	Back issues - June'2001 


	 


	News on 30th June '2001 

Nalbari DI Arrested For Paying ULFA 

Nalbari : Deputy Inspector of School of Nalbari Girin Haloi, who reportedly paid Rs 20 lakh to ULFA as ransom to get back his son, has been arrested by police for providing extortion money to the organisation. Mr Haloi was to pay another Rs 10 lakh on June 28 but could not do so due to strict watch of police and finally was arrested on June 29 late night. Mr Holoi has been proved to issue appointment letter to more than 5000 LP school teachers against huge payments. Now that the DI has been arrested new information regarding the illegal teachers appointment of the state are expected to come up.

Supply Sub-Inspectors To Continue With Job
Guwahati : The High Court has decided to maintain status quo regarding the appointments of the 91 newly appointed Supply Sub-Inspectors. The Court admitted a writ appeal filed by the 91 candidates against the Court's decision on June 26 that the candidates who were appointed initially for three months from December 30,2000 have no right of continue with their job. Court's decision now would enable the Sub-Inspectors to be in the job for indefinite time till further notice.

Assamese Students At Last Woke Up Against Cease-fire Extension
Guwahati : While Manipuri students in Manipur as well as in New Delhi have reached the highest extent possible protesting against Centre's cease fire extension with NSCN(I-M) right from June 18, Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuba Chatra Parishad of Assam has started with armed-chair discussion only on June 29. The Parishad criticised NSCN(I-M)'s plan to include parts of Manipur, Arunachal Pradesh and Assam into Nagalim, to which Centre has expressed support.

NESO Protests Cease-fire Extension
Shillong : North-Eastern Students' Organisation (NESO), the umbrella unit of all students' bodies of the North-Eastern region, has expressed its protest against the Centre's cease-fire territory extension with NSCN(I-M) in a meeting held on June 27. The organisation has also decided to take up massive protest programmes soon if the Centre does not withdraw its decision. The Organisation is also to hold a protest rally at New Delhi in front of the Parliament during Parliamentary sessions in July.

No Salary Paid Till Date To The Newly Appointed Teachers
Guwahati : Just before the Assembly election the erstwhile AGP govt suddenly started an appointment drive and appointed thousands of teachers against money. But the govt made no arrangement for their salary. The govt exploited the sentiment of the unemployed and promised much. Now that AGP has failed to come to power and the new Congress govt does not show interest to solve the problem, the plight of the teachers is much pitiful. It is the fourth month after their appointment that they are working without due pay. Now it is natural that if such condition prevails, teachers will loose interest in and commitment to the job which will ultimately harm the students who whole heartedly depend upon the teachers. 

Four ULFAs Apprehended
Dhubri : Police has arrested four out of five outfits of the 'Enigma unit' of ULFA taking shelter in a house in Madhyam Petla village under Golokganj police station in Dhubri district in early morning on June 29. A huge quantity of arms and ammunition have been recovered from the clan. According to police sources tracing a secret information, a team of police personnel surrounded the house of one Md Hussain Master. Ultras started firing at the police personnel but being well prepared, police succeeded in nabbing the militants along with their materials while one ultra could escape. The four apprehended have been identified as Piyar Hussain alias Raja Chaudhuri, Joynath Rabha alias Jogen Daimari, Amjad Ali alias Manik Ray alias Manik Marandi and Saifur Rahman while the escaped militant was Parimal Borman. 

News on 29th June '2001
APSC Chairman Gheraoed 

Guwahati : Assam Public Service Commission (APSC) Chairman Mr Amiyo Kumar Bora was gheraoed on June 28 by All Guwahati Students' Union demanding immediate action to streamline the examination procedure and identify the persons behind the recent anomalies. Significant that out of the 89 candidates appointed by APSC in the post of Supply Inspectors, answer scripts of 70 were found to have major anomalies. Mr Bora assured immediate action against the guilty. He also informed that a two-member committee comprising of members of the Commission was formed for this purpose on June 27. APSC is also planning to have the answer scripts of the preliminary examination checked by computers from this year onwards.

Nalbari DI Paid Rs 20 Lakh To ULFA As Ransom
Nalbari : The Deputy Inspector of Schools (DI), Nalbari, Mr Girin Haloi had to pay Rs 20 lakh to ULFA in order to get his son back. His son Ridip Haloi was abducted by the militants early this month. Allegedly Mr Haloi made illegal appointments of more than 5000 LP School teachers against huge amount of money ranging from Rs 30,000 to 60,000. ULFA had formerly demanded Rs 50 lakh as ransom. However, the matter was concluded paying Rs 20 lakh somewhere near Tihu.

200 ULFAs To Surrender Soon
Nalbari : In press conference held at the office of the Super-in-tendant of Police of Nalbari district, the newly appointed SP Mr Sarat Phukan revealed that more than 200 ULFA militants alongwith those of Lieutenant and Major rank are likely to surrender very soon. They have already contacted the district authority in this regard and are to submit a huge amount of arms and ammunition.

Regarding ULFA's extortion drive in the district Mr Phukan said that Lieutenant level members of the organisation like Subhas Sarma, Nagen Das, Dipak Das, Rubul Ali are taking active part to lead the drive. Referring to a section of contractors and two girls involved in the drives, he claimed that police already has information about people acting for the organisation.

SULFA Behind The Moran Massacre : Investigation Taking New Turns
Guwahati : Though in the preliminary report police claimed the hands of ULFA and NSCN(K) behind the attack on SULFA members killing at least 12 at Polo Club at Moran in Dibrugarh district, recently investigation has taken a new turn. Police has of late has found a section of SULFA to be involved in the massacre. Top police sources deny any possibility of ULFA's involvement in the incident. The difference of opinion between two sections of SULFA has been suspected as the cause behind the incident. ULFA Commander-in-chief Paresh Baruah also claimed so refusing ULFA's hand behind the act earlier. Besides, police finds that the incident has no similarity with such massacres conducted by ULFA earlier. ULFAs usually do not run away using the same car, after attack they abandon the used car at a distance and escape by another car. Police also claims that it is not possible for three persons who are not close to SULFA to approach and fire at a SULFA gathering. Police source also informs that till date 16 SULFA members, including three senior leaders, have been interrogated in this regard. Everything is expected to be clear within a week. According to the source in the context of the new turn in the investigation, four SULFA members including one senior member might get arrested by police soon.

Apprehension about NSCN's demand for neighbouring states' territory 
From A Special Correspondent 

GUWAHATI: The Central Government's decision to extend the area under cease-fire with the National Socialist Council of Nagalim (NSCN) has created apprehension among the people of the other North Eastern states about the possibility of the rebel outfit demanding the territory of other states in the next phase. The NSCN, in its website gave a map of the proposed Nagalim but interestingly, the map includes vast areas of the neighbouring states, which gave rise to apprehension in the minds of the people. The NSCN, in the map of the proposed Nagalim, included the Karbi Anglong and North Cachar hill districts of Assam and parts of the Sivsagar, Golaghat, Dibrugarh, Tinsukia and Nagaon districts of the State. The map also includes vast areas of Manipur and Lohit district, Tirap and Changlang areas of Arunachal Pradesh. Meanwhile, the Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi has asserted that the State Government would never compromise with the territorial integrity of the State. Talking to this correspondent, Mr Gogoi alleged that the Central Government failed to understand the ground reality before taking the decision to extend the area under cease-fire. He said that the general secretary of the NSCN Th Muivah, in his statements after the extension of the area under cease-fire failed to assure that they would not claim any portion of the geographical boundary of Assam. Assam already has border dispute with Nagaland and the extension of the area under cease-fire would give the NSCN a scope to demand Assam's territory, the Chief Minister said. He also said that the Assam Government would continue to oppose the Central Government's decision to extend the area under cease-fire. The Central Government's decision also brought about difference of opinion among the leaders of the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP), the main opposition party in Assam. The AGP president and former Chief Minister Prafulla kumar Mahanta apparently gave his concurrence during his tenure as the Chief Minister for the extension of the area under cease-fire to please the BJP leaders. After the extension of the area under cease-fire, Mr Mahanta declined to give any comment on the issue but going against the stand of the party president, senior AGP leader and a member of the State Assembly, Mr Dilip Kumar Saikia has strongly opposed the Central Government's decision and demanded that the decision should be reviewed. In a memorandum to the President of India, Prime Minister, union home Minister, Governor of Assam and the Chief Minister, the AGP legislator said that the Central Government's decision was viewed by the people of Assam as a diabolic design to create chaos and mistrust among the people of the seven sister states of the North eastern region of India. He said that forceful imposition of unilateral measures on the people of the region is bound to face retaliation . He also appealed to the Central Government to initiate talks with all the insurgent outfits operating in the region for peaceful political solution of the problem of insurgency. It may be mentioned here that different other organisations of Assam have also expressed apprehension over the Central Government's decision. The All Assam Students' Union refrained from directly opposing the decision but at the same time, the organisation asserted that it would not tolerate any move to grab Assam's land. The State level Association of the Freedom fighters and senior citizens forum have also expressed apprehension about the Centre's decision. Now it remains to be seen whether the Central Government can afford to review the decision as assured to the political leaders of Manipur by the Union Home Minister without affecting the ongoing peace talks with the NSCN. 

Ramanuj Dutta Choudhury
Big War Among Militant Organisations Likely In Sodiya And Dimapur
Guwahati : A big war among the militant organisations like ULFA, NSCN (Khaplang), NSCN (I-M) and DHD (Dima Haolong Daoga) is hooraying over the green fields of Dimapur and Sodiya following the fresh move of Central Government to extend truce for NSCN(I-M) in Assam, Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh apart from Nagaland.

Sources close to Union Ministry of Home Affairs, New Delhi told this reporter that about 200 ULFA men have already reached Mao, a township in the Changlang district of Arunachal Pradesh. 'They are working there as daily wage-earners. They are to fight against NSCN (I-M) at Dimapur and Sodiya on the outskirts of Dibrugarh district. They have already chalked out plans in collaboration with NSCN (K) faction, which has reportedly 80 cadres at Mao. They are now fully armed with sophisticated weapons. That is, ULFA men and NSCN (K) are going to wage war against NSCN (I-M) and its newly-joined ally Dima Haolong Daoga (DHD),' the source claimed.

The cause of the battle is the demarcation of territory for Nagalim by the Centre and NSCN (I-M) which was indirectly focused in the meeting between M Padmanabhia, Secretary of Central Home Ministry (NE issues) and T Muivah, Commander-in-Chief of the NSCN (I-M) in Bangkok recently, the source remarked.

'In the meantime, the cease-fire area for the NSCN (I-M) has been expanded by including the entire Nagaon, NC Hills and Karbi Anglong districts by the Centre. 50 % of Golaghat and Sibsagar districts have also been included,' it added.

Regarding the oil town Moran massacre the source commented that it was a handiwork of NSCN (K) as it has internal nexus with the ULFA.

State Is Facing A Debt Burden Of More Than Rs 10,000 : CM 

Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi in a presentation before the Planning Commission intimated that the debt burden of the state was Rs 4091 cr in 1990-91 which increased to Rs 5121 cr in 1995-96 and Rs 9126 cr in 2000-01. He expressed that it would turn Rs 10,596 by the end of the current financial year. He further said that 23 % of the state's total expenditure from the Consolidated fund is spent on debt servicing. Similarly the fiscal deficit of the state is increasing alarmingly from Rs 562 cr in 1990-91 to Rs 1923 cr in 2000-01 which is estimated to reach Rs 2535 cr by the end of the current financial year.

ULFA Vice President's Opinion Regarding Talks
Guwahati : Vice President of ULFA, Mr Pradeep Gogoi, who has been imprisoned for the last five years, expressed that the success of any talk with the organisation will solely depend on the govt's good will and attitude. He said that ULFA has never been against negotiation but negotiation should not mean surrender of motives and principles. He says that with the change of govt in Dispur the organisation, along with the people of Assam, is willing to have parleys. But this parley must respect the ideals and principles of the organisation.

Massive Scams In The State Transport Dept, Valuable Engine Parts Have Replaced Duplicate Parts
Guwahati : The last attempt to survive the transport department of the state has failed when 260 buses were found to have duplicate engine parts. Significant that Rs 1 cr was issued for repairing 260 buses which ended up with fitting duplicate parts having the label of Telco. Ashok Leyland engineers on June 27 inspected the vehicles and discovered the matter. State Transport Minister Mr Anjan Dutta on June 28 said that no corruption will be pardoned in his department and any one found guilty will be taken strict action against.

Illegal Appointments Of Teachers In Majuli, Four Arrested
Majuli : Majuli police on June 28 arrested four persons including the Inspector of Schools for interrogation in connection with illegal appointment of teachers. Significant that 47 teachers were directly appointed from the office of Director of Education during the AGP govt. Later an investigation was ordered in response to questions raised regarding the legitimacy of the appointments. Anti-corruption cell of Chief Minister also seized the 47 appointment letters after investigation. 25 of them, however, were proved legitimate. The candidates not selected for the post have been complaining that appointments were made without holding interviews. The arrest is expected to bring more things to the surface.

ULFA Puts Five Conditions For Talks
New Delhi : ULFA has once again expressed its willingness to have conditioned talks with the government. The organisation expressed that in the context of the conflicts following Centre's truce with NSCN(I-M), it has become necessary for it to come to a fix. The organisation has expressed its opposition to the cease fire extension to Assam.

ULFA has no objection to have parley with the govt. provided that it be conditioned parley. The organisation will never accept non-conditioned talks as Centre advocates. ULFA has put five conditions to have talks with the Central govt. ULFA demands the thorough investigation into the secret killings of ULFA members' kith and kins during the erstwhile AGP govt. It also demands a detailed investigation of all the corruption related cases of the ministers and MLAs during AGP government which very badly affected the economy and resource of the state, within its first condition. Secondly it demands legal measures against all the surrendered ULFAs involved in the killings of ULFA members and their relatives. ULFA has demanded the withdrawal of the NSCN(I-M) ceasefire coverage from Assam as its third condition. The organisation demands the territory of its proposed cease fire with Centre to Assam and neighbouring areas as its fourth condition for talks. As the fifth and the last condition, ULFA demands total withdrawal of Army from the state.

Significant that ULFA had expressed its willingness to have parley earlier with the erstwhile Prafulla K Mahanta led state govt too but the insincerity of the govt kept the process off. Now that the willingness of the organisation to have parley and CM Tarun Gogoi's appeal to the Centre to put forth cease-fire offer to ULFA have coincided, it might prove to be a positive move to herald peace in the state.

New Govt in Assam runs into trouble as militants go on rampage 

From A Special Correspondent
 GUWAHATI: The one month old Congress Government in Assam runs into trouble as taking advantage of the transition period, the militant outfits United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA) and the National Democratic Front of Boroland (NDFB) have gone on rampage and the delay on the part of the Government in announcing a clear-cut policy on insurgency also created confusion in the minds of the security forces and helped the ultras. The ULFA has launched a massive extortion drive almost all over the state and issued demand notes to the businessmen , tea garden owners and others and of late the militants also started to target their 'enemies', much to the embarrassment of the new Government as in the past few years, the Congress was accusing the AGP Government in the State for its failure to protect the life and property of the people. The ULFA attacks started with an attack on a camp of the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) in Goalpara district on June 6, in which 12 CRPF men were seriously injured. The ULFA even used two rocket launchers in the attack but fortunately for the security men, those landed on the roof of the camp or else the casualty could have been much more. The next attack came on June 13, when nine Assam, Rifles personnel were killed in an attack by extremists in Margherita area of Tinsukia district of the State. Though the identity of the militants involved in the attack could not be ascertained, the ULFA claimed responsibility for the attack. In the most recent incident on June 21, 12 surrendered ULFA militants were killed and six others were seriously injured in Dibrugarh district. The surrendered ULFA men were holding a meeting in the Moranhat polo club when militants in army fatigue attacked them and sprayed bullets and lobbed grenades on them. The recent incident sent shock waves through the entire state because of widespread apprehension of backlash from the surrendered militants. Immediately after the incident at Moranhat, the State Government sprung into action and the Minister of State for Home, Mr Pradyut Bordoloi said that the Armymen posted in the Upper Assam districts have been alerted and joint operations have been launched to nab the culprits involved in the attack. Talking to this correspondent, Mr Bordoloi asserted that the Government would not allow the militants to hold the Government to ransom and the Police force has been instructed to maintain strict vigil to prevent any act of violence. Mr Bordoloi said that the threat perception of the surrendered militants is being reviewed and those under threat have been provided with adequate security. However, he said that the surrendered militants are also to be blamed for the June 21 attack as they did not bother to inform either the district superintendent of police or the local police station about their meeting thus the police could not arrange for their security. It may be mentioned here that the Chief Minister tarun Gogoi recently told this correspondent that the Government gave strict instruction to the Police to take strict action to contain any kind of violence. He admitted that a few militants entered the State during the elections and they indulged in acts of violence by taking advantage of the transition period. However, the Government's action of going for large scale transfer of police officers also helped the militants. Early this month, the State Government transferred as many as 29 officers of the rank of Superintendent of Police and above in one day and that helped the militants as the newly posted officers took time to adjust to their new postings. Moreover, the Government abolished the post of the Additional Director General of Police (Operations) and posted one senior officer as the Inspector General of Law and Order. Such actions also created confusion in the minds of the security forces involved in the counter-insurgency operations and though the Chief Minister later clarified that the Government would continue its tough stand against the militants, the period of confusion was enough for the militants to gain the upper hand. It seems that the Government has not learnt from its mistakes and large scale transfer of lower level officers of police of the rank of Additional Superintendents of Police, Deputy Superintendent of Police and Inspectors is still on and the militants would definitely take the advantage of the time taken by the policemen to adjust to their new postings. Ramanuj Dutta Choudhury
News on 28th June '2001
Two ULFA Died In Encounter
Dibrugarh : Two senior ULFA leaders were shot dead on June 27 in an encounter with Army personnel in Takoni village at the edge of Olong forest under Digboi police station in Dibrugarh district. The killed have been identified as self-styled Sergeant Major Basanta Baruah alias 'Killer' and Field Assistant Pratap Dahotia. According to sources, the killed militants while roaming in the village came face to face with the Army patrol and tried to flee hurling a grenade at them. The encounter that followed claimed their lives. One Chinese made pistol, one Chinese hand grenade and a cash amount of one lakh rupees have been recovered from their possession.

Assam-Meghalaya Border Talk
Shillong : The Chief Ministers of Assam and Maghalaya are scheduled to meet on July 16 to discuss the three-decade old inter-state border dispute. The issue was raised in the Meghalaya Assembly for the second day on June 27 even if the date for the two CMs of the neighbouring states to resume the on-going talk was scheduled.

AGP Is The Most Corrupted Party In The Nation : Finds 'The Week'
Guwahati : 'The Week' magazine in a nation wide survey has found that the Asom Gana Parishad led by Prafulla Kumar Mahanta is the most corrupt party in the country. AGP has even outshone Laloo Prasad Yadav led Rastriya Janata Dal and Jayalalita led AIADMK in corruption. In the corruption survey out of 10 points, AGP is leading all other parties acquiring the highest 5.8 points. Significantly, people consider both BJP and Congress to be equally corrupt with 4.6 points.

