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	News on 14th April '2002 

Runikhata situation reviewed

A delegation of three opposition parties viz., Asom Gana Parishad (AGP), Bodoland Demand Legislature Party (BDLP) and the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) had visited Runikhata of Kokrajhar district, on April 11, to take stock of the situation in the aftermath of burning down of 80 houses by some suspected militants. The three parties had in their visit, appealed to all the people of the village to maintain peace and harmony.

Meanwhile, in a press release, the AGP president, alleged that the State Government had failed to provide relief materials to the affected people. 

'Stop Bangladeshi entry into NE' : Jamir

Mr. S C Jamir, the Nagaland Chief Minister, while talking to newsmen expressed his concern over the growing influx of illegal immigrants from Bangladesh into Nagaland. He termed the illegal immigration of the people as a silent invasion on the State economy. Later, calling for a coordinated effort among the north eastern states to contain the problem, he said that, unless there is a coordination among the neighbouring states, it would be very difficult to identify and deport foreign nationals. Thus, in order to verify the identity it is necessary that the neighbouring states exchange information and work jointly, said Sri Jamir.

Arrangements for Bihu going on in full swing

With the coming of the Spring season and the Bohag Bihu, which heralds new hopes, new dreams and a new year, the entire State gets ready for a colourful festival and for the celebrations which are going to start from April 13. Assamese people celebrates the advent of spring and Bohag Bihu, with a brief account of the week-long Bihu workshop, and for this the entire State is presently busy making several kind of arrangements. Bihu workshops would be held in different places of the State, informed the sources. The Assam tourism is also organizing the Rongali Utsav, 2002 in association with Department of Culture, Assam and Srimanta Sankardev Kalakshetra Society, with a three-day cultural programme from April 28 to 30 at Kalakshetra.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister Sri Tarun Gogoi, conveyed his warm greetings to the people of Assam on the occasion of Bihu. 

District plans to be made for rural upliftment : Gogoi

While submitting his presentations before the Congress President Sonia Gandhi, during the two-day Chief Ministers conference, Sri Gogoi highlighted various measures taken by his government for the uplift of the rural masses and empowerment of women. Sources informed that, Sri Gogoi had highlighted a large number of presentations, including the launching of Assam Rural Development Mission for rural prosperity through people's participation and empowerment, successful conduct of panchayat elections, contractor free raj, introduction of 'Raijor Podulit Raijor Sarkar' scheme for social auditing, public grievance redressal among many other things.

Delhi NGO's views rejected by ASCW

The views expressed by Ms Swati Mehta of the Delhi-based NGO, on the Domestic Violence Bill, on which a discussion was organised by it in the city in collaboration with others, has not been accepted by the Assam State Commission for Women (ASCW). Ms Nilima Deuri Dutta, the secretary of the Commission while speaking to newspersons asserted that, the Commission was working on the details of its views on the Bill for submission to the National Commission for Women.

MHA directed to clarify its position on SSB shifting

The Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has been ordered by a two-member division bench of the Gauhati High Court, to clarify its position on shifting of the Special Services Bureaus (SSBs) from the North-East. However, taking cognizance of a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) filed by one social activist of Tezpur, Sri Jugal Baruah, the two-member bench consisting of Justice D Biswas and Justice Iqbal Ansari, issued the notice, said the sources.

'Fusion food' for Sonia : Expert chefs at overtime service

Hotel Brahmaputra Ashok, the venue of the Congress stalwarts for there two-day conference in the city, witnesses overtime duties of the expert chefs in the Hotel, to serve mixed fare of health food, items emerging out of fusion cooking and exotic local cuisine from the North-east, for the chief ministers. Sources informed that, the menu has been drawn up by the top Congress leaders in New Delhi and the hotel's management. 'Tephlu Bhat' tops the list of the exotic fare, besides there will be chicken, rice, fish and green vegetables. The fusion food will be basically continental items infused with herbs. 

News on 13th April '2002
Insurgency in NE - matter of grave national concern : Sonia

Smt. Sonia Gandhi, after inaugurating the two-day conference of the Chief Ministers of Congress-ruled States of the country at Hotel Brahmaputra Ashok, said that, the persisting militancy problems in the North-eastern region are grave matters of national concern that should be addressed by all political parties. She said that, the North-east region which is very rich in its resources requires vastly greater investment in basic infrastructure for its development. Later, hitting out at the BJP-led government for their misrule in Delhi, the Congress president said that, the Congress Governments should continue to stand out as ever-expanding silver linings in the dark clouds created by the BJP. She also said that, the Congress party must take an unambiguous and unequivocal stand to preserve secularism in the country, as says she that, the Congress alone represents the overwhelming number of Indians of all faiths, who want to live and work in an atmosphere of peace and amity and in an environment of mutual accommodation and acceptance.

Meanwhile, the Congress president also directed the Chief ministers not to make any compromises on maintaining the secular fabric of the country, and called upon all the Congress-ruled governments to make full use of the Central funds on time for their State's development.

Newsmen barred from entering the venue

Sources informed that, many scribes were not issued entry passes by the authorities to cover the third Congress Chief ministers' conference held in Hotel Brahmaputra Ashok, on April 12. However, some of the mediapersons were issued special passes by the Assam Police to enter the Hotel, but most of them were not allowed to enter despite their appealing to the authorities, as a result of which they had to remain outside the security zone to catch some snippets of the event. Moreover, it is to be mentioned that, adequate arrangements were not made inside the hotel for the media. 

6th Kamal Kumari National awards function on April 18

Sources informed that, the sixth Kamal Kumari National awards function would be held at Rabindra Bhavan, on April 18. Prof. Ashok Sen has been conferred this year's award for his contribution in the field of theoretical Physics, while Dr. Hiren Gohain has been awarded the culture award for his lifelong contribution in the field of literature. The eminent journalist and Magsaysay award winner, B.G. Varghese would deliver lectures on the topic, 'The North-east's Unfinished Business : Pointers for Restructuring, Reform, Reconciliation and Resuurgence', during the function.

Engineers abducted by UPDS ultras

Two PWD assistant engineers in Umpanai of Karbi Anglong district, has been kidnapped by suspected United Peoples Democratic Solidarity (UPDS) militants, on April 10. Sources informed that, the ultras after arriving at the Public Works Department office inquired about engineer Nipen Bora, who was absent at that moment, but was later abducted, together with another engineer. The ultras had also seized a departmental truck from the office, which they abandoned after covering some distance. However, no trace of the engineers was witnessed till date, said the sources. 

Special package for NE : Reddy

Sri Jaipal Reddy, the Congress spokesman, while addressing a press conference at the Hotel Brahmaputra Ashok said that, the Centre should give special attention to the North-east region and should evolve a special economic package for the States of the North-east region of the country. He said that, the existing package for the region of the Central Government was not adequate and so the package should be strengthened.

Sri Reddy asserted that, the focus of the two-day Congress Chief minister Ministers' Conference was on good governance, development, maintenance of social harmony and justice to the vulnerable sections of the society and not on politics. He revealed that the emphasis of the conference was also on transparency not only to reduce corruption but also to make information available to the people. 

News on 12th April '2002 

Ultras killed in Manipur encounter
In an encounter with Assam Rifles jawans, five suspected members of an extremists group were killed at Kamba Chingjin in Manipur's Imphal East district, on April 11. Sources informed that, the military forces while acting on a tip-off rushed to the area under Lamlai police station and surrounded it through a cordon. Later, apprehending the presence of the militants, the military forces opened fire at them, killing five ultras on the very spot. A huge cache of arms and ammunitions, including a carbine, two pistols and a rifle were recovered from the possession of the slain ultras, said the sources.

AXX's agitation on May 18

Dr. Basanta Goswami, the Axom Xahitya Xabha general secretary, while talking to the newspersons, said that, the Xabha would resort to an agitational programme on May 18. Sources informed that, the Xabha resorted to launch the stir against the State Government's apathy on the implementation of the Assam Language Act.

