outrageously excess number of staff of various categories in several departments, and an equally anomalous lie paralysed due to shortage of staff- without following in the footsteps of several other State governments which have undertaken relocation of staff and the posts to strike a semblance of the balance in their unwieldy administration.  

ULFA strike in Goalpara, 4 policemen killed, 11 hurt
Guwahati : Close on the heels of killing 20 Tripura State Rifles personnel by the NLFT militants on 20th August , the banned ULFA militants on 20th August killed four Assam Police personnel , including two SIs and a bus driver at Maladhara under Lakhimpur police station in Goalpara district. Another 11 police personnel were injured in the militant attack. Three injured police personnel have been shifted to the Guwahati Medical College Hospital (GMCH) and their condition is stated to be critical. 

Rly Board chief tastes AASU wrath
Guwahati : Thousands of students led by All Assam Students' Union (AASU) advisor Samujjal Bhattacharyya , gheraoed Railway Requirement Board, NF Railway, Chairman OP Agarwala for hours in his office on 20th August in protest against "discrimination" towards candidates from Assam and other States of the North-east in recruitment in NF Railway. The agitated students let the Railway Recruitment Board Chairman go only after he gave an assurance in presence of a magistrate that he would discuss the demands of the AASU with the higher-ups in the Railways, and after that he would call AASU leaders for discussion on their demands on October 9 and provide them justice. 

Dispur eyes Central funds with forest protection plan
Guwahati : The State Forest department will approach the Union Ministry of Environment and Forests and the Planning Commission with a full-fledged forestry action plan to avail adequate funds to face the challenge of forest protection and conservation in Assam. 

'Remove Gogoi' campaign gains ground
Guwahati : For the disgruntled Congress MLAs, whose tribe is increasing by the day and dissident Congress leaders, admission of Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi at the All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), New Delhi due to severe backache has come as an opportunity to took for an alternative Chief Minister. Anti- Gogoi MLAs have already started a secret campaign about the Chief Minister's deteriorating health condition being a negative point for him to head a State like Assam, and more the Congress high-command in Delhi in this regard. 

Central team assessing floods
Guwahati : The nine-member Central team for assessing flood damage in Assam with Mr Pravin Srivastava , Jt Secretary , Minister of Home Affairs as the leader, has arrived in the city on 21st August. Immediately , after the arrival , the inter-ministerial team divided into three groups. One of the groups visited the Gumi and Panikhaiti area under Chaygaon LAC in Kamrup and inspected the damage and erosion caused to the embankment by the river Brahmaputra. They also visited Hajo Nalbari PWD road at Bulloot Chorabori area under Hajo LAC and the RCC bridge of Khopanikuchi.  

'Flood-hit given spurious medicines'
Guwahati : The secretary of the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) Legislature Party, Mr Dilip Kumar Saikia on 21st August wrote to the Assam Human Rights Commission (AHRC) accusing the State Government of supplying spurious medicines and inferior quality food grains in the worst flood-hit Dhemaji district. The State Government had supplied fesolic-s tables which expired in November 2001 to the inmates of relief camps and when the matter was exposed, supply of the medicine was stopped, Saikia said, in his letter to AHRC Chairman S.N. Phukan.

News on 21st August '2002
Govt brainstorming meet on PSUs ends up as talking shop
Guwahati : Cosmetic remedies are unlikely to provide lasting solution. That was the summary of Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi's speech which was read out in his absence at a high-level, meeting on status of the public enterprises in the State organized here on 20th August.

Gogoi's single sentence was enough to state the health of the 49 public enterprises in Assam which are choking under the accumulated loss of Rs 4,062 crore against a total capital investment of Rs 4,614 crore. 

GMC check gates are perfectly legal: Commissioner
Commissioner of the Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) Vijayandra on 20th August submitted before the Guwahati High Court that all the check gates and parking places on the national highways are legal and collection of tolls at the check gates cannot be said to be without the authority of law and unconstitutional.  

Skip Guwahati : Gogoi to Nitish
Guwahati : Chief Minister, Mr Tarun Gogoi , has urged the Union Railway Minister, Mr Nitish Kumar, to develop alternate railway route bypassing Guwahati , the region's premier city failing which he felt , traffic congestion in the city will aggravate which in turn would act as hindrance to railway activities owing to transportation and space constraint.  

Stop bungling on BTC : BJP to Govt
Guwahati : The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on 20th August lashed out at the Tarun Gogoi Government for the way it has handled the BTC issue and for keeping the Opposition parties in the dark.

The State BJP general secretary and party in-charge of the North-east (save Assam), Mr V Satish, said that the State Government wants to take all credit for the formation of the BTC but is not serious about solving the crisis emanating out of it. He accused the Government of not disclosing all facts regarding the BTC in the last all-party meet held to discuss the BTC.  

Move to rename GMC resented
Guwahati : Representatives of the Gauhati Medical College Teachers' Association , the Association of Junior Doctors' Association, the Gauhati Medical College Students' Union, the Gauhati Medical College Hospital Karmi Sangha, the Trained Nurses' Association, GMCH, and the All Assam Nurses' Association, GMCH branch, in a joint general meeting in the city on 20th , expressed their displeasure over the Assam Governments' reported move to change the name of the Gauhati Medical College (GMC). 

News on 20th August '2002
Affidavit to HC on GMC check gates- Influential men behind lessees : DGP
Guwahati : In a startling revelation on 19th August , Assam DGP H.K. Deka submitted before the Gauhati High Court that the check gates and parking places of the Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) are actually being run by some influential persons who are behind the designated lessees.

In an affidavit filed before the High Court in response to a petition on the state-of-affairs of the GMC check gates, the DGP submitted that the agents of lessees at various toll gates and parking places are collecting money more than the amounts prescribed in the lease deed. In certain parking fees are levied even during day time, though, as per bye laws, GMC's fee collection should be from 8 p.m. to 6 a.m. 

Assam ministers begin austere life
Guwahati : The cash-starved Assam Government has kicked off its austerity drive. All the ministers will cough up a 20 per cent cut in their salaries and traveling allowance from this August.

Starting of the austerity drive with cut in salaries and traveling expenses of the ministers aims at setting an example for the rest of the Assam Government officials and staff to trim their expenditure bills to overcome the financial crunch faced by the State. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi has announced , a cut in ministers' salaries and traveling allowance ostensibly to justify the expansion of his 16-member ministry to 36 members. 

Dispur, BLT cross swords over 6th Schedule changes
Guwahati : The State Government and the Bodo Liberation Tiger (BLT) on 19th August crossed swords over the crucial question of amendments to the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution in the run-up to the formation of the controversial 'Bodoland Territorial Council' (BTC) , as the Assam Minister of Plains Tribes and Other Backward Classes Bharat Narah accused the BLT leadership of not having responded to it long ago and the BLT leadership accusing the Assam Government of not having undertaken the amendment exercise at all. 

CM admitted to AIIMS for backache
Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi was admitted to All India Institute of Medical Science (AIIMS), New Delhi this evening for treatment of severe backache. The AIIMS Director Dr P.K. Dave, who is looking after Gogoi, advised him to take admission at the hospital for further treatment.

Though unofficial, Gogoi's deteriorating health has become a matter of concern for those sitting in Dispur and at Rajiv Bhawan . Speculations are rife over a new political equation taking shape in the State's ruling Congress after Gogoi's departure to New Delhi for treatment of backache on 18th August.  

Mobile telephony in NE not before Oct
Guwahati : The lifting of the ban on the use of mobile phones from the North-east and Jammu & Kashmir, which was announced by Union Parliamentary Affairs and Information Technology in the city on August 17, made the people of this backward region to cheer. But, things cannot be expected early, the Bharat Sanchar Nigam Ltd (BSNL) , is likely to implemented mobile telephony in this regard before 2003.  

Cottonians get think tank 'Coffee House'
Guwahati : Storm of ideas over a cup of coffee in Cotton College . Sounds quite exotic. But, Cottonians, both present and past , famous for their capacity to think ahead of the rest of Assam, have finally got a 'Coffee House' where they can sit relaxed, drink coffee, think, discuss and unravel new ideas.  