Regarding NDA govt, the majority has judged it to be corrupt. 48 % people considers the govt led by AB Vajpayee corrupt, 32 % however refuses to call it so while 20 % are neutral.

Manipur Stir Intensifies, Even Naga People Join Rally
Imphal : Thousands of people on June 26 took out a procession defying prohibitory orders under section 144 CrPC while woman continued sitting protests at several parts of the state against the inclusion of Manipur in the cease-fire coverage. Significantly hundreds of Nagas, particularly those belonging to Tangkhul community to which T Muivah, General Secretary NSCN(I-M) belongs, joined in the mass rally. The participation of Nagas in the rally prove the cultural integration that Manipur has throughout the years.

News on 27th June '2001
HC Rejects Appointment Of 91 Supply Sub-Inspector 

Guwahati : The Gauhati High Court on June 26 canceled the appointment of 91 Sub Inspectors in Supply Department appointed on ad-hoc basis by the erstwhile AGP govt till regular selections are made. The Court has dismissed the writ petition filed by the appointed candidates to regularise their job. The judgment will be effective from June 29. Justice Ranjan Gogoi hearing the case held that the ad-hoc appointees have no legally enforceable right to continue in the post and accordingly rejected their petition.

Natya Prabhakar Satya Prasad Baruah Is No More
Guwahati : Veteran actor and playwright of the state, Natya Prabhakar Satya Prasad Baruah, who had been shaping the Assamese theatre with his innovations and experimentation, passed away on June 26 at his residence at Uzanbazar in the city. His death has caused an irreparable lose to the drama and literature of the state. The 83 year old doyen was suffering from brief old-age ailments for the last 3 days and was was rushed to a private nursing home on June 26 night where he was declared dead on arrival.

Mr Baruah for his invaluable contribution towards to the field of drama and literature was conferred prestigious Sangeet Natak Akademy Award in 1986. He received the Best Actor of India Award from the All India Critics' Association in 1978. In the same year he received Literary Pension from the state govt, was conferred Asom Silpi Divas Award and the prestigious title of 'Natya Prabhakar' by theatre personalities. Mr Baruah was felicitated by Bangiya Sahitya Parishad of Shillong and was the president of Drama section of All India Bangiya Sahitya Session held at Tinsukia in 1979. He was also closely associated with Assam Sahitya Sabha.

AGP's Reaction To Cease-Fire, Difference Of Opinion In The Party
Guwahati : Difference of opinion have been of late witnessed among AGP leaders regarding the issue of Centre's cease fire with NSCN(I-M). While Prafulla K Mahanta who earlier had consented to the Centre's decision of cease fire extension now refuses to comment on the issue, senior party leader and MLA Dilip K Saikia expresses his strong opposition to the decision. Mr Saikia in a memorandum to the President of India, Prime Minister, Home Minister and the state Chief Minister has strongly opposed the cease fire extension to Assam and demanded an early review of the decision. He pointed out that the decision will hamper the relationship between the seven sister states and will encourage insurgency in the region.

NDFB Willing For Talks
Guwahati : Seeing Bodo Liberation Tigers' (BLT) parley with Centre bringing forth appreciatory results, the National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) is expressing its willingness to come to talks with the government. The view was expressed in a general council meeting of the organisation held in May in which most of the senior leaders were present. According to sources, Centre appreciates the move and is in search for mediators, although nothing has been initiated till date. Though the two organisations after coming to a conclusion at Shillong kept away from violence to each other, the former rivalry has once again cropped up after BLT had parley with govt. As expressed by the source, now that both the organisations have come to know much about each other, NDFB feels insecure in the present context.

Cease-fire Will Be Discussed Before Parliament Session Begins : Fernandes
Guwahati : The parties participating in the National Democratic Alliance will have a discussion regarding the extension of Centre's ceasefire with NSCN(I-M) to all the Naga inhabited areas before the next Parliamentary Session starts. Former Defence Minister and the leader of Samata Party Mr George Fernandes expressed so in a press conference held at Guwahati Circuit House. He feels that the issue will have special discussion in the session.

He further says that Presidential Rule in Manipur is appropriate in the present context. He appeals to the Manipuri youths to have faith in Vajpayee's promise to safeguard integrity of Manipur while deciding the cease fire issue. He also criticised NSCN(I-M) leader T Muivah's claim that Nagas live in their own land.

Water Creating Much Problem In The City :
While Certain Areas Facing Artificial Flood, Certain Other Areas Facing Serious Drinking Water Crisis
Guwahati : While some areas in the state capital are facing the vexed problem of artificial flood, some areas are being deprived of regular supply of drinking water recently. For example, the inhabitants of A K Azad By-lane of Shantiram Path, Milanpur have not received drinking water from the Guwahati Municipal Corporation for the last one year, although they are paying municipal tax every month.

During a survey made in different parts of the city, a large number of city-dwellers exhorted that the GMC officials are not initiation prompt and adequate steps to redress this burning problem. In some parts of the city, people have to purchase water from water carriers. That is, drinking water has become a 'dear good' for certain parts of the city following highly irregular supply of drinking water by the GMC.

In fact, there are four major water supply tankers of the GMC for supplying drinking water under its water supply scheme. These tankers are located at Uzanbazar (Satpukhuri), Hengarabari, Panbazar and Kamakhya of Guwahati. Most of these sub-supply centres have become inefficient to meet the growing needs for drinking water in those areas.

For instance, many Guwahatians have already lifted up the pipes from the ground as they are fed up of the irregularity of the supply and has disconnected themselves from the GMC water system.

Mrs Bakali Das of Peoli Phukan Road, Milanpur, Guwahati said that they are paying Rs 222.54 every 3 months to the GMC. 'When we inquire about the irregular water supply, we are asked to meet higher officials and nothing comes out. We approached the officials many times appealing them to look into the matter but in vain,' she added.

Mr Lankeswar Das of the same area said that they have rooted out the pipes from the GMC water supply connection.

Mr Sushil Saha, another furious fellow, informed that people have to request the hawkers to carry them water from the public tube-wells which remain overcrowded throughout the day.

Raj Banik of Rehabari told this author that the owners of the big apartments and flats do absorb GMC water by the means of pump sets; for this the water flow is very very slow and it is highly irregular too.

'We submitted a memorandum to the former GMDA Minister Biraj Sarmah, but he could do nothing in this regard,' said a businessman of Ulubari area on condition of anonymity.

When contacted the present Guwahati Development Minister Anjan Dutta at his chamber in Janata Bhawan informed that the new govt is going to form advisory committees in all wards of the city, comprising 6 senior citizens in each, in order to suggest ways and means to check all burning problems, including artificial floods and the shortage of drinking water.

A highly-placed departmental source said that the present Congress government would probe every corruption done by the erstwhile AGP-led government in the activities of greater Guwahati development.

Whatsoever, the quality of engineering tools should be upto the mark if the present government goes for renovating the water supply system. There should not be any room for corrupt officials too.

News on 26th June '2001
ABSU Leader Killed
Kokrajhar : One All Bodo Student Union leader was shot dead by suspected NDFB militants in Karigaon under Kokrajhar police station on June 24. The killed has been identified as Samsawrang Narzary, secretary of Karigaon unit of ABSU. Reportedly, Mr Narzary taught in the Bismori ME School and was examining answer scripts of half-yearly examination when a group of armed militants entered his room and shot him dead at about 10.30 pm. Police recovered 3 empty cartridges from the spot.

Reshuffle In State Bureaucracy
Guwahati : In the midst of tension in the state, the state govt made major reshuffle in civil administration and some of the district's administration. PK Dutta has been posted as Principal Secretary, Fishery ; JP Rajkhowa as Principal Secretary, Agriculture and Commissioner, Agricultural Production; Dr D Das Principal Secretary, Pension and Public Grievances; Alok Jain as Principal Secretary, Mines and Minerals and Sports and Youth Welfare; L Rynjah as Principal Secretary, Cooperative Relief and Rehabilitation.

DN Mahanta has been appointed as Secretary, Assam Public Service Commission; Commissioner PC Sharma is put in charge of Education and Passport; D K Das posted as Chairman, Assam Board of Revenue; A Bahtnagar, Lower Assam Division and Municipal Administration department; Dr S Mitra, Planning and Development, Tourism and Cultural Affairs; PP Varma, Welfare of Plain Tribes and Backward Classes; E Choudhury General Administrative Department; P K Choudhury Town and Country Planning Dept. and Public Enterprise Dept.; Harish Sonowal, Social Welfare, Hills and Barak Valley. JSL Bassappa has been shifted to Assam Accord Implementation; JP Saikia to Information and Public Relations; MK Baruah to Animal Husbandry and Veterinary.

MGKV Bhanu has been given the charge of Guwahati Development in addition to Commissioner Secretary to the Chief Minister; Dr S Nath posted as Secretary, Assam Human Rights Commission, TP Phatowali as Registrar of Cooperative Society.

Kamrup district DC Mr DN Saikia has been transferred as Home Secretary; Bhaba Gogoi posted as Karbi Anglong DC; L Phangsu as Lakhimpur DC; CR Kalita as Karimganj DC; Afsar Ali Hazarika as Kamrup DC; Aftab Ahmed as North Cachar Hills DC; John Ekka as Golaghat DC.

6 Killed In Bus Mishap
Kamalpur : Total six passengers died in a major bus accident on the National Highway No 31 near the Changsari Railway crossing under Kamalpur police station at around 9-15 am on June 24. Reportedly, the bus while coming towards Guwahati from Baihata Chariali lost control and fell into a ditch on the road side. 2 persons were killed on the spot while 4 others died in Guwahati Medical College.

Power Scenario To Improve Soon
Guwahati : Within the next 6 months Assam State Electricity Board will be able to generate 100 mw of additional power from its own sources, said state Power Minister Devananda Konwar. ASEB's rural electrification scheme which remain ineffective for years due to fund crisis is to revive soon owing to the Centre's cooperation. About 19,000 villages will be benefited by the rural electrification scheme with the help of Rs 61 crore granted by govt of India. Rs 15 crore would be spent to procure 3000 transformers to be installed in rural areas while another 5 cr will be spent in installing transformers for better power supply.
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Guwahati : In the midst of tension in the state, the state govt made major reshuffle in civil administration and some of the district's administration. PK Dutta has been posted as Principal Secretary, Fishery ; JP Rajkhowa as Principal Secretary, Agriculture and Commissioner, Agricultural Production; Dr D Das Principal Secretary, Pension and Public Grievances; Alok Jain as Principal Secretary, Mines and Minerals and Sports and Youth Welfare; L Rynjah as Principal Secretary, Cooperative Relief and Rehabilitation.

DN Mahanta has been appointed as Secretary, Assam Public Service Commission; Commissioner PC Sharma is put in charge of Education and Passport; D K Das posted as Chairman, Assam Board of Revenue; A Bahtnagar, Lower Assam Division and Municipal Administration department; Dr S Mitra, Planning and Development, Tourism and Cultural Affairs; PP Varma, Welfare of Plain Tribes and Backward Classes; E Choudhury General Administrative Department; P K Choudhury Town and Country Planning Dept. and Public Enterprise Dept.; Harish Sonowal, Social Welfare, Hills and Barak Valley. JSL Bassappa has been shifted to Assam Accord Implementation; JP Saikia to Information and Public Relations; MK Baruah to Animal Husbandry and Veterinary.

MGKV Bhanu has been given the charge of Guwahati Development in addition to Commissioner Secretary to the Chief Minister; Dr S Nath posted as Secretary, Assam Human Rights Commission, TP Phatowali as Registrar of Cooperative Society.

Kamrup district DC Mr DN Saikia has been transferred as Home Secretary; Bhaba Gogoi posted as Karbi Anglong DC; L Phangsu as Lakhimpur DC; CR Kalita as Karimganj DC; Afsar Ali Hazarika as Kamrup DC; Aftab Ahmed as North Cachar Hills DC; John Ekka as Golaghat DC.

6 Killed In Bus Mishap
Kamalpur : Total six passengers died in a major bus accident on the National Highway No 31 near the Changsari Railway crossing under Kamalpur police station at around 9-15 am on June 24. Reportedly, the bus while coming towards Guwahati from Baihata Chariali lost control and fell into a ditch on the road side. 2 persons were killed on the spot while 4 others died in Guwahati Medical College.

Power Scenario To Improve Soon
Guwahati : Within the next 6 months Assam State Electricity Board will be able to generate 100 mw of additional power from its own sources, said state Power Minister Devananda Konwar. ASEB's rural electrification scheme which remain ineffective for years due to fund crisis is to revive soon owing to the Centre's cooperation. About 19,000 villages will be benefited by the rural electrification scheme with the help of Rs 61 crore granted by govt of India. Rs 15 crore would be spent to procure 3000 transformers to be installed in rural areas while another 5 cr will be spent in installing transformers for better power supply.

Water Creating Much Problem In The City :
While Certain Areas Facing Artificial Flood, Certain Other Areas Facing Serious Drinking Water Crisis
Guwahati : While some areas in the state capital are facing the vexed problem of artificial flood, some areas are being deprived of regular supply of drinking water recently. For example, the inhabitants of A K Azad By-lane of Shantiram Path, Milanpur have not received drinking water from the Guwahati Municipal Corporation for the last one year, although they are paying municipal tax every month.

During a survey made in different parts of the city, a large number of city-dwellers exhorted that the GMC officials are not initiation prompt and adequate steps to redress this burning problem. In some parts of the city, people have to purchase water from water carriers. That is, drinking water has become a 'dear good' for certain parts of the city following highly irregular supply of drinking water by the GMC.

In fact, there are four major water supply tankers of the GMC for supplying drinking water under its water supply scheme. These tankers are located at Uzanbazar (Satpukhuri), Hengarabari, Panbazar and Kamakhya of Guwahati. Most of these sub-supply centres have become inefficient to meet the growing needs for drinking water in those areas.

For instance, many Guwahatians have already lifted up the pipes from the ground as they are fed up of the irregularity of the supply and has disconnected themselves from the GMC water system.

Mrs Bakali Das of Peoli Phukan Road, Milanpur, Guwahati said that they are paying Rs 222.54 every 3 months to the GMC. 'When we inquire about the irregular water supply, we are asked to meet higher officials and nothing comes out. We approached the officials many times appealing them to look into the matter but in vain,' she added.

Mr Lankeswar Das of the same area said that they have rooted out the pipes from the GMC water supply connection.

Mr Sushil Saha, another furious fellow, informed that people have to request the hawkers to carry them water from the public tube-wells which remain overcrowded throughout the day.

Raj Banik of Rehabari told this author that the owners of the big apartments and flats do absorb GMC water by the means of pump sets; for this the water flow is very very slow and it is highly irregular too.

'We submitted a memorandum to the former GMDA Minister Biraj Sarmah, but he could do nothing in this regard,' said a businessman of Ulubari area on condition of anonymity.

When contacted the present Guwahati Development Minister Anjan Dutta at his chamber in Janata Bhawan informed that the new govt is going to form advisory committees in all wards of the city, comprising 6 senior citizens in each, in order to suggest ways and means to check all burning problems, including artificial floods and the shortage of drinking water.

A highly-placed departmental source said that the present Congress government would probe every corruption done by the erstwhile AGP-led government in the activities of greater Guwahati development.

Whatsoever, the quality of engineering tools should be upto the mark if the present government goes for renovating the water supply system. There should not be any room for corrupt officials too.

News on 25th June '2001
Moran Massacre - Investigation Report Not Submitted 

Guwahati : The investigation report of the attack on surrendered ULFA at Moran which claimed 12 lives on June 21 could not be submitted on its scheduled date, on June 24. The state govt on June 23 appointed DIG, Eastern Range of Assam Police Mr A P Rawat to investigate the matter and submit the report on June 24. The govt claims that the report was not submitted as the matter could not be discussed with the injured SULFA men on medical grounds. The report should be submitted within the next two or three days.

Sibsagar S P Ordered Compulsory Leave
Sibsagar : The govt has already suspended the Officer-In-Charge of Moran and Moranhat police stations on June 23 in connection with the June 21 incident. The govt on June 24 has asked the SP of Sibsagar Mr T P Singh to proceed on compulsory leave and he has been replaced by Mr K V Singh Deo, Commandant of the Commando Battalion at Mandakata. Mr Prabin Ch Saikia, Commandant of 11 Assam Police Battalion at Dergaon, has been posted in place of Mr Singh Deo. Suppr-in-tendent, Assam CID, Mr DN Hazarika has been posted in place of Mr Saikia.

Conflict Within SULFA Camp, Breach In The AJM
Guwahati : The Asom Jatiya Mahasabha, an organisation formed by the surrendered ULFA, has of late seen breaches within itself. The organisation got its first shock and was almost shattered when two senior members Jugal Kishor Mahanta and Sunil Nath left the newly formed organisation on their 'personal' grounds. Sunil Nath getting away from the Mahasabha formed the Ex-ULFA Coordination Committee comprising of all SULFA members of Kamrup district, which waved much reaction among other members. A section of SULFA menders held a meeting on 24 June in this connection. The president (in charge) of the Mahasabha in a press release clarified that the retirement of two members does not mean the dissolution of the Mahasabha. The release further refuses Sunil Nath's claim that the Mahasabha has been dissolved owing to the difference of opinion regarding the organisation's participation in active politics. The release claims that a member retiring from the organisation has no right to comment so and appeals to Mr Nath to keep himself away from such behaviour in future. The matter is to be discussed in more details in the meeting scheduled to be held in the first part of July.

Ex-ULFA Coordination Committee To Be Formed In Every District
Sibsagar : After the recent attack on SULFA members in Moran, the members of all over Assam have once again been sentimentally united. In a press meeting held on June 23 at Sibsagar senior member Sunil Nath claimed ULFA to be connected to the incident at Moran. He further advocated the formation of Ex-ULFA Coordination Committees in every districts stressing the need to create a security infrastructure by the members themselves in the context of the recent attacks. He also claims the formation of a Coordination Committee in Sibsagar district and appealed to all members to form such committees in their respective district levels as demanded by the situation. In the press conference Mr Nath appealed to the Supreme Court to probe into the Moran incident and other recent attacks on the SULFA members. He further appealed the govt to issue license to carry arms to all the members in place of the present 17 licenses only. 

ULFA Trying To Establish New Sophisticated Camps In Border Areas Of Assam, Heavy Operations Feared To Start In July
Guwahati : ULFA and NDFB might come up with fresh and massive operations in July in reaction against the new state govt's initiating no step for discussion regarding the insurgency problem. Police feels that the banned organisations might attack some particular political party leaders besides attacking SULFA members and the security forces and police personnel. Police suspects that the organisations might resort to mass violence in order to press the govt to initiate talk. ULFA has already expressed its willingness to come to talks through a few political leaders as mediators.

