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	News on 31st March '2001 

Palmolein Oil Scam
CBI to arrest 10 business barons in Guwahati
Guwahati: The CBI is all set to arrest at least 10 city-based business barons in connection with the Rs. 4.27 crore palmolein oil scam by April 2001. On Wednesday, the nodal investigating agency produced one more accused in the case before the Special Court in the city; the number of the accused rising to four, including the prime accused P D Deora.
The Special Court on Wednesday remanded the new accused, Amal Chandra Das of Bharalumukh in connection with the multi-crore palmolein oil scam, to two-days of police custody for investigation and directed the CBI to produce Mr. Das and two others, who were arrested recently, before the court on March 30, 2001. The two other accused are Ajay Kumar Nawka, son of Late Satya Narayan Nawka of Saniram Bora Road, Ulubari, and Dilip Nawka of Saniram Bora Road, Ulubari and Dilip Medhi, son of Late Ananda Medhi of MB Road, Fatasil in the city.
Mr. RP Bose, an Investigation Officer of the CBI, produced the accused Mr. Das on Wednesday before Special Court in connection with the supplementary case No. RC 12(A)/ 98 Shillong and he vide his petition sought police custody of the accused for two days. The CBI public prosecutor MV Ramanajah pleaded before the court for remanding Mr Das to custody. Sources confirmed that Mr. Das had voluntarily surrendered before the CBI officials on Tuesday.
Significantly, the CBI has already identified 10-12 big business magnets of the city who will be nabbed by April 2001, sources said. However, a few accused in this scandal sought anticipatory bail both from the Special Court and Gauhati High Court and they are now absconding as these courts have rejected their bail petitions.
Earlier, the CBI in its forwarding petition, told the court that while investigating the case under Sections 120, 420, 468, 471 of Indian Penal Code and Section 13 (2) read with 13 (1) of the PC Act 1988, it was also found that with the help of fake allotment orders purportedly issued by the Government of Assam. During the financial year 1994-95, 1995-96 and 1996-97, the State Trading Corporation Limited (STCL) allotted palmolein oil quotas to the State Government for distribution through the Public Distribution System or through ration cards.
" During these financial years, against 184 delivery orders, a total quantity of 1,487.811 metric ton of palmolein oil, worth about Rs. 4.27 crore, were lifted in the name of Samabay Samittee or cooperative societies on dubious allotment orders of Food and Civil Supply Department at the district-level of the State. The authorisation letters were issued by the Samabay Samittee. Investigation has proved that the allotment orders and authorisation letters produced for the lift in the materials from the STCL were fictitious too. The accused persons were actively involved in the manufacturing of fake records on the basis of which palmolein quotas were lifted from the STCL, Guwahati", the sources added. Meanwhile, the CBI has seized many incriminating documents during its search operations in different places of the city recently.
It may be recalled here that the scam came into light last year when PD Deora was arrested by the CBI and the scandal was allegedly backed by the then STCL General Manager, S R Lyngdoh. Now Lyngdoh is no more; he is dead, the sources added. 

Political parties trying for support of non-political organisations
From A Special Correspondent
GUWAHATI: With a little over a month to go for the Assembly polls in Assam, the major political parties of the State have been trying to get the support of the non-political organisations to improve their popularity among the masses.
The ruling Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) and the Bharatiya Janata party (BJP) have sought the support of the All Assam Students' Union (AASU) for the coming polls. However, till date the AASU has not committed anything to both the parties.
The AASU president Prabin Boro told this correspondent that the State unit leaders of the BJP held three rounds of meetings with the AASU to get the support of the student's organisation in the coming polls. "We have not committed our support to the BJP. We have told the BJP leaders that the party should take effective steps for the solution of the burning problems of the state including the problem of infiltration of foreigners and then the people of Assam would automatically support the party," he added. He also pointed out that the BJP led Government at the Centre badly failed to solve the problems of Assam.
Mr Boro said that a delegation of the AASU met the Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta, who is also the president of the AGP, on March 16 last to submit a memorandum for the solution of the problems facing the families of the martyrs of the Assam movement and during the course of the meeting, Mr Mahanta sought the support of the AASU for the ensuing polls. " We have told the Chief Minister that there is no question of extending active support to the AGP as the AGP led government failed to implement the Assam Accord, "he said.
The AASU president said that the students' organisation has decided to maintain equal distance from all the political parties and rather the AASU would expose the weaknesses of the political parties and their leaders before the public. The AASU has also decided to hold dialogues with the students' unions of the ethnic groups including the Tribal Students' Federation and the All Bodo Students' Union and to prepare a charter of demands. He said that the AASU would call upon the political parties to make their stand clear on the charter of demands. The Union has also called upon the political parties to make their stand clear on the problem of infiltration of foreigners and on the issue of insurgency before the polls.
It may be mentioned here that all the major political parties are trying to get the support of the other major non-political organisations for the polls. The AGP has started negotiations with the organisations representing the ethnic groups to get their support with the promise of solving their problems if voted to power again. Both the AGP and the BJP are also trying their best to win over the support of the ABSU.
As the support of the minorities is very important to win the polls in several districts of Assam, the Congress is trying to win over the support of the Assam State Committee of the Jamiat-Ulema. According to Assam Pradesh Congress Committee president Tarun Gogoi, the Jamiat has demanded that the candidates backed by them should be fielded in 35 constituencies of the state. However, the Jamiat support to the Congress is not yet assured as there is difference of opinion among the Jamiat leaders on the issue as the present chief of the State Jamiat Maulana Abdul Haque has very good relation with the AGP president Prafulla Kumar Mahanta and he even campaigned for the AGP in the last Assembly polls.

News on 30th March '2001 

Karbi Anglong Bandh 

Diphu : In protest against the killing of four United People's Democratic Solidarity (UPDS) members, Sergeant Major Chandra Timung, John Teron, Longri Singnar and Jirsung Runglung in police custody. UPDS called for a 48 hours Karbi Anglang bandh from 5 am of April 1. It is stated in a UPDS release.

BJP Election Committee Sitting
Guwahati : Assam Pradesh Bharatiya Janata Party Election Committee today discussed about the present political situation of Assam in the wake of tehelka expose. The meeting which was attended by most of office bearers of the party in the presence of National General Secretary of BJP, Sunil Shastri, also discussed about the list of the candidates for the forthcoming poll. It is likely to be finalised tomorrow.

NDFB Ultra Shot Dead
Kokrajhar : Gumal Basumatari, a hardcore National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) militant of Badhingura village in Kokrajhar district was killed in an encounter with a group of Central Reserve Police Force at Jharbari near Salarl Bhanga river here yesterday.

Food and Civil Service Department - 91 Appointed Candidates Cancelled By High Court
Guwahati : In a significant judgment, Gauhati High Court yesterday directed the state government that there should be no extension of the terms of 91 candidates who were appointed in ad-hoc to the post of Assistant Sub-Inspector (ASI) in the Food and Civil Supply Department.

In his order Justice D Biswas directed that the 91 candidates appointed in January 2001, should not be allowed to continue their term after March 31, 2001. It is noticeable that the candidates were appointed without any examination or interview; they did not even apply formally for the post.

Electronic Voting Machines For 4 Constituencies
Guwahati : The Election Commission has decided to use electronic voting machines in four Assembly constituencies in the forthcoming election in Assam. The constituencies are 51 Jalukbari, 52 Dispur, 53 Gauhati East and 54 Gauhati West. On the other hand, regarding this the Election Commission has directed to take necessary steps not to use any government employees recruited after January 1, 2001. The Chief Electoral Officer of the state Bhaskar Musahary has already passed an order to the relative authority not to use the services of any government functionary appointed after January 1, 2001.

Devastating Fire
Guwahati : A devastating fire totally damaged the library building and research facility of the Government Ayurvedic College here yesterday. Police sources said that four fire-brigade teams could overcome the fire which broke out at around 2.30 am. 15000 valuable books and property of several lakhs of rupees were lost in the inferno.

Kalakshetra Programme
Guwahati : Renowned Sarupai Ojha will present a special programme of dhol-badan on March 31 at 5.30 pm in Srimanta Sankardev Kalakshetra premises here. He will be accompanied by two upcoming ojhas, Dilip Hazarika and Ranjit Gogoi. Another programme of Satriya dance, music and dance-drama will be performed by 'Sankardev Kala Kendra', Amguri on April 1 at 5 pm in the Kalakshetra premises. It is stated in a Kalakshetra release.

News on 29th March '2001 

One-Day Poll Likely In Assam
New Delhi : A meeting of the Election Commission was held in New Delhi yesterday to finalise the poll schedules for the four states going for Assembly elections. The schedule will be announced later this week. According to available indications, the Commission is likely to announce one-day poll dates in early May for the Assemblies of Assam, Kerala, West Bengal, Tamil Nadu and Pondicherry. Returning from two-days visit to Tamil Nadu, Chief Election Commissioner M S Gill presided over the meeting.

SAKP Threatens Again
Guwahati : The Sadou Asom Karmachari Parishad (SAKP), in its executive meeting held yesterday, threatened to launch an agitation programme if the teachers and employees' salaries for the month of March are not cleared before the Bihu, a press release from the Parishad stated here.

Militant Shot Dead
Nalbari : A suspected National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) militant Sunil Boro was gunned down by Army personnel at Angardhuwa under Barama police station here last night.

Bodo Tiger Force Under-ground Camp Seized
Guwahati : Following a secret information, a joint group of CRPF and police busted a newly set up Bodo Tiger Force underground camp at Bashbari near Barpeta Road last night. Police sources said that it is the second successful operation against the BTF during the month. 

BNCT Militant Surrendered 

Agartala : 38 Borok National Council of Tripura (BNCT) militants led by Alendra Deb Barma and Manoranjan Deb Barma have surrendered before the Sub-Divisional Police Officer of Gandachara, police sources informed here.

NDFB Killed Woodcutters
Dhubri : Suspected National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) ultras shot dead a woodcutter named Jamiruddin Khan at Bashbari Elupara forest under Golokganj police station here yesterday night.

Large Scale Appointments In The State : APCC Seeks Dr. Gill's Intervention
Guwahati : Mr. Sarat Borkataki, General Secretary of Assam Pradesh Congress Committee informed that the APCC has sought Chief Election Commissioner Dr. M S Gill's intervention in the large scale appointments made by the state government during the period of March 22 to 27. Mr. Barkataki in his letter alleged that violating the CEC's directive, the government is issuing appointment letters at a large scale through unfair means.

Job Opportunities To Martyr's Families
Guwahati : The Assam government has been compelled to take a fruitfull decision regarding the 'swahid pariyal' when 200 Asom Jatiya Swahid Pariyal Samannayrakshi Parishad activists gathered to place the demand. Ultimately the state government has decided to appoint one eligible person from the families of the martyrs of the Assam agitation in government jobs.

This decision was taken in a meeting held at Circuit House here yesterday between Cooperative Minister Nurul Hussain and Asom Jatiya Swahid Pariyal Samannayrakshi Parishad members on their various demands.

AASU Lamented
Guwahati : The Asom Gana Parishad led state government is doing nothing for the benefit of the families of the martyrs of the Assam agitation--- All Assam Students' Union (AASU) criticised the ruling AGP in a press release here. In the release, AASU further lamented that even after more than 15 years of signing the Assam Accord the government has not done justice to the families of the martyrs. 

News on 28th March '2001 

Rs 100 Crore For Border Fencing
Guwahati : The Union Government has sanctioned a total allocation of Rs.100 cr for the year 2001-2002 for the erection of border wire fencing and construction of roads along the Indo-Bangladesh border in order to check infiltration. This amount signifies an increase over the allocation of Rs. 87.51 cr sanctioned during the previous year. A Press Information Bureau (PIB) release stated thus.

Prisoners under-trial Escaped
Sibsagar : Two prisoners under trial, Ranjit Das and Minaram Gogoi, managed to escape when they were being carried under security to be produced before the court. Constable Chandra Gogoi, Rupeswar Gogoi and Indra Chetia have been suspended for their irresponsibility in duty.

New Chairman Of APCC
Guwahati : Bhagawan Lahkar has been appointed as the new chairman of Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC) Coordination Committee for the forthcoming Assembly election by the party president Tarun Gogoi. It has been stated in a party release here.

APSC Member
Guwahati : The state government has appointed retired Air Force Commander Mr. Dhurba Jyoti Sharma as a member of the Assam Public Service Commission (APSC). According to the APSC sources, Mr. Sharma is expected to assume charge within a day or two.

Film Actress Arrested
Mumbai : Film actress Sonali Bendre was arrested yesterday along with two others for posing for a cover-page of a magazine in a dress which allegedly hurt the religious sentiment of the people. Bendre was produced before Additional Chief Metropolitan Magistrate, Usha Iyer, who released her along with two others accused on bail on personal bond of Rs. 12,000. Bendre was posing on the cover-page of Showtime magazine, March 16 to 31,1998 issue.

ULFA Militant Held
Guwahati : Bhabesh Deka and Basanta Das, two suspected ULFA militants, were stopped and caught red-handed by the people of Sualkuchi while they were about to extort money from a local businessman last night. Later the militants were handed over to the police.

Heroin Seized
Guwahati : One Manipuri youth, Amurena Singh, was arrested by Criminal Investigation Department (CID), Narcotic Cell, in an operation here on Monday. 14 grams of heroin was seized from him.

SULFA Arrested
Rangia : Kazal Khan, a SULFA leader was arrested along with his nine accomplices by the police for demanding money unlawfully from a municipality check gate on Monday night here. Police sources said that Khan and his mates also beat up the employees of the gate and looted a sum of Rs. 25,000.

Poll Dates Likely To Be Finalised Today
New Delhi : The Assembly poll date for Assam is likely to be announced on March 29, sources of the Election Commission informed. Sources informed that the date for the state poll is expected to be finalised today after the Chief Election Commissioner resumes his office. Dr. Gill returned from his tour to Tamil Nadu yesterday night.

Politicisation of Education continues with appointment of teachers
From A Special Correspondent
GUWAHATI: Politicisation of the education system in Assam is considered to be one of the main reasons for the present state of affairs of the Government run educational institutions and despite repeated assurances, successive State Governments have used the Government schools as a tool to gather support of the masses.
The previous Congress Government tried to gather public support and to solve the unemployment problem with irregular appointment of thousands of school teachers, which affected the whole education system and now the present AGP led alliance Government has followed suit with just a month to go for the Assembly polls.
At a time when different quarters are demanding that the education system should be kept free from political interference, the Government of Assam has started appointing primary school teachers under the Operation Black Board (OBB) scheme with political interference and without following the norms of appointment.
The process of appointing seven thousand primary school teachers for a period of one year is on but according to information available, the Government went ahead with the process despite opposition from senior bureaucrats. 
Official sources revealed that the decision to give the appointments was taken in a meeting held at the official residence of the Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta on a state holiday earlier this month. The meeting was attended by the Education Minister Thaneswar Boro, Industries Minister Gunin Hazarika, Chief Secretary, Finance Commissioner, Planning&Development Commissioner and senior officers of the Education Department. In that meeting, the Education Minister stressed the need for appointing 7,000 teachers under the OBB scheme of the Government of India under the 9th Five Year Plan. But the senior officers of the State Government opposed the decision on the ground that time was too short to give the appointments before the declaration of the polls. They also pointed out that as the 9th Plan would come to an end after one year and as the Central Government has already made it clear that the future liability of the teachers would have to be borne by the State Government, it might not be feasible for the fund starved state to take the liability. One senior officer even mooted the idea of paying the existing teachers with the money available under the OBB scheme.
However, the Ministers struck to their stand and ultimately it was decided that it would be specifically mentioned in the appointment letters that the teachers would be appointed for a period of one year from April 1 and they would be paid a stipend of Rs 1800 per month. Accordingly the Education Department was asked to prepare a Cabinet memorandum and the same was passed in the Cabinet the next day.
As the people of the State became aware of the proposal to appoint teachers, there was a mad rush of unemployed youths to Dispur and long queues of job seekers were seen at the state secretariat and the MLA hostels. But the unfortunate part is that most of the youths queuing up at Dispur are not aware that the teachers would be appointed only for a period of one year and they have nothing to look ahead to after completion of one year in service. It is also alleged that certain unscrupulous persons also duped a fair number of unsuspecting youths with the lure of providing jobs as school teachers.
Official sources said that the process followed by the Government to appoint school teachers is also not very clear. At the initial state, it was decided that the list prepared earlier would be used to give the appointments. But now constituency level committees headed by political leaders, particularly Ministers , have been formed to select candidates .It is learnt that the legislators have a big say in selection of candidates and in some cases the MLAs have already submitted their own lists for appointment of candidates, which is a clear case of politicisation of the education system keeping the ensuing polls in mind. Moreover, till date the Government has not issued any advertisement for the appointment of school teachers under the OBB scheme.
It may be mentioned here that political interference in the education system is nothing new in Assam as a large number of irregular appointments were given during the tenure of the previous Government also. Immediately after coming to power, the present Government formed the Monoharan Committee to look into the irregularities in appointment of teachers but apparently no action has been taken on the report of the committee or against the persons responsible for the irregular appointments. The All Assam Students' Union (AASU) has also been demanding that the education system should be kept free from political interference but till date the Government has not bothered to pay heed to the demand.
Meanwhile, the Chief Election Commissioner Dr M S Gill, during his recent visit to the State, said that the Government should not go for fresh appointment at a time when the elections are knocking at the door. He also directed that the newly appointed teachers should not be engaged in poll duties.
Moreover, some serious irregularities in appointment of college teachers have also come to the surface. Official sources said that Assam has six Government colleges- Cotton College, Haflong College, Diphu College, Government Sanskrit College, Jorhat Science College and the Government Law College. Interestingly, arbitrary posting of teachers in the Government colleges resulted in serious problems for the colleges in the hill districts. Sources said that as many as 14 posts of teachers are lying vacant in the Diphu and Haflong colleges , while, in some departments of Cotton college, the number of teachers is much more than required as per the University Grants Commission prescribed norms. Sources said that the problem faced by the colleges of the hill districts can be solved to a great extent by rational posting of teachers but till date no step has been taken in this regard. Instead of going for rational posting of teachers, the Education Minister sent a list of candidates to be appointed as teachers to the Department, but senior officers of the Department opposed the move. Sources said that the teachers for the Government colleges should be selected through the Assam Public Service Commission but in this case, the list was prepared without going through the APSC or even without inviting any application .Sources revealed that some heads may roll in the Education Department as several senior officers refused to follow the instructions on the Minister.

