	Back issues - March'2002 

	 


	News on 31st March '2002 

Ghatowar new APCC (I) Chief 

Taking over the charge as new president of the Assam Pradesh Congress (I) Committee (APCC), Sri Pawan Singh Ghatowar, asserted in a press conference that, he would try his best to develop goodwill among the tribal people of the State. He said that, the party's main work was to unite all the tribal communities for building a greater Assamese society, and that, time has already come to work together for the development of the State. Further, ruling out any rift with Chief minister Tarun Gogoi, Sri Ghatowar said that, he had no grudge with Sri Gogoi and that he was appointed as the party chief only with the blessings of Sri Gogoi and the party high command, Smt. Sonia Gandhi. Sri Ghatowar, later, while asked about the reconstitution of the party, replied that, he had some specific agenda to be implemented which would need certain changes in the party regulations, and that, he would take all possible steps to implement the election manifesto. However, regarding the secret killings that took place during the last AGP-regime, he disclosed that the State Government has already constituted a commission to find out the fact. The president also said that, the State Government has been trying its level best to clear the salaries timely, in future, informed the sources.

NDFB ultra killed
In an encounter with the troops of Red Horns Division of Army, an NDFB militant was shot dead, near Hathipati village under Sootea police station in Sonitpur district, on March 30. Sources informed that, the Army killed the ultra while operating in lower Assam during a tip-off operation. The Army had also recovered a .303 rifle, 13 live cartridges, a bicycle and some incriminating documents from the possession of the slain militant, informed the sources. 

News on 30th March '2002
Bandh called in Bilasipara

A 12-hour bandh has been called in some parts of Assam, Meghalaya and West Bengal, by the New Moinaguri-Jogighopa New Railway Line Extension Demand Committee, on April 4. Sources informed that, the Committee called for the 12-hour bandh demanding construction of a new alternative railway line connecting New Moinaguri in North Bengal to Jogighopa of Assam. 

AAU stir called off

The agitational programmes called by the students of the Assam Agricultural University (AAU) demanding immediate removal of the University Dean, has been called off, on March 31. Sources informed that, the fast-unto-death programme was called off following the affirmation of the university authorities to start an enquiry into the students' allegation against the Dean and the reported remarks of the university authorities. The panel of the two-member sub-committee has been asked to submit a report within a month, said the sources. 

News on 29th March '2002 

NDFB camp busted in Kokrajhar
Acting on a tip-off search operation, the troops of the Red Horns Division had busted a camp of the NDFB ultras located in Balukhola area of Kachugaon, under Kokrajhar district, recently. Sources informed that, the troops while operating on a specific information, recovered a huge cache of arms from the area, which were neatly wrapped in polythene and were buried three feet underground near the roots of a huge tree. 

Hot race on the swing for ZPC president

Several competitions for the post of president of the Dibrugarh Zila Parishad Council (ZPC) are on the swing. The ZPC which is a body like a mini-Assembly, possesses immense financial resources that usually comes straight from New Delhi. Sources informed that, ZPC is also the only agency for all rural development works. The names of the candidates who are in the forefront of the queue include Nagen Borthakur and Nityananda Phukan. However, senior Congress sources said that, the party would prefer an unanimous choice for the post, instead of going in for election.

News on 28th March '2002
Govt. criticized for its failure

The Opposition Party has created a noisy scene in the Assam Assembly, on March 26, over the failure of the State Government to pay the salaries of the employees. Sources informed that, the opposition party had also walked-out from the Assembly over the government's failure. However, a number of the agitating Government employees were staging a sit-in-demonstration near the Assembly complex, where the police had bursted tear gas shells to disperse the agitators, informed the sources. Sri Brindaban Goswami, the AGP president while criticizing the Government's failure for releasing the salaries, had alleged that the police also resorted to a lathicharge on the employees who were agitating over non-payment of salaries. Sri Zoii Nath Sharma, an AGP leader also while criticizing the Government said that, the government should declare a financial emergency in the State in such a situation.

Porous border creates tension among student leaders

In a recent visit to Karimganj by a joint State Government-cum-AASU team led by the Minister of State for Home, Sri Pradyut Bardoloi, the team discussed various problems regarding the porous border of Karimganj with the district administration. The team included among others, the Education and Assam Accord Implementation Minister, Hem Prakash Narayan, AASU adviser Samujjal Bhattacharya, AASU president Prabin Boro, AASU general secretary Amiya Bhyuan and senior State Government officials. Later, while talking to newspersons, Sri Hemprakash Narayan informed that, regarding the various problems of Karimganj border, details have been collected from the BSF and the Karimganj district administration. The AASU leaders also, while expressing their deep concern on the issue said that, the Indo-Bangla border in Karimganj district was not protected and that, infiltrators were sneaking in through the border due to insufficient patrolling by police and BSF.

News on 27th March '2002
Police lathicharge - injures 6 persons

The members of the Sanmilita Janagosthiya Sangram Samiti (SJSS) who were on a procession at Dispur Gate, were lathicharged by the police, on March 26. Sources informed that, at least six persons, including five women were injured by the police lathicharge. It is to be mentioned that, about 1000 members of the SJSS took out the procession opposing the creation of the proposed Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC). Sources informed that, the agitating members had also pelted stones at the police deployed in the area. However, in order to control the situation, the police had initially fired six tear gas shells and then lathicharged the members of the SJSS.

AGP withdraws support on POTO Bill

Indicating snapping of ties with the national party, the AGP remained abstain from voting on the POTO Bill in the joint session of the Parliament, on March 26. Sources informed that, during the joint session, Dr. Arun Sharma, the lone AGP Rajya Sabha member, while rejecting to support the Bill said that, the BJP was exercising double standards with it. However, it is to be mentioned that, the AGP MP was in a dilemma previously, when he was requested by the BJP Central leadership to support the government in the Rajya Sabha. But later, he decided that his party was from the very beginning opposed to such Acts like TADA, NSA, POTO etc., which has anti-democratic features.

All tribal Councils won't be covered under Sixth Schedule : Narah

The possibility of bringing all Tribal Councils under the purview of the Sixth Schedule has been ruled out by the Minister for Welfare of Plains Tribes and Backward Classes (WPT & BC), Sri Bharat Chandra Narah, on March 26. The Minister, while answering to a question in the House, informed that, the villages which are to be included in Mising Autonomous Council (MAC) were yet to be identified. Discussions on the issue would be started in no time by the government, said he. However, the State Survey Department has already been entrusted with the responsibility to make a study in this regard, said Sri Narah. 

Militants should come forward for talks says Bordoloi

Answering to a debate on the cut motions in the Assembly session on the demand for a grant of Rs. 7850261000 for the Police Department for the year 2002-2003, Sri Pradyut Bordoloi, the Minister of State for Home said that, the people of Assam needs restoration of peace and so the militants should respect the sentiments of the people and come forward for talks. He said that, the State Government has been trying to create an atmosphere for talks with the militant outfits for a lasting solution. However, he stated that, the Central Government would have to, at first, decide the problem regarding the preconditions put forward by the ULFA to come for talks as the State Government has a limited role to play in this regard. He later, while talking about the Police department, said the House that, steps has already been initiated for modernisation of the 56,000 strong police force. 

News on 26th march '2002 

ULFA cadre shot dead
In an encounter with the Army personnel, an ULFA militant was killed near Sila Reserve forest in Kamrup district, on March 25. Sources informed that, the slain ULFA cadre was involved in the recent killing of the Kamrup DSP Devajit Pathak. The slain ultra was however, identified as Dilip Saloi alias Bhaiti Adhikari.

AGP's stand against POTO

Sri Brindaban Goswami, the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) president, in a press release informed that, the AGP Rajya Sabha MP, Dr. Arun Kumar Sharma, would abstain from voting on the POTO Bill in the joint session of Parliament, on March 26. Sri Goswami said that, the AGP was opposed to the POTO from the very beginning, as they were against such Acts like NSA, TADA etc.

Hunger strike called off
The 72-hour's hunger strike given by the All Assam Gaon Panchayat Secretary Association as part of their fourth phase agitational programme, on March 25, was called off, informed the sources. Sources informed that, the Association took the decision of withdrawing the strike, following assurance from Panchayat and Rural Development Minister, Dr. Bhumidhar Barman, on regularisation of services of gaon panchayat secretaries.

Borsola Beel : a sewage reservoir

Borsola Beel, which was once a major water body of the city, has presently turned into a sewage reservoir, said the sources. The Beel previously had all the potentials to make Guwahati an excellent modern city, but now it has all the elements in it to turn into a veritable portent for a vast area of the city. The Pollution Control Board, Assam (PCBA) sources informed that, the water of the beel is now extremely contaminated with sewage, receiving pollutants through municipal drains, municipal solid waste from the wholesale fish market operating from inside the beel area and also domestic wastes from the encroached and nearby habitations. The beel has now acquired all the vitiosity to pollute ground water in its neighbouring areas, said the sources. 
APCC chief appointed : Ghatowar tipped to take over

MP Paban Singh Ghatowar has been appointed as the new Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) president, on March 25, by the All India Congress Committee (AICC). Sources informed that, Sri Ghatowar would reach Guwahati, on March 30, after Holi to formally take over charge of the State Congress president's post. However, it is to be mentioned that, though Ghatowar was tipped to take over as the APCC chief, yet the AICC weighed all options including consultations with Chief Minister, Tarun Gogoi, before announcing his appointment. 

CM urged to make administration work

The Federation of Industries and Commerce of North Eastern Region (FINER) had submitted a memorandum to the State Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, demanding urgent steps to make the administration function properly and regularly. Expressing their dissatisfaction over the State Government's failure to make its offices function, the FINER said that, the State Government should take disciplinary action against those employees who are only interested in getting payment of their salaries. Later, the apex body of industries in its memorandum stated that, the State Government in its cash-strapped situation should make its offices function at the end of this financial year which is the hightime for meeting its target of revenue collection from different sources.

Repeal IM (DT) Act : AASU

In a bid to force the Central Government to take a decision regarding the demand for a joint session of the Parliament, by March 27, for scrapping the Illegal Migrants (Determination by Tribunals ) Act, the All Assam Students' Union (AASU) has threatened to launch a vigorous agitation including an Assam Bandh, in the State. Sri Prabin Boro, the AASU president, and Sri Amiya Kumar Bhuyan, general secretary of AASU, while addressing a press conference said that, if the Central Government fails to protect the rights of the people of Assam by repealing the IM (DT) Act, then they would be forced to take action by launching a vigorous movement for the protection of the rights of the people. The even claimed that, if the Central government could hold a joint session to pass the POTO Act, then why cannot the Centre hold a joint session for repealing the IM (DT) Act. They said that, the Centre was adopting double standards on the issue of repealing the IM (DT) Act, as, on one hand they claimed that, the POTO was required to protect the interest of the people, while on the other, they remained silent on the IM (DT) Act.

Later declaring the IM (DT) Act as a threat to the security of the country, the AASU leaders said that, the Central Government should take immediate action for repealing the Act, or else they would be forced to go for agitation. 

News on 25th March '2002 

Joint session on IM(DT) should be convened : Sonowal
While fighting a legal battle on the IM(DT) Act in the Supreme Court, Legislator Sarbananda Sonowal, demanded that the Government of India should immediately convene a joint session of the Parliament on the IM(DT) Act. Sri Sonowal criticized the Government for its failure to hold a joint session of the Parliament in case of the Prevention of Terrorism Ordinance (POTO), also. He further stated that, the Government's failure to convene a joint session of the Parliament for scrapping of the IM(DT) Act proved lack of political will on the part of the Central Government to solve the problem of influx of foreigners to Assam.

Sources later informed that, the All Assam Students Union (AASU) has also demanded a joint session of the Parliament to discuss the demand for scrapping of the IM(DT) Act. The Law Commission of India has also recommended repeal of the IM(DT) Act. 

1 UPDS militant shot dead
In an encounter with the police, a United People's Democratic Solidarity (UPDS) militant was killed in Karbi Anglong, on March 24. Sources informed that, the police acting on a search operation had opened fire at the militant, killing him on the very spot.

Centre appealed for talks

The leaders of the banned ULFA has appealed the Centre to hold on peace talks with the outfit for solving the ongoing insurgency problem in Assam. Sources informed that, the editorial of the banned outfit's mouthpiece 'Swadhinata' has, in an issue to a few local media, expressed their willingness to hold talks with the Centre, but only in a third country under UN supervision. They also expressed that, the issue of Assam's sovereignty should also be discussed in their talks, said the sources. 

Army unearthed NDFB camp

A camp of the National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) has been busted by the Army in Dhubri district, on March 23. Sources informed that, the Army acting on a tip-off operation, had unearthed the camp, which was located in a thickly-wooded jungle inside the Chakrashila Reserve Forest. 

1 killed, 2 injured in lightning

In a serious incident of lightning that took place at Deojaraparagaon, near Patacharkuchi, one person was killed and two others received severe injuries, on March 24. Sources informed that, the persons while engaged in earth cutting in a field of a local resident on daily wage basis, was attacked by the sudden lightning, killing one of them on the very spot, while the other two received serious injuries. The deceased was identified as Rupchand Ali, and the two injured was known as Akbar Ali and Bakkar Ali, of Joypur Kalgachi.

Stir programme changed

The agitational programmes which were launched by the Sadau Asam Karmachari Parishad (SAKP), in protest against the State Government has been changed, informed the sources. The changed programmes include demonstration by the members of the Guwahati Zilla Karmachari Parishad in front of the Janata Bhawan, at 12 noon, on March 26. In other places, the SAKP would stage their demonstration at their respective DCs' and SDOs' offices at the same time. On March 27 and 30, the SAKP members would stage demonstration in front of their respective offices at 11 am and after that, they would leave for their residences, informed the sources.