Naga People Live In Their Own Land, Whatever They Demand Is Nagaland : Muivah
Bangkok : Naga people do not live in any other's land, they live only in their own land. We are not demanding any one's land but only our own land--says the general secretary of NSCN (IM) Mr T Muivah. He further claims that Nagaland can be defined neither as greater Nagaland nor smaller Nagaland, Nagalim is simply the own land of Naga people. He further says that if the Meitei and Assamese people see the truce extension as something beyond a truce, the organisation cannot help it. He further suspects some political brewing behind the protest against the truce territory extension.

He further claims that the success of the truce depends on the mutual confidence and understanding between the Centre and the organisation. The organisation is trying to evaluate the problems of Nagaland in the context of the other problems of the country and has been trying to come nearer to the Centre. Solution of all the problems might demand much time but the solution of the 53 year long problem must be acceptable to both the sides. He said that if the truce fails to provide acceptable solutions the organisation might resume its earlier path. 

CBI Registers Case Against Wheat Scam
Guwahati : The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) is to register a case into the wheat distribution scam of the state. The state govt has already given its concurrence to proceed with the case to the CBI.

CBI conducted an investigation into the scam in 1998 and found large scale irregularities in distribution of wheat through the Public Distribution System of the state. According to sources, the Centre had provided 31000 metric tonnes of wheat through the PDS during 1994-98 to Assam which was much more than the actual requirements. According to the investigation report, the wheat was to be sold at Rs 2.50 per kg to people living under the poverty line and Rs 4.50 to people living above the line. But a major portion of the wheat was sold in the open market at the rate of Rs 10 per kg. Besides, most of the wheat roller mills in the documents were fictitious and the wheat was directly sold in the open market.

AMSU Rejects Review Of The Truce
Imphal : The All Manipur Students' Union has criticised certain political parties demanding review of the cease fire extension of the Centre with NSCN(IM). The Union has decided to continue its agitation till the cease fire is completely withdrawn from Manipur. The Union claims that people of Manipur has lost their confidence upon the political leaders. It appealed the Centre to give assurance in writing to the leaders of NGOs, social organsations and other groups of the state that the cease fire will be withdrawn completely from the state. 

Assam's Annual Plan Fixed
New Delhi : Annul Plan for Assam for the year 2001-2002 has been fixed at Rs 1710 cr against last year's allocation of Rs 1520 cr on June 22. C M Mr Tarun Gogoi had discussion with K C Pant, Deputy Chairman of Planning Commission and discussed about various factors responsible for economic backwardness of the state. In the context of the economic problems he appealed for adequate financial grants. He further said that it is not possible to increase the revenue of the state without additional taxes.

Mr Pant pointed out that the debt servicing burden of the state will increase significantly during 2003-2006. He also asserted that unless drastic measures are taken to curtail administrative expenditures and to raise revenues it will be difficult for the state to be financially healthy.

Gogoi Demands Review of The Cease-fire Extension
New Delhi : Tarun Gogoi has demanded the Centre to review its decision to extend cease fire with NSCN (I-M) to Assam. He has been appealing the Centre not to include Assam into the truce territory as it might encourage insurgency activities in the state. He of course welcomes cease fire in Nagaland but would not appreciate it in Assam. He pointed out that NSCN had been having nexus with ULFA and operating stealthily in Assam, and the extension will only strengthen their movements in the state.

Bhutan Shooting Every Corner To Flush Out Ultras
Guwahati : Bhutan has already started providing special training to more than 200 Royal Bhutan Army personnel in order to curb the activities of the insurgent groups operating from different hideouts of the country. The team will first start its operation in the southern part of the country. Besides ULFA and NDFB, the Adivasi Cobra Force has set up their base camps in the country which is effecting not only the security matters of the country, but also the economy as the groups have been resorting to extortion. The Royal Bhutan Army will do everything to boost its quality and quantity to meet with the situation.

News on 24th June '2001
Moran Massacre : ULFA - NSCN(K) Suspected Behind The Act 

Dibrugarh : State Home Minister Mr Pradyut Bordoloi on June 22 visited the Polo Club at Moran where unidentified gunmen took lives of 12 SULFAs, injuring at least 20 others. He feels that even at the first sight the incident becomes clear to be triggered by ULFA. But he also suspects a joint hand of ULFA and NSCN (K) behind the act. He suspects NSCN(K) because, as reported, some of the assailants spoke in Nagamese.

This major genocide, significantly within a fortnight of the lifting of Army from Sibsagar, Dibrugarh and Jorhat districts, has prompted a section of people to claim the administrative system of the state to be weak.

Mr Bordoloi reviewed the security arrangements for SULFA members in Upper Assam districts. SULFA have also complained that the attitude of the new government in the state has jeopardized their personal security arrangements. The minister assured SULFA of maximum security arrangements possible.

Mr Bordoloi also said that no one will be allowed to take law onto one's own hand. Army might be re-installed into the three districts if it becomes necessary. It is not possible to provide with personal security to each and every SULFA members, but if someone contacts the govt for security arrangement, the govt will consider it.

Tea Industry Expresses Confusion Over The Massacre
Moran : The tea industry of the state is confused as to how the Polo Club at Moran could be used by organisations not connected to tea. How the Sibsagar SULFA got the permission to hold a meeting at the club is a matter of controversy. Moreover it is surprising why should Sibsagar SULFA members hold a meeting in Dibrugarh district. Convenor of the meeting Mridul Phukan claimed to inform Sibsagar police about the meeting, but why should he inform only the Sibsagar S P regarding a meeting which was held in Dibrugarh district. All these have put the entire matter into confusion.

A planter, however, thinks that SULFA has forcibly used the club which is hired out only to tea-related organisations. It is also a matter of confusion how the gunmen came to know the details about the meeting.

New SULFA Coordination Committee Formed
Guwahati : The recent attacks have created a panic among SULFA members regarding their security. At the advent of the heavy operation met upon SULFA at Moran, the SULFAs of Kamrup district have formed a SULFA Coordination Committee on June 22. Sunil Nath and Sailen Konwar Dutta has been appointed as the chief convenors while Goutom Das, Pratap Das and Nirmal Boro are convenors.

Jayanta Hazarika Expresses Guilt
Sibsagar : Senior SULFA leader Jayanta Hazarika on June 22 admitted that SULFA had coordinated the security forces in their operation against ULFA. He expressed that SULFA were compelled to cooperate even against their will. In a press conference he admitted the fact and expressed his guilt for this. He also hoped that the general people and ULFA will forgive the act. 

Controversy over extension of NSCN truce offer to other states  

GUWAHATI: Though the Government of India saved the ongoing peace talks with the National Socialist Council of Nagalim (Issac-Muivah faction ) by extending the area of cease fire to cover the entire country, the move angered the other state Governments of the North Eastern region . The NSCN had been demanding that the area under cease fire cover should be extended to the entire North Eastern region and as the Central Government failed to do so because of the strong opposition from the other State Governments of the region, the NSCN even threatened to pull out of the ongoing peace talks. Ultimately, bowing to the pressure from the rebel group and in the interest of keeping the peace talks going, the Government of India, despite the opposition from the Governments of the other NE states, announced its decision to extend the area under cease- fire to cover the entire country. Though the Union home Ministry tried to allay the fear of the other NE states by maintaining that the Government of India managed to impose stringent guidelines on the Naga outfit, the other state Governments of the region are not assured and they expressed fear that the extension of the area under cease-fire would result in escalation of violence in the entire region. The Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi strongly opposed the move to extend the area under cease-fire beyond the boundary of Nagaland and expressed apprehension that the move of the Government of India would complicate matters for Assam. Mr Gogoi expressed apprehension that the NSCN might now provide shelter to the members of the other militant outfits operating in Assam in their camps. He said that according to evidence available with the Government, the NSCN was involved in the recent attack on the Assam Rifles Personnel in Namdang area of Tinsukia district of Assam, which resulted in the death of nine security personnel. He said that Assam is already reeling under the problem of insurgency and extension of the truce area would only complicate matters for the trouble-torn state. Mr Gogoi pointed out that the Government of India did not take the Government of Assam into confidence before taking the decision and the move would never be acceptable to the Assam Government. He asserted that the NSCN would not be allowed to set up any camp inside the State. "We will not allow any NSCN member to indulge in any criminal activity inside Assam", he asserted. Over the years, the security forces involved in counter-insurgency operations in Assam has been maintaining that the NSCN was providing shelter and other help to the militants belonging to the Dima Halong Daogah (DHD) and the United Peoples Democratic Solidarity (UPDS). These two outfits are active in the two hill districts of Assam and the security forces maintained that the NSCN cadres were involved in some of the operations of these outfits. However, the NSCN had time and again denied such allegations. Interestingly, the leader of the main opposition party in Assam and former Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta has refused to give any comment on the controversial issue, may be because the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) is now an alliance partner of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). Meanwhile, the Centre's move received widespread condemnation from different political parties and organisations in Manipur and jointly started a 66 hour general strike from the midnight of June 15 in protest against the Centre's move, which paralysed the entire state. Though the Centre saved the process of talks by extending the area under cease-fire, the move may backfire because the decision was taken without taking the other states into confidence and there is also a possibility of the other state governments opposing the move jointly as such a move is favoured by the Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi. 

Ramanuj Dutta Choudhury
All CAs Can Pursue Ph.D. Under Any University Directly - Tax Revenues Should Be Raised Through CAs and Tax Consultants, ICAI Chairman In The City
Guwahati : Are you a Chartered Accountant (CA) or an aspirant for Chartered Accountancy ? If yes, you have a good news. All CA s can now pursue Ph.D. degree under any Indian university directly as the FCA degree has been considered a post-graduate one.

'All statutory universities have to recognise CA qualifications after graduation as a post-graduate degree in Commerce for the purpose of registration under Ph.D. programme as per the intimation of Association of Indian Universities,' said Debashis Mitra, the first Assam-based CA to be the Chairman of the Institute of Charted Accountants of India (ICAI), Eastern India Regional Council, Kolkata, in a seminar held here on June 17.

He also averred that in case any university refuses to register the CAs for Ph.D. fulfilling the above stated qualifications, they can write to the following persons for appropriate action.

(i) Shri K B Powar, Secretary General, Association of Indian Universities, 16, Kotol Marg, New Delhi- 110002 Phone : 011-3236105 Fax : 011-3232131 E-mail : ain@del2.vsnl.net.in

(ii) Shri A K Agarwal, Secretary, University & H.S. Boards Liaison Committee, The Institute of Chartered Accountants of India, C- 1, Sector - I, Noida - 210301,Phone : 0118- 4551279, Fax : 0118- 4552641 E-mail : icainoda@del 2vsnl.net.in

Regarding the vital role of CAs in widening the revenue base of Assam in particular and the North-east in general, Mitra asserted that the state government would be urged to utilise CAs and Tax Consultants in raising tax revenue in Assam.

'The CAs are ready to cooperate with the Tarun Gogoi- led Assam Government in audits and accounts,' he said.

That is, Gogoi can rope in more local professionals like CAs and Tax Consultants, including auditors, in the state's economy to empower the revenue base; which is very crucial for the financial health here in the state.

'We are going to submit a memorandum to the Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi on August 3, 2001. We will urge him to maximise the utility of the CAs working in the state in order to raise more and more revenue for tackling the current financial crisis of the state government,' he informed.

Mitra also pointed out that the state government can introduce municipal audit on the line of West Bengal in concert with the local auditors.

'We will urge Mr. Gogoi to take the help of CAs in "efficient functioning" of the government i.e., the CAs are going to play a pivotal role in governance,' he hoped.

Commenting on the cash-starved sick PSUs in the state, he said that the government would be urged to prepare the accounts of weak state undertakings at the earliest. The CAs can contribute a lot in this sphere with their professional background, he remarked.

He expressed his views while addressing a seminar on 'Companies Amendment Act, 2000 and Emerging Trends in Corporate Governance' in Guwahati on June 17, 2001.

Addressing the workshop, Amarjit Chopra, Chairman of Corporate Law Committee and Central Council Member, ICAI, New Delhi said that the auditors should send recommendations or complaints directly to the Registrar of Companies, not through the ICAI. Speaking at the ceremony Kolkata- based FCA Santanu Ghosh pointed to a number of 'loopholes' in the Companies Amendment Act, 2001. According to him, the Department of Company Affairs, should address the lacunae in the Act.

A K PAUL 

News on 22nd June '2001
12 SULFA Men Gunned Down Leaving Another 20 Injured 

Moran : Posing a serious threat to the law and order situation of the state, 12 surrendered ULFA men in Moran in Dibrugarh district were gunned down by suspected ULFA militants on June 21, while 20 others could survive with serious injury. The SULFA men were having a meeting at the Moran Polo Club, about 3kms away from Moran town. According to sources, about 50 SULFA men of Sibsagar district accumulated for the meeting called by senior SULFA member Samar Kakati alias Mridul Phukan. The meeting scheduled to be held at 11am could not start its agenda till 11-45 as some senior members did not arrive at time. While discussions were on, suddenly an 8-member group with their mouths wrapped with black cloth came out of a gray coloured Maruti Zen and a white Maruti Van in the club campus. At first, they hurled a hand grenade into the hall and shot dead the 3 SULFA men those were outside the hall. 3 gunmen fired blindly inside the hall while 5 others fired from outside. The 10-minute long action was so swift that those who survived could only count the 8 gunmen. While they were leaving the spot Mridul Phukan's car drove in. Militants fired at the car but Phukan was not inside as the car was returning from Mohanbari Airport dropping Phukan, who left for Delhi earlier in the morning. 12 members died on the spot including one gunned down in the lavatory.

Significant that Mridul Phukan who reportedly called the meeting under the banner of Asom Jatiya Mahasabha was himself absent from the meeting. He left reportedly for his urgent engagement in Delhi directing Bulu Tati Chiring to supervise the meeting which he himself was scheduled to preside. 

Police and Army have launched a massive manhunt in the district assisted by CRPF in Sibsagar district.

The dead have been identified as Khirod Gogoi (Betbari), Sushen Shyam (Sapekhati), Mohi Baruah (Patsaku), Biren Gogoi and Molin Chutia (Singhadowar), Ajit Changmai, Hareshar Gohain and Manuj Agarwala(Dimow), Jiten Sharma (Gogamokh), Gafaruddin Bora (Japisajoa) Paresh Bharali (Banmokh) and Parag Rajkonwar (Lakua).

Killing Condemned By SULFA Leader
Dibrugarh : Top SULFA leader Saurabh Gogoi thinks ULFA to be behind the attack upon SULFA men at Moran. He condemned the killing of 12 SULFA members saying that ULFA has once again exhibited its 'fascist character by its brutality'. He also said that killings can not serve any purpose. He appealed to the state govt to take necessary steps to curb this type of violence which threatens the law and order situation of the state.

SULFA Killing : Police Was Not Informed About The Meeting
Army Alerted In Upper Assam
Guwahati : The state govt has alerted Army in Upper Assam in the context of the massacre met upon SULFA men. State Home Minister Mr Pradyut Bordoloi said that he has already directed police and security forces to launch a manhunt in the area. He said that govt is keeping a close watch.

Mr Bordoloi also revealed that police was not at all informed about the meeting. Neither the local police station nor the SP of Sibsagar district was in prior informed about SULFA's plan to hold a meeting involving so many members at Moran, and police can not be blamed for the incident. If police were informed security measures could have been provided.

ULFA Denies Responsibility
Guwahati : ULFA is not connected in anyway to the recent attack on SULFA men at Moran in which 12 were gunned down on the spot, clarifies the commander-in-chief of ULFA Mr Paresh Baruah. Baruah feels that the incident is the result of internal conflicts and difference of opinion within SULFA men themselves. He further points out that the difference of opinion continuing between Jugal Kishor Mahanta and Mridul Phukan is the root of the incident. He said that it must be the act of Jugal K Mahanta and his associates. ULFA is in no way connected to it.

SULFA Promises Revenge
We won't Spare, We will revenge : Mridul Phukan
Guwahati : 'We won't bear this type of attack. We will surely take revenge', reacting to the attack upon SULFA men at Moran, Mridul Phukan alias Samar Kakati said thus. Significant that though Mr Phukan called the meeting at the Polo Club at Moran, he kept himself absent. He said that he left for Delhi on his wife's medical grounds. He said that he won't spare the culprit behind the act and will surely take revenge.

In contrary to State Home Minister Mr Pradyut Bordoloi's claim that police was not informed about the meeting, Phukan said that he himself informed the Sibsagar district police in a formal application to Sibsagar district SP Mr T P Singh on June 20. He further added that if police and Dispur authorities donot provide security to them, SULFA would take care of themselves.

Permanent State Capital To Be Shifted From Dispur, Proposals To Construct Capital Complex At Chandrapur
Guwahati : The new Congress govt sees no possibility to continue with the state capital at Dispur with the increasing space scarcity. The population growth, scarcity of adequate space and traffic congestion has made it necessary to shift the capital to some other locality. The govt's stand was made clear by PWD minister Mr Sarat Borkataki. For constructing a permanent capital complex the new govt has been looking for adequate land space in the Chandrapur area of the city. However, the exact location has not yet been fixed. The capital will be shifted as soon as the place is fixed.

Significantly, the former AGP government decided to construct the Rs 1800 crore permanent capital complex at Dispur. The new govt is re-examining the steps taken by the erstwhile govt to construct it at Dispur. Noteworthy that the AGP govt has already started constructing the Secretariat Bhawan included in the Capital complex, and already 60 pillars have been put in the area evacuating at least 300 residences and uprooting many a number of trees. Rs 3 crore has already been issued to Hindustan Steel Constructor Limited for the completed work. Now in this context if the capital is shifted away from Dispur, the new govt might face much criticism and hurdles.

High Court Interferes APSC Appointment, 70 ACS Appointments Restrained
Guwahati : The Gauhati High Court, following a complaint lodged by a non-selected candidate regarding anomalies in the selection procedure, has restrained appointments of 70 out of 89 recently selected Assam Civil Service candidates. The High Court had earlier ordered an inquiry into the allegation and the report placed before Justice J N Sharma revealed serious anomalies in the marks awarded to the 70 candidates. It was found that marks were given even for wrong answers. Besides, answer script of one candidate has 42 pages, which is simply impossible to cover up within the time alloted in the examination. Besides, there were certain pages without the signature of the invigilator. These pages have been suspected to be added afterwards. On the other hand, answer scripts of many candidates have answers written in different handwritings indicating that some other have added to the answers. 19 candidates who had genuine answer scripts have been appointed while appointments of other 70 have been canceled.

New Vigilance Commissioner Appointed
Guwahati : The former Assam Chief Secretary T K Kamilla has been appointed as the Chief Vigilance Commissioner of the state govt. The new post has been created by Tarun Gogoi ministry in order to remove corruption from all levels of the administration modeled after the Central Vigilance Commission. 

Tension in Kokrajhar : 4 injured in ULFA Attack, Hardcore NDFB Militant Killed In Police Firing
Kokrajhar : Suspected ULFA militants injured 4 persons firing indiscriminately at Tamarhat Bazar in Gossaigaon on June 20. The militants also kidnapped the son of a businessman from the market. According to police sources a group of suspected ULFA militants kidnapped Jelmal Malu, son of a hardware store owner Mangilal Malu, at the gunpoint in the evening and while leaving the place they fired indiscriminately at the public injuring at least 4.