Clear picture of political alignment yet to emerge 


From A Special Correspondent
GUWAHATI: With little over a month to go for the Assembly polls in Assam, a clear picture of the political alignments is yet to emerge and the major parties are still holding discussions to come into understanding with smaller groups.
It may be mentioned here that in the neighbouring State West Bengal, the process of announcement of the names of the candidates is on and the ruling left Front has already announced the names of its candidates, while, in Assam, the partners of the ruling alliance are not sure whether to stick together or not.
The Communist party of India (CPI) is yet to announce its decision on whether to stay with the present alliance as some differences have cropped up between the CPI and the Asom Gana parishad (AGP). Senior CPI leader Promode Gogoi said that defeating the BJP and its allies would be the main political slogan of the CPI in the ensuing polls. The CPI state executive is meeting later this evening ,while, a meeting of the ruling alliance partners is scheduled for later tonight. However, a clear picture of the status of the alliance is not likely to come out shortly. According to reports available, the some district units of the AGP are opposed to the idea of continuing the alliance with the CPI as they are of the view that the AGP would not be benefited by continuing the alliance with the CPI and a clear picture in this regard is likely to emerge after the meeting of the alliance partners tomorrow.
The stand of the other Left party in the alliance CPM is also not clear. The AGP is reportedly trying to rope in the United Minorities Front (UMF) into the alliance to win over the minorities, but the CPM is opposed to the idea . The CPM may walk out of the alliance if the UMF is roped in as the CPM is of the view that the UMF is a communal party and the state witnessed a war of words between the two parties on this issue. The AGP is also trying to get the support of the All Bodo Students' Union (ABSU) and one faction of the Autonomous State Demand Committee (ASDC). If the AGP manages to get the support of the ABSU, it would give a major boost to the electoral prospects of the party as the ABSU has considerable hold in the Bodo dominated areas of the State. However, the ABSU is yet to make its stand clear in this regard. It may be mentioned here that immediately after being elected as the president of the ABSU last month, Rabiram Narzary told newsmen that the ABSU had no objection in extending support to any party which supported its cause.
Though the decision of the BJP to come into an electoral understanding with the AGP laid to rest all the speculations in this regard, it is still not clear which party approached the other for an alliance. The AGP president Prafulla Kumar Mahanta claimed that the AGP never approached the BJP, while, the BJP state unit president Rajen Gohain maintained that Mr Mahanta had approached the Prime Minister with the proposal for an alliance.
The main opposition party Congress is likely to get the support of the Jamiat Ulema and the APCC president Tarun Gogoi admitted that the Jamiat has sought 35 seats. Apart from the support of the Jamiat, the Congress is likely to fight the polls alone but APCC president did not rule out the possibility of local level understanding in some constituencies.
The BJP may come into an electoral understanding with the Trinamul Gana Parishad (TGP) headed by former State Assembly Speaker Pukalesh Baruah and former PWD Minister Atul Bora but a formal announcement in this regard is awaited. The BJP also held meetings with the All Assam Students''Union (AASU) with the bid to getting the support of the organisation in the polls but the party failed to receive any commitment from the AASU.
Till now only the partners of the Regional Democratic Alliance (RDA) headed by the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) has made their stand clear regarding alignments and it is expected that the other major political parties would make formal announcement regarding alliances with others within a week or so.

K K Handique Award
Guwahati : The first Krishna Kanta Handique literary award of Asom Sahitya Sabha will be presented to Dr. Mukunda Madhav Sharma in a function to be held at Lakshmiram Baruah Sadan in Guwahati on March 30 at 4 pm, a press release stated here. Asom Sahitya Sabha president Mr. Homen Borgohain will preside over the function.

News on 27th March '2001 

Attack on Dibakar Deka : What lies beneath ? Secret Killings Might Start Once Again.
Guwahati : After a gap of a year and a half, once again a SULFA man has been attacked by armed ULFA militants in the heart of the Guwahati city. During the last six months, nevertheless, at least 25 persons died in the several ULFA-SULFA conflicts in the state. Though police believes ULFA to be behind the attack on Dibakar Deka, which was attempted at about 7.35 am on March 22 at Japorigog Tiniali, yet a detail analysis of the incident has brought certain other matters to the fore. It was not at all difficult for the armed ULFA men instantly to kill Mr. Deka who was getting off his car all alone to buy cigarettes from a roadside shop. But the fact that the group fled away shooting Deka at his stomach from such a close proximity, has led many to suspect something hidden behind the entire drama.

It is known from unofficial sources that Deka, of late, had developed certain sympathetic attitude towards ULFA and also believed that ULFA might not be behind the recent killings of SULFA members. His growing concern for ULFA and his unwillingness to be a toy to the government has led a particular front to attack him---intelligence sources believe.

Now that Mr. Deka expresses that ULFA won't be allowed to stay in peace, chances of ULFA-SULFA turmoil taking the edge cannot be ignored. Now secret killings and inter-group conflicts will naturally come up, and this unrest might serve the political interest of certain others. In fact, certain fronts might succeed in engaging a portion of SULFA men in such conflicts for their own political gain.

Section 144 Promulgated
Nalbari : The Additional District Magistrate of Nalbari district has imposed section 144 Cr P C, prohibiting gathering of five or more persons in public places, intimation to any person while lawfully discharging duties, blasting of any explosive including crackers, carrying any lethal weapons, holding any demonstration, satyagraha, use of tinted glasses in vehicles, full-masked helmets by two-wheeler riders, organising any cultural evening or theatre without prior permission, in the entire Nalbari district with immediate effect. It is stated in an official press release here.

Crucial Meeting of the Unified Command
Guiwahati (PTI) : In a crucial meeting, the Unified Command reviewed the security scenario of the state, an official spokesman informed here. The meeting assumes importance in view of the forthcoming Assembly election in the state and the Chief Election Commissioner's directive to strengthen security measures so that polls can pass off without any violence.

Two More Communities Included In OBC and MOBC List
Guwahati : The Assam government has included two more communities in the state OBC and MOBC list. The Government of Assam in the recommendation of Assam Backward Commission has included the Satnami community comprising tea and ex-tea garden labourers in the list of MOBC, and the Kiran Sheikh community comprising of Patikar Bajni and Hazam of Barak Valley in the list of OBC.

2.66 Cr Population In Assam
New Delhi : Assam's population has touched 2,66,38,407 mark as on March 1, according to new census figures released recently. Out of this, 1,37,87,739 are male and 1,28,50,608 are female. The census of India 2001 concluded on February 28. 

Illegal Migration From Bangaladesh : Major Threat to Assam
Shillong : Attributing ethnicity, political and economic negligence by the centre, and recent political awakening to be the genesis of the long standing insurgency problem, the Indian Army reiterated that ISI had been able to spread its tentacles, particularly in Assam and the Garo hills of Meghalaya, as the region had an 'alarmingly affected demographic pattern'.

Delivering a lecture on 'Briefing of the Situation In North-East' during a workshop conducted by Headquarters 101 held at Rhino Officers' Institute here on Sunday, Colonel Rezara said that with Myanmarese army launching raids against the Mynmarese rebels and NSCN headquarters in that country, and the subsequent Indian government's offer of cease fire to Issac-Muviah group, unrest in Nagaland has been reduced considerably. If peace is restored in Nagaland, insurgency in the entire North-East will be eliminated.

While the insurgency in Mizoram is attributed to control apathy, that in Tripura is due to crisis among the tribals. The lack of development and the conflict between Khasi, Jaintia and Garo tribes in Meghalaya and conflict among various tribes (Naga, Meitei, Kuki etc.) in Manipur are some of the major causes that gave rise to tension in these areas, Col Rezora said. Rezora also emphasised that illegal migration from Bangladesh had posed a serious threat to the demographic patterns of Assam.

AGP Has A 'Secret Understanding' With SULFA : Modi
New Delhi : The ruling AGP has a 'secret understanding' with SULFA and that is why BJP has rejected the proposal of poll-alliance with the party. There is no probability of Bharatiya Janata Party to form alliance with AGP in the forthcoming Assembly election in Assam--- this is stated by BJP General Secretary Narendra Modi to the reporters. Modi also said 'BJP wants to liberate Assam from ULFA and SULFA. We shall be contesting on the plank of Surakshit Assam, Vikasit Assam (secured and developed Assam).' Modi also accused Congress of entering into a 'secret deal' with ULFA.

500 Jatiya Sanmilan Members Joined Congress
Guwahati : Along with more than 500 members, Asom Jatiya Sanmilan General Secretary and former AGP leader Hemanta Barman joined the Congress party at a rally organised by Congress at Sanaram High School field here. Former Union Minister Jagdish Titler also addressed the rally.

Shot Attempted At TGP Member
Guwahati : Jibon Bora, a member of Trinamool Gana Parishad (TGP) was attempted to shoot down by some unidentified gunmen, Sunday night, near his residence under Basistha police station here, police sources said. Bora was immediately admitted to the GMC hospital and he was stated to be out of danger. Police has arrested Tarun Rabha, Bishwa Boro and Nabla Boro along with Sunil Gogoi in relation to the incident.

Former Hardcore Militant Killed
Kokrajhar : Former hardcore National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) militant Halarus Basumatary was gunned down by suspected NDFB militants here in his residence. According to the sources, Basumatary was previously a hardcore NDFB militant, but owing to some internal causes of the organisation he quit the outfit in 1996 and was living a common life.

AIDS In Assam : One Died
Bokakhat : While 60,000 persons in Assam are reported to carry the AIDS virus, record of one death has come up recently. A 36 years old Army jawan, Guleswar Saikia of Kamargaon, under Golaghat district, died of AIDS on March 3. He was detected HIV positive six months ago and was given compulsory retirement from Army. It is reported that Saikia fought for India in the Kargil war. He has left his wife, two daughters and a son behind him.

ULFA's Hideout Detected
Guwahati : In a joint operation by CRPF and Assam Police last night, detected a hideout of ULFA at Hatigaon Megadam near Assam-Meghalaya border and recovered a large amount of explosive.

SAKP Turmoil Coming To An End, Salary On March 28
Guwahati : After the three day long strike of the Sadou Asom Karmachari Parishad ended, the state government has stated that the government employees will be paid their pending February month's salary on March 28. In a press release the government also assured that the employees will receive the salary of the month of March in the first half of April. It needs mention that the Parishad was about to go for an eight-hours hunger strike if the government had failed to clear up the pending salary by March 27.

CPI Will Contest From 40 Seats
Guwahati : If the AGP ties up with any of the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) members including BJP, then CPI would walk-out from the state four-party ruling alliance. In a state executive meeting of the party held here yesterday it also decided to contest for 40 seats if it goes into the poll alone. After the rejection of Pramod Gogoi by the Sibsagar unit AGP members this decision has gained much importance for the ruling alliance.

More Than 300 Applications For Party Tickets
Guwahati : More than 300 AGP members have filed applications seeking party tickets for the forthcoming Assembly election--it is known from party sources. Yesterday was the last date for filing applications. It is also known from intelligence sources that the Chief Minister has already prepared the list of candidates who will be suitable for the particular constituencies of the state. The Sibsagar constituency, however, is yet to be decided upon since the party members of the constituency have, of late, withdrawn their support from Pramod Gogoi.

Support To Congress
Guwahati : All Assam Muslim Yuba Parishad (AAMYP) has extended its support to the Cogress for the forthcoming state Assembly election. The decision was taken in an executive meeting of the Parishad here, a Parishad release informed.

News on 26th March '2001 

ULFA Member Held
Guwahati : A hardcore ULFA militant, Project Rabha, was held by a joint operation of police and CRPF at Hatigaon Suwarmari Basti here yesterday. The Goalpara Super-in-tendent of Police, Mr. A K Saharia, said that along with the militant a huge amount of arms and ammunition was recovered. He also expressed his apprehension that ULFA might be preparing for some major attempt to threat the law and order situation both before and during the election. He also said that security measures have been tightened in the area.

Surrendered ULFA Shot Dead
Rangia : Dulu Deka alias Pranjal, a SULFA man, was gunned down by suspected ULFA members yesterday evening. According to the official sources, Deka was on his way to Delupar when two suspected ULFA militants coming on bike shot him dead from a close range.

Protest March
Guwahati : Assam Pradesh Youth Congress (APYC) workers organised a protest march from Rajgarh Bihutali to Raj Bhawan today. APYC also submitted a memorandum to the President of India through the Governor demanding the resignation of the Prime Minister in connection with the alleged defence deal scam.

6 Persons Killed In Tripura
Agartala : At least six persons, including a woman, have lost their lives and 14 others injured in separate road accidents in South Tripura since last night. Police sources said that two persons were killed when a speeding truck lost control and entered a tea stall at Birchandra Manu.

In another incident two labourers were killed and as many unjured when a loaded truck fell into a roadside ditch at Debipur. In separate incidents at Taidu two persons were killed and twelve others were enjured when their vehicles met with accident. 

Gill's visit a boon to opposition parties in Assam
From A Special Correspondent
GUWAHATI: The opposition political parties in Assam have reasons to feel elated over the outcome of the three-day visit of the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Dr M S Gill from March 19 to 21 as the CEC took note of their apprehensions and issued necessary instructions to the administration in this regard.
Two major opposition parties- Congress and the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) had expressed apprehension that the ruling Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) might try to use the surrendered militants to rig the polls. They alleged that the surrendered militants were given a free run by the Government for this purpose only. However, the CEC took serious note of their apprehensions and directed the State Administration and the Police to keep the surrendered militants under strict control during the election process, particularly on the day of the poll. He also directed that immediate steps should be taken to confiscate the illegal weapons. The CEC also warned that if anything goes wrong, the District Magistrates and the local police would be held responsible. Now it remains to be seen whether the instruction of the CEC is carried out .
On the apprehension of law and order problem during the polls, Dr Gill said that all efforts would be made by the Commission to ensure free and fair polls in Assam. He said that the Commission had meetings with the Chief Secretary, Home Commissioner, Director General of Assam Police as well as with the Union Home Ministry and maximum possible security personnel would be deployed to ensure peaceful polls. He pointed out that the 1999 general elections in Assam was quite peaceful and the turn out of the voters was higher than the national average.
Almost all the opposition parties expressed apprehension that the ruling party would try to misuse the administration during the polls and taking note of the apprehension the CEC reminded all the Central and State cadre officers that under the Representation of Peoples Act, all the officers on election duty would be under the supervision , control and discipline of the Election Commission and severe action including suspension can be taken against the officers, if required. He also directed the State Government that the officers who were serving in the same place for four and more years, should be transferred and no senior officer should be posted in his or her home district.
The Assam Government has started the process of appointing teachers with only little over a month to go for the polls and the move is seen by the political parties as an apparent move to woo the voters. The CEC has taken note of the fact and directed the State Government that fresh appointments should not be given at this moment. He also directed that the teachers appointed recently should not be used for election duties.
However, during his visit to the State, Dr Gill refused to comment on the election schedule and only said that the Commission would take the decision in this regard shortly. It may be mentioned here that the AGP has demanded that the elections should be held in three phases to facilitate deployment of adequate security forces, while, the Congress demanded that the polls should be held in one phase. The Congress also alleged that the demand for holding of the polls in three phases was an attempt by the ruling party to rig the polls. The BJP, on the other hand, demanded that the polls should be held in two phases to ensure proper deployment of the security forces to facilitate free and fair polls. Now it remains to be seen what step the Commission takes in this regard.

