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	News on 31st December '2001
State BJP lambasts Congress Minister Hussain

Congress Minister, Ismail Hussain, was lambasted by the Assam BJP, for his alleged remarks uttered during a meeting held in Barpeta district, on December 30. Sanjib Goswami, the state BJP unit informed that, the Assam BJP has demanded action against him for his utterances for the Char Areas Development, that has created communal tension in the entire area. 

One dies in road mishap, three injured in a fight

In a fierce road accident, a 20-year-old youth died after being knocked down by a truck at Japarigog, on December 30. Sources informed that, the deceased was riding a bicycle, when suddenly he struck against a truck and died on the very spot. The deceased was identified as Pankaj Chandra Das, who belonged to Hatigaon, Zoo Road Tiniali.

Meanwhile, in a major haul, three youths were badly injured, and were admitted in a city hospital, on December 30. This was reported to the police by three youths of Sundarbari locality, who filed an FIR at Dispur police station, immediately after the incident.

Second Panchayat polls on Dec. 31
The second phase of panchayat polls would be held on December 31, informed the sources. Over 57 lakh voters are expected to exercise their franchise for the second phase. However, security, throughout the State has been beefed up for smooth and safe conducting of the poll, said the sources. Altogether 882 candidates for Zila Parishad members, 4199 for Anchalik Panchayat members, 27813 for Gaon Panchayat members and 4383 candidates for Gaon panchayat president posts are in fray for the second phase of polling, informed the sources.

Congressman, ULFA man shot dead in Nalbari

In two separate incidents, a Congress (I) member and a hard-core ULFA militant were killed, on December 29. Sources informed that, Sarat Medhi, the president of the election committee for panchayat election of the Congress party, was called out from his house in Bezkuchi village in Nalbari district, by a group of ULFA militants and shot him dead at point-blank range.

Meanwhile, in an encounter, the Army personnel of the Red Horn Division gunned down an ULFA militant, near Khalikajhar village under Duni police station in Darrang district, on December 30. Police sources also informed that, the Army personnel has recovered three crude bombs during counter-insurgency operations in different parts of the State, on December 30. 

Illiterate candidates for gaon panchayat polls in Nagaon

Sources informed that, about hundred candidates who are in the fray for members of gaon panchayat in Nagaon district are illiterates. The second phase of polls, which are going to be held on December 31, will be contested by these 100 illiterate candidates among many others, informed the sources.

ACTA decided to postpone its stir to Jan 18-19

Keeping in view of the panchayat elections, the Assam College Teachers' Association (ACTA) has decided to postpone its proposed agitational programme from January 2 and 3 to January 18 and 19. The ACTA took the decision in a steering committee meeting of the association, held on December 30. Sources informed that, the programme was deferred for the reason that, a number of the association's members will remain on election duty on those days.

Keshab Mahanta in the field in Kaliabor constituency

A senior AGP leader informed in a press release, that AGP is likely to field Keshab Mahanta for Kaliabor Parliamentary constituency, the by-poll which is scheduled to be held on February 21. Congress sources also informed to the media-persons that, Ms Nazneen Faruqui, APCC general secretary Akon Bora, former MP Kirip Chaliha, Sylvious Condpan and Deep Gogoi are to be in the fray on behalf of the Congress party. 

No review of security arrangements required: DGP

Briefing to news-persons, Mr. H K Deka, the Assam Director General of Police, said that, the security forces have been able to keep insurgent activities in the State under control, though rebels are active in certain pockets in the State. He said that, there is no vacuum in so far as counter-insurgency operations in the State is concerned, despite some relocation of troops, and, for this, the State police chief did not feel any kind of need for a review of the unified command arrangement between the State police, Army and para-military forces. However, in the wake of any emergency in the country, the arrangement could be reviewed, said the DGP, Mr. Deka.

Borpuzari declares introduction of fiscal responsibility
Briefing to the news-persons, the noted economist and Assistant and Temporary Alternate to the Execute Director of the International Monetary Fund (IMF), Dr. Jitendra Gopal Borpuzari, said that, the financial crisis of Assam initiated a thinking process in the minds of the people, specially the youths who would now give up running after government jobs and, would instead think of new avenues. Dr. Borpuzari later said that, this is a positive impact marked on the youths that has forced them to search for self-employment avenues. However, this would also help the government as the pressure to create jobs would come down and the salary bills of the employees would be reduced in the near future, said Sri Borpuzari.  

News on 30th December '2001
Kokilamukh visited by lakhs of people

The Saraswat Math in Kokilamukh on the banks of river Brahmaputra, was visited by over a lakh of people from all over the country, on the occasion of 87th Sarbhabhauma Bhakta Sanmilani. Sources informed that, several Bangladeshi devotees also visited the place during the occasion. 

Protest against Railway authorities

Teachers of Assam Railway Higher Secondary School of Panbazar staged a demonstration in the school premises, on December 28. Sources informed that, the teachers launched the strike as a protest against the move of the Railway authorities to install a 33 KV electric sub-station within the school campus. 

Suicide committed by APBn constable

Sources informed that, a constable of 9 Assam Police Battalion (APBn) committed suicide, on December 28. The constable was on duty at Mohuripara outpost, under Goreshwar police station in Kamrup district, at the time of his death, informed the sources. The deceased constable was known as Biren Das. However, the reason behind his death remained unknown till date, said the sources.

State Congress campaigns for funds

Tarun Gogoi, the Pradesh Congress President and State Chief Minister, would formally launch the year-long-membership-cum-fund raising drive in Rajiv Bhawan at a meeting, on December 29. Senior AICC secretary and party observer, V Hanumanta Rao, while speaking to news-persons, said that, the acute financial crunch faced by the party necessitated the collection drive. Moreover, this would bring more transparency in collection of funds by the party, he added. Sources informed that, all the state ministers, MLAs and chairmen of the civic bodies would have to donate a month's salary to the party. Each district would have to collect a minimum of Rs. one lakh and the block level committees will have to collect at least Rs. 10,000 to 20,000, informed the sources. However, the party has earmarked a list of 3,000 sympathisers for donations.

News on 29th December '2001
Suspected ULFA militant killed

In an encounter, with the Army a hard-core ULFA militant was shot dead, on December 28. Defence sources informed that, the Army came across the militant near village Khasranthali, under Kalaigaon police station, in Mangaldoi district and killed him on the spot. A number of arms and ammunitions, including a 9 mm US-made revolver with five rounds of ammunitions and several incriminating documents were recovered from the slain militant, informed the sources. However, the identification of the slain militant remained unknown. 

Army shoots at 2

Army killed two NDFB militants in an encounter at Mainaguri village under Kachugaon police station in Kokrajhar district, on December 28. Sources informed that, the Army while coming across the militants in the village shot at them, which was retaliated by the militants, resulting in with the loss of two lives of the militants. 

Army unearths fake currency racket in Nagaon

Following the information of a fake currency racket in Nagaon, the Army team along with the Haibargaon police station jointly planned and executed an operation to unearth the racket. Sources informed that, the joint operation team busted the racket, on December 27, resulting in with the arrest of Topkul Islam and Akbar Ali of village Hathijujua and Abdul Razak of village Kuwaikota, in Nagaon district. Sri Lungriading, the SP Nagaon, said that, an amount of Rs. 40000/- was recovered from the racket which was prevented by the ultras from utilizing it for their anti-national activities in the State. However, interrogation of Topkul Islam revealed the involvement of Md Rasid and Abdul Razak. Sources later informed that, Md Rasid was not traceable during the operation, but another suspect involved in the racket, Akbar Ali, was apprehended.

Assam deprived of DRDA funds

Failing to submit proposals, the Assam government along with several north-eastern States have defaulted in drawing first installment of the various DRDA schemes. The Union Rural Development Minister, M Venkaiah Naidu, has, however, set a deadline of February for submission of all the proposals. Meanwhile, the Rural Development Ministry of the north-eastern States has urged the Union Finance Ministry to consider the demands for converting the financing pattern of rural developing schemes of the north-east from 75:25 to 90:10 along the lines of financing the Special Category States.

Later, it is to be mentioned that, a committee named, Lalit Mathur Committee, has been set up by the ministry to go into the demands made by the north-eastern States. Sri Naidu asserted that, the issue would be discussed with the Finance Ministry and the outcome would be known later on. 

Order for re-polling in 96 booths in the State

Following incidents of snatching of ballot papers during the first phase of panchayat election, the State Election Commission has ordered re-polling in 96 polling stations. Out of the 96 polling stations, 34 are in Hailakandi, 12 in Karimganj, 24 in Silchar, four in Gohpur, four in Biswanath Chariali, three in Tezpur, two in Dibrugarh, one in Golaghat, Nagaon, one Hojai, two Kamrup, one in Barpeta, 9 in Hatisingimari, one Sadiya and four in Dhemaji district, informed the sources. Meanwhile, campaign for the second phase of panchayat polls were concluded on December 28. Security measures has been beefed up for peaceful elections in the final phase. 

News on 28th December '2001
Panchayat polls held peacefully

No major untoward incident was reported from any part of the State during the first phase of the panchayat polls. Sources said that, the polls ended peacefully, on December 27, with more than 65 percent of the voters exercising their franchise for 237 Zilla Parishads and 1240 Gram Panchayats. However, sources reported that, in 30 centres in Hailakandi district, in two centres in Cachar and in four centres in Gohpur in Sonitpur district, miscreants snatched away ballot papers and boxes, and, in one centre in Biswanath Chariali, polling was postponed following reports of anomalies in distribution of ballot papers by the presiding officer. However, no impact of the bandh call given by certain organisations was seen during the polls, as people from different parts of the places came to exercise their franchise, reported the Kamrup district administration sources.

2 persons shot at, in Tezpur

An unidentified gunman shot at two persons at Potiarukha under Sootea police station, in Tezpur district, on December 27. Sources informed that, one of the two persons, were identified as Hiren Nath who was a brother of an Independent candidate, and the other was known as Mridul Kumar Nath. Both of the victims were admitted to the Kanaklata Civil Hospital for treatment under serious condition, informed the sources.

Gogoi moves Centre for financial aid

The State Chief Minister, Tarun Gogoi, presenting a fine-tuned strategy regarding the financial crisis of the State, called on the Union Finance Minister, Yashwant Sinha, and said that if the strategy gets approved then it would ease the financial crunch of the State Government, for the moment. Sri Gogoi later pleaded that, the loan repayment dues touching a whopping Rs. 1100 crore, that is due for payment to the Centre in the next three months of the current financial year, should be deferred and converted into a long-term loan. However, the Union Finance Minister as usual did not make any commitment, but instead suggested that the demands would be discussed at an official level.

Official sources later informed that, the Assam Government, has prepared a blueprint that may see it through the next three months of payment crisis by seeking deferring of its loan repayment obligations.

1 ultra killed

In an encounter with the police, a suspected militant was killed on December 24. Sources informed that, the incident took place at the Yeiripok Ningal village area in Manipur's Thoubal district. 

PM's birthday celebrated in Arunachal Pradesh

The 77th birthday of Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee was celebrated in a befitting manner at Vivekananda hall in Arunachal Pradesh, on December 25, by the Arunachal Pradesh unit of Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha (BJYM). The day was also celebrated with the Arunachal Pradesh Handicapped Welfare Society. Fruits were distributed among the patients of Ramakrishna Mission hospital, informed the sources. 

Shops gutted

Twenty shops at Sapkata market, under Kokrajhar district, were gutted by a devastating fire, on December 17. Sources informed that, the fire broke out at around 8.30 pm on the day, and has damaged lots of properties worth about Rs. 7 lakh. Altogether, 20 shops were completely gutted by the fire and about 30 shops were partially damaged, said the sources. 

Public hearing on Vitamin A cases

The State Government officials deposed before Assam Human Rights Commission (AHRC) on Vitamin A death cases, during a public hearing. Sources informed that, this was the first round of public hearing in the case related to pulse Vitamin A deaths in the State, which was conducted by the chairman of the AHRC, Justice R K Manisena Singh, along with Abdul Majid, the AHRC member. Justice Singh informed that, the next round of hearing will be conducted on December 29, and then only the Commission would decide whether to examine any more witnesses or not. He later informed that, the Commission was unlikely to examine any witness from the UNICEF which sponsored the Vitamin A campaign in the State.

FCI employees' meet in all India Conference

The All India Conference of the Employees Union of the Food and Civil Supplies of India (FCI) has concluded on December 23. The meet was held for two days that ended with a promising note towards fulfillment of the employees demands as well as future progress of FCI. Sources informed that, the conference was attended by about eighty delegates from all over the country, and was specially presided by Shyamal Bose, All India President, and the General Secretary, Upendra Kumar. The speakers of the conference during the meet, emphasized the need of greater unity at the national level to fight against the apathy of management towards victimization of employees.

Christmas wishes and peace message from ultras

Wishing a merry Christmas to all the people in Nagaland, a Christmas peace message was sent by the ultras of a faction of a divided tribal Christian guerilla group to the India's strife-torn north-eastern State of Nagaland. Kitovi Zhimomi, the self-styled prime minister of the outlawed National Socialist council of Nagaland (NSCN) vowed on the eve of Christmas and New Year that, he and his fellow-beings would forgive and forget the past and usher in a new era of hope and peace where there is no more bloodshed and rivalry among fellow Nagas, from the new year. Sources informed that, the Indian government and the Isak-Muivah faction of the NSCN has entered into a cease-fire in August 1997, which was followed by several rounds of peace talks. 

Traffic offenders in Nagaland to be nabbed

Sources informed that, the new year will bring a joyful life for the law-abiding citizens, but a bad news is awaiting for the owners of vehicles. The State police is going to impose fines on violators of traffic rules from the beginning of the new year, to ensure a smooth vehicular traffic in the urban centres, particularly in Kohima and Dimapur, informed the official sources. However, under the new government guidelines, all sellers and purchasers of second-hand vehicles must receive no-objection certificate from respective SPs before coming on the road, said the Kohima Superintendent of Police, Toshitsungba Aier. The Government has thus, empowered the police administration to take legal action against traffic rule violators. 

Mahanta accuses Cong for violating poll code
While briefing to news-persons, former Chief Minister, Prafulla Kumar Mahanta accused the Congress Government for trying to violate all election code in order to win the panchayat polls. He alleged that, the district administration also failed to take any action against it, rather the administrations along with the police are assisting the Congress activists, in threatening the AGP workers and candidates. Later referring to the workings of the present Government, Mr. Mahanta said that, the State would never see the path of progress if the Congress remains in power, and has also challenged Sri Tarun Gogoi, the present Congress CM to produce a single successful work before he completes his seven month's rule in the State. 

Police fails to trace Jatin Mali
Jatin Mali, the Former AGP minister, who was accused for raping a teenager girl, Ms Dipti Kalita, is still absconding from the State. Sources informed that, a non-bailable arrest warrant was issued against him, but the Police is yet to trace him. It is to be mentioned that, Ms Kalita has filed an FIR against him in connection with the case, at Palashbari police station in August, 2001. The former AGP minister raped her during the campaigning of the last Assembly election, informed the sources. 

Kirti Nath Hazarika's dissatisfaction for the year 2001

Kirti Nath Hazarika, a renowned journalist, said that 2001 is another year of hopelessness and mad rush to grab power by hungry politicians in the political arena in Assam. However, participating in a discussion on Some Positive Reflections of 2001, organised by the All Guwahati Students Union (AGSU), renowned litterateurs, academicians, economists, journalists and social workers of Assam said that, the year that is passing by has brought a mixture of cheer and tear for the people of the State in different fields.  

