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	News on 31st May '2002
Fund utilisation - Centre unhappy with Assam, Manipur 

Guwahati : The Central Government is far from happy with the level of utilisation of Central fund by North Eastern States particularly Assam and Manipur .

On the sideline of the NEDFi seminar on Investment Opportunities in the NE, Dr PD Shenoy , the Secretary of the Department of Development of North Eastern Region (DONER) said, " There is lots of scope for NE States particularly Assam and Manipur to improve their performance vis-a-vis utilisation of Central fund." He said States like Assam and Manipur which was suffering from acute financial crisis, often tended to either divert the Central development fund for payment of salary or delay the release of fund in time.

Shenoy call to financial institutions - Improve CD ratio in North East
Guwahati : The Secretary of the Department of Development of North Eastern Region (DONER), Dr PD Shenoy on 30th May made an appeal to financial institutions to improve the credit deposit (CD) ratio in the North East to the national level within three years to facilities faster economic development of the region.

Delivering the key-note address at the first ever seminar on "investment opportunities in the North eastern region' organised by the NEDFi here, Dr Shenoy points out that Union Finance Ministry had issued directives to all India financial institutions to restructure their lending rates in the region and grant credits to self help groups (SHGs) is per micro-credit schemes. 

3 killed in city blaze 

Guwahati : Three persons -Raju Shah(35), Neda Shah(2) and Chiku Shah(3) were burnt to death and another seriously insured at a devastating fire at Harijan colony at Fatacil Ambari late night on 30th May . Eighty two people from 14 families were affected by the fire , which destroyed eight houses. Meanwhile Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi visited the affected families and assured them that the Government would take up rehabilitation measures for them very soon. The district administration has already a one-time grant of Rs 5,000 for next of kin of the dead persons.

HS(Sc) results by June 15, says AHSEC chief
Guwahati : Chairman of Assam Higher Secondary Education Council (AHSEC) Dilip Kakati on 30th May assured a delegation of the All Guwahati Students Union (AGSU) steps to announce the results of Higher secondary (Science) Final Examination by June 15 next. 

Fate of Ashok Paper Mill depends on excise duty relief
Guwahati : The fact of the Ashok Paper Mill, once considered to be one of the best paper mills of the couture, now is at the mercy of the Central Government as it will not be possible to run the mill without getting excise duty exemption from the Union Finance Ministry. 

News on 30th May '2002
Centre sanctions Rs 33 cr to boost NE exports 

Guwahati : Centre has decided to sanction Rs 33 crore for the North East in order to upgrade export infrastructure in the entire region.

Highly placed official sources on 29th May that the found would be spent in the seven State of the region to upgrade the existing infrastructure and the border trade points.

It may be recalled that the Centre has sanctioned over Rs 300 crore for upgrading infrastructure , of which 10 percent will be spent specially in the North East with an eye to give a boost to exports with the neighbouring countries. 

Foreign routes of ULFA identified
Guwahati : Foreign connections of the United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) are now well known facts but on the basis of interrogation report of the militants who were arrested or surrendered in the recent years, security forces have pinpointed more than 40 routes commonly used by the cadres of the outfit to visit their foreign bases.

Majority of the routes identified lead to the camps of the ULFA in the neighbouring country Bhutan, but several routes used by the militants to visit their bases in Bangladesh and Myanmar have also been identified on the basis of interrogation reports. Security sources said that taken advantage of the lock of counter-insurgency operations in West Bengal, the militants are using the North Bengal corridor to move between their bases in Bangladesh and Bhutan. These has been talks of launching Army operations in that area, but nothing has yet been finalised sources said. 

Guwahati on global IT map 

Guwahati : Guwahati was on 29th May put on the global Information Technology (IT) map with the Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, inaugurate the firstever international call centre of the NE region here this afternoon.

The International call centre is set-up by DSS-e Contact Limited in the NEDFi IT park in the heart of the city . The 300 desk call centre has already recruited 600 young boys and girls from the north eastern region. 

Eviction drive in Kaziranga
Guwahati : Authorities of Kaziranga National Park (KNP) started eviction drive to root out encrochers from the Park as a part of the Statewide drive launched by the Forest Department in compliance with Supreme Court directive.

Sources in KNP informed that the eviction drive was launched in the sixth addition of the National Park since 29th May in Maite and keteng chapori (riverine landmass ) and so far 24 cattleshed have been evicted. The eviction drive will continue till the KNP in made free of all sorts of encroachers. 

News on 29th May '2002
Centre to resume talks on autonomous State 

Guwahati : Union Minister of Home Affairs will resume dialogue on autonomous State issue with leaders of Autonomous State Demand Committee (ASDC) and its allied from the two hill districts of the State.

As per the schedule , Union Home Ministry officials team led by Surendra Kumar , Joint Secretary (NE), will hold talks with leaders of different organisations spearheading autonomous state movement in New Delhi on May 31 next.

Scholarship for artistes- Satriya gets Govt recognition
Guwahati : The Government of India on 28th May formally announced its decision to recognise Satriya dance as a major Indian dance from in matters of granting scholarships to young artistes of the country.

The State Cultural Affairs Commissioner , Sri J P Saikia told this correspondent that he received a letter in this regard from Sri V B Pyarelal, Director, Department of Culture, Government of India, on 28th May. The eligible young artistes of Satriya dance will now be able to apply for the scholarship in the prescribed from on or before July 14. 

'Project Prahari' helping in improving police-public relations 

Guwahati : From a small beginning in a remote backward village in military affected Kokrajhar district , the Project "Prahari" of the Assam police is gradually being spread to all the districts of the State to improve police-public relations.

The DIG (CID), Sri Kula Saikia who designing the project 'Prahari' , said that the basic objectives of the project include making the law enforcing agency an integral part of the community development process, ensuring appropriate environment for people friendly policing and ushering in better police community relation . Under the project , villages which are either communally sensitive or terrorist prone , socially under privileged etc. are being selected. 

Train coach derails
Guwahati : A second class coach of the Down Kamakhaya Fakirgram MG Passenger train on 28th May derailed in lower Kamrup district. No casualty or injury has been reported. NF railway headquarters sources here said the coach jumped the rails near Baihata railway station around 9.30 am when it was proceeding towards.  

News on 28th May '2002
9 NDFB militants killed in encounter
Guwahati :Militant outfit Nation Democratic Front of Boroland (NDFB) received a major blow as nine of its members were killed in an encounter with security forces in the Mahamaya Reserve Forest in Dhubri district in the early hours on 27th May.

Police sources said here that acting on specific information received by the police , troops of the Red Horns Division of the Army ambushed a group of 10 NDFB militants near Bonshijhora village in the Mahamaya Reserve Forest area around 5 a.m. on 27th May. The militants tried to escape by firing at the troops and by lobbing grenades , but nine militants were killed in the half-an-hour-long gun-battle. One militant, however , managed to escape and efforts are now on to nab him.

Call for united steps to save Majuli
Guwahati : Speaker at a public meeting , who included Assam Sahitya Sabha president Homen Bargohain, on 27th May made a fervent appeal to humanity, and particularly to the people of Assam to work unitedly for saving the World's largest fresh water island Majuli and the unique cultural heritage of its people . The meeting was organised by the Majuli Surakshya Samiti at the Rabindra Bhawan here on occasion of its third biennial conference.

Union Minister Smt Bijoya Chakraborty and State Flood Control Minister Bharat Chandra Narah were also invited to the meeting , besides senior officials of the Brahmaputra Board. But, their failure to turn up became a point of vehement criticism in the meeting. Sri Homen Bargohain led the scathing attack against the politicians and the bureaucrats.

Dr Kokodkar addresses IIT convocation- Call to bridge R&D gap
Guwahati :The Chairman of the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC), Dr Anil Kakodhar has laid emphasis on making efforts to bridge the gap between research and technology development activities in order to get desired results.

Addressing the fourth convocation of the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Guwahati as chief guest in North Guwahati on 27th May, Dr Kakodhar said that the IITs of the should take a pivotal role in this regard to bridge the gap. " In the current fast changing liberalised economy , it has become inevitable that all of us recognise our respective strong points and special capabilities and use them to maximise value addition activities within the country," he added. 

30 child victims of violence awarded financial assistance
Guwahati : It was a sort of mixed feeling of joy and regret for the august gathering at Vivekananda Kendra auditorium here on 27th May while they witnessed presentation of direct financial assistance to 30 child victims of violence from Kamrup district under the aegis of Aashwas, the project that presents the humane face of Assam Police. 

Accreditation to 3 NE universities
Guwahati : The National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC), an autonomous institution of the University Grants Commission , accredited three universities of the north-eastern region on May 15. These are Dibrugarh University , Tripura University and Arunachal University, a PIB release on 27th May . Dibrughar and Arunachal universities have been graded 'B' under the new grading pattern and Tripura University has been conferred with a C+ grading.

News on 27th May '2002
Delay in solving Bodo Problem - 'BLT cadres getting frustrated' 

Guwahati : The delay on solving the Bodo problem has resulted in disillusionment and frustration among the Bodo people , particularly among the cadres of the Bodo Liberation Tiger (BLT) involved in peace negotiations with the Government of India , said Member of the Parliament, Sri Urkhau Gwra Brahma.

Sri Brahma pointed out that the Bodo mass organisations including the ABSU has been extending full support to the ongoing peace talks. However, He admitted that it would be difficult for the democratic organisations to continue supporting the peace talks if the State and Central Governments fail to take effective steps for the solution of the problem. An executive committee meeting of the ABSU will be held on Kokrajhar on 27th May to discuss the future course of action.

Cancer Institute sans director since 2000
Guwahati : Despite demand from various quarters for immediate filling up of the post of director of the B Borooah Canter Institute , the State Government is yet to take any step in this regard. The employees of the institute are disappointed with the alleged dilly-dallying tactics of the State Government as the post has been lying vacant since 2000 after retirement of Dr G G Ahmad. 

'Make pursuit of excellence life's goal 

Guwahati : Vice President of India Krishna Kant on 26th May made an appeal to the teachers and students of historic Cotton College to make pursuit of excelling their main goal in life. He was addressing the concluding ceremony of the year-long centenary celebration of the College at the Judges' Field here.

Describing Cotton College as a premier national institute of higher education which "enjoy well -deserved reputation for academic excellence as well as quality and character of its students and teachers , which was again a result of sustained efforts of generations of outstanding men and women", Sri Kant said that as stake holders in the College , the Cotton College community shared remarkable historical legacy . "It is upto you now to pass it on to the next generation ,well-nurtured and improved ," he said.

HC directive to govt on barrier-free access for disabled
Guwahati : The Guwahati High Court in an interim order, issued in response to PIL, has directed the Assam Government counsel to find out whether provisions for barrier-free access for the disabled have been made or not in the State capital complex under construction.

The PIL which was filed by Prasanna Kumar Pincha , the Regional Manager of Actionaid here, sought an interim order from the court to ensure "barrier-free access" for persons with disabilities to the permanent State capital complex under construction as per the Persons with Disabilities (Equal Opportunities , Protection of Rights and Full Participation) Act, 1995.

Australia keen to invest in state
Guwahati : The Australian Ambassador to India , Dr Herbert Traxl, who made a two-day tour of the city along with his wife noted Kathak dancer Sharana Narayan on June 25 and 26 , has expressed keen interest to explore investment opportunities in the State's tourism sector. Sri Traxl who was here to have a first-hand knowledge on the immense tourism potential of the State Tourism Commissioner, Smt Emily Choudhury , in this regard. It may be mentioned that Australia is renowned for its expertise in rope-ways and ice-skiing , and tourism in State in particular and the North-east in general can get a big boost with Australian participation. 

News on 26th May '2002
Cong failed to fulfil promises : AGP
Guwahati : At a time when the State Government in the State is announcing its 'achievements' in the past one year through press conferences by the Ministers, the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) on 22nd May alleged the Government miserably failed to fulfill its election promises and is working against the interests of the people.

The AGP president , Sri Brindaban Goswami said that in the past one year, the financial and law and order situation in the State deteriorated and the Government failed to fulfill the hopes and aspirations of the people. 

Move to start 'Project Tiger' at Kaziranga
Guwahati : With the tiger population showing a steady growth in Kaziranga National Park during the last two decades, the park authority is submitting a proposal to start a 'Project Tiger' programme within the sprawling national park to the Government of India.

The director of Kaziranga National Park (KNP), NK Vasu on 22nd May informed that the park authority was spurred by steady increase of the number of the endangered big cat species to go for a tiger project for adequate conservation of it within the park. 

3 NDFB ultras killed
Guwahati : Security forces shot dead three hardcore NDFB militants in various places on Nalbari and Darrang districts during the last 24 hours on 21st May . The slain militants have been identified as Priya Narzary , Urkhang and Thebla . The security personnel also recovered a revolver, improvised explosive device and some ammunition from the slain ultras. 

News on 25th May '2002
Eviction drive on in city ,474 houses demolished 

Guwahati : Continuing with its eviction drive, the Forest Department on 22nd May cleared 250 hectors out of total 670 hectors of land at Katabhari Kalapani, etc., areas near Garchuk under Fatacil reserve forests. A total of 474 houses including 15 permanent and 33 semi-permanent structure were demolished by using three elephants.

It may be mentioned that 55 houses were demolished and 150 to 200 hectors lands freed at Borduar in Chandubi under Kamrup West Forest Division on 21st May.

India ready for war : Ananth
Guwahati : Disappointed with the proxy-war backed by the Pakistan Government across the International border during the last several decades, the Union Urban Development Minister ,Sri Ananth Kumar on 22nd May said that India is a fully prepared to launch a full-scale war against Pakistan.

Sri Kumar further said that despite constant pursuance and pressure from international communities, Pakistan has not learnt any lesson leading to a serious problem.

"Instead of supporting the anti-terrorism stand the Pakistan Government is fomenting a cross-border terrorism across the international border," the Minister added.

Utilisation proof must for fund flow : Ananth
Guwahati : The Union Minister of Urban Development and Poverty Alleviation , Sri Ananth Kumar on 22nd May asked the State Government to submit its funds utilisation certificates in order to get regular funds from the Centre.

Sri Kumar said that the State Government could not produce funds utilisation certificates despite pursuance by the ministry, leading to a serious problem. 'We have not received any proposal from the State Government , Inspite , the Centre has sanctioned a special package of Rs 101 crore to the State,' the Minister said.