News on 25th March '2001 

Assembly Election Dates Will Be Announced Next Week 

New Delhi : The Assembly elections for Assam, West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Pandicherry are likely to be held in the early part of May, the schedule for which will be announced by the Election Commission next week---Commission sources informed so. The sources also informed that despite the demand of the Assam government for a two-day poll, the Commission is expected to go in for an one-day affair, since the ruling and opposition parties of the other four states support one day poll.

The Election Commission would draw up poll schedules in such a manner to allow the new governments sufficient time to settle down before the expiry of the five year tenure of the on-going Assemblies, sources said.

The final dates for filing of nominations, their withdrawals, polling and counting would be announced soon.

Stir Against Gohain
Guwahati : Against the decision of the BJP state committee to form poll-alliance with Trinamool Gana Parishad for the forthcoming state Assembly election, a section of the state BJP supporters have taken a protest programme in front of the party head quarters at Rajgarh in the city. They resorted to dharna to protest against Gohain's decision.

Five Gunned Down By NLFT
Agartala : The National Liberation Front of Tripura (NLFT) gunned down two CRPF jawans and three civilians yesterday evening here on the national high way connecting Tripura with Assam. The ultras managed to escape with one carbine, one self-loading rifle. This was the third successful operation by NLFT during this year.

SAKP's Next Step
Guwahati : After the three-day-long strike, the Sadou Asom Karmachari Parishad (SAKP) will take up a protest programme of eight-hours hunger-strike on March 28. It is also known from the Parishad that if the government be able to release the February month's salary within 27th March, the programme might be cancelled.

Drama By Natyam
Guwahati : In connection with the 10th anniversary of  setting up of the amateur drama group, Natyam, they  will stage four dramas of late Bhaiya Mama at Rabindra Bhawan on March 26 and 27. The plays will start from 3.01pm and 6.01pm. This is informed by the group.

Recently Recruited Govt Employees Will Not Be Engaged---Mushahari
Guwahati : The Chief Electoral Officer Mr. Bhaskar Mushahari said that the State Election Department will soon chalk out an appropriate plan to implement Chief Election Commissioner M S Gill's order not to engage the recently recruited government employees in election duties for the forthcoming Assembly polls in Assam. Talking to newspersons, Mr Mushahari also said that the department will instruct all the Deputy Commissioners of the state to verify the dates of appointment of each and every employees to be engaged in the poll duties.

Jana Krisnamurthy, BJP New President
New Delhi : After the resignation of Mr. Bangaru Laxman as the president of BJP, Jana Krisnamurthy has taken over as the new president of the party. In a function held today he formally took over the charge.

Pramod Gogoi Rejected By AGP Sibsagar Committee
Sibsagar : Asom Gana Parishad's Sibsagar regional committee has decided to withdraw its support from CPI MLA and State Flood Control Minister Mr. Pramod Gogoi. The decision was adopted in a meeting held on Thursday under the chairmanship of Sachin Baruah. The Sibsagar AGP unit has made it clear that it would oppose the party's decision if the Sibsagar seat is offered to its allies in the forthcoming Assembly election. The meeting also resolved to inform the central committee of AGP about this decision.

100 Shops Gutted at Golaghat, A Magisterial Enquiry Ordered
Jorhat : Property worth more than Rs. 5 crore was gutted in a devastating fire which completely destroyed Golaghat main market arround 4.25 pm yesterday. More than hundred shops, including the silk market, were gutted in the fire. The fire brigades from Golaghat, Jorhat, Dergaon, Moriani and Numaligarh Refinary Ltd. doused the inferno for more than five hours. The cause of the fire is yet to be known. Top officials of the district met the Deputy Commissioner today to discuss the issue. The district administration has ordered a magisterial inquiry into the incident.

Fire In Udalguri
Udalguri : Fire destroyed property worth at least Rs 5 lakh in the heart of the Udalguri town in March 19 midnight. The fire is said to start from an electric short-circuit in one enterprise and the fire spread out. The timely service of the State Fire Service, army jawans of 15 Dogra Regiments and CRPF saved the town from further destruction.

Fire in the City, Bata showroom gutted
Guwahati : In a devastating fire in the busy Fancy Bazar area, a Bata showroom was completely gutted. The fire began yesterday evening at 7 pm. The fire started when a generator burst inside the showroom. The fire also destroyed a godown of readymade garments belonging to Goenka Traders located in the same building. It took the fire fighters around half an hour to have control over the fire.

Nipamacha Re-elected
Imphal : Former Manipur Chief Minister W Nipamacha Sinha has been re-elected as the president of Manipur state Congress party, party spokesman Mr. Senjam Tombinou informed this.

News on 24th March '2001 

GSS Opposed ASEB's Revised Security Deposit
Guwahati : The Assam State Electricity Board's (ASEB) reported decision to revise the security deposit for the supply of electricity to its existing customers is 'unjustified', addressing a press conference, Grahak Suraksha Samity (GSS) president Mr. Deben Dutta said thus. He also appealed to the consumers to oppose such type of decisions.

Poll Dates For Assam To Be Announced By The Month's End 

New Delhi (PTI) : The Election Commission is likely to announce the poll dates for the Assembly elections in Tamilnadu, West Bengal, Kerala, Pondicherry and Assam by the month's end. Election Commission sources said the dates are likely to be announced after the return of Chief Election Commissioner Dr. M S Gill from Tamilnadu. During his two day visit to Tamil Nadu from 26th March Dr. Gill will have detail discussions with the state Chief Secretary, Home Secretary, Director General of Police and the Chief Electoral Officer and review the poll preparations and the law and order situation in the state. Gill will also meet leaders of various political parties, the source said. While the tenure of the Tamilnadu Assembly ends on May 21 that of Kerala ends on May 28.

Ultras held by Army
Guwahati : In the last two days, Army have held 13 militants including 2 Bodo Tiger Force ultras in the Guwahati city. One 0.22 Revolver has also been recovered. All of them were handed over to police.

SAKP Agitation 

Guwahati : The Sadou Asom Karmachari Parishad continued their agitation yesterday too. Normal functioning of state government offices stood paralised yesterday also like the last two days. A group of SAKP members also resorted to dharna against AGP government.

Minor Girl Abducted
Guwahati : Abduction of school girls have increased day by day in the city. Last month 13 such cases in the city have been recorded. Lastly a student of Bhaskar Vidyapith H S School, Rajima Begum (15) was abducted on March 14 when she was on her way to school. A case has already been filed by her family at Chandmari police station.

Blood Group Identification Camp
Guwahati : A blood group identification camp was recently held in the Cotton College premises. Cotton College Centenary Celebration Committee General Seretary Satyendra Kumar Choudhury inaugurated the camp. About 250 Cottonians participated in the camp.

Bordoloi Trophy
Guwahati : The 50th Lokapriya Bordoloi Trophy football tournament will be held here from October 1 to 22. This is informed by Tapan Hazarika, Joint Secretary of Assam Football Association here. He also said that AFA has released the tentative dates of all the major soccer tournies.

Yogasana Class
Guwahati : Vivekananda Kendra of Guwahati will organise a Yogasana class from April 2 to 12 at the Kendra premises for both man and woman from 6 am to 7.30 pm. Interested persons can contact Vivekananda Kendra, MG road, Uzanbazar. 

News on 23rd March '2001 

Mahanta is threatening his colleagues with secret killing : Atul Bora
Guwahati : 'I have specific information that Mahanta is threatening his colleagues with secret killing so that they do not leave the party. I have also come to know that he is trying to win over disgruntled AGP by promoting jobs to their family members'--- Trinamool Gana Parishad (TGP) General Secretary and senior MLA Atul Bora, addressing a press conference here on Wednesday said thus. He also claimed that 'as soon as poll dates are announced in Assam, the AGP will break into several splinter groups.' The TGP leader further said that his party is holding discussion with the BJP, and the alliance has almost assumed a final shape.

In a question regarding the contest in Dispur constituency, from which he is contesting, Mr. Bora said that the contest will be interesting if either Prafulla Kumar Mahanta or Jayashri Mahanta stands from Dispur. He said 'that will increase the chances of my victory.' 'It will not be possible for either of them to defeat me in Dispur constituency'--he further claimed.

News on 22nd March '2001 

Congress demands single-phase, BJP two-phase and AGP three-phase polls in Assam
Guwahati : The ruling AGP party demands that the forthcoming Assembly election should have three-phase polls, while the BJP has called for two-phase polls along with the closure of the international borders of the state with Bangladesh and Bhutan. On the other hand, Congress has already urged the Election Commission to hold the polls within one day provided with sufficient security measures.

In response to this, a source of the Election Commission has informed that the Commission has been thinking of holding a two-phase election. It may not be possible to arrange one day poll owing to the lack of sufficient security system. The source also informed that the poll dates will be declared after the Central Election Commissioner, who is on his visit to the state, returns to New Delhi.

2000 AGP, Congress (I) members Join BJP
Guwahati : In the last one week in a series of party meetings held in different municipality wards, town committee wards and village panchayats, more that 2000 members of Asom Gana Parishad and Congress (I) have joined the Bharatiya Janata Party. It is informed by BJP Guwahati city unit office secretary Manik Nath in a release here.

Tarun Gogoi will be the next C M : NSUI
Guwahati : Tarun Gogoi led Assam Pradesh Congress Committee will form the next government and Gogoi will be the next Chief Minister---former General Secretary of the National Students' Union of India (NSUI), Manirul Hussain claimed thus. Hussain also claimed, in a press release, that both AGP and BJP are playing with the sentiments of the people of the state.

Ten BLT men arrested in the city
Guwahati : Ten members of Bodo Liberation Tigers (BLT) were arrested by the city police on Tuesday. According to police spokesman, following a secret information a team of police officials led by Azara outpost officer-in-charge, went to the North-East Pure Drinks Pvt.Ltd., a bottling plant of Pepsi Industries situated in Rani-Patgaon area on the outskirts of the city, and caught a ten members gang of BLT ultras red-handed who were trying to extort a sum of rupees 80,000 from the plant manager.

Leader of the BLT gang, Hitesh Boro (28) said that the team wanted to go to Delhi but did not have enough money and hence had embarked an extortion drive. The other gang members who were arrested are Mohit Boro (22), Upen Boro (29), Hiralal Boro (28), Mono Boro (21), Suddarshan Chakra Rabha (30), Mahendra Boro (23), Satlu Boro (25), Amar Boro (22) and Naresh Boro (21).

BJP meet postponed
Guwahati : In view of the party's national executive meet, the state executive meeting of BJP scheduled on March 24 has been postponed. This was stated in a BJP release here.

Media Award for D N Bezbaruah
New Delhi (UNI): Mr. D N Bezbaruah, editor, 'The Sentinel', has been selected for the Panchajanya Nachikata Award, 2000, for journalism representing exemplary courage, truthfulness and nationalism. Prime Minister AB Vajpayee, who was also the first editor of Panchajanya, will present the award to him on March 23. The award consists of Rs. one lakh in cash, Uttarayan and a citation.

Padma Bhusan to Dr. Bhupen Hazarika
New Delhi : Prominent composer and lyricist Dr.Bhupen Hazarika was awarded Padma Bhusan at a glittering function in the Rashtrapati Bhawan on Wednesday.

Operation Black Board  

High Court Cancels 300 Teachers' Appointments
Guwahati : By a petition filed by All Assam Unemployed Association, the Gauhati High Court cancelled the appointment of 300 teachers in the L P and M E schools in Lakhimpur district. These teachers were appointed under the Black Board Scheme. These posts were created on March 8 and appointments were made on March 12 without any proper advertisement. The High Court has directed the concerned authorities to advertise the posts in the local newspapers including The Assam Tribune, Dainik Janambhumi etc. It also ordered the authorities to go for appointment through proper selection procedure undertaken by the respective schools.

Sexual Abuse : Cachar tops in the list
Guwahati : There are more than 280 cases of domestic violence, 12 minor girls' kidnapping cases, 30 rape cases and at least 10 cases of deprivation of women from parental property. At least 700 cases related to crime involving women have been registered in different police stations in Cachar district last year--this is informed by Bithika Acharya, Chairman of the District Level Committee for Crimes Involving Women (DLCCIW). She further informs that the incidents of domestic violence, dowry-deaths, matrimonial disputes, bigamy, rape and kidnapping of teenage girls have increased in recent times in both rural and urban areas of Cachar district. A total of 10 cases of dowry related deaths were reported to the committee this year. At least one case of sexual abuse has been dealt with everyday by the committee from the beginning of this year. Most of the rape cases record young boys within twelveth standards raping minor girls. The chairperson feels that the number may be more than one per day, as most of the guardians of the victims keep the fact hidden, and thus many of the offences are kept away from justice.

Keep surrendered militants under strict control: CEC
From A Special Correspondent
GUWAHATI: The Chief Election Commissioner (CEC), Dr M S Gill has issued instruction to the Assam Administration and the Police to keep all the surrendered militants under strict control during the election process, particularly on the day of the polls. He has also warned that the District Magistrates and the Police would be held responsible if anything goes wrong.
Addressing a Press conference here today, Dr Gill said that the Election Commission has also issued instruction to confiscate all illegal weapons and take action against all the undesirable elements to ensure free and fair polls. He assured that the action taken on the instructions would be reviewed from time to time. He also reminded all the State and Central cadre officers that under the Representation of the Peoples Act, all staff on election duty would be under the supervision, control and discipline of the Election Commission and severe action including suspension can be taken against the officers ,if required.
The CEC said that maximum number of security personnel would be posted in the state to ensure violence free polls. He said that he had meetings with the Chief Secretary, Home Commissioner, Director General of Police and Home Ministry officials in this regard and directed the Chief Electoral Officer of the state to send regular reports on security arrangements. However, he expressed the hope that the Commission would be able to hold free and fair polls in the state. In this context, he referred to the Lok Sabha polls in 1999 and said that the polls in Assam were more peaceful than some other states of the country and the voter turn out was as high as 78 per cent. He reminded the insurgent groups that nothing can be achieved through violence and appealed to the youths to think positively. He also sought the cooperation of all concerned for conducting free and fair polls.
Dr Gill said that no senior person should be posted in their home districts during the poll process and directed the State Government to shift the officers who are serving in the same place for four or more years. He said that to uphold the principle of democracy, no Government should take any major decision when the State is already in the election mode . He also requested the State Government not to go for fresh recruitment when the polls are approaching and instructed the concerned officials that the teachers appointed now should not be put on election duty.
The CEC said that in the last couple of days, he met representatives of the political parties, deputations and individuals and had intensive discussion to understand their viewpoints. He said that the members of the Commission would meet shortly to announce the election schedule for the state. Replying to a question on the State Government's demand for holding the polls in three phases, he said that the Commission would announce its decision soon after a meeting of all the members.
Dr Gill said that he had a meeting with the representatives of the State Government employees. He said that the Commission would ensure that every State Government pays the compensation to the employees if any accident takes place during the polls. "I also met representatives of the teachers and they told me that the Government did not implement the agreements signed with them. But I have told them not to go for a strike during the polls as by doing so they would put pressure on the country and not on the State Government. They should wait for the next government to come to demand solution of their problems," he added.
Replying to a question on the Voters Identity cards, Dr Gill said that the cards would not be used in the state in the ensuing polls. He admitted that the work on issuing voters identity cards was not pushed forward properly in the state and " we shall take up the matter seriously after the polls."
Commenting on the fate of the "D" voters, Dr Gill said that if the voters marked as doubtful can produce evidence in front of the competent authority, their names would be taken off the list of the doubtful voters. He also said that electronic voting machines would be put into use in some constituencies of the state in the ensuing polls.  