Royale battle for APCC chief's post

Both, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi and Paban Singh Ghatowar's camp are on a royale fight for the State Congress Chief's post. Sources informed that, after the settling down of the battle for Rajya Sabha seat, hectic lobbying by respective camps for the post of Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) has gathered momentum. Sources informed that, Dr. B C Lahkar, a senior Congress leader, during his visit to the Capital, has preferred Sri Ghatowar over Sri Gogoi. However, it is to be mentioned that, Sri Ghatowar has already been tipped by the party High Command to take over as the next APCC chief. The party High Command has already approved his appointment, said the sources. 

ABSU's resentment over Centre's decision
Towards the end of the tripartite talks held between the Centre, State Government and the Bodo Groups, the Centre has asked the Asam Government to chalk out the modalities for amendment of the Sixth Schedule to create the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC). This move of the Centre of pushing the issue to the Assam Government's court, has dissatisfied the All Bodo Students Union (ABSU) members. Later, while briefing to newspersons, Rabi Ram Narzary, the president of ABSU, alleged that, the Centre has tried to wash its hands off on the BTC issue by entrusting the responsibility to the Assam Government, even after Assam gave its nod for the creation of the BTC.

OBB teachers agitation enters 6th day
After the end of the first phase of the 100-hour hunger strike, the agitation launched by the Operation Blackboard (OBB) teachers has entered into its sixth day of agitation. Sources informed that, the second phase of the fast-unto-death strike of the agitating OBB teachers had began with ten teachers observing the strike, on March 23. However, police had forcibly shifted 16 teachers to the hospital in view of their deteriorating health.

Pramila Rani urged not to quit BDLP post

Following the resignation submitted by Smt. Pramila Rani Brahma, MLA, the All Bodo Students' Union (ABSU) has earnestly requested Smt. Brahma, to withdraw her resignation letter as leader of the Bodoland Demand Legislature Party (BDLP). Sources informed that, Smt. Brahma resigned from her post resenting the defiance by the ABSU-supported member of the Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council of the ABSU and BDLP instructions in connection with the election of the Chief Executive Member (CEM) of the Autonomous Council, on March 23. It is to be mentioned that, the ABSU central committee and the BDLP had asked the ABSU-supported member, Sri Thorendra Brahma, to support the ASDC (U) candidate for the post of the CEM, but under a compelling situation, Sri Brahma had to vote for the Congress candidate leading to the defeat of the ASDC (U) candidate. However, according to ABSU president Rabiram Narzary, a show-cause notice was served on the ABSU Karbi Anglong District Committee following the development concerning the CEM election.

Road building programmes to be initiated
If the State Government would have spent the fund allotted by the Union Government for the construction of roads of the remote areas properly, then the State would have developed the construction works of the roads within three to four years. Sources informed that, the Centre has already allotted an amount of Rs. 230 crore to construct the link roads of the interior places from the Prime Minister's Gram Sadak Yojana. However, construction works of 293 roads has already been started, informed the sources.

Meanwhile, sources informed that, the Centre would hesitate to allot money if the State does not use the allotted money in time and for proper purpose. 

New GMC chief appointed

Anjan Dutta, the State Transport Minister has been appointed as the new Administrator of Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) formally, on March 22. Sources informed that, Sri Dutta was appointed for the post after Alok Perti, the Health Commissioner.

News on 24th March '2002 

Re-opening of Stillwell ruled out by Commerce Ministry
In response to a question asked by Paban Singh Ghatowar, at the Lok Sabha, the Commerce Minister, Sri Rajiv Pratap Rudy, disclosed that, there is no possibility of re-opening the Stillwell Road, even though two additional points for border trade with Myanmar in Nagaland and Arunachal Pradesh would have been identified after opening. Sri Ghatowar, while seeking an assurance from the Minister, stressed upon the importance of the Stillwell Road for the economy of the North East. He said that, the road was used by the tribal people even after it was officially closed in the 1960s. He asserted that, the tribal people on both sides of the international border continued to use the road for border trade, adding that, the Government has done little to develop the infrastructure of the area. He further stated that, the Stillwell Road if re-opened then it would have led to the development of the Margherita-Ledo area also.

However, the Commerce Minister conceding the importance of the road, said that, the route for border trade does not find favour with the Myanmar Government. He also stated that, the country wanted the Moreh-Tamu border point should be developed first, then the Stillwell Road.

Remove restrictions on communication network : urge State Govt.

In a meeting held between State Chief minister Tarun Gogoi and Defence Minister George Fernandes, held at New Delhi, on March 22, the Assam Government urged the Defence Ministry to review its policy and remove the restrictions on communication network, including cellular phone and Wireless on Local Loop (WLL) clamped, on ground of security. Sri Gogoi stressing the need for the removal of restrictions, requested the Defence Ministry for an aerial survey of Guwahati city for undertaking development work which was stopped by him. Later, Sri Gogoi while talking to newspersons, informed that, the blanket ban on spread of communication network in the name of security ordered by the Army, has cost the State as much as Rs. 100 crore in equipments procured by the Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) for installing WLL in the State.

It is to be mentioned that, the ban was imposed on the apprehension that they might be used by the insurgents. Meanwhile, Sri Gogoi also urged the Defence Minister to increase the quota of recruitment in Assam and other north-eastern States. He suggested that, the Army should hold special recruitment drives in NE.

Mising Council to stage agitation

At last the 6th Schedule mantra has also mesmerized the Mising people with its enchantment, as it has been reported that, the front ranking Mising organisations in the State, has staged a sit-in-demonstration, on March 22, demanding immediate conferment of Sixth Schedule status to the existing Mising Autonomous Council (MAC). The MAC has even threatened to launch a statewide mass movement if the Government failed to concede their demand, said the sources. 

News on 23rd March '2002
ULFA militants shot dead

In an encounter with the Army, two hard-core ULFA ultras were killed at Maguri Reserve of Rupdiga revenue village, under Patacharkuchi police station, on March 21. Sources informed that, the Army while acting on a tip-off in the area fired at the militants, killing two on the very spot. The slain militants were however, identified as Dharmeswar Pathak alias Barsahan and the other was identified as Sanjay Baishya alias Rajbangshi of the outfit. 

1 died in road mishap, 26 injured

In a tragic incident of road accident one person died on the spot, while 26 others were badly injured near Amingaon, on March 22. Sources informed that, the incident took place when a bus coming towards Guwahati from Hajo collided head on with a mini-truck near Amingaon at around 7.15 pm, killing one person of Hajo on the very spot. Twenty-two of the injured persons have been shifted to the Guwahati Medical College hospital for treatment immediately, while, the other four were admitted to the MMC hospital, informed the sources.

Salaries likely on March 26, 27

In response to the demand raised by the Opposition AGP, and Bodoland Legislature Party (BDLP) in the Assembly session, regarding the issue of salaries, the State Finance Minister, Sri Devananda Konwar, informed that, the Government was trying its best to pay the February salaries to its staff on March 26 and 27. However, the All Assam District Employees Association threatened to launch an intensive phase of agitation from March 26, if the Government fails to release the salaries before that day.

Meanwhile, administration in the State remained non-functional, on March 22, in view of the ceasework by employees of different departments and district administrations. The Assam State Workers and Employees Sanmilan (ASWES) had also resorted to hunger-strike at Dispur Last Gate, on March 22, demanding immediate payment of salaries and fulfillment of their 12-point charter of demands.

Centre urged to grant transport subsidy on newsprint

Legislator Sarbananda Sonowal, submitted a memorandum to the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, demanding for transport subsidy on newsprint used by the print media in Assam. Following the memorandum submitted by the legislator, the Prime Minister's Office (PMO) has sought a detailed report from the Ministry of Industries on the demands. Sources informed that, in the memorandum, Sri Sonowal said that, the Govenment of Assam as well as the people of the State have been demanding transport subsidy on newsprint used by the print media of Assam but till date, the Centre failed to take any decision in this regard. He later urged the Prime Minister to take a firm decision immediately to keep the print media of Assam to serve the nation. He also pointed out that the Centre should give special concession for the growth of the media.

AGP flays Cong. over liquor outlets allotment

The AGP legislator Zoii Nath Sharma, in the Assembly session, demanded a specific reply from the Excise Minister, Sarat Borkotaky, to his query whether the State Government had alloted country liquor outlets to the highest bidder or not. Sources informed that, the Assembly had witnessed noisy and deft scenes over procedure of allotment of country liquor outlets by the Congress Government, on March 22. The Excise Minister in a bid to dodge the query stated that, allotments were granted by the DCs only as per the usual practice under the existing sets of rule. The Opposition AGP MLAs however, criticizing the Minister for not giving a specific reply, created a noisy scene in the House. The ruling Congress Party MLAs also engaged in heated exchange with the Opposition party defending the Congress Minister. 

News on 22nd March '2002 

IM(DT) Act to be repealed : says AASU, NESO
The All Assam Students' Union (AASU) and the North East Students Organisation (NESO) had submitted a memorandum to the Prime minister Atal Behari Vajpayee, on March 21, demanding immediate withdrawal of the IM(DT) Act. Sources informed that, the AASU and the NESO delegates were, along with the IM(DT) Act, also against the promulgation of the POTO.

AAU stir : Students arrested

Entering into the eighth day of their agitation, on March 21, the agitating students of the Assam Agriculture University (AAU) had paralysed the official functioning of the university authorities. Sources informed that, at least hundred agitators were arrested by the police for their strike, but they were later released. However, the Vice Chancellor of the university had appealed to the students to call off their strike considering the limitations imposed on the university authority.

AGP supports BJP Govt. in promulgation of POTO

The POTO Bill presented in the Rajya Sabha was defeated by a margin of 15 votes, on March 21. Sources informed that, the Government's plans to enact a stringent anti-terrorism legislation was rejected, setting the stage for another legislative battle in a joint session of Parliament being scheduled on March 26. It is to be mentioned that, the non-BJP allies like AIADMK and NCP had narrowed the margin of defeat for the Bill. The Bill was approved with 113 members supporting the motion and 98 voting against it, informed the sources.

Sources later informed that, the Assam Gana Parishad (AGP) had also bowing to the pressure of the BJP, voted in support of the NDA government supporting the promulgation of POTO. AGP's lone MP in the Upper House, Dr. Arun Sharma, has decided to support the NDA government at the last minute, after being persuaded by several NDA ministers to side with the NDA, of which AGP is a partner. However, Dr. Sharma, while criticizing both BJP and the Congress party, had severely questioned the relevance of POTO as far as NE was concerned. 
Solution for Naga problem reaches crucial stage

Sri Isak Chishi Swu, the chairman of the National Socialist Council of Nagalim (I-M), while talking to newspersons asserted that, they would never seek a solution to their long-lasting Naga problem at the cost of their own rights. He said that, the on-going peace talks with the government had reached a crucial stage, where both the sides were required to take bold steps to break through the hurdles to bring a lasting solution to the decades-old Naga problem. He later said that, the political negotiation with Government of India was continuing at snail's pace despite the destructive elements that stood on the way, but that now the pace should go fast enough to find out a proper solution for the Naga problem, said he.

SAKP stir paralysed govt. offices

The agitation of the employees led by Sadou Asam Karmachari Parishad (SAKP) has paralysed the State Government offices all over the State during the second half for the fifth day, on March 21. Sources informed that, the State Secretariat, which is the nerve centre of the district administration, was also paralysed despite deployment of a large number of CRPF personnel in and around the capital complex. However, it was the State Government's bid to terrorise the employees of State Secretariat through heavy deployment of CRPF personnel in the capital complex, alleged Sri Charan Deka, the SAKP general secretary.

It is to be mentioned that, the State government employees have been agitating for non-payment of salaries for the month of February by cash-strapped Congress Government, till date. However, the SAKP members had also warned the State Government of another intensive spell of agitation if it fails to pay the salaries, immediately.

Assam fails in the field of child care : Centre

Expressing serious disappointment over the performance of the Health Department in implementation of the Maternal Health Programme, the Union Health Ministry, said that, the State health Department has once again failed in the field of child care. It is to be mentioned that, the Maternal health Programme is a component of the Reproductive and Child Health Programme, that aimed at reducing maternal mortality to less than 100 by the year, 2010.

Sources informed that, the Union health ministry would issue show cause notices to the top officials of Health Department, asking them as to why action should not be taken against them for their failure to implement the Maternal Health Programme. A senior official of the ministry, during his visit to the State, said that, the neo-natal mortality rate in Assam is higher than the all-India average, but the funds meant for improving the medical care for newborns have remained unutilised, said he. Highly placed sources later informed that, the money which was being provided by the NEC to improve facilities for the new borns at the Guwahati Medical College Hospital (GMCH) was diverted to many other purposes by the health department.

News on 21st March '2002 

NSCN (IM) agrees Centre's proposal to hold talks
The NSCN (IM) cadres has accepted the invitation of the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, to hold peace talks with the Centre. Sources informed that, this is a significant boost to the ongoing Naga peace process, that the NSCN has accepted the offer. The willingness on part of the NSCN (IM) leadership to travel to India for negotiations has been well received at the Centre and that it fits into its overall aim of involving the NSCN (IM) leadership in the political process. Sources later informed that, the two sides has set a time-frame of two years to resolve the Naga problem. The Government also hopes to resolve the contentious issues including the demand for creation of greater Nagaland. However, it is to be mentioned that, the Centre has already rejected the demand for extension of the cease-fire beyond Nagaland.