Teachers' non-cooperation on Aug 29
Guwahati : The Assam Secondary Teachers and Employees' Association has alleged that the Tarun Gogoi led government as anti-teachers and anti-workers meet on 19th August in the city, the president of the association , Mr G. Goswami announnced the agitational programmes of the association, a non-cooperation agitation on August 29 and a 'Janata Bhavan march' on September 2.  

Flood assessment beings on 20th August 
Guwahati : A Central team under the leadership of Mr Pravin Srivastava, Joint, Secretary , Ministry of Home Affairs will visit Assam to assess the damage caused by recent floods in the State . The team will visit the flood-affected areas of the State in three groups from August 20 to August 22 to take stock of the devastation caused by the recent floods. 

CVC visits check city post
Guwahati : The Chief Vigilance Commissioner, Assam , Mr Nishi Nath Changkakoty visited Jalukbari check post on 19th August against the State Government's move to declare Guwahati as a separate district . About 10,000 people including students shouted slogans against this move along the streets of Mirza and submitted copies of a memorandum to the Governor, Chief Minister and the Chief Secretary through the circle officer of Palashbari.

News on 19th August '2002
BJP threatens stir over check gates
Guwahati : The Guwahati district committee of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has warned the State Government of a strong agitation, including road blockade , if it fails to stop the functioning of illegal check gates in the State.

On the 17th August , the general secretary of BJP's Guwahati district committee, Mr Prafulla Kumar Barua said that the Congress ministers and MLAs were earning lakhs of rupees from these check gates. Since the government has not taken any concrete step in this regard, about 60 thousands workers of the BJP will very soon resort to road blockades in the city , he said.  

Storm brewing in AGO over IM(DT) bungling
Guwahati : The sheer bungling by the leadership of the AGP over the Pradip Hazarika Sarbananda Sonowal nasty stand-off via-a-vis the IM(DT) Act case pending in the Supreme Court has, apart from sending ripples across the party rank and file , also signalled the brewing storm over the manner in which the leadership has been conducting the affairs of the party, senior party functionaries, requesting anonymity.

Party general secretary Pradip Hazarika , who was divested of his post responsibilities by the party president on 17th August over his alleged attempt to dilute the IM(DT) Act case for Sarbananda Sonowal, was made a scapegoat under pressure from the AASU, even though he had been instrumental in filing the case. 

Gogoi flies to Delhi for treatment
Guwahati : The Chief Minister , Mr Tarun Gogoi has gone to New Delhi for treatment of backache. The condition of Mr Gogoi aggravated while addressing the public on the Independence Day at Judges' Field in the city. Two doctors are also accompanying Mr Gogoi . It may be mentioned that the motorcade of the Chief Minister on 18 August travelled at 20 kmph from Khanapara to Borjhar airport.  

Fresh flood in Lakhimpur
Guwahati : Due to incessant rains at the catchment areas of Arunachal hills since 17th August night the turbulent waters of the river Kokoi breached and eroded away about 80 metres of Kokoi E & D embankment at No 2 Puthimari Baligaon village of Kadam revenue circle in Lakhimpur district. Six villages of inundated damaging about 400 hectares of paddy. Twenty families have been shifted to safer places as heavy erosion still continues at different parts of the embankment. 

Barkataky visits city roads
Guwahati : Assam Public Works Department (PWD) Minister Sarat Barkataky on 17th August visited the roads in Fancy Bazar area in the city and ordered the immediate repair of SS Road . The minister also reviewed the repair work of some roads in the area. 

Citizens' meet on Barnali case
Guwahati : IN protest against the rape and murder of 8 year-old Barnali Deb near the Network Travel counter at Paltan Bazar in the city, a citizens' meeting was held on 17th August at Tirthanath hall. Speaking on the occasion , former vice Chancellor of Gauhati University Dr Debaprashad Barua termed the act as beastly and stressed the need for a special court to settle such case. Noted philosopher Amelendu Guha presided over the meeting. 

Foreign currencies seized, 3 held
Guwahati : Barpeta police on 17th August recovered foreign currencies amounting to dinars 25, yen 20 and liras 5 from one Jahangir Khan of Sangliya village under Sarbhog police station in Barpeta district. Police arrested Khan and two others- Lahar Ali and Rafiqul Islam - in this regard and recovered 10 ISD telephone bills from their possession. The police suspects the three to have links with the ISD of Pakistan. 

News on 18th August '2002
NE states relived of ban on mobile telephony - Mahajan dedicates into centres to NE
Guwahati : The North east is set to overcome its geographical isolation. The centre has lifted the ban on expending the mobile phone service throughout the region. All the 38,960 villages in the North-east will have at least one PCO by August 15,2003.

Dedicating Community information Centres (CICs) at 487 blocks in the north-eastern states, including Sikkim at a function organized at the Software technology Park of India (STPI) here , Minister for Parliamentary Affairs , Communication and Information technology Pramod Mahajan said that the Cabinet Committee on security has allowed the extension of the mobile phone service beyond Guwahati in the North east . "How long will the people of the region be deprived of the service simple due to the problem of militancy ? If the militants and criminals use the mobile phones to execute their jobs, let them do it and get caught ," he said in a lighter vein. He said that the Reliance and the BSNL would be the two major players to offer mobile phone and WLL services in all the north-eastern states.  

IM (DT) case controversy - AGP relieves Hazarika of party post
Guwahati : In what was a widely expected move, the AGP president Mr Brindaban Goswami on 17th August relived controversial leader and one of the general secretaries Pradip Hazarika from all party-related activities for an indefinite period following his statements on the IM (DT) Act.

On the 17th August decision was arrived at a meeting between the AGP president, vice presidents and the general secretaries of the party at the residence of Mr Goswami. The AGP trio meet on 16th August evening in the party headquarters where the AGP MLA and joint secretary Sarbananda Sonowal and the general secretary Pradeep Hazarika presented their respective views. 

CITU's stir threat against tea gardens
Guwahati : The beleaguered Assam tea industry has been changed of devising plans to deprive the tea labourers of the their dues to compensate for the losses faced by the industry due to the slump in tea prices.

On the 17th August , general secretary of the Assam State Committee of Centre of Indian Trade Unions (CITU) Deben Bhattacharyya said that the tea industry is spreading a false propaganda that it had been incurring huge losses , to eyewash the public and tea labour class.

Bora : Govt committed to boost primary education
Guwahati : The State Education Department has collected data about the present condition of 40,000 lower and upper primary schools, After compilation of the data the department will implement a scheme to develop the infrastructure and other facilities at those schools which are in the most dilapidated condition. 

Raksamgre killings : ULFA denies hand
Guwahati : The banned ULFA has denied that it was involved in the killing of 12 people at Raksamgre in West Garo hills district of Meghalaya on August 13.

News on 17th August '2002
Militancy has damaged Assam- Tarun Gogoi 

Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi said that Assam would be left thousands of miles behind in the path of progress if violence does not come to an end. He said that the decade-long insurgency has broken the backbone of the State's economy.

Unfurling the national flag at the Judges Field here on 15th August on the occasion of the 56th Independence Day organized by the Kamrup district administration , Mr Gogoi said that the militant outfits operating in Assam should come forward for talks with an open mind. Rapid economic progress and giving jobs to thousands of unemployed youths are the only ways to solve the problem of insurgency , he said. 

What is the NIC doing in Assam ?
Guwahati : What has been seen as a mockery of the Central Government's claim to bring about IT revolution in Assam, the National Informatics Centre (NIC) has failed to provide computer-based information services to the State Government departments. The NIC has its presence in 540 districts in the country and it was set up to provide IT services at the national , state and district levels.

Highly-placed sources told that most of the deputy commissioners, especially Barpeta and Kokrajhar Deputy Commissioners, are highly displeased with the way of functioning of the NIC personnel.

The NIC professionals have so far been able to set up only the district websites. 

Mahajan opens IT networking project for NE.
Guwahati : One of the most ambitious IT related projects of the North-east, the networking of the entire region at the block level, has been launched on 17th August.

In a bid to reach out to the remotest part of the North-east the Community Information Centre (CIC) scheme for the people of the region and Gangtok is being inaugurated here on 17th August.

Union Information Technology Minister Promod Mahajan inaugurates the scheme while all the Chief Ministers of the region are attending the occasion. 