News on 21st March '2001 

NDFB Militants Gunned Down 3 Adivasis
Guwahati : National Democratic Front of Bodoland gunned down three Adivasi persons under Bogoribari police station yesterday. According to sources available here, the militants gunned down the persons when they were entering the Letekubari forest to collect fire-wood. Security forces reached the spot immediately and started combing operation.

S P of Nalbari and Dibrugarh districts interchanged 

Nalbari : Nalbari district Superintendent of Police Mr. Dipak Kumar has been transferred to Dibrugarh district and Dibrugarh district S P Mr. Anurag Tankha has been transferred to Nalbari district to replace him.

Rongali Bihu Programme
Guwahati : The South-Central Guwahati Rongali Bihu Sanmilani will organise a three-day-long programme from April 13th to 15th. In a press release the Bihu Sanmilani Committee has asked the participants to contact its office before 9th April.

Payment Suspended
Kohima : Government of Nagaland temporarily suspended all the government payments, except for payment of loans and interests sanctioned by the state Finance Department to avoid financial embargo by the RBI. (PTI)

Tehelka.com Crisis - Tejpal deposes before army court
New Delhi : Tarun Tejpal, Editor -in-chief of tehelka.com, yesterday appeared before a three-member army court of inquiry, probing defence officials' conduct as revealed by tapes, and deposed under oath.

Tejpal appeared for over 90 minutes and handed over four-and-half hour of clandestinely filmed tapes of senior army officers and political figures discussing defence deals with the tehelka investigating team posing as fictitious arms dealers with some of them taking money and gifts.

'The army enquiry made a formal request to me to appear before it, and as the signals from them were very good as to their intentions to take the probe to its logical end, I decided to cooperate with them', Mr. Tejpal said the press. 

ULFA Member Shot Dead
Nalbari : Pradip Haloi, a suspeted ULFA member of Koria village of Nalbari district was gunned down by army personnel at his residence yesterday night at around 1am.

Five Persons Burnt Alive
Guwahati : Five persons were burnt alive when the vehicle they were traveling in caught fire near Dhupdhara in Kamrup district on Sunday. Police sources informed that the victims were on their way to Goalpara from Gauhati Medical College when the vehicle collided with a bus and caught fire. (UNI)

SAKP Strike - Government is trying to undo it
Guwahati : The Sadou Asom Karmachari Parishad (SAKP) is on its two-day-long strike from today in protest against the non-payment of the February month salary by the state government. In a press release, the SAKP said that if the situation so demands they will continue the demonstration programme till day after tomorrow.

On the other hand, the state government has directed all the Commissioners of Divisions, Deputy Commissioners and Sub-Divisional Officers to ensure normal functioning of the government offices today and tomorrow in view of the demonstration programme called by the SAKP. 

News on 20th March '2001 

Operation Black Board : Candidates stepped down to violence in Sonitpur 

Sonitpur : Violating the High Court orders, the ruling AGP has already appointed 70 teachers under the 'Black Board Scheme'in Sonitpur district. A group of candidates for the teachers' post, however, doubt the sanctity of the appointment procedure. They believe that corrupting elements including political deceit have entered the process. They used slogans against AGP and alleged that Sotia constituency MLA Padma Hazarika and Borcholia constituency MLA Prafulla Goswami have their dirty hands behind the scene. They believe even former Education Minister Brindaban Goswami to be involved in the mess. The angry group even damaged Goswami's car and forces had to be used to keep the situation under control.

The angry group of candidates believe that the appointment letters in the district have been issued only to the relatives of the party leaders and those who have paid a big sum to the MLAs.

It has been noticed that most of the teachers appointed previously under the scheme are yet to draw their first salary.

This year also the the term of validity of the appointment letters is one year, i.e., till March 31,2002. 

11,271 HIV Positive Cases Recorded in Manipur
Imphal : Till January 2001 there were a total number of 11,271 HIV positive cases detected in Manipur, Governor Ved Prakash Marwah told the state Assembly on the first day of the session. Marwah told that hundred percent screening has been achieved in all the blood banks of Manipur.

The governor said that AIDS control programmes have been implemented by the Manipur AIDS Control Society and AIDS education has also been introduced in the school curriculum from class six to ten, and seventeen targeted intervention projects are in operation in the six high risk districts of the state.

Fire Destroyed Property In The City
Guwahati : In a fire that started at around 9.50 pm in the Fatasil Ambari market here, five shops burnt down. Property worth Rs. 3 lakh was destroyed in the fire.

Section 144 Clamped
Sonitpur : Tapan Sarmah, Additional District Magistrate of Sonitpur district, under section 144, CRPO has prohibited wall-writing, postering and using slogans which may be offensive for any person or political party in Sonitpur district with immediate effect.  This step is taken to stop offensive wall-writing and postering in different places of Sonitpur district which may disturb peace and tranquility and create serious breach of public peace in several locations. 

22,000 posts of Social Welfare Deptt.
'Appointment Procedure was Unreasonable' : HC
Guawahti : The Gauhati High Court on Monday rejected the Assam Government's petition to recognise the 22,000 posts in the Department of Social Welfare on the ground that the 'appointment procedure was unreasonable'. Justice D. Biswas of the High Court has directed the state government to give appointments following proper advertisement procedure.

Lohit Deuri Granted Bail
Guwahati : The Gauhati High Court granted bail to SULFA leader Lohit Deuri alias Sahadev Das alias Dipak Das, who was sent to jail for 14 days for his alleged involvement in violence in the Fancy Bazar area. Justice P G Agarwala said that after going through the case diary of Deuri, no charges could be framed against him under Section 384 IPC, under which he was booked. Raju Pradhan and Bijan Mahajan argued for Deuri.

ACF Militant Group Recruits New Youths
The First Batch Goes For Training In Bihar
Kokrajhar : Among the 16 militants groups which are operating in the North- East, the Adivasi Cobra Force (ACF) is one of the active ones. ACF was formed a few years ago, almost at the same time when ULFA was formed, but it became active only during the last couple of months. According to official sources, besides having good relations with ULFA, it is closely related with some extremist groups of Bihar. Now the ACF has started collecting funds from the people of lower Assam, primarily from Kokrajhar and Bongaigaon. Sources also said that the ultra group has recruited a large number of youths from various Adivasi dominated areas of Kokrajhar district. It is also known from an intelligent source that in the first part of the current month a group of youths has already been sent to Bihar for training. ACF has started fund collecting mainly to bear the training cost. 

SAKP strike begins tomorrow - SAABAS extends moral support
Guwahati : Protesting against the non-payment of the February month salary, the Sadou Asom Kormachari Parishad (SAKP) took the decision to resort to strike on 21st and 22nd March. The Sadou Asom Arokhi Bibhagiya Amola Santha has extended its moral support to the SAKP proposed strike. It is informed by a statement here.

News on 19th March '2001 

Chabua Costituency : Chakra Gohain likely to get Congress ticket, AGP's Bhoben Baruah flies to Duliajan
Chabua : Chakra Gohain, who demanded party ticket for Chabua constituency last time, is likely to get ticket this time. On the other hand, AGP Minister Bhoben Baruah, who has been occupying the constituency seat for the last five years, has at last decided to contest from Duliajan constituency.

Mr. Baruah, as reported, did not take up any development steps in the constituency, as he promised, during his five years term. It is alleged that being the chairman of the Dibrugarh district teachers' appointment board he had issued appointment letters to those who had paid him huge amount of money.

Now as Mr. Chakra Gohain is likely to get his long awaited Congress ticket for the constituency, it might be difficult for Baruah to contest from here, against Gohain who is quite popular in the constituency. Jangrai area of Dibrugarh district is Mr. Baruah's birth place but now the Jangrai people also do not support him. The people allege that Mr. Baruah is busy collecting money by issuing teachers appointment letters even now when election is a yard away.

Tehelka.com Crisis
Both the Houses of Parliament adjourned
In the midst of uncontrollable situation both the houses of the Parliament were adjourned today. The opposition parties were only demanding resignation of the BJP led National Democratic Alliance (NDA), and no issue could be discussed.

The Union Home Minister said that it is the conspiracy of the opposition parties to break up the NDA govt. He said that the NDA govt is ready to go for 'vote of confidence' within the parliament. The Prime Minister also expressed his readiness for the same. 

External Affairs Minister takes up the Defence Ministry
After the resignation of George Fernandes from the post of the Defence Minister, External Affairs Minister Mr. Jashwant Singh has taken charge as the Defence Minister. Mr. Fernandes resigned from office on 15th March owing to the tehelka.com disclosure. Under Prime Minister's advice the President handed the charge over to Mr. Singh. On the other hand, answering the press Mr. Fernandes said that he is not likely to rejoin the office for the time being but may consider about it later on, after the Supreme Court proves him clean.

News on 18th March '2001 

Islamic militancy posing a threat to security of India
From A Special Correspondent
GUWAHATI: As the tight security measures in the western sector of India made it difficult for Pakistani Inter Services Intelligence (ISI) backed militants to infiltrate into India, these militants have now trained their guns to the North Eastern region.
The growth of Islamic militancy in the North Eastern region, particularly Assam, if not checked immediately, may pose a serious threat to the security of the country. According to reports available with the security forces, the ISI backed militant outfit Harkat Ul Mujahideen (HUM) is trying to unite all the Islamic militant outfits operating in Assam . Highly placed police sources said that the HUM was trying to act as an umbrella organisation for all the other Islamic militant outfits operating in the State including the Muslim United Liberation Front of Assam (MULFA), Muslim Liberation Tigers of Assam (MULTA), Peoples United Liberation Front (PULF) and the Human Liberation Front. So far the HUM has recruited more than a hundred youths from Assam and they were trained in Pakistan.
Recently six militants belonging to the HUM surrendered before the Assam Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta in Guwahati. They said that they were taken first to Bangladesh through the Dinhata area of West Bengal. They were given some identification papers from the Pakistani embassy in Bangladesh capital Dhaka and were later taken to Pakistan by a flight. They were trained in Battracy in the Afghanistan-Pakistan border and were sent to Assam to motivate others to join the Jehad. 
Police sources revealed that immediately after the massacre of a large number of minorities in Nellie during the height of the Assam movement in 1983, there were a move to form Muslim outfits to protect themselves but that move failed to yield any result. The move to form Islamic militant outfits in Assam succeeded after the demolition of the Babri Masque in 1992 and the groups like MULTA and MULFA were formed around that time. One Nurul Amin of Nalbari district was one of the first youths from Assam to cross over to Bangladesh to join the Harkat Ul Jehad in 1994 and the fact came to light after the recovery of his passport during a raid in the hideout of the outfit in Delhi. Nurul was also involved in the abduction of a group of foreign tourists from Delhi , sources said.
The real threat posed by Islamic militancy came to light after the arrest of four ISI agents including dreaded militant Qari Salim in Guwahati in 1999. Qari was wanted in connection with several cases in different parts of the country and the Union home Ministry awarded the police team involved in the arrest of the ISI agents. During questioning, the arrested ISI men said that as the security measures were tightened in the western sector after the Kargil war, they were looking for an alternative route to enter India and Assam, with rapidly changing demographic pattern due to unabated influx of Bangladeshi nationals, provided them with a suitable alternative. The security forces also came to know about the plans of the ISI backed militant outfits in the region to create trouble.
It may be mentioned here that though the security forces are well aware of the fact that the unabated influx of Bangladeshi nationals provided a fertile ground for the Isi backed militant outfits in Assam, none of the political parties are ready to deal with the issue seriously fearing that such steps would mean losing the votes of the immigrant population. The Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) was formed in 1985 as a fall out of the six year long Assam movement for the detection and deportation of foreigners from the State, but the party headed the state government for ten years without succeeding in taking bold steps for the solution of the problem of influx of foreigners. The BJP, in its election manifesto, promised a lot in this regard but failed miserably to fulfill the promises.

Fashion Show of Assamese Dresses
A Fashion show displaying Assamese dresses will be organised by Nabina Development Committee on 8 April,2001 at 2 pm at the Pensioners' Bhawan, Chandmari, premises--a press release received here informed. Interested participants can contact the Committee Secretary at Sri Sri Sankardeva Granthagar, Children Park, Nabin Nagar, Guwahati-24 between 4 to 6pm on Saturdays, Sundays and Tuesdays, or can contact over phone at 450 092, 591 153 and 528 342.

G U Convocation On March 20
Guwahati : The 21st Convocation of Gauhati University, Guwahati will be held on 20 March,2001 at 2 pm in Birinchi Kumar Baruah Auditorium in the university campus. Chief Election Commissioner of India Dr. M S Gill will grace the occasion as the Chief Guest.

Dr. Gill arrives Assam on March 19th
Guwahati : On a three-day visit to Assam, Chief Election Commissioner Dr. M S Gill will arrive in Guwahati on March 19. According to an official release, during his stay Dr. Gill will hold discussions with the Chief Election Officer, Chief Secretary, Home Secretary and Director General of Police.

Congress is issuing party tickets, Gogoi and Condopan are the deciders
All India Congress Committee meeting begins today in Bangalore. All the Central and State Congress Committee leaders are gathering there for the occasion. This meeting is important in the light of the forthcoming Assembly elections in five states.

Assam Pradesh Congress Committee leaders have gone to attend the meeting. On the other hand, some of the Congress candidates who are likely to contest in the forthcoming election are going to New Delhi in relation to party tickets. They will try to convince the central committee for tickets. Most of the candidates at home are trying to convince the State Congress President Tarun Gogoi and State Assembly opposition leader Silvius Condopan. From party sources it is known that in the next week the candidates' list will be finalised provisionally and then the matter will go to the hands of the central committee. However only Mr. Gogoi and Mr. Condopan will be present from the State Committee side in the Central Committee to finalise the list. Therefore it is clear that the candidates who enjoy the goodwill of the two leaders have the maximum probability of getting party tickets for the forthcoming election.

Two RNF Militants Killed 

Guwahati: In a joint operation by police and security forces, two Rabha National Front (RNF) militants were killed here in the Assam-Meghalaya border area. Sources informed that coming to know that a group of RNF ultras was halting in the border area near Basistha, a joint group of police and security forces personnel reached the spot. But being alarmed, the ultras began firing and in the encounter that followed two militants were killed while the rest could escape.

