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	News on 28th Feb'2001 

Chief Executive Member To Seek Vote Of Confidence 

Dispur: The Government of Assam has directed Sri Mojari Hanse, Chief Executive Member, Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council to seek a vote of confidence in the first sitting of the Council summoned from 5th March 2001 before taking up any other business. The confidence motion will be disposed off in the manner provided under Rule 61 of the Assam Autonomous District Rules 1951 along with other conditions as applicable under the Rules. Sri S C Das, Commissioner, Hills and Barak Valley Division, Assam will attend the Session as Observer and will submit a detailed report on the proceedings to the Govt. later on.

The seeking of vote of confidence has been necessitated following submission of a memorandum on 7th Feb by Sri Jotson Bey and 14 other MACs of Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council, complaining of irregularities in the procedure followed by the Deputy Chairman of Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council on 6th Feb in counting of votes on the resolution for removal of the Chairman.

Swearing-in Of New Judge of Gauhati High Court
Dispur: Sri Ranjan Gogoi, the newly appointed Judge of the Gauhati High Court has been administered oath of office and secrecy by the Hon'ble Chief Justice of Gauhati High Court in a function held today,28th Feb.

News on 27th Feb '2001
Assam rocked
A mild earthquake of 4.7 measured on the Richter Scale has been felt in parts of Assam at around 7.16 AM today. According to a release stated by the Meteorological Centre at Shillong, there is no information of any damage made.  

Living Legend Sir Don Bradman Lives No Longer
Sir Donald George Bradman, the living legend of cricket, who was popularly known as Don Bradman, lives no longer. It was reported he passed away peacefully in his sleep at his Adelaide home at the age of 92. The 'Little Bloke' who hit 29 Test and 117 One-day centuries, however, failed to turn hundred.

Bradman, the finest Australian batsman had an average Test score of 99.94 in just 52 Tests with 29 centuries. Had Eric Hollies not bowled Don for nought in the Oval Test, 1948, his average Test run would have been 100. After scoring 254 at Lords on June 27,1930, Don was commented as being "cruel in his excessive mastery". It was his maiden tour to England in which he smacked one tripple century (334, his highest score in Test) , two double centuries and one century in the five-Test series.

It is noteworthy that Bradman, who invited Sachin Tendulkar to his 90th birthday in 1998, commented that Tendulkar plays much the same way as he himself did.

Bradman was born on 27th August,1908 and married Jessie Menzies in 1932 who had him two children. In accordance with his wish he will be offered private funeral service and cremation in Adelaide over the next few days, followed several weeks later by a public funeral service also in Adelaide. Mradman left behind him two children, three grandchildren and his autobiography Farewell to Cricket. Besides these he has left behind a mammoth cricket record and a trail of inspiration for the generations to come.

Protest Against Central Railway Budget In Assam
Guwahati: Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuba Chatra Parisad (AJYCP) today protested against the new railway budget presented in the Parliament yesterday, by burning a placard written Railway Budget 2001 thereon in front of their office at GNB Road, Silpukhuri. They were protesting against the budget for not mentioning anything about the Bogibil railway bridge and the Rangia railway division. They term the budget to have simply nothing for Assam. 

News on 26th Feb'2001 

The Railway Budget Has Nothing For The North-East 

The Railway Budget was presented in the Parliament by the Railway Minister Ms. Mamata Banerjee today. The budget has neither any new project nor any new train for the North-East. No frequency of service of any trains has been changed, except for the New Delhi-Dibrugarh Rajdhani Express which will run twice a week instead of only once.

The new budget is silent regarding the allocation for the Bogibil railway bridge and Rangiya Railway Division.

However, lines between Helem in the Sonitpur district of Assam and Itanagar in the Arunachal Pradesh will be extended.

The new railway budget as such has nothing significant for Assam as well as for the entire North-East.

AGP Confident Upon Its Four-Party Alliance
The AGP is confident that in the coming elections the 4-party alliance, which is having the government at present, will come to power again with absolute majority. This was based on feed-back from party's grass-root level workers. This was claimed by the Chief Minister as well as senior party leader Prafulla Kumar Mahanta today at its party head office.