AAU students continue stir : unsatisfied talks with minister

The talks held between the agitating students of Assam Agriculture University (AAU) and the State, has failed to find out a satisfying solution, informed the sources. It is to be mentioned that, the students had entered the sixth day of their agitation, on March 20. The students during their agitation has, however, given a deadline of three days to the university authority for the removal of the University's Dean, and also threatened to start a vigorous agitation if the deadline was not met, immediately said the sources.

BTC favoured in all-party's meet

The move for the creation of the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) has received a boost, as an all-party meet convened by the Chief Minister, Sri Tarun Gogoi, on March 20, has adopted a resolution favouring the creation of the Council with adequate constitutional safeguards to the non-Bodo people living in the proposed BTC area. In the meeting, the delegates viewed that, the boundary of the proposed BTC should be finalised on the basis of the 1999 notification on the boundary of the Bodoland Autonomous Council (BAC). However, Sri Gogoi said that, the issue of the Boundary would be resolved amicably to the satisfaction of all concerned, and also sought suggestion and cooperation from all the political parties in this regard. Sri Gogoi, later explaining the need of the creation of the BTC, also outlined the necessity of providing due safeguards to the non-Bodos living in the area.

It is to be mentioned that, the meeting was called for constitutional safeguards including political, social, economic, cultural, educational, language and land rights as well as other safeguards of the non-Bodos.

College teachers give April 8 deadline

While addressing a press conference, Dr. Gobinda Das, the president of All Assam Higher Secondary Teachers' and Employees Association, asserted that, the Association has set a deadline of April 8, demanding the fulfillment of their demands. He said that, if the Government fails to fulfil their demands within the stipulated then they would resort to vigorous agitation which might prove detrimental to the welfare of the student community. He also stated that, though the Higher Secondary examinations would be over by April 8, the teachers of the Association would not examine the answer sheets, and that, this would hamper the students a lot.

Pagladiya project running in rough weather

The proposed Pagladiya Dam project has been facing crisis, with representatives of the local people of the area demanding revocation of the Rs. 485 crore project. Sources informed that, a memorandum was submitted by a delegation of the Pagladiya Bundh Prakalpar Khatigrasta Alekar Sangram Sammittee led by MP S K Bwismuthiary, to the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, to scrap the inhuman dam project in the Bodoland area of Assam. Mr. Bwismuthiary, later while, addressing a press conference, after submitting the five-page memorandum, said that, if the dam was allowed to be constructed then about 100,000 tribal people spread over 33 villages of that area would be rendered homeless. 
2 militants shot dead in city, 5 nabbed

In separate encounters with security forces, two ultras were killed, including a hard-core ULFA member and a UPDS member, while five others were held in different parts of Assam, on March 20. Sources informed that, a group of ULFA ultras opened fire at security forces near Sila forest in Kamalpur area in Kamrup district, where the security forces also retaliated, killing a hard-core ULFA militant on the very spot.

Meanwhile, in another incident with the police, a UPDS militant was killed at Ronghoghar village under Diphu police station of Karbi Anglong district, on March 20. 

Forged academic certificates racket busted, 3 held

In a tip-off operation, the police of Gabharupathar police station under Dibrugarh district, has busted an academic forgery ring in Dibrugarh, and has arrested three persons in this regard, on March 20. Sources informed that, the ring was exposed when the principal of DHS Kanoi College, Dr. Siba Dutta, found out that certain signatures on some examination documents were not his signatures, about which he tipped off the police, smelling of a conspiracy. The police first picked up one Mohammed Aziz, son of Abdul Matlib of Paltan Bazar, and then one Surendra Kumar Ram, son of Jogeswar Ram of the Borbari Railway Colony. Both were picked up by the police and were interrogated, to which they confessed, before the police saying that they wanted to avail of fake Higher Secondary pass certificates from the clerk of Kanoi College, Ramesh Das. Sources informed that, Mr. Das was also arrested by the police.

NAAC accreditation to 4 NE institutions

Out of the total 250 Universities and Colleges certified by the NAAC till date, only four institutions of higher education in the north east region has received the accreditation of National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC), which is an autonomous body. Professor V Rajasekharan Pillai, the Director of NAAC, while addressing to the newspersons during his institutional visit, said that, another lot of 1025 universities and colleges of the country, were in the process of being accredited shortly. He said that, the NAAC has decided to award four star status to Gauhati University after carefully analyzing the Self-Study report submitted by the University authorities. However, the four institutions from the N-E which have been certified by NAAC include, Gauhati University, Science College: Jorhat, North Eastern Hill University: Shillong, and St. Anthony's College, Shillong. The NAAC Director later stated that, all the universities and colleges in the country should come forward for assessment as the UGC has made it compulsory. He said that, the deadline for assessment of performance of universities has been set for December, 2002, while the deadline for colleges has been fixed for December, 2003. 

MP's help sought by Gauhati Stock Exchange

In a bid to revive the Gauhati Stock Exchange (GSE) from its poor condition, the GSE authorities has decided to approach the MPs of the north-eastern region to raise the issue in Parliament. It is to be mentioned that, the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) in its move for Central listing of companies would also give a death blow to the GSE, that is under dire straits. Sources informed that, the GSE currently has 288 listed companies, and the proposed Central listing of companies would erode a major chunk of revenue of the GSE.

The GSE management however, decided to submit a memorandum to the Central Government, the Assam Government and the North Eastern Council (NEC) to extend the necessary logistic support to continue the trading activities at the GSE.

News on 20th March '2002 

Dravid finds city weather too hot
During their net practice at the Nehru Stadium, on March 18, the Indian Cricketers viewed that, the weather in Guwahati was too hot. Sources informed that, top order Indian batsman Rahul Dravid was sweating at the nets while practicing and was gulping down mineral water after every five minutes. Briefing to newspersons, Rahul Dravid, said that, the weather in Guwahati was just like that of Sharjah, which is very dry and hot. He said that, in such a hot weather he feels very thirsty and usually takes lot of water during the matches to beat the heat. However, he later lauded the place where he is staying, Hotel Brahmaputra Ashok, which is near the river Brahmaputra with its cool breeze. He said that, though the heat sometimes irritates him, yet he can concentrate in the match with the wind and the wonderful crowd around him.

HC serves notice to State, Central Govt. on Vitamin-A fiasco

In order to find out the main reason behind the vitamin-A deaths, the Gauhati High Court issued show-cause notices to the Central and the State Governments, on March 18. Sources informed that, the HC notices directed both the governments to clarify as to why actions should not be taken against those culprits responsible for the Vitamin-A fiasco that has claimed several lives of the children. Both the parties were asked to submit their replies on April 29, informed the sources.

Meanwhile, admitting a public interest litigation (PIL), a division bench of the High Court comprising Chief Justice R.S Mongia and Justice Amitabh Roy, heard the pleas of the petitioners B.K. Mahajan and R.K. Pradhan. Sources informed that, the petitioners had submitted before the court saying that, an independent inquiry should be conducted by the State Government to investigate the exact cause and circumstances that led to the fiasco. The petitioners also pleaded that, criminal proceedings should be drawn against the guilty officials and doctors.

CM assures protection of non-Bodo interests

While briefing to newspersons, the State Chief Minister, Sri Tarun Gogoi said that, his government would bring about an amendment in the Constitution to protect the interest of the non-Bodos who would come to live within the proposed Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC). He said that, he has called an all-party meeting on March 20, to discuss the BTC issue. Later speaking about the growing insurgency problem in the State, he apprised that, his Government was ever ready to utilize the services of any individual or group acceptable to the outlawed ULFA to act as a mediator to bring the two sides to the negotiating table.

Meanwhile, Sri Gogoi spoke in an exclusive interview from his residence with the newspersons, speaking on a wide range of issues including the State's financial situation. 

Deprivation of salaries hit State govt. Employees

State Government's failure to pay salaries to the government employees has deteriorated the condition of the employees. Sources informed that, even after the week-long ceasework by the employees demanding regular payment of salaries and wages, the State government has failed to release the salaries and that, this has crippled the functioning of the departments. The Sadou Asom Karmachari Parishad (SAKP) has staged their demonstration for the second day, on March 18, and has also threatened to intensify the agitation if the salaries and wages were not paid soon. 

News on 19th March '2002
Harbhajan Singh injured by City police

In a major scuffle, city policemen roughed up the Indian Cricket star Harbhajan Singh, on March 18. Sources informed that, a security personnel in the city while on his duty at Hotel Brahmaputra Ashok manhandled the Indian star, off-spinner Harbhajan Singh, who wanted to take a Delhi-based photographer Kamal Sharma into his hotel room after returning from their workout session. Sources even revealed that, Harbhajan was trying to convince the policemen on duty that the photographer was known to him and the team management had permitted him to enter the hotel. But the security personnel refused to believe him and then got into a scuffle with the off-spinner, injuring him at his left elbow. The local officials and the Assam Cricket Association, expressing their dissatisfaction over the issue sought the intervention of the local administration and immediately hired a doctor from the International Hospital. Indian captain Saurav Ganguly also expressed his shock and anger over the issue, and asked the local administration not to allow any policemen in and around the player's pavilion.

Meanwhile, the local administration decided to depute four magistrates and a couple of security personnel in civil dress.

Shops set ablaze

In an evening disaster several large trading houses were gutted in the Marwaripatty area of the city, on March 18. However, the reason behind the sudden break out of the fire in the area remained unknown till date. Sources informed that, a large number of property and goods worth more than Rs. 2 crore were destroyed in the devastating fire. 

AAU agitation

In order to resolve the crisis prevailing at the Assam Agricultural University, the State Agriculture Minister Dr. Ardhendu Kumar Dey, has decided to sit for talks with representatives of the agitating students of the University at the Circuit House, on March 19. Sources informed that, the agitating AAU students had, apart from performing the symbolic adya shraddha of the Dean of the university, also burnt the tainted effigy of the Dean as part of their agitational programme.

8 ultras shot dead

In separate encounters with security forces in Nalbari, Dhubri and Kokrajhar districts, eight hard-core ULFA and NDFB militants were killed, on March 18. Sources informed that, four hard-core extremists of the banned ULFA, including a self-styled sergeant major and the other members of the outfits Enigma group were shot dead in two encounters with security forces in Nalbari. Three other ULFA ultras were killed in Dhubri and an NDFB ultra was killed in another encounter in Kokrajhar.

Police sources revealed that, two of the ULFA militants were encountered in the Nalbari area, during a secret tip-off by the police team and army who cordoned the house of one Sarbeshwar Barman, where the militants were taking shelter. The militants on seeing the security personnel fired at them, which was later retaliated by the army, resulting in with the death of the two militants on the spot.

Meanwhile, in another encounter the Nalbari police killed two ULFA ultras at Guwakuchi village under Ghograpar police station. The four slain militants killed in Nalbari were identified as Dinesh Barman, Hitesh Das, Dwipen and Chilarai. In another encounter with the police team and army, three ULFA ultras were killed on the spot at Madhya Petla village under Golokganj PS in Dhubri district. An NDFB militant was also killed in an encounter with the Army at Taraibari near Saraikhola under Kokrajhar district, informed the sources.

Nominees of RS elected uncontested

All the three nominees namely, Sri Dwijen Sharma, Sri Karnendu Bhattacharjee (Congress) and Mr. U G Brahma, (common nominee of AGP, BJP, BDLP and ASDC) were elected unopposed to Rajya Sabha from the State, on March 18. Sources informed that, the three seats for the Rajya Sabha felt vacant after the expiry of the terms of sitting MPs, Basanti Sharma, Karnendu Bhattacharjee (Congress) and Prakanta Warisa (ASDC). However, it is to be mentioned that, Sri Karnendu Bhattacharje has been elected for the second consecutive term to the Upper House of Parliament. 

Legal action to be initiated

The textbook publication scam has forced the State Government to initiate legal action against the members of the Prathamik Sikshak Sanmilani for their involvement in publishing textbooks without approval of the State Government during the AGP regime. Hemprakash Narayan, the State Education Minister, while addressing a press conference informed that, the Education department had served notices against the members of the three committees viz, Golaghat, Nalbari and Sivasagar, for their involvement in the illegal publication of textbooks. He said that, altogether 234 books were published by the members of the Sanmilani, violating the norms of the department. Later affirming the State Government's prompt action over the issue he said that, the Government had now, in order to create a proper academic environment in the State, constituted a five-member empowered committee headed. 

News on 18th March '2002 

Deprivation of funds hit State police
The failure of the police department to release the money due from the Central and private organisations for deployment of police personnel, has hit the police department for several years. The reports submitted by the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India, for the year ending March, 2001, revealed that, against Rs. 734.55 lakh spent as a cost of deployment of police guards between April, 1981 and March, 2000, in seven departments, only Rs. 206 lakh was received by the department. The CAG, in its reports also said that, the Tata Tea had refused to pay the amount, i.e. Rs. 6.65 lakh, spent on deployment of police guards as there was no request for deployment of guards from their end. The report also pointed out that the government has not yet framed adequate deterrent measures like mandatory levy of penalty or interest for the delay in payment.

Later, the CAG reports also revealed that, the pay of the police forces was revised with effect from January 1, 1996. However, during the test check of the offices of the superintendents of police of eight districts revealed that, the cost of police guards was claimed at the pre-revised ratios of pay and allowances, which resulted in loss of revenue amounting to Rs. 57.79 lakh. The reports further disclosed that, the provisions of the police manual, including traveling allowances and the TA bills, which were to be borne by the beneficiary department, had to be paid by the Department, and that this had resulted in the loss of funds that has hit the police department for several years.