News on 24th May '2002
Woes of forest eviction victims
Guwahati : "We have been leaving here for over 50 years and on 23rd May all of sudden we have become homeless because of the Government's eviction drive. This is despite the fact that we have been playing taxes for eksania land for all these years", Sri Rojen Marak of Garobasti Kalpani lamented as his house was razed to the ground along with those 30-odd families in the area on 23rd May.

The Garobasti area presented a very gloomy picture. The People , including children and infants, were left stranded in the rain with whatever little belongings they had exposed to the elements. "Even now , we cannot go anywhere because we are too poor to afford it. They could have done us a favour by killing us," Marak said , adding "we are being made foreigners on our own land.

 Reliance taking mobile phone users for a ride
Guwahati : The latest revision of recharge voucher (Smart cards)rates by the Reliance Mobile for customers of Guwahati has given rise to widespread resentment among mobile phone user here.

The customers feel that they are being taken for a ride and made to pay through their nose by the Reliance Mobile which is enjoying a monopoly market here in absence of a second mobile phone service provider unlike in other cities of the country.

Govt responsible if BLT talks fail : AASU
Guwahati : The State Government would be solely responsible if the ongoing peace talks between the Government and the Bodo Liberation Tiger (BLT) fail to deliver the desire results, said the president of the All Assam Students' Union (AASU), Sri Prabin Boro. Sri Boro alleged that the State Government was adopting delaying tactics to divide the society and to keep the problems alive. He said that the people of Assam have reasons to doubt the sincerity of the Government on solving the Bodo problem. 

State's financial crunch to continue
Guwahati : The State Government asserted that it is not possible tot improve the financial health of the State within a year.

Strongly reacting to the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) president's allegation that the State Government totally failed to keep the promises , the State Government , in a release here on 23rd May said that the efforts have been made by the Government to improved the financial position of the State. The release said that to improve the financial position, the Government formed a committee for fiscal reforms, bringing in fiscal discipline.

Plantation Labour Rules yet to be amended
Guwahati : State Minister for Labour and Employment, Rameswar Dhanowan on 23rd May informed that the Assam Government's efforts to amend the Assam Plantation Labour Rules were yet to get the go-head from the Union Home Ministry.

The Ministry said since the Act in this context , Plantation Labour Act ,1951 was Central Act, to amend its provisions by any state government required permission from the Home Ministry.

GMC not to enforce new property tax
Guwahati : State Municipal Corporation Minister and Chief administrator of Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC), Anjan Dutta on 21st May informed that the corporation had decided against enforcing the new rates of property tax which would be subjected to revision. The minister said as the decision to revise property tax in the city was taken by the previous government , it would be reviewed by the present regime before working out a new tax structure .

He said it was an urgent need that the property tax which has remained same since 1979, had to be increased, but before that the GMC wanted to improve its services. 

Libraries key to development of society
Guwahati : 'What is the importance of a library for a society ? No, It is a key to development' , said professor Alaka Buragohain , a former Head of the Department of Library and Information Science, Guwahati University (GU) and at present a member of the grants committee of the Raja Rammohan Roy Library Foundation (RRRLF).

She regretted that in Assam, libraries have lost the proper orientation and thus have become store houses of fictions in the eyes of the common people. Library is the vital social institution for knowledge , in formation , recreation and research. It is an agency for perpetual self-education based on recorded knowledge and information . It may act as a chief support to an informal as well as a formal system of learning , she said.

Rs 101.16 cr urban package for State
Guwahati : The Union Minister for Urban Development and Property Alleviation , Sri Ananth Kumar on 21st May disclosed that his ministry would provide a package involving Rs 101.16 crore to the State during the current financial year for implementation of various schemes.

Former MP Liladhar Kotoki dead
Guwahati : Senior Congress leader Liladhar Kotoki who had represented Nagaon in the Parliament on four occasions between 1957 and 1977 , died at the Down Town Hospital here at 9.10 pm on 21st May following a massive cardiac arrest , family sources said . He was 89 and leaves behind two sons and a daughter .His body will be taken to his residence at Morikolong on 22nd May. 

News on 23rd May '2002
ABVP to begin sign campaign against IMDT 

Guwahati : The Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP) on 21st May said that the Illegal Migrants (Determination by Tribunal) Act should be scrapped and all efforts for preparing a National Register of Citizens (NRC) should begin in right earnest.

ABVP national organizing secretary , Dattatreya Hosabale, while addressing newsmen here said that his organization would launch a signature campaign from July and submit it to the Centre to press for scrapping of the Act. 

Empowered Committee plan ignored, say insiders - Fickle Govt pushes ATC to brink , banks shy away from giving loans
Guwahati : Casual off-the-cuff remarks being frequently made by the Tarun Gogoi-led government on either leasing out the Assam Tea Corporation (ATC) run gardens or selling them to private parties have proved to be detrimental for the corporation itself. No bank is now ready to extend loan to the ATC fearing that the latter would run away without repaying the loan amount once the process of leasing or selling the gardens start. Falling prices of tea at the action market is also a reason for the bank's reluctance to help the ATC to tide over its crisis.

Assam PHE Dept teams up with UNICEF to tackle fluoride hazard
Guwahati : The State Public Health Engineering (PHE) department in collaboration with UNICEF has chalked out a joint action plan to fight the deadly fluoride contamination in drinking water sources in the districts of Karbi Anglong and Nagaon, besides the Mathgharia area in Guwahati . About 600 habitations have been affected by fluoride in entire Assam, but no death has so far been recorded due to the fluoride contamination in drinking water .

Bus catches fire in city
Guwahati : In a road mishap, an ASTC bus and a scooter were burnt into ashes in front of Rajib Bhavan on the G S Road here this afternoon on 21st May. The scooter rider had a providential escape . The bus driver was arrested. Fire tenders rushed to the spot to douse the fire. The incident occurred when the bus hit the scooter. Both the vehicle caught fire due to leakage of fuel from their tanks.

Eviction starts near Chandubi
Guwahati : Forest Department officials of Kamrup West Division on 21st May carried out an eviction drive at Barduar Reserves Forest area at Chandubi near Boko. During the eviction 55 houses were demolished and 150 hectares of land was cleared from the occupation of the encroachers. One worker was injured during the eviction drive as a timber fell on him.

Hurt DSP to be shifted to Delhi
Guwahati : The city DSP (Traffic), Mr Ganesh Dutta who is undergoing treatment at the Down Town hospital after he was hit by an Army. According to police sources, Tapan Baruah has a scar on his face , but no such scar on his face, but no such scar is found in the face of the body.

BLT peace talks hang in balance 

Guwahati : The leaders and cadres of the Bodo Liberation Tiger (BLT) are totally disillusioned and frustrated at the delay cause to an amicable solution to the Bodo problem and the ongoing peace talks may head towards an uncertain future if the Central and the State government fail to take immediate steps regarding formation of the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC).

The BTC publicity secretary , Sri Mainao Daimary said that all members of the BTC are now totally frustrated over the attitude of the Central and State governments. He pointed out that the BLT executive , on May 15, decided not to participate in talks with the government if the government fails to show positive response to the issues relating to formation of the BTC. The persons representing the BLT in the talks were asked not to go for any talk without the approval of the BLT cabinet.

Ultras kill 6 in Karbi Anglong
Guwahati : Six persons including four of a family were shot dead and five houses set afire by militants late night on 20th May at Rongpibasti village under Kheroni police station in Karbi Anglong district rocked by counting violence for about a month now. Police sources informed that there were two children and a woman among those killed in barbaric strike by the ultras who also went on a rampage in the village setting fire to houses setting fire to houses of helpless villagers.

Although a combing operation has been launched in the area , the police has remained clueless about the whereabouts of the militants involved.

News on 22nd May '2002
State's debt burden Rs 11,351 cr - No Salaries without Centre's aid : Konwar 

Guwahati : THE FINANCE MINISTER SRI DEBANAND KONWAR ON 20TH MAY PRESENTED A GRIM FINANCIAL POSITION OF THE STATE AND ADMITTED THAT IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT FOR THE STATE GOVERNMENT TO PAY SALARIES TO THE EMPLOYEES WITHOUT ASSISTANCE FROM THE CENTRE .

Sri Konwar said that the debt burden of the State , which was Rs 10,600 crore when the present Government assumed office of a year back, now stands at Rs 11,351 crore. The overdraft position of the State shot up to Rs 1300 crore at the beginning of this month (May) and it now stands at Rs 700 crore.

The Finance Minister said that he had submitted a memorandum to the Union Finance Minister on May 2 with a three-point fire-fighting measure but till date, the State has not received anything from the Centre. Giving details of three-point memorandum, he said that the ways and means of advance of Rs 674 crore of last year was deducted at sources at one go and the State Government has requested the Centre to provide the advance again. He said that the second point was the sales tax arrear due from the Indian Oil Corporation amounting to nearly Rs 600 crore and the state received an amount of Rs 220 to Rs 240 crore a month on state's share of Central taxes and "we have requested the Centre to give two months share as advance to tide over the crisis," he added.  

Over 25,000 bighas of Govt land under TE's encroachment.
Guwahati : Tea gardens are encroaching upon more than 25,000 bighas of government land, resulting in huge loss of revenue to the State Government, said the Minister in charge in Finance , Revenue and Power , Sri Debanand Konwar.

Sri Konwar revealed that the Government has taken a decision to regularise the encroachment by giving settlement to the concerned gardens with the payment of a premium , which would be 200 percent more than the assessed market value . He said that some big tea companies have already come forward to take settlement of the land as per the Government's proposal.

Umesh Rabha award presented
Guwahati : The Chief Minister , Sri Tarun Gogoi on 20th May presented the Umesh Rabha Bravery award to three civilians at a special function held at Rabindra Bhawan . The awardees were- Jiten Gogoi of Sivasagar , Kumari Lakhpatia Rajbhor of Udalguri and Premraj Sarma of Duliajan.

While presenting the award, Sri Gogoi appealed to the young generation to follow the path of the Late Rabha . He further said that the State Government was trying its best to restore peace in the State so that the ongoing developmental work is not affected. 

283 houses demolished; NGOs support action - City evictions continue
Guwahati : Several NGOs have lent their full support to the ongoing drive by the State's Forest Department against the encroachers and called upon the people's representatives and the political parties not to interfere with the process of conserving the reserve forests, wetlands and hills.

The NGOs namely, The Green's Movement , Centre For Environment Education , North East, Assam Science Society , Gyan Vigyan Samiti, Assam , Abhijatree , ATMA and Nature's Banya Pran on 20th May , said that the conservation of the beautiful reserve forests and hills in not important for wildlife alone but also for the ecological balance and survival of the people . 

Poor also can fight injustice
Guwahati : Most of the poor people in the state are scared of challenging the injustices meted out of them in the courts as they are of the impression that moving the court involves a lot of expenses. This attitude makes them subject to more injustice.

But, for them , there is an act, and arrangement too. According to Sri B K Das, Member secretary of the Assam Legal Services Authority (ALSA), the Legal Authority Act, 1987 (LSA Act) was adopted by the Parliament for the ensuring equal justice to all citizens of the country as provided by Article 39-A of the constitution of India.

Under the provision of this Act, the National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) was constituted at the national level and State Legal Services Authorities , District Legal Services Service Authorities and sub-divisional Legal Services Committees were constituted at the State, district and sub-divisional levels respectively. 

News on 21st May '2002
Assam lowest puller of Central funds, NE Ministry puzzled 

Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi's claim of a resurgent Assam seems to have ended in a whimper. The Union Finance Ministry has rated Assam as the lowest puller of funds from the Central non-lapsable pool which has been created to sanction the implementation of development schemes for the Northeastern states. Tripura was the highest puller of funds from the non-lapsable pool during the financial year 2000-01.

Each Central ministry set aside 10 percent of its budget allocation for the started by former Prime Minister H.D. Deve Gowda.

Hire ships for restaurants in Kolkata : Dutta's plan
Guwahati : The Assam Government will utilize unused ships and open floating restaurants and shopping complexes in Kolkata soon . The Government has also initiated steps to increase the frequency of the commercial cargo service on the Guwahati -Kolkata- Bangladesh route.

Assam Transport Minister Anjan Dutta on 19th May told that there are 13 ships lying unutilized with the State Inland Water Transport department in Kolkata and negotiation are on with private companies to initially lease out two ships to start a restaurant and shopping complex. He said that similar kind of floating restaurant are being opened in Guwahati and a private company has agreed to take the ships on hire.

Delhi to boost Assam tea : Narah
Guwahati : State Minister for Flood Control, Cooperation and Welfare of Plain Tribes and Backward Classes, Bharat Narah on 19th May said that the Centre has shown a keen interest in developing Assam' tea industry on "healthy lines" with adequate flow of funds from the plan budget for implementation of schemes relating to productivity, quality , research , development , extension and market promotion of the beverage within the country and abroad. He said that the Centre's assurance came when an all party delegation of the Assam Legislative Assembly meet the Union Minister for Commerce and Industry Murasoli Maran in New Delhi recently.

Guwahati dying? Architects say yes
Guwahati : Architects in the State , under the banner of the Association of Architects, Assam, have expressed serious concern over the future of Guwahati city as concerned authorities are found to take the easy way of raising road levels as a means to tackle the problem of water logging . This, the Association says has generated an artificial demand of earth for filling in residential and other compounds that have been affected due to the rise in road levels. In turn, the demand for earth has lead to destruction of hills within the city and its outskirts. The Association also says that price of real estate has come down in areas where road levels have risen without limits over the years.

Gogoi to leave for Delhi with final list
Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi is leaving for New Delhi on May 21 with the final list of MLAs to be induced in his ministry, Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) . He is expected to return on May 25 after attending the day-long convention of the All India Congress Committee (AICC) . During his stay in New Delhi , Gogoi will try to get the list okayed by AICC president Sonia Gandhi .Sources said that the Ministry expansion would take place either on 27 or 28.

Assam Education Secy shouted out- STOP TRANSFERS WILL PUNISH
Guwahati : The Assam Government was gearing up to punish those officials who are violating the Guwahati High Court's order to putting a halt on arbitrary transfers. The High Court had ordered the government not to transfer any official unless he or she completes three years in service at one position.

However, the Government ruled that departments concerned may checked approval of the Chief Minister if any officer has to be transferred before completion of three years in public interest. 