On the other hand, in an encounter with the district police and NDFB militants at Thuribari near Halkusha hill area of the border area of Kokrajhar district, one hardcore militant was killed. The killed has been identified as Neelkamal and a foreign made pistol, a Chinese made grenade and much ammunition and documents were recovered.

Tension Continues In Manipur
Imphal : Indefinite curfew in the three districts for the fourth day on June 21 kept Manipur tense. All Manipur Student Union announced boycott of the state MPs and MLAs. According to police the situation is tense in spite of the curfew.

News on 21st June '2001
Centre Won't Allow Any More NSCN(I-M) Camps In The State 

New Delhi : The Union Govt clarified that the NSCN(I-M) will not be allowed to set up any new camps in Nagaland without the permission of the Cease-fire Monitoring Group. The spokesman of the Union Home Ministry expressed that there is no plan to permit NSCN(I-M) to establish new camps in the entire Northeast.

Gogoi Suspects Hidden Motives In NSCN(I-M)'s Demand
Guwahati : The Chief Minister of Assam Mr Tarun Gogoi suspects of a 'hidden motive' behind NSCN(I-M)'s demand for extension of cease-fire coverage beyond Nagaland. Since NSCN(I-M)'s activities have been confined within the state, he sees no point in the territorial extension of the cease fire to the entire Northeast. He criticises the Centre for accepting the 'unreasonable demand' of the outfit. He also does not see any point why the Centre is so adamant with the extension against all the protests.

Vigilance Commissioner To Be Appointed to Curb Corruption In The State
Guwahati : The new govt in its attempt to curb corruption in the state is to create a new post of Vigilance Commissioner. This Chief Secretary level officer will be assisted by district level vigilance officers. Anyone can lodge complaints against corruption in any govt department to respective district level vigilance officer. Assam CM Tarun Gogoi announced that Right to Information Bill will be introduced in the next session of the State Assembly in order to bring transparency in govt functioning.

City Police Reshuffled
Guwahati : In a fresh reshuffle in the state police, Additional SP of the city Mr Prasanta Kr Dutta has been transferred and posted as Deputy Commandant of Commando Battalion. Raunak Ali Hazarika, on deputation to OIL, has been posted in Mr Dutta's place. Beside that, DSPs of three police stations of the city have been transferred. DSP of Chandmari police station Mr N I Laskar has been replaced by Bedanta Rajkhowa. DSP of Dispur police station Sapan Dasgupta has been replaced by Nazira Sub-divisional Police Officer Mr H Nath. DSP of Panbazar police station Prabhat Singh has also been transferred by the same order.

Tiger Force Once Again Occupies Headline, Assam Bandh Called
Guwahati : Once again after a long gap Tiger Force has made its presence felt. The organisation made ripples in the press by accepting the responsibility of the massacre upon Hindi-speaking people in the state towards the end of the last year. Now it has come up with its call of Assam Bandh in protest against the territorial extension of truce of Centre with NSCN (I-M). Fax press releases undersigned by the same self-styled commander of the organisation Pulin Raidangia have been sent to newspaper offices. The organisation has called a 24-hour Assam Bandh on June 22 against the extension calling it a grave conspiracy of the Centre.

NSCN Has Started Extortion, Encroachment In Assam - 98 Naga Villages Established in Golaghat
Golaghat : After the declaration of cease-fire, NSCN activists have started free movement in the 'A', 'B' and 'C' Sectors of the border areas of Golaghat district. NSCN was continuing its large scale encroachment and extortion in this areas which they declared to be within the territory of the 'Independent Nagaland'. Now that Assam has been included in the truce territory, their operations have gained momentum. They have even started roaming about displaying their arms.

The 125 km land of Golaghat district which has been included in the 'Independent Nagaland' has been reigned by terror due to the recent movements. According to govt sources, 98 Naga villages have been established on the encroached land out of which 34 are in 'sector A', 43 in 'sector B', 11 in 'sector C' and 10 in 'sector D'.

News on 20th June '2001
Manipur Still Rocked By Violence 

Imphal : Indefinite curfew is on in Manipur following mass violence in protest against the inclusion of parts of Manipur within the Centre-NSCN(I-M) truce territory. According to official sources, effigies of Central and NSCN(I-M) were burnt in Bishenpur district and also in Thoubal district during the 2-hour curfew relaxation.

The All Manipur Students' Union (AMSU) and All Manipur United Clubs' Organisation (AMUCO) have said that such agitation will continue till the withdrawal of the cease-fire. AMSU alongwith four other organisations has threatened 60 MLAs and 3 MPs of severe action if they do not resign within 24-hours yesterday. While in New Delhi both the factions of Manipur State Congress Party has withdrawn support from the NDA at the Centre.

BJP yesterday rejected the demand for review of the Centre's decisions to extend cease-fire beyond Nagaland. Central officials have already arrived here to assess the situation.

Centre asserted yesterday that the extension of cease-fire will in no way affect the territorial integrity of any North-Eastern state as has been doubted.

3 Killed In Landslide In The City
Guwahati : Landslide took lives of three daily-wage labourers and injured two others at East Gotanagar under Jalukbari police station yesterday. According to police sources, one Tirtha Thakuria appointed five labourers to dig up illegally the slope of a hillock. While digging yesterday a portion of the hillock came down and took the lives.

Results of HSLC and AHM Exams Declared,
Guwahati : The results of the High School Leaving Certificate (HSLC) and Assam High Madrassa (AHM) examinations, 2001, conducted by Board of Secondary Education Assam (SEBA) were declared yesterday. The pass percentages have been 33.27 and 28.30 respectively. Out of the total 1,67,295 HSLC candidates, 55,670 were successful of which 7,237 got 1st division, 16,292 got 2nd division while 32,141 got 3rd division.

Total 47 candidates have shared the first 20 positions in HSLC exam. The top five positions went to vernacular medium schools located outside Guwahati city, except one student from a city-based school got fifth position. Significantly, Guwahati Don Bosco which had been exhibiting excellent performance throughout the past years, has this time failed to have a single candidate in the top ten list. Contrarily, candidates of Tezpur, Bihpuria, Tinsukia, Namrup, Nalbari etc. areas have performed better. Arijit Phukan of Lohit Dikrong Higher Secondary School of Bihpuria in Lakhimpur district secured the 1st position in HSLC exam with total 546 marks (letter marks in Assamese, English, General Science, General Maths, Social Studies and Advanced Maths)

On the other hand, out of 3,483 AHM candidates 986 were successful, of which 36 got 1st division, 235 got 2nd div and 715 got 3rd div. Sureiya Sultana of Santipukhuri High Madrassa of Santipukhuri has secured the 1st position in AHM exam with total 456 marks (letter marks in General Science, General Maths and Social Studies).

ULFA Invites Distinguished Personalities to Bhutan For Talks
Guwahati : ULFA's publicity secretary Mithinga Daimary has reportedly invited a section of distinguished personalities of the state to Bhutan reportedly to have some special discussion. Mr Daimary has contacted these persons over telephone and through letters. No detail of the topic for discussion, however, has been intimated. The organisation has repeatedly assured the invited persons of having no evil intention behind the invitation. Mr Daimary, reportedly, has contacted these persons including certain leading personalities of the city, distinguished officers and student leaders first over telephone and then through formal letters.

Significantly, ULFA has of late expressed its willingness to have talks with the new state govt of Assam through certain govt officers. The govt appreciates the move and does not want to thwart the organisation with negative answers. A section of people thinks ULFA's recent invitation to the distinguished personalities is connected to the Govt-ULFA growing amity. 

News on 19th June '2001
Mass Protest Against Cease-Fire Extension, Manipur Assembly Secretariat Torched, 13 Shot Dead, Indefinite Curfew Clamped 

Imphal : On the last day of the 66-hour Manipur bandh yesterday called by 83 organisations including All Manipur Students' Union in protest against the extension of the truce territory with NSCN(I-M) to parts of Manipur, angry mob indulged in wide spread arson and put the Manipur Assembly and Secretariat Bhawan to fire. 13 persons were killed in police firing and at least 50 injured. Indefinite curfew has been imposed in three districts- Imphal East, Imphal West and Thoubal - since 1 pm yesterday. Police opened fire when protesting mob torched the Assembly and Chief Minister's Secretariat, Speaker's bunglow, 15 official residences of MLAs, political party offices and destroyed over hundreds of govt vehicles. Reportedly, the speaker was also attacked with serious injury in the head, residences of the Union Minister T C Singh and former Deputy Chief Minister L C Singh were put to fire. The demonstrators shouted slogans appealing not to break up Manipur.

Police and other security forces of reserve battalions have been deployed in all important points. The Centre has already sent additional para-military forces to the state.

Muivah Clarifies : Truce Has No Connection With Greater Nagaland Demand
Bangkok : NSCN (I-M) general secretary T Muivah yesterday clarified that the cease-fire agreement of the organisation with Central Govt has nothing to do with the Greater Nagaland demand comprising of all Naga inhabited areas, atleast for the time being. He said, 'The cease-fire is a cease-fire... at the moment it has nothing to do with territories.' He appealed to all Manipuries to see the event as a ceasefire only and nothing else. 

Bhutan Strict Against Ultras, Urges Ultras To Vacate Camps
Guwahati : Bhutan Home Minister Mr Lyonpo Thinley Gyamtsho urged all the militant outfits taking shelter in Bhutan to vacate the camps scattered in the southern part of the country worried over the insurgency problem. He has already held discussion with NDFB leaders and urged them to leave the country, which the latter has reportedly refused. The matter was discussed in the eight plan mid-term review meeting held in Gasadzong in which the farmers attending the meeting expressing concern over the insurgency situation in the southern region of the nation and suggested initiating stringent action against the militants. 

Govt To Ban Import of Mekhela Chadar
Guwahati : The new govt will ban import of Mekhela Chadar along with Gamosas, from outside the state. The former govt banned the import of Gamosas from outside and it will be continued. Dr Hemaprabha Saikia, the state Handloom, Textile and Fishery minister expressed so in a press meeting yesterday. She further says that the new govt will take every step to enhance the production of Gamosas in the state so as to meet the demand. Besides, dresses made from Eri and Muga will be popularised. The govt will arrange training and fund for this purpose. The fishery industry will also be developed with supply of better variety of fishes.

Increasing Demand For Mekhela Chadar In Kolkata
Guwahati : The traditional Assamese dress, Mekhela Chadar made of Pat and Muga, crossing its territorial boundary has gathered an unprecedented respect and appreciation in Kolkata. Significantly, Muga and Pat Mekhela Chadars have replaced Saris as high society formal and cultural dress. The state Minister of Handloom and Textile, Dr Hemoprabha Saikia has herself witnessed the fact and was pleased to see the growing demand. This is a good news, she comments, for the Assamese weavers. A section of Assamese people, however, feels that just like in the case of Gamosas if some organisations from outside of Assam start production to meet the growing demand at lower price, the dress will loose its quality and appreciation. 

ULFA in Nalbari District, Police and Security Forces Kept Alert, 144 Imposed
Guwahati : Many a ULFA groups are reported to enter into the Assam border recently under the guidance of a number of senior ULFA leaders. Divided into small groups these militants have already taken shelter in different areas of Nalbari district. The district authorities have already imposed Section 144 in the district as a precaution against any untoward situation. Police Commandos, CRPF and Army jawans have been made alert throughout the district. Reportedly, ULFA has started entering the district right from the time of Assembly polls and the frequency has increased of late.

Results of H S Arts and Commerce Streams Declared
Guwahati : Results of the Higher Secondary Examination, 2001, for the Arts and Commerce streams conducted by the Assam Higher Secondary Education Council was declared yesterday. In Arts streams, out of 1,00,751 candidates appeared, 49,228 have passed, the pass percentage is 48.86 against last year's 42.25.

In Commerce stream out of the 6,727 students appeared 3,964 have passed, pass percentage being 58.93 against last year's 56.29.

Significantly, girls have performed better than boys in both the streams. Among the 15 candidates in Arts stream securing the top ten positions, 10 are girls, while out of the 7 Commerce candidates securing the top 5 positions 6 are girls. Minakshi Borgohain (Lakhimpur Girls' College) has secured 1st position in Arts and Sanju Kumari Sharma (Gauhati Commerce College) secured the 1st position in Commerce stream. Besides, candidates of the colleges of the Guwahati city have been outshone by those of other area of the state.

New Division of Education Department For Upper Assam, HQ at Jorhat
Guwahati : Necessary steps have already been initiated to set up divisional offices of Education Department for Upper Assam in response to Mr Tarun Gogoi's announcement about it. Accordingly, the tree directorates of Education - elementary, higher and secondary education- will be bifurcated to create an Upper Assam division with jurisdiction over 8 districts of Sonitpur, Jorhat, Golaghat, Dhemaji, Sibsagar, North Lakhimpur, Tinsukia and Dibrugarh with the divisional headquarters at Jorhat. State Higher Education Secretary Mr Ashotosh Sengupta clarified that no new appointments will be made in this regard and the existing employees of the department will be put to work in the divisional headquarters on pro-rata basis and no new infrastructure will be created. 

MASS Submits List Of 277 Cases Of Secret Killing To The CM
Guwahati : Manab Adhikar Sangram Samiti (MASS) has submitted a list of 277 'secret killing' cases in addition to a complaint letter regarding the assassination of its founder member and noted journalist Parag Kumar Das to the state Chief Minister. It has also submitted a formal complaint regarding 4 'secret killings' that took place during the AGP tenure. Mr. Gogoi assured speedy investigation of the cases and that the govt would not use 'secret killing' as a counter-insurgency pool.

Water Logging Causing Hygienic Problems In Sipajhar
Sipajhar : The unplanned construction of roads and extensive encroachment in the entire Sipajhar area have caused water logging and pollution, which in turn have spread diseases like gastro-enteritis, viral hepatitis etc. The water stagnation has also led to unhygienic situation and breeding of mosquitoes spreading malaria and other water-borne diseases. The poor water supply and bad sanitation sense of the people have added to the problem. 

News on 18th June '2001
Reaction Against Truce Extension 

Guwahati : The recent declaration of cease-fire extension to National Socialist Council of Nagalim (I-M) has aroused different reactions among different parties. The Chief Minister of Assam Mr Tarun Gogoi, who has been depreciating the territorial extension to include Assam, expressed his intolerance to the former CM Mr Prafulla K Mahanta when he came to know from Arunachal Pradesh CM Mr Mukut Mithi that Mr Mahanta agreed to cover Assam in the truce territory in his meeting with PM A B Vajpayee last month. Mr Mahanta, however, conveyed to the Centre that the opinion of the new state government should be taken in this regard. Mr Gogoi revealed that he has decided not to seek additional Central forces to the state as it might signal the acceptance of the cease fire agreement.

On the other hand the state unit of Bharatia Janata Party (BJP) expressed that it has conformity with the Centre's decision of cease fire and has nothing to oppose. Mr Prafulla K Mahanta of AGP too considers the move appropriate and remained silent over the present controversy regarding it.

Tension In Assam-Nagaland Border
Guwahati : In the context of the extension of the truce area between the Centre and NSCN(I-M), the state government has tightened security measures in the Naga inhabited areas of Assam. Golaghat district authorities have shown special concern regarding this as the district has been suffering much from the previous inter-state border problem, and additional security personnel have been deployed in the Sarupathar area of the district. There is also news of NSCN(I-M) putting up new camps in the border area of the district, though no official complaint has been filed. Significantly, right from its inception, NSCN has been enjoying influence in the Golaghat, Jorhat, Sibsagar, Karbi Anglong and North Cachar districts. All these have aroused much tension in the border areas of the districts. 

BJP Criticises Congress Govt - BJP's Alliance With AGP Is Sure To Strap 

Guwahati : In a press meeting held in the city, BJP state executive criticised the ongoing Congress govt for its inaction during the one month of its being in power. It alleged that the new govt has only given assurance during the whole 30 days. It terms Congress govt to be unworthy and opportunistic, pointing out the recent price hike in essential commodities and the degrading law and order situation. The executive also suggested the Centre of offering cease fire to ULFA and NDFB and of resuming talk with BLT. A team of BJP members will go soon to New Delhi to discuss with Centre in this regard.

On the other hand, regarding BJP alliance with AGP, a section of BJP leaders hinted at BJP's contesting the forthcoming Panchayat election all on itself. According to party sources, the BJP Central committee has directed the state executive to take the final decision regarding continuation of alliance with AGP and the matter will be finalised in the second state executive meeting to be held in the early part of August. Most of the leaders hinted at their not being keen to continue with AGP.

Gogoi Is Not Likely To Expand His Cabinet Before By-Poll
Titabor : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi is not likely to expand his Cabinet before the by-poll of Titabor LAC. According to reliable sources, though Gogoi promised to expand his Cabinet soon after his oath taking, but owing to the large number of aspirants, he has kept the matter pending for the time being and would expand it only after the by-poll in Titabor is over. Besides, though Gogoi was interested to expand the Cabinet soon, but he had to postpone it at the suggestion of Central leader in charge of Assam Mr Kamal Nath and a few senior leaders.

Higher Secondary (Arts and Commerce Stream) Results Today
Guwahati : Results of the Higher Secondary (Arts and Commerce stream), conducted by the Assam Higher Secondary Education Council, is to be declared today at 11 am in all the district headquarters towns of the state. 

News on 17th June '2001
Kokrajhar Forests Have Turned Into Criminal Dens, Wood Costing Lacs of Rupees Left Uncared In Police Stations 

When Will Forest Department's Eye Open ?
Kokrajhar : Haltugaon and Kachugaon forests of Kokrajhar district have turned a den of wood thieves and poachers. Of late the hideouts of the militant groups have further intensified the mafia-raj in the forests. Both the forests have turned the centres for unaccountable misdeeds and crimes, which the state forest department officers and employees have but to bear with helplessly. Serphanguri police station has recently seized much timber and tree trunks from inside the forest, ready to be smuggled out. Significantly, the forest department has left the seized timbers where the police has dumped it till date leaving the wood worthing around Rs 25 lac to be worn out and damaged. Kachujan police station has also much dumped wood in its campus untouched by the forest department.

CBI To Step Into The State Health Ministry
Guwahati : CBI has stepped into the State Health Ministry to probe the alleged scandal relating to purchase and distribution of mosquito nets in the state during the erstwhile ministry. The scandal came to light when the Health Ministry under the new government went for distribution of mosquito nets in the wake of malaria in the state.

Though malaria has taken lots of lives in the state, the State Health Department has failed to take any succesful precautionary step. When there should have been massive distribution of nets, lacs of mosquito nets are being kept dumped in the department. Significantly, Central Govt has ordered not to move a single net from place. Between January to April, 2001, during the time of AGP government the Central government granted fund to purchase 5,35,000 mosquito nets to be distributed, and accordingly nets were supplied by the suppliers. But these nets were much lower in quality than what Centre provided for and more surprisingly these nets were never distributed among the mass. Only when the new Health Department went for distribution at the recent wake of malaria in the state, the quality of the nets, which the former government kept hidden, came to the forefront and controversy arose. Suspecting of scandal the Central government put the matter to the CBI. A team of CBI personnel has already arrived in the state and has started investigating. If the case proves, the former Health Minister Dr Kamala Kalita along with many officials and businessmen will come to hard times. 