Dr. Goswami later claimed that, the Xabha had submitted a project for the publication of 'Axomia Biswakosh', to the State Government on September 24, 2001, but the State Government has till date failed to take any initiative in this regard. However, coming down heavily on the State Government on the improper implementation of the Assam Language Act, the Xabha has decided to launch the agitation.

AIDC proposal cleared

The proposals sponsored by the Assam Industrial Development Corporation (AIDC) for setting up a multi-crore Agriculture Export Processing Zone (AEPZ) at Balipara in Sonitpur district, has been cleared up by the Ministry of Commerce, on April 10. This has been disclosed by the chairman of AIDC, who also said that, the Corporation was in the process of commissioning a Project Report, which is going to prepare an estimated cost of Rs. 25 lakh. However it is to be mentioned that, the project would be the first of its kind in the North-east, where farmers from all-over the region would bring their produce for export. The APEZ would also have all the facilities of cold storage, container depots besides other requirements needed for export. 

Cong. CMs conclave from April 12 : security men intensified

Elaborate arrangements has been made by the Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) to welcome the party's stalwarts, who are going to take part in the two-day Chief Ministers conference of the Congress-led States to be held from April 12. Sri Kamal Nath, the All India Congress Committee (AICC) general secretary, while addressing a press conference on the eve of the meet of the CMs said that, the party has decided to hold this conference following decision of Smt. Sonia Gandhi, the AICC president. Sri Nath revealed that, the Congress-led States Chief Ministers in their conference would adopt several important resolutions regarding the development process of the country. However, in the meet, there would be seven marathon sessions during the two-day programmes, where the CMs would present the progress of their work, said Sri Nath.

Meanwhile, a foolproof security plan has been made for the two-day conclave of Congress chief ministers. Sources informed that, more than 2000 security personnel have been deployed from the Lokapriya Gopinath Bordoloi International airport point to the Raj Bhavan to provide security to the Congress stalwarts.

Restore peace and harmony : Nyishi, Bodo bodies

In a joint meeting of the representatives of Nyishi tribe and the Bodos of Assam held in Itanagar, on April 11, the Nyishis and the Bodos together called for restoration of peace and harmony by putting an end to all sorts of unwanted incidents of kidnapping, torture, extortion etc. that strained the relationship between the two communities. The representatives of both the parties also pledged to work unitedly to prevent recurrence of such incidents.

Meanwhile, Rabiram Narzary, the All Bodo Students Union (ABSU) president, who led the Bodo delegation in the joint meeting, informed the newspersons that, a peace committee consisting members of both the communities was formed in the meeting. The joint meeting condemned the persons or organisations involved in committing crimes in inter-state boundary areas, said Narzary. 
Veteran freedom fighter offers to mediate between ULFA, Govt.

Sri Shiva Prasad Baruah, a veteran freedom fighter and journalist of the State, has expressed his desire to talk intimately with the ULFA chairman Arabinda Rajkhowa, its C-in-C, Paresh Baruah and general secretary, Anup Chetia for creating a conducive atmosphere for the all round development of the State. However, Sri Debendra Kumar Das has also expressed his willingness to join Sri Baruah in the mission, said Sri Baruah.

Report on Gas Cracker project submitted

The Environment Impact Assessment Study report on the gas cracker project has been submitted by the Reliance Assam Petrochemical Limited (RAPL) to the Ministry of Forest and Environment (MOFE), on April 11. Sources informed that, the report was prepared by a Bhopal based firm appointed by Reliance Industries Limited (RIL), and it was submitted to the MOFE in presence of the top RAPL officials including its vice-chairman, MC Bora, Assam Industrial Development Corporation (AIDC) officials led by its chairman, Hiranya Bora and environment experts of the Ministry. Sri Bora, the AIDC chairman during the submission of the report said that, the State Government was serious about the four-month deadline set by CM Tarun Gogoi for RIL to start project work. He also said that, the AIDC closely monitored the progress of the work.

It is to be mentioned that, frustrated by the unusual delay done by the RIL, Sri Gogoi had given the deadline, and that, it was conveyed to the Ministry of Petrochemicals that the State Government was contemplating to scrap the project in case RIL failed to start work within the deadline period.

District administration prohibits fund collection

Sources informed that, the Kamrup District Administration had, in an order issued under section 144 Cr. P.C., prohibited the collection or raising of fund either in cash or kind by any person or group of persons or organisations, associations in any public or private places, market, trains, buses or any other means of transport on public roads throughout the district of Kamrup with immediate effect and until further orders. The plying of boats, vessels without lighting facilities after dusk, without safety measures and without displaying prominently the registration numbers and without permission from the competent authority has also been prohibited. Moreover, entry of any persons and deposition or dumping of any foreign materials, from the natural lin of the Borsola, Sarusola and Deepar Beel, cutting and carrying of earth from different hills has also been prohibited, under section 144 Cr. P.C.

Mising Rabha bodies move Centre for inclusion into 6th Schedule

In order to demand the inclusion of the Mising, Rabha-Hasong and Tiwa Autonomous Councils of Assam into the Sixth Schedule of the Indian Constitution, a five-member delegation of Takam Mising Porin Kebang (TMPK), Mising Mimag Kebang (MMK), All Rabha Students' Union (ARSU) and Rabha Hasong Songrami Manch (RHSM) had submitted a memorandum to the Union Minister of State for Home Affairs, Mr. I D Swami, at New Delhi. Sources informed that, the delegation, during their meet with the Union Minister, had welcomed the initiative of the Central Govt. for creating Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) under the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution, and had also urged that similar steps should be taken in case of Mising, Rabha and Tiwa Autonomous Councils. The delegation further, asked the Minister for holding of tripartite discussion involving the Central Govt., the State Govt. and the Mising and Rabha organisations to find amicable solution to the autonomy issues of the plains tribals of Assam.

News on 11th April '2002 

Party team of Assam Assembly to visit Kokrajhar
In view of taking a stock of the situation in the aftermath of NDFB militants attack on members of the Koch-Rajbangshi community living in Dhubri and Kokrajhar areas, an all-party team of Assam Assembly would visit the areas of Kokrajhar district and few other parts of Bodo-dominated areas of the State, on April 19. While raising alarm in the House on the issue, Promila Rani Brahma, the Bodoland Demand Legislature Party (BDLP) legislator drew the attention of the Speaker of the State Assembly to the burning down of 85 huts belonging to Koch-Rajbongshi and Nepali community people at Dambaru village inside Rupa Reserve forest under Basugaon police station in Kokrajhar district, on April 8. Smt. Brahma further stated that, the attacks on the non-Bodos by NDFB militants would act as a fueling element where the situation in several Bodo areas being even more sensitive over the BTC creation. However, Smt. Brahma said that, immediate preventive measures should be taken by the Government to bring the entire situation under control.

CM assures ceiling on phone bill, TA of ministers

In a bid to cut down extra expenditures and improve the present financial position of the State, the Chief Minister Sri Tarun Gogoi, assured the Assam Assembly that his Government would very soon fix ceiling on the telephone bills and traveling allowances of the Ministers and senior officers of the State.

Raising the issue in the Assam Assembly, Sri Zoii Nath Sarma (AGP), alleged that, it was not necessary for the Government officers to visit Delhi regularly to attend meetings with the Planning Commission, as he said that, the Planning Commission could be requested to hold the meetings in Guwahati itself. However, replying to the allegations of the AGP leader, Sri Gogoi asserted that it would not be feasible for the Planning Commission to hold meetings in Guwahati, and so the Government officials have to visit the capital regularly. Later, Sri Dilip Kumar Saikia, AGP leader also speaking on the issue, alleged that, some of the senior bureaucrats have their families in Delhi, for which they had to spend their weekends with their families by visiting the capital without any official reason. He also alleged that, the phone bill of one Commissioner ran up to Rs. two lakhs. Thus, keeping in view of all these extra expenditures of the Government officials, Sri Sarma urged upon the Chief Minister to take bold steps in this regard.

Ultras shot dead
In separate encounters with the security forces, four underground militants were killed in various places of the State, on April 10. Sources informed that, during the operations, two pistols and some incriminating documents were recovered from the possession of the slain ultras. 