4 ultras killed in city

In a search operation by the personnel of the Red Horns division in different places of lower Assam, four militants were shot dead and five were held by the Army personnel, on March 17, said the sources. Sources informed that, among the four slain militants, three belonged to the NDFB faction and one remained unidentified. However, a large number of arms and ammunitions, including one Chinese pistol, a Japanese revolver and three Chinese grenades were recovered from the slain ultras, informed the sources. 

Police foiled NSCN bid to blow up WIC

An attempt to blow up a Wireless Installation Centre (WIC) by the NSCN (IM) activist was foiled by policemen, on March 17. Sources informed that, the policemen had, in order to successfully abort the move of the NSCN (IM) activists, engaged themselves in an encounter with the rebels. Police sources later informed that, the militants tried to sneak into the Centre near Mahadevpur area of the district, and when they were asked to stop, they opened fire at the police party. The police had also retaliated and a heavy encounter took place, that ended for about an hour. 

AAU performed Dean's adya shraddha

As part of their agitational programme, the students' union of Assam Agricultural University (AAU) has performed the symbolic 'adya shraddha' of the University's Dean demanding the immediate removal of the dean from his post. Sources informed that, this was for the first time in history of the University that an adya shraddha of a living official was performed as part of an agitational programme.

Sources later informed that, the students even threatened to take up more harsh programmes to press the University authorities to take action against the dean. Moreover, they had also launched a two-day University lock-out from March 17. They would also stage a fast unto-death programme from March 20, informed the sources.

Dr. Madhab urges Govt. to promote tourism in State

While speaking at a seminar on 'Is Assam ready for international tourism' organised jointly by the Guwahati Adda and the Assam Tribune, on the eve of beginning of international air service from the LGB International Airport, Dr. Jayanta Madhab, a noted economist, appealed to the State Government to play a proactive role in promoting tourism industry in the State. He said that, inspite of having vast resources, the tourism industry in Assam has not yet gained momentum due to lack of planning and poor infrastructure. However, in order to overcome all obstacles, he urged the government to invest more, keeping in view the potential of the State. Later, Dr. Madhab alleged that, the State Government has failed to attract the private investors compared to the neighbouring states, and so he suggested that constitution of a committee with the representatives of the State Government and the private sectors could chalk out future plan in order to develop tourism. 

3 NSCN (IM) cadres held in Tripura
The Border Security Force (BSF) personnel had arrested three NSCN (IM) militants in North Tripura, on March 17. Defence sources informed that, the militants were held while trying to enter Tripura from Bangladesh at Dharmanagar subdivision in North Tripura district. However, a large number of arms and ammunitions, including an AK-56 rifle, three grenades and three magazines were recovered from the accused, informed the sources.

College teachers' to launch agitation
A sit-in-demonstration and picketing in front of the offices of the Director of Public Instruction and Director of Higher Education, would be launched by the Assam College Teachers' Association (ACTA), on March 21 and March 26, informed Dr. BC Sarma, the president of ACTA and Prof. JP Gogoi, ACTA secretary, while briefing to newspersons. The ACTA leaders stated that, they were compelled to take recourse to such agitational programmes for the lukewarm response from the State Government. The president, Dr. Sharma also said that, if the State Government failed to concede to their long-standing demands within March 31, then they would again launch a vigorous movement. He also urged that, the issue regarding the UGC making accreditation mandatory for colleges and Universities from the National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC), should be discussed in the ongoing Assembly Session. Later expressing his serious concern over the mater, he said that, the Government should play a dynamic role to impart quality education in the institutions. 

Police departments tightened for city ODI
In order to ensure a smooth regulation of traffic, the Guwahati City Police had made several traffic arrangements in the city for the March 19, ODI. Sources informed that, certain no-entry restrictions would also be imposed in the Nehru Stadium area on that day. Police and paramilitary men have also been deployed to provide a water tight security to players of both the teams right from the hotel rooms to the match ground. Sources later informed that, the entire city has been divided into five security zones, and that, top police officials would be taking the charges over these zones.

However, it has come to notice that, the City SP Sri Paresh Neog and his men displayed absolute unprofessionalism in maintaining security at the time of arrival of both India and Zimbabwe teams, as they drove away the photo journalists representing the local and national media at the LGB airport to cover the arrival.

11 NSCN (IM) militants shot dead in Imphal

In a major encounter with India Reserve Battalion (IRB) personnel, eleven members of the Banned National Socialist Council of Nagalim NSCN (IM) were killed at Pallel area in Manipur's Thoubal district, on March 16. Sources informed that, a heavily-armed ultras truck coming from Chandel side towards Thoubal district had suddenly opened fire from their vehicle at the IRB personnel, who were on their routine patrolling and checking duty. The IRB personnel also retaliated which resulted in an encounter killing eleven militants on the very spot. However, no IRB personnel were injured during the firing, that took place for about half-an-hour, and that, this was the first of its kind that in such an encounter no security personnel was injured. The defence sources later informed that, they had recovered three SLRs, two .303 rifles, four AK-47 rifles, one sten carbine, one US Carbine, four sniper rifles, two hand grenades, one wireless set and several rounds of SLR, AK, G-3 etc. from the slain militants.

Meanwhile, security and police personnel in the hill districts of Manipur were instructed to step up patrolling, particularly in four Hill districts of Ukhrul, Senapati, Tamenglong and Chandel, to prevent any kind of untoward incident following the killings of the ultras. 

News on 17th March '2002 

AKRSU demands separate state of Kamatapur : stir launched
The activists of the All Koch-Rajbanshi Students' Union (AKRSU) has staged a demonstration in the city, on March 15. Sources informed that, the Students Union has launched the stir demanding the creation of a separate state of Kamatapur, comprising parts of Assam and North Bengal. The students has also launched a new front in the State recently, stepping up their demands.

Meanwhile, the AKRSU has submitted a memorandum to the Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee, stating that, 70 lakh Koch-Rajbanshi of Assam, North Bengal and other adjacent areas would launch the separate Kamatapur movement in a peaceful and democratic manner for the social, economical, cultural, political, linguistic and educational uplift of the community. However, Government's delay in conceding their demand for including the community in the list of Scheduled Tribes (plains) has also disgruntled the student body, informed the sources. 

Commission to NE's first biodiversity parks

The two village forest councils that look after the bio-diversity, namely the Konwarbam and Abhoypur village councils in Dibrugarh district, has received commission for implementing of the bio-diversity parks, on March 15. It is to be mentioned that, these two are the North-east region's first two bio-diversity parks, which are Centrally sponsored projects. The two councils were handed cheques worth Rs. 2,16,000.00 each, that would be used for the implementation of the project, said the sources. F Rahman, the Dibrugarh-based divisional conservator of forests, while giving away the cheque, said that, the amount was only the first instalment, and that more funds would be allotted on a need basis. Later, urging the villagers to work for a greener world, Sri Rahman said that, if the money once allotted was well spent, than more funds could be sought for.

Govt. worries over delay in extradition of UNLF ultras

The unusual delay in extraditing the United National Liberation Front (UNLF) militants by the Myanmarese junta has irked the Union Home Ministry of India. It is to be mentioned that, the UNLF ultras were arrested by the Myanmar Army, from Tamu and Kalamayeo areas in the country, in December, 2001 itself. A highly-placed source informed that, the Myanmarese junta was not in a mood to hand over the UNLF ultras, even though the Indian Government has discussed the matter with the Myanmarese government. Sources further revealed that, the Myanmar Army had released the militants in Tamu recently, but it had refused to hand them over. This has however, disturbed the Centre even after holding diplomatic talks with the Junta to extradite the UNLF leaders.

AGP sold Assam : alleged Nayar
While participating in an Interactive session organized by the Political Science department of Gauhati University, Sri Kuldip Nayar, an eminent columnist and Rajya Sabha member, alleged that, the AGP government had during its regime sold Assam and itself became intoxicated with power, leaving hopes and aspirations of the people in the backburner. Criticizing the All Assam Students' Union (AASU) members who had once led the Assam movement, Sri Nayar said that, AASU too had failed to play the role of a watch dog to see the objective of the six-year-long movement be fulfilled. They in return had shared power with the AGP leaders and became power mongers, said Sri Nayar. Later he also expressed his serious concern over the growing Hindu fundamentalism, which is quite unfortunate even after 50 years of India's independence, the country fighting over Hindu-Muslim issue instead of making endeavours to achieve economic independence.

News on 16th March '2002
Jorhat SP refutes allegations

The press report given on March 14, regarding the injuries received by the 20 agitating students of Assam Agricultural University in Jorhat, during police lathi-charge, has been refused by the Jorhat Superintendent of Police, Sri Pradip Chandra Saloi. Sri Saloi clarified that, only 102 agitating students from the University were picked up and were kept under preventive detention but they too were also later released.

However, it is to be mentioned that, the news of canning the 20 students by the CRPF was disclosed by one of the spokesman for the agitating AAU students, Sri Keshab Charan Das. The spokesman also reported that, among those twenty students, eight were severely injured and had to be hospitalised immediately.

BJP urge State Govt. to tighten security

The aftermath of riots in Gujarat that has mounted social tension in the entire country, has forced the State unit of Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) to urge the State Government to take adequate security measures in order to prevent occurrence of any untoward incident in the State. Sri Rajen Gohain, MP, the Assam BJP unit president, while addressing a press conference alleged that, some disturbing elements were active in certain sensitive parts of the State, viz, Goalpara, Dhubri, Nagaon and Barpeta districts, and that these elements would try to ignite tension in the State. So, he warned the State Government against overlooking these development and asked the Congress government to beef up security, specially in these parts of the State.

SAKP stir begins from Mar. 16

The Sadou Asom Karmachari Parishad's (SAKP) agitation which would continue for a week is going to begin from March 16 with half-a-day cease work. Sources informed that, the SAKP has resorted to launch such an agitation in protest against the failure of the State Government to pay its employees their monthly salaries regularly. However, apart from this reason, the SAKP also protested against the failure of the Government to revise the pay structures of the State Government employees at par with the Central Government employees and the non-publication of the report of the high-level committee set up to fix the pay structures of the employees. 

Govt. to initiate steps for DIPR modernisation

In a bid to modernise the State Directorate of Information & Public Relations (DIPR), the State Government would initiate prompt actions, assured the Minister of State for Home, Sri Pradyut Bordoloi. Sources informed that, Sri Bordoloi had a discussion with the officers of the Directorate regarding the present functioning of the Directorate, during his visit to the DIPR Head quarters at Dispur, on March 15. He directed the DIPR to prepare a perspective plan for modernisation so that it could be implemented during the next financial year starting from April, 2002, informed the sources.

Cong accused for chalking out a device to siphon off rural fund
The Assam BJP president, Sri Rajen Gohain, while addressing a press conference informed that, he had lodged a complain with the Union Rural Development Minister, against the State Congress Government for trying to siphon off rural fund. He said that, the Union Minister had already been intimated about the separate guidelines formulated by Assam Government for implementation of DRDA schemes in sharp violation of Central government guidelines in this regard. The construction committees too, formed by the Congress government, which are full of Congress party members, to utilise DRDA funds were in violation of Central guidelines and that a device has been chalked out to siphon off the rural development funds to the coffers of Congressmen in the State, alleged Sri Gohain. He also claimed that, the DRDA funds received by the State from the Centre, recently were also based on false utilisation certificates submitted by the Congress government. Later he stated that, the BJP was not against such flow of DRDA funds from the Centre, but misutilisation of these funds would not be accepted by them, said Sri Gohain.

Postal employees dharna
A day-long dharna was staged by the postal employees, including RMS and ED employees of Guwahati division, in front of the Meghdoot Bhawan in the city, on March 15. Sources informed that, the dharna was staged by the employees demanding stoppage of withdrawal of monopoly by amending Indian PO Act 1898 and licence to private couriers. 

News on 15th March '2002 

Two killed in Patacharkuchi
In a major attack by the suspected ULFA activists, two persons were shot dead, including a SULFA man, and five others were badly injured at Balipara village under Patacharkuchi police station, on March 13. Sources informed that, the incident took place at around 11 p.m., when the villagers were enjoying drama performance at Bhadra Bhitha-Balipara Siva Puja premises. The deceased SULFA man was identified as Ajoy Kalita.

SAKP stir

A week-long ceasework has been decided to be observed by the Sadau Asom Karmachari Parishad (SAKP), from March 16 onwards. Sources informed that, the SAKP decided to launch the ceasework as a protest against the failure of the government to pay the salaries to the employees. The employees would also stage hour-long demonstrations in front of their respective offices all throughout the week, informed an SAKP release.

3 nominees for RS seat

Altogether three persons, including Karnendu Bhattacharjee, Dwijen Sharma, both of Congress and UG Brahma, the consensus candidate of opposition parties had filed their nomination papers to contest Rajya Sabha election from the State. Sources informed that, the nomination papers would be scrutinized on March 15, and March 18, has been scheduled as the last date for withdrawal of nominations. However, it is to be mentioned that, the election would be held to only three Rajya Sabha seats from the State, so the polling might not be necessary in case all three nomination papers were found valid. The final outcome would be formally announced on March 18, informed the official sources. 

RN Barooah award for journalism

The R N Barooah award, instituted in the memory of the late R N Barooah, former Editor of The Assam Tribune and his wife Prativa Barooah, has been formally announced for journalism. Sources informed that, Sri Ajit Patowary, senior Reporter of The Assam Tribune, and Sri Prabal Kumar Das, has been chosen for the first RN Barooah and Prativa Barooah Memorial Award. Sri Patowary and Sri Das bagged the awards for their best service of reporting on uplift of the poor and the needy published during the year 2000, and on environmental issues, tourism, conservation and wildlife, respectively. Sources informed that, the R N Barooah Award consist of Rs. 15,000 each in cash and a citation.