NSCN(I-M) Cease-Fire Extension Might Prove Detrimental : Gogoi 

Guwahati : The new Chief Minister of Assam Mr Tarun Gogoi once more made clear his stand against the truce extension to NSCN (I-M) without any territorial limit, at Rabindra Bhawan yesterday. He expressed his fear that the organisation taking advantage of the extension might provide cover to militants of other outfits, though this has been signed as a restriction of the pact. He says that evidence of Naga outfits' involvement in the recent attack upon Assam Rifles personnel near Margharita, for which ULFA has claimed responsibility, perhaps proves the internal relation between the two outfit organisations. He feels that the extension might complicate the problems of the insurgency-ridden state with border disputes.

Manipur Opposes The Truce Extension, 66 Hour Bandh Called
Imphal : People of Manipur along with the Progressive Democratic Alliance (PDA) have strongly opposed the extension of the NSCN (IM) cease-fire to parts of Manipur and have appealed the Centre to withdraw it. Significantly, 83 social organisations of the state under the banner of Manipur United Clubs' Organisation have called for 66-hour general bandh, opposing the extension, from midnight of June 15. On the other hand All Manipur Students' Union, in association with NIPCO, AMKIL and UPF, has called for 24 hour bandh from midnight of June 17 against the Centre's decision. The state Governor has already made the Central Home Ministry aware of this. Home Minister L K Advani assured that there was no question of agreeing to anything that would in any way threaten the territorial integrity of Manipur.

Non-bailable Warrant Against Pradeep Hazarika
Shillong : The former Assam Transport Minister Pradeep Hazarika has been subjected to a non-bailable arrest warrant issued by District and Session Judge A V Baralskar for his willful absence before the court here yesterday. Hazarika along with 7 AASU members were accused in the murder of Upper Assam Commissioner Mr E S Parthasarthi in his office in Jorhat long back on April 6, 1981. Next hearing has been fixed on July 10. 

Tarun Gogoi Left For Delhi
Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi has left for New Delhi with a four day long programme. According to reliable sources he has three missions to go with. He is to have discussions regarding economic backwardness of the state, extension of the cabinet and appointment of the new APCC president. He is also to appeal the Centre to provide additional financial assistance to the state. 

News on 15th June '2001
Army Wont Be Withdrawn, Unified Command Will Stay 

Tinsukia : State Home Minister Mr Pradyut Bordoloi said in a press conference that there is no question of withdrawing the Army from the state in the near future and the Unified Command structure will stay. He also appealed to all the insurgent groups of the state to come to the negotiation table to restore peace in the state. Unified Command structure will stay in the state till secret killings and killing of innocent people continues, he said.

Three ULFA Killed, Two Arrested
Dibrugarh : The No 2 Mountain Division of Army has shot down three ULFA militants trained in Myanmar and arrested two others during operation within the last 24 hours yesterday in Dibrugarh and Tinsukia districts. Brigadier B K Dutta briefing the newspersons informed it. Tracing a secret information about ULFA militants hiding in Laina-Dhulijan village under Bordubi police of Dibrugarh district, Army jawans surrounded the village. Militants initiated firing and when Armymen retaliated, 28 Dihing Anchalik unit Second Lieutenant Sunit Neog, Sergeant Major Baba Chetia and Sergeant Kuku Maran died in the encounter. One UMG, one UMG belt box, one AK-56 rifle, one Chinese made grenade, 3 AK-56 magazines, 140 AK series bullets, one radio-set, 2 magazine pouch have been recovered from the spot besides much controversial documents. Army suspects the killed militants to be closely connected with the killing of BJP candidate from Dibrugarh LAC Jayanta Dutta.

On the other hand, Army has arrested two suspected ULFA militants, Bulu Chetia and Nipen Baruah from Chabua and Doomdooma respectively in connection with extortion and kidnapping of Samar Dhanukar, son of Phaban Dhanukar, in April from Doomdooma.

Extensive Corruption In Water Supply Department, Price Shown 300% More Than The Actual
Guwahati : Unfathomable corruption and economic irregularities in the Water Supply department have turned everything in the department defunct. Former Municipality Minister Mr Biraj Sharma along with the directors and officers of the peoples' service department have been reported to leave the exchequer empty to serve their own interests. According to information available, extensive corruption and financial irregularities have made useless the state funds for development activities and loan from Hudco. A scam related to the buying of DI pipes and AC pipes during the time of former directors of Municipality department K C Borthakur and Dimbeshwar Bora with goodwill of the former Municipality minister has recently come to light. Reportedly, the bought commodities were shown to cost even 300% more than the actual price.

CBI raids house premises of passport official
For the first time in the new Century CBI officials raided the residence of a senior passport official at Souravnagar of Guwahati recently. The accused passport (non-gazetted) officer is Binoy Kumar Laskar, an Assistant Officer of the Regional Passport Office, Guwahati.

According to delayed source information, the residence of Laskar was raided following public complaints against him allegedly of charging money as bribe from the applicants. The nodal investigating agency has found 'disproportionate assets' in the residential premise of Laskar last month. Prior to this raid, the Subsidiary Intelligence Bureau (SIB) confirmed the allegations against Laskar.

Talking to this author an intelligence official said that the house of Laskar was raided on May 17, 2001. The CBI found disproportionate property of Rs. 25 lakh in his house. The property consist of both movable and immovable assets and a few of them have been kept under the name of Laskar's spouse, the source said.

Meanwhile, the nodal investigating agency has lodged a case under Section of Prevention of Corruption Act 1988. The suit has been taken to the special court of city. S Chakraborty, a senior Public Prosecutor of CBI and RP Bose, an Investigating Officer are dealing with the case.

Other sources informed that a number of persons have been dissatisfied with Mr. Laskar's practice. 'The people have also brought allegations against Mr. Laskar that he talks in ambiguous terms', that is having inferred meanings of his words. Reportedly, against a passport which can be issued within five weeks costing Rs 300, he demands Rs 1800 to issue it instantly terming the process as 'Tatkaal scheme'. In a sense, when an applicant inquires Laskar about the procedure of issuing a passport, he elaborates it in long winding terms leaving the listener much confused. Ultimately, the naïve applicant, mostly the tribals, pay him Rs 1,800 per passport without knowing the actual procedure of getting the same under ordinary scheme, the specific sources alleged.

Importantly, SIB personnel found a considerable amount of cash when they raided his office table during office hours which he claimed could not be deposited as the cash counter closed that day, the source informed.

At this juncture, it is important to note that a few suits against a few passport officials of the Guwahati office are pending for long. For instances, CBI suits against PS Solabhia of Ahmedabad and I Basumatary are still on. Police officials found a few blank passports from Basumatary long back. He was an LDA of the office. Solabhia has to appear in front of the Special Court of the city on every date of hearing.

Sources informed that the CBI can not directly arrest a Central Government official in certain cases. It has to proceed very cautiously in such cases. Moreover, these accused officials are permanent servants of the Centre and they can't run away, sources said.

It may be recalled here that the Guwahati City SP BD Gupta along with a number of state government officials were held by the CBI two years ago in connection with a case of issuing false verification certificates to a large number of passport applicants. These passport applicants hailed from Dhubri, Goalpara and Karimganj. Certain militant outfits also used the said racket to get passports, sources said.

AK Paul
NSCN (IM) Truce Extended To The Entire Country, Assam Opposes
New Delhi: The Union Govt has extended the term of cease-fire with the National Socialist Council of Nagaland (IM) for the fifth year and the area of cease-fire is to cover the entire country. Disregarding the objections of the North Eastern states the Union Ministry after a two day discussion with NSCN (IM) chairman and general secretary Issac Chisi Swu and Th Muivah declared it. The area extension will be applicable from August 11. Briefing news persons govt emissary K Padmanabhiah said that the cease-fire has no regional limit and all the Naga inhabiting neighbouring states of Nagaland will be included within it. Union Home Secretary Mr. Kamal Pandey when asked about the objections of the Chief Minister of the North Eastern states said that their concern have been taken into account. He said that this is a cease-fire agreement between Govt of India and the NSCN (IM) as two entities without territorial limits. However the issue of NSCN (IM) demand for greater Nagaland did not appear in the discussion. The restrictions imposed upon the banned outfit against cease-fire are that it would not provide shelter to any other North East based militant outfits like ULFA and NDFB, curbing extortion and collection of illegal taxes, no open display of arms etc. Meanwhile, the Union Home Secretary said that all the CMs of the North Eastern states have been informed about the agreement and directed to make arrangements to comply with it. He further reveals that the next round of talks is taking place as early as July end or early August.

The govt of Assam has strongly opposed the Centre's decisions to extend the cease-fire without demarcating territorial boundary and without taking views of Assam CM into account. In a press release CM Tarun Gogoi said that the Centre did not discuss the matter with the state govt prior to the decision. He also feels that the extension might be harmful to the state. The govt of Assam was against the extension right from the beginning and its stand was informed to the Centre. The Centre, however, promised that the cease-fire territory would be limited to Nagaland only. According to Dispur sources Mr. Gogoi is to meet Home Minister L K Advani in New Delhi today and to appeal for a reconsideration of the matter.

On the other hand, All Manipur Student Union also has expressed its discontent with the extension. Hundreds of angry students campaigned against it yesterday evening. The Union is to continue mobilising public opinion against it.

Mr. George Fernandes, former Union Defence Minister and senior Samata Party leader expressed that if the extension is against the interest of Manipuri people, he will surely oppose it.

Violence In The State Continues, 4 Killed
Guwahati : At least Four persons including a Home Guard were reported killed in separate incidents in Nalbari and Sonitpur districts since Wednesday night. Two of the four killed are from Nalbari district. According to police sources a group a unidentified extremists called out Dhurba Talukdar, a Home Guard, from his residence in Bagaribari village near Dhamdhama of the district and shot him dead. One woman was reported to be killed when armymen patrolling the area fired upon the extremist group. The militants, however, managed to escape.

Two persons were reported killed and two others injured when suspected NDFB militants fired blindly at Rangapara market at around 7.30 pm Wednesday. The killed persons are Babulal Barman and Nishir Seikh.

Rabha Hasong Constituted
Guwahati : The state govt today constituted the Rabha Hasong Autonomous Council with Dr. Sarat Rabha as the Chief Executive Member. The council will have 7 executive members and 30 general members. The Rabha Gana Sanmilan, however is not content as Tarun Gogoi appointed Congress leader Dr. Rabha as Chief Executive Member contrary to his assurance to make a member of the Sanmilan the Chief Executive Member before he came to power in last September.

Rs 650 Crore Central Fund Not Utilised Due To Mahanta's Failure
Guwahati : The erstwhile govt led by Prafulla Mahanta has failed to utilise the 650 crore Central fund for Rural Development within the last four years. Central Rural Development Minister M Venkaiah Naidu in a press conference held at LGB Airport in Guwahati informing this said that the state had to loose the fund as it failed to pay the matching share of 25% of the total allocation. He further said that the NE states have failed to utilise the central fund of Rs 324 crore sanctioned during the last year. Total sanction made for the NE states last year was Rs 976 crore. He informed that the proposal to reduce the states' share for the allocations meant for rural development from 25 % to 10% is under consideration and a committee with the NE states ministers will be soon formed to discuss in this regard. He informed that under the PM Gramya Path Yojana Rs 75 cr has already been granted to Assam to improve the roads of the state, and another Rs 75 cr will be sanctioned if the state submits work completion report within July 31. 

News on 14th June '2001
ULFA Wants To Come To The Table, Puts New Conditions For Talk Within July 

Guwahati : After the Congress govt has assumed power, while on one hand ULFA has resorted to violence in the state, on the other hand it has also expressed through mediators its willingness to have talks with the govt. ULFA top authorities are reported to contact some Congress ministers and party leaders. Though the govt has appreciated the move, no official decisions have yet been taken in this regard. As informed by highly placed sources, ULFA has given the ultimatum for clearing the govt's stand regarding the proposal within July. Besides, ULFA has demanded inquiry into the secret killings during the last few years and also has put withdrawal of anti-insurgency operations as a condition for talks. The govt neither wants to thwart ULFAs move nor wants to stop anti-insurgency operations of the security forces. The govt does not want, besides, to offer cease-fire to the banned organisation. On the other hand, security forces want to boost anti-insurgency operations in the context of ULFA's recent attacks upon them.

9 AR Jawans Killed
Tinsukia : Nine Assam Rifles jawans were killed and a Junior Commissioned Officer seriously injured when unidentified militants ambushed them on the road near Namdang Colliery near Assam-Arunachal border at Margherita of Tinsukia district yesterday. The Assam Rifles personnel were reportedly carrying a jawan suffering from malaria to Margherita for treatment. They were coming in a truck from Changlang in AP when they were suddenly fired upon with grenades and UMGs providing the jawans no chance to retaliate. Police sources suspect it to be a joint operation by ULFA and NSCN-K militants as both the organisation have strong base in the border area. The outfits took away arms and ammunitions belonging to jawans and the vehicle was badly damaged. Significantly, it is the biggest militants attack on security personnel in the state after Congress came into power.

J M Lyngdoh Assumes Charge as CEC
New Delhi : James Michael Lyngdoh, a senior IAS officer of 1961 batch, replaced Dr. MS Gill as the new Chief Election Commissioner (CEC). Mr Gill served the nation as the CEC for 8 years. 62 year old Shillong born Lyngdoh is the first person from the North East to occupy the constitutional post. He was appointed as a Election Commissioner in 1997. Mr B B Tendon, secretary in the Ministry of Personnel, took over as the third Election Commissioner.

Three ULFA Men Gunned Down
Guwahati : 3 hard-core ULFA militants, who were identified as Kuku Moran, Baba Chetia and Sumit Neog, suspected to be involved in several crimes were gunned down by Army in an encounter at Dimruhala near Nagajan yesterday. Details are awaiting.

Army Lifted from Sibsagar District
Sibsagar : After 11 years of deployment army has been lifted from Sibsagar district. After Assam was declared a disturbed state in 1990 a number of Army units were deployed in Sibsagar as being the birth place of ULFA, govt had special eye on the district. According to a highly placed source six additional CRPF units will be deployed in the district replacing Army, which will make 13 CRPF units working in the district.

Secretary Commissioner to the CM appointed
Guwahati : Senior IAS officer M G V K Bhanu has been appointed as the Secretary Commissioner to Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi. Mr Bhanu formerly worked in deputation in New Delhi, and right after being appointed here he met the CM in the Janata Bhawan and gathered information about the administrative activities of the state. Significant that the working Secretary Commissioner to the CM Mr P P Verma being connected to much controversy during the AGP regime had to be removed.

Malaria-Jaundice took 110 lives
Sonitpur : Malaria epidemic which has broken out in the state along with Jaundice has claimed at least 110 lives till date alone in Sonitpur district. Reportedly within the last four days in ten villages under Misamari Mauza of the district at least 30 persons have died. Every 3 persons in a family are reported to be effected by Malaria-Jaundice which has turned havoc in the area. The poor medical facilities available in the area has turned short of the demand. 

News on 13th June '2001
NSCN (IM) Truce Talk Begins 

Bangkok : A meeting between leaders of National Socialist Council of Nagalim (I-M) and Govt emissary K Padmanabhaiah is about to be held today in Bangkok to discuss the crucial issue of extending ceasefire coverage. Before this also both the sides have met on May 23 and 24 without coming to a conclusion. Reportedly the outfit will be represented by the general secretary I Muivah and a senior member Rai Singh.

New Govt Promises To Solve Bodoland Issues
Guwahati : The Chief Minister Mr. Tarun Gogoi assured that the new govt will take steps to solve the issues related to Bodoland through discussion with the Centre. A 15-member joint delegation of ABSU, BPAC and BDLP met Mr. Gogoi yesterday in this regard. The group submitted a memorandum requesting Gogoi to initiate resumption of talks between the state govt, Centre and Bodo Liberation Tiger.

Hardcore ULFA Killed In Sadia, One Nabbed In Lakhimpur
Sadia : In an encounter with the Army Mountain Division one hardcore ULFA militant Bilashen Pegu was killed in Karami village of Amarpur near Sadia on Monday. Tracing a secret information a team of Army personnel started a search operation that day. ULFA militants fired at them and Army jawans reiterated and in the encounter that followed the ULFA militant was killed. Arms and ammunitions have been recovered from the spot, details not known till date.

On the other hand hardcore ULFA militant Dhwajen Phukan alias Pranab Lahon has been arrested by Army in Lakhimpur. Mr. Phukan was a member of Agnigarh Anchalik Parishad and was connected to ULFA's operations in Helem and Gohpur, which he has confessed before Army. According to Army sources he has been handed over to police.

Reaction At Shastri's Comment : BJP Is Day-Dreaming
Guwahati : Reacting to the BJP spokesperson Sunil Shastri's claim that the new govt in Assam will go into the wind, the Assam Pradesh Congress Committee comments that after being defeated heavily for having amity with the corrupt AGP, BJP has no other option than to day dream Congress' fall. Congress spokesperson Mr. Ripun Bora in a press release said that BJP has resorted to such self consolidating alternatives after almost lossing its existence in the state. He is confident that Gogoi's leadership will not only bear every responsibility for the people of Assam but will bring all round development to the state. People know the worth of Congress and have voted them to power and in this context Shastri's claim that 25-30 Congress MLAs would join AGP-BJP alliance to form a coalition govt is totally baseless and politically misleading. The release also claims that R K Dhawan's visit to Guwahati on 15th June was fixed much earlier and it does not at all reflect internal conflicts within the party.

No Proposal of Cabinet Extension : Gogoi
Guwahati : Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi does not want to disclose anything regarding extension of his Cabinet, though there have been lots of calculations inside Dispur regarding this. He even rules out any possibility of extension. Mr Gogoi said that the matter has not yet been decided and it would take a little time to have discussion with the High Command for this. However, he hinted of having primary discussion regarding this with the High Command within the next week when he visits New Delhi.

Drishti Rajkhowa In the State - ULFA demands money from 3 former AGP Ministers
Guwahati : During the time of transfer of power in the state, a number of ULFA militants have entered the state from neighbouring Bhutan and have already started their extortion drive in the state. There are reports of huge extortion in Tinsukia, Dibrugarh, Sonitpur, Darrang, Nalbari, Borpeta, Bangaigaon, Goalpara and Dhubri districts. Besides tea gardens, professionals and businessmen, the outfit has also demanded money from persons having close relation with AGP. According to top police sources, ULFA has also demanded huge amount of money from three former AGP Cabinet ministers. The source informes that the former ministers have been provided with tight security. According to the source, commander of ULFA's 'Enigma Unit', Drishti Rajkhowa along with hardcore leaders Heera Sarania and Bhaiti Gogoi have taken shelter in various parts of the state. Police has already started search operation for these three top leaders. 