16th Guwahati Book Fair - Children Special
Briefing to news-persons, Dr. B C Lahkar, the Education Adviser to the Chief Minister, said that, the 16th Guwahati Book Fair being organized by the Publication Board, Assam, will catch the fancy of child imagination. Children of the State would be feted during the 12-day-long book fair, as the Publication Board has chosen Children Literature as the main theme of the fair. Lots of child activities including seminars, workshops on various literary works, etc. would be held during the fair period, said the sources.  

Judicial colloquium to be organized by HC

A regional judicial colloquium on Gender and Law, at the North Eastern Institute of Bank Management, is to be organized by the Gauhati High Court, from December 27. Sources informed that, the colloquium would be held for three days, under the aegis of the National Judicial Academy and the British Council, India Division, in association with Foreign and Commonwealth office. 

News on 27th December '2001
ULFA leaders meet for Bhutan exit

The ULFA leaders are chalking out strategies to cope with the present situation in Bhutan. Intelligence sources informed that, the in the third week of December, the ULFA members held a meeting in Nepal to discuss about the shifting of its camps to the Chittagong Hill Tracks in Bangladesh. Sources also informed that, the ULFA is worried over the communication problems with its field units based in the State if it were to operate out of the CHT. However, in order to tackle the communication problem, the ULFA is planning to improve its communication network by procuring long distance wireless sets, informed the sources.

Tight security forces arranged for first phase of Panchayat polls

In a bid to hold a safe and a secure panchayat poll on December 27, a three-tier security blanket has been thrown in the State. Security arrangements would be monitored from three levels, viz Zonal, police stations and control rooms at district headquarters, informed Mr. H K Deka, the State Director General of Police. Sources informed that, the polling officials for the first phase of the polls have already reached their assigned booths to conduct the election. Altogether, 56,97,601 voters are expected to participate in the first phase of Panchayat election. 226 Zila Parishad constituencies, 1269 Anchalik Panchayat constituencies, 1277 Gaon Panchayat Presidents' constituencies and 11782 Gaon Panchayat constituencies will be covered during the first phase of the polls, informed the sources.

Bandh paralyses normal life in Morigaon

The 36-hour upper and lower Assam bandh call given by the All Tiwa Students' Union (ATSU) and Autonomy Demand Struggling Forum (ADSF), on December 26, has affected the normal life in Morigaon district, with the closure of all government offices, schools and banks. It is to be mentioned that, the ATSU and ADSF members has given the bandh call as a protest against the holding of panchayat elections in the Tiwa Autonomous Council area. However, the bandh call failed to evoke any response in Nagaon district, said the sources.

Gogoi should clear his stand in secret killings: Mahanta
Criticising the Congress Government in a meeting of the AGP party workers at Doboka in Nagaon, the former Chief Minister, Prafulla Kumar Mahanta, said that, the Gogoi-led government has pushed the State to the brink situation of financial crisis. Mahanta, while addressing the meeting also said that, the Congress government has failed to keep the promises made to the people during the time of the Assembly elections.

Meanwhile, he also demanded the present Chief Minister, Sri Tarun Gogoi, to give a clear definition of secret killing and also to clear his stand in the killing cases recorded since 1997.

Bhakta Sanmilani in Kokilamukh

Altogether 20,000 devotees from different parts of the country, has arrived to attend the four-day 87th Sarbabhauma Bhakta Sanmilani at the Bangia Saraswat Math, at Kokilamukh under Jorhat district, on December 26. Kokilamukh, which is on the bank of river Brahmaputra resembles perfectly a Hindu pilgrimage site, informed the sources. Devotees from Orissa and West Bengal have come in large numbers and some from Bangladesh also. Sources informed that, the sanmilani is held at Kokilamukh every twelve years though the yearly sanmilani is held at the ashrams of the math in a rotational manner. Palit Bora, the secretary of the reception committee, said that, a medical centre has been set up and five tube-wells has been installed by the district administration, for the use of the devotees. Different kind of celebrations will be highlighted in the sanmilani function, like yajna, bhauna, processions etc. by the disciples of the Auniati Satra, said the sources.

Bandh call by KSA, ASDC (P)

A 12-hour Assam bandh call has been given by the Karbi Students Association (KSA) and Autonomous State Demand Committee (P), on December 28, from 5 am onwards. Sources informed that, the bandh was called as a protest against the brutal killing of Ajit Tisso, on December 22, by the ASDC (U). 

2 killed in Sonitpur

Unidentified gunmen shot dead two persons near Assam-Arunachal Pradesh border, under Rangapara police station in Sonitpur district, on December 25. Sources informed that, the unidentified gunner went to the area in search of Kushal Koch, an ULFA cadre who was released on bail from Tezpur, on December 12, and their failure to find that man, led them to kill the two persons, out of rage and anger. The slain persons were identified as Suresh Koch and Tezen Koch of No. 1 Bogujali.

Golokganj area gripped under fierce firing

Following the exchange of a half-an-hour terrible firing between the militant groups, ULFA and NDFB, tension prevailed in the entire area of Malandubi village under Golokganj police station of Dhubri district, on December 25. Sources informed that, the ULFA militants, who were crossing the village thought the NDFB to be Army jawans and opened fire at them. The NDFB also retaliated with firing, that took about half-an-hour. However, as soon as they confronted the Army vehicles, both the groups fled the scene under the cover of darkness.

Assembly polls in Manipur declared to be on Feb. 14, 21

Election Commission announced that, the Assembly polls in Manipur will be held on February 14 and 21, 2002. J M Lyngdoh, the Chief Election Commissioner informed that, Punjab and Uttaranchal will have a one-day poll on February 13 and 14 respectively, while in Manipur it will be a two-day poll. Bye-elections to six Lok Sabha constituencies including one each in Kaliabor in Assam, Guna in Madhya Pradesh, Mirzapur in Uttar Pradesh and Tripura West in Tripura, will be held on February 21. Official sources later informed that, the counting votes in all the States will be done on February 24, and electronic voting machines will be used in all the Assembly constituencies, he said.

Media centre set up for election news

In connection of the panchayat elections, the Directorate of Information and Public Relations, Assam has set-up a media centre, at the press liaison section of the directorate. Official sources informed that, the media centre will start from December 27 till the election process is over. However, the purpose of the setting up of the media centre was only to disseminate various information about the elections, said the sources. 

Assam seeking Rs. 1000 crore world bank assistance

Due to the Union Finance Minister, Yashwant Sinha, turned up with the Cabinet meeting, the Assam Government had to cancel its presentation, that was lined up for securing the second phase of the World Bank loan. Chief Minister, Tarun Gogoi, however, decided to meet the Union minister in New Delhi at his North Block office, to submit the proposal seeking over Rs. 1000 crore of aid from the World Bank, under the Assam Rural Infrastructure and Agriculture Services Project, on December 27.

It is to be mentioned that, all applications for World Bank loans have to be routed through the Finance Ministry, so, the State Government decided to impress the Minister about it. Meanwhile, the Rural Development Ministry announced the release of Rs. 54.27 lakh as the first installment of the total 10.9 crore allocation earmarked for the State for the current financial year.

News on 26th December '2001
Alarming population growth in Nagaland

Sources informed that, the Wokha district of Nagaland has registered the highest percentage of decadal growth of 95.01 percent during the period from 1991 to 2001 in the country. Four districts of Nagaland have been listed among the top ten slots of districts with highest population growth rate during 1991-2001. Wokha district, however, topped the list while Tuensang (78.10%), Mon ( 73.42%) and Dimapur (73.30%) were listed at fourth, fifth and sixth positions in the table.

ULFA killed in encounter

In a fierce encounter with the Army, two hard-core militants were killed at Mokardong in Barpathar, on December 25. The slain militants were identified as Bijoy Rabha alias Bimal Rabha and Santosh Rabha alias Champak Rabha. The former deceased was one of the Goalpara action commander of the enigma group, and the latter was the Paschim mandal action commander of Goalpara.

Jingle Bells rang all over in the State

The annual festival held in celebration of the birth of Christ was celebrated all over the State along with the rest of the world, on December 25. Special religious services were organised in the Churches to mark the occasion and people also exchanged greetings amongst themselves to make the celebrations a spirited one. 

News of the death of Bin laden shocks the world

Quoting an unnamed Taliban commander, a Pakistani daily newspaper reported the death of the terrorist mastermind Osama Bin Laden, in earlier this month. The Taliban official said that, Bin Laden was suffering from serious complications in the lungs since many days, and ultimately succumbed to the disease for lack of proper medical attention, in Afghanistan's Tora Bora mountains. The official also claimed that he along with Laden's close aides, including family members and some Taliban friends had attended the low-key funeral of Bin Laden. However, the sudden death of Laden shocked the entire world. 

Assamese ultras posing serious threat in Bhutan

Speaking at the National day celebrations of Bhutan, the King of Bhutan reminded the people of the country about the grave situation and called upon them to support with the Royal Government to drive away the ultras from the country. The King of Bhutan also talked about the grave security threat from the presence of armed Assamese militants, who had illegally entered the country and refused to leave. He later added that, if the efforts and initiative for a peaceful solution do not yield desired results and the Assamese militants do not leave the country, then he would send the security forces to remove them from Bhutanese soil. 

State ready for Panchayat polls

The State is ready to hold the Panchayat elections beginning from December 27, informed the official sources. The polling materials for the first phase of the ensuing election has been distributed at Boko, Chaygaon and Mirza, on December 25. Official sources reported that the first phase election will be held for 14 Zila Parishad members, 74 Anchalik Panchayat members, 74 Gaon Panchayat presidents and 740 Gaon Panchayat members covering eight development blocks under Guwahati sub-division. The second phase of the election will be held on December 31.  

Future of NRL questioned

The Numaligarh Refinery Limited (NRL) hanged in balance, as the Union Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister showed his negligence in sanctioning a financial assistance worth Rs. 375 crore for the project of the NRL. Casting serious apprehension over the fate of the NRL, a Parliamentary Standing Committee differed with the ministry in its assessment for not granting the financial assistance. However, the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas should convince the Union Finance Ministry for providing the amount so that the Refinery could be able to survive under the tough conditions in the post-administered price mechanism (APM) period, discussed in the meeting of the committee.

AOC labour union Strike called off

The Assam Oil Corporation Labour Union has called off their 72-hour strike, on December 20. Sri Mohan Deka, the president of the union, congratulated the workers for maintaining solidarity in spite of repressive measures of the AOD management. Official sources informed that, on the last day of the strike, the labour Union organised a rally in the Union ground. After the rally, the workers spontaneously proceeded to AOD general office and staged a dharna in front of the office. A meeting was held, during the rally which was attended among others by the Joint Secretary I B Chetry, vice-presidents Sri Ranjit Dutta and Sri Bhola Nath. Criticising the unconciliatory attitude of the management, the speakers demanded to settle the 45-point demands raised by the union, and also accused the Central government labour machinery for its failure to take necessary action.

News on 25th December '2001
STATFED to be on the track again

The State Food and Civil Supplies department has submitted an ambitious project before the Union Government in order to bring back the ailing Assam Government undertaking STATFED on track, and also that it could be made the nodal agency for procurement of paddy in Assam and other north-eastern regions. Official sources informed that, the project included construction of godowns, purchase of vehicles, various equipments and working capital from financial institutions. Sources later informed that, if the scheme is implemented properly, it would give benefit to thousands of farmers of Assam and other adjoining north-eastern States since the Food Corporation of India is not interested in procuring paddy in the region. 

Cotton College staff cautioned by DU teachers

The teaching community of Cotton College, has been urged by more than hundred teachers to abandon their demand of autonomous status to the college saying that the future of the autonomous educational institutions of the country is dark and dangerous. As much as 87 teachers from the Delhi University (DU) and 15 from the Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) has in a letter to the teachers of Cotton College, said that, the experience of the autonomous colleges shows that they have actually lost academic freedom and caused insecurity of service to the teachers. The scheme was only meant for the elites and so, the teaching community should not be swayed by the so-called academic freedom which would not be there, said the Delhi based teachers.

Christmas bells ringing all over in Shillong

Santa Clauses of different sizes led numeral processions in Shillong, on December 24, the Christmas eve, and the people of the entire State, smartly dressed sang to the beat of drums and strumming guitars. However, during the celebrations, the mood among the elderly was quite different and somber, as they clamored for peace and also wanted that this Christmas would bring the message of peace and brotherhood among one and all.

Mahanta reacts against Gogoi's allegations against him

Reacting to the charges made by Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi against Mahanta, that he is the sardar (chief) of all secret killings, Sri Mahanta, said that, Mr. Gogoi cannot absolve himself from the universally accepted charge against the Congress in India that it was this party which had created Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale, that had aided and abetted the LTTE and stoked terrorism in the North-east. Sri Mahanta later challenging Mr. Gogoi, said that the Gogoi-led Government should come clean on the secret killing issue by enlarging the scope of the judicial inquiry to cover all cases of such killings, since 1991, and not confine it to just 11 cases related to the kin of the ULFA, to keep the outfit in good humour.

GAD advices PWD to cut down unnecessary expenditures

The Public Works Department (PWD) and other concerned officials has been directed by the General Administration Department (GAD) not to spend money in the name of furnishings and interior decorations of the office chambers and residences of ministers and officers. Sources informed that, the directive has come in view of the grave financial situation of the State as well as to cut down government expenditure. It is to be mentioned that, the government has earlier put restriction on the tour programmes of senior officials, after receiving complaints that many senior officers overstay in Delhi in the name of official engagement. Sources later informed that, the misuse of telephone and electricity by many ministers and officers has always been a matter of serious concern for the government. 

Mystery of hot water grips the city
Oozing out of hot water from beneath the ground sprang mystery in the city. Sources informed that, one Ms Kamini Saikia, of Rukminigaon, on December 20, complained of sudden rise of temperature in one of the rooms of her house, and so when on December 24, they dug a hole outside the room, hot water and smoke oozed out from the hole. The Geology and Mining Department was informed about the strange phenomenon, and officials of the Department collected samples for test. Sources informed that, the department conducted a survey in the entire locality, but nothing of that sort was reported from any other house. However, sensation gripped the area after the strange happening, reported the sources.

Barkotoky threatens contractors for immediate completion of fly-over

The Assam PWD Minister, Sri Sarat Barkotoky's claim that one portion of the Ulubari fly-over in the city will be opened for vehicular traffic by December last, has proved to be hollow, as no sign of completion of the work by this month is noticed, informed the sources. Expressing his resentment over the poor progress of the work, Sri Barkotoky threatened to impose penalty on the contractors if the work was not completed within the stipulated time. 

Assam Police on alert

Keeping a close view at the threats of insurgents during the coming panchayat elections, the Assam police is on their way to review law and order and is also making efforts for smooth and peaceful conduction of the election in the State. Speaking to news-persons, Mr. Mohan Raj, the Assam IGP said that, no additional force would be deployed for the election, rather tight security arrangements would be made with the existing forces. 

Christmas greetings

Tarun Gogoi, the State Chief Minister, greeted the people of the State on the occasion of Christmas. In his message, he hoped that, the occasion would bring the feeling of brotherhood among all sections of the community.