State moves Centre on flood problem

Keeping aside all the political differences, the members of the Assam Assembly together passed a resolution, earnestly requesting the Central Government to recognise the problem of flood and erosion of Assam as a national problem. Sources informed that, the resolution was moved by the Flood Control Minister, Sri Bharat Chandra Narah, which stated that, flood, drainage congestion and erosion problems of Assam is a perpetual chronic and classic problem of the country and that it should not be treated as a regional problem only. It also stated that, the management of the vexed problem was beyond the resources of the State Government, and so, requested the members of the Assembly, that the Union Government should recognise the problem as a national problem of a very high magnitude having national and international ramifications and come forward with generous financial assistance. 
CAG criticizes Assam Govt. for misuse of fund

Various Assam Government departments has been indicted by the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India, for misusing money during the implementation of different welfare schemes. Sources informed that, the latest CAG Report presented at the Assam Assembly, revealed that, the Agriculture department had incurred an excess expenditure of Rs. 24.38 crore for procuring pump sets under the NABARD-sponsored shallow tubewell scheme (STW). The Report also raised doubt over installation of pump sets worth Rs. 39.92 crore, besides pointing out unauthorized payment of Rs. 0.29 crore.

Besides that, the CAG Report also indicted the Assam Police department for not spending Rs. 0.32 crore drawn between January 1998 and November 1999 which was clearly a violation of the Treasury Rules. It also revealed that, the director of State Lottery has disbursed Rs. 6.54 crore as grants-in-aid to 298 non-government organisations during 1995-1999. But, 179 organisations have not yet submitted the utilisation certificates of Rs. 2.03 crore. Later, the CAG Report disclosed that, due to non-holding of panchayat elections in Assam since April 1997, the Assam Government was deprived of getting Central assistance to the tune of Rs. 91.68 crore. 

AAU stir against Dean

As part of their three-phased agitation, the students of the Assam Agricultural University has paralysed official functioning, as first phase, on March 14. Sources informed that, the students resorted to such a stir demanding the immediate resignation of the Dean (Faculty of Agriculture), among many others. However, in order to prevent any untoward incident, police had resorted to lathicharge injuring over 20 agitators and arresting more than 105 others. These students were later subsequently released, informed the sources.

Meanwhile, while addresing a press conference, the students' Union leaders said that, they would not compromise with the University authority on the continuation of the corrupt Dean of the university. The leaders said that, they would not allow any officials of the university to enter the university campus during the three-phased agitation. Later the students also said that, they would launch a 36-hour hunger strike and burn the effigy of the Dean, during their stir and would also extend the agitation period, if necessary.

Opp party stages walkout in Assam Assembly

The Asom Gana Parishad (AGP), Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and the Bodoland Demand Legislature Party (BDLP) has staged a walkout in the House creating noisy scenes, on March 14, over the issue of State Government's action of formulating its own guidelines in violation of Central guidelines, on implementation of the rural development schemes. While raising the issue in the House, Sri Hitendra Nath Goswami (AGP) alleged that, the State Government's guidelines were in violation of the Central guidelines and also said that, the former Principal Secretary of the Rural Development department was removed from the post because he had opposed the formulation of the State guidelines. He later demanded that the State Government should withdraw its own guidelines.

Meanwhile, Congress legislators, Ripun Bora and Himanta Biswa Sarma, also present in the Assembly, pointed at the AGP leader's statement, that the former Principal Secretary had misquoted them in a letter to the Chief Secretary which was leaked to the media. They demanded strict action against the officers concerned.

Regarding the guidelines, Dr. Bhumidhar Barman, the Panchayat and Rural Development Minister, said that, the State guidelines were formulated through discussions with the Secretary and other officials of the department. Claiming that, the State guidelines were not violating the Central guidelines, Sri Barman said that, the guidelines were discussed in a meeting of the Deputy Commissioners and Project Directors. However, being un-convinced at the minister's reply, the AGP, BJP and the BDLP members staged a walkout from the House. 

News on 14th March '2002 

SC rejects Puja plea in Ayodhya
In a setback to the Centre and Ramjanambhoomi, the Supreme Court, on March 13, directed that, no religious activity of any nature be allowed at the acquired land and that status quo be maintained there. However, taking strong exception to the Supreme Court's ruling of disallowing puja on the undisputed site in Ayodhya on March 15, the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP), decided to take the issue to the people's court and launch a satyagraha across the country to mobilise opinion for building the temple if the Government cracked down on Ram Sevaks marching to Ayodhya.

Meanwhile, in Assam, the Congress and the BJP leaders hailed the verdict, given by the Supreme Court. They said that, they would abide by the decision of the apex court, as the situation could not be allowed to escalate and go out of hand.

AACTF stir withdrawn

Following a positive response of the State Government, the ongoing fast-unto-death stir being observed by the All Assam College Teachers' Forum (AACTF), has been called off. Sunil Bhattacharya, the AACTF president informed that, the Forum would hold its second round of discussion with the State Government, on May 5.

BAC bandh on Mar. 16

A 12-hour bandh of the Bodoland Autonomous Council (BAC) area, has been called by the Adivasi Seva Samiti, on March 16. Sri Badan Handsa, the president of the Samiti, informed that, the bandh was given as a protest against the brutal killing of Smt Munchi Kisku, by suspected NDFB militants at Patgaon Sonapur, under Serfanguri Police station in Kokrajhar district, on March 11.

Govt.'s stand in secret killings flayed

The All Assam Students' Union (AASU) and the opposition Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) has alleged that, the State Government was not serious on the issue of 'secret killings' that had occurred in the State. Sri Pradyut Bordoloi, the Minister of State for Home, while discussing the issue in the Assembly, has clarified Government's stand on the matter, but it seemed as if it did not convince the AASU and the AGP. Sri Bordoloi, while clarifying Government's stand on the issue said that, the Government instituted a judicial probe to enquire into the eleven sensational killings, which was also asked to enquire into the circumstances leading to the incidents, identify the killers and conspirators, pinpoint the responsibility and suggest measures to prevent occurrence of such incidents.

However, the AGP and the AASU members, while criticizing the Government for its leniency on the issue, also demanded that, the Government should make the terms of reference of the judicial probe penal public. Moreover, the AGP legislators, Sri Zoii Nath Sarma and Sarbananda Sonowal, while addressing a press conference, asked the Government to clarify on what basis only eleven killings were selected for probe and others were just kept aside. They also pointed out that, the killings and attacks on the AGP leaders should also have been included in the purview.

Meanwhile, Sri Samujjal Bhattacharya, the AASU adviser also alleged that, the Government was trying to give protection to those involved in secret killing.

Karnendu, Dwijen Sarma (Cong), UG Brahma (Opp.) : RS candidates

The list of Rajya Sabha candidates has been cleared by the party members, with U G Brahma, the president of All Bodo Students' Union (ABSU) selected to be fielded as the common candidate of Asom Gana Parishad (AGP), Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), Bodoland Legislature Party (BDLP) and Autonomous State Demand Committee (ASDC). Meanwhile, the ruling Congress Party, which enjoys support of 75 MLAs including four NCP MLAs, would field Dwijen Sharma and Karnendu Bhattacharjee as party candidates for the Rajya Sabha election. It is to be mentioned that, Sri Dwijen Sharma's selection has come as a surprise to many of the Congress leaders, for he was preferred over many party stalwarts, including Anowara Taimur and Biren Singh Ingti. However, the selection of UG Brahma, by several parties as a common candidate, has been appreciated by the ABSU president, Rabiram Narzary. 

State Govt. urged for strict austerity measures
In view of the unprecedented financial crisis faced by the State, several members of the State Assembly cutting across party lines, has called upon the State Government to enforce strict austerity measures. Congress legislator, Sri Ripun Bora, while discussing the Budget for the year 2002-2003, stated that, the ministers, MLAs and bureaucrats of the State should stop spending Government money, specially while they were on official tours to different corners of the State. He said that, the ministers should not encourage the despicable practice of arranging expensive feasts in their honour by Government officials. He later said that, such an attitude on the part of the ministers, MLAs and officials was necessary to convince the common people about the prevailing financial crunch in the State.

Meanwhile, Premodhar Bora, a veteran politician and Trinamool Gana Parishad (TGP) MLA, also present in the Assembly, stated that, the members of the Assembly cutting across party lines should try to evolve a strategy to ensure investment of more fund for development works. 

Dacoit shot at in Nagaon

In an encounter with the police, a dacoit was shot at and was badly injured, at Salmari village under Rupahihat police station, on March 12. Sources informed that, the dacoit was arrested by the police and a pipegun was seized from his possession. The dacoit was identified as Hazarat Ali.

BTPS an uneconomic project : Konwar

Answering to a call attention motion by Sri Hemendra Nath Brahma (BDLP) in the State Assembly, the State Power Minister, Sri Devanand Konwar, admitted that, the Bongaigaon Thermal Power Station (BTPS) of the Assam State Electricity Board (ASEB) has turned into a white elephant, a totally unviable and uneconomic project. He informed that, according to a survey conducted by the National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC), the project needs an amount of Rs. 480 crore to repair and renovate the project. And so, said he that, spending such a huge amount on the BTPS would not be viable, as with that amount of money, a totally new power plant could be set up. The Minister also said that, the cost of production of power in the unit is about Rs. 7 per unit, while the ASEB can procure power at a much cheaper rate from NEEPCO, NHPC or the Meghalaya State Electricity Board.

Sri Konwar later revealed that, earlier an American company had expressed its desire to take over the plant, but presently no private party is willing to do so, as this project has become a totally unprofitable one.

News on 13th March '2002 

Karbi Anglong bandh on Mar. 14
A 12-hour Karbi Anglong bandh has been called by the Autonomous State Demand Committee (ASDC), Karbi Students' Association (KSA) and the KNCA, on March 14. Sources informed that, the bandh was called in protest against the State Government's failure in resolving the autonomous state issue. 

Shiva Ratri celebrated in State

Along with the rest of the country, Shiva Ratri was celebrated in the entire State with traditional gaiety and religious fervour, on March 12. Shiva puja was performed at the Umananda temple in the middle of Brahmaputra river and at Sukreswar ghat, besides many other places. People thronged the temples to pay obeisance to Lord Shiva. Cultural functions were also organised at various places. Sources informed that, the Inland Water Ways Department provided special ferry services to the Umananda to cater to the rush of the devotees. The Assam Tribune employees also performed Shiva puja at the office premises, said the sources.

Ban on private tuitions : Action against erring teachers

State Education Minister, Sri Hem Prakash Narayan informed that, private tuitions by college teachers has been banned by the State Government and that, action would be taken against those teachers if any specific complaint was received against them. While, answering to a question in the State Assembly, the Education Minister said that, the governing bodies of the colleges had been authorised to prohibit private tuition by the college teachers. He informed that, in an academic year the minimum working days in colleges were 180 days and a student was required to attend classes in at least 135 days to qualify for University and Council examinations. He said that, Government had issued instructions to the universities and the principals of the government and deficit colleges to ensure holding of minimum number of classes. He later assured that, the Government would not compromise on the issue of regular holding of classes in the colleges it was connected with the future of the new generation.

Meanwhile, Sri Zoii Nath Sarma, AGP leader demanded that, the government should formulate a proper academic calendar for colleges. Sri Premadhar Bora (TGP) said that, steps should be taken to disqualify teachers who fail to attend minimum number of classes. 
Blackwill's comments angered AGP

Robert D Blackwill's comments over the law and order situation in the State were adverse comments, alleged the AGP legislator and former industry Minister of the State, Sri Gunin Hazarika. Sri Hazarika said that, these comments might prove ominous for the State at a time when it was desperately looking for investment from outside. Holding up the issue in the Assembly, during a discussion on the Budget, Sri Hazarika said that, Government should not overlook the comments made by Blackwill as his observation might scare away potential investors. Later Sri Hazarika stated that, the State Government should start an urgent counter-propaganda campaign to neutralise the impact of the US official's comments so that potential investors could be prevented from getting scared. 

Mass rally in support of BTC

The Coordination Committee for Bodoland Movement has organised a massive rally at Jalah, in support of BTC, recently. Sources informed that, this was the second rally that was held within a short gap of just nine days. It is to be mentioned that, the first rally was held under the aegis of Sanmilita Janagosthiya Sangram Samittee, where voices were raised against formation of the BTC. The open rally was presided over by Rabiram Narzary, president of ABSU, which was attended by a number of leaders including Reo Reoa, chairman BPAC, Bishiram Narzary, president ABEF, Jagadish Sarkar, president AAYBK along with many others.

List of RS candidates yet to be cleared

The list of Rajya Sabha candidates for several States, including Assam has not yet been cleared by the Congress Party, even as outgoing Arunachal Pradesh MP, Nabam Rebia was renominated for a second time. Sources informed that, Rebia's name was among three candidates announced by AICC, during hectic parleys between the party high command and State Chief Ministers and PCCs chief. Biennial election to the Rajya Sabha would be held in 17 States for 59 seats that has fallen vacant, said the sources. In North-east, three seats in Assam and one each in Arunachal Pradesh and Meghalaya would fall vacant.

Meanwhile, Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, called on the AICC president Sonia Gandhi, on March 12, and was closeted with her for about an-hour short-listing candidates, though he claimed that the candidates could not be finalised. Sri Gogoi later speaking to the newspersons said that, he has forwarded a list of over 43 applicants to the party high command, together with their background, which included several ex-MPs, ex-MLAs, besides a few senior party members.