It is significant in view of the BJP formally announcing that it is not going to have any poll-alliance with AGP. Meanwhile, a BJP press conference today clarified their stand about not going to poll-alliance with AGP at any cost.

Design to include NE India in Bangladesh
By A Special Correspondent
GUWAHATI: At the time of partition of the country, the leaders of erstwhile East Pakistan tried their best to include Assam in their country but that move was thwarted by the bold stand taken by the then leadership of Assam headed by the first state Chief Minister of Independent India Gopinath Bordoloi. But it is now clear that a section of intellectuals of Bangladesh are still nurturing the idea of including Assam in Bangladesh and they are propagating their views through the Internet to gather public support.
The Bangladeshi intellectuals have virtually launched a cyber war to divide India and mooted a proposal to form a confederation comprising Bangladesh and the North Eastern states of India. The intellectuals are using the website www.deja.com to propagate their idea of including NE region and West Bengal in Bangladesh.
In an article in the website, a Bangladeshi intellectual Dr A H Jaffor Ullah, who now lives in America, proposed the reorganisation of the NE states of India and West Bengal to form a confederation with Bangladesh. He gave a detailed account of the 'benefits' of such a confederation and said that there are common features between the people of Bangladesh and the NE states of India. He said that the new entity with Bangladesh, NE states of India and West Bengal would have a geographical area of 1,89,733 sq km with a population of 250 million and would prosper economically through inter trading among the member states. The website gave a detailed map of the proposed confederation and said that it made sense to form a confederation. The writer of the article gave a serious thought to his proposal as is evident from the fact that the distance between Dhaka and the capitals of the NE states as well as the distance with Chitagong were given in detail to propagate his theory.
Dr Ullah said that economic problems of the NE states of India has been endemic for quite some time. He said that for too long, the region was neglected by the planners in New Delhi and for the past 50 years, the NE region was affected by the policies of the planners of India. He said that individually the seven sister states of the NE region cannot survive as sovereign nations but their problems would be solved to a great extent if they agree to form a confederation with Bangladesh. Justifying his proposal, Dr Ullah said that Bangladesh has the work force, West Bengal's strength lies in the field of education and media, while the NE states have the natural resources.
Dr Ullah said that the Government of India should not view the proposal as a death nail to their republic .
Meanwhile, the security agencies have taken serious note of the development and expressed the view that such propaganda may seriously affect the security of the country at a time when the NE states barring Mizoram are affected by insurgency and secessionist forces.
It may be mentioned here that the Assam Governor, Lt Gen S K Sinha, in a report to the President of India on November 8, 1998, expressed apprehension that the demographic invasion of Bangladeshi nationals into Assam might be the part of a greater design to include Assam in Bangladesh. He also warned that if the unabated influx of Bangladeshi nationals into Assam is allowed to continue, parts of Assam would soon become parts of Bangladesh.