Security measures beefed up in city

In view of the visit of Congress president Sonia Gandhi for the two-day meeting of Chief Ministers of Congress-ruled states, on April 12 and 13, security has been tightened in the city. Sources informed that, a Special Protection Group (SPG) personnel has already arrived in the city to take charge of security measures at Hotel Brahmaputra Ashok, which probably would be the venue of the Congress Chief Ministers. 

Congress CM meet from April 12 

The two-day meeting of the Chief Ministers of Congress-ruled States is likely to get underway on April 12. Sources informed that, the Chief Ministers of the fourteen States who are meeting for the third time would make presentation of their performance to the party high command. They would however, in their meeting focus on the measures adopted by the Congress-ruled government for uplift of poor and weaker sections and other innovative schemes adopted by the Chief ministers.

However, apart from the Chief Ministers of the State, the meeting would also be attended by the AICC president, Sonia Gandhi and members of the Congress Working Committee (CWC), the general secretaries in charge for the various States and the top leaders of the party. 

Basundhara Saikia expires

Smt. Basundhara Saikia, a noted litterateur, social worker and a Sahitya Akademi Award winner, has breathed her last at a Guwahati based nursing home, on April 10. Sources informed that, during the time of her death she was 81 years old and has left behind four sons and two daughters.

However, apart from having the fame of translating Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyaya's famous 'Datta' she also has to her credit of translating two books for the National Book Trust, besides 'Swadesh Aru Swajati', 'Kashmiri Princess', 'Purna Kumbha' 'Keigorakiman Bharatiyo Cricketor', 'Kumaonor Manuh Khowa Bagh', 'Louha Kopat' and many more. 

News on 10th April '2002 

Hazarika's offer welcomed to mediate 

Dr. Bhupen Hazarika's desire to mediate between the Government and the United Liberation Front of Assam (ULFA) has been welcomed by the Chief Minister, said the sources. Sri Gogoi while addressing a press conference said that the journalist Kanaksen Deka has also expressed his desire to mediate with the ULFA. However, Gogoi said that, a person who has a good relation with the militants outfit should come forward to start the process of negotiation. 

Wild Mushroom kills five

Another incident of wild mushroom death has come to notice in Jamugurihat at Ultar Amlaga under Rangapara police station, on April 8. Sources informed that, during the last six days, there has been continuous deaths of people in Jamugurihat after consuming poisonous mushroom. The deceased are however, known as Gopal Mech, Aimoni Mech, Bikram Mech and Jonmoni Mech.

AASU, ABSU admonish Govt. not to delay BTC creation 

The All Assam Students' Union (AASU) and the All Bodo Students' Union (ABSU) in a joint statement warned both the State and the Central Governments against the unusual delay over formation of Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC). The ABSU and the AASU had also urged the State Government to demarcate the boundary of the proposed BTC in a permanent way and send the proposal for modification of the Sixth Schedule to the Centre to pave way for formation of the BTC without further delay. 

7 died in Manipur encounter

In a major crossfire between the armed militants and the CRPF personnel, at least seven persons, including four CRPF personnel and three others were killed, and 22 others were seriously injured, at Pangei in Manipur's Imphal East district, on April 9. Sources informed that, the militants opened fire on the CRPF personnel who also retaliated later, killing three civilians, two girls and a man and injuring 22 other persons, on the spot. 

Rural electrification far away in NE

In the wake of the serious resources crunch faced by the States, the rural electrification in the North-east is likely to remain a distant dream for a majority of the rural folks. Sources informed that, even as the country has entered the 55th year of its independence, the North-east regions are still under rural electrification. It is to be mentioned that, the north eastern State Governments still continue to suffer silently, with very little allocation of funds compared to the rest of the country. However, keeping in view of the issue, a Parliamentary Committee directed the Power Ministry to convene a meeting of the north eastern State Governments for consultations to relax the norms of sanction of loans for rural electrification schemes. 

Medicinal plants to be promoted

Certain promotional schemes for commercialization of some important medicinal and aromatic plants (MAPs) of the region has been undertaken by the North Eastern Development Finance Corporation Ltd. (NEDFi), with special emphasis on Patchouli, revealed Sri J P Saikia, the Chairman-cum-Managing Director (CMD) of NEDFi, while speaking at the three-day National Workshop on Commercialisation of Patchouli held at the Assam Administrative Staff College, from April 9. The Workshop organised jointly by NEDFi and National Horticulture Board (NHB) was also taken part by a number of experts, scientists, farmers, entrepreneurs and industrialists from different parts of country, said the sources. 

Tea cos. to face privilege motion for dissent over shifting of HQs 

Comments made by some of the major Tea Companies undermining the State Assembly resolution favouring shifting of Tea headquarters to the State from Kolkata, might lead them to face privilege proceedings in Assam Assembly. Sources informed that, the Speaker Prithvi Majhi, would refer the dissent shown by some of the Tea majors to the Privilege Committee regarding the shifting of the Tea Head Quarters. However, it is to be mentioned that, the companies had reportedly said that, the Assembly has no authority to adopt such a resolution, and also said that, the demand of the Assembly was baseless and non-viable. The members later cutting-across party lines demanded that the matter be referred to the Privilege Committee of the Assembly.

Brojen Phukan expired

Renowned actor, journalist and businessman, Brojen Phukan had breathed his last in a private nursing home, on April 7. Sources informed that, Sri Phukan was 67 years old during the time of his demise, and has left behind his wife. He was a very good actor, and had acted in several Assamese films such as 'Dharmakai', 'Prayojan', 'Anurag' and 'Magh'. He had also worked as a journalist in several newspapers from Jorhat, informed the sources. 

Dr. Barman assures Bill on AIDS awareness

While replying to a discussion on a Private Member's Bill moved by Sri Zoii Nath Sarma in the Assam Assembly, the Health Minister, Dr. Bhumidhar Barman assured the State Assembly that the Government would bring a Bill in the next session of the House on AIDS awareness. Dr. Barman while keeping a view on the information available, regarding the AIDS patients in the State said that, the total number of AIDS patient in Assam has increased to 152 of which, 129 are males and 23 females. He later revealed that, so far 25 persons including four women died due to AIDS in the State.

However, earlier moving the 'Assam AIDS Awareness Bill', 2002 Sri Zoii Nath Sarma (AGP) expressed his serious concern at the increase rate of the AIDS patients and said that, efforts should be made to create awareness about the disease and as the first step all the Government employees should be educated, said he.
News on 9th April '2002 

HC directive to regularise OBB teachers 

Justice P C Phukan, while disposing several petitions filed by a group of Operation Black Board (OBB) teachers directed the State Government to regularise the posts of the OBB teachers appointed during the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) regime. He said that, the teachers appointed for a period of one year be adjusted or absorbed against the sanctioned posts or vacancies in a phased manner. The Court while restraining the Government from terminating their services also observed that, the arrear and current salaries of the OBB teachers should be paid within three months. However, during the judgement, the Justice also gave liberty to the State Government to proceed for termination of services of individual teachers if upon inquiry it is found that appointments have been made in violation of the guidelines issued by the Government.

BTC creation opposed by SJSS

Opposing the Government's move for creation of the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC), a delegation of the Sanmilita Janagosthiya Sangram Samiti, Assam submitted a memorandum to the Union Home Ministry, on April 8. Sources informed that, the Samiti in its memorandum alleged that, the BTC would create serious problem in the lower Assam areas. Besides the memorandum also demanded a white paper regarding the ongoing talks between the Government of India and the Bodo Liberation Tigers (BLT).

ULFA criticized for talks rejection

Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, while responding to a Zero hour motion brought by Opposition AGP legislators in the House, flayed the ULFA ultras for trying to undermine the initiative taken by his government to facilitate talks between the outfit and the Government of India. Sri Gogoi said that, his Government was trying its level best to facilitate peace talks, but the outfit's repeated rejection has created a furore. He however, said that, only meaningful dialogue with the outfit would lead to a solution to the insurgency problem in the State.