Gogoi announces 30% reservation for women
Guwahati : Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi announced reservation of 30 per cent government jobs for women and appealed to the militant outfits to come for talks. Addressing the official Independence Day function at the Judges Field here, Gogoi said a suitable legal act would be enacted by the State Government within one year by reserving 30 per cent posts for women. Pointing out the State which remained backward due to militancy since the last twenty years, the Chief Minister urged the extremists to come forward for negotiations in the interest of the country, State and primarily in consideration of the younger generation's future. 

Munda escapes unhurt
Guwahati : Assam Minister of State for Public Works Department, Etuwa Munda had a providential escape on 16th August when his escort car was hit by another vehicle injuring four of its occupants at Boriagaon in Nagaon district. Munda was on his way to Guwahati . An Assam Police Task Force personnel was seriously injured and admitted to Nagaon Civil Hospital. 

Mahanta denies allegation
Guwahati : Former Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta on 16th August expressed surprise over the AASU's accusation that he had been a mute spectator on the issue of the repeal of the IM (DT) Act. In a statement, Mr Mahanta said that during his term as Chief Minister , he had put tremendous pressure on the Centre to repeal the Act and the issue was discussed several times. 

PM's NE package funding from normal plan budget : Shourie 

Guwahati : The Center had to ultimately admit that all the Prime Minister's special packages for the North-East declared since 1996 would be funded from the 10 per cent normal plan budget of the Central ministries and there will be no additional allocation by the Union Government to implement those projects, whatever may be the gestation period.

IAY implemented
Guwahati : The rural development programmes namely Indira Awaas Yojana (IAY) and Pradhan Mantri Gramodaya Yojna (Gramin Awaas) is being implemented successfully in Awaas during the current financial year. Under the schemes, altogether 8,253 rural dwelling houses have been constructed (new and up gradation) and handed over to equal number of rural families living below poverty line in the State during the month of April, May and June, 2002, while construction work of another 5,866 dwelling houses are going on.  

Flood relief camps for animals
Guwahati : The Early Birds, an environmental care organization of North-eastern India, conducted its 69th free veterinary camp during its existence for the last eight years. It is worth mentioning that the Early Birds had promptly responded to an appeal by the local MLA of Jagiroad constituency in the form of an advertisement in a vernacular daily published from Guwahati to offer help to the distressed people and animals of Morigaon district. 

Annual meet of Srimanta Shankar Academy
Guwahati : Srimanta Shankar Academy organized its annual function recently at the District Library , Guwahati . Dr D N Borthakur , former vice chancellor, Assam Agricultural University graced the occasion as the Chief guest . Apart from various programmes , a recitation competition was also held to commemorate the death of Novel Laureate Mr Nabakanta Baruah. During the function , the Chitra Prasad Bezbaruah Memorial Trust awarded a scholarship covering the annual tuition fees to the student of the academy who had secured the highest marks in Chemistry in the last higher secondary annual examination.  

News on 16th August '2002 

Assamese NRI's mail of woe : who will come to invest in Assam ? 

Guwahati : An e-mail from the United States, from an Assamese NRI, interested in investing in the region. Sounds good unit one has read the text of the mail.

The subject of the e-mail is " If this situation exists, who will come to start business or industry in Assam." Obviously, the person has sent this mail to a key Assam Government official out of frustration.

Vavani P. Sarmah, a successful entrepreneur in the US, has sought to draw the attention of Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi and Industry Minister Bhubaneswar Kalita about the hassles that come in the way for an outside investor to invest in the State.  

Literary pension announced
Guwahati : The Assam Government on 14th August announced literary pension, 2001-2002, (Rs 1,500 per month) for 19 littérateurs and one-time cash award (Rs 10,000) for three persons. They are -Alhaj Seikh Samar Ali, Guwahati ; Tasha Probha Kalita, Guwahati ; Anima Guha, Guwahati ; Akhil Chakraborty, Jorhat; Kuseswar Boruah, Guwahati ;Girish Ch. Baruah, Golaghat; Dr Mukti Prasad Gogoi, Padmashree, Guwahati ; Kamaluddin Ahmed, Karimganj; Kanak Chandra Deka, Guwahati ; Dr Lily Rajbanshi, Guwahati ; Rup Narayan Mushahary, Kokrajhar; Keshabananda dev Goswami, Dibrugarh; Dr Birendra Nath Dutta, Guwahati ; Gagan Chandra Dhikary, Guwahati ; Dr Sujit Choudhary, Karimganj and Madhu Ram Bodo, Rangiya. 

News on 15th August '2002
Security net in NE for I-Day Army patrols Assam skies 

Guwahati : A security blanker has been thrown in Assam and other parts of the north-eastern region on 15th August Independence Day in the face of a boycott call given by a dozen militant outfits. Threat of violence , including possible human bomb attacks has prompted the authorities, especially in Assam, to draw up unprecedented security arrangements to ensure a violence-free Independence Day.

Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi unfurled the national flag at the Judge's Field here. Besides awarding the Jeevan Raksha Padak posthumously to Utpal Das of Sivasagar, Gogoi announced the upgradation of Guwahati as the district. 

President's medal for 9 Assam cops
Guwahati : Nine Assam Police officials have been selected for this year's Police Medal for distinguished service by the President of India. The officials are IGP of BIEO and Vigilance & Anti-Corruption Rajinder Kumar , DIG (SB) Jyotirmoy Chakraborty, DIG (Assam Police modernization) P.K. Das, SP (Dhubri) P.C. Bora, DSP (CID) A.K. Sarma, SI (SB) Chakrapani Talukdar and ASI (Police headquarters) Subal Sarma. 

Guwahati dist notification out, Kamrup DC HQ to be at Rangiya
Guwahati : The Assam Government on 14th August issued the notification declaring Guwahati a district with headquarters at Guwahati by dividing the existing Kamrup district. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi formally declared the historic city as the district at the Independence Day function held at the Judges' Field here on 15th August.

The Guwahati district would comprise the Guwahati Metropolitan area, coterminous with Guwahati City Police District with 13 police stations. The police stations that will be included are Panbazar, Latasil, Fatasil, Ambari, Bharalumukh, Jalukbari, Dispur, Basistha, Chandmari, Geetanagar, Basistha, North Guwahati, Khetri and Azara. 

ISA, al Queda providing arms to B'deshis in Assam : AASU
Guwahati : The All Assam Students' Union (AASU) on 14th August warned that Assam could merge with Bangladesh within a few years time if there is no immediate halt to the infiltration of illegal Bangladeshi nationals from across the border to the State.

On the eve of completion of 17 years of signing of the historic Assam Accord, AASU Adviser Samujjal Bhattacharyya lambasted Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee and deputy Prime Minister L.K. Advani for their silence on the issue of unabated illegal Bangladeshi influx to the State. He said that silence has posed to be a threat to the very integrity and security of the country. 

CM asked DCs to counter bandhs
Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi issued an official communiqué to all the deputy commissioners asking them to sensitize the people on the negative impact of the bandhs. The communiqué said that Assam has faced an estimated loss of Rs 1266.60 crore due to 73 bandh calls between June 1997 and May 1998. 

GMC check gates : fresh plea to HC raises doubt on petitioner's intention
Guwahati : At a time when a case fielded by Mr Zakir Hussain against the Union of India, Government of Assam, Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) and the State's Director General of Police (DGP) with a prayer to stop illegal collection of entry/toll tax at the check gates on the national highways is slated for hearing by the Gauhati High Court here on August 20 , one Mr Mudit Kumar Jain has filed a similar writ petition to the same High Court . What could be Mr Jain's real intention for filing such a petition at this stage is a matter of speculation , but the text of his writ and the annexure submitted with it creates a genuine doubt about his sincerity in solving the problem of the people of this State at an early date. On the contrary , he seems to have merely put a spoke in the wheel of the illegal process.  

Assamese NRI's mail of woe : who will come to invest in Assam ? 

Guwahati : An e-mail from the United States, from an Assamese NRI, interested in investing in the region. Sounds good unit one has read the text of the mail.

The subject of the e-mail is " If this situation exists, who will come to start business or industry in Assam." Obviously, the person has sent this mail to a key Assam Government official out of frustration.

Vavani P. Sarmah, a successful entrepreneur in the US, has sought to draw the attention of Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi and Industry Minister Bhubaneswar Kalita about the hassles that come in the way for an outside investor to invest in the State.  