Nagaon AYP members resign en masse

The expulsion of the Asom Yuba Parishad president, Pitambar Saikia, has led to the en masse resignation of the Nagaon district committee of AYP. It is to be mentioned that, Sri Saikia was expelled by the AGP district unit, on December 23. However, the AYP would challenge the decision after the panchayat elections, informed the secretary of the parishad, Sri Tapan Chandra Bora.

Bandh calls given in lower, Central and upper Assam

A 36-hour Central and lower Assam bandh on December 26, and a 36-hour upper Assam bandh on December 30, has been called by the All Tiwa Students' Union (ATSU), All Rabha Students' Union and All Mising Students' Union. The bandhs are given as a protest against holding of panchayat elections in the autonomous council areas, informed the sources. 

World Bank aid sought for the financial crunch in Assam

Unable to face the financial crunch, the Assam Government now proposes to knock at the doors of the World Bank to seek long-term financial aid. Sources informed that, Tarun Gogoi, the State Chief Minister, is making a presentation on December 26, regarding the matter. It is to be mentioned that, the option of seeking long-term assistance from foreign aid agencies, has been propagated by the Centre itself to the States passing through severe crisis. Meanwhile, the Assam Government played host to a team of Asian Development Bank (ADB) seeking funds to develop the infrastructure in the State to attract private investments, in November, said the sources. 

Ultras invited for negotiations: Advani

Assuring the people, that the Naga peace process would not affect the territorial integrity of any States in the region, Union Home Minister, L K Advani, called upon all the militant outfits in the North-east to come for talks. While inaugurating the second Manipur Bhavan, on December 24, Advani asserted that, the Centre was fully committed to bring and restore peace in the insurgency affected region. However, the Centre's efforts to solve the Naga problem would not hurt the interest of other neighbouring States, said Sri Advani. 

News on 24th December '2001
Assam Govt. unlikely to pay December salaries

The Assam Government assures the State government employees that it would pay its employees the salaries for the month of December before the coming Bhogali Bihu, if the sales tax dues from the India Oil Corporation (IOC) is cleared immediately. However, sources informed that, the State Government is unlikely to pay the salaries if it does not get the whooping Rs. 499.5 crore sales tax from the IOC. The State Government is desperately seeking intervention from Petroleum Minister, Ram Naik on the matter. Sources later informed that, the Government has paid the salaries for two months i.e. October and November, though a large number of employees, particularly teachers are deprived of their salaries for the month of November, following a ban on payment imposed by the Reserve Bank of India.

2 ULFA camps shifted from Bhutan

After repeated pressure from the Royal Government of Bhutan, the ULFA militants has shifted only two camps from the country so far, informed the sources. It is to be mentioned that, the Bhutan King had set a deadline of December-end for the ULFA and the National Democratic Front of Boroland (NDFB) to vacate their training camps from the country. However, despite the deadline, both the militant groups had refused to completely vacate their camps heading to a problem among the Bhutanese people.

Moreover, during the past couple of months, several Bhutanese were killed by the militants forcing the Royal Government to take stern measures against the ULFA and the NDFB.

NDFB ultras killed

Three NDFB hard-core militants were killed by the Army personnel, near Hatigarh in Darrang district, on December 23. Sources informed that, a large number of arms and ammunitions, including one AK 47 rifle, a .303 rifle and some Improvised Explosive Device (IED) were recovered from the slain militants. However, according to the State Government's documents the Red Horn division personnel have killed 12 militants belonging to the ULFA and the NDFB in various places of lower Assam, since December 17. Thus, in view of spurt in activities of the militant groups, the Army has launched several search operations in lower Assam.

REC Principal refuses to resign from his post

The Principal of Silchar Regional Engineering College (REC), Col (Dr.) J S Virke, has refuted to resign from the post of Principal, even after the on-going controversy among the students and the teaching and non-teaching staff. J S Virke, while briefing to news-persons, said that, a vernacular daily published from Silchar reported that he was going to resign, but he termed it as fabricated and malicious. He later said that, the students had called off their strike, on December 21, but the teaching and non-teaching staff were still continuing their strike for his removal from his post. However, it is to be mentioned that, the students has called off their four-day-long hunger strike only after the constitution of the two-member inquiry committee by the Government of Assam to enquire into the matters of the college. 

Formation of BTC demanded by ABSU

A Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) is demanded to be formed, before the expiry of the cease-fire agreement between the Government and the Bodo Liberation Tiger (BLT) under the provisions of the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution, by the All Bodo Students' Union (ABSU) for the solution of the Bodo problem. The ABSU adviser, Sri Urkhau Gwra Brahma, while speaking to news-persons, assured that, this is not a deadline but only a request to the Government for the solution of the Bodo problem. He later said that, the Chief Minister, Tarun Gogoi, has assured the Bodo leaders for the formation of the BTC, on the one hand, but on the other, Sri Gogoi, was giving confusing statements on the issue in different public meetings, said the ABSU leader. Sri Brahma later assures the State Government that, a consensus among different political organisations and non-political organisations have already been held, for the formation of the BTC. 

Gogoi alleges Mahanta to be the chief of secret killings

Accusing the former Chief Minister, Prafulla Kumar Mahanta, and terming him as the sardar, the chief of all the secret killings that took place during the five-year regime of the AGP-led government, Sri Tarun Gogoi, in a panchayat election campaign meeting in Golaghat, asserted that, the Congress has, after coming to power in the State, initiated a probe into the secret killings, that was welcomed from all quarters, except Mahanta. Sri Gogoi later alleged that the former AGP president was backed by the CPI and the CPI (M).

Swamy visiting Imphal on December 27

I D Swamy, the Union Minister of State for Home, has decided to come to Imphal, on December 27. Sources informed that, the Minister will come to the State in order to take a stock of the law and order situation prevailing in the State. The Union Minister, during his stay in Imphal, is scheduled to meet the Governor VP Marwah, chiefs of Army, Assam Rifles and the DGP. 

Rigorous imprisonment for Baptist Christian in Tripura

A six-months and fifteen days rigorous imprisonment has been declared for a Baptist Christian in Agartala. Sources informed that, Nathulong Jamatia, the Baptist Christian was convicted for obstructing one of his Hindu neighbours from performing his religious rites. Nathulong was however, convicted under Section 323 of the CrPC, by the first class judicial magistrate of Udaipur, Subhash Sikder. 

City Police arrests HNLC cadre

A hard-core HNLC militant was arrested by the City Police and a Special Operation Team (SOT), Shillong, on December 21. Sources informed that, the militant, Alfred Syiemlieh alias Bet from Mawlai, has led the SOT to a militant hideout at Borsomo in West Khasi Hills, but the police team not finding any militants in that area arrested him. The hiding militants somehow deserted the hideout before the arrival of the police team, informed the official sources. 

NE agri-sector needed to be developed: Advani

While addressing the 21st convocation of Chaudhary Charan Singh Haryana Agricultural University, in Hisar (Haryana), Union Home Minister, LK Advani, said that, the green revolution had imparted dynamism to the growth of food grain production in the country, with large variations in the yields between semi-arid and green revolution areas. He stressed that one of the goals that the farmers should set in the growth strategy should be to make the eastern and the north-eastern regions the new granaries of India in the same way as Haryana and Punjab had become. He later said that, the average crop yields were very low in the eastern and north-eastern regions, resulting in backwardness and mass poverty, as compared with other places. So, said he, stress should be put on the growth strategy of the eastern and the north-eastern regions. 

ULFA cadres in Indo-Bangla border

After receiving threats from the Royal Government of Bhutan to go out from the State, the banned ULFA militants are currently camping along the Meghalaya-Bangladesh border, informed the IGP of CRPF, Mr. GM Srivastava, on December 21. He later informed that, the fresh ULFA militants are trying to sneak into Bangladesh and some are still hiding somewhere in the Garo Hills.

UPDS willing to hold peace talks

The United People's Democratic Solidarity (UPDS), chairman, P Dilli, said that their organisation which is active in the hill districts of Assam, are willing to sit for negotiations. He said that, the UPDS, which is an extremist organisation has expressed willingness for negotiations, but on certain pre-conditions. He mentioned that the, pre-conditions among many others included that the Amnesty International or any other international fact-finding agency should probe the killing of indigenous people. 

Anti-corruption steps mooted

The implementation of policies, framed from time to time should be invested with permanent bureaucrats for their proper adoption, said the Central Vigilance Commissioner, N Vittal. He said that, implementation of different laws and acts, was necessary, so that corruption could be removed from the Indian form of governance.

Milik elected unopposed as Speaker of KAAC

Mr. George Milik, has been declared the new Speaker of the Autonomous Council, on December 21. Sources informed that, he was elected unopposed as the Speaker. The declaration of his election as the speaker, has been made formally by the Karbi Anglong Deputy Commissioner, Sri Bhabo Gogoi. It is to be mentioned that, Milik has become the youngest speaker of the council in its long history. He is 31-year-old, informed the sources.

REC students strike called off

Following the assurance given by the State Government that it would conduct an inquiry into the activities of College's Principal Col (retd) J M Virke, the hunger strike of the agitating students of the Silchar Regional Engineering College, has been temporarily called off. It is to be mentioned that, the students were on a fast unto death programme, demanding the resignation of the College Principal, for his autocratic and divisive policies. The assurance was however, given by Dinesh Prasad Gowala, the Public Health Engineering Department Minister and two MPs, namely Santosh Mohan Dev and Karnendu Bhattacharya. 

REC Principal refuses to resign from his post

The Principal of Silchar Regional Engineering College (REC), Col (Dr.) J S Virke, has refuted to resign from the post of Principal, even after the on-going controversy among the students and the teaching and non-teaching staff. J S Virke, while briefing to news-persons, said that, a vernacular daily published from Silchar reported that he was going to resign, but he termed it as fabricated and malicious. He later said that, the students had called off their strike, on December 21, but the teaching and non-teaching staff were still continuing their strike for his removal from his post. However, it is to be mentioned that, the students has called off their four-day-long hunger strike only after the constitution of the two-member inquiry committee by the Government of Assam to enquire into the matters of the college. 

Formation of BTC demanded by ABSU

A Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) is demanded to be formed, before the expiry of the cease-fire agreement between the Government and the Bodo Liberation Tiger (BLT) under the provisions of the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution, by the All Bodo Students' Union (ABSU) for the solution of the Bodo problem. The ABSU adviser, Sri Urkhau Gwra Brahma, while speaking to news-persons, assured that, this is not a deadline but only a request to the Government for the solution of the Bodo problem. He later said that, the Chief Minister, Tarun Gogoi, has assured the Bodo leaders for the formation of the BTC, on the one hand, but on the other, Sri Gogoi, was giving confusing statements on the issue in different public meetings, said the ABSU leader. Sri Brahma later assures the State Government that, a consensus among different political organisations and non-political organisations have already been held, for the formation of the BTC.

4 AGP leaders expelled in Nagaon

Four AGP leaders in the Nagaon district, has been expelled from its party, by the Nagaon district Committee of the AGP, during its executive committee meeting, on December 23. Sources informed that, the party leaders were expelled for filing nomination papers against official party candidates for the ensuing panchayat polls. The four party leaders expelled were Nagaon district Asom Youth Parishad (AYP) president, Pitambar Saikia, Asom Mahila Parishad (AMP), Sensua Anchalik committee general secretary Anju Devi, Md Abdul Rashid, an executive member of the district committee and Dipak Saikia, a member from Barhampur. 

Gogoi accuses Cong, BJP as opportunist parties

Addressing two poll meetings in Jorhat, the State Chief Minister, Tarun Gogoi, gave a boost to the panchayat election campaign, on December 23. Sources informed that, Sri Gogoi, has addressed a meeting at Titabor and another at Bahona. Taking a dig at the Opposition parties, Sri Gogoi, during the meetings said that, the Left parties and the BJP were opportunistic parties who used to have a tie-up with the AGP according to their convenience.

Sri Gogoi, later, terming the AGP as one of the most corrupted political parties, said that, the Congress was really interested in the development of the rural masses and hence was holding the panchayat polls as per the party's manifesto. 

News on 23rd December '2001
MZP alert on Bagladeshi influx into Mizoram

Briefing to the news-persons, the president of the student body Mizo Zirlawi Pawl (MZP), Mr. Lalchhandema Ralte, said that, the Mizo group is quite alert on the Bangladeshi influx towards the interior States like Mizoram. He said that, the Bangladeshi influx has assumed alarming proportion in the North-east, and so the activists of MZP are keeping close watch on their movement. However, the joint work of the MZP and the Mizoram Police to prevent the entry of the non-Mizos in the State, has yielded positive results, said Ralte. The continuation of the Inner Line Permit (ILP) system in Mizoram has also proved effective in curbing the flow of doubtful persons, and besides the volunteers of the MZP also makes random check of ILPs to ensure that nobody stays back behind the deadline, informed the MZP president, Ralte.

Assam jails on the way of improvement

In a bid to initiate the developmental work at all the 26 district jails in the State, a four-year development scheme has been chalked out by the jail authorities as the Centre has earmarked Rs. 3 crore under the 11th Finance Commission awards. Sources informed that, under the four-year development scheme vocational training will be imparted to the prisoners lodged in the four jails to enable them to engage in self-employment schemes, medical facilities at five jails will be improved, conditions of the existing kitchens in nine district jails will also be improved. Under the new development scheme, the existing bamboo fencing would also be converted into concrete walls, floodlights will be installed at Tezpur, Jorhat and Silchar jails, informed the jail authorities.

Mahanta criticizes Congress Govt.

Accusing the seven-month old Congress Government, for being engaged in a blame game humiliating the AGP, the former Chief Minister, Prafulla Mahanta, alleged that, the Congress government is pursuing a policy of appeasing the militants, in the name of conducting inquiry into the secret killings and is hiding the real facts from the eyes of public. He alleged that, the Gogoi govt. is probing into the killings selectively and not all, so, Mahanta later challenged that if the Congress government was really sincere in its intentions, then it should have ordered a judicial inquiry into all the killings that had been taken place in Assam since 1991. However, refuting the claim of the Congress govt. that the present precarious financial scenario in the State was a contribution of the AGP government, Mahanta said that, the AGP had been able to bring the State finances back on track and had also presented a White Paper on the financial scene on the floor of the Assam Assembly, during its rule, but during that time the Congress being the opposition party remained silent, and claimed that they would solve the financial problem once they comes to power.

NCP express apprehension for rigging in polls

The ruling Congress party has been accused by the Assam branch of the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP), for using the money power to rig the ensuing panchayat election. Mr. Bhrigu Kumar Phukan, the party president, after releasing the party manifesto for the panchayat poll, expressed fear that the ensuing poll would not be free and fair. He said that, about 3,000 NCP candidates are in the fray for the polls and the party is in the hope of winning a good number of seats. 

Ad hoc body in Urban Industrial Coop Bank constituted

The ad hoc board of directors of the Urban Industrial Cooperative Bank Limited, has been constituted with Ms Ranee Narah, MP and Mr. Ranjit Baruah as chairperson and vice-chairman respectively, informed the officials sources. These adhoc elections has been issued by the Governor of Assam through a notification. 

16th Guwahati Book Fair from Dec 29

Sources informed that, the 16th Guwahati Book Fair organised by the Assam Publication Board, will be held from December 29 to January 9 at the Judges' Field, Guwahati. The Book Fair Committee, had, on December 20, held a meeting at the Janata Bhavan to discuss about the ensuing fair. The meeting was attended by Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, among many others. Several programmes in the wings of the book fair will also be hold on, informed the committee sources. 