Meanwhile, Sri Brindabon Goswami, the AGP legislator drew the attention of the Chief Minister to newspaper wherein Sri Kamal Pande, the Union Home Secretary, had been quoted as saying that it is the Assam Government which is not interested in holding talks with the ULFA. However, reacting to the allegation, Sri Gogoi said that, it was totally baseless. He later launched offensive against the previous AGP regime in the State for its inaction in making any effort to hold talks with the ULFA.

NDFB militants killed

In an encounter with a joint team of police and Army, three NDFB militants were shot dead in Kamrup district, on April 7. Sources informed that, the joint team of police and security forces while operating in a search operation at village Dakhin Jhargaon, apprehended some NDFB ultras in the area, who had suddenly opened fire at them. The police team and Army had also retaliated, killing three militants on the very spot. However, the gun-battle between the joint team of Defence and the outfit cadres took place for about half-an-hour.  
Centre moved to check anomalies

The All Assam Students' Union (AASU) had submitted a memorandum to the Union Ministry of Road Transport & Highways, alleging gross anomalies in execution of work on two portions of National Highway 37 between Jalukbari to Guwahati Airport, by the officials in National Highway Division of the State PWD. In the memorandum, the AASU leaders alleged that the contractor while executing the job, reduced the thickness of BM work in sharp violation of the guidelines of Ministry of Road Transport and Highways. However, it is to be mentioned here that, reduction of thickness of BM layer would spell doom for national highway portions, for the reason that if the BM layer's thickness was not upto the prescribed level the road would never last for ten years.

The memorandum also demanded a thorough probe into the matter alleging gross misappropriation of Government funds in execution of the work. Sources informed that, this has created panic and tension among the section of the concerned officials in National Highway Division of the State PWD.

Leakage in revenue collection to be prevented

While talking about the decreasing state of revenue collection in the check gates, Sri Anjan Dutta, the Minister of State for Transport, assured the House that, steps has been initiated to put up computerized weigh bridges at Srirampur and Bauxirhat check gates to prevent the leakage in the revenue collection. He said that, the Congress government had immediately after assuming office, initiated steps to check the leakage, and that, the present collection increased from Rs. 84 crore in the year 2000-2001 to Rs. 104 crore in 2001-2002. Further, he added that action against the owners of the commercial vehicles who failed to pay tax on time were also taken, with the result that the registration and permit of about 40 city buses were suspended following random checking.

Grenade attack injures 2 CRPF

Unidentified militants had lobbed two grenades at a makeshift camp of the 64 battalion of CRPF in Paltanbazar area, which had blasted at around 8.30 pm. on April 8, injuring two CRPF constables. Sources informed that, after the grenade attack the two jawans were immediately shifted to the Guwahati Medical College, and the CRPF also, in retaliation of the grenade had fired around 20 rounds, but the ultras managed to escape unhurt. The two injured jawans were identified as Subhash Patil and CL Patil.

Meanwhile, the city police and CRPF have intensified checking in the city after the incident, but no one has been arrested till date, informed the sources. 

News on 8th April '2002 

UNESCO aid for Majuli 

In a bid to make the erosion-hit Majuli a World Heritage Site, the UNESCO has provided $ 20,000 to Majuli to prepare a dossier on the river island. The dossier is to be made ready by February 2004, said the sources. Sources however, informed that, if Majuli gets declared as a World Heritage Site, then it would receive worldwide attention and the problem of erosion and flood in Assam, could be solved. Sri Bharat Chandra Saikia, a front-line activist for protection and development of Majuli, while speaking to newspersons said that, the total area of Majuli has now been reduced to 640 sq.km from the original area of 1250 sq.km. and that, out of 62 xatras, only 28 xatras are present in Majuli.

Sources later informed that, forty xatras had to shifted to other places due to floods and erosion, and six xatras has been set up newly. However, some xatras, including the Beluguri xatra are facing the problem of illegal Bangladeshi infiltrators. Thus, Sri Saikia states that, if the river island gets the nomination as a World Heritage Site, then everything would be looked after properly.

ULFA ultras shot dead 

In an encounter with the security forces, two ULFA men were killed near Balisa village under Nalbari district, on April 7. Sources informed that, the incident took place when the security forces were patrolling in the area on the occasion of the banned outfit's 'raising day'. A huge cache of arms and ammunitions, including a 9 mm revolver, 18 rounds of ammunitions, a Chinese grenade and four detonators were also recovered by the security measures from the possession of the slain militants, informed the sources. 

Prabina Saikia award to Dr. Nirmal Prabha Bordoloi

Dr. Nirmal Prabha Bordoloi has been awarded the prestigious Prabina Saikia Literary Award at a function held in the Lakshmiram Baruah Sadan, on April 7. While receiving the award, Dr. Bordoloi said that, the award came to her as a recognition of love and gratitude of the people. She later, recalled her association with the late Prabina Saikia, whom she described as a writer who had a discerning understanding of human nature. However, during the occasion, Dr. Bordoloi also remembered her father's influence on her, and the surroundings that had a profound impact on her writings.

The Prabina Saikia award which has been instituted by the Asom Lekhika Sanstha in the memory of noted litterateur Prabina Saikia, was presented to her by noted litterateur and film-maker Dr. Bhabendra Nath Saikia. The award however, carries an amount of Rs. 10,000 and a citation, said the sources.

State Education policy criticized

The All Assam Students' Union (AASU) has flayed the State Government for implementing wrong policies that would result in deterioration of the education system in Assam. The AASU leaders claimed that, these policies of the government would create two distinct classes viz, the educated class and the uneducated class in the society. AASU president, Sri Prabin Boro, while addressing a press conference said that, the students organisation would never support the State government's move to cut the grant given to the colleges. He even pointed out that, the Government's action to cut the grant of deficit colleges was a step towards privatisation of education as the colleges would be forced to increase the fees of the students, which would however, hamper the poor students a lot. Later expressing his concern over the matter, he said that, the Government should initiate steps to prevent haphazard opening of colleges, as cut in grants is not the solution to the financial crunch faced by the State.

Sri Boro later revealed that, despite repeated demands by the AASU the Education department has so far failed to prepare a proper academic calendar right from primary to the university level, and that, such a step would lead to privatisation of education, said he.

Centre to be urged for judicial probe

In a bid to punish the guilty responsible for the custodial killing of Karna Bahadur Chetri in Jorhat district, on April 4, a delegation of the All Assam Nepali Students' Union (AANSU) would leave for New Delhi, on April 23, to press the Centre for a judicial enquiry into the killing. Sources informed that, the AANSU would also demand the Centre for the fulfillment of their various demands.

Members celebrate 65th foundation day of Assam Assembly

While addressing the 65th foundation day ceremony of the Assam Legislative Assembly held in the Central Hall of the Assembly, the Chief Minister Sri Tarun Gogoi, called upon all legislators of Assam to work unitedly cutting across party-political differences to solve the burning issues faced by the State. Talking about the dwindling economic scenario of the State that has been made even more compounded by the ongoing terrorism and divisive forces, Sri Gogoi said that, all the members should face the challenge boldly and try to overcome the crisis successfully.

Prithvi Mazhi, Speaker of the Assembly in his speech during the occasion, said that, the Assam Assembly since its inception in 1937 had been maintaining a high tradition of dignity and decorum, and so he urged upon the members to carry forward the tradition to even loftier height. Several other members of the House including Brindabon Goswami, Premadhar Bora, Pankaj Bora, Bimalangshu Roy, Hitendra Nath Goswami and Pabitra Deka also addressed the function, said the sources. 

AHRC to be moved against ULFA 

Accusing the banned ULFA's self-styled commander-in-chief Paresh Baruah of instigating the youths to resort to violence by luring them with promises of material comforts, a group of rural self-employed youths of Assam has decided to file as many as 500 petitions before the Assam Human Rights Commission (AHRC). Sources informed that, the youths would file the petitions before the AHRC on behalf of 500 mothers whose sons are currently hard-core cadres of the banned outfit.