144 Crpc enforced in Darrang District
Additional District Magistrate of Darrang district has promulgated section 144 Cr P C, prohibiting free movement on roads and tracks in the India-Bhutan border areas within the district, to stop extremists from crossing the Indo-Bhutan International Border through different roads and tracks. The order, however, will not be applicable for Indian security forces and police personnel on duty, and for Daifam-Udalguri road and Samrang-Tangla road. PTI

Failure of AGP-BJP tie up a boon for the Congress
From A Special Correspondent
GUWAHATI: Encouraged by the anti-incumbency factor against the ruling Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) and the failure of the AGP and the BJP to come into an electoral understanding, the Congress has launched its campaign for the elections into the Assam Assembly with law and order and corruption of the AGP led Government as the main poll planks.
After three days of deliberations at New Delhi, the BJP finally decided not to enter into a poll pack with the AGP. Several Central leaders of the BJP including the Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee and the Union Home Minister L K Advani were apparently not opposed to the idea of entering into a poll pact with the AGP but the state unit leaders of the party were against such a move and ultimately the central leaders also accepted the views of the state unit leaders. The president of the State unit of the BJP Mr Rajen Gohain told newsmen that corruption during the AGP regime would be one of the main poll planks of the party. However, it remains to be seen whether such a poll plank would work in the light of the recent revelation by the news portal Tehelka.Com, which resulted in the resignation of the BJP president Bangaru Laxman. 
The whole episode of the AGP-BJP tie up failure is shrouded in mystery as the Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta , who is also the president of the BJP and the BJP state unit president Rajen Gohain gave contradictory statements on the issue. The AGP president said that the AGP never approached the BJP for a poll pact, while. Mr Gohain asserted that Mr Mahanta had in fact approached the Prime Minister with a proposal for an electoral understanding with the BJP. He said that the Central leadership of the BJP initiated the dialogue with the state unit only the possibility of a poll pact with the AGP only after receiving the proposal from the AGP chief.
Meanwhile, the president of the Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC), Mr Tarun Gogoi has asserted that the Congress would be able to form the next government in Assam. He said that if voted to power, the Congress would bring an right to information Bill to make the administration transparent and to reduce the scope of corruption.
Talking to this correspondent, Mr Gogoi said that the failure of the AGP led Government to maintain law and order would one of the main poll planks of the Congress . On the steps need to be taken to solve the problem of insurgency, Mr Gogoi said that rapid economic development is one answer to many a problems faced by the State and the Congress would approach the voters with an economic agenda. He admitted that the Congress did not have a magic formula for reviving the economy of the State and " we have started organising seminars with prominent economists to chalk out a clear cut plan for reviving the economy of Assam."
On the allegations of nexus between Congress and militant outfit United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA), Mr Gogoi said that till date the AGP led Government has not been able to substantiate the charges and even the Union Home Minister ,during his last visit to Assam, stated that the Central Government did not have any information in this regard. He also pointed out that despite repeated demands by the Congress, the AGP led government could not dare to institute either a judicial or a CBI probe into the alleged insurgent-politician nexus.
The APCC chief expressed apprehension that the ensuing polls might not be free and fair as the AGP would try to misuse the Government machinery. He said that his party have already approached the Election Commission to demand steps to ensure a free and fair poll in Assam. It may be mentioned here that the Nationalist Congress party general secretary and former Lok Sabha speaker P A Sangma had also expressed apprehension that the Elections might not be free and fair as the ruling party would try to misuse the administration.

Tehelka.Com Crisis
'If Fernandes is cleared, he will be reinstated'- NDA
New Delhi : One day after the resignation of George Fernandes from the post of the Defence Minister, in the wake of tehelka.com crisis, the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) today reposes faith on him as its convener.

Speaking to the media persons, Parliamentary Affairs Minister, Promod Mahajan said that the enquiry by a sitting Supreme Court Judge would be completed within five to six months, and if Fernandes is cleared, he will be reinstated. On the other hand, the Home Ministry has issued a legal notice to tehelka.com for putting the Union Home Ministry in a scandal pertaining to border fencing.

ISI behind the exercise : Fernandes
New Delhi: In an interview with Star TV, former Defence Minister Mr. George Fernandes expressed his suspicion of ISI's hand behind the sensational tehelka.com disclosure. He said, 'I am not very sure if they (ISI) were not behind this exercise' to demolish the morale of Indian defence forces. He also admitted corruption in the defence establishment. 'The system has been corrupt all these years and there is no doubt about it. Innumerable instances where corruption was exposed figure both in parliament and outside', he said.

AICC Meeting : 15 Thousand delegates gathering under one roof
Tarun Gogoi to meet Sonia Gandhi specially
Two-days-long All India Congress Committee plenary session begins today. In this 81st plenary session, 15 thousand delegates from different parts of the country have gathered under one roof. President of Assam Pradesh Congress Committee, Tarun Gogoi has left to attend the Congress Working Committee, which will go side by side with the plenary session. He will also have a special meeting with Sonia Gandhi in relation with the forthcoming Assembly election.

News on 17th March '2001 

Internet portal tehelka.com provokes reaction in Assam
"It is a political conspiracy" : Bijoya Chakraborty
"Assembly poll will not be effected" : Rajen Gohain
Guwahati : The news which internet portal tehelka.com is selling is unquestionably a political conspiracy. Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee has already declared that NDA government also wants a thorough enquiry and parliamentary debate on the issue--- senior BJP leader and Water Resource Minister Smt. Bijoya Chakraborty reacted thus to the news of tehelka.com. She also said that the real fact will come out soon.

Reacting to the issue, Assam State BJP president Rajen Gohain said that the internet portal news is a plan to demolish BJP's image before the mass, but the real picture will be out very soon. He also felt confident, and claimed that the forthcoming Assembly election will not be effected by these allegations.

Regarding poll-alliance Mr. Gohain said that the party is having its talks with small political parties of the state. The party has also discussed with Trinamool Gana Parishad and Trinamool Congress and hopes for alliance with these parties. He said that the matter will be clear within next week.

National Handloom Expo 2001 Begins In Guwahati
The 'hatote lukuwa sahote sukuwa' ( that can be accommodated within the palm and dried up in the shade) handloom of Assam has entertained much appreciation in Assam as well as outside. Just like the Banarashi and Hyderabadi cloths, Assamese textile too has its glorious tradition. Right from the reign of the Ahom kings, the Muga and Pat of Assam has been bearing a grandeur which has accumulated, of late, wide appreciation all over the country---inaugurating the National Handloom Expo 2001 in Guwahati, the Assam Chief Minister Mr. Prafulla K Mahanta said thus. The Expo has been organised by  Artfed, Govt. of Assam and sponsored by Development Commission, Handloom, Govt. of India. Mahanta also said that the 18 lakhs Assamese weavers with their 12 lakhs weaving sets produce 4 crore metres of cloth per year which is 30% of the national handloom production. But there is a fear that by 2005 the Assamese handloom industry might face a stringent competition with the multi-national companies. To meet that the government has already taken the Sonali Suta Achani (The Golden Thread Scheme). Mahanta appealed to the amateur weavers of the state to come forward to make the scheme a success. He said that the demand for Assamese handloom products is already growing in countries like Japan, Germany, Italy etc. and more countries are expected to occupy the list.

Participating in the inaugural function, member of Rajya Sabha Mrs. Jayashri Goswami Mahanta said that Assamese weavers had once upon a time the capability to weave a cloth within a night to inspire her beloved to the battle. She further said that people of the countries like Germany, Finland etc. look with reverence towards Assamese cloths. She also added that Indian personalities like Sushma Swaraj also have a regard for Assamese clothings.

State Municipality Minister Mr. Biraj Sharma, Handloom and Textile Minister Mr. Ramendra Narayan Kalita, DC of Kamrup District Mr. Dhirendra Nath Saikia, Chairman of Jyoti Chitraban Mr. Kartik Hazarika, VC of Artfed Mr. Paresh Haloi etc. were present in the inaugural function.

The Expo will continue till 5th April, 2001 and the over all transaction is expected to be around rupees 7.5 crores. 

News on 16th March '2001 

AGP Rigged In 1985 And 1996 Elections : Tarun Gogoi
In retaliation to AGP's alleging Congress of taking help of ULFA and other ultra groups, the Pradesh Congress Committee president and senior leader Tarun Gogoi spoke out that during the Assembly Election of 1985 and 1996 AGP actually rigged with the help of different militant groups. He further said that it would never have been possible for AGP-alliance to come to power without rigging.

Mr. Gogoi, of late, met the Election Commissioner and requested him to take necessary steps to thwart rigging attempts by the AGP alliance. Besides, Gogoi has appealed for a single-phase election, against Mahanta's appeal for three-phase election procedure, to keep away the risk of rigging. He also feels that AGP may take indirect ways to disturb Congress's election campaign. 

6 ULFA Militants Killed :
Goalpara : In an encounter with police and security forces, six hardcore United Liberation Front of Assam (ULFA) militants were killed at Tiranjrira of Goalpara district, bordering Meghalaya, yesterday. Two Universal Machine Guns (UMG), five AK-56 rifles with ten Magazines, 146 rounds of ammunition, wireless sets and various documents were recovered from them, police sources said here.

CPI May Consider Alliance With Congress : Pramod Gogoi 

Guwahati : 'CPI, at present, has been in the four-party ruling alliance headed by Asom Gana Parishad. But it does not mean that the party will always be in support of AGP. The matter, however, may be considered'-- senior CPI leader and Flood Control Minister Pramod Gogoi said thus. He further expressed that CPI is also looking for a left-front in association with CPM, CPI(ML) and the SUCI, for the coming election. Regarding alliance with Congress too Mr. Gogoi said that the matter may be considered. He said that CPI has always opposed BJP, and alliance with any anti-BJP party may be considered. So, Congress may be considered for alliance.

Indirectly blaming AGP, Gogoi said that CPI has continuously pressed AGP to arrange a four-party-alliance meeting but convener Biraj Sharma has under-estimated the point. After the national executive meeting on 19th March the next step of CPI state committee will be clear. 

News on 15th March '2001 

Harkat-ul-Mujahideen prepares for 'Jehad' in Assam 

Pakistani Inter Services Intelligence (ISI) reportedly controls five major Islamic militancy groups in the North-East, Harkat-Ul-Mujahideen(HUM) being the top among them. Other four groups are Muslim United Liberation Front of Assam (MULFA), Muslim Liberation Tigers of Assam (MULTA)- both being formed during 1996,- People's United Liberation Front (PULF) and the Human Liberation Front (HLF). Though the last two were formed during the nineties, they actually made their presence felt in the last year through various operations. Security sources informed that lastly Harkat-Ul-Mujahideen had been acting as the organising groups for all the Islamic militant groups operating in the North-East . It is reported that the ISI has guided the HUM to prepare for a 'Jehad'. ISI has also ordered the Harkat -Ul- Mujahideen to collect Muslim Youths by motivating them in the name of Islamic Jehad, in different parts of the state, primarily from Muslim populated areas. Even arrangements are made for MULFA and MULTA members for sophisticated training in Battrachi in the Pakistan-Afghanistan border. At first, ISI prepared a plan to ideologically motivate the Muslim people of the North-East for a religious movement, and for this, hundreds of persons were already set in duty in the Muslim populated areas. These ultras are ordered by ISI only to motivate Islamic people and not to do any operation- intelligence sources informed.

In the last month Harkat-ul-Mujahideen had arranged for a conference among all the Islamic ultra groups of the North-East in the Sor Anchal of Borpeta district. But since Indian intelligence detected it beforehand, the meeting had to be postponed. After the event, security measures have been tightened in this area. It is also reported that some Islamic ultras have of late agreed to launch operations under ULFA's banner.

Karmachari Parishad demands Shoron Deka's release and payment of February month's salary
Employees of the Secretariat today arranged a rally in the Guwahati city demanding Shoron Deka's release and the payment of the last month's salary. Hundreds of employees participated in the rally and came out of their offices.

On the other hand thousands of people have accumulated to collect entry passes to 'Janata Bhawan'. The security forces tried their best to control the rally which included people coming from different parts of the state. Most of the people have gathered there in their attempt to collect appointment letters by hook or by crook. Most of the people returned home without collecting entry pass. It was also noticed that the security checking started from the first gate and thousands of people were standing in the sun but Janata Bhawan authorities did not take necessary steps to issue them entry passes. 

News on 14th March '2001 

Congress took SULFA's help during the last Assembly polls : Mahanta
'In the last State Assembly elections Congress took help from Surrendered ULFA. Now the party is not in a position to motivate the surrendered youths who reportedly want to live a normal life. The Congress Pradesh Committee alleged the AGP of taking help from SULFA for the forthcoming election. It is a baseless allegation of the Congress party'-----returning from New Delhi Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta said thus. He also said that CPI, CPM and UPPA are always with AGP as they were in the last elections. Even besides that the party is trying to have a alliance with small political parties including tribal groups to formulate a comprehensive poll strategy. Mr. Mahanta claimed that AGP is the most popular party in the state and the majority of the people of Assam are in its side. AGP is confident that it will come out victorious in this election. In the question regarding rigging he said that AGP always believe in democracy and that any kind of unlawful measures during election will not be considered. He emphasised that Congress will be the main opponent of the AGP alliance in the forthcoming Assembly election. 

Guwahati High Court Stops APSC Appointments
In connection with the written petition filed by Dr. Rubal Gogoi and three others, the Guwahati High Court stayed the appointment of 89 candidates in various Assam Civil Service Posts recommended by Assam Public Service Commission (APSC).

The petitioners alleged against the APSC on the ground that close relatives of a few members of APSC were selected in the selection process.

After hearing the argument, Justice H.K. Sema passed an order to stop the appointment procedure till the case comes up for final heaving on 22nd March, 2001.

Senior advocate Niloy Dutta, argued for the APSC while advocate M.K.Choudhary and Apurba Kumar Sharma argued for the petitioners. From the side of the 89 candidates, senior advocate A.K.Phukan argued in the court. It is well known that a cash sum of Rs 75 lakhs was seized from the possession of former APSC Chairman, Tarapoda Das.Now if the High Court can prove the allegation put by Dr. Gogoi to be true, the entire selection procedure will have to be renewed.

CPI (ML), ASDC Prepare For a Third Front : Rangpi
The people of Assam have already lost their faith on the Congress and BJP. Even AGP has no such mass support at the time, because though they came to power for two terms they totally failed to take adequate steps for the development of the state. Now people are looking for a left front. "We are now taking necessary steps for organising a third front which can forge a meaningful alliance for defeating the saffron and other rightists parties" --- this is expressed by senior Autonomous State Demand Committee (ASDC) leader Dr. Jayanta Rangpi. Dr.Rangpi said that in alliance with the Communist Party of India(CPI), ML group, his party is taking steps to form a third alliance. He said that his party has always opposed the BJP led National Democratic Alliance and its policy, and that his third front will be formed with those parties which are not in the support of the BJP.

News on 13th March '2001 

SULFA , the king maker, might break up into two - Secret killings might restart
Only few days are remaining for the Assembly polls and the AGP has failed to acquire poll-alliance with the BJP. However, the AGP is making all ends meet to prepare itself for the great event and will go perhaps to any extent for retaining power for the next session. It is reported that last week two AGP ministers met SULFA members to discuss how AGP can draw SULFA's help in the elections. Noteworthy that the AGP first came to power through ULFA's help.

But the new issue is that some SULFA members have refused to help AGP the way the party wants and even showed no interest to participate in the power making. On the other hand, to make the issue more complex, some SULFA men are reported to have met Assam Pradesh Congress President Mr. Tarun Gogoi. Mr. Gogoi, however, he repelled their cooperation for their fast-loosing public opinion.

Noteworthy that a total of  6000 SULFA men are there to support Mahanta. Mahanta has already discussed in his residence with three top brass SULFA men regarding the organisation's role, whether legal or illegal, in the forthcoming elections. However, nothing has been finalised yet. It is to be noted that among the three, one SULFA man opposed to take up a negative role in the process, if any. Besides Sibsagar and Nalbari district SULFAs have decided not to help either AGP or any other party and will rather remain indifferent in the entire process. It is also reported that some of the SULFA men have decided openly to support BJP instead.

Recently the Govt. has issued appointment letters to the relatives of SULFA leaders. However, the primary SULFA members and their relatives are totally ignored and they are likely to express their grievances. With this there is a possibility that two factions might come up within SULFA in the recent future and as a consequence secret killings might start again.

News on 12th March '2001 

Janata Bhawan turns into employment shop 

Employment letters issued at 2 AM
While the entire nation was trying to assimilate the colours into life the Ministers and MLAs in Dispur were busy playing with the sentiments of 17 lakhs unemployed youths of the state. In order to fill up the vacant posts and thereby to gain political advantage before the electoral rules are in force the ruling government is busy making their all ends meet in issuing appointment letters whether legitimate or illegitimate. For some of the posts, applications were invited while for some others no formality was observed. It is noteworthy that the majority of the appointed are AGP members. On the other hand the Congress is trying by any means to stop the process. Already the High Court has ordered the state govt. to stop the appointment process in 12 departments. The govt. has arranged to issue a total of 7600 appointment letters for teachers by tomorrow and for that the department has selected 60 candidates from each constituency of the state, all of them a party people. It is reported that 39 appointment letters have been issued yesterday at about 2 O'clock in the night, in the Dispur Ministerial residence, against which no applications were invited. It is alleged that the posts have been sold for a fat sum of money. The concerned MLAs and Ministers, staying back from the general candidates feigning busy with their works in the daytime, do real business at night.

Rajen Gohain wins at the first move 
Mahanta is running after Advani
At last Rajen Gohain came out victorious. Gohain, who decided to resign from the post of president of the state BJP if he was forced to form tie with AGP, at last smiled with his victory. For the last one year Mahanta has been earnestly trying to impress Advani through the state governor S K Sinha, and Mr Gohain's victory has turned everything futile. Returning triumphantly from New Delhi Mr. Gohain confidently announced that the party will secure 55 seats independently and will secure the remaining 9 seats in coalition with other minor parties. Yesterday Mr. Gohain discussed regarding this with Trinamul Gana Parishad (TGP) leader and former Natun Asom Gana Parishad originator Mr. Atul Bora for about 90 minutes.  Mr. Bora informed that the outcome of the meeting was positive and everything will be final by next Saturday.