Literary pension announced
Guwahati : The Assam Government on 14th August announced literary pension, 2001-2002, (Rs 1,500 per month) for 19 littérateurs and one-time cash award (Rs 10,000) for three persons. They are -Alhaj Seikh Samar Ali, Guwahati ; Tasha Probha Kalita, Guwahati ; Anima Guha, Guwahati ; Akhil Chakraborty, Jorhat; Kuseswar Boruah, Guwahati ;Girish Ch. Baruah, Golaghat; Dr Mukti Prasad Gogoi, Padmashree, Guwahati ; Kamaluddin Ahmed, Karimganj; Kanak Chandra Deka, Guwahati ; Dr Lily Rajbanshi, Guwahati ; Rup Narayan Mushahary, Kokrajhar; Keshabananda dev Goswami, Dibrugarh; Dr Birendra Nath Dutta, Guwahati ; Gagan Chandra Dhikary, Guwahati ; Dr Sujit Choudhary, Karimganj and Madhu Ram Bodo, Rangiya. 

News on 14th August '2002 

Bodo bodies demand modernization of BTPS 

Guwahati : A five member delegation headed by Mrs. Pramila Rani Brahma , MLA and leader BDPL, Mr Matindra Basumatary , MLA (Sidli), Mr Rabi Ram Nair, president , Kokrajhar district All Bodo Students' Union (KDC/ABSU) and Mr Asit Dutta, convenor , Joint Action Committee for protection of Bongaigoan Thermal Power Station (BTPS) , met the chairman, Mr Khosla, Assam State Electricity Board at his office in Bijulee Bhawan, Guwahati , recently to discuss the BTPS issue, stated an All Bodo Employees' Federation . The delegation expressed dissatisfaction at the lack of sincerity on the part of the Assam Government and the ASEB in renovating and modernizing of the BTPS, the only thermal power station in lower Assam which has remained closed since the last couple of months. 

Patriotic song competition held
Guwahati : Under the aegis of Dhansiri civil administration an attractive patriotic song competition and cultural programme was held at Sarupathar, Rajohowa Bhawan on August 11. Various cultural troupes of the subdivision took part in the multilingual competition. Participating as judge Mr Prashanta Gogoi, SDL, Mr Krishna Chetri, CDPO and Mrs. Bitopi Gohai also sung on the occasion. The competition was conducted by Mr Zahid Ahmed Tapadar, SDIPRO, Dhansiri. Prize of the competition will be distributed at the Central celebration of Independence Day function at Sarupathar on August 15. 

Bhaben Saikia to celebrate his silver jubilee with a film
Guwahati : Dr Bhubendra Nath Saikia , the doyen of film makers in Assam , wants to celebrate his silver jubilee in the field with yet another cinematic exercise.

"I want to assure you that I must present one film in this silver jubilee years," Dr Saikia told UNI, his voice choked with emotion.  

Security on I-Day discussed
Guwahati : The first district level coordination committee meeting was held recently at Barama in Barpeta district. It was attended by commander Tamulpur Bridge, DC, SP, DCIO and representative of ONGC. Such a meeting was also held at circuit house, Kokrajhar. Commander Kokrajhar Bridge , four Army officers, DIG Western Range, commandants of local CRPF battalions, commanding officers of local Assam Police Battalions, DC, SP, assistant secretary commissioner of RPF, representatives of SB and Oil India Limited, attended the meeting. The security scene and likely threat from militants on the eve of Independence Day were discussed during the meeting.  

News on 13th August '2002
Night trains suspended till Aug 16 . Border with Bhutan, B'desh sealed . Army to assist police - Assam under security blanket for I-Day 

Guwahati : The Assam Police has geared up all its resources for a violence-free Independence Day in the State by putting in place water tight security measures all over the State. The Army has been asked to assist the police force to thwart any offensive by the militants.

While the NE Railway has been asked to suspend night running of all the passenger trains during the run-up to the Independence day in view of possible strikes by the militants, the entire stretch of Assam-Bhutan and Assam- Bangladesh international border has been sealed to halt entry of militants into the State. 

I'll study Assam floods : Sethi assures AJYCP
Guwahati : A delegation of Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuba Chatra Parishad (AJYCP) leader on 12th August met the Union Minister for Water Resources Arjun Saran Sethi and the Minister of State Bijoya Chakraborty and discussed means to find a permanent solution to the flood problem in Assam.

SJSS may have ULFA links, says DGP ; Gogoi cautions ministers
Guwahati : In a significant development , the Assam Government has put several non-Bodo organization including the powerful Sanmilita Janagosthiya Sangram Samiti (SJSS) under scanner for possible link with militant outfits. The government's suspicion stems from the Assam bandh call given by the SJSS on August 15 which coincide with Independence Day boycott call given by a dozen militant outfits in the North-east, including the banned ULFA and NDFB.

Axom Sarba Siksa Abhijan gains momentum ; thousands of dropouts, others join Bridge Course - Getting back Assam's children to schools
Guwahati : Attending classes, taking examination and getting promoted to either class II and III in 45 days . That's actually happening in Assam.

A total of 31,534 children aged between five to seven years who are either dropouts or had never been to school from August 16, thanks to a 'Bridge Course' launched under the Axom Sarva Siksha Abhijan. 

Hazarika, Bezborua awarded
Guwahati : Journalist and author Sanjoy Hazarika and the Editor of The Sentinel , Mr DN Bezborua have been awarded the prestigious Siva Prasad Barooah National Award for Journalism for the year 2000 and 2001 respectively. The award, instituted by the Kamal Kumari Foundation, carries trophy, a citation and Rs 1 lakh.  

30% quota for women in Assam
Guwahati : A meeting of the Assam's council of ministers on 12th August agreed to implement 30 per cent reservation for women in the government posts. This will come into effect soon after the Assam Government lifts the ban on appointments. On the other hand, most of the ministers who attended the meeting expressed serious concern and disappointment on the state-of-affairs of the Health department. 

News on 12th August '2002 

Mahanta attends AGP meet, party to stage demo today over flood relief 

Guwahati : After a brief 'exile' following the controversy over bigamy charges that led to his quitting the post of AGP president , former Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanata on 11th July made a "ceremonial" entry into the party affairs by participating at the executive committee meeting. Mahanta's very presence at the executive committee meeting has led to brisk activity within the AGP .  

Nearly half of domestic violence victims belong to middle class, rich families :CID - 'Alarming rise 'in Assam dowry deaths
Guwahati : Assam has of late, woken up to another hard reality. There has been a phenomenal increase in the incidence of crime against women including cases of dowry deaths, domestic violence , rape, molestation and kidnappings.

Senior officials feel that the disturbing trend only indicates that there is "something wrong in the social situation in the State." Cases of dowry death which were very rare in the State till recently, now occur frequently. 

ABSU, BLT out to deny ST status to Rajbongshis, says Medhi
Guwahati : The All Bodo Students' Union (ABSU) and the Bodo Liberation Tiger (BLT) are involved in hectic lobbying in New Delhi against granting ST status to the Koch-Rajbongshi community. This allegation was brought by president of the All Assam Koch-Rajdhani Sanmilani, Phani Medhi who recently led a delegation to New Delhi and demanded of the Deputy Prime Minister L.K. Advani to bring a Bill in the ensuring monsoon session of the Parliament for granting ST status to the Koch-Rajgongshis.  

Guwahati will now be a district 

Guwahati : Historic Guwahati will make its departure from the city status to a separate district. The Assam Government will make the formal announcement in this regard on August 15. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on 11th August told that the decision to declare Guwahati as a separate district been taken keeping in mind the fast paced rural development in Kamrup district. He said that the government has studied the pros and corns before deciding to declare Guwahati as a district. The area of the proposed Guwahati district will be equal to the area of Guwahati Police Station, he added. Guwahati has 60 Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) wards with about 20 lakh population. With Guwahati set to get a district status, the number of districts in the State will go up to 24.  

Donation to CM's plea to parties on floods
Guwahati : The Assam Real Estate and Infrastructure Developers' Association has donated a cheque of Rs 3 lakh to the Chief Minister's Relief Fund. A team of the Association led by its president P.K. Sharma handed over the cheque to Mr Tarun Gogoi at his official residence on 10th August. 