Meanwhile, a procession was also taken out in the city in protest against the ULFA's demand for a sovereign Assam, on April 7.

ULFA to carry armed struggle 

Arabinda Rajkhowa, the Chairman of the banned outfit ULFA, has appealed to the cadres of the outfit to intensify the armed struggle to achieve their goal. Sri Rajkhowa in a release claimed that, despite the systematic exploitation of the security forces of the country, the cadres of the outfit remained undivided and that, now they would carry forward their national liberation struggle. Later talking about the ongoing exploitation committed by the Government forces, Sri Rajkhowa said that, the indigenous people of the State are facing severe hardships due to the exploitations and so said he that, the people should come forward to thwart the evil designs of the forces.

Further, calling the Prevention of Terrorism Act (POTA) a conspiracy of the Government, Rajkhowa alleged that, such an Act by the Indian Occupation force was introduced with an eye to kill the innocent people of the region. 

2 died while consuming wild mushroom

After consuming wild mushroom in Jorhat district and Charaideo subdivision under Sivasagar district, two persons died and fifteen others were admitted to hospital in severe condition, on April 6. The two deceased were identified as Pyolata Bora of Jorhat and Nakul Gowala of Charaideo subdivision.

Teachers suspended in Morigaon

The Director of Secondary Education, Assam has suspended three assistant teachers of Morigaon Girls Higher Secondary School from their service, with immediate effect. Sources informed that, the teachers were suspended for making a plot to take three girl students of the school to the Kaziranga National Park, with a bad intention. The teachers were known as Gahan Bora, Promode Tamuli and Kazimuddin Ahmed.

Pagladia dam opposed by Bodos

The construction of the Multi-purpose Pagladia Bandh Project (MPBP) on the Pagladia river, has been opposed by the Bodo people. S K Bwismuthiary informed that, the people of Bodoland had formed a committee to unite the Bodo people against construction of the Project. He said that, the 23-km long and 26.20-km high MPBP has already brought misery to the people of the region. He also said that, the construction of the project would uproot lakhs of people from 33 adjoining villages from their ancestral homes. However, Sri Bwismuthiary informed that, a memorandum has already been submitted to Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee and Water Resources Minister Arjun Sethi requesting them to scrap the inhuman and hostile dam project, immediately. 

News on 7th April '2002 

Tubewell scam to be probed 

Replying to the demands put on by the members of Assam Legislative Assembly, the State Government has assured the House of requesting the Chief Minister to handover the probe into multi-crore Shallow Tubewell scandal to the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI). Dr. Ardhendu Dey, the Agricultural Minister, while speaking on the issue assured the House that, he would take necessary steps in this regard immediately, after discussing the matter with the Chief Minister.

However, it is to be mentioned that, Sri Ripun Bora, the Congress MLA, had earlier initiated the discussion on the scam through a special motion. Later, participating in the discussions, Sri Bora drew the attention of the house on the CAG report, which indicated that, the State agriculture department had misused crores of rupees in implementation of NABARD sponsored shallow tubewell (STW) scheme during the previous AGP regime in the State. He further urged the State Government not to remain blind to the CAG report and said that, steps should be initiated to pinpoint and punish the culprits involved in the multi-crore scandal. However, he has also demanded that the case should be handed over to the CBI.

Walk-out staged in Assembly

During the Zero Hour in the State Assembly, the opposition Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) had staged a walk-out in Assam Assembly protesting against the State Government's decision to reduce the annual grant-in-aid to deficit colleges and universities of the State with effect from the current financial year. Sri Brindaban Goswami, the AGP legislator, while raising the issue in the Zero Hour of the Assembly, criticized the Government's decision that resulted in reduction of salary of college and univeristy teachers effective from March, 2002. Further the AGP legislators stated that, if the Government reduced the grant-in-aid to colleges, than the latter would also be forced to raise students fees to mobilise enough fund to pay UGC scale to the teachers, but then this would result in steep escalation of cost of higher education in the State. However, replying to the avertion made by the AGP legislator, the Education Minister Sri Hem Prakash Narayan, said that, the State Government has resorted to 10 percent cut in annual grant-in-aid to deficit colleges and universities only due to the financial constraints that the State is presently facing, and that, this would be in force for the next four financial years also, said Sri Narayan. 

Gogoi apologized before Assembly

Sri Tarun Gogoi, the State Chief Minister had apologized before the Assam Assembly for giving a wrong answer during the question hour, on March 11. Sources informed that, Sri Gogoi, while replying to a question said that, he had ventured out of the State only 11 times till February 15, after his taking over the charge as the Chief Minister. But, then on April 5, he had admitted that his answer was wrong as the figure should have been 21 and not 11. He said that, his office had provided him with the wrong information for which he had mistakenly said the above.

Cash hits the school kids' trip to Turkey

Assam school kids from Sonitpur district has been selected to represent India at the first international drama festival to be held at Turkey from May 20 to 25. Sources informed that, though the school kids has been selected, yet they suffer from tremendous financial problem, as two of them are living in extreme poverty, and for them a visit to a foreign country to show their dramatic forte was nothing but a drama.

Sources further informed that, 'United Artist', a Tezpur based dramatic group which has won several accolades recently, has been selected to stage 'School Bag', at the first international drama festival. The director of the School Bag, Aishwariya Kakoti, while speaking to newspersons said that, before, the entire travelling expenditures of such journeys were incurred by them, but presently, they too are facing tremendous funch crunch, so they seek a helping hand from the State Government to ensure their trip to stage. She also informed that, the ensing international drama festival was being organised by the International Amateur Theatre Association, Denmark, a corporate body of the UNESCO.

News on 6th April '2002
Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) to be made stronger 

Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee in a two-day conference of the Heads of Panchayats from across the country, held at New Delhi, on April 5, favoured an amendment to the Constitution to make the Panchayat bodies more stronger than before. Congress President Sonia Gandhi also demanded a special meeting of the National Development Council to build consensus on it. Smt. Gandhi while disclosing her willingness to make panchayat bodies of the country more stronger, said that, it could be done by disbanding the District Rural Development Agencies and merging them with district panchayats. She had also favoured direct government funding to the Panchayats. Meanwhile, observing the responsibilities of the Panchayats, Sri Vajpayee said that, the Panchayats have too many responsibilities but have no funds to carry out its important programmes. He however, said that, though the country was facing from an economic crisis presently, yet his Government was trying its level best to overcome all difficulties and is marching forward towards improvement and development.

4 Adivasis killed in Kokrajhar

Four Adivasi people were killed by a group of suspected NDFB militants at Satyapur Bardhara in Hatikola forest under Gossaigaon sub-division, on April 5. Sources informed that, a number of Adivasi people were collecting wood from the area, when suddenly a group of armed NDFB militants appeared on the spot and fired indiscriminately at them, killing three persons on the very spot, while the fourth one succumbed to his injuries at the hospital.

Meanwhile, the All Adivasi Students' Association (AASA) has called an 11-hour Kokrajhar bandh on April 8, in protest against the killings. 

Sad demise of Lumber Dai

Lumber Dai, the famous litterateur has breathed his last at a city nursing home, on April 5. Sources informed that, he was suffering from severe complications affecting his kidney and intestine, during the time of his death.

The author of famous 'Prithivir Hanhi', Lumber Dai, has to his credit a good number of novels like 'Kainar Mulya', short stories and a number of articles. Though he was an Arunachali by birth, he took up to writing Assamese since the days of the epoch-making literary magazine 'Ramdhenu', said the sources.

However, besides his creative potentiality, he had also worked as a senior officer in various capacities of the Arunachal Pradesh Government, such as the Director of Information and Public relations.

Rail track blasted

Suspected militants exploded two bombs, planted by themselves at the down Kanchenjungha Express between Gossaigaon and Srirampur railway stations, on April 5. Sources informed that, the militants had planted the bomb on the railway track 189/1-2, and had blasted it at around 4.06 a.m. resulting in derailment of two coaches of the train, leaving four persons badly injured. The injured persons were immediately, after the incident rushed to Srirampur hospital and were admitted in critical condition. They were identified as Sri Utpal Saha (passenger), Sri A C Dey (TTE), Sri Sukumar Sarkar (TTE) and Sri Debashis Nag (TTE). Sources also informed that, the police had later recovered another bomb on the track.