ULFA 'commander' Tapan Baruah shot dead by Army
Guwahati : The banned United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA ) received a major blow when the Army gunned down the self-styled commander of the outfit's 28th Battalion , Tapan Das alias Madan Das during an encounter at Talpathar Majhgaon , under Doomdooma police station in Tinsukia district on the morning of 20th May. Acting on specific information , the Army launched a swift and surgical operation at the village to nab the top ULFA leader. The Army Jawans came under intense firing and after a fierce encounter Tapan Baruah was killed. One 9mm Chinese pistol and a huge quantity of live rounds and empty cases were recovered from the deceased's possession .The other militants who were with Baruah managed to escape. A massive combing operation is on to hunt down the other militants.

Gogoi okays non-stop eviction , Bijoya pleads for time, meets Sinha
Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi asked the Forest Department to go ahead with its drive to evict the encroachers from the reserved forest areas in the State as per the Supreme Court's directive. Gogoi instructed Assam DGP HK Deka to provide adequate police personnel to assist the Forest department officials to carry out the drive uninterrupted.

On the other hand, Union Minister of State for Water Resources Bijoy Chakroborty met the Governor, Lt Gen.(retd) SK Sinha and requested him to give time to the encroachers at the reserved forest areas before launching of eviction drive .She told that through eviction of encroachers from the reserved forests is welcome , the encroachers should have been issued notices before the eviction drive started at the Khanapara and Hengrabari reserved forest areas in the city.

Mishra : Gogoi Govt misusing Central funds
Guwahati : The Assam Government should publish monthly progress reports of all Centrally -sponsored schemes in the State clearly mentioning the works done and spent. The Chief Minister should also keep the leaders of various parties informed of the progress of works and cash spent on the Centrally-sponsored schemes monthly , and accept the opposition parties' suggestion if they are found useful. This was started by the BJP's national vice president Kailshpati Mishra, who is on a three-day visit to the State.

5 lakh vehicles , high pollution : Govt may opy for CNG in city
Guwahati : The Assam Transport Department appears to be thinking of going in for Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) as an alternative fuel in the city to reduce the atmospheric pollution level.

In a May 7 letter to the Assam Pollution Control Board , Mr Ramesh Jain, joint Secretary in the State Transport Department sought details of the extent of pollution level in the city. 

News on 20th May '2002
Govt Plan to resettle ethnic riot victims 

Guwahati : The State Government has chalked out a four-phase plan for the rehabilitation of the people displaced from their homes in the ethnic riots in Kokrajhar district in 1996 and 1998, and process of rehabilitation is scheduled to start in the first part of June.

The Kokrajhar Deputy Commissioner , Dr A K Bhutani said that at present about 1,80,000 persons belonging to 33,000 families are living in 54 relief camps in the district and the State government has decided to release Rs 2 crore a month for the rehabilitation of the affected people.

Dr Bhutani revealed that in the first phase of people , who use to live in recognised revenue and forest villages and those who can be settled without any extra security would be rehabilitated . He said that about 12,000 families can be rehabilitated in the first phase by payment of rehabilitation grant of Rs 10,000 per family. He disclosed that about 2,000 families can be rehabilitated per month and the State government has decided to release Rs 2 crore per month for the purpose. However, the money will be reimbursed by the Central government. It may mentioned here that at present the State government is spending Rs 90 lakh per month to provide relief to the camp inmates and that money would be asked once the camp inmates are rehabilitated.

Traffic system to be streamlined
Guwahati : State Transport Minister Anjan Dutta informed that Assam Motor Vehicle Rules , 2002 would be framed within the framed within the year in the wake of stepped-up- Pakistan-sponsored terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir.

The Transport Minister informed that although the All India Motor Vehicle Act was passed in 1988, a corresponding Assam Motor Vehicle Rules was yet to be framed.

He said the Assam Motor Vehicle Act which is being framed, is aimed at increasing revenue collection and minimising violation of traffic rules as well as implementing road safety measures. 

SAKP to intensify campaign against corruption 

Guwahati : The Sadou Asom Karmachari Parishad (SAKP) , as part of its plan to intensify its agitation "corruption by bureaucrats and politicians", has decided to launch a fortnight-long publicity campaign against corruption from June 1. Accordingly, the district and local committees of the SAKP will voice their protest through slogans , posterings and wall-writings. Besides, the district committee will also form a cell to entertain complaints from the public against corruption.

SAKP secretary general Charan Deka resolved to carry on their agitation despite the Chief Minister's stand against their stir. He also severely criticised the Chief Minister for his statement that it was impossible to root out corruption.

Creation of Central Library - Govt move to rename dist library draws flak
Guwahati : The State Government's efforts at creating a State Central Library simply by renaming the District Library , Guwahati have drawn criticism from library professionals here.

Founder State librarian Ram Goswami said that the Government should not rename the Guwahati District Library as State Central Library . For, Sri Goswami said , the status of both the libraries are different. The State Central Library is the apex body with controlling and policy making powers on administrative and organisational matters, over the district and sub-divisional , etc. , libraries , he said. 

A ray of hope for street children
Guwahati : Jahan was a nine year-old boy who lived in a slum area in the city with his mother, two brothers and a sister. He used to be a ragpicker and was deprived of education . However , his life charged for the better when he started attending the non-formal education centre run by the Guwahati street Children Project. He turned out to be a brilliant learner and was soon sponsored by the project to a formal school. He stood first in the class securing 75 per cent marks. He even stopped his younger brother Abdul from going to rag picking and had him admitted in the non-formal education centre. Jahan now wants to complete his high school and then go for higher studies in a college. He is very happy and grateful to the project for making a different in his life.

The Guwahati Street Children Project was started by World Vision, an international Christian relief and development organisation , in May 1996 with the aim of making a difference in the lives of the street children through health, education, nutrition and income generating programmes. The effort continues and on 19th May the project reaches out to more than 500 families and over 700 children living near the railway tracks of Gandhibasti, Islampur and Bamunimaidan areas of the city. 

News on 19th May '2002
NE cancer patients in dire straits 

Guwahati : The cancer patients of Assam as well as the other States of the North East India are facing problems as two important machines of the B Barooah Cancer Institute have stopped functioning. The machines -Linear Accelerator and Cobalt machine used for radiation on cancer have been inoperative causing severe hardships for the patients in the region.

It is learnt that the Linear Accelerator has been closed down by the Atomic Energy Regulatory Board (AERB) for its failure to satisfy certain mandatory guidelines while the Cobalt machine has been out of order for the last one month due to technical problem.

NE Education Ministers' meet - Centre should sponsor Operation Black Board
Guwahati : Education Ministers of North Eastern States on 17th May resolved to submit a joint memorandum to the Union Human Resources Development Ministry next week demanding adequate and extended financial assistance for education sector in the region .

Following hours-long discussion on 18th May , the Education Ministers of the region were in agreement that the Central government should continue to sponsor Operation Black Board (OBB), Hindi teachers and Sarba Siksha Abhiyan in the region besides modifying the Mid-day Meal schemes suiting the conditions of the region. The Education Ministers pointed out during the discussion that after Centre decided to discontinue financial support to Operation Black Board at the end of the 9th Plan, hundreds of teachers appointed under the scheme in primary schools of the region were left in the lurch as respective State Governments were not in a position to pay these teachers.

ACTA stand
Guwahati : The Assam College Teachers' Association (ACTA) has decided to cooperate with works concerning to the Higher Secondary (HS) examinations with immediate effect. The ACTA , however would refrain from participating in the evaluation of answer scripts and scrutiny of the degree examinations. In a statement, the ATCA informed on 18th May that it would launch future course of agitation after the executive meeting scheduled to be held on May 22. 

News on 18th May '2002
Over 23,000 bighas of govt land under encroachment in city 

Guwahati :Almost all the 23,191 bighas, 4 katha and 6 lechas of government land in Guwahati city is under encroachment. The city has in all 24,283 bighas of Government land which include khas, ceiling surplus and VGR land.

The city has two revenue circles Guwahati and Dispur . All Government , land under the Guwahati circle, including 110 bighas of hilly land in Kharghuli area, are under encroachment.

However, it is worth mentioning here that the official documents have treated 4,500 bighas of Government land in the city area unfit for settlement for its being hilly and also two ceiling surplus areas measuring 2,500 bighas and 1,397 bighas have been kept out of the list of settlement area for their being hilly and under litigation .

The Hengrabari Reserved Forest (RF) area, in which the State Forest Department is continuing its drive to free the forest area from encroachers, since 16th May, was notified on June 29, 1966. The total area of the Hengrabari RF is 2877.6 acres which include the villages of Hengrabari , Hengrabari No. 2, Madgharia and Madghari No. 2, Cadestal . 

Talk with ULFA - Centre should adopt NSCN (IM) line :CM
Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on 18th May said that Centre should apply the same principle to bring the banned United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) to the negotiating table as it had done in the case of the National Socialist Council of Nagalim (I-M) in Nagaland.

Speaking at a "Meet the Press" programme at the Guwahati Press Club , the Chief Minister said he had all along been telling the Centre to tackle the ULFA problem on the lines of its policy on the NSCN (I-M).

He also inaugurated the Press Club website www.guwahatipressclub.com prior to his speech.

While reiterating that he was committed to providing the people with a transparent , accountable , responsive and efficient Government , Sri Gogoi cited some achievements of his government on the eve of its completion of one year on 18th May . He said the Government has given top priority to rural development and accordingly, various schemes are under way to give a boost to the rural economy. He also said peaceful holding of the Panchayat polls which witnessed a turnout of over 74 percent voters, was a major success of the Government.

SEBA announces new Academic Calendar
Guwahati : Making alteration in the Academic Calendar, Board of Secondary Education, Assam (SEBA) announced that summer vacation in Secondary schools this year will be from July 1 and end on July 31, according to a SEBA release.

The annual examination of this session will be held from January 2 to January 8, 2003.

The next Academic session will be from February 1, 2003 to January, 2004. 

News on 17th May '2002
Truce pact with UPDS likely :CM 

Guwahati :Chief Minister , Tarun Gogoi informed that cease-fire agreement between Karbi militant outfit, United People's Democratic Solidarity (UPDS) and Government of India might materialise as the process was in an 'advanced stage'.

Stating that the insurgency situation in the State had improved a lot during the last one year, the Chief Minister hoped that talks between the ULFA and the Centre would take place as the people of the State were yearning for peace and development. When drawn to newspaper reports about rampant extortion by DHD militants in North Cachar Hills and other parts of Barak Valley where N F Railway employees were under constant threat of militants, the Chief Minister admitted that the problem was there.

Eviction drive to continue : Gogoi
Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi stated that the ongoing eviction drive by the State Forest department would continue till all forest area including wildlife sanctuaries and national parks were cleared of encroaches.

Talking to the newspaper, Sri Gogoi said the State government was bound by the Supreme Court directive to purge forest area of encroaches and could not stop the eviction drive despite the resistance from encroaches or criticism from different quarters.

When his attention was drawn to the incidents where a couple of ruling party MLAs tried to interfere with the eviction drive of the Forest department, the Chief Minister said, 'Everyone should understand that the eviction operation is being carried out in compliance with the apex court directive". 

Service in rural areas - Govt sets May 31 deadline for doctors
Guwahati : The State government has set a deadline of May 31 for the doctors to joint their duties in the rural areas, failing which it would initiate legal action against them.

Addressing a press conference here on 16th May, the Health Minister , Dr Bhumidhar Barman , said that the 128 doctors have joint their duties in the rural areas so far after lying of strict norms by the Health Department.

It may be recalled that a couple of months back , the Health department had set a deadline for the doctors, but later it was extended to May 31 in the wake of shortage of doctors. 

GUTA to boycott examination duties 

Guwahati : The Gauhati University Teachers Association (GUTA) has decided to boycott all the examination duties from 16th May in protest against the State Government's decision to cut the grant-in-aid to the University.

A GUTA release said that an emergent meeting of the Association on 16th May discussed the minutes between the Chief Minister and the University authorities on May 9 and observed that the minutes did not contain sufficient ground to call-off the boycott of the examination.

The GUTA demanded that the letter issued by the secretary , Higher Education regarding the cut in the grant-in-aid to the State universities and the deficit colleges should be withdrawn and the previous grant to the University should be restored. The Association demanded that the State Government must immediately reimburse the funds already spent by the University for maintenance and salary of the Kokrajhar campus of the University. The GUTA is also of the view that the minutes of the meeting between the Chief Minister and the University authorities fail to clearly spell out about the payment of the UGC arrear pay to the teachers.

SC directive on encroachment of forest land to be carried out
Guwahati : The Congress Government in the State is determined to prevent any future encroachment of forest land, stated G C Langthasa, Minister of Forest , Social Forestry, Hill Areas Development Mines and Minerals.

In an official release on the status of forest land in the State Langthasa said that the best way to tackle encroachment and check illegal felling to tress is to adopt a carrot and stick policy . The masses will have to be enlightened via various social education programme on the positive as well as negative aspects of these issues. And to make the move practical , the department will carry on eviction operation to free the forest lands as per the order of the Supreme Court and the policy of the Forest Department. 

Eviction drive on city ,355 houses demolished
Guwahati : Continuing with its crackdown on the encroachers in the city reserve forest areas, the district administration on 16th May demolished 355 houses in the Lechubanga area at Haengrabari . The eviction drive started in the morning and continued till the evening. Many of the encroachers had already left their homes and apprehending eviction.

Meanwhile, a delegation of the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) led by its city committee president Ramendra Narayan Kalita submitted a memorandum to the City Secretary , decrying the 'inhuman' eviction drive. While reiterating that the AGP was not supporting the encroachers, it said that they were allowed to settle on forest land by the then Congress Government 25-30 years ago.

SAKP stages non-cooperation
Guwahati : State employees and officers , barring the IAS officers, restored to a total non-cooperation , under the banner of the Sadou Asom Karmachari Parishad (SAKP) , in protest against the failure of the State Government of release their salaries and unpaid salaries for the preceding months . They also voiced their protest against the failure of the State Government to settle their demands through negotiations.

The SAKP, its member employees and officers also staged dharnas and demonstrations all over the State support of the issues raised by the SAKP, coming out of their offices at 11 am. 

News on 16th May '2002
AICC to form 'watch Assam' cell; Gogoi, Ghatowar to be in panel 

Gravely perturbed over the possibility that the one year old Tarun Gogoi Government will collapse under the weight of its inefficient handling of the administration , corruption by several ministers, the growing disenchantment of the party workers, etc., the AICC high command has decided to constantly breathe down the Gogoi Government's neck through a high-level committee of AICC leaders. Ms Mohsina Kidwai's decision to form a State level coordination committee to coordinate between the AICC and the Gogoi Government has not quit assuaged the fears in the AICC high command, which wants to directly monitor the situation ,even while the State coordination committee is put up only to show that it is entirely a State-level business.