News on 11th August '2002 

Assam okays prosecution of officials by CBI 

Guwahati : The Assam Government on 9th August permitted the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) to start prosecution against three officials of the Education Department for siphoning off pension, gratuity and group insurance money of the retired teachers. The officials are the Elementary Education Officer, Mangaldoi Jogendra Bora, UDA Harakanta Deka and Khegendra Nath Boro. According to CBI chargesheets , all the three officials siphoned off Rs 12.11 lakh through 23 fake bills during 1997-99. The aggrieved teachers had approached the Gauhati High Court and the Court later asked the Assam High Court and Court later asked the Assam Government to conduct a CBI inquiry into the irregularities. 

Raid on city telecom official
Guwahati : As part of the all India drive, the sleuths of the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) have started conducting raids in the city. The CBI sleuths on 9th August conducted raids at city residences of SDO, Kamrup Telecom K.C. Medhi and recovered property both movable and unmovable worth Rs 50 lakh. Raids were conducted at Medhi's Tarun Nagar, Beltola and Japorigog houses. Documents relating to his car loans, bank balance and ornaments were recovered.

Das takes charge of Education Dept
Guwahati : The Assam Government on 9th August , through an order entrusted the Principal Secretary of Pension & Public Grievances Dr Dhrubananda Das with the additional charge of Principal Secretary , Prafulla Chandra Sarma has been relieved from the Education Department. Sarma will look after the Transport Department. 

Govt removes Dutta as AAG
Guwahati : Assam's Additional Advocate General Niloy Dutta has been relived of his post for his long absence from the State. "The order has been issued on 8th August and Dutta stands relieved of his post as he virtually shifted his practicing headquarters from Guwahati to New Delhi", Assam Judicial Secretary Manindra Kumar Deka told. 

News on 10th August '2002
Lobby in Govt for township, not sanctuary 

Guwahati : A 'strong lobby' in the Assam Government has placed a proposal to set up a satellite township or housing colonies in the periphery of the Deepar Beel, a 4.49 sq km of wetland sheltering rare birds and various other flora and fauna, situated on the outskirts of the city . The lobby, to serve its purpose, is hell bent on sabotaging any move to declare the Deepar Beel as a wildlife sanctuary. 

We shall take punitive action : Pradut . DFOs, ranger suspended on charges of tree felling
Guwahati : The Assam Government has gathered evidence suggesting that several forest department officials are either directly or indirectly involved in massive timber felling despite a Supreme Court's ban in the State. Two DFOs, Firduz Ali Ahmed and Ranjan Kumar Das, and a Ranger Pradip Kumar Das of Sonitpur (West) Division have been put under suspension for being allegedly involved in rampant tree felling. 

Flood relief : AGP wants Sinha to step 'discrimination
Guwahati : The Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) on 9th August sought the Governor Lt Gen (retd) S.K. Sinha's intervention to put a halt to the alleged discrimination in distribution of flood relief materials in the State. The party leveled serious charges against the Tarun Gogoi -led government saying that the flood victims who are "supporters" of the AGP are not being given anything as relief which is a "violation of the basic human rights".  

Uphold values of early journalists : Philip
Guwahati : Mr A.J. Philip, senior editor of the Indian Express on 9th August called upon the media to "uphold the glorious tradition of the early journalists who worked for God's truth, for his kingdom and his righteousness."

Delivering the first Kamala Saikia Memorial Lecture at the Vivekananda Kendra in the city on 9th August on the topic "Journalism", problems and prospects", Mr Philip praised the role of early journalists who did not work for fame , big salary or perks. 

Poorly manned border lets free drugs flow into NE
Guwahati : Shortage of guards along India's unfenced border with Mynmar has led to unabated drug trafficking and an increase in the number of intravenous drug users in the North-east .

"Undoubtedly the porous border with Myanmar is adding up to the already volatile drugs problem in the north-eastern region," said P Pachuau, Superintendent of Police In-charge of Manipur's Narcotics and Border Affairs wing. 

News on 9th August '2002 

Centre neglecting State floods : CM 

Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on 8th August strongly criticised the Central Government for its failure to realise the gravity of the situation caused by floods in Assam and lamented that till date, no step has been taken to assess the damages caused by the floods.

Sri Tarun Gogoi said that according to preliminary assessment , the damaged caused by the floods so far this year would amount to more than Rs 2,000 crore. He informed that he had requested to Prime Minister and other Central Ministers to send central terms to Assam to assess the situation but unfortunately, the centre has not taken the issue seriously. "In fact, the Prime Minister himself should have to come to Assam to assess the gravity of the situation but he did not even send a Central term," he pointed out. He also hit out at the State level leaders of the BJP and alleged that they were only shedding crocodile tears and failed to convince the Central leaders about the grave situation in Assam. 

Central sanctions Rs 300 cr for NE tourism
Guwahati : Tourism in the State is likely to get a boost as the Centre is allocating an amount of Rs 300 crore for tourism development in the North-eastern under the 10th Plan, out of which the State's share will be about Rs 100 crore . The allocation for the entire country is Rs 2900 crore.

Disclosing this, Director General of Tourism, Government of India, VK Duggal on 8th August told the media that money would never be a constraint for the development of tourism and it was the will and skill of the State Government that matter most. Keeping in view the tremendous tourism potential in the North east , the Centre has effected a dramatic change in allocation under the 10th Plan, he said. Under the 9th Plan the State has received Rs 19 crore for 62 projects, out of the total Rs 75 crore allotted for the North-East . The amount for the country was Rs 550 crore. 

GMC move to collect city garbage 

Guwahati : Heaps of garbage lying scattered by the city roadside may soon become a thing of the past if the Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) successfully implements its new garbage disposal policy. The innovative scheme, which will be launched from September 1, aims at collecting the garbage right at the doorsteps of household, ownership flats, hotels and restaurants and then dumping them at a place outside the city. 

Militants attack - Red alert sounded in State
Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on 8th August said that a Red alert has been sounded in the State following report that the militant may try to strike before the Independence Day.

Sri Gogoi said that State Government has definite information about the ultras plan to strike before the Independence Day and all out effort have been made it thwart the attempts.

Sattriya dance empanelled for performances abroad
Guwahati : Sattriya dance of Assam has now been also included in the empanelled dance from the Indian Council of Cultural Relations for sponsoring performances abroad.

Meanwhile, for the purpose of the scholarships/ financial assistance provided by the department of Culture, the Sangeet Natak Academi and the Centre for Cultural Resources and Training, Sattriya dance has been classified along with the dance styles, namely, Bharatnatyam , Kathakali and Kuchipudi. 

News on 8th August '2002 

Centre takes grim view of highway check gates 

Guwahati : Union Minister of State (independent charge) for Road Transport and Highways Major Gen. (Retd.) B.C. Khanduri informed the Lok Sabha on 7th August that the matter of removal of check-posts/barriers falling within the 'right of way' on national highways was taken up with the state concerned at various levels including the Chief Minister.

Replying to a question from MP Vilas Mutteswar in the Lok Sabha, Mr Khanduri told the House that as per 'extent policy' of the Government, erection of check-post/ barriers on national highways within the 'right of ways' in not permitted. However, State Governments may erect tax collection from barriers out of the 'right of ways' on national highways with prior permission of the Centre on 7th August.

Gogoi-Pant meet soon on embankment
Guwahati : The Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi will request Mr KC Pant, Vice Chairman of the Planning Commission, to provide adequate funds to immediately complete the flood control project of the State . Disclosing this official sources termed the gradual delegation over 70 per cent embankments of the State, as the main cause behind the floods in the State.

Sources informed that even though the State has embankments of more than 4,458 KM, over 70 per cent of them are in deplorable condition due to the severe financial condition of the State. " The condition of the embankments is the main cause of flood". 

Flood relief : Assam Cong MPs for Delhi 

Guwahati : The North East Chambers of Commerce and Industry (NECCI) is encouraging planters and others in the State to start commercial cultivation of herbal plants- both medicinal and aromatic- which grow wild in the North-east. NECCI vice-president Charanjit Chaliha on 7th August said, commercial cultivation of the rich variety of herbal plants could be a major economic activity in the region. He mooted the idea of cultivating herbal plants in tea garden areas along with tea, which, according to him, would make the tea industry economically more viable and help complete in the international market.