However, going by the modus operandi of the blast, it has been suspected that it is the handiwork of the NDFB outfit, though the area is dominated by both the NDFB and ULFA militants, informed the police sources.

Centre flayed for delay in BTC creation

The Central and the State Government's delay in creation of the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) has raised doubts of the Bodo Liberation Tiger (BLT) over the sincerity of both the Governments. The BLT severely criticizing the Centre and the State Government for delaying the creation of BTC, has expressed their anguish over the delay, despite the Cabinet resolution passed by Assam Government in favour of it. 

News on 5th April '2002 

Guwahati-Bangkok flight begins
With the maiden Air India flight taking off to Thailand capital Bangkok with a capacity of 200 passengers on board, Guwahati is now put on the international aviation map. Sources informed that, the Airbus 310 took off from the tarmac of Lokapriya Gopinath Bordoloi International (LGBI) Airport at around 3 o'clock, on April 4.

Union Minister for Civil Aviation Syed Shahnawaz Hussain, Governor of Assam Lt. Gen (retd) SK Sinha, Assam's CM Tarun Gogoi alongwith other ministerial colleagues and many other dignitaries were present at GNB International Airport, Guwahati, during the occasion to witness the launching of Air India's International flight between Guwahati and Bangkok, informed the sources. Syed Shahnawaz Hussain, the Union Civil Aviation Minister, during his inaugural speech said that, it was for the first time in the country that an inaugural international flight was full to its capacity. Later lauding Guwahati as one of the lucky destination for Air India, he said that, Guwahati has made about Rs. 20 crore profit this year after a long gap of seven years despite the global recession in the industry after September 11 terrorist strikes in American capital.

Intelligentsia asked not to throw up hands in finding solution

Vice-president Sri Krishan Kant, during his four-day visit to Meghalaya and Sikkim, inaugurated the 15th court meeting of the North Eastern Hill University at the Raj Bhawan in Shillong, where he said that, the intelligentsia should try their best in finding solutions to the problems of extremist, social unrest and violence that has been afflicting the North-Eastern region, since long. He said that, the intelligentsia should come forward to play its role in the general efforts to find solutions to the problems of the region.

Later, Sri Kant lauded the NEHU for maintaining high academic standards and discipline in the region, which has earned it a four-star rating from the National Accreditation Council (NAC). 

BSF not to be deployed on internal security duty

Director General, BSF, Gurbachan Jagat, while addressing a ceremonial parade and investiture of the BSF in Shillong, informed that, the Union Government has taken up a policy decision not to deploy the BSF on internal security duty and that from now onwards, the troops would be guarding the international border only, said he. Mr. Jagat later revealed that, more than 50 BSF battalions were engaged on internal security duty, mainly in J&K, the North Eastern States and Gujarat besides election duty, and that, diversion of these troops would be made immediately. However, this decision has been taken by the Government under certain compelling circumstances of growing insurgents in various parts of the country and activities of foreign agencies inimical to the country's interests, informed the sources. 

No safe passage for ULFA chief

The State Government's offer of the passage given to ULFA chairman Arabinda Rajkhowa, has been rejected by him, doubting it to be a conspiracy of the Government to entrap him. Sources informed that, Sri Rajkhowa had also opposed the State Government's proposal to engage the editors and intellectuals of the State to mediate between his organisation and the Government. Later, Sri Rajkhowa while rejecting the safe passage offered to him by the Government said that, he was very willing to see his ailing father at the fag-end of his life, and that, he do not feel it necessary for him to take the permission of any foreign Government to meet his parents, whom he have not met since September 17, 1984. 

North east CMs barred from Bangkok trip 

Following an emergency directive from the Prime Minister's Office, the Chief Ministers of North Eastern States, who were included in the list of special guests of Air India to travel on board to Bangkok, were barred from taking the flight together. Sources informed that, the PM's Office directed the Air India not to take so many VIPs including the NE-State Chief ministers and Union Minister of State for Water Resources, Bijoya Chakraborty, in the inaugural flight to Bangkok as no official programmes were organized by Indian Embassy in the other end for the benefit of the VIPs from there. However, the PMO asked Air India for arranging a trip for the Chief ministers of the region in a subsequent day after finalisation of proper programme for them in Bangkok with different quarters in Thailand.

PM to be met on Rangiya Rly division issue

An all-party delegation has decided to call on the Prime Minister, Union Home Minister and the Union Railway Minister, on May 9, for the Centre's unusual delay in opening up the work of the Rangiya Rail division. Sources informed that, the decision was taken at a meeting held in Guwahati recently, that was attended by the All Kamrup District Students' Union (AKDSU) and the Rangiya Rail Division Sangram Samiti. 

ACTA stir

The Government's failure in revoking its decision to deduct 15 percent of its share in deficit colleges, had forced the Assam College Teachers' Association (ACTA) to admonish the Government that it would boycott the college examination process starting from April 22, and also the next higher secondary academic session. The ACTA had also given a deadline to the Government of April 12, to clear its stand, said the sources.

Sri Bijoy Sharma and Sri Jyoti Prasad Gogoi, the president and the secretary respectively of the ACTA, while addressing a press conference said that, the Government's directive to the colleges to raise fees by five times to meet the 15 percent deficit was irrational and that, it would be a very heavy burden on the students and the guardians, besides, they said that, this too, would not be able to meet with the deficit. Later, they claimed that, the Government should rescind the decision as it would effectively close the door for higher education for most of the students as 95 percent of the total student population are in such colleges. 

Probe on Green house scam begins

Dr. Bhumidhar Barman, the Panchayat and Rural Development Minister, while replying to a question asked by the Congress MLA Nilamani Sen Deka, in the State Assembly, on April 4, announced that, the State Government has already initiated action against those politicians, Government officials and businessmen who were involved in the multi-crore Green House scam. He said that, appropriate action as per law would be taken against those responsible for the scam. However, besides the State Government, the Public Accounts Committee (PAC) has also taken a serious note of the inquiry report, said Sri Barman.

Sri Barman later revealed that, though the then AGP Government was intimated about the scam, it did not pay any heed to it, and that, after the Congress Government came to power an inquiry commission was set up and the Government is now taking action as per law, against those found involved in the scam. 

News on 4th April '2002 

Academy awards presented 

Government of Assam Lt. Gen(retd) SK Sinha presented the prestigious Sangeet Natak Academy Fellowship and awards for the year 2001 to 28 eminent personalities in the field of performing arts at a solemn function held at serene ambience of Srimanta Sankardeva Kalakshetra on 3rd April ,2002.

There were five awardees from north eastern region, two-from Assam, two from Manipur and one from Meghalaya. Sattriya dance guru from the state Ghanakanta Bora Barbayan and veteran actor Girish Choudhury; Manipur dance exponent Chaur Sija Mathur ,and Manipur Natasankirtan artiste,L Lakapati Singh;and folk musician from Meghalaya,Komik Khongjirem were among those who were honoured with the award at the Sangeet Natak Academy presentation function held for the first time in the region, thanks to the efforts of the incumbent chairmanship of the Academy ,Dr Bhupen Hazarika ,the legendary multi-faceted artiste from Assam.

'Tea industry must work in State's interest'
The Minister of state for Industries, Sri Pradyut Bordoloi assured the state Assembly that the State Government would never allow the tea industry to go against the interests of the state. Replying to a call attention motion by Smt Pranati Phuan(Cong), Sri Bordoloi said that the Chief Minister had a meeting with the members of Planters' Associations and reminded them that they should have some commitment towards the state. 

Maiden flight to Bangkok  

Air India has made elaborate arrangements at the Lokapriya Gopinath Bardoloi International Airport for the maiden Guwahati-Bankok flight. The first flight is expected to take off from the airport on 4th April at 2.45 pm after a brief inaugural function.