Assam ministers blow trumpet - blame AGP before first B'day
Guwahati : With barely four days left for the Tarun Gogoi-led government to complete a year in office, his colleagues have started blowing their trumpets. A series of press conferences are on the cards by various ministers to highlight their achievements within the year. As nothing significant is there to show , the Congress ministers have made the erstwhile AGP government their whipping boy, blaming them for all the "evils".

After PWD minister Sarat Barkataki , it was to turn of social welfare, Sports and youth Welfare Minister Gautam Roy to address the newsmen on 14th May. While Education and Veterinary Minister Hem Prakash Narayan will address the press on 16th May, Health and Family Welfare Minister Dr Bhumidhar Barman will talk of his department's achievements before newsmen on May 16.

Rangiya Rly div raised in RS
North-eastern Region Development Minister Arun Shourie cited charge of specification from ordinary district road to major district road, non-receipt of funds in the time by Assam PWD from the State Government and engagement of excessive number of contractors as the reasons behind the delay in the development work of position of Dhodar Ali Road from Kumargaon in Golaghat to Deberapar in Jorhat, for which Rs 9 crore had been provided by the North Eastern Council (NEC) . The Union Minister said this while replying to an unstarred question from MP Drupad Borgohain in the Rajya Sabha .Mr Borgohain also raised the delay in the work of Rangiya Railway Division in the Upper House and urged Railway Minister Nitish Kumar to release the funds immediately and start construction work.

Govt directive to Dcs, SDOs
Commissioner and Secretary to Assam Chief Minister asked all Dcs and SDOs in the State to inspect the reports that some sub-register offices are allowing the execution of deeds for transfer of land at rates lower than the market rates, official sources said.

Nibanuwa Parishad activists held
Paltan Bazar police arrested 24 youths of the Sadou Asom Nibanuwa Parishad on charges of extortion and threatening the management of Achates International Pvt. Ltd to recruit 100 percent indigenous youths. According to police ,a group of 50 youths came to the private company this morning and started assaulting the employees at Satribari area. 

September set as deadline - Govt to rationalise student-teacher ratio 

Guwahati :The State Education department has marked September as deadline for rationalising student-teacher ratio to the required level of 40:1 in elementary and secondary sections.

Addressing a press conference here this afternoon on 15th May, the Education Minister, Sri Hemprakash Narayan informed that a detailed census was being carried out with the help of deputy commissioners to ascertain the students and teachers' ratio in the school.

He informed that there were many school in the State where there were many teachers than students. In such schools Government would either merge these with neighbouring schools or transfer teachers to other schools . In case of schools having no students at all, the teachers would be removed to different schools before closing down the schools. From now onwards appointment of teachers would be made only against specific vacancies in particular schools.

Meanwhile ,the state Government has constituted syllabus committee comprising representatives of SEBA and Assam Higher Secondary Education Council (AHEC, Director of SCERT, and Directors of Elementary and Secondary Education). The committee would elicit opinions from noted educationists of the State before recommending textbooks for secondary sections.

NE education ministers' meet
Guwahati : All the Education Ministers and Education secretaries of the North Eastern States will converge in the city on May 17 to hammer out a uniform proposal from the region on centrally -sponsored Operation Black Board (OBB) , midday meal scheme and Sarbasikha Yojana (universal education).

State education minister Hemprakash Narayan informed that the NE states were facing certain problems regarding implementation of these four centrally sponsored schemes. Citing the case of Assam , he informed that the State Government would not be able to pay OBB teachers if the Centre declined to continue with its assistance. Similarly, State Government is not in a position to provide 'cooked' midday meal as per directive of the apex court as it involved huge expenditures.

Police to set up auto theft call centres
Guwahati : The Assam Police is planning to set up auto theft information centres in all the district headquarters of the State in  collaboration with the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) to prevent buyers of second hand vehicle from being duped by a section of unscrupulous second hand vehicle dealers.

The additional Director General of Police (CID), Sri RN Mathur said than an auto theft information centre , in collaboration with the NCRB, has already been set up in the CID headquarter. This is the third full-fledged centre after Chennai and Bangalore. He, however , admitted that the response to the centre so far was upto the expectation and said that they were planning to issue advertisements through the print and electronic media to make people aware of the centre. 

Fate of 16,000 ATC employees hangs in balance
The fate of over 16,000 employees of the Assam Tea Corporation (ATC) hangs in balance as it has incurred huge losses. The situation of the corporation has reached such a magnitude that the authorities are yet to clear the salaries of the employees for the last several months.

The ATC was set up with 14 tea gardens scattered over six districts-Nagaon , Goalpara, Jorhat, Sivasagar , Sonitpur and Karimganj, with an eye on boosting the tea sector and providing employment to the youths of the State. But now, most of the gardens of the ATC are in dire straits due to political interference and lack of initiative of the successive government.

According to official sources , apart from some gardens of other four districts have been running at huge losses and last year it touched a total of Rs 23 crore.

Increase oil products in State - KONWAR TAPS OIL COS
Guwahati : The cash-strapped Assam Government appears to have set its eyes on oil companies. State Finance Minister Devananda Konwar has sent an SOS to Union Minister for Petroleum & Natural Gas Ram Naik demanding a substantial enhancement of income flow to the Assam Government from exploration of oil and gas by national oil companies within the State.

The Assam Government is even ready to spare a senior officer with a single point responsibility to address all the problems of the oil companies so that their exploration and production programmes continue at full pace.

Adivasis lend war cry against BTC in city rally
Guwahati : Hundreds of Adivasis threatened to launch a 'war' against the formation of the proposed Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) , at a rally here on 15th May. The president of the All Adivasi students' Union (AASA), Justin Lakhara questioned the All Assam Students' Union and Axom Xahitya Xabha if there is any guarantee that the after the formation of BTC, and Bodo Liberation Tiger (BLT) and ABSU won't demand for a separate Bodo state . The formation of the BTC won't bring peace to the Bodo territory because only 18 percent of the Bodo people will try to rule over 82 percent of non-Bodos in the area, he said.

The AASA president criticized the Congress, AGP and other parties in the State and hinted that for the interest of the Adivasis again take up arms, the Government will be solely responsible.

Ministry expansion : when Cong leaders play spoilers
Guwahati : As an interesting sideshow to the much-hyped ministry expansion issue in Assam, several ministers and MLAs are engaged in a real fight among themselves to bar entry of new faces who could pose a potential threat to their political career in their respective constituencies. According to the APCC sources here , the lobbying for berths in the ministry has also been to bar entry of such MLAs into the ministry and not just the campaign by individual MLAs for the berths.

Sources cited the instance of Health Minister Dr Bhumidhar Barman , who is the only representative in the Ministry from Nalbari district, lobbying to bar the entry of the Dharampur MLA, Mr Nilamani Sen Deka into the ministry because he could emerged as a potential threat to him in future. Dr Barman , who has represented Dharampur constituency earlier, shifted to Borkhetri constituency after he was defeated by AGP's Chandra Mohan Patowary. But in the elections, Mr Deka defeated Mr Patowary and made it to the Assembly. Similarly , only Mr Dismal Hussar represents Barite district in the Ministry on 15th May.

Minor shake-up in police admin
Guwahati : In a minor shake-up in the Assam Police administration , Kamrup SP Dr LR Bishnoy has been posted as the SP ,Border, and 1st APTF Commandant Mukesh Agarwala has been given the charge of SP , Kamrup. While Lakhimpur SP, SN Singh has been posted as Barpeta SP, SP Hiren Nath of Economic Offence Investigation Bureau has been posted as Lakhimpur SP. 

News on 15th May '2002
Evaluation of answer scripts - AHSEC seeks retired teachers' help 

The Assam Higher Secondary Education Council (AHSEC) has decided to take the services of the retired college and higher secondary school teachers to evaluate the answer scripts of the Higher Secondary examination , which concluded on March 15 last. The Council has been forced to take such a step in view of the ongoing agitation by the College teachers in protest against the State Government's move to cut the grant to the colleges.

The chairman of the Council ,Sri DK Kakati said that though the Council decided to request the retired college and higher secondary school teachers to evaluate the answer scripts, it would be difficult to get the help of sufficient number of retired teachers to do the job on time. He admitted that under the present circumstances, it would be impossible for the council to announce the results on time to enable the students of the State to try and get admission in the technical and other educational institutions in other parts of the country. 

City traffic DSP injured in road accident
Guwahati :The City DSP (Traffic), Sri Ganesh Chandra Dutta was seriously injured when a speeding Army vehicle knocked him down in front of the Rajiv Bhavan near ABC at about 10-25 am on 14th May. He was in traffic control duty when the accident took place .He was rushed top the Downtown Hospital with multiple head injuries and is being kept at the Intensive Care Unit (ICU) under artificial ventilation in a critical condition.

Meanwhile , police has arrested the driver of the Army vehicle Kunvar Singh. 

A strange way to have a State Central Library ! 

Guwahati : The State Government has decided to 'rename' the District Library . However , the Government notification issued in this connection made it clear that this renaming would be 'without modification of the pay scale of any post therein'.

The notification (No AR 35/2000/1, dated Dispur, the 14th August/2001) said that this step was taken in the 'interest of public service'. It also did not mention anything about a separate District Library. 

The Government decision however is viewed as a queer one by the conscious circles here. Several circles here have been resenting the fact that since the 1970s the State is not having its State Central Library. But, the state Government without going for serious steps to set up a State Central Library has gone for 'renaming' the District Library at Guwahati as the State Central Library.

It is learnt that the State Directories of Library Services , about 11 years back proposed to the State Government as the State Central Library .

Murder case filed
Guwahati : The Kamrup police has registered a murder case against Mukunda Kakati, the officer-in-charge of Gauripur Police outpost under North Guwahati police station following the death of a retired DSP in police custody on 14th May, said the Kamrup superintendent of police, Sri LR Bishnoi. Sri Bishnoi said that Kakati is now absconding . Two constables have also been suspended in this connection . The Additional Superintendent of Police has been directed to carry out a thorough investigation into the unfortunate incident.

Explosion
Guwahati : At least 10 persons were injured in an explosion followed by a shootout in Gauripur town in Dhubri district at around 9 pm night on 14th May. The explosion took place near Rana Hotel in which at least 8 persons were injured which was followed by an attack on a group of surrendered ULFA men. Two youths including a SULFA man received bullet injuries. However , they are stated to be out of danger. 

News on 14th May '2002
Former DSP dies in police assault 

Guwahati :A retired police officer, Sri Debendra Nath Deka , promoted to the rank of DSP before his voluntary retirement and a resident of Srinagar area of Christan Basti in Guwahati was allegedly beaten to death by the OC and his aides of Gauripur police outpost here at about 9.30 am on 13th May, according to hundreds of eyewitness who gathered near the outpost.

According to the eyewitness, the 58-year-old retired police officer entered the police outpost to seek release of his 25-year-old son, Sri Manoj Kumar Deka, a PG examinee who was picked up from his car on alleged charges of rash driving and later tortured brutally.

According to eyewitnesses who later thronged the North Guwahati PHC, the deceased police officer was mercilessly beaten by the OC, Gauripur outpost , Sri Mukul Kakoti , SI, with his aides. This was also corroborated by the tortured son, Sri Monoj Deka while disclosing about the incident to this Correspondent.

Cachar hit by ultras' activities
Guwahati :Proximity with districts and State facing serious problem of insurgency has made Cachar a vulnerable district and the terrain in the bordering areas also caused problems for the security forces.

Police sources in Silchar told that Cachar's neighbouring district of North Cachar Hills is hit by the activities of militant outfit Dima Halong Daogah (DHD) while several outfits including the National Socialist Council of Nagalim, PLA and UNLF are active in the neighbouring State of Manipur. The militants can sneak into Cachar by talking advantage of the terrain in the bordering areas. There was a time when the militants were quite active in the district , but due to strong anti-insurgency operations, the activities of the outfit have come down of late.

380 more houses demolished in city
Guwahati :After four days of eviction drive in the Bataghuli area in the outskirts of the city , the Forest Department, with the cooperation of the District Administration and police , launched a similar drive in the forest area in the Khanapara area of the city from early this morning on 13th May. Altogether 380 houses were demolished.

About 70 houses, including concrete structures were demolished in the Madhab Nagar area. Interestingly , majority of the encroachers in the area are Government employees, workers in the departments of DRDA , Veterinary etc. Five elephants were also pressed into service in the demolition work and the eviction party did not face any residence from the encroachers .

Govt bid to improve State roads
Guwahati :The State PWD Minister , Sri Sarat Borkataki informed that a proposal under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana had been submitted to the Government of India for conversion of the earth and gravel roads of the State connecting areas with over 1000 population to back-topped roads by the year 2003.

Addressing a press conference on the occasion of competition of one year in the office by the incumbent Government , the PWD Minister further informed that all damaged back-topped roads would be upgraded and all the earth and gravel roads connection area with over 500 population would be back-topped by the year 2007 under this programme. 

Swarnadhenu to upgrade local cattle breed 

Guwahati :The State Animal Husbandry and Veterinary (AH&V) Department has launched an ambitious project , called Swarnadhenu Scheme (The Golden Cow Concept ), with a view to upgrading the State's local cattle breed into a cross breed through intensive Artificial Insemination (AI) within a span of five to seven years.

The Scheme drawn under the World Bank-aided Assam Rural Infrastructure Agriculture Services Projects'( ARIASP) Livestock Development Component(LDC), will require an investment of around Rs 40 crore in the first phase of its implementation . The new breed of the cow (50 local: 50 jersey) produced under the scheme shall be known as 'sonali ', said the AH&V sources here.

Robin Bordoloi wants berth through lineage, lower-Assam lobby firmly placed - Gogoi in a fix over 'dream team'
Guwahati : A chaotic situation prevails in the APCC and the Tarun Gogoi-led Congress Government in Assam on 13th May over the ministry expansion issue , as the dust kicked up by AICC general secretary Mohsina Kidwai's two-day visit to the city was yet to settle , and the Rajiv Bhavan rumour mill started churning out all kinds of speculative stories as to who will finally make it to the expanded ministry, etc. During Ms Kidwai's visit, all the aspiring MLA's openly lobbied before her in presence of Chief Minister Gogoi for inclusion in the Ministry , as the Chief Minister looked on helplessly.