Addressing at Hotel Brahmaputra Ashok here on 7th August, Chaliha said that a wide variety of medicinal and aromatic herbal plants, which grow in the north-eastern region are needed to be conserved, commercially cultivated and value added for making them a source of livelihood. 

Probe panel indicts then DGP Ranju Das
Guwahati : The committee headed by the then Principal Secretary, Planning & Development Department and Lower Assam Division Commissioner, Dr Surajit Mitra, to esquire into the Rs 72-lakh bullet-proof jacket purchase scandal of the Assam Police, has identified the then DGP, Mr Ranju Das as the Kingpin behind the entire fraudulent deal. 

Assignment for PK Bora
Guwahati : Former Assam Chief Secretary PK Bora was on 7th August given the charge of the Director of Assam Administration Staff College replacing Chief Minister's Commissioner-cum-secretary MGVK Bhanu from the post. 

News on 7th August '2002 

Crops worth Rs 243 cr damaged in floods 

Guwahati : The current wave of floods caused havoc among the farmers of the State and the total value of the crops damaged so far has been estimated to the tune of Rs 243.94 crore.

The Director of Agriculture , Dr MM Kalita said that according to the estimate prepared so far, the current wave of floods affected 6,77,999 families of farmers of 7142 villages in 19 districts of the State. He said that more than seven hectares of crop land has been affected. Giving a detailed account of the crops submerged in floods so far this year, Dr Kalita revealed that upto July 31,53,313 hectares of Bao rice , 35,395 hectares of ahu (regular) rice, 1,418 hectares of sugarcane, 22,458 hectares of jute, 27,635 hectares of sail seedlings, 1,93,933 hectares of transplanted sail, 24,736 hectares of pulser, oil seeds and vegetables and 3,44,112 hectares of uncovered crop area were submerged in the current wave of floods. However, he admitted that it is too early to estimate whether the State would face serious shortfall of rice because of the damage caused to the standing crops by floods.  

265 fall ill after taking prasad
Guwahati : At least 265 people took ill after consuming prasad at a temple in Majuli on 6th August, the world's largest river island .

Seven persons, including three women were admitted to Kamalabari hospital, while most of the victims were released after first aid. The rest were treated in the village itself after the problem surfaced on the evening of 6th August here over phone from Majuli. 

Gandhism only choice left for world today : Dr Vatsayan
Guwahati : Mahatma Gandhi had offered a model of alternate modernity. To do away with the conflict between culture and development, we must return to Gandhji -his model of micro-development, based on the principles of eco-balances, self-sufficiency, manual and cerebral skills, non-violence and ethical values of restraint and search for truth . He had spoken of equity without arbitrary equality and advanced self-organising systems of village communities, said Dr Kapila Vatsayan here on 6th August.

Dr Vatsayan, an erudite scholar, who has by now been regarded as an authority on Indian art and culture , was delivering the first Dr Birendra Kumar Bhattacharya Memorial Lecture on interface of culture and development at District Library auditorium. The lecture was organized by the Dr Birendra Kumar Bhattacharya Smriti Raksha Samiti.  

'NAAC accreditation to be accepted internationally' 

Guwahati : A series of lectures on "Innovations in academic and quality improvement in education', was held in the KC Das Commerce College premises recently.

In his lecture, Prof KG Bhattacharya, HOD, Chemistry, Gauhati University , and director, i/c Academic Staff College, Guwahati University gave his views and observations about assessment and accreditation, based on the first hand experience he gained when the NAAC peer team visited the University . Besides highlighting the methods of preparing the self-study report, Prof Bhattacharya stressed upon the fact that the very process of inviting the peer team to assess the institution was the most important step of all. This helps the institution to understand its weaknesses and strengths. A vital point to be noted is that an institution, which is a assessed by NAAC, will no longer be vulnerable to political interference. 

Applications invited for Rotary peace scholarships
Guwahati : The Rotary Club of Guwahati West has invited applications for the Rotary World Peace Scholarships which are offered to 70 candidates on a world-competitive basis. Applications are invited from individuals to pursue a two-year master's level degree in international studies , peace and conflict resolution at one of the following universities :- Duke University & University of North Carolina, USA ; International Christian University, Tokyo; Sciences Po Paris; Universided Dal Salvador, Buenos Aires; University of Bradford, West Yorkshire; University of California- Berkeley, USA; University of Queens and Brisbane , Australia.  

Workshop on organisational set-up of AJYCP
Guwahati : A workshop on the organisational set-up the Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuba-Chatra Parishad, Guwahati District Guwahati Committee was held recently with a day-long programme at Tetelia, Sonapur under the aegis of its Sonapur regional committee.

The workshop was presided over by AJYCP Guwahati District Committee president Bhabesh Baishya, who unfurled the Parishad flag at the start of day's proceedings. It was followed by swahid-tarpan which was initiated by Rabin Kumar Das, general secretary of Guwahati district AJYCP, who also explained the purpose of the workshop.

KCC's move to help flood-hit
Guwahati : The Executive Committee members of Kamrup Chamber of Commerce (KCC) held an emergent meeting on July 31 to discuss urgent issues affecting the people of the State of Assam.

In view of the worst flood situation engulfing most of the districts of the State ,KCC Social Circle resolved to assist the Government in all aspects for helping the flood-affected people . It was decided to hand over relief fund to Chief Minister's Relief Fund as an assistance in Government's untiring efforts to help the victims throughout the State. 

Call to defer MBBS, BDS entrance test
Guwahati : A group of students on 6th August appealed to the State Government to defer the MBBS and BDS entrance test scheduled on August 17 and 18 in view of current flood.

The students said that hundreds of students of the State were facing problem due to the floods and hence the state Government should defer the test for the sake of the flood hit students. They also submitted a memorandum to the Minister of State for Health and Education Sri Rupam Singh Rongkhong to take a sympathetic step in this regard. 

Road blockade by students
Guwahati : The students of the LC Bharali College on 6th August blocked the improvement of traffic near the Kamakhya gate demanding laying of speed breaker in front the college. The students also shouted slogans against the district administration for its alleged failure in resolving the demands of the students. 

News on 6th August '2002 

Death toll in floods goes up to 33 

Guwahati : Three persons were drowned in the Ghagor river in Lakhimpur district on 5th August afternoon, taking the death tool in the current wave of floods to 33.

Seven villages in Narayanpur area of Lakhimpur district were submerged following two breaches in the embankment of Dorpang river, while, five villages in the Naoboicha area were submerged in the Singra river changed its course. Due to incessant rain in the catchments areas, the water level of all the rivers in the districts are rising again. 

No Indian culture has independent entity : Dr Vatsayan
Guwahati : Eminent scholar Dr Kapila Vatsayan, who has now attained a celebrity status for her contribution to Indian art and culture as an art critic, on 5th August described the underdevelopment parts of the country as the repository of the developed parts. She was addressing a Guwahati Press Club function as the guest of the Press Club.

Making a dig at the efforts made by some quarters at describing the regional culture of the country solely against independent perspectives, she said that no culture could be understood against  perspectives that had been alienated from the Indian panoramic context.

APCC meet
Guwahati : Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) president Paban Singh Ghatowar will hold his first meeting with the members of the newly-constituted State Congress Committee at Rajiv Bhawan on 6th August. All the invited executive members of the APCC are also attending the meeting which will be crucial regarding distribution of responsibilities to the new APCC office-bearers. 

AASU urge PM to visit flood-hit areas in State, press for relief 

Guwahati : The All Assam Students Union (AASU), has requested the Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee to visit the flood ravaged  State as soon as possible. In a message to the Prime Minister, the AASU has urged him to provide adequate flood relief to the State for the greater interest of the people of Assam.

Mr Prbin Boro and Mr Amiya Kumar Bhuyan president and secretary of AASU respectively, demanded the Prime Minister to immediately release a special package from his contingency fund for the flood affected people of Assam. Expressing serious concern over the 'negligence of the Central Government' regarding the ongoing flood of the State, the AASU said, " When there are any natural calamities any where in the country, the Prime Minister rushed to the spot to assess the situation. But why it is not happening in case of Assam.  