Meanwhile, the All Assam Students Union (AASU) adviser Samujjal Bhattacharya said that All the indigenous people of Assam must fight together to thwart the design to include Assam and other parts of the North Eastern region into Bangladesh with demographic invasion.
Referring to the reports that a section of intellectuals of Bangladesh mooted the idea of dividing India to form a confederation comprising Bangladesh and the NE states of India, Mr Bhattacharya alleged that the failure of the Central and the State Governments to check the demographic invasion was the main reason for such outrageous proposals. He said that the indigenous people of Assam now have two options before them- either to surrender to the designs of Bangladesh or to fight together to thwart such designs. He appealed to all sections of indigenous people of the State to join hands to fight such designs of Bangladesh.
Mr Bhattacharya pointed out that Bangladesh had a long term plan to include Assam in their territory because of the natural resources available in the State. He pointed out that in the recent proposal mooted by the Bangladeshi intellectuals, it was clearly mentioned that Bangladesh has the work force while, Assam has the natural resources. During the time of the partition of the country also, the leaders of the earstwhile East Pakistan tried their best to include Assam in their country but that move was thwarted due to the bold leadership of Lokapriya Gopinath Bordoloi. The move surfaced once again mainly because Assam today lacks strong leadership to strongly oppose such move, he added. He further alleged that the political parties, who are only interested in the votes of the Bangladeshis, do not have the courage to speak out against the demographic invasion that had been going on for years.
Hitting out against the Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta, the AASU adviser said that Mahanta became the Chief Minister on the strength of the Assam agitation for the detection and deportation of foreigners from the State but after coming to power he failed to take any step against the foreigners. Now Mahanta even refuses to talk on the issue fearing that they might lose the votes of the illegal migrants, he alleged. He further said that Lokapriya Gopinath Bordoloi saved Assam from being included in Bangladesh and the weakness of the present political leaders of the State would once again gave rise to the move to include Assam in Bangladesh.
Criticising the militant leaders who are taking shelter in Bangladesh, Mr Bhattacharya said that if the militants really want to do something well for the state, they should make their stand clear on the reported move to include Assam in Bangladesh.
The AASU adviser also criticised the Central Government for its inaction on the issue and said that the Central leaders like the Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee and Home Minister L K Advani had time and again assured to take positive steps for the solution of the problem of infiltration of Bangladeshi nationals into Assam but in practice, they failed to do anything in this regard. He said that the Central Government was maintaining double standard in case of Assam and Jammu and Kashmir. He pointed out that the Centre was making all out efforts to solve the problems of Kashmir, but when it came to solve the problem of infiltration of foreigners, which posed a serious threat to the unity and integrity of the country, the Centre is silent. Even the State Governor, Lt Gen (Retd) S K Sinha, who is a representative of the Central Government, in a report to the President of India, warned that if the illegal migration was not stopped, parts of Assam would become parts of Bangladesh. The Governor, in his report in 1998, also gave a series of proposals for the solution of the problem, but till date the Central Government has not taken any step for implementing the suggestions of the Governor. This proves that the Centre is not keen to protect the integrity of the country, he added. He further said that the indigenous people of Assam have proved that they are more patriots than the leaders at Delhi as the Assamese people launched an agitation for the detection and deportation of foreigners from Assam to protect the unity and integrity of the country, while the Central leaders have not initiated any step in this regard.
The ruling Asom Gana Parishad (AGP), on the other hand, has written a strong protest letter to the Union Home Ministry and demanded that the Ministry should take up the matter with the Government of Bangladesh.