News on 12th March '2002 

Paban Singh Ghatowar to be APCC chief
The Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) high command has decided to appoint Veteran Assam Congress leader and former Union Minister, Mr. Paban Singh Ghatowar, as the president of the State Congress. Sources informed that, Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi had requested AICC president Sonia Gandhi to relieve him from the post and appoint another leader in his place. However, informed the sources that, Sri Gogoi had favoured Dr. Bhagawan Lahkar, Biren Sing Ingti or Syeda Anwara Taimur, for the president of the APCC, but Ghatowar's name was never high in his list of favoured leaders, informed the sources. However, it was not clear whether the Congress high command has discussed the issue with Mr. Gogoi.

State Budget to be presented on Mar. 11

The State Budget of the year 2002-2003 would be formally presented in the Assam Assembly by the Tarun Gogoi government, on March 11. Sources informed that, this year's Budget would hold significance in the face of severe financial crisis faced by the State and tough financial reform measures recommended by the Committee on Fiscal Reform. The financial experts are also of the view that, the primary thrust of the Budget should be reduction of expenditure and announcement of major austerity measures to cut down the lavish expenditures of the ministers and the bureaucrats. However, it is to be mentioned that, the State government has already incurred an expenditure of Rs. 6,28,869 as air travel charges for the members of the Congress ministry, other than the Chief Minister, which is quite high for a nine-month-old government.

SJSS' anti-BTC stir peaks

The 36-hour rail and National Highway blockade programme sponsored by the Sanmilita Janagosthiya Sangram Samiti (SJSS) has continued to cripple life in the Lower Assam districts, on the second day of its programme, on March 10. Sources informed that, thousands of the non-Bodos came out to the highways in Barpeta and Darrang districts to mark their protest against the proposed creation of the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC). However, a number of incidents of violence were reported during the blockade hours, including the torching of a goods-laden truck on the National Highway at Haraputta under the Gossaigaon police station, by the SJSS activists. The picketeers had also damaged the pilot car of the Barpeta deputy commissioner and injured the body guards of the Barpeta SP. Apart from these incidents, many minor incidents of stone pelting and other acts of violence were also recorded during the blockade hours, informed the sources.

Meanwhile, the All Bodo Students' Union (ABSU) advisor U.G. Brahma, accused the SJSS leaders for such a stir protesting against the creation of the BTC. He, further threatened to launch a massive agitational programme if the BTC was not created at the earliest.

Samata party to move Centre, State for security lapse

The Samata Party is in a bid to move the Union Home Ministry, the Defence Ministry and the Chief Minister of Assam to raise protest against the inordinate delay taking place in booking the guilty Assam Police officials who were responsible for security lapses during the visit of Defence Minister George Fernandes to the State. Sources informed that, the Samata party has accused the Assam Government for showing leniency towards the guilty officials as the Commissioner-cum-Secretary of Home and political department Mr. H.S. Das has not filed the enquiry report on the security lapses even after 15 days of the incident.

Mr. Siddique Ahmed, the president of the Assam Unit of Samata Party, while briefing to newspersons said that, Assam Government is trying to shield the guilty officials and is also not sincere in probing the incident of security lapses during the Defence Minister's visit.

Meanwhile, the Commissioner-cum-Secretary of Home, Mr. H.S. Das, informed the newspersons that the enquiry report of the security lapses during the visit of Fernandes, would be submitted within the next ten to fifteen days. 

News on 11th March '2002
SAKP ceasework on Mar. 11

The ceasework agitation of the activists of Sadou Asam Karmachari Parishad (SAKP) would be launched on March 11. An SAKP release informed that, all the State Government employees, including teachers, officials and other employees would sign their attendance in their respective offices and then proceed to their respective district and subdivisional SAKP offices from where they would proceed to the offices of the DCs and SDOs and stage dharnas. This would be a part of the programme, informed the SAKP release.

Bodo tangle to be solved by economic package : CPI

The State unit of the CPI demands immediate solution of the vexed Bodo poblem through the announcement of comprehensive economic package. Sri Pramode Gogoi, a member of the CPI, while briefing to newspersons claimed that, Koch-Rajbongshis, Tai Ahom, Chutia, Moran, Tea Tribes and other backward communities in the State should be granted the ST status. He also demanded ST status for all the Assamese people.

HUDCO loan to State

An amount of Rs. 100 crore has been sanctioned by the HUDCO to the State Government for granting house construction advance to the Assam Government employees, informed a HUDCO release. Sources informed that, this decision has been taken by the members of HUDCO in their board meeting held at New Delhi, recently. The bulky loan has however, been sanctioned under the HUDCO Niwas Scheme, and is granted as part of the ongoing support for housing programmes for the North-east, informed the HUDCO release.

Better use of traditional bodies can boost NE, says Syiem

While speaking at the inaugural function of the regional conference on 'Traditional Institutions, Transformations and Development' held in Guwahati, on March 10, HWT Syiem, the Secretary of the North Eastern Council (NEC), said that, the traditional institutions in the North-east should be used in the right perspective to ensure the development of the region. He said that, the North-east region is characterized by backwardness, but now it has realized that a concentrated effort was required to improve the conditions of the lives of the people. He also said that, a development package was necessary for the region, that would include the strengths of traditional institutions as well as adopt modern technologies for the improvement of the region. 

Coal Mafia gang suspected in MLA's son's abduction

After investigating the role of ULFA, KLO, NDFB or business rivals in the kidnapping of Abhayapuri South MLA Chandan Sarkar's son Pradip Sarkar, the West Bengal Police now being in a fix, has started investigation into the suspected role of the coal Mafia in the abduction. Sources informed that, the West Bengal Police has intensified patrolling along the Bengal-Bhutan border to check the abductor's bid to shift Pradip Sarkar to some hide-outs in the neighbouring country. The Assam Additional Director General of Police (ADGP), Sharda Prasad, while discussing the issue, expressed his dissatisfaction over the way the West Bengal Police was handling the issue and suggested them to review the progress made in the investigation. Meanwhile, Mr. Sarkar, also expressed his dissatisfaction over the West Bengal Police's failure to trace his son and demanded that if it failed to act, the investigation be handed over to CBI.

However, in protest against the abduction, the Falakata unit of the Congress, students' organisations and the business community, has observed a bandh in the Falakata area. The Jalpaiguri district Congress committee has also called a Jalpaiguri district bandh, in protest against the kidnapping, on March 11, informed the sources. 

News on 10th March '2002 

Magistrates to be deployed to inspect HSLC centres
In order to conduct the HSLC examinations fairly and smoothly, the State Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, at the request of the Board of Secondary Education, Assam (SEBA) has asked the deputy commissioners to deploy magistrates to inspect the sensitive centres of the State, that would hold the examinations. Sources of SEBA informed that, 146 centres has been announced as the most sensitive centres in the State, that is going to hold the ensuing High School Leaving Certificate (HSLC) and the Assam High Madrassa (AHM) examinations. The Chairman of SEBA, Dinanath Barman, while speaking to newspersons said that, the unfair practices at the sensitve centres is rampant and the SEBA officials on many occasions have faced stiff opposition from the students as well as the public while trying to stop the unfair practices. So said he that, since SEBA too has its own limitations, it has sought for the help of the State Government like deployment of magistrates in the HSLC examination centres for smooth conduct of the examination scheduled to begin from March 11. 

Nexus between Cop and smugglers : Cop suspended

An illegal nexus has been reported between a sub-inspector of police, in-charge of Rowta police outpost under Udalguri police station and timber smugglers, informed the police sources. Sources informed that, after getting information about the nexus, the police has put the SI Bibekananda Saikia under suspension.

36-Hour rail, highway blockade from Mar 9

The 36-hour rail and highway blockade called by the Sanmilita Janagosthiya Sangram Samiti (SJSS) would start from 6 p.m., on March 9. Sources informed that, the SJSS, which is a platform of 18 non-Bodo organisations has given the blockade in protest against the creation of the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC).

Meanwhile, the different Bodo groups has decided not to respond to the blockade given by the SJSS who were alleged to be the non-Bodo outsiders. 

War on corruption, declared

While participating in a debate on the motion of thanks on the Governor's address, the State Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, informed the House that, corruption in all levels would be checked from now onwards. He said that, the State Government would take strict measures and would also bring administrative reforms if necessary, to check corruption in the State. Not even the ministers would be spared if substantial evidence of corruption is found against them, said Sri Gogoi. However, considering the fact, that total eradication of corruption is impossible, he said that, practical steps could be possible to check corruption to certain extent. He stated that, the Government receives several charges of corruption against many officials, but due to lack of evidence action could not be taken against them. Later, expressing satisfaction over his governance, he said that, the State's scenario has improved in all fronts after the Congress Government has assumed charge. The law and order situation of the State has also improved, claimed Mr. Gogoi. On the economic front also the financial situation has substantially improved, though some more time would be necessary for the total improvement of the situation, said he.

News on 9th March '2002
Rural dev funds released by State Govt.

Assam has released its share for the rural development schemes that has been sponsored by the Centre. Sources informed that, the Centre has so far released Rs. 222.65 crore besides 1,59,400 MT of foodgrains valued at Rs. 180.07 crore, to the Assam Government under various rural development schemes during 2001-2002. So, in order to enable the Centre to release the second instalments under the various schemes, Assam Government has released Rs. 90.36 crore of the matching share. Later, sources informed that, the Centre has already sanctioned Rs. 196.80 crore to the Assam Government as the second instalment under various heads.

However, it is to be mentioned that, during the year 2001-2002, the Assam Government has considerably improved its performance in the matter of utilization of the funds and releasing its shares along with Central allocations. The Government of Assam is however, right on track implementing the action calendar it has drawn up for the DRDA work, said the sources.

NSCN (IM) killed Army jawan in Ledo

In an encounter with the NSCN (IM), an Army jawan was shot dead at Malugaon near Ledo, on March 8. Sources informed that, after receiving reports of the presence of the NSCN (IM) camps, the Army patrol went on a tip-off operation and advanced towards Peacock Hills, where the ambush took place and the jawan was killed. The Army jawan was identified as Lance Nayak of 9th Grenadier, Pawan Kumar, informed the sources.

Kamal Mazumdar expires

Kamal Chandra Mazumdar, a prominent citizen of the city and a former bureaucrat has breathed his last after a prolonged illness at his residence, on March 8. Sources informed that, he was 78 years old at the time of his death. He has left behind three sons, a daughter and three daughters-in-law. It is to be mentioned that, Late Mazumdar has served the Assam Government as Deputy Commissioner of undivided districts of Kamrup, Cachar and Lakhimpur after starting his career as Professor of Economics, Cotton College. He was also the author of two volumes of Land Laws of Assam and Commentaries on Essential Commodities Act of 1955.

MLAs demand immediate review of guest house deal

In a bid to inquire the matter of leasing out of the Stadium Guest House to a private company BCPL, the Congress and the AGP MLAs present in the Assam Assembly, demanded an immediate review of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between the Board of Sports, Assam (BSA) and M/S Baruah and Company Private Limited (BCPL). The MLAs expressing their surprise over the matter, said that, turning the Stadium Guest House into a plush hotel is a great insult to the contributions made by late Radha Govinda Baruah, one of the greatest sons of Assam and a multi-faceted genius. The State Sports Minister, Gautam Roy while speaking in the Assembly, assured the House that, the State Government would take up the issue seriously and the director of the BCPL, Dipankar Baruah and other concerned officials would be summoned to give an explanation on the matter. He said that, a thorough examination regarding the leasing out of the Stadium Guest House would be made immediately, and also assured that, not a single feet of land would be further given on lease to Landmark Hotel including the B.P. Chaliha Swimming Pool.

Meanwhile, Himanta Biswa Sarma, the Congress MLA, drew the attention of the House during the Zero Hour to the exclusive news revealed by 'The Sentinel' on its March 7 issue, exposing how the R.G. Baruah Guest House was given on lease to the BCPL without adhering to normal rules and regulations. He said that, public sentiment has been attached with the R.G. Baruah Guest House, and that the erstwhile AGP led government has leased out the Guest House to the private company by keeping the public totally in dark. He later demanded an enquiry to probe into the circumstances and events that led to leasing out the Stadium Guest House to punish the accused in the whole deal. However, the issue of leasing out of the R.G. Baruah Stadium Guest House to a private company has rocked the Assam Assembly. 

News on 8th March '2002 

ULFA men shot dead
In an encounter with the troops of the Red Horns division, two ULFA hard-core militants were killed in Raimana Reserve forest of Kokrajhar district, on March 6. Sources informed that, a large number of arms and ammunitions, including an AK 56 rifle, one 9 mm revolver, several rounds of ammunition and a radio set, were recovered from the slain militants.

Tiwa Sahitya Sabha from Mar. 8

The Tiwa Sahitya Sabha (Tiwa Mathovlai Tokhra) fifth annual general conference would be held at Ulukhunchi in Karbi Anglong district, from March 8. The Sabha would be celebrated with a three-day programme. Sri Nilamoni Phukan, the noted poet, would attend the Sabha as the chief guest of the opening session. Several other leading intellectuals of the State would also take part in the Sabha, informed the sources.

AGP Legislator asks CM's statement

Participating in the discussion on Motion of thanks on Governor's address, the AGP Legislator, Sarbananda Sonowal urged the Chief Minister, Tarun Gogoi to make a statement in the Assembly on the allegations, levelled by a senior bureaucrat, against the Commissioner to the Chief Minister, MGVK Bhanu, regarding framing of guidelines on implementation of DRDA schemes. Raising the issue in the Assembly, Sri Sonowal pointed out that, the Principal Secretary of Panchayat and Rural Development (P&RD) department had submitted a written complaint to Dr. Bhumidhar Barman, the Health Minister, stating that the Commissioner to the Chief Minister had framed certain guidelines on DRDA schemes with concerned officials keeping him in the dark. The Principal Secretary also alleged that, the guidelines framed were violative of Central Government guidelines for implementation of DRDA schemes. Thus, keeping in view of the rift in bureaucracy, Sri Sonowal stated that, the Chief Minister should in the interest of efficiency and transparency of State administration should make a statement in the floor of the House on the allegations made in writing by the senior bureaucrat against one of his colleagues.