BJP's delegation to Machkhuwa
Guwahati : A team of Guwahati City District Committee of BJP under the leadership of Mr Achyut Sarma and Mr Anil Singh, president and vice president of the Committee respectively, visited the fire affected areas of Machkhuwa recently. 

Bamboo resources in Assam
Guwahati : A meeting of strategies for exploration of bamboo resources in Assam was held recently at the Assam Administrative Staff College, Khanapara. Speaking on the occasion, the Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi said that there is ample business opportunity for bamboo cultivation in Assam.

Rs 3 crore dam sanctioned to save Hajo and its adjacent areas - Satellite imageries show Brahmaputra shifting southwards
Guwahati : The mighty Brahmaputra, throughout its entire 800 km course in Assam, is shifting towards the south , according to satellite imageries .

The Pune-based Central Water and Power Research Station's satellite imageries caught this astonishing development, said the report to the chief engineer of the State's Flood Control Department.

The river has started slowly shifting towards the resulting heavy erosion in the southern side in comparison to the northern.

ABSU resents Govt apathy towards flood victims
Guwahati : The All Bodo Students' Union said that the flood situation in the Dimakuchi area has taken a serious turn. This situation occurs every year during the monsoon season but till now no adequate step has been taken to prevent the condition. This year the flood waters of the Kalanodi has destroyed huge areas of cultivated land and have rendered thousands homeless. Nearly 200 hectares of crop area have been flooded and about 20 km of land have been eroded from the river bank. 

Fixing bridges, breaches our priority : Kalita
Guwahati : Relief distribution in flood-affected areas is satisfactory. There is no complaint on distribution of relief materials particularly of food materials. This was stated by Mr Bhubaneswar Kalita, Industrial Minister, while presiding over the flood review meeting of Kamrup district held on 3rd August . The meeting while discouraging the continuation of relief distribution in view of Government's fund crunch, decided to continue relief measures for another seven days in the badly affected areas of the district. 

Free coaching for students underway
Guwahati : A special free coaching for the students of Class X took off recently at the Karmashree late Hiteswar Saikia Memorial Library, Khetri, assisted by Hiteswar Saikia Memorial Foundation. The one month coaching was imparted by the teachers of the local educational institutes. The closing function of the programme was presided over by the Chairman Mr Debabrata Saikia and Chief guest Dr Hemaprabha Saikia, Cabinet Minister of Handloom, Textile and Sericulture, Government of Assam.

IAY & PMGY schemes within Aug 15
Guwahati : The Deputy Commissioner, of Golaghat district Dr JB Ekka, has directed all BDOs of the district to complete the houses constructed under IAY and PMGY schemes within August 15. The Deputy Commissioner was reviewing the progress of works of all the ongoing DRDA schemes in a meeting held by all the block and DRDA officials of the district. 

News on 5th August '2002 

'BLT men' threaten forest officials over timber seizure, fire in the air 

Guwahati : A group of armed men, who forest officials say were cadres of the Bodo Liberation Tigers (BLT), resorted to firing in the air and threatened forest personnel near Boko in Kamrup district on 4th August after their raft carrying a consignment of timber were seized.

Forest officials said eight armed youths in four motor cycle arrived at a forest beat office near Boko on 1st August and told the staff members present that they would be bringing in timber in rafts down the Singra river that flows along the office.

CIWTC conspiring to shut down Pandu port ? Workers say, yes
Guwahati : How long does a ship need to reach Guwahati from Kolkata ? Twelve days, or a month ? This question has baffled the officials and staff of the Central Inland Water Transport Corporation (CIWTC) based here.

According to several technical employees, a CIWTC vessel generally completes a trip from Kolkata to Guwahati within 12 to 14 days .The vessels were regular both in arrival and departure from the Pandu port till few years back.

Deshpande , Kakoti bag Lokapriya award
Guwahati : The Assam Government on 4th August announced the Lokapriya Memorial Award for National Unity to renowned social worker Nirmala Deshpande and freedom fighter and journalist Satish Chandra Kakoti for 2001 and 2002 respectively. This was decided at the trust meeting and the President of India, APJ Abdul Kalam will be invited for the award-giving ceremony which would be held in October at Shankardeva Kalashetra in the city. The award was instituted in memory of Bharatratna Gopinath Bordoloi, the first Chief Minister of Assam. 

K Saikia memorial lecture
Guwahati : On the 11th death anniversary of the first Assamese journalist killed by the ULFA, Kamala Saikia , a memorial lecture has been organized by the Kamala Saikia Memorial Trust at the Vivekananda Kendra's auditorium, Uzan Bazar on August 9 from 5 p.m. The first lecture will be delivered by Senior Editor of Indian Express, A J Phillip.

Pathak new DU VC
Guwahati : Leading physicist and former Head of the Department of Physics, Cotton College Dr Kulendu Pathak has been appointed as the Vice Chancellor of Dibrugarh University. The term of Dr Devdas Kalita has expired. 

News on 4th August '2002
Centre busy with drought, not floods : CM 

3-km embankment was all Assam Govt built in 2001-2002 !
Guwahati : Believe it or not . The State Flood Control department has constructed only 3 kms of embankment during 2001-02 to "save" the people of Assam from the annual flood fury.

To make things worse , the Flood Control department officials and engineers remained content with construction of just 2 kms of embankment in 1998-99 and 1999-2000.

Official document available, when several districts besides facing the flood havoc are reeling under severe erosion, said that the Flood Control department has initiated only seven anti-erosion and protection measures in 2001-01 and 1999-2000. Due to lack of inspection, several embankments, including the North Guwahati embankment, have been breached by the current wave of floods.

NCP : flood relief turning into Congress show
Guwahati : Even though the overall flood situation in the State is improving , the Tarun Gogoi -led government has been bombarded by the opposition parties with charges of resorting to "discrimination and petty party politics" in distribution of relief among the flood victims. The NCP has accused the government of engaging the Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) cadres instead of district officials in the distribution of flood relief. 

News on 3rd August '2002 

Floods wash away riverine island in south Kamrup 

Guwahati : Koltoli Pathar a riverine under Goroimari circle of Chaygaon constituency has been completely washed away by flood waters affecting 900 people, while a major portion of the more than 50 years old Batahidiya char was washed away by the current wave of flood of the river Brahmaputra.

Mr Bhubaneswar Kalita, Minister Industries , along with Mr Rana Gowami, MLA , Mr AK Absar Hazarika, DC Kamrup and circle officers of Chaygaon and Goroimari visited a number of char village's on 28th July by engine boat, and took stock of the flood situation, particularly in Saralpara, Batahidiya and Magua Bilar Pathar char.  
Veterinary dept gears up to provide flood relief
Guwahati : The State Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Department is geared up to provide flood relief to the marooned livestock population of the State. The Department has already deputed officers and additional staff to the flood effected areas for rendering treatment of the sick animals and also to extend cooperation to the civil administration in flood relief works, stated an AH & Veterinary Department.

According to reports received from the district and sub divisional Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Officers of the flood affected districts, a total of 9,44,816 livestock and 12 lakh poultry population have been affected by the flood . A total of 4,29,998 livestock and poultry have been treated for various diseases in the flood affected areas.

Power-to-panchayats notice soon : Bora
Guwahati : The State Government would soon issue notices to the departments concerned on the handing over of 29 departments to the panchayats in the State, the Minister of State for Panchayat and Rural Development (independent) , Ripun Bora said.  

News on 2nd August '2002
CM reviews flood scene again, Bijoya not happy with relief 

Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on 1st August made an aerial survey over the worst flood-hit districts, Dhemaji and Morigaon, besides several other Upper Assam districts.

On the other hand, Union Minister of State for Water Resources, Bijoya Chakraborty on 1st August met Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee and urged him to release more funds for the damaged rural road and houses due to floods. She told the Prime Minster that the Assam Government is resorting to a discriminatory policy is distribution of relief materials to the flood victims. 

Assam wary of backlash, awaits high powered panel's report on finances
Guwahati : The Assam Government may start paying only the basic salaries to its employees after September to tone up its finances. But all will depend on the report of the High Powered Committee constituted by the Union Finance Minister to offer solutions to tide over the problem of fund crunch faced by states like Assam, West Bengal, Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat and Jammu & Kashmir.