Security scenario in Assam to be discussed

A panel discussion on the security scenario in Assam will be telecast by the Programme Production Centre (North East), Doordarshan, on December 21 at 5 p m. The panelist comprises HK Deka, Director General of Police, Assam, HN Das, former Chief Secretary, Assam and Jaideep Saikia, noted security analyst, this is informed through a statement issued by Janasanyog. GS Kalita, the Executive Editor of The Sentinel, will moderate the discussion.

KSA urge Centre to solve the entire hill people's problem

The Karbi Students' Association (KSA) has expressed grave concern over the agreement which is about to be signed by the Centre and BLT, granting ST status to the Bodo people residing in Karbi Anglong. The KSA in a press release, said that, it has never opposed to any rights of the people but the dealings become questionable for the hills people who have been enjoying the status. They also said that, they need the solution to the problems not only to the Bodos but all the communities residing in the region.

Munin Barkotoky Award won by Munin Bayan, Nabanita Gogoi

Litterateur and critic Munin Bayan and short-story writer Nabanita Gogoi, has been awarded the Munin Barkotoki Award, for their books 'Kitap Aru Sanlap' and 'Chah Poharat Akaleh' respectively. It is to be mentioned that, the Munin Barkotoky Award has been instituted in 1995 in the memory of renowned writer, critic and journalist Munin Barkotoky. The decision of the award winners was taken at a meeting of the selection committee held on December 18, in Guwahati.

Polling officials training programme on December 24

A DIPRO press release informed that, the training for presiding and first polling officers of Dibrugarh district under reserved list for the ensuing panchayat election will be held on December 24, at District Library Auditorium. Sources informed that, all the officers who couldn't attend the training programme earlier, are requested to attend the programme positively.

Why not Internet Telephony in NE region ?

While the Department of Telecom Services (DTS) has decided to launch Internet Telephony (I P Phone) in India, the Central Government decided not to introduce the state-of-the-art communication means in the North-east showing the mere cause of its possible misuse by cadres of different underground organisations. However, many experts in this field averred that, the Centre is opposing the introduction of I P Phone in the region not because of insurgency problem, but because of step-motherly attitude of it towards this far-flung region.

Observers say the Centre's plea lacks logic. Since all militants' camps in the North-east use highly-sophisticated means of communication, the decision to keep the North-east outside the system of I P Phone of the Videsh Sanchar Nigam Limited (VSNL) is a living example of Delhi neglecting this region.

In the meantime, the North-east MPs Forum submitted a representation to Prime Minister AB Vajpayee urging him to cover the region in the Internet Telephony Policy of India.

Purno A Sangma, MP and NCP leader told this writer that an all-party delegation of the region would stage agitation in Delhi if Vajpayee failed to bring the North-east under the proposed policy on I P Phone in the subcontinent.

The DTS will soon launch Internet Telephony services in the country. However, the state-owned VSNL said that telephone services

based on Internet protocol (I P) will soon be introduced in India.

"The services will be launched within three months on an experimental basis and will be provided from limited exchanges," sources added.

While the DTS has not yet finalised the tariff for Internet Telephony, the charges are expected to be far lower than ordinary fixed line services. Meanwhile, VSNL is gearing up to provide Internet Telephony as soon as it becomes legal in India.

However, a senior official at VSNL came out with a statement that Internet Telephony should be allowed in India only after a policy framework for sharing revenue among different countries is put in place. Internet Telephony bypassed the current 'accounting rate' system for international calls in which the per minute call cost in a direct route is divided between countries of call origin and reception at a mutually beneficial rate, said the senior official.

Worldwide Internet Telephony, however, does not have any such cost-sharing arrangement. This will not serve the interest of the country which has invested in developing communication networks.

But what is Internet telephony? The Internet is a global network of close to 100 million people. It provides a vast range of telecommunication services, including electronic mail, the World wide Web, and more recently, telephony. With appropriate software that can be downloaded free, users who are logged on to the Internet can talk to each other anywhere in the world at no additional cost.

Recently, some companies have started services that allow such users to even talk to people who do not have an Internet connection, but only a regular phone, at a cost far below regular long-distance charges. How is this possible?

Telecommunications, multinationals (telcos), which so far have often monopolised services in their own countries, have been charging their customers very high rates for international telephony. Internet telephony is a lot cheaper, because it does not cost as much as that the telcos do. These include marketing, metering, billing and collection from their customers, which add to huge overhead. Also, they use expensive switches, which have been programmed independently at great cost by each supplier. As against this, the Internet runs on software that is largely free - many Universities, Research Institutions, Companies and individuals have incurred the cost of developing it on their own. Until recently, most telcos have enjoyed the benefits of monopoly pricing. In India, they still do.

In a note on January 5, 1998, the VSNL asked its Internet customers "not to use the Internet connection for telephony or Fax applications," and those who violated this "would be permanently debarred from using Internet services". Not content with this, VSNL has also been preventing access through the Internet to some companies that write Internet telephony software. As a consequence, VSNL's customers are being prevented from sending electronic mail to these companies, and from accessing their Web sites for information. The title pages of 3 such blocked Websites are reproduced, to show that the contents in no way violate Indian law.

A complaint to the VSNL Desk elicited the following on-line response: "Sir, this site is not accessible from VSNL."

When asked why, and under which rule access to the Vocaltec site had been blocked, VSNL's manager in charge of Internet services, Neeraj Sonker, also provided a on-line reply, "As part of contract terms and conditions, we don't encourage voice over I P."

I P stands for Internet Protocol. In other words, Mr. Sonker seems to suggest that VSNL has a problem with voice in any form carried over the Internet route.  

News on 22nd December '2001
NSCN (I-M) leader burns Indian currency notes of Rs. 500, 100

Claiming that the Indian money was the root of many evils afflicting the Naga society, the NSCN (I-M) vice chairman, Khodao Yanthan, surprisingly burnt the Indian currency notes of Rs. 500 and Rs. 100, during the function of the launching of the Naga Reconciliation Process. The leader, later during the function exulted optimism that the initiative taken by the Naga Hoho and the church would not be a futile exercise and would go a long way in achieving peace through reconciliation. 

CM accuses Mahanta for failing to probe killings during his rule

Reacting to the allegations posed by the former Chief Minister Prafulla Mahanta against the present Congress Government, Tarun Gogoi, the present Chief Minister of the State, accused the former for not displaying any courage during his government's tenure to conduct inquiries into any of the secret killings, that had taken place during the AGP regime in Assam. However, alleging that, Mahanta never showed any courage to institute any inquiry to the secret killings, Sri Gogoi said that, his government has ordered inquiry into 11 cases and not all, only because specific complains on the other cases were not received.

Ganeshguri flyover to be opened on January 4

The 4-lane 'Bishnu Prasad Rabha Flyover' will be opened at a function on January 4, 2002. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, will formally open the Rs. 2128.00 lakh Flyover at Ganeshguri intersection (Chariali) on GS Road for the vehicular traffic, informed the sources. 

SULFA men held

Six surrendered ULFA (SULFA) men were arrested by the Noonmati Police, on December 21. Sources informed that, the SULFA men were arrested for intimidating the public following an unsuccessful attempt of grabbing a piece land at Shantinagar. However, a case was filed against the accused in this regard. The accused were identified as Niranjan Rabha, Safed Ali, Phukan Basumatary, Mohammad Nuruddin Ali, Mohammad Himmat Ali and N Rajkumar Dewan.

GMC earns lakhs of rupees from check gates

Sources informed that, in this cash-trapped condition of Assam Government, the Guwahati Municipal Corporation earns Rs. 76 lakh per month from four check gates and Rs. 24 lakh from parking areas in the greater Guwahati area. Anjan Dutta, the Minister of State for Municipal Administration and transport, informed that, there are only four GMC gates in the State, but all these check gates were leased out to the present parties by the previous government. However, keeping in view of the common people's interests, the entry fees for different vehicles have been revised twice during the tenure of the present government, informed the Minister. He later said that, necessary and stern action would be taken if any aggrieved party lodged a written complain about over charging of entry fees or any kind of harassment by people manning GMC check-gates in the city. 

Assembly seats reserved for NE locals

The Constitutional Review Committee has suggested reservation of seats for the local communities in the State Legislatures to prevent entry of illegal migrants into the electoral rolls. The Consultation Papers on Development in North Eastern States released by the National Commission to Review the Working of the Constitution, deals with empowering and strengthening of Panchayat Raj institutions, autonomous district councils and traditional tribal government institutions in the North Eastern Region. The matter of the inclusion of the Bodoland Autonomous Council (BAC) in the Sixth Schedule with protection for non-tribal and non-Bodo groups, is also one of its significant recommendations. However, the Papers, apart from doing several observations, has also observed that identity cards should be made compulsory for all Indian residents in the North-east. 

I-T raids yet to be completed

The Income Tax (I-T) Department raids conducted on December 20, in the houses and offices of the Director of Medical Education (DME), has been temporarily suspended, on December 21. During the raids several items were seized from the possession of the accused persons. However, when asked about the size and nature of the seized items, the IT officials remained tightlipped about the items, and said that, their raids were yet to be completed. Sources informed that, the raids were conducted in the Lachitnagar residence of prominent surgeon Dr. Manoj Choudhury, in the residence of the proprietor Ranjit Kumar Malu, besides Dr. Atul Bora's office at the Housefed Complex and his residence at Srinagar. The IT officials also raided the residence and Panbazar clinic of prominent gastroenterologist Dr. Arvind Kelkar, informed the sources.

Bordoloi asserts improvement of State tourism

While briefing to news-persons, the Minister of State for Home and Tourism Pradyut Bordoloi, stated that, the prevailing insurgency was no longer a major hindrance for development of the tourism in the State. Pointing out the fact, that the insurgency situation in the State has improved a lot, he said that, more NGOs and enterprising people were showing interests in the tourism sector in the State and are raising hopes. The Minister later declared about his hopes on the Dehing-Patkai festival to be held from January 16, 2002, organised by the State Tourism Department, where people from both inside and outside of the country throng in the festival, which is basically a festival that aims at promoting eco-tourism. However, mentioning about the highlights of the festival, the Minister also informed that, wildlife and ornithological safaris would also be organised in the festival, to provide the tourists with different fascinating glimpses.

Sources informed that, the festival will be a four-day long extravaganza, apart from creating an awareness for protection and conservation of precious wildlife. The festival will conclude on January 19, with a Lekhapani Declaration where the State Government would pledge to do everything possible to protect the rich flora and fauna of the region.  

Assam Govt. to introduce VRS scheme for ASTC employees

The Assam Government is ready to introduce the Voluntary Retirement Scheme (VRS) to the Assam State Transport Corporation (ASTC) employees by March 31, 2002. Speaking to news-persons, Anjan Dutta, the State Transport Minister, disclosed that the Planning Commission had already released Rs. 25 crore to this effect as first installment. But he also said that, if the first installment could not be utilised within the present financial year, then the Planning Commission would not release the remaining amount of Rs. 30 crore. The proposal for the VRS which is taken only to provide relief to the overburdened ASTC, would be offered to a total 904 employees of the Corporation in the first phase, while the scheme would be offered to another 1,000 employees in the next financial year, informs Sri Dutta. 

News on 21st December '2001
Petition against poll deferment admitted by HC

The petition filed by one Abul Kasem and others, challenging the postponement of the panchayat elections in Bilasipara and Dhubri sub-divisions which fall under the BAC areas, has been admitted by the Gauhati High Court, on December 19. Justice A K Patnaik, however, after hearing the petitioners declined to pass any interim order as he issued a rule on it. The date of next hearing was not fixed. 

Power Sector stressed to become commercialized

A state-owned Power Finance Corporation in collaboration with the Administrative Staff College of India, has inaugurated a training programme on the subject Commercialization of Power Sector with reference to North Eastern States, on December 19. The programme was inaugurated by Mr. R. Hussain, Chairman of Assam State Electricity Board. He, in his inaugural address, has put much emphasize on the need to turn the State Power Sector into viable and healthy organisation. Later on, he had also applauded the efforts of PFC in organizing such a programme and bringing to focus live issues, which need to be addressed effectively. 

Transfer of 23 DSPs in State

Official sources informed the news-persons that, the Assam Government has, on December 19, transferred 23 DSPs and promoted 22 of them to the additional SP rank. This has been informed through a notification, by the Government. 

Positive response to Jorhat Book Fair

The 12-day 6th Jorhat Book Fair had a positive response from the people of the district, informed the sources. The Fair which was held in Jorhat District Sports Association (JDSA) ground, has become a hotbed of literary activities since December 15. Sources later informed that, people thronged in the host of functions participated by the bigwigs of Assam's literary field, organised on the sidelines of the fair. 

5 persons mauled by a Leopard

Five persons including a 10-year old girl were mauled by a Leopard, in the villages near the historical Athkhelia Namghar, on December 19. Sources revealed that, the leopard entered a paddy field at No. 2 Basagaon and attacked Bogitora, the small girl, who was sitting in the field while her parents were working in the field. Later when she raised hue and cry, all the farmers present in the field rushed for her rescue. The feline mauled four persons before the villagers killed the leopard. 

Police assaults AGP candidate sexually

The Nagaon District AGP Committee, alleged that police personnel of Samaguri PS, has sexually assaulted an AGP candidate, for the panchayat elections, at her Samaguri residence, on December 18. Sources informed that, the police has committed the act while conducting raids at the residence of Ajufa Khatun, wife of senior AGP leader Md Abdul Matin. Thus as a protest against the crime, more than 200 AGP members has assembled in front of the Deputy Commissioner's office and lodged a complaint demanding punishment to the guilty police personnel.  

IT raids on DME' house and residence
The office premises and residences of State's Director of Medical Education (DME), Dr. Atul Bora and one businessman, the proprietor of a nursing home and two physicians, has been raided by the Income Tax (IT) Department, on December 20. Sources informed that, a huge piles of files, documents relating to appointments, purchase of materials and other transactions were seized by the Income Tax sleuths from Dr. Bora's office as well as residence. Meanwhile, the Chief Minister's Special Vigilance Cell is conducting an inquiry against Dr. Bora on financial anomalies in his department. 

IOC criticized by Gogoi : Fails to clear tax liabilities of Rs. 499 cr.
Tarun Gogoi, the State Chief Minister expressed his serious concern over the failure of the India Oil Corporation (IOC) to clear its outstanding sales tax liabilities to the Assam Government amounting to Rs. 499.50 crore. Sri Gogoi, in a letter to the Union Petroleum Minister, Mr. Ram Naik, mentioned that the Assam General Sales tax Act, 1993, which made IOC as the exclusive marketer of BRPL, is liable to pay sales tax of Rs. 409.51 crore to the State Government for the period July 1, 1993 to September 21, 1998. Besides, the IOC is also liable to pay sales tax amounting to Rs. 90.07 crore, which it had collected unauthorizedly during the period from January 1, 1983 to June 30, 1993 under the repealed Assam Taxation Act, 1995, informed Sri Gogoi. The letter by the CM, however, criticized the IOC for not bothering to clear its sales tax dues, which is a matter of grave concern for the cash-trapped Assam Government.