Ms Kidwai's reported statement that it would be different to let Mr Gogoi and APCC chief Paban Singh Ghatowar a free hand to run the show with their respective responsibilities, and her announcement that a liaison committee would be formed to coordinate between the party and the Government , have further accentuated and crisis situation and underlined the marginalization of Mr Gogoi in the congress scheme of things for Assam.

Illegal exports from NE put at Rs 600 cr a year- B'desh trade mission may shift from London to Guwahati
Guwahati :Foreign trade in the North East will receive a major boost as the Bangladesh Government has decided to shift the country's trade mission from London to either Guwahati or Agartala . A strong lobby consisting of leading industrialists and traders from North east are favoring Guwahati as the location for Bangladesh's trade mission.

The decision is part of the Bangladesh Government's move to relocate a number of its economic and trade missions abroad to potential countries across the globe for promoting exports. According to the decision , commercial wings of the Bangladesh Government in Pretoria, Kuala Lumpur and Canberra would be shifted to Paris, Singapore and Sydney respectively. The post of the first secretary in London would be move to either Guwahati or Agartala . The post which is currently in Colombo would be upgraded to that of commercial counsellor and then relocated in Yangon, Myanmar.

Why NE should have a separate time zone
Guwahati :Should North east India have a separate time zone ? Many argue it should have as the region is Geographically located in a separate time zone than that of the mainland India.

The time difference between the eastern most and the western-most parts of the country is at least one hour and thirty minutes in terms of sunrise/sunset. The distance between the two points can be covered by an aircraft in only three-and-a-half to four hours.

The country's time line is drawn over Allahabad to make it the Indian Standard Time (IST) from Baroda to Dibrugarh. Assam lies between 90-96 degree to 96 degree Longitude.

Bijoya resents 'forcible' eviction
Guwahati :Ms Bijoya Chakravarty , Minister of State for Water Resources , in a letter to the Chief Minister , Mr Tarun Gogoi, expressed shock over the manner in which the residents of Panjabari were "forcibly" evicted and termed it as an "extremely discriminatory and provocative" decision of the State administration . "I am not against the eviction of illegal sellers occupying precious forest lands," said Ms Chakravarty in her letter to the Chief Minister, adding " but such eviction measures should be carried out with due planning , precaution and forewarning.

ACSOA slam Government
Guwahati : The executive committee of the Assam Civil Service Officers Association(ACSOA) , in a meeting held here recently , expressed resentment in the delay of implementing the decisions taken , which were discussed with the Chief Minister , Mr Tarun Gogoi on December 13, 2001. The cadre review committee constituted by the Government in January was to submit its report within three months. However , no action has yet been taken in this regard. Also the promotional vacancies have not been filled up for a long time.

Passenger train jumps rail
Guwahati :The meter-gauge train line between Rangiya and Goreswar was affected on 13th May as the samastipur- bound Tezpur-Samastipur passenger Express jumped rails at around 12.30 p.m. According to sources five compartments of the train had jumped rail between Rangiya and Goreswar station. 

News on 13th May '2002
Ministry expansion - Kidwai hints at trimming portfolios 

All India Congress Committee (AICC) general secretary in charge of Assam , Smt Mohsina Kidwai on 12th May hinted at trimming of portfolios of incumbent State ministers when the Chief Minister expands the ministry within a few days.

Talking to newsmen here this morning , Smt Kidwai said , with only 17 ministers in the council, the work of the State government has suffered as one minister has to took after several departments.

She said notwithstanding the financial crisis plaguing the State "expansion of the Tarun Gogoi ministry" could not be avoided for the sake of enhancing performance of government.

She also informed that the Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) under the new president Paban Shing Ghatowar ,MP, would be reconstituted within the month.

'Evict encroachers from Kaziranga park'
The State government should immediately start evicting the encroachers from Kaziranga National Park, demanded the secretary of the Asom Gana Parishad legislature party , Sri Silip Kumar Saikia.

The AGP leader pointed out that even persons of doubtful nationality have encroachers into the territory of the National Park and according to reports , sometimes poachers took shelter among the encroachers. He pointed out that by the strength of the supreme court order, the government can easily launch an eviction drive in the National Part. He also demanded that the government should immediately launch a eviction drive against the encroachers in the served forest areas bordering. Arunachal Pradesh and Nagaland.

Sharp fall in export growth in NE
At a time when a centre is trying to boost export between North-East India and Myanmar in a bid to garner revenue , the export growth rate has fallen drastically in the region. The exporters of the North-east are worried over the prevailing situation as no big company is willing to invest in the region.

According to official statistics , the export growth rate between North east India and Myanmar across the Moreh border , which was recorded at 4.2 percent during the past couple of years, now has gone down to 2.1 percent only . The poor growth rate is attributed to lack of infrastructure , poor communication system and unwillingness of big companies to invest in the region. 

Karbi team to press centre for talks
A five members delegation of the Autonomous State Demand Committee (ASDC) , Karbi students' Association (KSA) and Karbi Nimso Chingthur Asong (KNCA) including ASDC president Holiram Terang , KSA president Ronald Killing and KNCA president Seema Ronghangpi will call on Union Home Minister L K Advani on May 13 to press for initiating official negotiations with the movement organisations to resolve the autonomous State issue. The meeting assumes significance in view of the Centre's recent proposal to the Bodo leaders for amending the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution to accommodate the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC).

The ASDC started that it was going to hold a three-day convention at Diphu from May 17 to commemorate its 15th foundation day.

NEDFi disbursing Rs 50 crore per year in North East
North Eastern Development Finance Corporation Limited (NEDFi) has succeeded in complying with the Prime Minister directive on disbursing at least 50 crore per year during the last fiscal years.

The Chairman-cum-Managing Director(CMD) of the NEDFi, Sri JP Saikia on 12th May informed that Prime Minister during his visit to North East in January ,2000 has announced that the corporation would disburse at least 50 crore a year. Through it meant 240 percent increase in its operation yet NEDFi achieved the target by releasing Rs 50.46 crore during 2001-02 "without compromising on quality of lending".

The CMD informed that NEDFi's net recovery rate for the year 2001-02 increased to 74 percent from 72 percent in the previous year while the non-performing assets(NPA) could be controlled to the extent of 98 percent in last financial year.

NEDFi website
The NEDFi website has been resigned to help users. Details of programmes and services of NEDFi , shareholder information , projects assisted , loan application forms etc. Can be downloaded from the website at www.nedfi.com.

Non-cooperation by SAKP on May 16-17
The Sadou Asam Karmachari Parishad (SAKP) has decided to launch a two day cooperation from May 16 to protest against the State government's alleged failure in releasing salaries of the employees.

In a statement , SAKP secretary general Charan Deka alleged that despite repeated demands, the State government is yet to take any step in this regard.

Meanwhile, the State government has decided to maintain normal functioning of the offices in view of the agitational programme called by the SAKP. 

News on 12th May '2002
Privatize ATC fast , give gardens on 5-yr lease, float within a week : Gogoi's fax - 

CM's 10-day deadline to fix ATC deal.
A recent order by the Chief Minister , Mr Tarun Gogoi faxed to the Commissioner and Secretary, Industries Department from New Delhi , asking the latter to work out a detailed scheme for handing over the Assam Tea Corporation (ATC) gardens to private parties on lease for five years , has astonished everybody concern in the department and the ATC, besides the prospective buyers of the gardens who have been negotiating lease deals with the ATC.

According to sources, the Chief Minister had on May 4, faxed a message to the Commissioner and Secretary to the Industries Department asking him to prepare, within 10 days, a detailed scheme for handing over of the ATC gardens to private parties on lease for five years, which prima facie was an impractical proposition . Sources said, no party will come forward to take over a sick tea garden with all the liabilities of the past, only for five years, which is the minimum period a new owner will require to set things right in a sick garden.

CM's assurance to GU authorities
The Chief Minister , Mr Tarun Gogoi, in a meeting with the Vice-Chancellor and the Executive Council members of the Gauhati University , on 10th May at Janata Bhavan, assured them that even though a 10 percent reduction in the statutory grant to the University was made, yet the salaries of the teachers of the university will not be affected in any way, as the Government would not be taking all possible steps to ensure normal payment of salaries to them.

Third phase of RPRS from May 12
The third phase of Raijor Padulit Raijor Sarkar (RPRS) will be observed as Santi, Sampriti and Samridhi week from May 12 to 19 , stated an official press release . The theme of the week is " Health and Hygiene". Members of self-help groups, Farmers Management Committee , NGOs, Mahila Samities are expected to participate in this programme . Special implemented for employment generation , marketing of products, education land settlement etc. In char , tea gardens and among the weaker section of the people.

MLA urges caution on 6th Schedule amendment
Mr Rupon Singh Ronghang, MLA in a press note issue here on 10th May stated that the Central as well as the State Government must be careful in amending the sixth schedule for the Bodos, so that the interests and rights of the people of the two districts are not adversely affected. He welcomed the move of the Government to amend the provisions of the sixth schedule of the constitution in response to the demand of the Bodos of Assam for recognizing their rights to self determination . He also urged that the people of the two hill districts, Karbi Anglong and NC Hills should be taken into full confidence on the question of amending the sixth schedule .

Ultras plan to target scribes: Army
Intelligence sources revealed that some militant groups in the region particularly , National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) is planning to target certain journalists who does not oblige the militants by publishing in their favour, stated an Army press release. This might take a serious turn for the reporters particularly in NDFB dominated areas. The release urged all media persons to take necessary precautions.

High Court meet on child rights
The director of Law Research Institute , Gauhati High Court, Dr Jeuti Barooah, in a press release issued here, informed that in order to commemorate the "Special Session on Children", the Law Research Institute in collaboration with the UNICEF, organised a function here on 10th May at the conference Hall of the Guahati High Court Bar Association. The Chief Justice of the Guahati High Court , Justice R S Mongia graced the occasion as the chief guest. Ms Carrie Augre, State representative for the UNICEF, Kolkata highlighted the purpose of the meet demonstrating the rights of the child. The function was attended by all the judges of the Guwahati High Court and members of the Bar and other High Court officials the release added.

News on 11th May '2002
Protest bandh at Panjabari area of Guwahati - 'Politicians instigated violence' 

The business committee of Panjabari area of the city of Guwahati observed a day-long bandh on 10th May to protest against the killing of Madan Kalita by policeman in the area . Madan ,a cycle mechanic , was killed in the police firing while the letter trying to control a group of agitated people , protesting against the eviction drive jointly carried out by the district administration and the state Forest Department .

The killing of Madan Kalita evoked sharp reaction among the people in the area as he was repairing a bicycle in the spot. "The situation could have been contained had the District Administration taken early steps in this regard", he said.

Similarly , Sri Ashok Borah , Sri Naresh Barman and Sri Madhu Ingti unanimously condemned compensation to the victim.

Asked as to why the situation took a violent turn despite deployment of security personnel , they said . " The encroachers were instigated by a group of surrendered ULFA militants and politicians.

State may get Rs 2000 cr ADB development aid
THE ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK (ADB) IS ACTIVELY CONSIDERING AN ASSISTANCE OF RS 2000 CRORE (400 US $ MILLION ) TO ASSAM . THIS WAS STATED BY FRANK J POLMAN, COUNTRY DIRECTOR OF THE BANK, DURING THE CONCLUDING SESSION OF THE THREE-DAY MEETING OF THE OFFICIAL OF THE ADB AND THE GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM ON MAY 10 WHICH WAS CHAIRED BY THE CHIEF MINISTER OF ASSAM , STATED AN OFFICIAL PRESS RELEASE.

The delegation had visited Assam as a follow up of their fruitful visit to the State in December 2001. One of their visit objectives was to finalise the Country Assistance Program of India for the period 2003-05 . The assistance is both in the form of loans as well as technical assistance. Before his visit to Assam , the ADB had discussions with the Department of Economic affairs.

During the visit , the team had deliberations with various Department of the State Government on mutual areas of interest for assistance. Deliberations of the three-day session revealed that the Asian Development Bank's programme in India include infrastructure, Fiscal Consolidation , Urban Development and State-Level Support Programmes.

Assam is the fourth State in India that has received the attention of the Bank after Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and Kerala . According to Polman, the State's geographical disadvantages had to be addressed by adequate assistance.

Reduction in grants not to affect salaries :CM
Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi has assured the Vice-Chancellor and the Executive Council of Guwahati University that although a 10 percent reduction in the statutory grant to the University have to be made, the payment of the salaries to the University teachers would not be affected in any way as the State Government would be talking all possible measures to ensure normal payment of salaries of them, said an official press release here on 10th May.

The Chief Minister was holding a meeting with the Vice-Chancellor and the Executive Council members of Gauhati University on 10th May at Janata Bhavan.

Mizo CM meets Muivah, Swu ; Bangkok meet backs peace
Seventy three Naga leaders representing different social organizations who gathered at Bangkok for a five-day Naga Consultation Meeting to strengthen the peace strategy have declared their total support to the ongoing political negotiation between the Government of India and the NSCN-IM.

In a statement, Apam Muivah, coordinator of the NSCN-IM's Bangkok office, said that the meeting that ended on 10th May endorsed the efforts of the Naga Hoho , the apex tribal council of the Nagas, the churches and mass-based organizations in the Naga reconciliation process to bring about understanding and unity among the Nagas to strengthen the peace process.

Pro-talk UPDS, Centre truce likely soon
The pro-talk group of the United People's Democratic Solidarity (UPDS), and the Centre will announce a cease-fire within a week . A pro-talk leader of the UPDS , said that the negotiation on the cease-fire issue is at its final stage.

On connection of anonymity, the leader of the pro-talk UPDS , has also appealed to the anti-talk group of the UPDS , to come forward for talks for a better future of Karbi Anglong. He also urged the militant outfits to stop fighting amongst themselves. 

News on 10th May '2002
Eviction drive-One killed in police firing in city 

ONE PERSON WAS KILLED AND SEVERAL PERSONS, INCLUDING SUB-DIVISIONAL MAGISTRATE UDAY BARUA, WERE INJURED IN CLASH BETWEEN THE ENCROACHERS ON THE FOREST LAND IN THE PABJABARI BATAHGHULI AREA AND AN EVICTION TO DAY.

Meanwhile , according to the official sources, the condition of Satgaon Outpost OC Dhirendra Nath Dev, Assistant Forest Conservator Mrinal Barua who received injuries in the incident, is serious. They have been shifted to the Guwahati Medical College Hospital here.

The injured persons also include four CRPF personnel, two Assam Police Battalion personnel and four forest guards.

The police authorities have picked up 28 persons in this connection.