On the other hand Mr. Mahanta has left for New Delhi yesterday along with his colleagues and a meeting is scheduled to be held with the Union Home Minister today. It is known from the party sources that after Mahanta returns from Delhi on 13th March, the party's strategy for the poll and the issues to be taken up against Congress and BJP will be discussed in detail.

When asked about what the party's strategy against the TGP and BJP alliance will be, the source said that everything will be clear by next Saturday.

HSLC and High Madrassa exams start from today
The High School Leaving Certificate (HSLC) and Assam High Madrassa exams have started from today and will continue till 23rd March. A total of 1,69,711 and 3,542 students are appearing this time in the HSLC and High Madrassa exams respectively. It is noteworthy that the number, including both the exams, is less than that of the last year by a total 18,000 students .

Non-bailable warrant against BJP State Secretary
BJP State Secretary and Dibrugarh District BJP Secretry, Mr. Jayanta Dutta has been issued non-bailable warrant by the Tinsukia Sadar Court for not being present before the court even after the court summoned him against a complaint filed in the same court. 

News on 11th March '2001 

RDA may prove to be a headache for the AGP
From A Special Correspondent
GUWAHATI: The newly formed Regional Democratic Alliance (RDA) comprising six political parties , may affect the electoral prospects of the ruling Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) in the ensuing Assembly elections in Assam.
The alliance was formed recently with the aim of defeating the AGP and the Congress in the ensuing polls. Though the alliance is not strong enough to win a good number of seats, it may cause problems for the AGP because of the division of the vote bank of the regional party.
Headed by the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP), the other members of the newly formed alliance are Asom Jatiya Sanmilan, Asom Gana Sangram Parishad, Purbanchaliya Loka Parishad, Janata Dal (Secular) and the Assam Labour Party.
The general secretary of the NCP and former Lok Sabha Speaker P A Sangma said that the people of Assam wanted an alternative to the Congress and the AGP and "we are confident of proving a suitable alternative for the people of Assam." He said that the newly formed alliance would contest in at least 90 of the 126 seats in the State and the process of seat sharing would start soon. He said that a committee headed by the former State Chief Minister Sarat Chandra Sinha has been formed to finalize the seat sharing and to formulate the common minimum programme.
Mr Sangma said that economic development of Assam would be the main emphasis of the common minimum programme of the RDA. He pointed out that economic backwardness is the root cause of the problems facing Assam including the problem of insurgency. "If the problem of economic backwardness can be solved, the other problems would take care of themselves," he added. The NCP has already announced its economic agenda for the State and the other partners of the alliance will now examine the agenda and put forward their suggestions in this regard.
The former Lok Sabha Speaker also expressed apprehension that the elections might not be free and fair as the ruling party was using the administration for its own benefits. He said that the RDA would soon apprise the Chief Election Commissioner and the Union Home Minister about their apprehension and demand adequate steps to ensure a free and fair poll in the State. It may be mentioned here that one recent meeting of the RDA leaders was disrupted by the AGP workers in Nagaon, the home district of the Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta.
When asked why the RDA did not consider the Bharatiya Janata party (BJP) as one of its main enemies, Mr Sangma said that they did not consider the BJP to be a force to reckon with in Assam. He said that the BJP was trying its best to take shelter under the AGP.
The alliance received a boost with the joining of the former state Home Minister Bhrigu Kumar Phukan . Mr Phukan was suspended by the AGP for openly criticising the Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta and now he has formed a new party Asom Jatiya Sanmilan. The party would contest with the election symbol of the NCP.
Mr Phukan said that a free and fair poll in the State would not be possible if Mahanta remains the Chief Minister. He said that both the Congress and the AGP betrayed the people of Assam. "The people of Assam suffered a lot in the six year long Assam agitation but the only result of the Assam agitation is that it helped Mahanta"s family to become very rich," Mr Phukan alleged.
Another former AGP stalwart Atul Bora, who was the PWD Minister of the State, has also come out of the ruling party and formed his own party Trinamul Gana Parishad along with other dissident men of the AGP including the former State Assembly speaker Pulakesh Baruah. Though the newly formed regional parties may not win many seats but the division of the vote bank of the regional parties would be a major headache for the AGP.

Ramanuj Dutta Choudhury
Dispur constituency is going beyond Mahanta's reach 

Former AGP leader Mr. Atul Bora has of late woke up from his slumber for election campaign. It is reported that Mr. Bora has started distributing money and commodities to different institutions and groups from his MLA fund. AGP leader Prafulla K Mahanta has already invested much money in the Dispur constituency, specially in the Sonapur area. But Mr. Bora is significantly popular among the Rabhas and Bodos who form the majority in the Dispur constituency. From a reliable source it is known that Mr. Mahanta is not likely to contest from this constituency, and Mrs. Jayashri Goswami Mahanta might instead contest from here. Mr. Mahanta has been confident of his victory from the Barhampur constituency. It has also come to news that the CM is going to contest from a total of four constituencies in the state.

News on 10th March '2001 

Luhit Deori : A move of the Govt. to cheat the mass 

Victim of  CM's anger
Hardcore surrendered ULFA militant, who was arrested on 3rd March allegedly for violating the law because of  undemocratic collection of fund from Goenka establishments in the Fancy Bazar in Guwahati, has been rejected bail by the P C Phukan bench of High Court-- police diary is summoned and shall be submitted on Monday. Advocate Bijan Mahajan and Raju Pradhan argued for Deori.

Some SULFA members feel that this is a tricky policy of the ruling party to prove itself unfriendly towards the organisation. It is noteworthy that the SULFA has accumulated much public scorn lately and now that polls are near perhaps the party wants to prove that it is firm in its promise not to consider anyone violating law and order. From intelligence sources it is known that lastly the relation of Deori with the CM was not appreciatory and the latter was looking for a clue to rough hand Deori.

Unable to trace the hand behind the killings of veteran journalist Parag Das and AGP Secretary and PWD Minister Nagen Sharma, the Govt. is now trying to build public opinion by over reacting and over charging the public convicted SULFA.

ULFA and PLA jointly challenge Assam's Assembly Election
Guwahati : ULFA chief Mr. Paresh Baruah and Manipur's PLA commander in a meeting decided to go for joint operations in Assam, specially in Guwahati and Golaghat, during the forthcoming elections. With the cease-fire offer of the Union Home Ministry towards ULFA's former comrade NSCN, now it has joined its effort with the PLA. Already the Battalion No 250 of the joint venture has stepped down on the field with a huge supply of sophisticated arms and ammunitions. The entire operation will be under the command of PLA's Lance Corporal P.N. Themba and ULFA's Major Sergeant 'Bimal'. They have already got themselves divided into smaller groups and have spread into different places of the state with ultra modern SLRs, Universal Machine Guns etc. The security forces specially in Guwahati and Golaghat have become dead alert with the news. With the news of Taliban militants coming to Assam during the elections and lately the joint operation of ULFA and PLA has turned the pre-election environment of Assam tense. 

BJP's new policy to coax Islamic voters
In order to collect the Muslim votes in Assam the BJP will take up a novel policy. The BJP Central committee has arranged Mr. Sayed Shahnawaz Hussain, candidate of the Kishanganj constituency of Bihar, to address public gatherings in the Muslim populated areas of the lower and middle Assam. Parliamentary Affairs Minister Mr. Pramod Mahajan will personally be with him in the move. The PM and the Union Home Minister are also to address five gatherings each in the state after the formal canvassing starts. The state Chief Minister on the other hand is also taking every hardship to persuade the voters, including addressing eleven public meeting a day in the Barhampur constituency in Nagaon district.

BJP will not befriend with AGP--Rajen Gohain threatens resignation if BJP Central committee forces to do so
BJP's Assam state committee president Mr. Rajen Gohain is not at all willing to form poll alliance with AGP in Assam. He believes that the party can occupy 34 Assembly seats in the state even without any alliance. Reacting to the Central committee's suggestion to have alliance with state political parties, Mr. Gohain said that the alliance with AGP will not be favourable for the party and since AGP has already lost its goodwill among the mass, any alliance with it might hamper the BJP's image. And if the central committee keeps insisting in the alliance Mr. Gohain may resign from the post of party president. In the mean time talks are going on at the appropriate level to end the crisis.

Deputy Speaker busy in election campaign 

Deputy Speaker of Assam State Legislative Assembly Mrs. Renupama Rajkhowa is busy with her election campaign in her Teok constituency. The constituency, which has been ensuring the AGP leader Mrs. Rajkhowa a seat for the last two consecutive Assembly elections, seems of late to be inclined more towards Congress. Former APSC Chairman and son-in-law of Late Hiteshwar Saikia, Mr. Membo Gogoi, who has been defeated by Mrs. Rajkhowa in the last two consecutive elections by a small difference, has already gained much momentum in his campaign and has placed a threat to Mrs. Rajkhowa. Though BJP had claimed strong contest in the constituency but is yet to come up with good campaign efforts and the main contest for the seat is likely to be in between Congress and AGP. 

News on 9th March '2001 

BJP confident of 34 seats in Assam
AGP president Prafulla K Mahanta and Union Home Minister L K Advani in a meeting has already discussed about the poll-alliance between the two parties in Assam. However the final decision regarding this is to be taken by the Prime Minister. The Prime Minister has already constituted a body comprising of Pramod Mahajan and Bijaya Chakravarty to examine the scope of the alliance. On the other hand the BJP State Committee President Mr. Rajen Gohain is confident that the BJP will get 34 seats in Assam even without forming any alliance.

News on 8th March '2001 

Assam Govt. makes alterations in the Administrative level 

Guwahati : The State government has taken decision to make alterations in the Administrative framework. From a reliable source it is known that the District Commissioner of Kamrup D.N.Saikia and Nagaon District Commissioner Shoidan Abbassi will be transferred or promoted very soon. State Social Welfare Director Dilip Kumar Baruah has already been demoted to Joint Director in the same department after the recent irregularity in the recruitment procedure. The department went for recruitment for more than one thousand posts within only a few days after it was advertised, that too in only one newspaper. The High Court interfered the attempt to hoodwink the entire process and the recruitment has been temporarily suspended. The former Jt. Director Mr. Rangmalai has taken over as the new Director.

Constable shoots down Assistant Commandant
Guwahati: Assistant Commandant of CRPF S.K. Sardar was shot dead by a constable under his command in the CRPF Camp in Khanapara in Guwahati for some personal feud, police sources said. The culprit is still in hide and efforts are on to nab him.

North-East to be connected to Myanmar very soon
The North Eastern region of India will be connected very soon with Myanmar for trade and commerce and the necessary talks have already been underway , the Union Foreign Minister Mr.Jaswant Singh said answering a question in the Parliament today. He also clarified that necessary steps for the protection of fountain pen industry against the Chinese pens available in the market have been taken.

Bandh called by ATASU went off successfully
Assam Tai Ahom Student Union declared today that the bandh called by the organisation yesterday went off successfully in the Tinsukia and Dibrugarh districts. The bandh was called in demand for the inclusion of the Ahom community in the ST / SC list. 

News on 7th March '2001 

8th International Guwahati Trade Fair Concluded
The twelve day long 8th International Guwahati Trade Fair got concluded today. Municipality Minister Mr. Biraj Kumar Sharma, and Trade and Commerce Minister Mr. Gunin Hazarika addressed the concluding meeting.

Total 226 stalls of the fair made a total transaction of Rs. 5 crore. The significant feature of the fair was the participation of a stall from Bangladesh which brought Bangladeshi sarees, kurtas, food products etc. Omar Farook, who headed the Bangladeshi team, was felicitated by the organisers for the participation of his team in the Fair.

The Municipality Minister in his speech said that right from the day the AGP has come to power there has been a growing environment for trade and business in the state. Events like this fair not only promote business transactions but also help to promote cultural exchanges and mutual integrity. He also said that in place of earlier Rs. 2000 crore import of food grains from other states, this time due to a production of 50 lakh metric tons of rice the import of the state is likely to come down.

The Industry and Commerce Minister in his turn appreciated the Bangladeshi participation. He said that in the recent past Assam has progressed in two sectors -- cross border trade and Information Technology.

The Fair also gave away prizes to the participators under five categories, viz, Display, Design, Aesthetic Appeal, Interior Decoration and Popularity. LG Electronics Media Ltd, Yamaha Escort and Sanitary Enterprise bagged best Display prize. Samsung India Ltd, Whirlpool India Ltd and Godrej Ltd got Design prizes; BPL, Rasna Art and Brush and Hero Honda India Ltd are given prizes for good aesthetic appeal; Philips India Ltd, Jute Service Centre, Ad Price India Ltd got best Interior Decoration prizes; and Sony India Ltd and North Women Enterprise Association bagged the best Popularity prize. 

Ultras shot down six persons in Assam - Bengal border 

Kokrajhar: Suspected Adivashi ultras gunned down six persons in the Assam-Bengal border area of Kokrajhar district. According to source available here a group of Adivashi militants ambushed a truck carrying labourers and in the incident six labourers were killed on the spot.

NDFB militants killed
Darrang: In an incident two NDFB militants were killed in an encounter with army at Sauragpur village in Darrang district, an official report said here.

AGP will not go for rigging
AGP president and the Chief Minister Mr. Prafulla Kumar Mahanta said that any person believing in democracy does not go for rigging. He further said that since in the last two Lok Sabha elections that the AGP Govt. saw did not have a single rigging record, they are not going for that this time too. It is only the opposition parties' attempts to defame the party by bringing such issues to the front.

News on 6th March '2001 

Birth Centenary Of The 'Dhwani Kobi'
Guwahati :The Brihattar Panjabari Sahitya Sobha and Srimanta Sankardev Kala Khetra will jointly organise the birth centenary of the former President of Asom Sahitya Sobha and prominent poet, Dhwani Kabi Binanda Chandra Baruah. Asom Sahitya Sobha President Mr. Homen Bargohain will preside over the meeting. Prominent writer Nolinidhar Bhattacharya is also to address the meeting as informed by the Brihattar Panjabari Sahitya Sobha in a statement here.

Assistant Director Suspended
Guwahati : The Govt. of Assam by an order has suspended Hem Kanta Ramchiary, Assistant Director, Sports and Youth Welfare of Assam, for his irregularity and irresponsibility in his service, an official source said here. 

Cease Fire Offer for Naga Ultra Groups 

Portblair: "Two Naga terrorist groups will be offered cease-fire proposal and invited to the discussion table. Necessary steps have been taken regarding this", the Union Home Minister L. K. Advani said here in a press conference. He said that special plans are on to guide the youths of the North-East away from terrorism and to lead them towards work culture. Referring to Kashmir he said that even though Pakistan has accepted the cease-fire offer they have been continuously pushing their terrorists into Kashmir.

Kurukshetra Panorama
Haryana: Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee today inaugurated the newly set up 'Kurukshetra Panorama and Bigyan Bhawan' jointly constructed by the Central Govt. Cultural Department and Haryana State Govt. 9th among the 29 science centre under National Science Museum, it will show the 18 day long Kurukshetra battle. In the inauguration speech the PM urged people to keep Indian traditions intact even in touch with the western modernisation. 

News on 5th March '2001 

Taliban Militants To Trouble Assembly Elections In Assam, 'Operation Jung' prepared
The Election Commission declared that Assam State Assembly Election will be held in the middle part of April. While the political parties are busy making arrangements for their votes, the militant organisations are booming up their anti-peace plans. It has been known from an unofficial source that lately ULFA is having relation with Pakistan's Inter Services Intelligence (ISI). It is known from a reliable source that the ISI has recently discussed about their plans during the election in Assam in a meeting held in Karachi. They have already prepared the blue-print for the purpose with the name 'Operation Jung'. The aim of the plan is to make an unfriendly atmosphere in Assam so that the election process gets hampered.

Kalakshetra Artists Going To Kolkata
Guwahati : Srimanta Shankerdev Kalakshetra is to organise a classical music night on 10th March at 6 p.m. in which famous sarod players and tabla players of West- Bengal will take part. Meanwhile, a troupe of the Kalakshetra's artists will take part in the cultural festival at Indian Museum of Kolkata which will be held from March 8 to 10.