The High Powered Committee headed by the Union Finance Minister Jaswant Singh will submit its report by September 30. The Committee will assess the impact of implementations of the Fifth Central Pay Commission on pay revision on the finances of the cash-starved states and suggest possible mitigating steps. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi is a member of the High Powered Committee. 

New 57-member APCC team ready- announcement by Kidwai on Aug 5
Guwahati : Constitution of the new 57-member Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) has brought the rift between Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi and APCC president Paban Singh Ghatowar. Congress president Sonia Gandhi has given her seal of approval to the new APCC.

General Secretary of the All India Congress Committee (AICC) in charge of Assam Mohsina Kidwai will announce the names of the new office-bearers of the APCC on August 5. The new team will have nine vice presidents, 17 general secretaries , a few assistant general secretaries and treasurers, besides the president.

BTC will create chaos says ULFA
Guwahati : The proscribed ULFA on 1st August opposed the proposed Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) asserting that within the perimeters of the constitution there was no room for preservation of right to self-determination of any small group.

"Any arrangement within it will only create more political chaos that has been clearly reflected in the proposed creation of the BTC," an editorial in ULFA mouthpiece Freedom, which was faxed to a section of the local media, alleged.

Ulubari flyover : lack of service roads on sides may block access to residents
Guwahati : Nobody knows when the Ulubari flyover in the heart of the city will see the light of the day. Even if it is completed, the flyover will create nuisance rather than easing the traffic congestion on the G.S. Road. The Public Works Department (PWD) has no plan to construct service roads along the flyover. Without service roads, large number of business establishments and residents along the flyover will be cut off from the city in so far as access is concerned.

Centre asks FCI to procure rice from Assam
Guwahati : The Centre assured Rajya Sabha on 1st August that it would ensure future procurement of rice through the FCI in Assam. This was stated by Union Minister for Consumer Affairs & Public Distribution Sharad Yadav while replying to a question raised by AGP MP Dr Arun Kumar Sarma. The minister further said that it would explore creating storage facilities in inaccessible flood-prone areas of Assam which remain cut off every year during flood for nearly six months.

Bandh by AGP not justified : FINER
Guwahati : Reacting to reports that the city committee of the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) called a 12-hour Guwahati bandh on August 3 in protest against the rape and murder of eight-year-old girl Barnali Dey, the Federation of Industries and Commerce of the North Eastern Region (FINER) said that repeated bandhs on the same issue would not in any way make things better, adding that the accused had already been nabbed and the quantum of punishment would be decided by the court. There in no justification for the bandh.
GMC gate employee arrested
Guwahati : The City Police on 1st August arrested Narayan Talukdar, an employee of the GMC parking gate at Kainyadhara on the NH 37 at Khanapara for charging exorbitant fees from one Birendra Kumar Dubey, the driver of the truck (AS-01-7785). 

NDFB claims responsibility
Guwahati : The banned NDFB on 1st August claimed responsibility for killing five Army personnel in Kokrajhar district on July 30. In a statement, self-styled information & publicity secretary of the NDFB B. Erakdao warned the BLT " to shed all tries with the Indian occupying forces in order to avoid unnecessary bloodshed." 

News on 1st August '2002 

NDFB hit-squad had come from Bhutan, more strikes feared 

Guwahati : The Assam Police and Army authorities on 31st July confirmed that the killing of five Army personnel in Kokrajhar district was carried out by a group of NDFB militants who had sneaked into the State from Bhutan to carry out subversive activities before the Independence Day celebrations. It is feared that more such attacks could be carried out in lower Assam districts, especially in South Kamrup and Goalpara .

A top Assam Police official, after returning here from the incident spot at Durgapur, told that the Army team which came under attack by the NDFB militants has got wild that more than 20 hardcore militants had sneaked into the Bongaigaon and Kokrajhar districts from Bhutan. The Army column was led by Lieutenant of 2nd Maratha Light Infantry Joy Prakash Singh who was also killed in the attack. 

Dark days : halt in credit makes ASEB purchase less power
Guwahati : The Assam State Electricity Board (ASEB) has done it again- bringing in dark days in the State. Without going into the depth of the factors responsible for its huge losses, the ASEB has decided to go for massive power cuts to minimize its losses. The customers, as always, are once again at the receiving end.

The ASEB has stopped purchasing the required quantity of power from different sources, especially NEEPCO . Even though NEEPCO is interested in selling more power to the ASEB, the latter is not ASEB, the introduction of the Latter of Credit (LoC) system. 

Defy rebels, observe I-Day : INA veterans
Guwahati : Two octogenarian Assamese, both former soldiers of the Indian National Army (INA), have appealed to the masses in the State to ignore possible boycott calls by rebel groups on Independence Day and come forward to 'salute the tri-colour'.

Mr Umesh Chandra Devchoudhury and Mr Sridam Chandra Mahanta were speaking to journalists during the Guest of the Month programme of the Guwahati Press Club here on 31st July.

PK Datta takes over as Assam Chief Secretary
Guwahati : Prebir Kumar Datta, a 1967 batch IAS officer of Assam-Meghalaya cadre, on 31st July took over as the Chief Secretary of Assam as Pranab Kumar Bora retired from the post.

Beside holding various assignments in Assam and Meghalaya , Datta also served as Joint Secretary in the Union Ministry of Textiles. During his tenure as the Commissioner & Secretary of PHE and Sports Development, Government of Meghalaya , Datta conducted the prestigious Junior National Football Championship in Shillong.

Cancer institute tells patient : come in September ; 'I'll not be in this world by then,' says Begum
Guwahati : Arifa Begum (name changed); 42, of Hajo is suffering from throat cancer . She visited the B. Boorooah Cancer Institute here twice this July. Doctors advised her to go for radiation therapy. But , she is yet to be admitted at the Institute's radio therapy unit. She has been asked to came in September for the treatment.

Govt to probe C's security lapse
Guwahati : The Assam Government on 31st July entrusted the IGP(SB) Khagen Sarma to conduct an inquiry into the incident where Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi had to wait for over half an hour at the Army helipad at Narengi after his return from an aerial survey of the flood-affected districts, as his motorcade and security personnel arrived late to take him back to Dispur .

Guwahati bandh on Aug 3
Guwahati : The Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) has called a 12-hour Guwahati bandh on August 3 from 5 a.m. in protest against the rape and murder of eight-year-old Barnali Deb in the city recently. 

Dispur withdraws sanctuary status to Deepar beel 

Guwahati : The Assam Government has withdrawn the sanctuary status to the Deepar Beel and reverted it back to a fishery, triggering a fresh controversy.

Principal secretary of forest L Rynjah, in a recent order, reverted it back as a fishery under the Assam Fishery development Corporation, saying the sanctuary status had snatched livelihood of 400 families living around it. 

Octogenarian freedom fighter ill
Guwahati : Renowned freedom fighter and 91-year-old prominent citizen of Barpeta, Mr Satish Sarma, is seriously ill. Mr Sarma fell ill on July 26 while he was on his way to participate in a meeting . Local citizens and different socio-cultural organization are praying for early recovery of Mr Sarma.

Ban on use of engine boats
Guwahati : Anticipating breach of public peace and tranquility for using engine boat or ferry by any individual or fisherman during the current flood, the Additional District Magistrate , Darrang has promulgated orders under section 144 Cr P C prohibiting use of such boats with immediate effect in entire Darrang district.

PNB organizes customer meet
Guwahati : The North-east regional office of Punjab National Bank organized a customer meet recently at Hotel Dynasty, Guwahati , which was attended by more than 100 customers. The customers meet was chaired by Mr M S Aftab , general manager, eastern zone. In his address Mr Aftab welcomed the customers and stressed upon the importance of quality customer service to be rendered by the branches and also pointed out that one to the vital yardstick for survival in the banking industry was rendering quality and quick service to the satisfaction of the customers.  

Rotary Club's eye camp
Guwahati : An eye camp was organized by Rotary Club of Gauhati at Dharapur in collaboration with Sri Sankardeva Nethralaya, Guwahati , on 28th July . Around 200 patient reported in the camp, out of which 31 patients were identified for cataract operation and 64 were chosen for refractory correction. The patients were personally examined by eye specialist Dr Harsha Bhatta, medical director of Sri Sankardeva Nethralaya along with Dr D Das of the same institution. 
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