3 ULFA cadres killed in encounter

In an encounter with the Army, three ULFA militants were shot dead, on December 20. Defence sources informed that, the incident took place near Suwagpur in Darrang district, where the Army confronted the hardcore militants and killed three of them, on the very spot. A large number of arms and ammunitions, including 9 mm Chinese revolver and a 7.62 mm pistol, were recovered from the slain militants. The identification of the slain militants remained uncertain till date.

AASU leader killed in road accident

In a road mishap at NH-52, an ex-AASU president of Khonamukh unit under Rangapara Anchalik Students Union, breathed his last breath, on December 20. Sources informed that, a Tezpur-Biswanath Charali bound 709 mini bus had collided with his scooter, near Khonamukh under Rangapara PS. He later, while being taken to the Kanaklata Civil Hospital, succumbed to his injuries. The deceased was identified as Md Nurul Islam.

Pak Army bunkers destroyed

In the wake of the escalating tension between India and Pakistan, heavy exchange of fire along the LoC has been reported by the Security Forces. Sources informed that, nine bunkers of the Pakistan Army were destroyed while exchanging fire along the LoC, on December 20. Mr. Abdul Sattar, the Foreign Minister, however, reacting to the reports of firing, warned India against any attempt to cross the LoC. Meanwhile, Indian Air Force has also been put on high alert in the Western sector and troops are also deployed along the international boundary in Samba and RS Pura sectors of Jammu and Kashmir to prevent the Line of Control. 

Senior ONGC official's houses raided

In connection with a Rs. 6 crore operation and a maintenance contract scam, the residences of four senior ONGC officials have been raided by the CBI, on December 20. Sources informed that, the raids were conducted in four cities, viz Mumbai, Ahmedabad, Guwahati and Sivasagar. Two ONGC general managers' residences were raided in Mumbai and that of a deputy general manager in Ahmedabad. The CBI sleuths also raided the offices of a private contract firm which handles ONGC operations and maintenance work in Guwahati and Sivasagar, informed the sources. 

News on 20th December '2001
KSU demands revival of its charter

The Khasi Students' Union (KSU) has, revived its long-pending charter of demands after the political crisis in Meghalaya was over. It had on December 18, submitted a memorandum to the Chief Minister Dr. F A Khonglam, demanding prompt attention to the issue raised by it which confronts the microscopic Khasi society and the State as a whole. The representation was handed over to the Chief Minister, in a meeting, by Deputy Chief Minister D D Lapang and acting Chief Secretary J Tayeng, informed the sources.

UNPO admonished for its help to NSCN-IM

The rival Naga outfit NSCN-K led by S S Khaplang, has warned the Unrepresentative Nations People's Organisation (UNPO) to stop supporting the NSCM-IM, for its second peace talks with the Government, without knowing the realities in the strife-torn Nagaland. Sources informed that, the NSCN-K alleged that the nagas has suffered more in the hands of NSCN-IM than in the hands of the forces of occupational countries. However, accusing the UNPO for its help in promoting organisations like NSCN-IM from faraway places, the outfit said that before doing this the UNPO should have proper knowledge about the organisation, they are about to help.

No textbooks available for Classes I, II, for the new academic session

Sources informed that, the school students in the new academic session would have to begin their classes without textbooks, due to the apathetic attitude of the State Government. Official sources said that, due to the paucity of funds, the corporation has failed to print all the required textbooks. However, textbooks of class I and class II has been totally out of stock as no books of those classes are realised in the old stocks in the market, so, in order to meet the requirements of the students, the corporation will have to print about 70 titles in this year, informed the sources. Distribution of free books scheme started in the year 1985, is the main reason behind the present crisis, informs the corporation sources. However, failure of the State Government to release the dues is also the reason for the present state of affairs, informed the sources.

Vigilance along Indo-Bhutan border tightened

In the aftermath of the five ULFA killings, security forces, engaged in counter-insurgency operation, have stepped up vigilance along the Indo-Bhutan border. Sources revealed that, the ULFA leaders had during the past several months collected funds from the district of lower Assam in order to tone up the Bangladesh links. It is to be mentioned that, the slain ULFA members who were killed along the Indo-Bhutan border, on December 18, wanted to sneak into Assam to raise funds for the organisation. However, inspite of the repeated demands of the Royal Government to vacate their camps in Bhutan, the militant groups ULFA and NDFB, paid no heed to it and had only shifted three camps, and the NDFB, had altogether refused to abide by the instructions of the Government. However, sources revealed that, after the new government assumed charge in Bangladesh, several militant groups of the North East have started consolidating their base in bordering areas of Bangladesh.

Assam Oil Company resorts a 3-day strike

The Assam Oil Company (AOC) labour Union has resorted to a 72-hour total strike from December 18 to December 21, to press for their 45-point charter of demands, against the un-conciliatory attitude of AOD management. The strike has been successful till date, informed the sources.

Along with many other things, the charter of demands include reinstatement of four dismissed employees, implementation of promotion policy withdrawal of contractors' labour from permanent jobs, continuation of the past service under Assam Oil Company, regularisation of temporary workers, apprentice training to be continued, full fledged welfare section to be established, pucca roads and drains in the suburb areas of Digboi town, to provide water storage tank and restriction to refer the cases for better medical treatment outside to be withdrawn. 

2001 an eventful year - ULFA desirous to hold peace talks

A ray of hope is seen for an end to decades of insurgency, with the banned ULFA offering to come to the negotiating table, that had made the year 2001, an eventful year for Assam. The State which has been plagued by insurgency for the last two decades is now looking forward to the join peace talks to be held between ULFA and the Centre. The ULFA sources revealed that, talks should be held in a third country under UN supervision and the issue of Assam's sovereignty should be discussed in the meeting. The Centre however, welcoming the offer of peace talks, made a cautious response to it, though the State Government is urging that a peace deal with the outfit have to be finalised.

Stage set for Panchayat polls

The much awaited panchayat polls are on brisk preparations. It is informed that printing of ballot papers for the first phase to be on December 27 is complete and ballots for second phase to be held on December 31 had been sent to the press. More than a lakh of officials would be engaged in the polls and training and training of the poll personnel is on all over the State. A move is also on to appoint one election observer for each district. The Government has released Rs 17 crore from the estimate of Rs 30,25,50,000 and assured that the remaining would be released in a phased manner.

Commission sources asserted that the confusions that were created regarding the holding of polls in BAC area, have been sorted out. Elections have been deferred in 5 Zila Parishad Constituencies (ZPC) and 19 gaon panchayats (GPs) in Kamrup district, 11 ZPCs and 48 GPs in Nalbari district, 8 ZPCs and 28 GPs in Barpeta dstrict, 10 ZPCs and 38 GPs in Bongaigaon district, 16 ZPCs and 85 GPs in Kokrajhar district and 9 ZPCs and 22 GPs in Dhubri district. 

Handmade paper unit in Jorhat

Jorhat DC Mr. Ravi S. Prasad, disclosed that, a handmade paper unit will start functioning from January, 2002 from the Industrial area at Cinnamora, in Jorhat. The 20-lakh pilot project, will be implemented under the supervision of district administration and the District Industrial Centre. Two local entrepreneurs who underwent training at Kumarappa National Institute of Handmade Paper at Jaipur, have been permitted to run the project, included Sri Prasad. 

Launching of Naga Reconciliation Process steps into a peace world

With the launch of the Naga Reconciliation Process, on December 20, a new era of peace in Naga history is set to begin. The Naga Reconciliation Process is an initiative, by all front-line Naga NGOs and the Church to bring the different tribal groups together in a spirit of forgive and forget any past misunderstanding. Sources informed that, the process was being launched under the banner of the apex tribal council of Nagas, i.e. Naga Hoho. Different Naga underground factions, including the NSCN-IM and the NSCN-K has also been invited in the function. The main function will be held at Kohima local ground, informed the sources. 

Assam jails facing severe problems

The condition of the jails in Assam are not conducive, with lack of space, and un-imaginable lack of food and medicines in the jail complex. There is an acute shortage of space for the convicted prisoners who are in common parlance, due to uninvited guests. Poor allocation of funds have prevented the jail authorities from initiating development works at the prisons, informed the sources. The non-availability of adequate medical facilities inside the jails, however, force the authorities to take the prisoners to the outside hospitals for proper treatment. Lack of funds have also hampered the repair of the jail barracks and staff quarters, informed the jail officials, asserting that there is an immediate need to increase the annual allocation to the jails. 

News on 19th December '2001
Women ultra arrested

Sources informed that a women ULFA militant Sunu Gogoi alias Mitali of Jaipur village in Dibrugarh district was arrested by Nalbari police. Along with her, one of her associates Manabendra Goswamy, was also held, while they were on their way to ULFA's Bhutan camp.

REC discrepancy

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has found evidence of discrepancy of Rs. 2 crore by at least 8 officials of the Silchar Regional Engineering College, already bogged by an indefinite strike by faculty and students against its principal. It is informed that Union Human Resource Development Ministry vigilance cell had been instructed to initiate departmental proceedings against the identified officials.

5 ULFA men killed

Five ULFA militants were killed in separate encounters with Army in different places of the State. Three ULFA militants were killed in an encounter with ambush party of Rajput Regiment in Nalbari under Tamulpur PS. The Army later recovered an AK-56 rifle, two pistols, one Chinese grenade, one magazine, 9 AK-56 ammunitions, 6 ammunitions of pistol and some incriminating documents.

In another incident, two suspected ULFA activists were killed in an encounter with the Army in Sadiya subdivision of Tinsukia district.

Meanwhile, unidentified miscreants shot dead one Lohit alias Habru Basumatary near Karigaon under Kokrajhar PS. 

News on 18th December '2001
Main accused in Purnam murder case chargesheeted

Police has filed chargesheets against the main accused in the Purnam murder case in city, on December 16. The accused Angrush Baruah and Randeep Hazarika who were suspected to be the mastermind behind the murder, had hatched the conspiracy against their friend Purnam of abducting him before killing, informed the intelligence sources. However, the names of one Rohan Sarma and Banajit Bezboruah were also mentioned in the charge sheets as they were also part of the conspiracy to kill Purnam Hazarika, said the police sources.

AHRC demands amendment of Assam jail manual

Considering the rapid changes in the society, the change of Assam jail manual has become inevitable, said the Assam Human Rights Commission (AHRC). However, in a significant judgment, the AHRC has asked the Inspector General (IG) of Prisons, Assam to review the Assam jail manual immediately.

CCTA moves for Autonomous scheme

After the study of the Autonomous Scheme and visiting various autonomous existing colleges, the Cotton College Teachers' Association (CCTA) has become fully convinced of the utility of the scheme, but, has also clarified that there is no dissension among the teachers regarding granting of autonomy to the Cotton College. It is to be mentioned that, the main aim behind the scheme is to give freedom to reputed institutes to device their own courses of study, prepare their own syllabi and introduce new methods of instruction and evaluation, so that they become capable of taking leadership in academic innovation and modernisation. The CCTA later, opined that, autonomous system is a means to achieve higher opportunities in life but not the end of it, so, those who are opposing the issue are actually doing a disservice to an otherwise cause. 

City Police held 6 for immoral trafficking

Acting on a search information about running of immoral trafficking, the Paltanbazar police has arrested six miscreants, including a woman from Chilarai hotel, on December 15, informed the Additional SP of City Police. Sources informed that, the police laid a trap in the hotel with a cop acting as a decoy customer, and arrested the accused in the hotel itself. The accused involved in the racket were identified as Ranjit Sharma, a PCO owner, Kalicharan Ray, employee of Prince Hotel, Gautam Barua, a broker, the prime accused, Anima Devi, Raju Pandey, an employee of Chilarai Hotel and Nurul Islam, an autorickshaw driver. 

Memorandum to CM on Patacharkuchi constituency problems

Sri Pabindra Deka, the local MLA, on behalf of the Patacharkuchi constituency committee, submitted a 6-point memorandum to the Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, during his recent visit to Tihu. Sri Deka, in his memoranda urged the CM to set up the proposed subdivision (civil) in Nalbari district with its headquarters at Tihu, along with starting the Dakshin Bajali development block, setting up of all connected offices to the already functioning Bajali subdivision, then reviving the Assam Syntex Ltd., providing doctors and required medicines in all hospitals and to provincialised all LP, ME, Madrassa and high schools under Patacharkuchi constituency. 

Meghalaya Police tighten up security in the State

With the seizure of posters and calendars depicting the most wanted man in the world, Osama Bin Laden, from the Garo Hills, the Meghalaya Police has beefed up security in the entire State. Sources of the Intelligence Bureau informed that, they believed that a Muslim fundamentalist organisation in Bangladesh, Islamic Okya 'Jut (IOJ), was involved in the entry of the calendars to Meghalaya, and also said that, the IOJ has links with the Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) and the Harkat-ul-Mujahideen, who are masterminding campaigns to glorify Laden in the North-Eastern States. Sources later informed that, Mohammed Hafizur Rehman, the owner of the shop, from which the calendars were confiscated, was arrested later. The words in the calendars were written in Bengali, that called upon the Muslims of the world to take up arms and fight for Laden, said the sources. 

Manuscripts in Assam are on the verge of damage

Rare manuscripts of Assam are seen to be on the verge of damage at the Department of Historical and Antiquarian Studies (DHAS), informed the sources. Micro-filming of these seven hundred years old scripts, would only be the ultimate way of keeping them properly, said the sources. However, after repeated memorandums and reminders by the DHAS authorities for the micro-filming of the long preserved manuscripts, the State Government is not taking any steps to execute the project, said the DHAS sources. The DHAS has decided to launch a massive drive to collect old and rare manuscripts from various parts of the State, informed the authorities sources. 

News on 17th December '2001
Idd-Ul-Fitre greetings to the people of Assam

Along with the rest of the State, Id-ul-Fitre would be celebrated in the city, on December 17. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, in a press release, greeted the Muslim people of Assam on the occasion, and said the celebrations would bring about peace and fraternity among the people of all faiths and thereby improve the State's turmoil situation. Hafiz Rashid Ahmed Choudhury, the Assam United Minority Front (UMF) president and Dr. Bhumidhar Barman, also greeted the people on the occasion of Idd-Ul-Fitre.

Books released in Jorhat Book Fair

In the second day of the sixth Jorhat Book Fair, over 20 books were released on December 16, said the sources. A literary discussion was held on the day, which was attended by about 6,000 people along with some prominent personalities including Chandra Prasad Saikia and Jatindra Nath Goswami, informed the sources. 

National awareness programme of AXX

The national awareness programme of the Axom Xahitya Xabha (AXX) began at Dekhal, on December 16. The occasion is celebrated with a four-day-long programme and a book fair by DC JB Ekka was also inaugurated on the occasion, informed the sources.

ULFA harbourers arrested

Two ULFA harbourers were arrested by the Sarupathar police on the charge of giving shelter to a team of ULFA cadres at their house, on December 15. Several documents were recovered from the accused, informed the sources. The accused duo were identified as Jiban Bora alias Bikash Bora, who was himself a surrendered ULFA member and his brother Tarun Bora, both belonging to Silonijan Santipur under Dhansiri subdivision. 

20 nominees stand uncontested in Nazira

Twenty nomination papers have won uncontested in Nazira, informed the sources, in the first phase of Panchayat elections, scheduled to be held in December 29. Sources informed that, among 753 nomination papers filed for the Panchayat elections in Nazira subdivision one has been rejected and three has been cancelled.