SJSS blockade call opposed by Bodos

The blockade call given by the Sanmilita Janagosthiya Sangram Samity (SJSS) a body of several non-Bodo groups, on March 9, has been opposed by the Co-ordination Committee of Bodoland Movement (CCBM), on March 7. Sources informed that, the SJSS has given the rail and National Highway blockade call in protest against the creation of the proposed Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC).

The convener of the CCBM and president of the ABSU, Rabiram Narzary, while talking to newspersons claimed that, the SJSS led by outsiders should not involve themselves in meddling with the BTC issue, as both the Bodos and the non-Bodos living in the proposed BTC areas has extended their support to the formation of the tribal council to find a lasting solution to Bodo tangle. However, the ABSU leader expressed his surprise over the Government's move in involving the non-Bodo leaders from outside the proposed BTC area in discussing the BTC issue, inspite of, the Chief Minister's earlier assurance of not involving those outsiders in the BTC discussion. 

50 per cent excise duty relief hits NRL

The Central Government has decided to grant 50 percent excise duty (ED) relief on the products of all refineries of Assam, which means that, the Centre has indirectly imposed 50 percent excise duty on products on the newly set up Numaligarh Refinery Limited (NRL). This decision might jeopardize the future of the NRL, said the official sources.

Meanwhile, the AGP Legislator Sarbananda Sonowal, while discussing the issue in the State Assembly stated that, the Centre's decision of slapping 50 per cent ED on products of NRL, which is only two years old and was still in its infancy, was a sharp contrast to the announcement made by the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, two years back in Shillong that 100 per cent excise duty relief would be given to NRL for the next ten years, since the day of its inception. Later expressing his concern over the matter, Sri Sonowal called upon the Assembly to move the Centre to continue with 100 per cent excise duty relief, granted to the NRL for the first ten years.

White paper on Assam Accord

In view of the State and the Central Government's failure in implementing the historic Assam Accord, the All Assam Students' Union (AASU) has prepared a white paper on the issue, and has already sent a copy to the State Government. Sri Samujjal Bhattacharyya and Sri Prabin Boro, the AASU's advisor and president, while addressing a press conference, informed that, they would organise a seminar at New Delhi in April next, to launch a nation-wide campaign against the Government's lackadaisical attitude towards implementing the Accord, where, besides the Accord many other burning issues of the State would be pointed out.

Meanwhile, being disappointed with the Government's inaction in erecting the fencing and construction of roads despite repeated demands from them, the AASU leaders set a deadline within six months to complete the work, failing which they would launch a vigorous agitation. Later, the AASU leaders expressed grave concern over the matter, and criticized both the Governments that even after 16 years of signing of the Assam Accord, the Governments has not been sincere to implement the clauses. 

Women's day celebrations in city

International Women's day would be celebrated in the city, on March 8, with several programmes. The Assam Pradesh Mahila Congress would also celebrate the International Women's Day on March 8, with a day long programme at Rajiv Bhawan. The State Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, would also attend the meet, informed the sources. Prajapita Brahma Kumari Samity had began their Women's Day programme with a long procession in the morning.

The Assam State Committee of All India Mahila Sanskritik Sangathan has decided to observe the day as a day of struggle against obscene programmes shown through different TV channels. A meeting would be held in this connection at Laxmiram Barua Sadan. After the meeting a procession would also be taken out towards the Guwahati Doordarshan Centre.

News on 7th March '2002 

Stadium guest house leased out to private companies
The Radha Govinda Baruah Stadium Guest House has been transformed into a multi-storeyed hotel, named Landmark Hotel, leaving hardly any memento of late Radha Govinda Baruah, one of the greatest sons of Assam and a multi-faceted genius. Sources informed that, the Stadium Guest House was decided by the AGP-led government to be leased out to a private company, but the present government has also kept mum about the decision. This has however, generated resentment and anger among the sports lovers as well as the general people in the State. It is to be mentioned that, the R.G. Baruah Guest House was set up with the objective of providing facilities to the players coming from different parts of the State and also to garner revenue. But, sources informed that, several ministers, MLAs or their guests used the guest house without making payments over the years.

Meanwhile, it has come to notice that, the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) has been signed between the Board of Sports, Assam (BSA) and M/S Baruah & Company Private Limited for alloting the R.G. Baruah Stadium Guest House on lease agreement.

Sentinel journalists assaulted

Two Sentinel scribes, a reporter and a lensman, were badly assaulted by a Sub-Inspector, in the city, on March 5. Sources informed that, Assam police has suspended the sub-inspector for his inhuman treatment against the journalists. The AGP MLAs Dilip Saikia and Dr. Zoii Nath Sarma, has also raised the issue in the House during the Assam Assembly, informed the sources.

Meanwhile, the Minister of State for Home Pradyut Bordoloi, and DGP H.K. Deka, while talking to newspersons, assured that, no police officer would be further allowed to cross his legally permissible limits, and that, the government would also not allow any police official to earn a bad name for the Department. Sources however informed that, SI K.K. Bora, who was on a traffic duty along with some other traffic personnel beat the journalists Bhaben Ghimere and photographer Utpal Sarma, while they were on the one-way road near the Ganeshguri flyover, and took them to the Dispur police station. Later, after keeping them in the police station for about an hour the SI took them to the Guwahati Medical College Hospital.

Sources said that, the All Assam Photo Journalists' Association has condemned the police highhandedness. 
Indo-US ties would reach great altitudes

Speaking during an hour-long interaction with the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) teachers and students at the IIT, Guwahati complex, on March 6, the American Ambassador to India, Robert D Blackwill, said that, before the September 11 World Trade Centre attacks, both India and America were going through a 'cold war' against each other with bitter relations. He said that, the relation between the two nations was not growing and was like a flat chapatti with poor diplomatic contacts at all levels, but after the attacks, said he, the Indo-US ties has reached new heights. Asserting about the better relations between the two countries, he also said that, the two countries would reach great altitudes in the next five years with both India and US pledging to fight terrorism globally. Later talking about the Indo-US bilateral ties, he said that, besides diplomatic initiatives, there are more military-to-military contacts between the two countries. He also said that, there is a huge potential in the North-east which can attract US investors to the region, and this would create a positive relation between both the two countries.

Four died in road mishap

In a tragic road accident four persons were killed in Dibrugarh, on March 6. Sources informed that, the road mishap occurred at ring factory, near Mohanbari intersection on the national highway 37, under Barbaruah police station at around 10 a.m., when a Tinsukia-bound Maruti Van (no. AS 23 B 8649) had a head-on collision with a private bus.

SAKP stir

A 'Dispur Challo' procession from the Janata Bhavan premises, was taken out by thousands of Sadou Asam Karmachari Parishad (SAKP), on March 6. Sources informed that, the SAKP activists took out the procession shouting slogans against the State Government for its failure to pay salaries to its employees regularly. The activists also said during their slogans that the present Congress Government has no right to stay in power if it cannot provide salary to its workers on the first day of the month. The mob later held a meeting at the Dispur Last Gate, after being resisted to enter the place by the City Police. 

Police suspects ULFA, KLO's hand behind abduction
The hand of ULFA and the Kamatapur Liberation Organisation (KLO) has been suspected behind the abduction of Pradip Sarkar, the son of the Congress MLA, Chandan Kumar Sarkar, on March 4. Sources informed that, police had suspected the hand of the ULFA and KLO activists and had picked up some persons to interrogate them in connection with the abduction, on march 6. 

AP personnel nominated for IPS

Two Assamese Police personnel has been nominated by the Government to the Indian Police Service (IPS) of Assam-Meghalaya Joint Cadre, recently. The two police personnel are known as Mr. Debendra Nath Hazarika, Commandant, Assam Commando Battalion, Mandakata, Guwahati and Mr. Padma Kumar Das, Assistant Inspector General of Police (Reorganization), Assam, Guwahati, informed the official sources. 

News on 6th March '2002 

NDFB ultra shot dead
In an encounter security forces killed an NDFB militant, on March 5. Sources informed that, the incident took place at Doomni village under Barbari police station, in Nalbari district.

Meanwhile, in another incident two activists of the United People's Democratic Solidarity (UPDS), were nabbed by security forces on the same day in the city, informed the sources. 

College teachers' strike continues

The indefinite hunger-strike of the College teachers is going-on, deteriorating the condition of the teachers even more than before. Sources informed that, four more teachers who were observing the strike, were recently admitted to the Guwahati Medical college Hospital. The talks which were held between the Government and the All Assam College Teachers' Forum broke down on March 4, but no solution was made in support of the teachers. However, in order to bring about an amicable solution, the teachers have vowed to continue their strike. It is to be mentioned that, the teachers' main demand was to bringing 61 colleges under the deficit system of grant-in-aid, apart from other demands.

Allegations against State Govt. for bias in funding

The State Government has been charged of politically motivating the funds released from the Non-Lapsable Central Pool of Fund. Sources informed that, at least 39 MLA's tried to move the Centre, complaining about the State Government for bias in funding. The MLA's alleged that a sum of Rs. 214.84 crore received from the Central Government was allotted by the State Government, on September 24, for development of roads only in the Legislative Assembly Constituency (LACs), which however, were returned to the Congress nominees. The MLA's later alleged that, the State Government has biased in allotting the funds to a number of constituencies like Dhemaji LAC, which they informed, were in dire need of funds for development of the roads.

OBB teachers likely to discontinue service

The Ministry of Human Resources Development (HRD) asked the Assam Government to confirm whether they wished to continue the services of the teachers appointed under Operation Black Board (OBB) scheme. Sources informed that, the HRD Ministry has taken a serious note over the manner of appointments of these teachers, and so their continuation in services is likely to stop.

Meanwhile, V D Gaur, the Education Officer in an official communication sent to P Dutta, Commissioner and Secretary Education, said that, terms and conditions of appointment of teachers under OBB in middle school are not in accordance with the guidelines of the scheme, and that, their tenure was slated to expire on March 31. However, Mr. Gaur pointed out that, new posts were also created against the sanctioned posts and salary for the new created posts would be covered for the plan period in which appointments were made.

The HRD Ministry later asked the Assam Government to confirm whether these posts would be continued after termination of Ninth Plan, and also asked the State Government if it would take over the liability of these teachers according to the guidelines of the scheme. 

Militant shot dead in Nalbari

In an encounter with the Army, an ULFA cadre was killed at Nizuluki village under Barama Police station, on March 5. The deceased was identified as Ranjit Singh. However, police had also recovered a Chinese pistol and a magazine from the possession of the slain militant, informed the sources. 
Govt. decides to go for disinvestments of ATC

In order to revive the Assam Tea Corporation (ATC), the Government has decided to go for disinvestments of the ATC, which is the only way out. Sri Tarun Gogoi, the Chief Minister, while speaking during the State Assembly said that, the ATC has been heading towards an uncertain future, and has, in its 28-years long existence, accumulated a loss of Rs. 91 crore suffering heavy loss for 18 long years. He said that, the State Government are also ready to sell gardens in necessary, to revive the ATC.

The State Government has released an amount of Rs. 9 crore for payment of the salaries and wages of the workers, but the problem aggravated as the banks were not willing to release any fund to the ATC, said Sri Gogoi. He later said that, he had personally had talks with big tea companies in this regard, and that some of them even came forward at the initial stage, but later they backed out.

Non-Bodo groups resorted to agitation from Mar. 9

Fresh agitational programmes, including a 36-hour rail and road blockade has been announced by the Sanmilita Janagosthiya Sangram Samiti (SJSS), a platform of 18 non-Bodo organizations, from March 9. Sources informed that, the SJSS resorted to launch the agitation in protest against the Government's move to create Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) under the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution. However, the decision to start fresh agitation programmes was taken at the Central executive meeting of the SJSS held in the city, on March 5, informed the sources. The Central executive committee of the SJSS in its meeting also admonished that the Assam Government would be responsible for any negative repercussion if the demands for non-Bodo organizations were not conceded at the earliest.

AGP allegations against Cong Govt.

During the Assam Assembly held on March 5, the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) has criticized the nine-month year old Gogoi-led Congress Government for its failure on all fronts of administration of the State. Sources informed that, the leader of AGP, Brindaban Goswami, had slapped the same charges levelled against them before the last Assembly elections in the State during their regime. Sri Goswami alleged that, the ruling Congress party had utterly failed in living up to its promise made to the people, as total 238 persons including securitymen were killed in violent incidents that had occurred within the first five months of Congress rule. Later criticizing, the Congress government, the AGP leader said that, the Congress has lost its moral right in raising its voice against corruption. 

Firm hired to create pulse polio awareness

The involvement of Focus North East, a city-based profit making event management firm in the polio immunisation programme, has been concealed from the Health department officials, informed Dr. Bhumidhar Barman, the State Health Minister.Sources informed that, Sri Barman would ask for an explanation from the Commissioner-cum-Secretary of Health and Family Welfare department, Alok Perti, regarding the involvement of the firm.

Meanwhile, briefing to newspersons, Dr. Barman alleged that, the decision to select Focus North East in this issue was taken at the beuracratic level, and so said he, that he would seek for an explanation from the Commissioner about the justification of the selection.