News on 12th June'2001
CM Invites Investors, Promises Them Of No Red Tape Hassles 

Dibrugarh : Chief Minister of Assam Mr. Tarun Gogoi said at Dibrugarh that his government will arrange for hassle free industrialisation of the state without red tapism. He appealed to the business organisations to offer their suggestions and advice to the government saying that ACS and IAS officers lack practical experience and knowledge in setting up industries. He also advocated decentralisation of power at the block level so that one does not have to run to Dispur for trifles. Mr. Gogoi criticisied the AGP government which came twice to power and still kept the state backward.

ULFA Begins Extortion Drive
Guwahati : The United Liberation Front of Assam, to revitalise itself financially, has started its extortion drive in the state. A number ULFA militants are reported to enter the state from their camps in Bhutan during the time of change of government. There are records of extortion notices to tea gardens, business man and professionals so as to meet their loss in counter insurgency. ULFA has also attacked police stations and one CRPF camp in the state after the coming of the new government. According to police sources the outfit has also launched a recruitment drive and many youths from Nalbari, Barpeta and a few Upper Assam districts have joined into it. State Home Minister, Mr. Pradyut Bordoloi expressed that the govt will not tolerate any kind of violence. He said that the govt will not bow down to militants at any cost.

Congress Govt Will Go To The Wind Up, 25-30 MLAs Will Leave the Party : BJP
New Delhi : In the context of the recent internal problem in the Congress party, BJP is confident that about 25-30 MLAs will come out of Congress and join AGP-BJP in order to give shape to a coalition govt - BJP spokesman Mr. Sunil Shastri claims so. Terming the Congress govt as a temporal one he said that the internal conflicts in the party will put a challenge to the organisation of the party. He further refutes the view that BJP has suffered in the state due to its alliance with AGP.

On the other hand, in order to keep the Congress MLAs of the state who are discontent with Mr. Kamal Nath's (party general secretary for Assam) unwelcome interfering into certain matters, Sonia Gandhi is about to send Mr. R K Dhawan to Guwahati to assess the situation and do the necessary. Mr. Dhawan is to meet the infuriated MLAs and submit a report soon to Mrs Gandhi. Mr. Tarun Gogoi is to meet Mrs Gandhi in New Delhi very soon.

Intelligence Catches Paresh Baruah - Raju Baruah Conversation
Operation With Rocket Launchers Will Go Up
Guwahati : The Central Home Ministry is aware of ULFA's determination to start a gruel operation in the state. Reportedly a part of conversation between Paresh Baruah and Raju Baruah has been detected and recorded by intelligence department. The Central govt has alarmed the state govt regarding this. It has also asked the state govt to be more alert in Nalbari district as it will serve as the centre for the operations. The Central govt also suspects ULFA of putting mines and bombs under various roads and bridges of the state. There have been much disturbance caused by various militant organisations including ULFA and NDFB in the district and the recent reports by the Home Ministry's have caused panic in the state police and security forces department. 

News on 11th June '2001
No Possibility of Repealing IM(DT) Act : Centre 

Illegal Migration (Determination by the Tribunal) Act has come to much controversy these days. Though the erstwhile AGP government and the Centre were of the opinion that the Act was discriminatory and had to be repealed, the government was not able to do so due to lack of political consensus. The new Congress government has maintain a steady stand in favour of continuing with the Act. The Supreme Court also had expressed serious concern over the way illegal Bangladeshi migrants are pouring in and could view it as a threat to both the economy and security of the country. But Mr. Gogoi has stressed that the Act was enacted by the Parliament and would have to be examined in detail by both the Houses of the Parliament if it had to be repealed at all. Gogoi also criticized the state Governor for distancing himself from the state government's stand in this regard.

The central government ultimately made a statement to the Supreme Court that in the absence of a political consensus repeal of the act is not possible. However, the Centre has been deciding to fence the entire Indo-Bangladesh border, which is schedule to be completed by March 2007.

Tension in Nalbari : ULFA militant killed, Son of DI Kidnapped
Nalbari : One ULFA militant, Bubul Pathak (27) of Nimati was killed in an encounter at Niznamati Madhapura Suba under Tihu police station yesterday. According to sources the militant was taking shelter at an ex-army man's house. Tracing an information a police team surrounded the house and in the encounter police constable U Rajbongshi and the militant was killed.

In another incidents, one ex-ULFA militant Shahanur Ali was shot dead by two unidentified gunmen at Na-Howli village near Ghagrapar, when he was going to the Nalbari police reserve. In yet another incident suspected ULFA militants kidnapped Ridip Haloi, son of Girin Haloi, Deputy Inspector of Schools, Nalbari from a weekly market. Noteworthy that Mr. Haloi is allegedly involved in illegal appointments of hundreds of teachers in the district. 

Govt to Initiate Probe Into Fishery Scam 

Guwahati : The state government is to initiate probe into the fishery scam involving misappropriation of World Bank fund for fishery development during the AGP government. Dr. Hemaprava Saikia, the new Fishery Minister, has already instructed the Secretary of the department to inquire into the case. A huge amount of money to the tune of Rs 1 crore was allegedly swindled by contractors in association with the officials in the name of supplying fictitious fish food. It is suspected that out of the already provided Rs 28.36 crore fund by the World Bank, 75% has been misappropriated. Despite the World Bank funding there were no improvement in fish production in the state.

This would be the first enquiry instituted by the new Congress government in the state.

7 of the 16 Most Polluting Industries are in Assam
Guwahati : Speaking in a press club conference here the chairman of Assam Pollution Control Board Mr Lakhinandan Bora said that Assam has 7 of the 16 most polluting industries which generally cause heavy pollution in the world. He said that pollution caused by the oil, fertiliser, coal, cement etc industries in the state have created havoc. He further said that the unnatural flood in the city and landslide are all caused by the rampant pollution.

AJS merges with NCP
Guwahati : The Asom Jatiya Sanmilan (AJS) on its second foundation day merged with the National Congress Party (NCP) at a special function held here yesterday. Both the parties feel that a strong alternative party in the state is must as AGP and BJP has turned almost defunct. NCP general secretary PA Sangma expressed that his party has gathered much response in the state after the Assembly election. He is hopeful that the merger will provide an alternative force in the state. He also criticised Congress for neglecting the burning problems of the state. AJS leader Bhrigu Kumar Phukan said that the party would try to build a congenial atmosphere to hold talks with the insurgent groups of the state. 

News on 10th June '2001
Lea-Hesh Once Again Proves Themselves, Clinches the French Open Doubles 

Paris : Leander Paes and Mahesh Bhupati, who are known in tennis world as Lea-Hesh, once again proved their strength and caliber by lifting the French Open men's doubles cup defeating the Czech pair Pavel Vizner and Peter Pala in straight sets of 7-6, 6-3 in the final held here on Saturday. The duo became richer by $213,210. This is the third grand slam title won by the Indian duo after the Wimbledon and French Open in 1999.

Decentralisation of Power is Pre-requisite for Progress, Govt to Negotiate with ULFA at Any Place : Gogoi
Jorhat : Speaking at a function held to felicitate the new CM in Jorhat District Library, Mr Tarun Gogoi said that the government for the purpose of decentralisation of power to the grassroots level is going to hold Panchayat polls very soon. He said that the government can work effectively only when the mass participate in the process for proper implementation of development works and plans. He also added that the government would soon bring a Right to Information Bill to make people aware of the government's schemes and workings.

Addressing a press conference at Jorhat Circuit House on the same day, Mr Gogoi appealed all militants to come forward for a peaceful solution of their problems shunning the path of violence. He said that his government is trying to communicate with ULFA and is ready to have negotiations at any place.

Mr Gogoi said that restoration of peace and economic development are the top priorities of his government. He informed that the governmental activities would be reviewed after every three months. In the coming five years a plan will be sorted out including the agriculture, fishery, small scale and cottage industries, tourism sectors etc to facilitate self-employment of the unemployed youths of the state. He said that the government at present is buried in a debt of more than Rs 10,000 crore, and youth of the state would have to go for self-employment.

Gogoi Criticises Governor for his stand on IM(DT) Act
Guwahati : The Governor of Assam, who was harping upon the repealing of the Illegal Migrants (Determination by Tribunal) Act during the erstwhile AGP led government, said in his address to the new Assembly that the government was opposed to the repeal of the Act. A controversy has come up when the person who was championing and advocating the repeal of the Act to the Central government for the last five years suddenly said to media-persons that the view expressed before the Assembly was not his but of the government. The new Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi is not satisfied with the Governor's making a mess of personal and government views. He says that the Governor should not have a personal view as long as he is in the Chair and should go by the government. He further said that the Governor should reflect the government's view whether it is AGP or Congress government.

Now if we go by Mr Gogoi's directives, there is nothing to mess about. The Governor during AGP's government expressed the view of the then ruling party and advocated the repeal with the Central govt., and now that Congress has took hold of the rein, he will harp on the Congress' view. A section of the press also thinks the Governor to echo the stand of BJP which also refuses the repeal of the Act.

It seems that the new CM has started the typical Congress politics. He has even gone to the extent of criticising the Governor for nothing, to discourage him of voice so that he can take the horse anyway he wants.

Flood Situation in Barak Valley Gets Grim, Valley Remained Disconnected for the 7th day
Silchar : The flood situation in the Barak valley is critical with death toll rising to 3. The entire region along with Mizoram and Tripura remained cut off from the rest of the country for the 7th day today. The whirling current at Tillagram village in Hailakandi district is reported to wash away a farmer of 32 years. At the advent of continuous heavy rain for the last seven days, the Kuchiara, Katakhal etc. rivers in Hailakandi, Karimganj and Cachar districts of Barak valley have been flooded. About 3.9 lakh people have been affected by the flood in the three districts and in at least 18 relief camps have been established in Karimganj district. Water of the Barak river is flowing above the danger mark.

Efforts to Transfer the Governor of Assam to West Bengal
New Delhi : The Central Home Ministry has refused the proposal to post recently retired Chief of CBI Mr Syamal Dutta as Governor of Assam and to transfer the Governor of Assam S K Sinha to West Bengal. Home Minister L K Advani refused to place Mr Dutta in such a responsible post of Governor because during his tenure the intelligence department had failed to perform well. On the other hand the Central government has taken the unofficial decision to transfer Governor of West Bengal Biren Shah to Assam so as to interchange of Governors of the two states. The decision is awaiting the consent of WB Chief Minister Mr Budhadev Bhattacharyee. According to top Home Ministry sources, the controversial Governor appealed to the Home Ministry for transfer to some other state in view of his recent difference of opinion regarding the IM(DT) Act with the Congress government.

BJP May Snap Ties With AGP, AGP Aware of the Movement
New Delhi : The Assam unit of Bharatiya Janata Party has been reviewing its alliance with Asom Gana Parishad which is to be discussed in more details in the party state executive meeting to be held later in the month. Difference of opinions regarding the continuance of the alliance has already crept into the party and has become more prominent in view of the denial of Rajya Sabha nomination to Kabindra Purkasthya. Purkasthya himself has camped in Delhi to ensure action against those behind his denial. If everything goes right, AGP's terms with BJP can be expected to come to an end within this month.

Significantly, BJP thinks that it has faced a major lose in the recently held Assembly election solely owing to its alliance with AGP. Before election the state unit of BJP expressed didsatisfaction over the alliance imposed upon by the Central committee. According to party sources now the final decision regarding the future of the alliance will be taken by the State Executive which is to meet on June 16 and 17.

But at the same time, a section of BJP members thinks that whatever bad was to happen has already happened and snapping ties would do no good. This section also include Mr Purkasthya, though he would make no comment on the future of the alliance. AGP leader and the former CM of the state has declined to comment on the issue though he is aware of the development.

NDFB On Rampant Extortion In Lower Assam
Guwahati : National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) is reported to have extorted huge amount of money from several districts of lower Assam. According to reliable sources the organisation has collected more than Rs 30 crore during the last few months in Kokrajhar, Bongaigaon, Goalpara and Borpeta districts. This has made the security forces to review their operational strategies. But the security forces have been unable to do anything because, as they say, the businessmen who were demanded money have not come forward to co-operate. It is believed that the organisation has resorted to fund collection as it is facing financial crisis due to frequent shifting of their camps in Bhutan.

Forces To Counter ULFA's Attacks, Emergency Meeting Of Unified Command
Guwahati : The recent attacks on Patasharkushi and Dhupdhara police stations, and on Dhupdhara CRPF camp has made the Army alert and active to take new decisions regarding ULFA. Just after the Assembly election, the banned outfit stopped its operation for the time being. But the recent attacks on the police stations and CRPF camps have made the situation once again tense. ULFA's commander in chief Paresh Baruah has accepted responsibility of the recent attacks on police stations and has warned the government to make amendments in its attitude toward the organisation. Reportedly, in response to the recent ULFA operations, the government has gone for the reshuffling in the police department and security forces have become ready to vitalise its operations against the ultras. A Unified Command meeting held recently took decisions to avert any kind of effort of the banned organisation. 

Assam Govt not to restructure ASEB for the sake of reforms 
From A Special Correspondent GUWAHATI: With the change of the party in power, the power policy of the Government of Assam has also changed and the new Government is not in a mood to restructure the Assam State Electricity Board only for the sake of reforms. Talking to this correspondent here today, the State Power Minister, Mr Devananda Konwar said that a proposal was mooted during the regime of the previous Government to restructure the ASEB by bifurcating it into different corporations . He said that there is no guarantee that bifurcating the Board into Corporations would improve the power situation and " we are not willing to plunge into such type of restructuring without properly examining whether the consumers would be benefited from it." He pointed out that there is every possibility that the power situation might worsen from such type of restructuring. Mr Konwar pointed out that restructuring of the State electricity boards by bifurcating these into corporations did not yield the desired results in the States of Uttar Pradesh and Orissa and " we would like to study the restructuring process in these two states as we are not in a mood to repeat the mistakes committed in those states." He also pointed out that bifurcating the ASEB into corporations would mean that the corporations would be top heavy and the State Government would have to examine whether such type of corporations would be able to survive as commercial entities. However, he said that the Government would form an one member electricity regulatory commission and a selection committee has already been set up for this purpose. He also revealed that the Government might go for reorganisation of the ASEB to improve its performance. The Power Minister disclosed that the immediate plan before the Government would be to revive the Chandrapur Thermal Power Station , which has the capacity to generate 60 MW of power and extension of the Lakwa thermal Power Station. The Chandrapur thermal power station has been lying idle because of the hike in the price of furnace oil ,which is used as the fuel for the plant. He said that he has already directed the ASEB to examine whether furnace oil can be blended with other fuel to run the plant. He further said that as per reports available with him, the Oil India was supplying furnace oil at much lower price to the Gujarat State Electricity Board and " I have already decided to take up the matter with the Union Petroleum Minister and the Chairman of the Oil India." Mr Konwar said that the capacity of the Lakwa Thermal Power Station was increased from 60 MW to 120 MW but the extension plant could not be run because of shortage of gas. He said that the gas linkage committee of the Government of India had assured to supply gas for the Amguri Power project as and when it comes up. "We would take up the matter with the Government of India to provide the gas allotted for the Amguri project to the Lakwa project for the time being," he added. He also expressed the hope that the power situation in the State would improve considerably as soon as the Chandrapur and the Lakwa plants become fully operational. The Power Minister said that according to information available with him, the NEEPCO was selling power at a lower rate to West Bengal and he would soon hold a meeting with the officials of the NEEPCO to discuss the matter. " There is a rumour that some officials of the National Hydel Power Corporation (NHPC) were trying to amalgamate the NEEPCO with the NHPC. I would discuss the matter with the Union Power Minister and oppose any such move as it would go against the interest of Assam and other states of the region. If necessary, I shall also discuss the matter with my counterparts in the other NE states to unitedly oppose any such move," he asserted. The Power Minister asserted that the Government would take all possible steps for the revival of the Bongaigaon Thermal Power Station (BTPS) . He said that the Government would study the feasibility of leasing out the plant to a private party if any such party comes forward but at the same time he asserted that nothing would be done against the interest of the state and the ASEB. He said that though an American company Ogden Inc came forward to take the plant on lease, the company's conditions were too one sided and they wanted too much compensations. "The original planning to set up the plant in Bongaigaon by bringing coal from Raniganj, located a thousand miles away, was wrong and we are suffering because of that. But we would have to take some steps for the revival of the plant as huge amounts of money was spent on the plant and we cannot allow the money to be wasted," he added. 

Ramanuj Dutta Choudhury
Wood of More Than Rs 50 cr Left to Nature and Thieves
Guwahati : The state is facing losses of revenue to the tune of crores of rupees as valuable wood have been left to wean way owing to the lethargy and absence of the forest employees and officers, and corruption. According high place sources, a huge quantity of valuable wood are getting damaged scattered here and there in the deep amiss of forests causing a revenue loss of more than Rs 50 crore. Besides, a huge quantity of seized wood has been left to be rotted away too, being dumped in front of forest check gates and forest offices. According to rules, the uprooted trees in the forests and the seized wood should be sliced in the mills and should be auctioned. But due to the inactivity of the department everything has been left to nature and thieves to take care of. Besides, woods have to face the plight as the government lacks funds to draw or carry the uprooted trees out from the forest. Officers are also afraid to go into the forests in fear of banned militants hiding inside. According to the source, in the forests of Kokrajhar and Bongaigaon districts alone there are wood of more than Rs 10 crore left carelessly.

News on 9th June '2001
Manipur Echoes Assam : Five Killed In Racial Violence 

Imphal : At least five persons all belonging to Bihari community were shot dead Thursday night by unidentified gunmen. The incident took place at Kakching under Thoubal district around 9.30 pm that evening. All the killed persons were reportedly members of a business house at Kakching Bazar which was owned by one Krishna Prasad hailing from Bihar and living there for the last couple of years. According to sources all the family members of Krishna including his brother Gulapchand and two other Bihari one Nepali youth were forced to come out of the rented house around 9 pm and were shot dead.

Tension in Kokrajhar : Two Adivasi Woodcutters Gunned Down, Group Violence May Follow
Guwahati : In protest against the killing of 10 Adivasi woodcutters in Lungsu Reserved Forest on June 3, All Assam Adivasi Students' Union had called for a 10 hour bandh yesterday. Within that period dead bodies of two more Adivasi woodcutters were discovered, this time inside the Ribhu forest reserve under Kachugaon PS in Kokrajhar district which has made the entire area tense.

Two Adivasi woodcutters were reportedly shot dead day before yesterday by suspected NDFB extremists. According to information received, the shooting took place at about 11.30 am about 2 km away from Nadinagar. The dead persons have been identified as Lakhiram Kisku (47) and Sunu Bhagad (37). According to sources, a five persons group of woodcutters entered the forest in the afternoon but did not return home. Being reported police yesterday went in search for them and discovered the two bullet ridden bodies. Police also recovered 15 empty cartridges of AK 47 rifles.