The director (public relations) of Air India, Sri Jitender Bhargava told newspersons that all facilities have been completed so that the passenger do not face any problem. "All tickets for tomorrow's flight have been sold off, which indicates that the flight will get a good response from the people in future."

It was a long -pending demand of Assam as well as other States of the north -eastern region to have an international airport for attracting foreign tourists, particularly from the South-East Asian countries.

AASU boycotts Brahmaputra Board function
The Assam Students' Union (AASU) boycotted the Brahmaputra Board function held at Guwahati planetarium on the flood problem of Assam in protest against the failure of Union Minister of State for Water Resources Bijoya Chakravorty to convince the Union Government for recognising Assam's flood problem as a national one. 

News on 3rd April '2002 

Indefinite delay of NE rly projects : Dr. Arun Sharma 

Dr. Arun Sharma, the AGP MP and member of parliamentary standing committee on railway ministry, said that, all the North east railway projects are likely to suffer an indefinite delay on account of marginal allocation of funds. Dr. Sharma revealed this after attending the meeting which focused on the railway activities in the North east. The meeting was held at new Delhi, on April 2, and was attended by railway board members, representatives of the finance ministry, Planning Commission and the Department for Development of North-east. Sri Sharma who was the lone member from the region to attend the meeting informed that, the future of railway projects in the entire North-east region was bleak, as it might suffer unnecessary delay.

Sangeet Natak Akademi awards on April 3

The prestigious Sangeet Natak Akademi awards would be presented at a glittering function at Srimanta Sankardev Kalakshetra, on April 3. Sources informed that, Governor Lt General (retd) SK Sinha would give away the awards to the winners for music, dance and drama. It is to be mentioned that, the Akademi's annual award ceremony in the past were held in major cities as Mumbai, Chennai and Kolkata, and that, this is for the first time that the prestigious event would held in the North-east.

HQs of Tea Cos. to be shifted to State

In a bid to improve the unemployment problem prevailing in the State, the Assam Legislative Assembly has passed a resolution in the house, on April 2, demanding that the big Tea Companies having gardens in Assam, should shift their Head quarters to the State. The resolution that received support of all the parties including the ruling Congress was moved by Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) legislators Sri Jagadish Bhuyan, Sri Dilip Kumar Saikia, Sri Gunin Hazarika and Sri Hitendra Nath Goswami and independent legislator Sri Panindra Deka. Later, the House also urged the Centre to take necessary steps in this regard.

Sri Panindra Deka, while speaking on the issue said that, such a resolution was also raised by the All Assam Student's Union (AASU) way back in 1974, but then the Central Government did not pay any heed to it. AGP legislator Sri Sarbananda Sonowal, also present in the House pointed out that a number of unemployed youths would get direct or indirect benefits, if the Head quarters of the tea companies are shifted to Assam.

STATFED on its way of reviving

Sri Jatin Hazarika, the new Chairman of the STATFED , while revealing a revival package for the ailing federation, said that, the STATFED, which has been a financially poor PSU for the past several years would stand on its feet in the next one year if it receives cooperation from all concerned. Sri Hazarika, while briefing to newspersons informed that, the STATFED management had recently approved a scheme for production, packaging and sale of pure mustard oil with the brand name Tripti by entering a licence agreement with M/S Shree Seco Pvt. Ltd., a reputed mustard oil manufacturing company of Jaipur. He later stated that, the STATFED had already moved the State Government to sanction Rs. Four crore as share capital to take up the new business of essential commodities, and also said that, the management had somehow tried to recover Rs. 7.70 crore from various departments against supply of materials. 

State flood problem a national problem : Bijoya

The flood problem of Assam's Brahmaputra river has been accepted as a crisis of national importance by the National Water Policy - 2002, said Smt. Bijoya Chakraborty, the Union Minister of State for Water Resources. After the long-pending demands of declaring Assam's flood problem as a national problem, the problem has now been accepted as of national importance and that now it is to be tackled over, as the new Water Policy has accorded top priority to flood and drought problems, said Smt Chakraborty. Later while talking to newspersons Smt. Chakraborty said that, adequate provisions have been made in the policy for flood cushioning and de-siltation. An amount of Rs. 20 crore has also been released from the Centre to Assam for flood control works, promising another instalment of Rs. 25 crore is awaiting for disbursement if the State Government could furnish the necessary documentation like utilization certificates, informed Smt. Bijoya Chakraborty. 

Narayan claims necessity of Special Act to punish officials 

In order to punish the officials who are indulged in illegal appointments, despite the ban given by the Education Department, the State Government should bring a special legislation Act to empower the Government to hand exemplary punishment to the concerned officials, stated Mr. Hem Prakash Narayan, the State Education Minister, in the State Assembly, on April 2. Sources informed that, the Minister made the statement in response to the demand raised by ruling party MLA, Himanta Bishwa Sharma, who said that the House must consider bringing a special legislation to empower Government to even imprison Government officials if found guilty of irregular appointments or other anomalies that had become the order of the day in the State Education Department. Sri Dilip Kumar Saikia, the AGP legislator, also alleged that, a vicious circle of officials at different level in the Education Department had indulged themselves in illegal appointments, and so this circle should be uprooted to stop such kind of corruptions, said he.

Sale of land to outsiders should be banned : Panindra Deka

Expressing grave concern over the demographic pattern of the State and pointing out at the thick density of population in Assam in comparison to the national average, Sri Panindra Deka, the Independent legislator, moved a resolution in the State Assembly, calling for a ban on sale of land to anyone other than indigenous persons of the State. Sri Deka also demanded introduction of inner line permit system in Assam and said that the land laws should be amended immediately to prevent excessive population in the State. Himanta Bishwa Sharma, Congress MLA, also while expressing his view on the issue said that, there should be clean-cut definition of indigenous people, so that one can well recognize them. However, the sub-committee formed in this regard has already adopted a principled stand to use the National Register of Citizens, 1951 and the voters list of 1952 to determine the indigenous people, said Sri Sarbananda Sonowal, the AGP legislator.

NLFT killed tribal villager

A tribal villager was shot dead by some insurgents of banned National Liberation Front of Tripura (NLFT) in West Tripura, on April 1. Sources informed that, a group of six heavily armed NLFT ultras raided Sidhai village of West Tripura District and suddenly stormed the house of a villager and shot him dead before fleeing from the spot. The slain villager was identified as Nikhil Debbarma. Police had immediately launched a search operation to nab the culprits in the area, informed the sources.

Tripura Annual Plan fixed at Rs. 625 crore

The Tripura annual plan for the financial year 2002-03, has been fixed at Rs. 625 crore, at a meeting held between Planning Commission Deputy Chairman K C Pant and State Chief Minister Manik Sarkar at New Delhi, on April 1. Sources informed that, the State had also urged the Centre for more funds under Prime Minister's Gram Yojana (PMGY) and special Central assistance for taking up improvement of roads, bridges and for setting up a medical college at Agartala. 

Substantive talks on Naga issue should start : BJP

PB Acharya, the BJP national secretary, while talking to newspersons after inaugurating the Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhya hall at the party office in Nagaland, on April 2, said that, substantive talks on the Naga issue should be held as early as possible to solve the long lasting Naga problem. He said that, the Naga issue which is a political one, should have a common platform, comprising representatives from NGOs, political parties and churches that might help in beginning the talks between the Centre and NSCN (I-M). Later urging the Centre and the NSCN (I-M) to start the substantive talks on Naga political issue, the BJP party leaders also said that, the Centre should include all the sections of society in the on-going peace process to find a solution to the problem. 

News on 2nd April '2002 

Centre urged to declare State floods as national problem 

The State Chief minister Sri Tarun Gogoi, had, while participating in the fifth meeting of National Water Resources Council held at New Delhi, reiterated the demand that, the Centre should agree the flood problem of Assam as a national problem. Sri Gogoi asserted that, the devastating flood problem of Assam should be given due importance and the problem should be solved at the national level by construction of suitable detention reservoirs at the upper reaches with active cooperation of the neighboring states and countries. The meeting was presided over by Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, said the sources. 