News on 25th Feb '2001 

ABSU to support pro-Bodo parties in the Assembly polls
From a special correspondent
GUWAHATI: With less than two months to go for the Assembly polls in Assam, the political parties and non political organisations of the State have started gearing up for the polls and efforts are on by the parties to gain the support of the non political organisations.
The All Bodo Students' Union (ABSU), the most powerful organisation of the Bodos, has made it clear that they have no objection in extending support to any national or regional political party ,which supports the cause of the Bodos.
The newly elected president of the ABSU, Mr Rabiram Narzary told this correspondent that till date the ABSU has not discussed possible poll alliance with any political party. He said that the ABSU has identified 31 constituencies where to field independent candidates to take their fight for a separate state of Bodoland to the Assembly. It may be mentioned here that in the last two assembly elections also the ABSU fielded independent candidates, while, one ABSU backed candidate was elected to the Lok Sabha. 
In the last Parliamentary elections, the ABSU had an understanding with the BJP and the ABSU backed independent candidate S K Bwiswmutiary was supported by the BJP. But till date, the ABSU has not entered into any poll alliance with the BJP for the ensuing Assembly polls and Mr Narzary made it clear that the ABSU would support the parties which back their demand for the creation of a separate state. Now it remains to be seen whether any of the national and regional parties would openly support the demand for the creation of a separate state.
On the move initiated by the ABSU for uniting all the Bodo political parties and organisations to achieve the goal of a separate state, Mr Narzary said that the success of the move would depend on the Peoples Democratic Front (PDF), one of the major Bodo political parties. The PDF is one of the strongest of the Bodo political parties, having five legislators in the State Assembly. Mr Narzary said that the PDF leaders were under threat from militant outfit National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) as the outfit is opposed to any move to unite the Bodo political parties and organisations. Now it remains to be seen whether the PDF leaders can come forward for the unification move despite the threat from the NDFB, he added. It may be mentioned here that last year the president of the Bodo Sahitya Sabha, the biggest literary organisation of the Bodos, Mr Binneswar Brahma was gunned down by the militants belonging to the NDFB as he played a key role in the process of unification of the Bodo political parties and organisations. 
Meanwhile, the BJP is trying to get the support of the All Assam Students Union (AASU) for the ensuing polls. The BJP leaders of Assam had three rounds of discussions with the leaders of the AASU in this regard. As the AASU has been fighting for the detection and deportation of foreigners from Assam, the BJP leaders promised them that in voted to power, the BJP would take active steps for the solution of the problem of infiltration of foreigners into Assam. But the AASU has not yet given any assurance to the BJP and the AASU adviser Samujjal Bhattacharya said, " we have asked the BJP to first take steps for the solution of the problem of infiltration of foreigners. So far the BJP led government at the Centre has not taken any effective step for the solution of the problem despite repeated assurances and no step has been initiated for repealing the Illegal Migrants (Determination by Tribunals) Act, which is a major hurdle in the way of detection and deportation of foreigners. If the Central Government can show us the results, then only we can think of supporting the BJP."
It may be mentioned here that during his visit to the State last month, the Union Home Minister L K Advani admitted that the IMDT Act, which is applicable only in Assam, is discriminatory. However, he said that the BJP could not repeal the Act because it did not have the majority in the Rajya Sabha. But the AASU is not ready to buy the statement of the Home Minister and Sri Bhattacharya said that if the finance bills can be passed, there is no reason why the IMDT cannot be scrapped. The fact is that the BJP led Government is not interested in scrapping of the Act, he alleged.

The 8th International Trade Fair In Guwahati Gets Underway 

The International Guwahati Trade Fair (IGTF) 2001, the 8th of its series got underway from 23rd Feb and will culminate on the 5th of March.

The presence of different sectors makes the 8th IGTF one of its kind in the North-East with record 240 companies participating. A special feature of IGTF,2001 will be the 'Sajawat Sector' which will present virtually all articles synonymous with household and modern living. Noted companies among the household goods include Usha, GE, Godrej, Boyce etc. The main thrust in this fair is opportunities unleashed by Information Technology which gives it pre-eminence over the preceding fairs.

Other attractions of the fair are seminars to be conducted by the organising committee along with panel discussions and cultural functions to be performed by artists from Mumbai.

The inaugural function is available with video coverage on www.vedanti.com/Video/Deferred/Deferred.htm
in an one hour capsule which was presented by Guwahati based SM Computer Consultants Pvt. Ltd. 

News on 22nd Feb'2001 

Police reshuffle in Assam 

There has been a few reshuffles made in Assam Police department today. Khagen Sharma has been posted as IGP Special Branch while SMAB Khandelkar has been promoted ti IGP (OSD). Vinita Sharna has been promoted to Commandant of 9th Assam Battalion at Berhampur in Nagaon. Addl. DGP (OSD) D.N. Dutta has been transferred and posted as Addl. DGP, Border and Rajendra Kr. IGP (Vigilance) has been transferred to IGP (BIEO) entrusted additionally to look after vigilance and anti-corruption. 

Anemia To Be Controlled Among Adolescent Girls(10-19 yrs.
The Govt. of Assam, in collaboration with UNICEF is implementing a district-based program for controlling anemia in adolescent girls (in and out of school) over a three-year period. This is a school-based initiative supported by the community and involves supervised administration of iron-folic tablets on a weekly basis (6 days) by schoolteachers to all adolescent girls between ages ten to nineteen years. Girls who are out of the school system will be given iron tablets through the school-going girls. The Gov. has planned to implement the program in the district of Kamrup and Borpeta aimed to reach about 460925 adolescent girls and 158084 of whom are in school. 