Flood Havoc in the State : Claims 2 Lives in Barak Valley, Army On Alert
Silchar : Continuous rain has made the situation critical in Karimganj, Cachar and Hailakandi districts. Flood has reportedly claimed two lives till yesterday and the army has been made alert for any eventuality. According to official sources, a nine-year-old boy was washed away by the swirling water of river Dhaleswari in Hailakandi district, while a 14-year old girl was buried under a landslide from a hill near Badarpur town in Karimganj district yesterday. The situation in the Nilambazar and Pathakandi circles of Karimganj district was made critical as river water submerged almost the entire area.

ASDC (U) Serves Ultimatum to Govt, Might Come Up With More Demand
Guwahati : The Autonomous State Demand Committee (United) has threatened to launch a movement in demand for creating an autonomous state in Karbi Anglong district soon. It has served an ultimatum to the Government in this regard failing which they will start a movement in demand of a full-fledged state instead of an autonomous state. Central committee member of the party, Alwyn Teron, addressing media persons said that there is no alternative to the declaration of an 'Autonomous State' in the district under Article 244(A) of the constitution, and said that only such a move will enable the people of the district to be free from the 'political hegemony' of the state government. He said that the two former governments did not pay heed to the vexed problem and alleged that every regime has tried to further its own parochial gains by influencing the Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council (KAAC) over the years. 

Term of Magisterial Inquiry Extended 

Dibrugarh : The term of the magisterial inquiry probing the murder of Jayanta Dutta, the BJP candidate for Assembly election, and four others in the town who were shot dead by unidentified gunman just a few days before the polls, has been extended to June 30. The report of the inquiry conducted by Additional District Magistrate Tapan Chandra Goswami was to be submitted on May 31. This was stated in an official press release issued here yesterday.

News on 8th June '2001
Major Scandals in Assam Bhawan and Assam House Might Come Up
Officials Tense of Being Revealed
New Delhi : With the coming of the new Congress government in the state major scandals in the Assam Bhawan and Assam House in New Delhi, that were going on throughout the last five years of AGP government, have come to the fore front. Officials of both the Bhawans are trying their best to meet the irregularities in accounts under different headings. The situation has been made intense by the fact that Dr Jayashree Goswami Mahanta will no longer dictate any administration in New Delhi. According to sources Mrs Mahanta, confident to be re-elected to the Rajya Sabha and hold Central portfolio, recently installed air-conditioning machines in her residence allegedly from the fund of both the Bhawans without any records. Besides 36 ceiling fans were reportedly bought for the employees of Brindapur, commission of which has been pocketed. One Fax machine costing around Rs. 10,000 is reported to be shown to cost Rs. 37,000. Besides, contract for the repairing of the Assam Bhawan has been given to a contractor against Rs 18 lakh without any official tenders, of which Rs 5 lakh has already been paid in advance without any visible work. According to sources, for the occasion of Sankardeva Award presentation total Rs 12 lakh was collected from the Assam Industrial Development Corporation out of which Rs 8 lakh was spent for the award. Rest of the money was reportedly kept by the Residential Commissioner R C Perperchenia, Engineers R Chaudhuri and S Barkataki, A E C Saurav Senapati in their own hands. Besides, the Rs 1.5 lakh spent under the heading of flower presentation, stage decoration and lighting has no written documents. Now the point is that all these anomalies in the accounts were kept under covering for the long five years. Now that AGP is no longer in power, the officials of both the Bhawans feel unsecured and are afraid that the Congress ministry might investigate and unveil everything.

Guwahati and Shillong Rocked
Guwahati : A tremor of mild intensity rocked Guwahati and Shillong almost at the same time yesterday. The magnitude of the quake was around 3.8 on the Richter scale and it came at around 11-10 am. There is, however, no report of any casualty.

Indian Tea Will Boost Export, New Markets Explored 

Though quantity of made tea exported by India has increased marginally last year against that of 1999, the industry had to be content with lower export revenue last year. Tea industry sources informed that about 201 million kgs of made tea were exported by the country last year against 192 million kgs of 1999, but value realised in rupee term last year from the export did not tally with the marginal increase of export quantity from that of 1999. The reason of this, however, is attributed to the fall in the unit price of Indian tea in the international market. Efforts are on the gain a significant place in the competitive international market. Reportedly, the Consultative Committee of Plantation Association, the apex tea association board of the country, had set an export target of a 18% rise in export quantity (225 million KGs) in 2000. Meanwhile the tea industry has chalked out a strategy to boost exports to 250 million KGs by 2004 including quality oriented production, exploration of new markets in Pakistan, Canada, France, USA, the Middle East etc.

ULFA Action Group Members Have Entered Golaghat District
According to intelligence sources a 20 member unit of action group of United Liberation Front of Assam (ULFA) has entered the Golaghat district well equipped with sophisticated weapons. The source claims the members to have entered Golaghat district very recently from their former shelter in the Jorhat district. However, the main objective of the group has been reported to be the collection of money.

H S (Science) Results Out, Pass PC 53.03
Guwahati : Results of the Higher Secondary (Science stream) final year examination conducted by Assam Higher Secondary Education Council are out. This year's pass percentage is only 53.03, much below than last year's 58.9. This time total 13,154 students appeared in the examination out of which only 6,975 passed. 1,301 candidates were placed in the first division, 4,069 in second division and 1,605 passed in third division. Girls have performed better than boys among both Institutional Private and Non-Institutional Private candidates. Against 45.69 % Institutional Private boys, 48.50 % girls have passed while against 47.66 % boys 53.79 % girls have passed in Non-Institutional Private. Significantly, 8 out of the first 10 toppers are Cotton College students. Soumya Paul of Cotton College has stood first in the state with a total of 427, with letter marks in English, Chemistry, Physics, Maths and Statistics. Kishor Kumar Barman from the same college has stood second securing 419 marks with letter marks in Assamese, Chemistry, Physics and Mathematics. While Debapratim Dey also from Cotton College with 418 marks, letter marks in English, Chemistry, Physics and Mathematics has stood third. The four other colleges that has their candidates in the top ten list are Cachar College, J B College (Jorhat), Darrang College and Salt Brook Academy (Dibrugarh). Notably all the ten students have admitted of taking help from private tutors. Significantly out of the eight Cottonians that topped only one stays in hostel which hints at the degrading academic atmosphere in the hostels of the premier college of the state. Besides, failure of the state topper Soumya Paul to get selected in the recently held IIT admission test hints at the lower academic quality of the college as well as the state. And now Sri Paul wishes to go out of the state to study regretting that Assam has non of the top ten institutions of the nation.

The Ten Toppers :
1. Soumya Paul -Cotton College (427 marks)-English, Chemistry, Physics, Maths, Statistics.

2. Kishor Kumar Barman-Cotton College (419)-Assamese, Chemistry, Physics, Maths

3. Debapratim Dey-Cotton College (418)-English, Chemistry, Physics, Maths

4. Rajkamal Sharma-Cotton College (417)-English, Chemistry, Physics, Maths

5. Debadip Nath-Cachar College (415)-Chemistry, Physics, Maths

6. Bikramjit Dutta-Darrang College (414)-Chemistry, Physics, Maths, Statistics.

Nilomjyoti Sharma-Cotton College (414)-Chemistry, Physics, Maths, Stats.

7. Hrishav Saikia-Cotton College (412)-English, Chemistry, Physics, Maths

8. Dimple Bordoloi-Salt Brook Academy (411)-Chemistry, Physics, Maths

9. Suranjana Sharma-JB College (409)-Chemistry, Physics, Maths

10. Hemangajit Dutta-Cotton College (408)-English, Chemistry, Physics, Maths.

Rajeshree Deka-Cotton College (408)-English, Chemistry, Physics, Maths

ULFA Attacks CRPF Camp, 12 Jawans Hurt
Guwahati : A 128 CRPF transit camp near Dhopdhara police station in Goalpara district was yesterday night attacked by United Liberation Front of Assam militants at around 11pm injuring 12 jawans. Condition of 4 of them is reported to be serious. At the same time militants also fired at the Dhopdhara police station without any casualty reported. According to sources, about 10 to 15 militants simultaneously attacked both the buildings. Two Rocket launchers were fired at the CRPF camp which damaged the walls and roof of the camp.

Major Reshuffle in Police Department, SPs of 11 Districts Changed
Guwahati: After reshuffling in the Administrative Departments the new Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi has this time gone for reshuffle in the police department. According to reports, the controversial Additional DGP (Operation) Mr. GM Srivastava has been transferred and posted as Addl. DGP( Training) and the post of Addl. DGP (Operation) has been totally removed. IGP(Border) Mr. PP Rao has been posted as IGP(Law and Order). The SPs of Guwahati and Borpeta have been interchanged, City SP GP Singh will go to Borpeta and will be replaced by Paresh Neog. Addl. DGP (Administration) RN Mathur has been transferred and posted as Addl. DGP (CID) and Sharada Prasad, Addl. DGP (CID) has been shifted as Addl. DGP (Special Branch). DIG (Eastern Range) Dilip Kumar Bora is posted as IGP (OSD) on promotion, DIG (Western Range) Wati Ao is promoted as IGP (Training and Armed Police) in place of G Bhuyuan who has been posted as IGP (Border). DIG (Armed Police) AP Rawat has been posted as DIG (Eastern Range) while SP (Special Branch) AK Nath on promotion posted as DIG (Armed Police). Dhubri SP Apurba Jivan Baruah is shifted as SP to Tinsukia in place of Mukesh Agarwal who is posted as Commandant 1st Assam Police Task Force. PC Bordoloi, Commandant 2nd APBN, has been transferred as SP Dhubri and Sarat Phukan, Commandant 15th APBn, Karimganj transferred as SP Nalbari in place of Anurag Tangkha who has been shifted as SP Sonitpur. Subrajyoti Hazarika, SP Lakhimpur, would be SP Dibrugarh and would be replaced by SP Nagaon, SN Singh. Lungriading, SP Morigaon will go to Nagaon and will be replaced by Binita Sharma. D Ahmed IGP(Operation) will be SP of Golaghat.

CM Appeals Centre to Consider The North-East as Tax Free Zone
Guwahati : The Chief Minister has appealed to the Union Ministry of Commerce and Industry to consider the North-East as a Tax Free Zone in view of the infrastructural deficiency, economic backwardness and slow growth of SDP of the state, addressing a two day seminar organised by NEDFi in the city. He appealed for this instead of designating Specified Areas and Specified Industries. He suggested abolition of the system of granting subsidy as it involves complicacy and leakage. He also requested the Ministry to remove locational restrictions for setting up industries in the region. He pointed out that the frequent changes of the North-East Industrial Policy has caused much disadvantage to the investors. He also stressed on the need for revamping the social infrastructure of the state.

Musahary's Blood Samples Taken for DNA Test
Guwahati : AGP leader and former state Scheduled Cast and Tribe Minister Rajendra Musahary, who has been accused of raping a 16 year old girl and bringing her with a child, has arrived at Gauhati Medical College for his blood sample for DNA test. Police yesterday brought Mr. Musahary, the alleged victim, Manila Brahma and the child to GMC. The samples will be sent to Hyderabad for the test which will be conducted and reported within the month. To be mentioned here that Manila Brahma has alleged Mr. Musahary of rapping her several times in a hotel in Kochbihar and bringing her with a child. Though court ordered DNA test of all three persons at the time of the birth of the child, Mr. Musahary being a minister then kept away with the trouble. 

News on 7th June '2001
Monday's Bus Mishap : 2 Bodies Recovered, 8 Missing 

Guwahati : Out of the 35 passengers and 3 crew members of the Capital Travels bus, that met with a major accident on Monday near Sonapur in Meghalaya due to heavy landslide, only 2 bodies have been recovered while 8 others are reported to be missing. According to Capital Travels sources, 9 persons including the crew members have already reached Guwahati while another 15 have reached Silchar. The two bodies recovered from the site have been identified as that of Shila Chaudhuri and Biren Chaudhuri. No other bodies are reported to be found trapped in the mess. Army and Border Road Task Force personnel are making every effort to clean up the debris as fast as possible with 3 BRTF bulldozers.

'Pig-heart' Surgeon Has Come Back, 'Dream Hospital' To Start This Week
Guwahati : Controversial cardiac surgeon Dhani Ram Baruah has re-appeared in the state after the AGP government, which issued arrest orders against him in relation to the post operation death of a patient, has been removed from power. Being welcome by the Congress ministry Dr Baruah has met 2 city based engineers to sketch the layout of his pig heart transplantation hospital that is scheduled to start its construction work this week. The new Health Minister Bhumidhar Barman said that the Congress government will back the self-confident surgeon if his intentions were honourable. Dr Baruah implanted a pig's heart on one Purno Saikia (37) in 1997. After a week of the operation Mr Saikia died of 'severe septicemia' which made the former AGP Health Minister to issue arrest order against him. Dr Baruah, who first gained recognition by inventing an artificial heart valve, will have a 120-bed hospital having 5 Operation Theatres constructed initially, another 64 beds and 3 OTs to be added within one year. Dr Baruah will be the chairman of the hospital which will have an air-conditioned pig sty. The entire project will be funded by the Scottish Enterprise and the hospital will be modeled on the Scottish system.

Govt to Constitute 'Expert Committee' to Review Financial Mess
Guwahati : The Congress government is to constitute an expert committee comprising of leading economists to review and overcome the financial problem faced by the state. Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi said in an Assam Pradesh Youth Congress meeting that the committee will study the financial position and submit a detailed report on the leakage of government funds. The government will also appeal the ministers to cut short their expenditures.

Probe Into Four Autonomous Councils Ordered
Guwahati : The state government has ordered probe into the irregularities and corruption of the four autonomous councils - Bodoland Autonomous Council, Lalung Autonomous Council, Rabha Autonomous Council and Mising Autonomous Council- to the concerned Deputy Commissioners of the state. The State Tribal Welfare Department has also kept the concerned DCs in charge of the issuing of the autonomous council funds by the same order. Now the Councils can draw funds only with permission from the DCs. 

News on 6th June '2001
The First Bureaucratic Reshuffle in Gogoi's Government
Departments of 8 IAS Officers Changed
Guwahati : For the first time after coming into power the Congress ministry led by Tarun Gogoi went for a major bureaucratic reshuffle in the state and changed the departments of 8 Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officers. According to sources, Commissioner and Secretary to the Panchayat and Rural Development, Health and Family Welfare and Mines and Mineral Department, Mr. K.K Mittal has been transferred and appointed as a Director in the Ministry of Labour, New Delhi.

Dr Surajit Mitra, Commissioner and Secretary to the Tourism Department and Commissioner, Lower Assam Division, has been appointed as the Commissioner and Secretary to the Mines and Mineral Department which was earlier under K K Mittal.

Mr Prafulla Kumar Sharma, Commissioner and Secretary to the Municipal Administration and Cooperation Department has been given the additional charge as the Commissioner and Secretary of the Transport Department.

Kumari Parul Devi Das has been relieved of the charge of Development Commissioner for Hill areas and has been posted as the Commissioner, Upper Assam Division along with the additional charge of the Commissioner and Secretary to the Handloom, Textile and Sericulture Department.

Mr Alok Perti, Commissioner and Secretary to the Relief and Rehabilitation, Public Enterprises and Fishery Department, has been given additional charge as the Commissioner and Secretary to the Health and Family Welfare, Panchayat and Rural Development Department.

Mr Himangshu Sekhar Das, Commissioner and Secretary to the Planning and Development, Cultural Affairs and Hill Areas Department has been given the additional charge of the Development Commissioner for Hills Areas.

Mr Biren Das has been relieved as the Secretary of Handloom and Textile Department and has been given additional charge of Secretary to the Panchayat and Rural Development Department.

Mr N C Baruah has been relieved of the post of Secretary to the Panchayat and Rural Development Department. He will retain the former post of Secretary to Planning and Development Department.

HS Science Results Tomorrow
Guwahati : The results of Higher Secondary Exam (Science stream), conducted by the Assam Higher Secondary Education Council for the year 2001, will be declared tomorrow at 11 am. The results will be available at the district head quarters of all the districts of the state.

Malaria posing serious threat in Assam  

GUWAHATI: Outbreak of malaria in different parts of Assam has posed a serious threat and according to official records alone, the disease claimed more than 50 lives, while, the actual death toll may turn out to be much more. Talking to this correspondent, the Assam Health Minister Dr Bhumidhar Barman admitted that the disease assumed alarming proportion in the tamulpur area of Nalbari district bordering Bhutan and some other parts including Titabor area of Jorhat district, Nazira area of Sibsagar district and parts of Sonitpur district. He said that a few cases of malaria were also reported from some other parts of Assam. He revealed that Tamulpur area is the worst affected as according to official records alone, 19 persons died of the disease in the area. Dr Barman admitted that the actual death toll might turn out to be higher than the official figures as most people in the interior areas of the state do not report deaths to the officials and they even do not come to the nearest hospitals for threatment. Giving reasons for the outbreak of malaria , Dr Barman said that the disease normally hit the border areas and early rainfall this year is one of the main reasons for the outbreak of the disease in alarming proportions. He said that spraying of DDT was also delayed this year as the officials were busy with the elections. On the steps taken by the Government to control the disease, Dr Barman revealed that special squads have been formed to spray DDT in the affected areas to control the disease. The doctors and other personnel of the Health department have been asked to collect blood samples of all the fever cases and appealed to the people of the State to report to the nearest health centre in case of high fever. He said that tea,s of doctors from the Guwahati Medical college and Assam Medical college have been rushed to the affected areas with laboratory technicians to take all possible steps to control the disease and a team is presently camping in Tamulpur area. Dr Barman said that the Central Government sent five lakh mosquito nets just before the last Assembly polls but those could not be distributed as the code of conduct came into effect. However, some nets were distributed in the constituencies of the former Chief Minister and the former Health Minister in violation of the code of conduct and later the Central Government issued an order to stop the distribution. Now the State Government has written to the Centre seeking permission to resume distribution of the nets. The Health Minister admitted that shortage of doctors in the rural areas is a major problem. It may be mentioned here that most of the Health centres in the rural areas of the state are functioning without doctors and the rural poor have to depend on quacks or they have to bring the patients to the nearest towns for treatment, which cannot be afforded by most. However, the Health Minister said, "we have instructed the doctors posted in the rural areas to rush to the places of their posting and stern action would be taken against those who refuse to do so." Dr Barman said that the Government is planning to bring a legislation to force the doctors to serve in the rural areas. He said that as per the proposal, the doctors appointed as the Medical and Health Officer I, would have to serve in the rural areas for at least five years to qualify for promotion to the post of Senior Medical officer. He said that the legislation would be moved in the next session of the State Assembly. 

Ramanuj Dutta Choudhury
Landslide Washed away Bus, 20 Feared Killed 

Guwahati : At least 20 persons were feared killed when a night-super bus coming from Silchar to Guwahati met with an accident at Khantabasti near Sonapur in Meghalaya's Jaintia Hills district last night. The accident occurred when the bus was washed away by a major landslide. Reportedly, after the bus stopped seeing the road connecting Guwahati and the Barak valley being blocked by landslide, a heavy and fresh landslide washed away the bus and dumped it into the adjacent fast flowing Luba river. Out of the 35 passengers only 12 are reported to survive, 8 among which are with severe injury. 18 passengers are missing. Due to heavy landslide it might take days to take out the bus from the silt. CM of Assam Mr Tarun Gogoi has expressed his concern over the tragedy and appealed the Border Road Task Force to do the necessary.