POWERGRID Executive Director appointed newly

New appointment to Executive Director (Corporate Communications) of Power Grid Corporation of India Limited (POWERGRID) has been made, on December 16. SK Chaturvedi, has been appointed as the Executive Director. Sources informed that, prior to his new appointment, Sri Chaturvedi was the General Manager of Human Resources Department in POWERGRID.

Kumud Nath Sharma passes away

Kumud Nath Sharma, the former guide of the All Assam Students' Union and an adviser during the Assam Agitation period and noted educationist has breathed his last breath, on December 15. Sources informed that, Sharma was undergoing treatment at New Delhi for a protracted illness, since December first week. During the time of his death he was 57 years, informed the sources. Sharma had also acted as a mediator between the students' body and the Government, during the signing of the Assam Accord. 

GPC to celebrate its Silver Jubilee in 2002

The Guwahati Press Club (GPC) will celebrate its Silver Jubilee Celebration in the year 2002. The celebration will be held with a year-long programme, on the very first executive meet of the GPC, said the sources. A national level seminar and workshop on journalism will also be held during the culmination of the programme in the later part of the year. Nava Thakuria, the Secretary of GPC informed that, an eight-member organizing committee for the celebrations would be set up for the meeting.

AASU convince non-Bodos not to fear

Fears and misgivings of non-Bodo people living in the proposed Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) would be removed by the All Assam Students' Union, informs the sources. Briefing to news-persons, the AASU president, Prabin Boro urged the Central government to convince the non-Bodos that the BTC would not go against their rights and interests. He also said that, there should be legal provisions to protect the rights of non-Bodos at the proposed BTC. Instead the front-line Bodo organisations should come forward to favour the hopes and aspirations of the non-Bodos, said Sri Boro.

15 bandhs in Manipur, in 2001

The Joint Action Committee (JAC) has called for a 24-hour Manipur bandh, on December 17, as a protest against the shifting of Special Service Bureau (SSB) from Imphal. Sources informed that, this will be the sixteenth number bandh call given in the State. So far various organisations had called 15 bandhs and blockades in the statewide, reports the sources. The bandh which is scheduled to begin from 6 pm of December 17, will conclude at 6 pm of December 18, said the sources. 

State BJP criticized CPI (M)

The State BJP secretary, Sanjib Goswami, accused the CPI (M) for being silent in the issue of terrorist attack in Parliament complex, while the entire nation was condemning the attack. The entire Assam unit of BJP, however, criticised the CPI(M) for blaming the Union government for the recent attack and the handling of it.

CBN tightens vigilance in State for the rise in opium smuggling

In the wake of the growing incidents of opium smuggling cases in the State, the Central Bureau of Narcotics (CBN) and the customs department have stepped up vigilance in the entire State. The increasing of opium smuggling cases both inside and outside of Assam has become a great matter of concern. Sources informed that, the opium is brought from the eastern India across the Indo-Bangla and the Indo-Pak border and then sent to various states of the north Eastern region. CBN sources alleged that, a section of youths is involved in the trafficking, as opium has a good demand particularly in Arunachal Pradesh and Manipur. The CBN in association with the customs department had seized 900 gm of opium from Rangiya and has also arrested one person in this connection. Besides, the CBN have been carrying out operations in the districts of Tirap and Changlang, where opium is cultivated in large-scale, informed the CBN sources. 

News on 16th December '2001
Tributes to be paid to freedom fighters, martyrs in a novel way

A national-level painting exhibition would be held at Srimanta Sankardeva Kalakshetra, from January 1st, 2002, in order to pay tributes to our freedom fighters and martyrs in a novel way. It will be a five-day programme, informed the sources. Briefing to news-persons, the working president of the celebration committee of the exhibition, Kirip Chaliha, said that, the programme would not only exhibit events of the freedom struggle on a day-to-day basis, but also the portraits, murals of martyrs and others who have devoted their lives for the cause would be highlighted. Sri Chaliha, later informed that, a panel of artists has already been constituted for identifying such personalities and preparing paintings depicting specific events of the freedom struggle of that era. 

Lower literacy rate recorded in Assam, Meghalaya

Comparing with the all India average rate, Assam and Meghalaya have recorded a lower literacy rate, while Arunachal Pradesh has got the dubious distinction of maximum number of illiterate persons in the entire North Eastern region as per Provisional Census Report for the year 2001. Mizoram has topped the literacy rate in the North East by registering 88.49 per cent followed by Tripura 73.66%, Sikkim 69.68%, Manipur 68.87% and Nagaland 67.11% . 

News on 15th December '2001
Undertrials flee from jail

Due to the lapse of security, three more undertrials succeeded in escaping from the Jorhat observatory, a jail for the youth criminals. D Pegu, the observation home principal, informed that, the three undertrials escaped when they had gone to fetch some articles from a nearby village. The three were lodged in jail for the last two years, he said. 

Shops gutted in Dibrugarh

In an evening disaster, a large number of shops were gutted, in Dibrugarh district, on December 14. Sources informed that, the fire broke out at about 4.45 pm, in the city's busy commercial nerve centre of HS Road, and damaged property worth several crores of rupees. A school, several road transport office-cum-godowns, business and commercial establishments and a few residents were also affected by the fire, informed the sources.

Dacoity in city in daytime

A gang of highway dacoits dared to waylaid 12 buses on way to and from Diphu to Guwahati near Silvetta, on December 14. Sources informed that, the dacoits robbed all the belongings of all the passengers, including their warm clothes. The dacoits also snatched away the carbine from the PSO of the newly-elected Member of District Council, Ravi Kumar Phanso, who arrived at the spot while the dacoity was on, informed the sources.

SJSS meet CM for solution of Bodo problem

The State Chief Minister, Tarun Gogoi, has, on December 14, been met by a ten-member delegation of Sanmilata Janagosthiya Sangram Samiti (SJSS), informed the sources. The ten-member delegation of the SJSS has met the chief minister to discuss the matter regarding the solution of the Bodo problem. They, in their meet had requested the CM to solve the Bodo problems through negotiations with all the Bodo and Non-Bodo ethnic groups.

Gohain demands freezing of electoral rolls revision

Accusing the State Congress Government for failing to address to the problem of illegal migration to the State from Bangladesh, the State BJP president, Rajen Gohain, demanded immediate freezing of the practice of electoral rolls revision in the State, until a mechanism was worked out, to plug infiltration to the State from across the border. The BJP president also voiced for setting up of citizen's registration units at Panchayat level in the State in order to prevent illegal migrants from Bangladesh getting registers as voters in the State. However, in the wake of continuous infiltration to the State, Sri Gohain, stated that, it would be prudent to stop the process of rolls revision in the State to prevent illegal migrants from acquiring the right to vote in the State. 

Stir in ASTC head office

The Assam State Transport Workers' Association (STWA) workers had resorted to launch a protest stir at the Assam State Transport Corporation (ASTC) head office at Paltanbazar, on December 15. Sources informed that, the stir was resorted to press for immediate release of their long pending dues. Apart from their demands for regularisation of salaries, the employees also demanded immediate corrective steps for putting things back on rails of ASTC, cancellation of the contract awarded to a private business concern for running an air-conditioned restaurant at the head office building and clarification of doubtful activities in regard to the VRS scheme and running of private buses under ASTC banner. However, accusing the ASTC management for violating several of their earlier assurances and misleading the Gauhati High Court, Jogin Goswami, the senior office-bearer of the STWA, asked the government for implementation of its election manifesto point of reviving ASTC soon. 

News on 14th December '2001
Parliament attacked, 12 killed

Terrorists, on December 13, in their most audacious strike in India, went to the heights of attacking the Parliament House Complex where all the country's top leadership were present. Twelve persons were killed in the attack, including six security personnel, five terrorists, one of whom strapped with explosives blew up and the gardener. However, the identities of the five terrorists remained ascertained. Sources said that, the entire Parliament House was being searched by the militants, as some eyewitnesses claimed that six militants were present in the car. Over 20 people including a TV cameraman were injured in the attack, informed the sources.

However, a wave of anger has swept the entire nation, and, the Prime Minister while addressing the nation on television, declared that, the battle against terrorism has entered its last phase and would be fought in a decisive manner. Though no militant organisation claimed responsibility for the attack yet, intelligence sources suspected the hand of Pakistan based Lashkar-e-Toiba and Jaish-e-Mohammed.

Security to be beefed up in Sessions Court

Besides repeated escape of the undertrials from the Court of District and Sessions Judge, no measures have been taken to tighten up the security in the court premises. The security arrangement in the court building is not up to the mark it should have been, informed the sources. The security personnel who are posted in the Court, informed that, the undertrials are kept in a cell where there is no proper lock and key system, and the ventilation system of the court is also yet to be repaired, even after the escape of an undertrial prisoner by breaking the ventilation in the toilet of the prisoner cell, two years ago.

ULFA man shot dead

Security forces killed a suspected ULFA militant, near Naharkatiya under Dibrugarh district, on December 13. Sources informed that, the militant outfit, while trying to evade the security check after being asked to stop, was gunned down by the joint Patrol team of Army and Assam Police. However, the militant took the initiative of firing on a joint police and Army patrol, when he was asked to stop for a frisking by the patrol party. 

Kidnapper in Dibrugarh sentenced

Karabi Hazarika, an accused on the charge of kidnapping a 14-year-old girl, Geeta Devi, has been sentenced imprisonment by the Additional Sessions Judge, Dibrugarh, on December 13. Sources informed that, the accused has been sentenced to four years rigorous imprisonment and a fine of Rs. 500 was imposed on her.

NDFB shot dead

In an encounter with the jawans of Red Horns Division of Army, a suspected NDFB militant was killed, on December 12. Sources informed that, the militant outfit was shot dead near Ramghat village in Sonitpur district, while coming face to face with the Army.

Adivasi ultras surrender

In Sonitpur district, three hardcore Adivasi Security Force militants surrendered, on December 13. Sources informed that, the hardcore ultras surrendered themselves with a large number of arms and ammunitions, before officers of the Army's Red Horns division, at Biswanath Chariali. 

NDFB kills 2

In a tragic incident, two Adivasi woodcutters were shot dead by suspected NDFB militants, on December 13. Sources informed that, the wood cutters were killed on their way to cut woods in the Ripur Forest Line No 2, under Kachugaon Police Station in Kokrajhar district. One of the slain woodcutters has been identified as Shimon Hembrom, while the other remained unidentified. However, in a bid to have a stock of the situation, senior police officials have rushed to the spot and operations are on to nab the culprits, said the police sources. 

Human Rights Act to be amended, says Justice R K M Singh

Justice RK Manisena Singh, the chairman of the Assam Human Rights Commission (AHRC) has stressed the need for amending the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993 to give more teeth to the Commission. While briefing to the news-persons, he expressed concern that the State Human Rights Commission has no jurisdiction over complaints of human rights violation by the Armed forces like the Army, Border Security Force (BSF), and the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF). So he expressed the view that, this provision of the Act should be amended to allow the AHRC to deal with complaints to human rights violation by the Armed Forces. He later pointed out that, as per law, the AHRC can take up suo-moto cases, but when it involves the Central forces, the Commission has virtually no role to play to give justice to the affected people, but, only to generally refer it to the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC).  

Security beefed up in State after Parliament attack

In the wake of the terrorist attack in Parliament, on December 13, security forces has been put on red alert, in the entire nation. The State Chief Minister, Sri Tarun Gogoi, said that his government is very much alert and is not taking any chances in so far as maintaining law and order in the State is concerned. Strict vigil has been maintained around vital government installations in the State capital, says Sri Gogoi. However, ensuring to chalk out a more comprehensive strategy of security, he said that, the Assam Police is monitoring the movements of MLAs and other VIPs to provide absolute security. Meanwhile, all the security agencies deployed in Tripura - CRPF, BSF, Assam rifles, Tripura State Rifles - have been put on alert and security measures strengthened at the Assembly building, Governor's House and other installations, said Shri Anurag Dhyankar, Agartala Superintendent of Police.

News on 13th December '2001
Probe into Vitamin-A deaths report submitted to AHRC

The State Government has submitted a detailed report to the Assam Human Rights Commission (AHRC) regarding the Vitamin-A deaths of November 11. The AHRC which had slapped a notice on the State Government's face to probe into the matter and submit its reports within a limited, has, on December 11, received the report from the State Government. Justice R K Manisena Singh, have after receiving the reports, decided to have a full-bench hearing of the Commission in the last week of December, to discuss the content of the report. Official sources however, informed that, the State Government has mentioned the cause of death against the name of every children listed in the report. 

Gateman's prompt action saves thousands of lives

Railway sources revealed that, an alert Gateman of the Railway level crossing gate had promptly acted to avert a train disaster. Official sources informed that, the Sialdah-Guwahati 5657 UP Kanchanjhunga Express reached the Kamakhya Railway Station at 6 a m, on December 12, and left towards Guwahati at 6.05 a m, proceeding by the Southern line though it was about to come to the city by the northern line. While at the same time the Delhi-bound 2435 Rajdhani Express left the Guwahati Railway Station proceeding through the southern line towards a collision course with the Kanchanjhunga Express. But B K Parida, the gateman, went into immediate action and bursted detonators on the track and switched on the red signal lights and the trains were stopped within 400 metres from each other at 6.18 a m near the Bharalumukh area of the city.

However, the assistant station master of Kamakhya Railway Station, Sri JC Nath, crew of the Kanchanjhunga Express including driver, SN Prasad, diesel assistant, P Gohain, and guard, P Kalita, have been placed under suspension. The gateman, PK Parida would be awarded for his prompt action.

5 under trials escaped from Court lock-up

Anupam Das, who was the prime accused in the sensational murder case of the school-going kid Varun Shandilya, has succeeded in escaping from the Court of the District and Sessions Judge, on December 12, for the lapse of security. Sources informed that, along with Anupam, four others also escaped from the Court. It is to be mentioned that, the undertrials were brought to the Court for attending their trials and were kept in the Court lock up temporarily. But they, somehow managed to escape from the Court lock up as the Court was over-crowded at that time, revealed the sources. The other four who were accused in cases of dacoity and murder under Boko police station of Kamrup district, were identified as Lalbhoy Kipjan, Thandu Sangma, Arimoth Sangma and Konitson Sangma. 

Exclusion of NE Governors from NEC 

In order to amend the North Eastern Council (NEC) Act, a parliamentary committee has recommended exclusion of governors and inclusion of at least one MP from each north-eastern state in the NEC. The committee is of the view that only chief ministers of the states should continue to be the members of the NEC and the governors should not be retained primarily in the NEC, as that would mean duality of representation of the constituent states without any plausible rationale. However, in its report tabled in Parliament, on December 12, the committee opined that the government should be given the responsibility to devise a mechanism to elect or nominate at least one MP each from the constituent states in consultation with the presiding officers of both Houses of Parliament. 

Shops put ablaze

A devastating fire in Tinsukia district gutted down 15 shops and hundreds of thatched houses, on December 12. Sources informed that, though there were no report of any loss of life, yet property worth more than Rupees one crore were destroyed in the fire. The fire engulfed the entire Chirwapatty Road area in the heart of the town, said the sources. 

320 safe polling stations in Nagaon
In a bid to hold on a smooth and secure election, a number of safe polling stations has been set up in the entire district of Nagaon. The SP Nagaon, while briefing to the news-persons, said that, three hundred and twenty polling stations in the district have been identified as sensitive, and, proper security would be maintained in those stations to thwart any possible untoward incident. 