Sports Policy announced  

Chief Minister, Assam, P.K. Mahanta has announced the new sports policy of the state promising its fulfillment by year 2025 the basic need of infrastructure and technical support for sports in all district, sub-division  and blocks. A new apex body called Sports Authority of Assam will be constituted for promotion of Youth Welfare in the state with the existing Board of Sports and Sports Council of Assam being merged with it.

Congress MLA suspended from Assam assembly
Opposition Congress party staged a walk-out in Assam Assembly and the Speaker , Shri Ganesh Kutum suspended the party MLA, Bharat Narah and Etuwa Munda for the rest of the session ending Feb'23rd . Unruly scenes prevailed in the assembly when the Congress MLAs demanded the speaker to allow discussion on President of India's address in the Parliament earlier. 

News on 20th Feb'2001 

3497 people Killed in Assam during last 10 years 

Guwahati : Altogether 3497 people have been killed in Assam during the last ten years with 1932 of these being civilians, Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta said in the state assembly.

Replying to a question by Dr. Nazrul Islam of Congress, Mahanta said that 607 of the slain people belong to the security forces while the remaining 958 were militants.

Assam Has A Total Debt Burden Of Rs. 8441.33 cr
Guwahati : Assam has a total debt burden of Rs 8441.33 cr as on March 31, 2000, with central and market debts amounting to Rs 6722.86 cr, Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta said in the state assembly.

Replying to a question of Dr. Ardhendu Dey, Mahanta said that the central debt was Rs. 4802.25 cr and market debt Rs. 1920.21 cr. 

Mahanta Proposes Better Business Infrastructures 

Guwahati : Assam govt. has undertaken several measures for ensuring remunerative prices to the farming community for its produce and the government would construct cold stores for the benefit of farmers.

The proposed border trade with neighbouring countries and the cargo handling services in Lokapriya Gopinath Bordoloi International Airport would also contribute to the betterment of the agricultural sector. Mahanta said replying to a discussion on the Assam Appropriation Bill (2000-2001) in the assembly.

Sankardeva Awards For Four Years Announced
Guwahati : Assam government has announced that four eminent personalities will be awarded the Srimanta Sankardev Award.

The awardees are Keluchan Mahapatra for 1997, Dr. Bhabendranath Saikia for 1998, Ustad Amjad Ali for 1999 and Sonaram Chetia for the year 2000.

News on 19th Feb'2001 

Anup Chetia Sentenced To Three Years Imprisonment 

Dhaka: A Bangladesh court has sentenced ULFA leader Anup Chetia to three years imprisonment for possessing foreign currencies of 16 countries.

The 47 years old ULFA leader is already in jail, for he was convicted in October 1998 and sentenced to six years imprisonment for illegal stay in Bangladesh.

Two Woodcutters Hacked To Death
Guwahati: Two woodcutters were hacked to death by suspected Bodo militants in Rupsi area of Dhubri district.

Three Killed In Fire
Guwahati: Three people, including two women, were killed when a devastating fire glutted their house in Dharamsala area under Dhubri police station of the district.

Hardcore NDFB Militant Killed, Seven Apprehended
Guwahati: A hardcore NDFB militant was killed in an encounter with security forces in Kokrajhar district last night while seven militants were apprehended from different places of Darrang and Sonitpur districts. 

New Fly-Over In Guwahati Inaugurated 

Guwahati: Assam Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta today formally inaugurated the first part of the newly constructed fly-over at Ganeshguri Chariali in Guwahati. Speaking on the occasion he said that the first part of the 640 metres long fly-over, completed within the scheduled time of one year, has removed a long felt need of the city dwellers.

He said that it will help reduce traffic congestion at Ganeshguri through which 30000 to 35000 vehicles pass daily. It is constructed at a total cost of Rs. 21,48,66000.

Bodo Leader Blames The State Govt. For Keeping Them Backward
Guwahati: Prominent Bodo leader and MP from Kokrajhar has alleged that the Assam Govt. is not concerned about the development of the tribals and has not given the required resources meant for their up liftment.