Floods pose serious threat to Assam 
From A Special Correspondent GUWAHATI: Flood is a perennial problem for Assam but this year the magnitude of the devastation would be much more as the breaches in the embankments could not be repaired due to paucity of funds, while, the embankments all over the State are in bad shape due to lack of proper maintenance . Over the years, there has been demands by the Assam Government and different organisations of the State that flood and erosion should be considered as national problems and the Central Government should bear all the expenditure of flood control schemes, but till date, the Government of India has not accepted the demand. The Secretary of the State Flood Control Department, Mr P K Talukdar said that as many as 79 breaches in the embankments that occurred last year could not be plugged due to paucity of funds and there is every possibility of the floods causing havoc in the state this year. He said that till date, the Flood Control Department constructed about 4450 kilometers of embankments, 86 major sluices, 850 kilometers of drainage channels, and a number of small and medium anti-erosion works. These works protected about 50 per cent of the flood prone areas of the State. But most of the embankments outlived the normal life span of 25 years and these need immediate repair and renovation. He said that according to the norms of the Central Water Commission, an amount of Rs 60 crore is required annually for the proper maintenance of the embankments but the budgetary provision made available to the Department for such works is only Rs 5.28 crore, as a result of which, the embankments could not be properly maintained and these are in bad shape. He said that because of the condition of the embankments, a number of breaches occur every year ,causing large-scale devastation all over the State. Mr Talukdar said that the Flood Control Department submitted an estimate of Rs 49 crore to the State Revenue Department to plug the breaches of the embankments but the Department could not provide the money and now the work would be taken up only after the monsoon season but by then the damage would already be done. The Flood Control Departments, meanwhile, submitted reports to the District Deputy Commissioners giving details of the threat so that they would be able to make contingency plan to reduce the suffering of the people. So far 46 areas of the State have been identified as most vulnerable to floods and these include the Goalpara town, Majuli river island etc. The Flood Control Department secretary said that the Gai river caused devastation to the Dhemaji district in the last few years, but this year the North eastern Council (NEC) has taken up a scheme to control the river and it is expected that the devastation would be much less this year. Mr Talukdar revealed that last year the State Flood Control Department did not receive any fund from the Central Government for the implementation of the Centrally sponsored flood control schemes and this year the Centre has promised to release an amount of Rs 20 crore for the purpose. But the money would be released only in the month of September and by then it would be too late to protect the people from the fury of floods and " we would be able to take up schemes only for the coming year." He said that the Planning Commission has sanctioned an amount of Rs 10 crore from the non lapsable pool of Central funds for taking up flood control schemes but that amount too would be released only in the month of August. Meanwhile, the problem of floods and erosion aggravated as the river Brahmaputra is changing its course and is shifting towards its southern bank, causing erosion along the bank. Mr Talukdar said that deforestation, particularly in the neighbouring state Arunachal Pradesh resulted in siltation of the river bed of the Brahmaputra along the northern bank and forced the river to shift towards its southern bank. He pointed out that desiltation of the river is not feasible. Such an attempt was made in the 1970s with the use of dredgers but the attempt was not successful. Now attempts have been made to protect the important towns from erosion by construction of spurs in the most vulnerable areas but it remains to be seen whether the construction of such spurs can prevent the mighty river from changing its course. 

Ramanuj Dutta Choudhury 

News on 5th June '2001
Dipendra Dead, Gyanandra Crowned as the New King 

Kathmandu : After the death of Prince Dipendra, who was declared the new king of Nepal while he was struggling to live, his uncle Regent Gyanendra has been crowned as the new king. King Dipendra, who was lying in coma for the last two days, was cremated amidst curfew imposed emptiness. After being enthroned at Hanumandhoka Palace in Kathmandu, the new king's first message to the nation was to have a judicial probe into the massacre and publication of report within 3 days. A section of people believe the massacre to be not an accident but a thoroughly planned conspiracy to wipe out the entire royal family for selfish gain, and have come out to the street in protest. Thousands of protesters surged on roads leading to the Palace shouting slogans against the new king and the new Crown Prince. Curfew was imposed in the capital and many other towns. Maoists rebels, who have been waging a guerrilla war for the past five years in Nepal reportedly to end Nepal's constitutional monarchy and dismantle the feudal structure, see the event as a definite instance of political conspiracy. A thorough prove has been declared and everything will be clear within a few days.

Dr Singh and Mr Bora Elected Uncontested to the RS Seats
Guwahati : Nominees for the two Rajya Sabha seats from Assam, Dr. Manmohan Singh (Congress) and Indramoni Bora (BJP) were declared 'elected uncontested' yesterday. Dr. Singh and Mr. Bora were the only candidates for the two Rajya Sabha seats from the state. The seats are to fall vacant as the terms of Dr. Singh, who has been occupying one of the seats, and Dr. Jayashree Goswami Mahanta are to expire on June 14.

3 ULFA Militants Killed
Jorhat : Three suspected members of the Dhanshiri Anchalik Unit of the banned United Liberation Front of Assam (ULFA) were killed in a major encounter with police at Dhalajan Fatagaon village under Titabar police station. Four police personnel were reported to be injured in the encounter. Briefing the incident the DIG of Eastern Range Mr. Dilip Bora said that being informed about the halting of a group of ULFA's 'action group' militants in the village, a police team led by Jorhat SP Pradip Ch. Saloi and DSP Amitabh Sinha went to the spot acting on a tip-off and in the encounter that followed 3 militants were killed. Two militants reportedly succeeded to escape from the spot. One AK-65 rifle, 1 China made 9mm pistol, 4 grenades, 3 active bombs and a huge quantity of ammunitions were recovered from the spot. Two among the three killed militants have been identified as Udayan Gohain alias Bijoy Basumatary (Morioni) and Gajen Shyam (Titabor).

NDFB gunned down 10
Guwahati : 10 persons belonging to Adivashi community were gunned down by National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) militants in the Lungsung reserve forest in Kokrajhar district near the Assam-Bhutan border. According to sources, the victims went into the forest to collect firewood and were attacked by the militants. Reportedly at about 9 am on June 3, a 25 person group from Galajhar and Runikhata relief camps went inside the forest to collect firewood and fell prey to the militants who were standing there from before.

News on 4th June '2001
Malaria Gets Epidemic in Golaghat
Golaghat : As a result of Malaria epidemic breaking up in Golaghat district 20 people have lost their lives till June 1. Lokeswar Chara (50), Nepali Khuti and Mali Garh (43) of Bokial Tea Estate died in Golaghat Civil Hospital on June 1. Due to lack of proper management by the District Health Department, a number of Non-Governmental Organisations have begun carrying out activities like distributing medicines, blood testing etc. in the affected areas. According to the sources, hundreds of malaria patients have been bedded in different hospitals of Golaghat district, conditions of most of them are very critical.

220 Agricultural Assistance Centres to be Set Up in the State
Guwahati : 220 Agricultural Assistance Centres (AAC) would be set up throughout the state within the current financial year. It is declared in press release by the panchayat and Rural Development Minister, Dr. Bhumidhar Barman addressing at a self-employment awareness meet at Nalbari. Mr. Barman disclosed that the said centre would be manned by local self-help groups, trained by the State Institute of Rural Development.

Leprosy is No More in the North East
Agartala (UNI) : Seven North-Eastern States and Sikkim have achieved total elimination of leprosy, one of the big public health problems in the country since a long time back. According to an official report land-locked Nagaland was the first state in the country to eliminate leprosy in 1997-98. During 1999-2000 three other Northeastern states, Tripura, Mizoram and Meghalaya achieved the goal. Now Assam, Manipur and Sikkim have also reportedly eliminated leprosy completely.

Road Mishap : One Killed
Jorhat: In a road mishap that occurred yesterday evening at Fulpani Siga, 14 km away from Jorhat, one person was killed and three others injured. According to the sources, the mishap occurred when the Tata Mobiles vehicle they were traveling in lost control and hit a tree. The injured persons have been shifted to the hospital and condition of the one of the injured persons is reportedly critical.

Fateha-E-Dowaj to be celebrated
Guwahati : Guwahati Fateha-E-Dowaj Daham committee in a press release has informed that necessary arrangements have been made to celebrate the birth anniversary of Prophet Mohammed with a variety of programmes like Gajal, Karat and Note Rasul competition etc. tomorrow (June 5) at Sirat Library, Lakhtokia no-1 Masjid premises at 10 am.

Nepal's Tragedy touches Mizoram
Aizawl (UNI): Nepalese residing in Mizoram have expressed shock at the massacre of the royal family at Kathmandu on June 1. Expressing solidarity with the people of Nepal at the tragic end of the royal family, president of Mizoram Gorkha Youth Association Mr Tamlal Lohar suspected a 'major conspiracy' behind the tragedy.

Brigadier A. K. Bhanot New Commander
Guwahati : An Artillery Officer Brigadier A.K. Bhanot has taken over as the Commander of 51 sub area from Brigadier K.P. Nanjappa. Notable that in counter insurgency operations Brigadier Bhanot had commanded as Brigadier in Punjab and Kashmir valley. At the same time K.P. Nanjappa has been promoted to the rank of Major General and is now commanding a division in the Eastern Sector.

News on 3rd June '2001
R S Election : Tomorrow is the Last Day of Nomination Withdrawal
Guwahati : For the forthcoming Rajya Sabha election in the state, the nominations of both Indramani Bora (BJP) and Dr Monmohan Singh (Congress) have been found valid in the scrutiny. According to the returning officer, Bora and Singh were the only two candidates in the fray for the two Rajya Sabha seats from the state. If none of the candidates withdraw their candidature within tomorrow (June 4) they would be declared elected unopposed.

P R Imposed in Manipur
Imphal : Ending all speculations, the Central Cabinet ministry yesterday decided in favour of the President's Rule in Manipur. Today, President K R Narayanan formally declared the imposition. Most of the political parties of the state appreciated the move.

'Pride of India' Award
Barama : Dr Saban Ali Ahmed, SDM and HO-Health, a reputed physician of Nalbari who has been rendering sincere service towards rural people have been conferred with the 'Pride of India' award, a prestigious award given away by the internationally renowned organisation, Global Economic Council, New Delhi. Bhisma Narayan Singh, former Governor of Assam and Tamil Nadu handed over the award to Dr Ahmed in a seminar held in New Delhi. The seminar on the topic 'India's Economic Liberalisation-Gateway to Success' was inaugurated by the former Chief Election Commissioner G V G Krishnamurthy.

AASU Executive Body Meet
Guwahati : The executive body meet of the All Assam Students' Union (AASU) will be held tomorrow (June 4) at 11 am at its Gauhati University premises. The emergency delegates meet will be held at the same premises on June 5. A release stated here.

K K Handique Death Anniversary
Guwahati : On the occasion of the 19th death anniversary of the great Assamese thinker and educationist, Krishna Kanta Handique, a special discussion will held on his contribution towards the creation of intellectual awakening in Assam and the north-east India on June 7 in the Srimanta Sankardev Kalakshetra premises. Former professor of Gauhati University Dr Ashok Kr Goswami will deliver the keynote address at the function organised jointly by the Brihattar Panjabari Sahitya Sabha and Kalakshetra.

Nine Members Team for Power-lifting Championship
Guwahati : For the East India (jonal) Power-Lifting Championship to be held at Patna from June 5 to 6 - a nine member Assam team has been selected. The selected players are Hemanta Sonowal, Debajit Hazarika, Binod Das, Surajit Yunjakunjia, Sanjeev Gogoi, Siva Gogoi (Captain), Krishna Kanta Das, Manoj Dweep Das and Ryan Zuffri.

News on 2nd June '2001
Landslide Terror : 400 Families Ordered To Evacuate
Guwahati : Two years after the 1999 landslide tragedy, yesterday there was a second instance of landslide in the city which caused the lost of 5 lives. According to the district authority, there were eleven spots in the city already identified as landslide prone and 400 families were ordered to evacuate the place. But their paying no heed to this has caused the loss of life, the authority advocates. The Zoo-Narengi Tiniali area, which witnessed the yesterday's havoc, was already identified as one of the most vulnerable spots. District authority and forest department have already ordered the people living there to vacate the place. In the havoc of the kind that took place in the middle part of 1999, total 9 persons lost their lives. The landslide then was accompanied by a continuous rain for 8 hours. Noteworthy that yesterday too there was a continuous heavy rain for around 6 hours. Now continuous rain has turned to be an alarm for landslides and has become a cause of terror for those who live in and around the slide prone areas.

Unholy Trend Broken : Salary Bill Passed
Jorhat : Tarun Gogoi led Congress government of late has broken the unholy trend set by the previous AGP led government of failing to pay salaries to its employees in time even in the second part of a month. The district treasury office was opened on June 1 to facilitate the passing of salary bills.

Marijuana Seized
Guwahati : Tracing a secret information the state excise department personnel, led by the Excise Inspector T Hussain, seized around 100 kgs of marijuana from the secret chamber of a truck (AS-01-F 2129) at Buxrihat check-gate yesterday night. Sources said that the value of the contraband will be approximately Rs 7 lakhs.

IM(DT) Act Anti-Assamese people : AASU
Guwahati : Strongly opposing the state Governor S K Sinha's statement in his speech in the Assembly that IM(DT) Act will not be repealed, the All Assam Students' Union(AASU) president Prabin Boro and secretary Amiyo Kr Bhuyan demanded that IM(DT) Act should be repealed as soon as possible. The duo said that the Act has been safeguarding the illegal migrants and the Union will never compromise with any party or government on this issue. Terming the Act as anti-Assamese people the student leaders in a press release appealed to the Tarun Gogoi led Congress government understand the gravity of the issue and to repeal the Act and thus safeguard the lives and property of the indigenous people of the state. 

Threatening To Journalist, SULFA Apprehended
Guwahati : In connection with the recent threatening to a journalist of a city based newspaper on the mobile phone not to write about check-gates, the city police picked up Bhaben Sonowal, a surrendered ULFA from Usha Court here. Another SULFA men Rintu Choudhury connected to this incident is absconding. According to the sources, all matters will be clear within a few days.

Pulse Vitamin A Campaign Tomorrow
Guwahati : Under the second round of pulse vitamin A campaign to be held tomorrow, around 2.7 lakh children in the age group of 1-5 years will be covered. There will be a total of 137 centres with 2740 workers. The district medical and health department has prepared an elaborate programme to make the campaign successful.

Asian School Swimming Championship, Lisa is a Strong Aspirant from Assam
Guwahati : For the Asian School Swimming Championship to be held at Singapore from August 13 to 17, Lisa Mahanta of Assam is among the 49 swimmers probably to be selected by School Games Federation of India (SGFT). The coaching camp will be held at Patiala from July 9. The final team would be selected during the last week of July after the trials. Lisa is among the 24 girls to be selected among the probable. She was among the three girls considered for the 200 m Freestyle events.

M.K. Baruah Memorial Lecture
Guwahati : The 7th Mohendra Kumar Baruah Memorial Biennial Lecture 2000 organized by a premier socio-cultural organization, New Art Players, of the city will be held on June 12, at 6.30 pm at Williamson Magor auditorium of Vivekananda Kendra, Guwahati.

Former Director of Central Bureau of Investigation and presently member of the Executive Committee of Interpol, Mr Joginder Singh will be the guest speaker, and will deliberate on the topic 'India of our dream in the present millennium'. This is stated in press release received here today. 

News on 1st June '2001
Illegal Appointment : Officer Suspended
Guwahati : The State Health Department has recently placed eight employees of the Joint Director of Health Services office in Borpeta district under suspension. According to sources the employees were allegedly appointed through unfair means by the AGP-led government during the later part of 1998.

AJYCP Warns Congress
Guwahati: The Assam Jatiyatabadi Chatra Parishad (AJYCP) president Mr Apurba Kr Bhattacharya and general secretary Mr Dilip Sankar Saikia, in a press release, has warned Congress against fielding candidates from outside of Assam in the forthcoming Rajya Sabha election to be held on June 11. They stated that if Congress goes ahead with its plan to field Dr Monmohan Singh and Mahabir Jain as its candidate, the party will get a befitting reply from the people in the coming days through the ballot.

Ongoing Power Crisis is the Worst in the Last Ten Years
Guwahati (UNI) : According to industry and commerce sources the industrial units of greater Guwahati area have suffered much owing to acute shortage of power supply. Failure of Assam State Electricity Board (ASEB) to provide uninterrupted power supply at least for four to five hours a day has put industrial units in greater Guwahati area under virtual shutdown causing irreparable loss in terms of production and activity. Since May 17 the 132/33 KV ASEB power transformer at Kahilipara sub-station is out of order. Although the ASEB was supplying power with frequent cuts after every one or two hours due to acute short supply, the manufacturing units were unable to go for viable production for which at least five hours of continuous power supply was required. The ongoing power supply crisis is the worst in the last ten years. Going by the version of ASEB sources, the faulty transformer at Kahilipara sub-station needs to be sent to a private factory in Mumbai for repairing.

Assam Bandh Called
Guwahati : In protest against the Centre's move to reach a deal with some Bodo organizations on a Bodo Territorial Council, the Sadou Assam Koch Rajbongshi Yuba Chatra Sanmilani has called a 12-hour Lower Assam bandh on June 2, a releases stated here.

Don Bosco Students Missing
Dibrugarh : Three students of Don Bosco school at Dibrugarh, Sushil Gogoi (15), Aherahul Hussain (15) and Abhijit Bora (16) are missing since May 26. The parents of the missing students have already filed a First Information Report (FIR) to the police station, but police has failed to collect any information in this regard.

New Director of Board of NABARD
Guwahati : Agricultural Production Commissioner and Principal Secretary, Assam, Mr L Rynjah has been nominated as a Director of the Board of National Bank for Agricultural and Rural Development (NABARD). Mr M V S Chalapathi Rao, Managing Director of NABARD, welcomed Mr Raynjah in a letter send to him.

CM Condoled for Borthakur's Death
Guwahati : In a press release, Chief Minister of the state Tarun Gogoi expressed his condolence to the death of prominent freedom fighter and Trade Union leader of Assam Mr Nilomoni Borthakur. Mr Gogoi termed his death as a great lost to the state. Mr Borthakur was 90 and survived a daughter and a son.

Marijuana Seized
Kohima : Tracing a secret information custom officers have seized 155 kgs of smuggled marijuana from a house in Dimapur town on Wednesday. According to official sources, the contraband was seized in presence of the village head of the area. However, the owner of the house was out of the scene. A case has been registered and investigation is going on to nab the owner of the house. Notable that this is one of the major seizure by the custom department within the last two months.

Girl Died In Elephant Attack
Goalpara : A 13 year old girl died and two others were heavily injured in elephants' attack in Bardamal Charapara village in Goalpara district recently. According to sources, two wild elephants went on a rampage crushing and attacked the house of one Rojang Rabha on Tuesday night and stamped to death his daughter injuring seriously his wife and son. Three houses were also badly damaged in the attack.
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