BTC demands opposed by AASAA
In the fourth meeting held at Majbat, from December 9 to 11, the All Assam Adivasi Students' Association (AASAA) has opposed the Bodo Territorial Council (BTC) demand not to hold the panchayat polls in the BTC areas. However, the AASAA said that, they may support the BTC only on two conditions that, ST status must be given to the Adivasis and also that, the Adivasi refugees staying in camps should be resettled. The AASAA meet was presided over by Ruffel Kugur, vice-president, and, Tarun Gogoi attended as the chief guest. 

News on 12th December '2001 
Unidentified miscreants killed CPI-M leader in North Tripura

In two separate incidents, one CPI-M member was killed, while four NLFT ultras were arrested during raids, on December 10. Sources informed that, some armed unidentified miscreants shot at Nikhil Debbarma, a CPI-M member, at Saidacherra village of North Tripura, and killed him at the very spot. Police sources informed that, a search operation has been launched to nab the culprits involved in the killing.

Meanwhile, police officials held three NLFT ultras at Killa and Sabroom areas of South Tripura, during raids. Another insurgent of the banned outfit was arrested from Jirania village of West Tripura district, on the same day. However, police had confiscated several documents from his possession. 

Judge to be removed if failed to complete probe within 2 months

The newly elected Meghalaya Chief Minister, Dr. F A Khonglam, has warned the retired Judge of the Gauhati High Court appointed by his predecessor E K Mawlong to probe the Meghalaya House deal, to complete his work within two months or else another judge would be appointed for the job. Dr. Khonglam, presiding over the first Cabinet meeting, said that, Justice (retd.) A Haque was previously asked to conduct an inquiry and complete it within six month's time, but, now he had been directed to complete it in two, or else a sitting judge would be appointed for the probe's completion.

Apang accuses Mithi's failure on all fronts

Mukut Mithi's failures on all fronts of the State, has been accused by the leader of the Opposition and former Chief Minister of Arunachal Pradesh, Gegong Apang. Addressing a largely attended public meeting at Sagalee in Arunachal Pradesh, Apang alleged that, the present government has failed to convince the Central Government and has succumbed to the pressure of the Centre by introducing the sales tax on 82 items, which includes even on the life-saving drugs and oxygen. Apang as a responsible opposition party, later, declaring the ten-hour State bandh, on 14th December, called upon the people to support and come openly to oppose the imposition of sales tax in the State.

News on 11th December '2001
Postponement of polls in BTC areas welcomed by BLT

The State Cabinet's decision for not holding the Panchayat election in the proposed BTC areas, has been welcomed by the Bodo Liberation Tiger (BLT). This has been informed in a release issued by the BLT secretary general, Derhasat Basumatary. It is to be mentioned that, a number of Bodo and non-Bodo organisations has strongly opposed the holding of panchayat polls in the BTC areas, for which the government had to take its decision, which is in accordance to the will and sentiment of the people irrespective of caste, creed and religion.

Ras festival - Celebrated in Nalbari

Ras, which is a festival of cultural unity was celebrated in a befitting manner in Nalbari, this year. Started on November 30, this festival continued upto December 10, with all the colourful cultural programmes that made a great impact on the viewers and the participants. Earlier, Ras was celebrated only with a three day programme, but recently this festival is celebrated with a 11-day programme.

Ras festival celebrated this year in Nalbari, started with the hoisting of festival flag at Hari Mandir in the morning and colourful cultural procession participated by thousands of people irrespective of caste or creed. This festival, which is basically a Hindu festival has, with the passage of time, become a festival of humanity, and the Ras festival of Nalbari has become a festival of communal harmony and national integration in our country.

News on 10th December '2001 
Arrangements made for ensuing Panchayat polls in Karimganj

In the ensuing Panchayat elections of Karimganj, to be hold-on in two phases on December 27 and December 31, altogether 5,48,169 rural voters will cast their votes, stated the official sources. Sri Anjit Chaudhury, DIPRO, while talking to news-persons, informed that, necessary arrangements have been taken to conduct the Panchayat elections smoothly and fairly. He informed that, 513 polling centres have been set up for the first phase, while, 451 centres for the second phase, and a total of 6655 government employees including reserved staff will be engaged for the purpose. It is to be mentioned that, altogether 1115 nos. of candidates filed their nomination paper for contesting in coming first phase of Panchayat election in Karimganj district.

News on 9th December '2001 
Portfolios allocated by new Meghalaya CM Dr. F A Khonglam

After the downfall of E K Mawlong, his successor, the newly elected Meghalaya Chief Minister, Dr. Flinder Anderson Khonglam has allocated the portfolios to the ministers of his Government. Cabinet Affairs has been retained by himself, Planning, Revenue and Administrative Reforms has been allocated to the Deputy Chief Minister and leader of the Congress Legislature Party, the Home portfolio and the charge of the Programme Implementation and Evaluation portfolios was given to Lotsing A Sangma (NCP), who was the Cabinet Minister and later elevated as Deputy Chief Minister in the Mawlong government. A H Scott Lyngdoh, the Finance Minister in the erstwhile Mawlong Cabinet, has retained the same portfolio, besides having the charge of Law and Re-organisation Departments. Food and Civil Supplies and Consumer Affairs and the Power portfolios has been alloted to Martle Mukhim (MUDP), who was the first one to resign from the Mawlong ministry. General Administration, Science and Technology has been alloted to CB Marak (Congress), informed the official sources.

It is to be mentioned that, the Congress with 16 legislators has been given 10 Cabinet berths and will have two Ministers of State. The MUDP with eight MLAs will have seven Cabinet Ministers, and the NCP, which has 15 legislators, has nine Cabinet Ministers and four Ministers of the State.

News on 8th December '2001
Partial response of Lower Assam bandh

The 12-hour Lower Assam bandh call given by the Sanmilita Janagosthiya Sangram Samiti (SJSS), on December 6, as a protest against the deferment of Panchayat polls in the BTC areas, has evoked a partial response with life functioning normally in most parts of the bandh areas. Sources informed that, the bandh failed to have any impact in Dhubri and Bongaigaon, though normal life was hit in Dudhnoi and Rongjuli areas of Goalpara, with the closure of Government offices, educational institutions commercial banks etc. Partial response was witnessed in Gossaigaon, informed the sources. 

CM seeks feeler for talks from ULFA

Denying any feeler of peace talks offered by the ULFA militants, Chief Minister, Tarun Gogoi, asserted that the State Government is willing to hold discussion with the militant groups. Sri Gogoi, revealed that, the State Government is making enough effort to solve the insurgency problem in the greater interest of the people and it is a good indication that the militant group has of late expressed willingness for peace talks. It is to mentioned that, Arabinda Rajkhowa's announcement about the willingness of the outfit for discussion with the Government has been welcomed by several organisations and political parties of the State, as a decent move of the outfit to solve the vexed militancy problem of the State.

Congress clinched nine out of 16 constituencies
In the Panchayat elections held on December 4, in 23 district council constituencies, Congress has clinched power in North Cachar Hills Autonomous Council (NCHAC). Sources informed that, the Congress party has won nine out of 16 district council constituencies where the election results have come out, on December 7. The Autonomous State Demand Committee (ASDC) has managed to win only three seats so far, while, Independent candidates won in four constituencies. However, in the rest of the seven constituencies counting was still on, with the Congress candidates going ahead of their rivals. 

5 shot dead by ultras in Dhubri

In three separate incidents five people were killed by the ultras, on December 6. Sources informed that, two Adivasis who had gone to the forest of Bogoribari under Golakganj police station of Dhubri district to collect firewood, were shot dead by NDFB militants. The slain people were identified as Ganesh Munda and Rabilal Hemram. In another similar incident, two innocent people were gunned down in Raibari jungle under Bogibari police station, by the NDFB militants, while they were on their way to collect firewood from the jungle. The deceased were identified as Sasikanta Das and Bimal Chandra Roy. A surrendered ULFA militant was also shot dead by some un-identified gunmen, on December 7, informed the sources. The slain SULFA militant was known as Sonaram Sonowal of Ningong village of Namrup in Tinsukia district.

AHRC demands Govt. report on Pulse Vitamin A drive

Assam Government has been asked by the Assam Human Rights Commission (AHRC) to file a detailed report by December 12, on the UNICEF-sponsored Pulse Vitamin A campaign, that has claimed several lives of children, said the official sources. Justice (retd) Rajkumar Manisena Singh, the AHRC chairman, informed that notices has been sent to the State Chief Secretary, Commissioner-cum-Secretary Health and Family Welfare and the Director of Health Services to serve the report prior to the deadline, and also said that appropriate steps would be taken if the reports were not received in time. He also said that summons would be issued if he was not satisfied with the reports. 

Fiscal reforms report submitted to State Govt.

The report on fiscal reforms has been submitted to the State Government, by the committee on fiscal reforms, headed by Sri HN Das, informed the officials sources. In a bid to improve the financial position of the State, 208 recommendations has been made in the 193-pages report. Chief Minister, Tarun Gogoi, however, refusing to divulge more information about the report, assured that, the recommendations of the report would be implemented within three months of time. The report which was prepared within a short span of time, emphasized more on curtailment of extra expenditure, increasing productivity and resource mobilisation, informed Sri Gogoi. 

State deprived of Central fund : About to lose crores of rupees

The grim financial position of the State would take a horrendous shape with the loss of crores of rupees per year in the form of rural development assistance from the Centre as it would not be able to hold panchayat polls in the Bodoland areas spread over eight districts of the State. Official sources informed that, every block governed through elected panchayat bodies receives Rs. 1 crore yearly as Central assistance for development work, so, in view of stern stand taken by the present Central Government not to provide assistance for those areas which are not governed by elected panchayat bodies, the State stands to lose huge development funds. Thus, as the State Government deferred to hold elections in all the tribal Autonomous councils in the plain districts of the State, in addition, to the Bodoland Autonomous Council (BAC) areas, the State would be deprived of fund for its development, said the sources.  

Chief Minister EK Mawlong defeated

EK Mawlong was voted out of power on the very first day of the Winter Session State Assembly, informed the official sources. It is to be mentioned that, the Mawlong Ministry which was reduced to a minority following withdrawal of support by several key coalition partners including the NCP, BJP, PDM, a faction of the United Democratic Party (UDP), has been totally defeated in the State Assembly, lifting the long-drawn political drama in Meghalaya to its climax. Meanwhile, Dr. FA Khonglam, leader of the newly formed People's Forum of Meghalaya (PFM), went to the Raj Bhawan to meet Governor Arvind Dave and claimed to form the next Government in the State with the support of 42 members in the House of 60, as early as possible.

News on 7th December '2001
Manipur elections to be held along with UP, Punjab

Manipur Assembly elections would be held on early next year, along with the polls in Uttar Pradesh, Uttaranchal and Punjab, informed the sources. This decision was taken at a full Commission meeting held in New Delhi, on December 5. The meeting was presided over by Chief Election Commissioner, J M Lyngdoh. Meanwhile, on November 27, Parliament approved the extension of President Rule in Manipur for another six months effective from December 2, 2001. 

Bipartite talks between AASU and State Govt. on Assam Accord

In a bid to work-out a time-bound action plan for implementation of Assam Accord, a bipartite talk between the State Government and All Assam Students Union (AASU) was held, on December 6. The meeting was presided over by Assam Accord Implementation Minister, Hemprakash Narayan, who decided to prepare a list of Indian citizens living in Assam and preserve the 1951 National Register of Citizens through computerization. In the meeting another decision was also taken to initiate sustained campaign to declare flood and erosion problem of the State as a national problem. Later AASU urged the State Government to scrap the MoU with RAPL and initiate immediate step to set up the gas cracker project.

Security beefed up
In a bid to control the situation during the 12-hour Lower Assam bandh call given, on December 6, security has been tightened. Patrolling has also been intensified in the Lower Assam districts of Kokrajhar, Bongaigaon, Dhubri, Nalbari, Barpeta and Darrang to control the situation. It is to be mentioned that, the bandh call was given by the Sanmilita Janagosthiya Sangram Samiti (SJSS), as a protest against the deferment of panchayat polls in the Bodo Territorial Council (BTC) areas.

News on 6th December '2001
Arunachal Governor takes charge as Meghalaya Governor

After Speaker E D Marak accepted the no-confidence motion passed against the minority E K Mawlong coalition ministry filed by the newly formed 42-member People's Forum of Meghalaya, Arunachal Governor, Arvind Dave took the additional charge of Meghalaya Governor, informed the sources. It is reported that, Arvind Dave arrived in the State capital from Itanagar, on December 5, and is going to take his oath on December 6, at 11:00 am.

BTC under mass support : Rally in city in support of BTC

UG Brahma, the adviser to the All Bodo Students Union (ABSU), said that, the State Government has virtually accepted the BLT demand for a Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) under the Sixth Schedule of the Indian Constitution, by putting off Panchayat polls in BAC areas. Meanwhile, the ABSU leader while addressing in a rally organised by the CCBM in the city, on December 5, said that, the Central Government had already asked the State Government to send a Cabinet approval in support of formation of a BTC under the Sixth Schedule. However, accusing the State Government in delaying to give information about the BTC, he alleged that, a section of reactionary people were trying to derail the constitution of the BTC by resorting to dis-information campaign aimed at creating mistrust among different communities of people living in the proposed BTC areas.

Shops gutted in city

In a disaster, four shops were put ablaze, on December 5, at around 9.45 PM. Sources informed that, the fire gutted down four shops and caused immense damages to three other shops at the Anuradha complex. Though the fire brigade fought the blaze it took about one-and-a-half hours to bring it under control. Sources later informed that, the fire might have caused due to a short-circuit, around the area. 

2 died in road mishap
In a major head-on-collision between a Maruti Car, (No.AS 25 3311) and a bus (No. AS 14 4379), two persons died on the spot. Sources informed that, two families while traveling in a car to Nalbari suddenly dashed at a passenger bus on the way and led to the death of the car driver and one of the car passenger. The driver of the bus however, succeeded in escaping from the scene. The ill-fated driver of the car was identified as Lankey Boro, while the deceased passenger of the car was known as Bibha Talukdar. Her husband and another couple traveling in the car were also badly injured and were immediately admitted to GMCH under serious condition. 

HC directs compensation for the death in Army custody

Compensation for the death of one Nazrul Islam alias Mantu Das, while in Army custody, in August, 1998, has been ordered by the Gauhati High Court. R S Mongia, Chief Justice and A K Patnaik, Justice, in the verdict directed the Government of India and the GOC-in-Chief Eastern Command of the Army, that a compensation of Rs. 1.5 lakh should be paid to the deceased' father, Md Samnur Ali, through the Deputy Commissioner of Darrang district and also directed them to pay Rs. 10,000 to Md Mahmud Ali, who had filed a Habeas Corpus petition in the High Court, when the deceased Nazrul Islam was picked up by the Army personnel of Madras Field Regiment posted at Mazbat temporary camp in Darrang district. Asserting that Nazrul Islam was killed while he was in Army custody, the petitioners counsels also urged the Court to refer to enquiry findings of the District. While on the other hand, the Army officials contending before the court said that, the deceased was picked up from the venue of a meeting of MULTA, a Muslim militant outfit, from Goraipathar village and arms were recovered from him. 