News on 5th March '2002 

2 ULFA cadres shot dead in Sivasagar
In an encounter with the police, two ULFA militants were killed at Konwargaon under Nemuguri police station in Sivasagar district, on March 4. The slain militants were identified as Sujit Mohan alias Haren Mohan alias Nimki Bora and Deepak Phukan. A highly placed source informed that, Sujit Mohan was the operational commander of the outfit for Nagaon and Morigaon districts. Police had also recovered two weapons from the possession of the slain militants, informed the sources. 

Money looted from city shop

An amount of Rs. 30,000 along with two mobile phones were looted by three armed youths from the proprietor of Ratan Textiles situated at J.F. Manison House on SRCR Road, in Fancy Bazar, on March 4. Police sources informed that, a case has been registered a the Fancy Bazar police station in this connection.

Rural infrastructure funds reviewed

In a high-level meeting with all the officials of the concerned departments and NABARD, the State Chief Minister, Sri Tarun Gogoi, has reviewed the Rural Infrastructure Development Fund (RIDF), on March 4. Sources informed that, in the meeting the Chief Minister has also asked the officials to implement the projects in a time-bound manner and also urged them to submit the utilization certificates to the NABARD for timely release of funds. 

Expansion plan of Rs. 8 cr. in Jyoti Chitrabon Studio

In order to bring about a revolution in the entertainment arena of Assam, the Jyoti Chitrabon (Film Studio) Society has decided to set up a multi-crore project. Sources informed that, the Society has been waiting for the Centre's approval to set up the multi-crore on-line television studio that would help it, to keep pace with the advancements in television production in the entire country. It is to be mentioned that, the on-line production unit would constitute a multiple camera set up and on the spot editing of visuals and audio along with simultaneous mastering facilities. The total cost of the project is estimated at Rs. 8.25 crore, informed the sources. However, the authorities of the Society alleged that, they had already submitted the proposal to set up the project under clause six of the Assam Accord in February, 2001, but the Centre is yet to give its nod and is presently under the consideration of the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, said the sources.

Polio dose claims one 

Sources informed that, a three-year old child died at the Jananayak Debeswar Sarmah Civil hospital, in Jorhat, on March 3. The child was identified as Sabitri Bora. Sources later informed that, the police had brought the body of the child from her home in Nagajanka area near Mariani for post mortem. 

Miscreants kidnapped MLA's son

Pradip Sarkar, the son of Abhayapuri (South) MLA, Sri Chandan Kumar Sarkar, was abducted by unidentified miscreants from Falakata in North Bengal, on March 4. Sources informed that, the miscreants kidnapped Pradip when he went to Pragati Sangha, a local sports club in the evening. 

News on 4th March '2002
Race for RS tickets grips the State
Assam has witnessed a heat in the opposition camp in the State along with the Congress for Rajya Sabha tickets. Sources informed that, the opposition party has the possibility of gaining one of the three seats, while the Congress which have the highest number of 75 members in the Assam Assembly is sure of winning two of the seats. However, it is not known as to which opposition party would field candidate. As the BJP candidate had been elected last time, it would be AGP's turn this time to fill up the quota, informed the sources.

Meanwhile, sources informed that, the list of Rajya Sabha aspirants from the AGP has been increasing with the names of former ministers. On the other hand, the ABSU advisor, U G Brahma, also said while briefing to newspersons that, ABSU was thinking of fielding its own candidate with backing of the BDLP for the election. However, final decision has not been taken yet, said the ABSU advisor.

Bhupinder Singh report rejected by ABSU

U G Brahma, the All Bodo Students' Union (ABSU) advisor, while briefing to newspersons, disclosed that, the decade-long Bodo entangle could not be solved based on Dr. Bhupinder Singh Committee report, which the ABSU alleged was a completely outdated document. He said that, earlier all the parties were against the report, but that, now some parties have shown their support to the report in order to solve the Bodoland issue. Later he urged the Government not to consider any other report while constituting the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) under the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution. Moreover, he also appealed to the State Government to speed up the formation of the BTC by demarcating the boundary at the earliest.

Meanwhile, the Sanmilita Janagosthiya Sangram Samity (SJSS) has threatened the State Government to launch an agitation against the BTC formation, as they claimed that, the Government has neglected the sentiment of the non-Bodos in taking the decision of BTC formation.

Bogibeel construction to be inaugurated on April 15

The Bogibeel bridge in Dibrugarh district would be inaugurated by Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee, on April 15, informed the official sources. NF Railway has also been in touch with the Prime Minister's Office for the laying of the foundation stone of the New Dibrugarh station to be built at Bairagimath in Banipur area, said the railway sources.

Inter-state oil pilferers gang unearthed

City police had busted an inter-state gang dealing with illegal oil solvents, on March 3. Paresh Neog, the city police SP, informed that, two tankers carrying 12,000 litres each of raffinate and synthetic thinner, were confiscated by the city police in Guwahati. He informed that, the trucks were loaded in a small factory situated at Naharlagun near Itanagar in Arunachal Pradesh. He later suspected that, the solvents were dispatched for illegal delivery at some petrol depots in the city to adulterate petrol. However, in order to prevent such illegal mixing of solvents with petrol, the police had moved the Kamrup Deputy Commissioner to take appropriate action, immediately. 

News on 3rd March '2002 

Enquiry into PPI charges
A probe into the allegations made against the organisation, launching the pulse polio programme, has been ordered by the State Health Minister Dr. Bhumidhar Barman, to create public awareness for the March 3, pulse polio immunisation programmes. Sources informed that, the organisation engaged by the Government was charged of profit making by launching such programmes. Alok Perti, the Health Commissioner would conduct the probe to create public awareness about the second phase PPI campaign this year, informed the sources.

Naidu lauds Assam for progressing in rural dev works
Satisfied over the rate of progress in the implementation of different rural development programmes in Assam, the Union Rural Development Minister M. Venkaiah Naidu, lauded the role played by the State Government. Sri Naidu complimented the State Government for effectively releasing the matching share of the State for rural development programmes, and also hailed the State for successfully conducting elections to the panchayat raj institutions. 

Govt. urged people not to believe in rumours
The people of the State has been appealed by the State Government not to react at any false rumours being circulated by the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) activists in different parts of the State. Sources informed that, the Government had issued a release to the press, asking the people to thwart all attempts of violence and inform the nearest police station of any act of sabotage or threat to life.

Sinha assures Govt.'s stand in checking infiltration

While addressing the first budget session of Assam Legislative Assembly (ALA), the State Governor LT Gen. (Retd) S.K. Sinha said that, the State Government stands committed to check infiltration from across the border and to detect and deport illegal migrants under the provisions of the law. He stated that, the first phase of construction of border road-cum-fencing on the Indo-Bangladesh border would be completed by March 2002, and that work on the second phase would be taken up thereafter. He also assured the people that the Assam Government has no objection to the creation of Bodoland Territorial council (BTC) under a modified Sixth Schedule of the Constitution with specific and adequate safeguards for the protection of the rights of non-Bodos. Later asserting, that the government is committed to the welfare and uplift of the SC, ST and OBC communities, the Governor said that, the State government has taken up the matter of according status of scheduled tribes to Koch-Rajbongshi, Tea and ex-Tea Garden communities, Ahom, Chutiya, Motak and Moran communities.

The governor also talked about the financial crisis of the State and had, in his speech, mentioned various welfare and employment schemes for the overall development of the State. 

News on 2nd March '2002
Power projects to be developed in NE
In order to explore the power potential of the north-eastern States, Centre has launched an Accelerated Power Development Programme (APDP) in the region. Sri Suresh Prabhu, the Union Minister of Power, while inaugurating the programme said that, the programme was aimed at providing uninterrupting power supply throughout the country with an annual estimated expenditure of Rs. 3000 crore. Stressing the need on the speeding up of power sector reforms in the entire State, Mr. Prabhu said that, three circles viz., Guwahati, Jorhat and Dibrugarh have been brought under the APDP and the Cachar circle would also be considered.

Speaking about the programme during its inauguration, Sri Prabhu asserted that, the programme would help in bringing about the desired changes in the power sector in the country while restoring the operational and financial health of the State electricity boards and providing quality power to the consumers at a reasonable rate. Later assuring all possible help and assistance by the Ministry of Power, Sri Prabhu urged the State Government to avail subsidy for loans for development of power sector in the region.

Assam faces a revenue loss of Rs. 105 cr. : CAG
The revenue report of the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG), disclosed that, Assam Government has lost an amount of Rs. 104.66 crore as revenue, due to its delay and non-finalization of assessments resulted in the loss of sales tax revenue to the tune of Rs. 4.10 crore. This is however, another blow to the cash-strapped Assam Government. Sources informed that, the officials and the departments concerned has failed in their part to produce the details of the tax for which Assam Government has to face such a situation. The CAG reports also revealed that, the Assam Government officials had issued 372 transport passes to different bonded warehouses of the north-eastern States between April 1999 and June 2000, without realizing the transport pass fee of Rs. 54.68 crore. It is to be mentioned that, Assam Government had fixed the rate of transport pass fee for transport of IMFL/beer manufactured in the State at Rs. 30 per case on IMFL, and at Rs. 18 per case on beer, with effect from May 12, 1998. The CAG reports further showed that, the police cost amounting to about Rs. 5 crore, recoverable from other government departments and organisations remained unrealized till date.

Civilian killed in city road mishap
A tragic accident occurred in the city, killing one person on the very spot and injuring eleven others, on March 1. Sources informed that, the incident took place on the Kamakhya Pahar, when an ill-fated bus carrying a marriage party from Nalbari, turned turtle on the Pahar road and killed a person, and had injured 11 others, including a child. The injured have been admitted to the GMCH immediately after the incident.

Sources later informed that, the ill-fated bus was altogether carrying 43 people including the bride-groom, as the party was returning to Nalbari after solemnizing the wedding at the Kamakhya temple. The deceased have been identified as Satyaranjan Kalita, informed the sources. 

News on 1st March '2002
Partial response to pulse polio immunisation drive
S N Thakuria, the Director of State Health Services while speaking to newspersons, disclosed that, the second phase of the pulse polio immunisation (PPI) programme has received a positive response in the rural areas of Assam, while in the urban areas the response was quite low. He revealed that, the health service authority had made a target of PPI programme of 100 percent, but it recorded only 58 percent. He later informed that, the health workers would go house-to-house for the programme on March 4 and March 5. 

Sad demise of Debabrata Sarma
Dr. Debabrata Sarma, a leading physician of the State and also a former Vice-Principal of the Guwahati Medical College, has breathed his last at his Chandmari residence, on March 3. Sources informed that, Sri Sarma was suffering from a terminal disease for quite some time and was undergoing treatment. He was 71 years-old during his death and has left behind his wife, two sons and a daughter.

Sources later informed that, Sri Sarma has served for a long period of 45 years of his life, beginning his career as an Assistant Professor of Medicine in the Assam Medical College, Dibrugarh in the year 1957.

GMC Balayogi killed in helicopter crash
India's first dalit Lok Sabha Speaker, GMC Balayogi, lost his life when a private helicopter, in which he was traveling, crashed into a fish pond in Krishna district of Andhra Pradesh, on March 3. Sources informed that, three other persons, including the pilot of the helicopter, Balayogi's additional personal secretary, K S Raju and his gunman, were also killed on the spot, as the helicopter hit a coconut tree before hurtling into the pond near Kuvvadalanka village. Sri Balayogi received severe injuries and multiple fractures as the helicopter crashed into the pond and exploded, informed the sources. The bodies were later rushed to a government hospital at Eluru, the West Godavari district headquarters.

Meanwhile, in order to pay their last respects, Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu, B Dattareya and TDP Parliamentary Party leader, K Yerran Naidu, rushed to Eluru to bring the body. The funeral of Balayogi would be held on March 6.

President K R Narayanan, Vice President Krishnan Kant, and Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee, along with a host of other leaders expressed deep shock and grief over the death of Lok Sabha Speaker GMC Balayogi and consoled the bereaved the family.

Immediate setting up of gas cracker project urged
Sri S S Dhindsa, the Union Minister for Fertilizer and Chemicals, was called upon to take immediate steps to ensure speedy setting up of the gas cracker project, by the Assam Gas Cracker project Sangram Samiti. Sri Sarbananda Sonowal, MLA and the chief convenor of the Samiti along with Dr. Arun Sarma met the Union Minister regarding the issue and submitted a memorandum. They said that, the people of Assam would continue to fight for the project as the decision to set up the project was taken as a fallout of the Assam agitation. Sources informed that, Sri Sonowal and Dr. Sharma also discussed the issues relating to the starting of commercial production of the Namrup Fertilizer unit, in their meeting. The Union Minister later assured that he would visit Assam within the current month to take stock of the progress made till date. 

Teachers' indefinite strike continues
The third day of the fast-unto-death programme launched by the All Assam College Teachers' Forum (AACTF) has been completed, on March 3. It is to be mentioned that, the teachers resorted to this indefinite strike as a protest against the non-fulfillment of their long-standing demands.

Sources later informed that, one teacher was also hospitalized, following deterioration in his health condition , on March 3.

VHP-sponsored bandh receives total response in city

The 12-hour Bharat-bandh called by the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) received total response in the city, on March 1. Sources informed that, during the bandh hours, shops, business establisments, government and semi-government offices remained closed, with the traffic becoming thin in the afternoon, though vehicles were plying on the roads in the morning time. Reports of sporadic cases of stone pelting by bandh supporters were received from some parts of the city. Security arrangements were also beefed up in the city to avoid any untoward incident.

Meanwhile, in the districts like Dibrugarh, Dhubri, Jorhat and Nagaon, the 12-hour bandh remained spontaneous and passed off peacefully under strict vigilance of the security arrangements. However, schools, colleges and Universities were functioning normally with usual attendance, in these areas though shops, business establishments and offices kept their shutters down. 
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