Guwahati Trade Fair, 2001
Guwahati : Due to overwhelming response and public demand, the 8th International Guwahati Trade Fair has been extended up to March 7th ,2001. This has been informed by the Industries and Trade Fair Association of Assam (ITFAA).

Tarun Gogoi Changes His Constituency
Assam Pradesh Congress president, and Lok Sabha member Tarun Gogoi is going to contest from Dhing constituency in the forthcoming Assembly election, which is under the Kaliabar Lok Sabha constituency. Earlier he was to contest from the Teok Constituency under the Jorhat Lok Sabha constituency. Important to note that in the last parliamentary elections he acquired the maximum number of votes among all the Congress candidates. He is to publicly declare this decision very soon, as per informed sources.

North-East Rocked Again
The North-East was rocked again yesterday at 4.30 in the morning by a mild tremor of intensity measuring 5.3 in the Richter scale. The epicentre has been detected to be in Myanmar. No news of any damage or loss however is informed.

PDF Leaders Seeking To Form A New Alliance
Guwahati: People's Democratic Front (PDF) leader Sri Andrias Hajuary alleged that the ruling AGP alliance failed to safeguard the party's interest and therefore is going to form a new alliance. He said that the party is going to announce the alliance very soon. 

News on 3rd March '2001 

Feasibility of electoral alliance between AGP and BJP
By A Special Correspondent
GUWAHATI: The possibility of an electoral alliance between the ruling Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) and the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) for the ensuing Assembly elections in Assam is the most frequently asked question in the political circles but till date, both the parties have not been able to make up their mind in this regard and a pre-poll alliance seems a distant possibility.
The AGP is having an alliance with the Left Parties CPI and the CPM as well as the United Peoples Party of Assam (UPPA) and in recent past differences have cropped up between the alliance partners as the Left parties were of the view that the AGP was inching closer to the BJP. However, it seems that the AGP has not been able to decide whether to continue with the present alliance or to go with the BJP. Some senior members of the party are of the view that inching closer to the BJP would mean losing the support of the minorities, which is vital for electoral success of any party in the state and the AGP conference held last month even went to the extent of branding BJP as a communal party.
In the winter session of the Parliament, the AGP members in the Rajya Sabha voted in favour of the BJP and though the AGP leaders claimed that their members voted against the Congress, the Left parties were not ready to buy the claim . But the Left parties also are not in a position to go for the polls alone and the state committee secretary of the CPM Hemen Das , commenting on the alliance said, " till date we are in the alliance but we cannot say what would happen in future. If the AGP goes closer to the BJP, we would be forced to come out of the alliance." The Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta, who is also the president of the AGP said that the alliance would continue and " our stand on the BJP was made clear in the last conference of the party." 
Though the AGP president favoured the alliance with the Left parties, it is quite clear that the AGP has serious difference of opinion with the Left in some vital issues including the issue of detection and deportation of foreigners from the state. The AGP favoured the scrapping of the Illegal Migrants (Determination by Tribunals) Act and the AGP led Government also filed an affidavit in the Supreme Court in this regard but the Left parties, particularly the CPM is opposed to the idea of scrapping the Act.
It may be mentioned here that the vote bank of the AGP and the BJP is almost the same in Assam and both the parties view the Congress as its main enemy. The AGP was formed with the promise to solve the problem of detecting and deporting the foreigners from the State but of late, because of the failure of the party to deliver the goods, the BJP is trying its best to hijack the issue and made it one of its main election planks. In fact, the BJP did quite well in the last two general elections at the expense of the AGP with the Congress vote bank of minorities and tea labourers remaining intact. In the ensuing polls also if the vote bank of the indigenous people of Assam is divided, it would only favour the Congress.
Encouraged by its good performance in the last two general elections, the BJP, on the other hand, may try to face the polls alone. Apparently the central leaders of the BJP are not opposed to some kind of understanding with the AGP to keep the Congress out of power in the State, but the leaders of the Assam State Committee of the BJP are opposed to any poll pact with the AGP. Briefing newsmen after the two day meeting of the central office bearers of the party on February 25 the BJP general secretary Narendra Modi said that the party was not against an alliance with the partners of the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) but at the same time he ruled out the possibility of an alliance with the AGP.
The BJP has made infiltration of Bangladeshi nationals into Assam as one of its main election planks and the party office bearers meeting resolved that Assam would not be allowed to become second Kashmir. The BJP observed that the illegal migration has caused a socio-political change in the state but the successive state governments never bothered to take effective steps for the detection and deportation of the illegal migrants. The party said that the BJP was the only party fighting on the issue, while the other political parties turned a blind eye on the problem to protect their vote bank. Mr Modi admitted that the IMDT Act, which is applicable only in case of Assam was discriminatory but at the same time, he said that the BJP could not repeal the Act because it did not have the majority in the Rajya Sabha.
However, despite the tall claims of the state unit BJP leaders, it is quite clear that the BJP is not strong enough to form a Government in Assam on its own and now it remains to be seen whether the a post poll alliance between the AGP and the BJP comes through as both the parties would go to any extent to prevent the Congress from coming to power in the state.

Terrorists killed twelve persons in Manipur 

Manipur: Twelve people were killed, including 10 security personnel and 2 civilians by unidentified gunmen in Manipur today. Three others are badly injured and admitted in hospital.

Luhit Deori Arrested For Violating Social Norms
Surrendered ULFA leader Luhit Deori was arrested today by Panbazar Police in Guwahati for his misconduct to a businessman. Deori, a hardcore militant surrendering last year, occupied headlines of the newspaper for quite a long time for his criticism of the ULFA leadership, and helped the police and security forces by revealing much of the internal matters of the organisation. The entire arms and ammunitions department of the outfit organisation was under his supervision when he was the arch-companion to Paresh Barua.

News on 2nd March'2001 

Sankardeva Awards Given Away
New Delhi: Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee today gave away the prestigious Sankardeva Award. The award is given every year to eminent personalities related to culture, art, literature and journalism, specially those who contribute to the universal humanity. The President of India could not be present in the meeting due to unavoidable circumstances and the PM, in a convocation held at Ashoka Hotel, New Delhi, given away the awards which were pending from 1997, to the following five prominent personalities:

Kelucharan Mahapatra (1997), Dr. Bhabendra Nath Saikia (1998), Ustad Amjad Ali Khan (1999), Sri Sonaram Chutia (2000) and Sri Ilaram Das (2001).

Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee, Human Resource Development Minister Murli Monohar Joshi, Union Minister of Tourism Anant Kumar, Delhi Chief Minister Shilla Dixit, Assam Governor Lt. Gen(retd) S K Sinha, Chief Minister P K Mahanta were present in the meeting.

The Prime Minister inaugurated the function, and P K Mahanta welcomed all the guests. Mr. Vajpayee expressed his pleasure to give away the awards and said that it was due to Sankardeva that Guwahati has become the cultural capital. He defined Sankardeva as a social reformer who tried to design the society by the virtue of the Vedas. Chief Minister defined Sankardeva as the soul of Assamese people.

Mr. Kelucharan Mahapatra is a pioneer of Odissi dance form. Dr. Bhabendra Nnath Saikia, a noted littérateur and film director, has already published 25 books which include novels and plays. Ustad Amjad Ali Khan is a sarod player of unparalleled distinction. Sri Sonaram Chutia is an eminent cultural doyen of Assam and a freedom fighter. Sri Ilaram Das is an eminent Vaishnaivite scholar and social reformer.

Public Grants Under DRDA, Bishwanath Chariali Given
Biswanath Chariali : Shri Prabin Hazarika, Minister of State for Panchayat and Social Welfare, distributed national old age pension, Thela, Looms, Sewing Machines, Medical and School Grants & Land Pattas at a largely attended ceromonial function held at Sakomatho Block Office premises on March 1 last. Shri M. Ali, Project Director, DRDA, Sonitpur, presided over the function.

Shri Hazarika in his speech informed that during the last five years 3000 old age pension cheques, medical aid worth Rs. 30 lakhs, Rs. 500/- each to 3000 women under Balika Samridhi Yojana was distributed. Tool-kits, Thela, Financial Grants etc. were also distributed among 20,000 beneficiaries in Biswanath LAC at his initiative.

Further, he informed that 1200 nos of unemployed youths have been greatly benefited by undergoing training provided by SIRD for self-employment and 2 ICDS projects have been opened at Sakomatho and Behali. He expressed the hope that the recipients would be greatly benefited and stressed for its proper utilisation.

On this occasion 65 nos of sewing machines, 20 Looms, 30 Thelas, 100 National Old Age Pension Cheques of Rs. 450/- each, 27 nos of cheques under Family Benefit Scheme of Rs.10,000/- each, Anchalik Panchayat Medical Aid of Rs. 200/-each to 60 persons under Biswanath Development Block was distributed among the Beneficiaries. Also under Sakomatho Development Block 71 National Old Age Pension cheques of Rs.450/- each, 30 nos of Thelas, 20 Looms and 65 Sewing Machines were distributed. The Minister also distributed cheques worth Rs. 3,68,500/- under DPEP school infrastructural grants and teacher's employment grant and 111 numbers of land pattas under Sakomatho Development Block. 

Chief Minister Swa-Niyojan Yojana Inaugurated In Sibsagar 

Sibsagar: Assam's Transport cum Food and Suply Minister Mr. Pradip Hazarika formally inaugurated the Chief Minister 'Swa-Niyojan-Yojana' at Sibsagar on 28th February. In the meeting presided by the District Commissioner Dr. Ravi Kotta, the minister appealed to the youths to come up with self-employment programmes. He said that with opening up of new trade routes with the South-East Asia there is much scope of business for the indigenous resources.

In the same meeting five aspirants were provided with Rs. 95 thousand loan under the Prime Minister Rojgar Yojana by the District Industrial Centre. Besides, seven unemployed youths were certified under the CM Swa-Niyojan-Yojana. The minister also inaugurated the Jubika-Sahayak-Kosh under the Swa-Niyojan-Yojana.

Jibika-Sahayak-Kosh Inaugurated In Nagaon District
Nagaon: The Jibika-Sahayak-Kosh under the Chief Minister Swa-Niyojan-Yojana was officially inaugurated in Nagaon district at the DC office by Assam's Minister of Industry Mr. Gunin Hazarika.

In the meeting presided by the DC-In-Charge Mr. Anil Majumdar, the minister appealed to the youths to make the programme, started to provide employment to about 7 lakhs unemployed youths in various fields like agriculture, industry, commerce, handloom, diary production etc, a grand success.

Jibika-Sahayika-Kosh Inaugurated In Kokrajhar District
Kokrajhar: The state Education Minister Thaneshwar Bodo officially inaugurated the Jibika-Sahayika-Kosh in the district of Kokrajhar on 28th Feb.

He said that the new programme will help to minimise the unemployment problem in the state. He appealed the youths to be self employed rather than going after the govt. job mirage. In the meeting presided by the Deputy Commissioner Jones Ingty Kathar, the minister said that there are 12 lakh unemployed youths in place of the official record of 17 lakh. He said that under the new programme 7.5 lakh people will be employed.

News on 1st March '2001 

Budget 2001-2002
Union Finance Minister Mr. Yashwant Sinha yesterday presented the Union Budget 2001-2002 in the Parliament. The Finance Minister said that the overall economic growth this year is expected to be about 6% despite a series of unexpected setbacks, including the second successive year of irregular monsoon resulting in low agricultural growth, and the world petroleum price rise. He said, despite the increase in energy prices the prices of essential commodities and of manufactured products as a whole have remained stable. Inflation, excluding energy, was around 4% during the year. The economy remained secure with record levels of foreign exchange reserves and public food stocks and export grew by over 20% in dollar terms in April-December,2000.

He said that it is now 10 years since economic reforms began in 1991. During this period the economy has grown at an average rate of 6.4 % per year since 1992-93 compared to the 5.8% recorded in the 1980s. Poverty has fallen from 36% in 1993-94 to 26% or less now.

The Budget at a glance
Total Income-Rs. 231745 Cr
Total Expenditure Rs. 375223 Cr
Deficit-----Rs 56522 Cr
Custom duty in cigarette hiked by 15%; on Tea, Coffee, Coconut, Copra hiked from 35% to 85%, on crude edible oil raised to 75%, refined oil to 85%. 
Income Tax exempted up to Rs. 7000.
Govt. to provide scholarship to meritius students to Rs 1.5 lakh in India and Rs15 lakh in abroad.
Kishan Credit Card-a gift to farmers
Every village to be connected by roadways by 2003 and 2007.
Total rural electrification by 2007.
No Excise Duty raised
Rise in Custom Tax to meet the deficit.
A detailed summary of the budget strategy follows:

Budget strategy
Accelerated reforms in the agricultural sector-food economy and rural development.

Intensification of infrastructure investment, continued in the financial sector and capital markets, deepening of structural reforms- dismantling controls constraining economic activity.

Human development through better educational opportunities and social security.

Reduction in non-productive expenditure and rationalisation of subsides.

Acceleration of the privatisation process and restructuring of public enterprises.

Widening of the tax base and toning up the tax administration.

Agriculture and Rural Development
Corpus of NABARD's RIDF VII increased from Rs. 4,500Cr next year and interest charged reduced from 11.5% to 10.5%.

Kisan Credit Cards to all eligible agricultural farmers within the next 3 years. (110 lakh cards issued since 1998-99)

KCC holders to get personal insurance package to cover them against accidental death or permanent disability on subsidised premia.

NABARD to link 1 lakh additional Self-Help Groups during 2001-02, which would help in providing access to credit to additional 20- lakh families. Share-croppers and tenant farmers to also become eligible.

Credit linked subsidy for construction of cold storages for perishable commodities extended to rural go downs.

NABARD to reduce rate of interest for funding the storage of crops, from 10 percent to 8.5 percent.

New scheme for setting up Agri-clinics and Agribusiness Centres by agricultural graduates.

On-Farm Water Management for Increasing Crop Production in Eastern India (Rs. 70 Cr.)

Technology Mission for Integrated Development of Horticulture in the North- Eastern States (Rs. 38Cr)

Rural Roads
Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana ( Rs 2,500Cr) to provide connectivity of every village with a population of over 1,000 persons through good all weather roads by the year 2003 and those with a population of up to 500 persons by the year 2007.

Rural Electrification
PMGY extended to cover rural electrification also.

Total rural electrification in the next 6 years.

Enhanced REC credit support to SEBs for speedy electrification of dalit bastis, scheduled tribe households and other weaker sections of society.

Rs. 750 Cr earmarked from RIDF for rural electrification.

Management of the Food Economy
Greater involvement of state Governments in Procurement and distribution of food grains for PDS. Financial assistance to the State Governments to enable them to procure and distribute food grains to BPL families at subsidised rates.

Essential Commodities Act,1955 to be reviewed and restrictions on the free inter-state movement of food grains to be removed. The number of commodities declared as essential under the Act to be brought down.

Infrastructure Power
The Central Government to accelerate the programme of reforms in SEBs anchored in the Centre- State partnership on the following :

A time bound programme for installation of 100 percent metering by December 2001.

Energy audit at all levels.
A specific programme for reduction and eventual elimination of power theft.

Tariff determination by SERC s and compliance thereof.

Commercialisation of distribution.

SEB restructuring.

Allocation to Accelerated power Development Programme(APDP) stepped up to Rs. 1,500Cr from a level of Rs.1,000Cr in 2000-01.

Electricity Bill 2001 to be introduced.

The Plan outlay for central sector power utilities is being raised from Rs 9,194Cr in 2000-01 to B.E. of Rs. 10,030Cr for 2001-02.

Roads
The total plan outlay for this sector is being enhanced by 93 percent to Rs 8,727Cr in 2001-02.

Phase I of the National Highway Development Programme to be completed by December 2003.

Rs. 962Cr assistance to States from the cess fund for state roads and Rs. 2,500Cr for the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadk Yojana.

Telecom
Competition being introduced in all service segments.

Convergence Bill to cover telecommunications, information technology, and information and broadcasting sectors in an integrated manner to be introduced.

Financial Sector and Capital
Financial sector and capital markets reforms to continue.

Debt Market
A Clearing Corporation for further orderly development of money market (including repo), Government Securities market and settlement of forex transactions will be set up.