According to sources , as per the directive of the Union Government , the State Forest Department has been carrying on an eviction drive since Tuesday (7th May) in the Panjabari Batahghuli area where forest land of considerable size has been under encroachment for several years. 

ACTA hints at calling off stir 

The Assam College Teachers Association (ACTA) representatives following their discussion with the Chief Minister on 9th May promised to consider calling off their ongoing agitation in the protest against the cut in grant-in-aid according to an official release.

The Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi during his discussion with the ACTA underlined the need for withdrawal of the agitation in the interests of students , particularly higher secondary examinees.

'ULFA regrouping in State
After suffering setback in recent months , the United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) leadership has initiated steps for regrouping of the outfit and local units have been specific target for requirement and fund collection , highly placed police sources said here.

Sources revealed that according to information available , all the local units of the outfit have been given specific targets for requirement and according to the target , around 200 boys will be required for Sivasagar district , while , around 150 will be required from Nagaon . Sources revealed that the ULFA has also changed the guidelines for the requirement and the outfit is in search of more and more educated youths.

ASI to take preservation steps on 20 NE monuments
The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has proposed preservation and overall development of about 20 archaeological monuments during the 2002-2003 fiscal in the NorthEast region , said Superintendent Archaeologist of the ASI, Guwahati Circle, Syed Jamal Hasan here.

The proposal includes provisions of gardening , pathways , boundary walls and structural repairs of the monuments , besides providing the sites with the basic amenities like toilet, drinking water facilities so as to argument the flow of visitors.

The monuments include the Dimapur Font built by the Kachari Kings , the Jaintia capital of Nartiang in Meghalaya , the Shiva Doul and Bishnu Doul at Jaysagar, Bhismaknagar in Arunachal Pradesh, the remains of a fort at Bhalupung , the Ghanashyam House (lone terracota structure in NE ) at Jaysagar , the Negheriting Shiva Doul and the Kachmari monoliths. 

News on 9th May '2002
CM hits at austerity drive - Salary cut for ministers, bureaucrats 

Chief Minister of Assam, Tarun Gogoi today announced that salaries and expenditure of State Ministers and top bureaucrats would be reduced in view of the precarious financial crisis gripping the State.

Talking to newsmen at Janata Bhawan here this afternoon on 8th May, the Chief Minister informed that there would be 25 percent pay cut, 20 percent cut on travel allowance and 20 percent cut on telephone expenditure for all the Ministers as part of the austerity measures being contemplated by the State Government. He further informed that the Government would put ceiling on travel and telephone expenditure incurred by the bureaucrats every month discharging their duties.

When asked whether the Government was preparing the ground for reduction of salaries and other benefits of all Government employees, the Chief Minister said the Government was ready to take tough measures if the need arose while trying the tide over the present financial crisis.

Govt-ACTA talks 
The Chief Minister of Assam, Tarun Gogoi said the Government would not allow agitating members of Assam College Teachers Association (ACTA) to hold the careers of students to ransom in their confrontation with the Government over reduction of grant-in-aid to colleges.

The Chief Minister , while informing that he would hold discussion with the ACTA on 10th May, said that it was not at all justified on the part of the college teachers to refrain from examining answer scripts thereby jeopardising the careers of "innocent" students.

He said the Government had already clarified to college teachers that there would be no reduction of grant-in-aid or pay cut. 

Centre should take initiative for talks with ULFA :CM 

Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi said although no headway had been made in facilitating talks with the proscribed ULFA so far, the door should not be closed for talks with the ultras.

He reiterated that Central Government should take initiatives in bringing the banned ULFA to the negotiation table as it had done in the past with NSCN-IM and Mizo National Front (MNF).

Dacoity
A group of six to seven dacoits entered the house of one Kunja Bihari Mishra (75) at JK Baruah Road near Rukminingaon at around 1-30 am on 8th May night and decamped with about Rs 50,000 in cash and some jewellery. Sri Mishra was also beaten up by the dacoits and was later admitted to Downtown hospital.

Meeting on AAU
The State Agriculture Minister , Dr Ardendu Kumar Dey on 8th May held a meeting with senior officials of the department and the Vice-chancellor of Assam Agriculture University and laid emphasis on restoration of normalcy in the varsity (AAU)campus, according to a press release. The meeting also condemned the behaviour of some students and asked their guardians to co-operate with the University authorities for resumption of classes.

Cong meeting
All India Congress Committee (AICC) General Secretary in charge of Assam, Smt. Mohsina Kidwai will have meeting with state Congress MLAs, MPs, office-bearers of APCC at Rajib Bhawan here on May 11 next after he arrival at 3.00 pm on the same day, informed APCC political secretary Sirazul Hussain Saikia. 

News on 8th May '2002
Private tuitions- Cotton sets up another probe panel 

In response to the explanation called by the Government on May 2 last on indulgence of private tuition by a section of Cotton College teachers , the Principal of Cotton College has constituted one more one-member enquiry committee to probe allegation of private tuition.

However , a high level source in the Higher Education Department termed the response of the Cotton College Principal not upto the expectation of the state government.

Vigilance cell
The state Government has decided to constitute a vigilance cell at the Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) to check tax evasion and revenue generation . The decision was taken to at a high level meeting chaired by the state Transport and MAD Minister Anjan Dutta.

AAU impasse
After a joint meeting held at the College of Veterinary Sciences , Khanapara campus, the student unions of the three faculties under Assam Agricultural University (AAU) , submitted a memorandum to the AAU Vice-Chancellor seeking unconditional release of the 17 students detained in connection with the Jorhat incident on May 2, besides withdrawal of cases against them.

15 Policemen killed in Naxal attack 

At least 15 policemen were killed and ten others wounded as the outlawed Maoist Communist Centre (MCC) and People's War Group (PWG) blew up a police petrol van in Koderma district, besides triggering a series of blasts on railway tracks in several parts of Jharkhand on the second day of their three day economic blockade.

Police sources told PTI that PWG guerrillas detonated a landmine planted under a culvert as the vehicle of the Jharkhand Armed Police was passing over it near Mathaadih village in Satgawan police station about 90 km from Koderma.

Fourteen Policemen, including two chowkiders were killed on the spot and ten others were rushed to hospitals in Ranchi and Kooderma in a critical condition.

127 feared killed in plane crashes
All the 112 people were feared dead when a China Northern Airline s plane crashed on 7th May night off the coast in Dalian, minutes before it was to touch down following a fire in the cabin . In another plane crash in Tunisia , an EgyptAir plane with 55 people aboard crashed on 7th May while trying to land near Tunis in bad weather according to the airline and the national news agency. There were at least 15 deaths.

AASU National Seminar in Delhi - State problems evoke concern
Taking umbrage at the inordinate delay in solving the infiltration problem suffered by Assam , speaker on 7th May suggested that the Centre should be put on notice on the issue and All Assam Students Union (AASU) should seriously consider reviving the anti-foreigners agitation..

A two days national seminar on "Infiltration of Illegal Foreigners in Assam and IM(DT) Act and Foods, Erosion and Economy of Assam " organized by AASU today saw former Prime Minister , HD Deva Gowda, Minister of State for Home Affairs ID Swami , eminent journalist Kuldip Nayar besides several MPs belonging to a cross section of parties express dismay at the constitution of the IM (DT) Act besides non-implementation of the Assam Accord. 

News on 7th May '2002
Centre's move save Kulsi dolphins 

Sharp decline in the population of endangered river dolphins, locally known as 'sihu', has prompted the Union Ministry of Environment and Forests to initiated action to declare Kulsi river, the only known abode of resident river dolphins in the world, as a wildlife sanctuary for effective conservation of the species.

Sources informed that the Union Ministry vide letter No. 6-13-114/2001/RONE/AS/2702-4 asked the Principal Secretary , Environment and Forests, Government of Assam to carry out population estimation of river dolphins in Kulsi river and consider declaring the area a wildlife sanctuary for effective conservation of river dolphins.

2 businessmen shot dead in Shillong
Two prominent businessmen contractor were gunned down by unidentified gunmen near the North East Indira Gandhi Regional Institute for Health and Medical Sciences (NEIGRIHMS) complex, which is under construction at Mawdiangdiang in the city's outskirts , around noon on 6th May.

A senior police official said that the two businessmen brothers Deepak Chandhoke and Vijay Chandhoke, who were sub-contractors for NEIGRIHMS, were proceeding to the project site when they were ambushed by the killers around 12.30 pm on 6th May.

Cottonians to check private tuition menace
Cotton College Union Secretary (CCUS) has decided to conduct an inquiry into the allegations of private tuition practiced by a section of Cotton College teachers and has made an appeal to the students of other colleges of the state to undertake such inquiries against the allegations of such practices by the teachers of their respective colleges.

The CCUS also made an appeal to the students and guardians not to indulge in the "tuition culture". 

High-tech devices used to trace missing MiG from Tezpur 

The Indian Air Force(AIF) has launched its biggest ever manhunt to locate the two missing pilots of the MiG-21 trainer aircraft that went missing somewhere along the Indo-Bhuttan border on April 20 . The IAF has started operating infra-red seniors to trace either the pilots or aircraft and magnetic devices to trace the wreckage and even satellite imagery of the possible accident area.

The magnetic devices , slung from helicopters, have been used by of the IAF to trace a part of wreckage or any magnetic material . Satellite pictures of 1 metre by 1 metre resolution are taken at several places with thick forest cover along the Assam Buttan border and inside Buttanese territory.

Decision on salaries after Gogoi's arrival
The Assam Government is once again on the dire strait to pay salaries for the month of April to its employees. Highly placed sources told The Sentinel here on 6th May that the government is finding it too tough to liquidate the overdraft of Rs 1,100 crore. The Finance Department is left with no option but to wait for some liberal Central grants to tide over the crisis. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi would be in an embarrassing position if his government fails to clear the employees' salaries before May 18, the day his government will complete a year. According to sources , final decision about paying the salaries for the month of April would be taken after the arrival of Chief Minister from New Delhi on 7th May. Meanwhile , the Sadou Assam Karmachari Parishad (SAKP) has decided to come to the street if the government fails to clear monthly salaries in time .

Exhibition on life of Sai Baba
Assam Minister of State for Home Pradyut Bordoloi today inaugurated an exhibition on "Life and Mission of Sri Satya Sai Baba" at Rabindra Bhavan in the city. The exhibition is being and presented by the Dibrugarh Samiti of Sri Satya Sai Seva Organization . It will be on display for two days.

Lightning strike at OIL
The employees of Oil India Ltd(OIL), Duliajan have launched a lightning strike on May 6 from 8.30 a.m. paralysing all the activities of the company expect the field activities , demanding refund of pension fund which is being collected by OIL management at the rate of 8.33 percent of basic pay every month since 1995.

Dhubri bandh
The All Bodo students' Union(ABSU) called a 12-hour Dhubri Babdh on May 7 in protest against the brutal killing of former ABSU president Laharam Basumatary. 

News on 6th May '2002
Fluoride contamination of ground water in the city areas of Guwahati 

There exists evidence of fluoride contamination of ground water in parts of the city .According to a report of the state Public Health Laboratory here , sample of the water of a tubewell collected from Birkuchi area in the city on November 29, 2002 , contained 10.3 miligram of fluoride per litre of water , while another water sample of ring well from the same area , collected on August 29, 2002, contained 1.9 miligram of fluoride per litre of water.

However , state Geology and Mining sources here maintained that there is nothing to panic about the phenomenon, while it is a common opinion of the water works experts that the city can get rid of the problem by relying on surface water sources.

It is worth mentioning here that fluoride in excess of 1.5 mg per liter , if taken regularly , may cause several types of fluorosis like dental fluorosis which result in discolourisation of the teeth enamel and finally the teeth being pitted , perforated and even chipped off, and skeletal and non skeletal fluorosis . Skeletal fluorosis finally leads to deformities of hip ,knee and other joints , while the non skeletal fluorosis affects the body's soft tissues like the ligaments, muscles, red blood cell, blood vessels, sperms and the gastro intestinal system, say experts.

Signature campaign
Veteran social worker Suchibrata Roychoudhary on Sunday inaugurated a 'signature campaign' against the granting of licences for liquor shops by the state Government. The campaign aims at collecting one lakh signatures within June 26 and on that day a protest march will be taken out to make the people aware of the evil effects of liquors. Lunching the drive at the Guwahati Press Club here , Smt Das , who is also the chairperson of the coordination committee of various organisations to fight the liquor trade , said that granting of licences by the Government for liquor shops on the pretext of revenue collection , was an anti social act resulting in the present-day youths going astray.

AASU seminar
The All Assam Students 'Union (AASU) is organising a two-day seminar in New Delhi from May 7 to find out a permanent solution to the foreigners' and flood problems of the state . An AASU release claimed that the seminar is being organised to mobilise public opinion to find out a solution to the vexed issues. The release also said that the members of the political parties and other organisations are likely to participate in the seminar. 

Mortal remains of Kirtinath Hazarika consigned to flame 

The mortal remains of veteran journalist and litterateur Kirtinath Hazarika, who passed away on the night of May 3, were consigned to flames in presence of a large gathering at the Nabagraha crematorium , here this afternoon . Sri Anjan Hazarika , the elder son of the late litterateur, performed the mukhagni.

Earlier in the morning , people started thronging his Chandmari colony residence to have a last glimpse of the body and pay tributes. Later , on the Nabagraha crematorium , the procession carrying his body was stopped at the Assam Tribune premises and the AASU office to allow to pay their respects.

Central team to probe misuse of DRDA funds
Worried over misappropriation of funds under District Rural Development Agencies (DRDAs) in the state, the centre has decided to conduct an enquiry in this regard.

Highly placed official sources today said that a Central team would visit the state soon to investigate the misappropriation and diversion of funds under the DRDAs of the state. "The team will visit several districts to inspect the progress of the ongoing schemes funded by the DRDAs", the sources said.

The centre's move came in the wake of complaints lodged by several organisations regarding large scale anomalies in the ongoing schemes undertaken by DRDAs of the state . Moreover, an all party delegation of the state apprised the centre recently of misappropriation of funds .

The sources further stated that the Central team would meet senior officials of the state involved in implementing the schemes.

It may be recalled that during the last couple of years a huge amount of funds granted by the centre for implementing schemes for the rural people has been misappropriated or diverted for which the schemes have suffered a serious setback. Similarly , the, introduced for the farmers by the centre could not be carried out by the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP-led) Government. 