Dr. Joshi urge youths to follow Indian culture

Addressing at the open meeting of the 47th National convention of the ABVP held at Assam Engineering Institute ground, the Union Human Resources Development Minister, Dr. MM Joshi, called upon the youths not to blindly follow western culture and forget their own rich culture and traditions, but to understand our own roots which are thousands of years old and are still capable of providing solution to any crisis in the world. Later Joshi averred that, ignorance of our own history would only spell doom to our nation, so he urged the youths to follow our own rich culture and traditions as a precondition for the nation's development.

CMD of city-based firm arrested for defrauding IDBI

Ananda Mukherjee, the Chairman-cum-Managing Director (CMD) of a city-based firm, 'Rhino Printers Limited' Ganeshguri, was arrested by the Central Bureau of investigation (CBI) in charge of duping Industrial Development Bank of India (IDBI). CBI sources informed that, along with Mukherjee, five other directors of the firm were also being probed for their involvement in the fraud. The arrest was made on the basis of a complaint lodged by Registrar of Companies in Shillong, said the sources. The preliminary investigation of the CBI, however, revealed that the prime accused Mukherjee and the five directors had misappropriated the funds sanctioned by the IDBI. The CMD who was reported absconding for several days, was traced by CBI in Kolkata and was picked up from there itself.

News on 5th December '2001 
Assam bandh paralyses Morigaon district

The 36-hour Middle Assam bandh call given jointly by All Tiwa Students Union (ATSU), Tiwa Women Association (ATWA), Autonomy Demand Struggling Forum (ADSF), has ended peacefully, on December 4. However, normal life in the Morigaon district, has been paralysed, with the closure of all the government offices, shops, educational institutions and the commercial banks. It is to be mentioned that, the bandh was given by the joint organisations as a protest against State Government's decision for holding ensuing Panchayat polls in Autonomous Council areas on December 27 and 31. 

65 percent voters exercised their franchise

In the wake of killings of nine persons by the UPDS militants, under Howraghat police station in Karbi Anglong, on December 2, security has been tightened in the polling areas, and the polling held in both the Hill Districts (i.e. Karbi Anglong and North Cachar Hills Autonomous District Council) passed off peacefully, informed the official sources. Over 65 per cent voters exercised their franchise in the election. Sources later informed that, 72 percent voters turned out in Karbi Anglong district to elect their representatives to the 26-member Autonomous Council, while over 60 percent voters exercised their franchise in North Cachar Hills Districts to elect representatives to 23-member Autonomous Council. 

No inequity in NEC fund investment, Shourie asserts

The North Eastern Council (NEC) funds in the north eastern States has been denied of having inequity in investment by the Centre. Arun Shourie, the Minister of State for the department of Development of North Eastern Region, revealed that, the NEC had during the past four years, invested a total of Rs. 147474.96 lakh in eight sectors in the seven States. However, answering to a question asked by P R Kyndiah, Shourie said that, there has been no inequity in investment of NEC funds in the States of the North-east.

ULFA against total vacate of camps from Bhutan

Refusing to quit the Bhutan soils completely, the ULFA leadership of the militants, decided to close down only three camps located in various parts of the country and the rest of the camps would be re-located, said the sources of the outfit. However, despite of repeated warnings and the deadline set by the Bhutan Royal Government to vacate the camps of the ULFA, the militant outfit had refused to abide by the instructions of the Government causing problems among the people of the Himalayan kingdom, said official sources. It is to be mentioned that, the Himalayan kingdom has already imposed restrictions on the movement of the people in Samdrup Jongkhar, but still the fact remains that, the Royal Bhutan Army cannot go for full-scale operations against the militants due to lack of arsenal power. However, in view of the pressure mounted by the Royal Government, the ULFA is trying to strengthen its base in Bangladesh, informed the sources. 

Substandard rice sellers to be sued

Sources informed that, a section of unknown traders has involved themselves in the racket of selling inferior quality rice, in a bid to earn profit. Despite of repeated warnings by the State food and civil supplies Minister, Dr. Ardhendhu Kumar Dey, a section of traders involved in selling substandard rice in the city markets, which is a matter of concern. The Bureau of Investigation of Economic Offence (BIEO), however conducted a series of raids in the markets and has seized a huge quantity of substandard rice. Sources informed that, 2,593 quintal of inferior quality of rice from the Assam Store of Fancy Bazaar, 10 bags of rice on the bank of Brahmaputra and 118 bags from Durga Weigh Bridge of Beltola locality, were seized by the personnel of BIEO in their raids. Sources later revealed that, one Kalam has been supplying substandard rice to the city markets and had also disclosed that vigilance in the city has been intensified to unearth the racket.

FCI protest supported

The agitation launched by the employees of Food Corporation of India (FCI), has been supported by the All Assam Central Semi-Central Employees' Parishad, also. Expressing grave concern at the apathetic attitude of the regional authorities of the Corporation for turning a deaf ear to public criticism, the Central Semi-Central Employees' Parishad has also accused the authorities for compelling the FCI employees to choose the path of agitation. It is to be mentioned that, the employees have in their agitation, protested against the nefarious acts of the authorities for bringing URS rice from Punjab for distribution in this zone, and, had also demanded the management to construct department's own building at the alloted land at Beltola to save lakh of rupees that have been spending monthly on rent by the Corporation, said the sources. 

Astronomy Olympiad to be held on Dec 16, in Guwahati

The 4th National Astronomy Olympiad organised by Astronomical Society of India, is to be conducted in Guwahati, by the Regional Science Centre, Guwahati. In order to screen the students for appearing at the Qualifying Test in Astronomy (QUOTA), the Regional Science Centre, Guwahati, will organise a Preliminary Test mainly on Physics and Mathematics, besides general knowledge, on December 16, 2001 at 10 a.m., said the sources. The Olympiad which is going to be held on January 20, 2002, will be organised in 2 (two) groups: Group I- those born after January 1, 1987, and Group II- those born after January 1, 1985, revealed the official sources.

News on 4th December '2001
BAC Panchayat elections deferred

Panchayat polls in the Bodoland Autonomous Council (BAC) areas should be postponed to an indefinite time, recommended the State government to the Election Commission, on December 3. The State Panchayat and Rural Development Minister, Dr. Bhumidhar Barman, while speaking to the news-persons, said that, an emergent Cabinet meeting held on December 3, decided to defer the Panchayat elections in the BAC areas in view of the protest voiced by Bodo Liberation Tiger (BLT) and its allies including ABSU, BPAC and CCBM. It is to be mentioned that, the Bodo groups raised their protest against holding Panchayat polls in the BAC areas, fearing that would jeopardise the ongoing tripartite talks among the Centre, State Government and the BLT, to find a solution to the Bodo problem. Meanwhile, the BLT also warned of violence in the BAC areas in case the State Government insisted on holding Panchayat polls. 

No-confidence motion to be moved against Mawlong government

A no-confidence motion would be moved by the core committee of People's Forum of Meghalaya (PFM) against the EK Mawlong-led coalition government during the ensuing Assembly session, said the official sources. Meanwhile, the chairman of the committee and the NCP leader, P A Sangma, accusing E K Mawlong for hanging on to power despite being reduced to a minority, said that, after its fall, the PFM will stake its claim to form the government with the support of atleast 43 MLAs including the Speaker.

Demands to supply good quality rice to NE region

In a high-level committee meeting held in Guwahati, on December 3, demands were placed before the Centre to take urgent steps to supply good quality rice to the North-eastern states. The meeting which was attended by the ministers and the senior officials of the region, expressed deep concern at the supply of inferior quality rice through public distribution system and the URS. Dr. Ardhendu Kumar Dey, the Assam Food and Civil Supplies minister, favoring the set up of cold storage facilities and decentralisation of procurement operations, alleged that, no action has been initiated by the Centre to improve the quality of rice supplied by the Food Corporation of India, to the North-east region. However, the meeting which was attended by the Directors of the other states of the region and the Ministers of Assam and Tripura of Food and Civil Supplies, all unequivocally demanded gearing up of the existing storage facilities and urged the Centre to take urgent steps to supply good quality rice to the region.

ABVP demands multipurpose Identity Cards

To save the nation from the large scale infiltration from Bangladesh, the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP) demanded immediate introduction of multipurpose identity cards for the country's citizens and preparation of a National Register of Citizen (NRC). Speaking to the news-persons, Professor Dineshananda Goswami, the national president of ABVP expressed grave concern over the fact that none of the affected State governments or the Union government have so far taken any initiative in solving the crisis apparently for safeguarding their votebanks. Later, terming the IM(DT) Act as meaningless, Goswami demanded its immediate repeal and also demanded that the Union Government should take immediate measures regarding the matter. 

4 killed in Road accident

In a tragic road mishap, four Army personnel were killed, on December 2, near Dharmatool, under Nagaon district. Sources informed that, a jeep carrying the four Army personnel to their base camp at Raha, dashed against a 709 minibus, and led to the tragic death of the Army personnel, at the very spot. The deceased Army personnel have been identified as Ranbir Singh, Army subedar, Karaz Singh, Army jawan, Sujit Nath and Lalit Engti, home guards. Apart from the deceased, two others were badly injured, who were later shifted to Nagaon civil hospital.  

Book fair stall put ablaze

A book fair stall was gutted, on December 3, while it had badly caught a fire in a pre-dawn disaster. Sources informed that, the stall which belonged to a Kolkata-based book publisher was put ablaze at the Judges Field, during the ongoing Northeast Book Fair, and had burnt and damaged lots of valuable books. The mishap which occurred at around 4 a.m., was put out at around 10 a.m., by a fire tender that was permanently stationed at the fair ground. 

IED blast claims 9, in Karbi Anglong

Suspected United People's Democratic Solidarity (UPDS) militants triggered an IED blast on December 2, with a remote control device under a mini-truck, and had killed nine persons, at Lamelangshu near Donkamokham outpost, under Howraghat Police Station of Karbi Anglong. Sources informed that, the militants struck when two mini-trucks carrying 12 polling officials and security personnel alongwith poll materials were heading for polling stations 15 and 17, at Burha Hanse LP School. Six polling officials, one Assam Police constable and one Home Guard jawan were killed, on the spot, while the driver of the vehicle later succumbed to his injuries, informed the sources. Top police and civil officials of the district, rushed to the spot, to have a stock of the incident. However, following the incident, security in the entire district, where polls to the autonomous district council will be held on December 4, has been beefed up.  

CBI charge sheet against 9 high officials

Nine persons, including an ex-NEC (North Eastern Council) Secretary and a Chief General Manager of the Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) task force, were charge sheeted by the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), on December 3. Officials sources informed that, the CBI filed charge sheets against these persons in connection with two separate corruption cases. K R Ganesh, the BSNL chief general manager, was charged of possessing of assets disproportionate to his income. Three others including Ganesh's wife K V Muther Lakshmi, Nima Tsering Khirmey and Monoj Agarwal have also been chargesheeted in connection with the case. The CBI also filed a chargesheet in the court of the Special Judge, Meghalaya, against former NEC Secretary, Takap Ringu (IAS) officer, ND Verma, Director Indian Council for Agricultural Research, Jatin Dutta, under secretary of NEC, Bijoy Kumar Lyngdoh, an assistant research officer of the NEC and Save Environment and Humanity, a private farm. The CBI chargesheets informed that, the officers of the NEC and the Director of the Indian Council, were charged of giving a grant-in-aid to the private farm for plantation of medicinal plants. 

News on 3rd December '2001
Raw opium recovered

A major amount of raw opium and heroin was recovered by the sleuths of the preventive and intelligence Cell of the Central Bureau of Narcotics (CBN) from two different parties and arrested three runners in this connection. In a statement, CBN informed that they have recovered 4.19 kilogram of raw opium from one Usuf Ali of Tinsukia who was a known drug runner from last more than two years and allegedly worked for one Badshah Khan of Dibrugarh. On the basis of this confession statement house of another runner Azad Ali of Rangia was raided, from where 75 gram of heroin was recovered though the accused is absconding.

Further, in another incident CBN sleuths arrested Ibrahim Ali and Abdul Aziz for pedding heroin. A cash amount of 25,000 and bank account of more than one lakhs was recovered from their possession.

Meghalaya's claim to form a new Government

PA Sangma, the general secretary of the National Congress Party has moved to New Delhi to meet the President and Prime Minister after the nascent 42- member Peoples Forum of Meghalaya's claims to form a new Government in the State due to sudden illness of Governor M M Jacob. 

AASU warns Govt regarding Panchayat polls

The All Assam Students Union (AASU) has warned that the State Government would be solely responsible if any untoward incident takes place during the polls as the Government fails to take into account the views of the ethnic groups.

According to Prabin Boro, the AASU president there is every possibility of disturbance during Panchayat polls as the organizations representing ethnic groups are opposed to the polls. He also added that before holding the polls the Government should have solved the problems of the ethnic groups. He said that the autonomous councils which were formed during the tenure of Hiteshwar Saikia are yet to be finalised regarding the powers and functions as well as boundaries of the councils. Boro revealed that the All Assam Students Union (ABSU) has sought the cooperation of AASU in opposing the polls in the Boroland Territorial Council (BTC) areas.

Meanwhile, AASU adviser Samujjal Bhattacharya said that Panchayat polls will be held on a electoral roll, consisting of lakhs of Bangladeshi nationals which will enable the illegal migrants to become a member of Panchayats.

Besides ABSUs decision to prevent polls in BTC areas, many other ethnic groups also have opposed it. ABSU president Rabi Ram Narzary pointed out that Central and State governments and the Boro Liberation Tiger have agreed to form a territorial council under the provisions of sixth schedule of the Constitution that there is no need of holding Panchayat elections in the proposed Council area.

Army Camp Seized

Sources informed that the Army personnel busted an ULFA camp in Dibru Saikhowa Reserve Forest in Tinsukia. During the operation, they recovered two .303 rifles, one IED weighing 5 kg and one Chinese grenade from the camp.

Bus Mishap Kills 7 passengers

Seven passengers, including the drivers of both the vehicles were killed and twelve others injured, in a road mishap in Golaghat district today.

Police informed that the incident occurred when a private bus collided with a truck at Rangajan tiniali on the National Highway 39. The bus was traveling from Dimapur in Nagaland to Muzzafarpur in Bihar. The injured passengers were admitted to the nearby Golaghat Civil Hospital, among which condition of five was critical.

News on 2nd December '2001
AASU protest day on Dec 4

The All Assam Student Union (AASU) has decided to hold a statewide protest day against price hike of essential commodities, on December 4. According to them the common people are facing hardships to cope up with the price hike.

Meanwhile, the All Guwahati Student Union (AGSU) has opposed the imposition of new taxes by the Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC). In a statement AGSU appealed to the GMC to revoke its decision.

News on 1st December '2001
Bus Mishap hurts 40 passengers

Sources informed that forty passengers were injured when the bus, in which they were traveling, overturned near Changsari. The driver of the Guwahati bound private bus from Nalbari lost his control resulting to the accident. Army jawans from the nearby camp extricated the passengers and admitted them to a army hospital at Changsari.

Jacob admitted to AIIMS

Meghalaya Governor M M Jacob was shifted from Assam International Hospital, Guwahati to New Delhi for admission to All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) on November 30. The Director of AIIMS, Dr. Tonmoy Das informed that the Governor's was however stable and his blood pressure was under control. 