RBI to set up electronic Negotiated Dealing System by June 2001 to facilitate transparent electronic bidding in auctions and dealing in Government securities on a real time basis.

Reserve Bank of India to set up Electronic Fund Transfer(EFT) and Real Time Griss Settlement Systems(RTGS) within the next year.

Removal of taxation anomalies to promote the issuance of STRIPS,zero coupon bonds,deep discount bonds,and the like.

Public Debt Act to be replaced by Government Securities Act.

Banking Sector
7 more Debt Recovery Tribunals to be set up during 2001-02.

Legislation to facilitate foreclosure and enforcement of securities in cases of default to be introduced.

Banking Services Recruitment Boards to be abolished by July 31,2001 or earlier. Banks to do all future recruitment themselves.

Capital Account Liberalisation

Indian companies may now invest abroad up to US 50 million annually through the automatic route without being subject to the three year profitability condition.

Companies which have issued ADDs/GDRs may henceforth make foreign investments up to 100 percent of these proceeds; up from the current ceiling of 50 percent.

Indian Companies that have issued ADRs/GDRs, may acquire shares of foreign companies up to an amount of US/100 million or an amount equivalent to ten times of their exports in a year, whichever is higher.

Indian companies to be permitted to list in foreign stock exchanges by sponsoring ADR/GDR issues against block share holding.This facility would have to be offered to all categories of shareholders.

Foreign Investment
The 40 percent limit of investment in a company under the portfolio investment route by FIIs being increased to 49 percent.

Provided that foreign investors bring in a minimum of US/50 million, Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in Non-Banking Financial Companies(NBFCs) would not have to be accompanied with a divestment a minimum of 25 percent of their holding in the domestic

Structural Reforms
Administered Pricing Mechanism (APM)
Petroleum
The deadline of March 2002 for dismantling of the Administered Pricing MechanismAPM) in the petroleum sector to be adhered to.

Fertilizer
Phased programme of complete decontrol of urea by April 1,2006 as recommended by the Expenditure Reforms Commission.

The unit specific Retention Price Scheme (RPS) to be replaced by a Group Concession Scheme with effect from April 1,2001

The rate of concession for urea units based on naphtha/FO/LSHS will be linked to international prices of these feed stocks with effect from April 1, 2001.

SUGAR
As a first step towards full decontrol of sugar futures, forward trading in sugar to be introduced. The retail issue price of sugar under the PDS is being revised to Rs. 13.25 per Kg. with effect from March 1,2001.

Drug Price Control
Span of price control to be reduced substantially but Govt. will retain the power to intervene comprehensively in cases where prices behave abnormally.

Industrial Restructuring
SICA to be repealed. The Companies Act to be amended in order to set up a National Company Law Tribunal.

Labour Market
Prior Government approval for effecting lay-off, retrenchment and closure required by industrial establishments employing not less than 1000 workers. The separation compensation will be increased from 15 days to 45 days for every completed year of service.

Contract Labour Act to be amended to facilitate outsourced of activities and contract appointments. It would provide protection to labour engaged in outsourced activities in term of their health, safety, welfare, social security etc.

ASHRAYA BIMA YOJANA
New "Ashraya Bima Yojana" to provide compensation of up to 30% of last drawn annual pay for a period of one year to workers who lose their jobs. The four Government owned general insurance companies will administer this policy on a " No Profit No Loss" basis and will announce full details by June 2001.

TEXTILES
The allocation for textiles enhanced by more than 50 percent from Rs. 457Cr in 2000-01 to Rs.650Cr in 2001-02.

New scheme of setting up Integrated Apparel Parks(Rs.10Cr)

The provision under TUFS is being raised to Rs.200Cr.

EDUCATION
All existing and ongoing schemes on elementary education to converge into an integrated National Education Programme- the Sarva Siksha Abhiyan after the Ninth Plan and to cover all districts in the country by March next year.

Roorkee Enhineering College to be upgraded to an IIT.

The base of IITs to be expanded engineering colleges to be strengthened and new institutes to be set up with public private partnership.

A new Centrally Sponsored Scheme for Computer literacy and studies in schools.

100 percent deduction will be available for payments to engineering institutions also.

New comprehensive commercial bank for Educational Loans to cover all courses in schools and colleges in India and abroad. Loans to be made available up to Rs. 7.5 lakh for studies in India,and Rs.15 lakh for studies abroad.

WOMEN
Rashtriya Mahila Kosh for providing micro credit to poor women through NGOs being strengthened.

Integrated Scheme for women's empowerment in 650 blocks through women's self- help groups being launched.

Scheme for women on difficult circumstances like widows of Vrindavan,Kashi and other places, destitute women and other disadvantaged women groups being launched.

Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
Allocation for welfare schemes for upliftment of scheduled tribe in the Ministry of Tribal Affairs has been enhanced from Rs. 786Cr in 2000-01 to Rs. 986Cr in B.E. 2001-02.

Allocation for welfare schemes for upliftment of scheduled castes in the Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment has been enhanced from Rs.709Cr in 2000-01 to Rs.790Cr in B.E.2001--02.

Social Security
Two schemes to be managed by LIC being launched :

` Khetihar Mazdoo Bima Yojana, for landless agricultural labourers to provide benefits of insurance cover as available under Janashree Bima Yojana and a person of Rs.100 per month, to the beneficiary on attaining age of 60 years. The beneficiaries will be required to make a small contribution towards the premium.

Shiksha Sahyog Yojana,to provide an education allowance of Rs.100 per month to the children of parents living below the poverty line, to at least partly help meet the expenses of education during their studies from 9th to 12th standard. This will be available to the subscribers of the Janashree Bima Yojana.

Ceiling for Government contribution of 1.16 percent of monthly wages of employees to the Pension Fund being enhanced from Rs.5,000 to Rs.6,000 per month.

Insurance Regulatroy Development Authority to look into social security issues of the unorganised sector and provide a road map for pension reforms by October 1,2001.

Journalists welfare Fund
Journalists Welfare Fund being setup with a contribution of Rs.1Cr.

Fiscal consolidation
Expenditure Management
All requirements of recruitment will be scrutinized to ensure that fresh recruitment is limited to 1 percent of total civilian staff strength.

Postal rates will be revised moderately to contain the rising postal deficit.

Facility of LTC to Central Government employees suspended for 2 years.

A High Level Expert Group setup to review the existing pension system and to provide a roadmap for the next steps to be by the Government. Those who enter central govt. services after October 1,2001 to receive pension through a new pension programme based on defined contributions.

The benefit of reduction in interest rates on Small Savings Deposits will be fully passed on to the States.

Public Sector Restructuring and Privatization
Privatisation to be accelerated.

An amount of Rs. 7,000 Cr out of the expected receipt of Rs.12000cr from disinvestments will be used for providing restructuring to PSUs, safety net to workers and reduction of debt burden.

How Can The New Budget Help Assam's Tea Industry
The new Union Budget 2001-2002 proposes to increase the development allowance available to the tea industry from 20% to 40%. This additional allowance will be used only for re-plantation, rejuvenation, and modernisation of tea plantation and processing facilities. But question arises will Assam' tea gardens prosper with this? Small tea planters are not satisfied with the budget because if it not provided with any special coverage for the small tea growers, they might be trampled down by the big groups like Hindustan Levers. They say that the budget has not heeded to their problems.

It is noteworthy that there are 800 tea gardens in Assam and Assam Tea Corporation which has 16 gardens alone employ 8000 people. The small tea sector recently coming up with 25000 educated unemployed youth has helped to restore social and economic stability to the state. Recently the sudden fall in price of green tea leaves has effected the industry much.

Bodo Sahitya Sabha in progress : Proposal to launch a Bodo daily
Biggest cultural literary organisation of Bodo people, Bodo Sahitya Sabha is in progress. The president of the Sabha Mr. Doleshwar Bodo called upon the Bodo entrepreneurs to take up the initiative to publish a Bodo daily. Besides, proposals are made to prepare a quality grammar for Bodo language, a full fledged history and a dictionary in Bodo language.

Part B of the Budget 2001-2002 - the tax proposals.  

He said that he has reduced the rates in both customs and excise duties , simplified procedures and introduced measures to improve tax compliance. He has given up his discretionary power to grant excise and customs duty exemptions in individual cases thus saving hundreds of crore of revenue for government. The policy of penalties against tax evaders has also been made non-discretionary. With all these steps, he said, he has sought to put an end to a system that pressure groups or lobbies could influence.

Budget Part B at a glance

Special excise duty of 8% abolished on glazed tiles, mattresses and articles of bedding, carpets and floor covering, painted canvas, studio back cloths, linoleum and textile wall coverings, scooters and motorcycles, taxis etc.

White cements, pleasure boats, arms and ammunition for private use, articles of fur skin to entertain SED of 16% and a total duty of 32%

Special excise duty on soft drinks, motorcars - reduced to 16%

Reduction in duty on IT and telecom.

Custom duty on cinematographic equipments reduced from 25% to 15%

Custom duty on gold reduced.

Winning from lotteries, TV game shows etc. now will taxed at 30%

Development alowance for tea increased from 20% to 40%

Foreign telecasting channels will be taxed henceforth.

Highlights of Part- 'B' of Budget 2001-02

Principles of Tax Proposals

Need for growth in revenues, simplification and rationalization of the tax regime, and effective tax compliance through measures, which are friendly for the honest taxpayer, and a deterrent to the evader.

Indirect taxes :

Excise

Additional excise mop up estimated at Rs.4,677 Cr in a year. Total collection up from Rs.71,252 Cr to Rs.81,720 Cr.

Few items that currently attract CENVAT of 8 % will henceforth be charged at the normal rate of 16 % except cotton yarn including sewing thread, LPG, kerosene and diesel engines up to 10 HP, which are being left at 8 %.

Major rationalization in excise duty structure : about 80 % of the revenue in respect of ad valorem duties will come from the single rate of 16 % and about 17 % from the combined rate of 32 %.

Food preparations based on fruits and vegetables being completely exempted from duty excise duty.

Special surcharge on Cigarettes / Biris/ Pan Masala for funding National Calamity Contingency Fund.

Increase in Excise duty on High Speed Diesel and motor spiriit not proposed to be passed on to the consumers execpt for any technical corrections.

Specified Banking and Financial Services, Authorized Service Stations for servicing of vehicles including two wheelers, Port Services, Photographic Services, Convention Services, Sound Recording Services, Broadcasting Services, Scientific and Technical Consulting Services, Telex Services, Telegraph Services, Facsimile Services, On-line Information & Data Base Retrieval Services, Video Tape Production Services, Services auxiliary to Insurance and services provided to lease circuit line holders being brought under tax net.

Customs Duties

Total collection up from Rs, 53,572 Cr to Rs. 54,822 Cr.

Budget proposals are estimated to result in a revenue loss of Rs.2,128 Cr.

Customs tariff would be brought progressively within three years and number of rates to be reduced to the minimum with a peak rate of 20%.

The surcharge of 10 % to lapse on 31.3.2001. Peak level of customs duty consequently decline from 38.5% to 35 %.

Increased duty on crude edible oils to a uniform rate of 75% and on refined oils to 85% .

Customs duty on tea , coffee, copra, and coconut and desiccated coconut increased from the present 35% to 70%.

Duty on import of second hand cars, old multi utility vehicles, scooters and motor cycles enhanced.

Reduction in duty on IT and telecom.

Customs duty on cinematographic cameras, projectors and certain other related equipments use by the film industry reduced from 25% to 15%.

Accredited pressmen and cameramen now allowed to import cameras, computers, fax machine etc. up to a value of one lakh rupees for their professional use without payment of customs duty once in two years.

Customs duty on gold reduced from Rs.400 per 10 grams to Rs.250 per 10 grams.

CVD on the imported consumer products to be charged on the basis of maximum retail price.

Direct taxes

Total collection up from Rs. 72,105 Cr to Rs. 85,275 Cr.

Direct Taxes proposals to result in a revenue loss of Rs. 5,500 Cr, which would be made up with tax buoyancy and increased voluntary compliance.

Same rates as last year. Co-Operative Societies, however, will henceforth pay 30% tax instead 35%.

All surcharges payable by corporates and non-corporates removed except surcharges of 2 % for financing National Calamity Contingency Fund. Assesses having an income of up to Rs.60,000 /- will not be subject to any surcharge.

100 % deduction for donations to the National Trust for welfare of persons with autism, mental retardation and multiple disabilities.

One-by-Six scheme being extended to all urban areas in the country as defined by the 1991 Census. Changes arising out of the 2001 census will be incorporated subsequently.

Even loss making companies to file their returns.

Income tax deduction at source at the rate of 10 % on income by way of commission or brokerage exceeding Rs.2,500, except on transactions relating to shares and securities.

Winnings from lotteries, crossword puzzles etc. will now be taxed at 30%. Income tax at the rate of 30% will be deducted at source from the winnings of television game shows and all similar game shows.

Limit on income interest on time deposits for tax deduction at source being lowered from Rs.10,000 to Rs.2,500.

Salaried persons in the lower income range having income up to Rupees one lakh will get an enhanced tax rebate at the rate of 30% in respect of their eligible investments under section 88 of the Income Tax Act, as against 20% at present.

The profits of Export Oriented Units, and units located in Export Processing Zones, Free Trade Zones and Software Technology Parks on the permitted sales in India to be taxed.

Profits derived by the units located in the software technology parks from the export of " on-site services will be eligible for deduction like their other export income. Units located outsides the zones will also get the benefit of tax exemption on such export earnings. Condition relation to transfer of ownership of companies in sections 10A and 10B of the Income-tax Act shall not apply in respect of companies in which public are substantially interested.

Tax exemption available to NABARD, National Housing Bank and Small Industries Development Bank of India(SIDBI) withdrawn.

Tax exemption in respect of interest paid on External Commercial Borrowings withdrawn for such borrowings made on or after the first day of June 2001.

The maximum limit of the deduction on certain interest income under section 80L being reduced to Rs. 9,000.

The tax payable on the distribution of dividends of domestic companies and income in respect of Units of Mutual Funds and UTI being reduced to 10 %.

Boost to primary capital market-- Long- term capital gains arising from the sale of securities and Units if such gains are reinvested in primary issues of shares of public companies exempted.

Ten-year tax holiday for the core sectors of infrastructure, namely, roads, highways, waterways, water supply, irrigation, sanitation and solid waste management systems, which may be availed of during the initial twenty years. In the case of airports , ports, inland ports, industrial parks and generation and distribution of power, which also become commercially viable only in the long run, a tax holiday of ten years is being proposed to be availed of during the initial fifteen years.

The five-year tax holiday and 30% deduction for next years available to the telecommunication sector till 31st March 2003 being retrospectively reintroduced for the units commencing their operations on or before 31st March,2003. These concessions will also be extended to Interest service providers and broadband networks.

Tax incentives have also been provided for the investors providing long-term finance or investing in the equity capital of the enterprises engaged in infrastructure facility. Any income by way of interest, dividends or long-time capital gains from such investments is fully exempt. This concession extended to guarantee commission and credit enhancement fees earned by financial institutions from infrastructure enterprises. Co-operative Banks will also be eligible for exemption of their income from investments in approved infrastructure facilities.

The weighted deduction of 150% of the expenditure on in-house research and development in certain areas being extended to biotechnology as well for clinical trials, filing patents and obtaining regulatory approvals. The amount paid to specified projects under the India Millennium Mission, 2020 will be eligible for 125% weighted deduction.

Tax holiday for five years and 30% deduction of profits for the next five years to the enterprises engaged in the business of integrated handling, transportation and storage of food-grains provided.

The development allowance available for tea increased from 20% to 40%. This additional allowance will be used only for re-plantation, rejuvenation, and modernization of tea plantation and processing facilities.

The maximum amount of deduction available for interest payable on housing loans for self- occupied houses increased from rupees one lakh to rupees one and a half lakhs.

Tax incentives allowed by way of deduction or rebate on payments of LIC premium extended to all insurance companies that have been approved by the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority.

Necessary legislative changes for transfer pricing being made.

Foreign telecasting channels will henceforth be taxed in India.

The time limits for issue of refunds, reassessment and reopening of reassessments by the Income tax Department reduced. Power to withhold the refund due to an assessee withdrawn. Similarly there will be no requirement to obtain a Tax Clearance Certificate under section 230A from the Assessing Officer before transfer of immovable property. A fixed amount of penalty will be leviable for most of the defaults.
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