Stalemate in AAU continues, hostels vacated
Following the decision of the Assam Agricultural University (AAU) to close down , all the hostels as well as the University campus were vacated with affect from 6 pm on May 3. ,Stated official sources here . The situation at the Jorhat campus is under control as no one is allowed to stay inside .

Over 12 lakh aliens entered Assam during 1951-91
The size of migration of people of Assam between 1951 and 1991 was 28,75,492 and of this , the size of the illegal foreign migrants to the state , during the period , was 12,98,754 , This was revealed by a study conducted by the Omeo Kumar Das Institute of Social Change and Development (OKDISCD) here.

The study entitled "Migration to Assam :1951-1991 ", was conducted by a team experts comprising Prof. Atul Goswami , Prof. Homeswar Goswami and Dr Anil Saikia on behalf of the OKDISCD. The study , however , revealed that during the said period the estimated number of total foreign migrants who entered the state was 19,83,755 and of them, 6,85,001 were illegal migrants as they reported their place of birth.

The OKDISCD undertook the study with the primary objective of providing a scientific explanation of the growth of population in the state during 1951-1991 in terms of various components of population growth , viz , fertility , mortality and migration , with focus on migration. The exercise was carried out decade wise and age group wise.

This was done so as to set at rest the speculations on the issue of the actual size of inter-state as well as international migrants to the state between 1951 and 1991. 

News on 5th May '2002 

Editor Prosecutes GL Publications 
Mr. D. N. Bezboruah ,editor of The Sentinel , today filed criminal cases for defamation under sections 500 and 501 of the Indian Penal Code against Mr G.L. Agarwalla and Mr K.K. Purkayastha and the Editor, Printer and Times and Amar Asom, as also the Executive Editor of Amar Asom, for a libellous and defamatory front page editorial in the North East Times of April 10, 2001 and a front page article in Amar Asom of the same date also jointly authored by Mr G.L.Agarwalla and Mr K K Purkayastha

Defaming Mr D.N. Bezboruah , his son Mr. Bhaskar Bezboruah and his daughter Ms Maitreyi Bezboruahroy with totally false imputations. The Defamation case was filed in the court of the chief Judicial Magistrate, Kamrup , who took cognizance of the offences and issued summonses against the accused persons for their appearance. The case was conducted by Mr. P.C. Borpujari , Advocate, who was assist by advocate Mr B K Singh , Mr A K Choudhury and Ms R.B. Deb.   

Teachers continue to take private tuition 
The issue of private tuition by a section of Cotton College teachers has reached a breaking point . While college principal Ramcharan Thakuria has asked vice principal Jyotimoy Medhi to probe the matter and submit a preliminary report, Prof. Deven Dutta who recently retired as the vice principal submitted a separate file to the principal exposing several teachers of the college who are restoring to the practice of private tuition despite a blanket ban by the Assam Government. Dutta in the separate file submitted on March 30 , also indicate several teachers for violating the rule of the University Grants Commission (UGC) of attending the college at least for five hours everyday. 
News on 4th May '2002
Kirthinath Hazarika passes away  
Eminent journalist and former president of the Axom Xahitya Xabha (AXX) Kirti Nath Hazarika passed away at down town Hospital here this evening . He was 77.

Hazarika was admitted to the hospital this morning after he had suffered a stroke due to high blood pressure . He was in deep coma before his expiry.

Born at Amolapatty on July 22, 1925 Hazarika did his schooling in Golaghat district . he passed B. Sc examination from Murari Chand college ,Sylhet in 1945.

He started his journalistic career soon after completing his graduation . He joined Dainik Asom as sub editor in 1946. He become the editor of Natun Asomiya in 1949 . He remained as the editor of the daily till 1956.

He became the editor of Dainik Asom in 1965 and retired from the Assam Tribune Group of newspapers in 1986. He again joined Dainik Asom as the Chief Editor in 1995.

SAKP demo against 'coffer-loot' rocks Dispur
Assam teachers and employees under the banner of Sadou Asom Karmachari Parishad (SAKP) today observed the anti-coffer loot day. Thousands of employees and teachers across the State came out to the streets and shouted slogans against the ministers, MLAs and bureaucrats who are involved in rampant siphoning off the state exchequer . They also demanded punishment for the corrupt ministers and officials by Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi. 
News on 3rd May  '2002
Tornado at 100 km speed may hit Assam - Pre-dawn squall cripples city; no power ,water
The regional Meteorological centre today sounded a red alert and predicted that a severe thunderstorm at speed exceeding a00 km per hour would hit Assam and Meghalaya in the next 12 hours . In an urgent fax message to the chief secreataries of both Assam and Meghalaya , deputy director general of the Meteorlogical centre Kanti Prasad said that on the basis of the largest satelite imageries , a severe tornado with a wind speed exceeding 100 KMPH is expected to hit the state .

Gogoi Cabinet exppansion on May 6, twelve new faces likely
Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi is finally set to expand his year old ministry on May 6 ; highly placed sources in the ruling Congress said today .

Mr Gogoi is currently camping in New Delhi ; finalizing the list of the new member to be included in the term . He is in constant touch with AICC incharge for Assam Ms Mohsina Kidwai before obtaining a final approval from Congress president Sonia Gandhi.

AAU students force VC , dean to resign
In an unprecedented move , the students of Assam Agriculture University (AAU), Jorhat , gheraoed the Vice -Chancellor at his office and forced him to sign his resignation letter today . The development prompted the Chancellor of the university, Lt Gen S.K. Sinha , to close down the agriculture colleges at Jorhat and Biswanath Chariali sine die with effect from 6 p.m. today and ask the students to vacate the hostel in order to maintain discipline .

According to report, hundreds of students of the University disconnected the telephone connection to the VC Mr G.L.kaul, entered his room without any prior information and misbehaved with him at 10.30 this morning . Without allowing any staff to stay in the VC's chamber , the unruly students placed three "orders" before awarding 'F' grade to eight students and sign his own resignation letter , the sources said .

Dutta rejects senior minister's views , says check gates legal
 In an interesting turn to the check gate issue in Assam , the Municipal Affairs Minister , Mr Anjan Dutta today rubbished the connection of his senior ministerial colleague , PWD Minister Sarat Borkataki that setting up check gates on national highways was illegal and unconstitutional , as he took up the mantle of a constitutional expert to claim that were absolutely legal and constitutional.

The PWD Minister , Mr Borkataki had told newsmen here yesterday that his department had decided to get the illegal check gates put up by the Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) dismantled ,and that the GMC would be served a notice in this regard in a day or two . He had also said that the centre had taken a grim view of the widespread allegations of extortion by the check gates and had directed the Assam Government to dismantle the check gates immediately.

NSCN-IM to meet Naga groups in Bangkok to consolidate peace
A consultative meeting between the NSCN(IM) has collective leadership and representatives of Naga organizations will be held at Bangkok by the weekend to further consolidate the current Naga peace process.

NSCN(IM) has invited individuals and representatives of churches and NGOs and the apex tribal council, Naga Hoho , to hold the second consultative meeting at the Thai capital.

19 lakh B'deshis entered Assam from 1951-91 :study- 28 lakh migrants in Assam in 40
Between 1951 and 1991 , an estimated 28,75,492 migrants had entered Assam , of which 19,83,755 are foreign migrants , majority being Bangladeshis . of this , only 31,4183(39.49 percent), 33,0015(41.24 percent) are reported to have registered their place of birth for the decades 1951-61, 1961-71 and 1971-91 respectively .

Even if it is assumed that those foreign migrants who have reported their place of birth are legal foreign migrants in Assam in the respective periods, then the total number of illegal migrants entering Assam during 1951-61, 1961-71 and 1971-91 are 48,1409,13,15,74 and 58,5771 respectively.

5 die of malaria in Nagaon
Nagaon , May 2: Malaria takes an epidemic from in Nagaon . Five persons in the rural areas of Nagaon district died of malaria and the condition of 13 others is stated to be serious . According to sources , Mr Amulya Orang (17) of Dijuvalley Tea Estate and Mr Ranjait Bora(25) of Chouchali , Nagaon died yesterday and several persons from Bamuni , Kondoli , Sapanala areas have been suffering from the disease.

News on 2nd May '2002
Centre asks State remove NH checkgates

The Surface Transport Ministry has asked the state Government to remove all checkgates from the National Highways immediately . The step has been initiated following complaints by vehicle owners who are forced to pay heavy taxes at the checkgates while transporting goods to the state.

Addressing a press conference here today , the state PWD Minister , Sri Sarat Barkatoky informed that the department would send a letter to the Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) tomorrow for removal of the gates as early as possible . "We have to abide by the instruction and hence the department has decided to conduct a thorough enquiry to find out the number of gates on the highways" , he said .

It may be noted that there are altogether 184 illegal checkgates on the Highways from Sadya to Srirampur through which the agencies collect heavy taxes. Disappointed with the illegal activities several opposition members raised the matter in the state Assembly .

31.60 lakh hectares prone to floods in State

Assam accounts for 9.4 percent of the total floods -prone area of the country and every year , floods cause heavy damage to the economy of the state .

The National Flood Commission estimated the area vulnerable to floods in Assam as 31.60 lakh hectares against 335.16 lakh hectares in the whole country.

According to the latest report of the Economic Survey of Assam , Successive waves of devastating floods in every year virtually destroyed the economy of the state . The main factors for floods in Assam include adverse physiography of the region , heavy rain fall, excessive sedimentation, frequent occurrence of earthquakes, reduction of the forest area, excroachment of the reverine area etc. Usually Assam experiences incessant rainfall during the monsoon season , which lasts from May to mid October. Occurrence of floods in Asssam has direct corelation with the catchment areas of Arunachal Pradesh , Meghalaya , Mizoram , Nagaland and Bhupen , the report said.

NDFB's concern over BLT excesses

The democratic front of Bodoland(NDFB) has express deep concern at the ongoing atrocities on the innocent Bodo people allegedly by the Bodo Liberation Tiger (BLT) and appealed to its members to stop such activities immediately.

The matter was discussed in detail at the National Council meeting of the organisation which concluded recently abroad. The meeting which was presided over by the vice president of NDFB, B. Sunghagra, also strongly opposed the Prevention of Terrorism Act (POTA) and Arunachal Pradesh Control of Organised Crime Ordinance (APCOCO), 2002 . This was started by the NDFB information and publicity secretary B Erakdao in an e-mail message .

RK Dutta new CMD of OIL

Veteran petroleum technocrat Ranjait Kumar Dutta today assumed charge as chairman cum managing director of Oil India Limited . He succeeds Benoy Brata Sharma , who retired from service yesterday.

May Day observed

May Day was observed today in the state along with the rest of the country with various programmes. In the city also , trade unions , workers' and employees' associations , political parties and other organisation observed the day in a befitting manner.

Barkataky clarifies on IMFL prices

After widespread reaction following reducing the prices of Indian Made Foreign Liquor (IMFL), the State Excise and PWD Minister , Sri Sarat Barkataky today defended his stand saying that the move was initiated due to merger of sale tax and excise duty.

Addressing a press conference , Sri Barkataky said that in view of the new move , the youths involved in the business , had to face serious problem. "To overcome the problem , we have decided to remove a portion of sale tax so that the business is not affected , "he said . There has been diversion of trade to the neighbouring States resulting in loss of business in the state.

Prasar Bharati

The Prasar Bharati set up in the north eastern region would be strengthened soon for better coverage of the region . This was conveyed by the Minister for Information and Broadcasting Smt Sushma Swaraj to an all party team of the Assembly led by Speaker Prithvi Majhi which called on her at New Delhi today. PTI

2 Killed

Two persons were shot dead and two ultras arrested in separate incidents in Assam. According to official sources here, National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) ultras shot dead one Abdul Sattar at Rupushee Bajor under Golakgani police station of Dhubri District last night. In another incident , unidentified assailants gunned down a youth at a boy's hostel in Dhubri township under mysterious circumstances last night. PTI

4 ultras surrender
 Four members of the outlawed ULFA surrendered before the army authorities at Laipuli near Tinsukia today at a simple ceremony . Brigadier A. K Gulati welcome the surrenderers back to the mainstream . Those who quit the banned organisation today are Tukeswar Bora alias Jagrata Das , his wife Moushumi Tamuli , Prasanta Gogoi alias Tutu. Staff correspondent.

31.60 lakh hectares prone to floods in State

Assam accounts for 9.4 percent of the total floods -prone area of the country and every year , floods cause heavy damage to the economy of the state .

The National Flood Commission estimated the area vulnerable to floods in Assam as 31.60 lakh hectares against 335.16 lakh hectares in the whole country.

According to the latest report of the Economic Survey of Assam , Successive waves of devastating floods in every year virtually destroyed the economy of the state . The main factors for floods in Assam include adverse physiography of the region , heavy rain fall, excessive sedimentation, frequent occurrence of earthquakes, reduction of the forest area, excroachment of the reverine area etc. Usually Assam experiences incessant rainfall during the monsoon season , which lasts from May to mid October. Occurrence of floods in Asssam has direct corelation with the catchment areas of Arunachal Pradesh , Meghalaya , Mizoram , Nagaland and Bhupen , the report said.

NDFB's concern over BLT excesses

GUWAHATI, May 1: Guwahati, May 1- The democratic front of Bodoland(NDFB) has express deep concern at the ongoing atrocities on the innocent Bodo people allegedly by the Bodo Liberation Tiger (BLT) and appealed to its members to stop such activities immediately.

The matter was discussed in detail at the National Council meeting of the organisation which concluded recently abroad. The meeting which was presided over by the vice president of NDFB, B. Sunghagra, also strongly opposed the Prevention of Terrorism Act (POTA) and Arunachal Pradesh Control of Organised Crime Ordinance (APCOCO), 2002 . This was started by the NDFB information and publicity secretary B Erakdao in an e-mail message .

RK Dutta new CMD of OIL

Veteran petroleum technocrat Ranjait Kumar Dutta today assumed charge as chairman cum managing director of Oil India Limited . He succeeds Benoy Brata Sharma , who retired from service yesterday. 

May Day observed

May Day was observed today in the state along with the rest of the country with various programmes. In the city also , trade unions , workers' and employees' associations , political parties and other organisation observed the day in a befitting manner.

Barkataky clarifies on IMFL prices

After widespread reaction following reducing the prices of Indian Made Foreign Liquor (IMFL), the State Excise and PWD Minister , Sri Sarat Barkataky today defended his stand saying that the move was initiated due to merger of sale tax and excise duty.