Probe demanded into Saralpara killings

Unsatisfied with the answer given by the State Home Minister, regarding the Saralpara killings in Kokrajhar district, the opposition parties viz, BDLP and AGP MLAs demanded deputation of a all-party House Committee to make an on-spot enquiry into the killings. The BDLP legislator, Promila Rani Brahma informed the house that the Armymen had forced the five villagers from their house at gun point at night and then later killed them in a fake encounter. This had however, gripped the entire Saralpara village, while the Army officer responsible for the killings was still operating in the area, said Smt. Brahma. Sri Pradyut Bordoloi later informed the House that, the State Government was not in a position to table the findings of the enquiry as it was still awaiting the report from the Lower Assam Commissioner which was investigating into the incident. He further informed that, the earlier enquiry conducted by a Magistrate was inconclusive. However, the deployment of the Army in the area has already been withdrawn even though the area has a CRPF post, said Sri Bordoloi.

VRS likely to be introduced in ASEB 

Sri Devananda Konwar, the Minister for Finance and Power, while talking in a press meet, disclosed that, the State Government has decided to introduce voluntary retirement scheme (VRS) in the Assam State Electricity Board (ASEB), to revive the 49 Public Sector Units (PSUs) in the State. The government has already submitted a proposal for introduction of VRS in the ASEB for 200 persons and a detailed scheme in this regard would be forwarded to the Planning Commission, shortly, said Sri Konwar. However, asserting that, the Government would not be able to give budgetary support to the sick PSUs, Sri Konwar said that, the concerned departments had been asked to make an assessment of the assets and liabilities of the PSUs to chalk out plans for the revival of the PSUs. He later revealed that, the Planning Commission has assured to provide financial aid to introduce VRS in the PSUs and that, the Centre has already released an amount of Rs. 25 crore for introduction of VRS in the Assam State Transport Corporation (ASTC).

Govt. hunts for mediator

Assam Government is now in a bid to entrust a team of newspaper editors and prominent citizens to act as mediator between the Government and the outlawed United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) outfit. Sri Tarun Gogoi, the State Chief Minister, while talking in a meeting with newspaper editors, said that, he had no objection if Jnanpith Award winner, Mamoni Raisom Goswami, comes forward and take up the task of mediating with the ULFA. He said that, such a move with mediators acting as a bridge between the two sides is expected to help end the two decades of violent insurrection in Assam.

Later, while addressing a group of Congress party workers on the occasion of Mr. Paban Singh Ghatowar taking over as the new APCC president, Sri Gogoi said that, the Centre should initiate talks with the ULFA on the lines of the ongoing negotiations with the NSCN (IM). However, it is to be mentioned that, the ULFA had recently hinted about holding talks with the government. 

Creation of BTC assured

Sri Bharat Chandra Narah, the Assam WPT and BC minister, while speaking at the open session of the birth anniversary celebration of Bodofa Upendra Nath Brahma, on March 31, at Thulunggapuri, Dotma, said that, the State Government would go ahead with the creation of the BTC as no political party in the State was against its creation under the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution. However, the issue regarding the inclusion of boundaries in the BTC area, is still under discussion in the Cabinet, said Sri Narah.

Meanwhile, Mr. UG Brahma, the newly-elected Rajya Sabha member while speaking at the occasion, said that, all the rights of non-Bodos in the proposed BTC area would be well protected.

News on 1st April '2002
Gogoi opposes POTA implementation in State 

Briefing to newspersons over phone, Chief Minister Sri Tarun Gogoi, said that, the implementation of Prevention of Terrorism Act (POTA) was not necessary in the State as there are many such existing laws which could deal with the terrorists in the State. He said that, Assam could effectively solve out the terrorism problem with the existing laws like Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, Disturbed Areas Act, and many such other laws. However, he asserted that the non-implementation of POTA in Assam would not affect on the Centre-State relationship. 

Assam's sovereignty cannot be compromised : ULFA

The United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) outfit in an article of its newsletter The Freedom, asserted that, they would never compromise with the sovereignty issue of Assam. The article revealed that, no military adventurism could compel the organisation to dilute its resolution of sovereignty of Assam. The ULFA leadership in their article also claimed that, despite systematic killings of their cadres, under the patronage of the Government of India, the ULFA cadres are still united.

SAKP agitation from April 5

A vigorous agitation has been decided to be launched by the Sadou Asam Karmachari Parishad (SAKP) from April 5 onwards. Sources informed that, the SAKP has decided to launch the agitational programme in protest against the State Government's failure to resolve the demands of the employees. The decision of launching the stir was taken at the SAKP's Central executive meeting held in Dhubri, on April 1. However, on the very first day of their agitation the SAKP members would launch a sit-in-demonstration, informed the sources. 

Extortion at checkgates to be prevented : Bordoloi

Sri Pradyut Bordoloi, the Minister of State for Home, while talking about the increasing cases of extortion at checkgates in the House, assured the State Assembly that, strict measures would be taken to prevent extortion at checkgate all over the State.

Sri Dilip Saikia, the AGP legislator, while bringing a Call Attention Motion in the house raised the issue of the unabated extortion in the checkgates and alleged that, it was the Government's wish to allot the checkgates to whoever it likes, be they are Mafia, surrendered militants or any underground elements. However, he later said that, the Government should stop such kind of loot Raj in the checkgates to save the economy of the State, which has been hampering the poor people at large. Sri Bordoloi, later while replying to Saikia's contention admitted that, the checkgate culture was throwing a spanner in economic development of the State and has triggered escalation of prices. But, Sri Bordoloi assured the House that, police officials of the State had already been strictly instructed to keep a strong vigil and prevent extortion by persons manning the checkgates in the State. He also assured that, no policemen would be spared if found hobnobbing with extortionists at the checkgates.

Right to Information Bill passed in State Assembly

The Assam Right to Information Bill which was moved in the Assembly by the Minister of State for Home, Sri Pradyut Bordoloi, on behalf of the Chief Minister, Sri Tarun Gogoi, was passed by voice vote in the Assam Legislative Assembly, on April 1. Sources informed that, the Bill aimed to provide right to information to promote openness, transparency and accountability in administration and to make democracy more meaningful. However, it is to be mentioned that, the Right to Information Bill was also moved in the last session of the Assembly, but after certain matters raised by the members of the House, the Bill was sent to the select committee of the House. Sources however, informed that, the Bill now has been passed with the amendments recommended by the select committee.

The Right to Information Act, would allow any person to get the information if he desires to obtain the same, after submitting an application to the concerned office. However, certain information has also been specified by the Act that would not be revealed to the citizens under the provisions of the Act, which might in some way or other affect the sovereignty and integrity of the State and the Centre as well. 

NE funding pattern might be changed

The long-pending demand of changing the funding pattern of Central schemes to the North Eastern regions, from the current 75:25 to 90:10, has been favourably considered by the Planning Commission, converting the pattern to that of given to the Special Category States. Sources informed that, Assam has been in the fore-front in pressing for the change and that, the issue has been discussed at various meetings with the Planning Commission and the Union Finance Ministry, in the State.

It is to be mentioned that, the issue of changing the funding pattern has been a subject of great controversy among the political leaders until a Group of Officers was appointed to look into the issue. However, after investigating, the Group of Officers submitted a report to the Union Rural Development Minister, M Venkaiah Naidu, recommending change in the funding pattern, which was later forwarded to the Planning Commission for consideration.

ADB loan sought for resolving financial crisis

Assam Government has set all its basis for knocking on the doors of the Asian Development Bank (ADB) seeking loans for resolving the financial crunch prevailing in the State. It is to be mentioned that, the Minister for Department of Development of Northeast Region (DONER), Sri Arun Shourie, had, after discussing the matter with Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, propounded the idea of seeking loans from external aid agency to resolve the financial crisis being faced by a number of Northeastern States. However, informed the sources that, Sri Shourie was already in touch with ADB on behalf of Assam seeking the terms of such financial restructuring assistance. This move of procuring loans from external agencies was actually made after it has become clear that the Central Government was in no mood to bail out Gogoi's government, said the sources. 
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