Dr. Bhupen Hazarika Presented Prestigious Lata Mangeshkar Award
Indore: Dr. Bhupen Hazarika has been presented the prestigious Lata Mangeshkar Award, the highest honour in light music.

The award carries Rs. one lakh and a citation.

News on 17th Feb'2001 

Congress doubts BJP's intention in Assam 

Guwahati:Assam Congress President Tarun Gogoi today said that the BJP's main agenda in Assam is political opportunism.

He said the political intentions of the BJP was clear after Union Home Minister L.K.Advani's recent visit to the AGP ruled state Govt. when the law and order situation had actually deteriorated.

10% census field work
Guwahati: More than 10% of the field work has so been complete for the 2001 census in Assam.

3 ULFA militants killed 

Guwahati: Three ULFA militants were killed by security forces in Tinsukia district in an encounter on Thursday night and huge cache of arms and ammuniations were recovered.

Police Sports and Athletics meet Guwahati:The 16th All Assam Police Sports and Athletics meet at Police Training college ground at Dergaon in Golaghat district  with over 1000 police personnels participating in the meet.

ABSU to field Independent Candidate for 31 seats
Guwahati: The  All Bodo students Union (ABSU) would field Independent candidates for 31 seats in forthcoming assembly election.

News on 16th Feb'2001 

High Court directs Assam Govt.,ASEB to clear NEEPCO dues:
Guwahati: The Gauhati High Court has passed an interim order directing Assam Government and Assam State Electricity Board(ASEB) to clear the non-paid arrears amounting to Rs.654.21 crores due to NEEPCO.

Regarding the arrear of the current charge from July '2000 to December '2000 amounting to Rs.103.5 crore,a division bench of the High Court comprising of Justice H.K.Sema and Justice P.G.Agarwala directed that the said arrear would be cleared equally by the Assam Govt. and ASEB in six equal instalments.

Mahanta awards medals to CISF personnels:
Guwahati:Chief Minister P.K.Mahanta  has conferred President's Police medal to Central Industrial Security Force (personnel) of the North East at a ceremony held here.

Assam Police website launched:
Guwahati:Chief Minister P.K.Mahanta has launched the Assam Police website which will inform the public about the activities of all the police organisation.

Assam Governor releases book on Lachit Barphukan
Guwahati:Assam Governor Lt.Gen(retd.)S.K.Sinha today released a book on Lachit Barphukan,the legendary Ahom Commander,written by Swapan Duarah and published by McMillan India Ltd.

National Labour commission to sit in Guwahati
National Commission on labour ,headed by Ravindra Verma ,will hold sittings at Guwahati from February 17 to 20.

Koijam sworn in as Manipur CM:
Imphal : Samata Party and People's Front leader R.Koijam was today sworn in as the 24th Chief Minister of Manipur .

News on 15th Feb'2001
ULFA militant killed 

Guwahati: A hardcore ULFA militant and a district commander was killed in an encounter with security forces in Borbil village of Dibrugarh district. The militant was identified as the district commander of the banned outfit's Dibrugarh Shakha Phanikush alias Aditya Konwar.

Committee to Examine Judiciary's Power To Probe Into The Speaker's Functions
Guwahati: A committee has been formed by the Assam Assembly to examine the scope and ambit of powers of the judiciary to interfere with the functioning of the speaker of the legislature vis-à-vis the independence of the legislature under constitutional provisions.

The committee headed by the Parliamentary Affairs Minister Hitendranath Goswami, has been formed in the wake of the Gauhati High Court admitting a Public Interest Litigation filed by sitting MLA Atul Bora alleging corrupt practices by the speaker in spending huge amount of money from the state exchequer for his personal use. 

Digboi Refinery Served Closure Notice 

Guwahati: The Assam Pollution Control Board has served closure notice to the Digboi Refinery, the oldest refinery of the country, for violating pollution norms. The Digboi refinery has been releasing pollutants beyond permissible limits.

Steam Engine Rolls Out Of Guwahati Railway Shed
Guwahati: A renovated 57 year old steam engine rolled out of the New Guwahati railway shed to give a glimpse to the young generation as well as tourists, the thrill of the now defunct steam loco. The metre gauge engine with coaches attached to it would attract tourists to the state and thereby promote economic development.