Addressing a press conference , Sri Barkataky said that in view of the new move , the youths involved in the business , had to face serious problem. "To overcome the problem , we have decided to remove a portion of sale tax so that the business is not affected , "he said . There has been diversion of trade to the neighbouring States resulting in loss of business in the state.

Prasar Bharati

The Prasar Bharati set up in the north eastern region would be strengthened soon for better coverage of the region . This was conveyed by the Minister for Information and Broadcasting Smt Sushma Swaraj to an all party team of the Assembly led by Speaker Prithvi Majhi which called on her at New Delhi today. PTI 

2 Killed

Two persons were shot dead and two ultras arrested in separate incidents in Assam. According to official sources here, National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) ultras shot dead one Abdul Sattar at Rupushee Bajor under Golakgani police station of Dhubri District last night. In another incident , unidentified assailants gunned down a youth at a boy's hostel in Dhubri township under mysterious circumstances last night. PTI 

4 ultras surrender

Four members of the outlawed ULFA surrendered before the army authorities at Laipuli near Tinsukia today at a simple ceremony . Brigadier A. K Gulati welcome the surrenderers back to the mainstream . Those who quit the banned organisation today are Tukeswar Bora alias Jagrata Das , his wife Moushumi Tamuli , Prasanta Gogoi alias Tutu. Staff correspondent.

News on 1st May '2002
ULFA ultra shot dead

In an encounter with Army, a hard-core militant of the ULFA's Enigma Group was killed at Bali village near Kaithalkuchi, on April 22. Sources informed that, the Army jawans during a search operation cordoned the entire area and after arriving the house of one Khagen Medhi, an ULFA militant, opened fire at the house, and killed the militant on the very spot.

ULFA activities intensified in lower Assam

Highly-placed official sources revealed that, a large number of members of the Enigma Group of the banned ULFA had sneaked into the lower Assam areas and are spurt in their activities, collecting funds. Sources informed that, the militants entered into the districts of Nalbari, Bongaigaon and Goalpara from their hide-outs of Bhutan for collecting funds and launching operations against the security forces deployed in those areas. It has however, also come to notice that, the members of the outfit group have been scattered over various places and they had already served demand notes to businessmen and the Government employees, for fund collection.

State Govt, Centre urged to respond to ULFA's talks offer

Both the Centre and the State government has been called upon by the Assam unit of Communist Party of India (CPI), to respond to the gesture of the prescribed ULFA in favour of a political dialogue with preconditions. Promode Gogoi, the State CPI leader and the party's national executive member while briefing to newspersons said that, the banned ULFA had expressed its willingness for a dialogue with the government, and so the government should not delay in the peace talks with the outfit. He also said that, immediate steps should be taken to initiate preliminary dialogue among representatives of both the sides in order to broker a ceasefire so that an atmosphere conducive for meaningful political dialogue could be created as had been done in case of peace process involving NSCN (I-M) rebels.

Dharna staged by Bodos for BTC

Expressing serious concern over the delay of the State Government in the creation of Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC), several members and supporters of the Coordination Committee of Bodoland Movement (CCBM), headed by the All Bodo Students' Union (ABSU) had staged a demonstration at Dispur, on April 22, to put pressure on the State and the Central Governments to take immediate steps for creation of BTC under the provisions of Sixth Schedule of the Constitution of India. Sri Urkhao Gwra Brahma, MP, during the venue of the demonstration alleged that, the State Government was making unnecessary delay in giving its view on the modification of the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution and finalising the boundary of the proposed BTC. He also said that, even though the Central government directed the State Goverment to send specific proposals on the modification of the Sixth Schedule, yet it had failed to do so. 

Bureaucratic reshuffle in State

A major bureaucratic reshuffle in State was effected by the State government, on April 22. Official sources informed that, persons holding key posts of Additional Chief Secretary, Home commissioner and Finance Commissioner, were shifted to other posts. Additional Chief Secretary in charge of Home, political, Passport and Border departments, Sri MS Pangtey, was transferred and posted as the chairman of the Assam Administrative Tribunal, while, Sri PK Dutta, who was the Additional Chief Secretary in charge of Finance department, would take over the post held by Sri Pangtey. Sri L Rynjah, Commissioner of the Departments of Revenue, Cooperation and Forests would lose his post in the Revenue department, while, Sri C K Das, chairman, Board of Revenue, has been given the additional charge of the Principal Secretary, Revenue. Sri Surajit Mitra, Principal Secretary Planning and Development and tourism Departments would take over the post of Joint Secretary of the Petroleum and Natural Gas Ministry. Sri PP Verma, the Commissioner and Secretary of the Assam Accord Implementation Department and Commissioner Lower Assam Division, has been given the additional charge of Commissioner Northern Assam Division, while, Emily Choudhury, Commissioner, Agriculture, Pension and Public Grievances, has been given the additional charge of the Tourism Department. The Home Commissioner, Sri HS Das has been transferred and posted as Finance Commissioner.

2 killed, 7 hurt in road mishap in Dibrugarh

In a major road accident in Dibrugarh, two persons were killed while seven persons were seriously injured, on April 22. Sources informed that, a Tata Sumo in which a group of nine persons were travelling in from Gaurisagar to Chandoi Pathar in Dibrugarh skidded off the road on Convoy Road and fell into a road-side ditch near the All India Radio Station, Malukbasa, killing the two persons on the very spot. The two deceased were identified as Ms Lily Saikia and Mr. Milleswar Das.

KNP close from April 30

Official sources informed that, the Kaziranga National Park (KNP) would remain close for visitors from April 30. Sources informed that, the number of foreign visitors were less this year, than the other years, but the domestic tourists rate was higher this year than the last year.

Vedanti.com brings Bihu closer to all Indian people, worldwide

Bihu celebrations of this year, 2002 had been brought closer to all Indians, specially the Assamese people living abroad, through Vedanti.com. Getting special mention in today's issue of The Assam Tribune, one of the leading English daily of North East, Vedanti.com has attained a still more reputed status, than before. It is to be mentioned that, this is for the time in the entire North-east, a web portal has involved itself in live interaction between browsers, host and performers, through the internet. Vedanti.com, hoisted by SM Computer Consultants Pvt. Ltd., Guwahati had, for its pragmatic Bihu programming, witnessed an unprecedented response from almost all over the world. The portal had, in collaboration with the Pub Guwahati Bihu Sanmilan, Chandmari demonstrated the very best of web technology comprising video, audio and text conferencing including IP telephony on broadband which several thousand browsers across the globe used for interacting with each other as well as with the performing artists during the live webcast.

However, the portal gets special mention when some of the Non-Resident Assamese (NRAs) and other Indians residing outside Assam had, during live webcasting of the Bihu celebrations, requested the living legend Dr. Bhupen Hazarika, for their favourite numbers and exchanged views through on-line interaction and live webcast on the internet.

Gogoi's resignation demanded

The BJP's State unit had chargesheeted Chief Minister, Tarun Gogoi's Government and had demanded his immediate resignation for his all-round failure in the State's administration. Sources informed that, a demonstration was also staged by the Assam State BJP comprising representatives of 23 district units at Jantar Mantar, highlighting the failure of the 10-month old Gogoi Government, on April 23. The visiting delegation of the BJP Assam unit had during their demonstration however, decided to call on the Prime Minister, Union Home Minister, together with a host of Central leaders to apprise them about the failure of Gogoi Government on various fronts. However, the chargesheet against the State Chief Minister alleged that, the Congress Government failed to pay salaries in time to its employees for the last 10 months. The Opposition party had also demanded declaration of financial emergency in the State, informed the sources.

 

 

 

 

Police seized Rhino horn, ammunition from Azara

The City police had, in two separate cases, seized one rhino horn and some ammunitions, on April 23. Sources informed that, the Azara Police had, after receiving reports of rhino horn possession by one Surinder Choudhury, acted on a tip-off and laid a trap to recover the rhino horn. It is to be mentioned that, Surinder Choudhury owner of a hardware shop in the Adabari area of the city who possessed the rhino horn was planning to sell it off at Rs. 1.10 lakh in a local market. The Azara Police later arrested Surinder on the VIP road and recovered the rhino horn possessed by him.

Meanwhile, in another case, the Paltanbazaar Police had arrested one Larayan Singh of Purnia district of Bihar and recovered 350 rounds of 303 ammunitions from his possession.

Businessman duped Rs. 30 lakh from investors in Sivasagar

The belongings of Smt. Mina Sing and her businessman husband A K Sing, who resided in a rented house in Sivasagar, was confiscated by the Sivasagar district administration, after the couple had left the place about a month back, fraudulently collecting about Rs. 30 lakh from hundreds of people. Sources informed that, Mina and her husband duped many people by offering them cars, bikes, TVs, refrigerators, etc. at half the price, and prior to that, they had also convinced the people selling them refrigerators and scooters at Rs. 4,000 and Rs. 5,000 respectively. However, said the sources that, after collecting Rs. 30 lakh as advance, they had simply left the scene.

APTDC 'loan mela' postponed

The Assam Plains Tribe Development Corporation (APTDC) had postponed the 'loan mela' scheduled to be held on April 24. Sources informed that, in view of the postponement a group of agitated beneficiaries under a Centrally-sponsored vehicle loan scheme gheraoed the office of the WPT and BC Minister, Bharat Chandra Narah in Janata Bhawan complex, on April 23. Sri Narah, the BC Minister informed the beneficiaries that, all the vehicles, including 18 Tata Sumos, 32 autorickshaws and three mini-trucks which were to be distributed among the beneficiaries who had paid their share in December, 2001 were ready for distribution, but that, three of the Board of Directors of the APT-DC, raised some objections about the list of beneficiaries in the last moment and forced the authority to postpone the distribution of vehicles. The Directors also decided to convene an emergency meeting on April 25, 2002 to resolve the matter, said Sri Narah.

Developmental schemes to be initiated immediately

Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, while inaugurating the Deputy Commissioner's two-day conference at the Assam Administrative Staff College, urged all the DCs to ensure speedy implementation of various development schemes in their respective districts. He, during his speech, streamlined the Education Department in view of various anomalies in matters of appointment and transfers in some of the districts. He had also directed the DCs concerned to take disciplinary action against the erring officials who are found guilty in this regard. Later, urging the DCs to see through the matter regarding the misutilisation of Central funds, Sri Gogoi also said that, the DCs should initiate steps for proper implementation of the Rajiv Gandhi drinking water project, besides, he had also announced that his Government would be setting up one Rajiv Gandhi Complex at each development block of the State. 

'Green Earth' project launched

Assam Police had launched a unique project called 'Green Earth' that aimed at enhancing the green cover in the State, despite the prevailing insurgency problem in Assam. Sri Pradyut Bordoloi, the Minister of State for Home, informed that, the Assam Police had, through the project, targeted to plant 5 lakh saplings at different places all over the State during this monsoon season. The Minister also informed that, the planting of saplings would be started on May 14, and 50,000 of it would be planted within the city of Guwahati in select locations including hill-tops, barren areas, river banks etc. to check soil erosion as well as to beautify the city. The forest Department has been requested to provide the saplings of fast-growing trees, shade trees and indigenous medicinal plants for the project, informed the DGP, H K Deka.

ULFA man killed

In an encounter with the Army, an ULFA militant was shot dead at Gatanga under Rupahihat Police Station in Nagaon, on April 24. Sources informed that, the Army personnel while acting on a search operation in that area confronted the ULFA ultra and opened fire at him. During the exchange of fire, the Army personnel killed the militant on the very spot. Sources later informed that, a huge cache of arms and ammunitions, including one 8 mm Chinese pistol, two live rounds, two fired cases of ammunition, five live rounds of AK-47 ammunition, three detonators, eight Mts. flexing wire, a powerful IED weighing 2.8 kgs and fake currency worth Rs. 3000 from the possession of the slain militant.

Illegal entrance of Bangladeshi nationals into NE : Centre

Many Bangladeshi nationals have sneaked into the North-east region as pilgrims, informed the Union Home Ministry. The Ministry confirmed that, the Bangladeshi nationals had sneaked into the country in the North-east through a Dargah known as Hajrat Peer Kamal Fakir situated about 150-200 yards from the Indo-Bangla border under Mahenderganj police in West Garo Hills of Meghalaya. The dargah which was frequently visited by the pilgrims from Bangladesh, was a better way for the infiltrators to sneak in. However, informed the Ministry that, later the visit by the Bangladeshi nationals through the border was restricted and a tight vigil was also deployed in the area to check possible infiltrations by the Bangladeshi nationals.

Centre sanctioned Rs. 12 cr. for border trade

Keeping in view of the trade potentiality in Assam with Bangladesh during the past several years, the Centre has sanctioned Rs. 12 crore for development of two trade points in the State. Sources informed that, the fund has been sanctioned for Sutarkandi and Mankachar in order to upgrade the existing infrastructure. The State industry department had already initiated work to develop the Sutarkandi point and the Mancachar would also be taken up soon, informed the sources.

State Govt. alleged for its failure in utilizing Central funds

Dr. P D Shenoy, the secretary to the Department for Development of North Eastern Region (DONER), while addressing a press conference alleged that, the Assam Government has, inspite of receiving the highest allocation from the Non-Lapsable Central Pool of Fund, failed to utilise the funds, while, Tripura had emerged at the top in terms of ultilisation of funds sanctioned out of the pool. Dr. Shenoy said that, the Non-Lapsable Pool of Central Resources has allocated a sum total of Rs. 293.16 crore to Assam where as, Tripura has received Rs. 215.99 crore. The lowest allocation has gone to Meghalaya because of the dearth of project proposals and submission of utilisation certificates. However, Dr. Shenoy said that, Assam is about to receive the next installment of funds from the Centre, provided satisfactory performance of the projects should be proved with the timely submission of utilisation certificates.

MHA ruled out possibility of NE Delhi students involving with terrorist

In response to a question tabled by MVVS Murthi and Ram Mohan Gadde, the Ministry of Home Affairs said that, the students from the North East region studying in Delhi have no links with terrorist and drug trafficking activities of the terrorists. Ch Vidyasagar Rao, the Minister of State for Home Affairs, said that, no evidences has been reported regarding the engagement of the students staying in Delhi in such activities. He further said that, there was one isolated case during the last three years in which a militant from Manipur was found to have been given shelter by a Manipuri student studying in Delhi.

Meanwhile, the Minister of State for Home Affairs, ID Swami had also conceded that there were reports of the NLFT setting up a number of camps in Bangladesh and that the outfit has been receiving help and guidance by way of arms supply, training, joint operation from NSCN (I-M) within the territory of Bangladesh. 
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