 

News on 14th Feb'2001
Manipur CM Resigns 

Imphal : Manipur Chief Minister W. Nipamacha Singh today resigned and submitted his papers to the Governor Ved Prakash Marwa. Earlier, in a dramatic political development, Samata Party, a major constituent of the opposition front, today joined hands with the ruling front constituents, Manipur State Congress Party and Federal Party of Manipur to stake claim to form a new ministry.

Nagaland's Annual Plan Fixed At Rs. 405 Cr
New Delhi: The Planning Commission today approved a core plan size of Rs. 405 Cr for Nagaland for the year 2001-2002 at a meeting between the Deputy Chairman of Planning Commission K C Pant and Chief Minister S C Jamir.

GOC-4 Corps Visits Rangiya and Kokrajhar To Review Security
Guwahati: GOC-4-Corps Lt. Gen Mahesh Vij today visited army camps at Rangiya, Kokrajhar and Gossaigaon and reviewed the security situation in the area.

Interacting with the troops, he said that major militant organisations are losing ground and are desperate to regain their lost foothold.

He urged the local people of the area to extend their full cooperation and support to the security forces in fighting against insurgency. 

International Fertility Meet At Guwahati 

Guwahati: The Seventh International Congress on Assisted Reproductive Technology and Advances in Infertility, organised by the Institute of Human Reproduction, Guwahati and Indian Society for Assisted Reproduction, began here today.

A hands-on workshop on Intra-Cytoplasmic Sperm Injection (ICSI) and LASER Assisted Hatching, and another workshop on Intra-Uterine Insemination, Seminology and Sperm Banking will be organised on the occasion.

More than 300 experts from India and abroad will participate in the meet.

International Conference On Business Opportunities In North East
Guwahati: A two-day international conference on business opportunities in the North East will be jointly organised here by the Federation of Industries and Commerce of North Eastern Region (FINER) and the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industries (FICCI) from February 22.

News on 13th Feb'2001
Mahanta Presents Rs 1316.62 Cr Deficit Budget. 

Guwahati: Assam Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta, who also holds the finance portfolio, today presented a Rs. 1316.62 Cr deficit budget even as the opposition Congress boycotted the presentation amidst utter chaos and confusion.

Mahanta said that the total expenditure for the year was estimated at Rs. 12,221.90 Cr and while taking into account the opening deficit of Rs. 424.07 Cr, the year 2001-2002 was anticipated to close with an overall deficit of Rs. 1316.62 crore.

Bangladesh Not Helping ULFA
Guwahati: Former Bangladesh Foreign Secretary Forook Sobhan today said that his country was not sheltering or helping the militant organisation ULFA in any way.

Speaking at a seminar on 'Bangladesh and North East: Problems and Opportunities" organised by the centre for North East Studies, Sobhan said, "I have served as the foreign secretary in the present Bangladesh Govt. and I can categorically state that this govt.,which is favourably disposed towards India, is not helping the militants in any way. 

Youth Congress Members Arrested 

Guwahati: Police today arrested more than hundred Assam Pradesh Youth Congress members while they tried to break police cordons on their way to the State Assembly from different parts of the city.

The Youth Congress members were protesting against the alleged anti-party policies of the ruling AGP govt. and alleged that the police resorted to lathicharge without any provocation and consequently many party workers were injured.

Manipur Assembly to meet on Feb 14
Imphal: Manipur Assembly Speaker S. Dhananjoy today reconvened the house on Feb 14 to discuss the pending no-confidence motion against the coalition United Legislature Front ministry, now reduced to a minority

Meghalaya to have new Tourism Policy
Shillong: Meghalaya Finance and Information Minister A.H. Scott Lyngdoh today said that the state govt. has prepared a new tourism policy which would not only boost tourism in the state but also help in improving the economic condition of the state.

Pilgrimage by Hynniewtrep Community Members
Shillong: People belonging to the Hynniewtrep community of Meghalaya made their sacred pilgrimage to the Hum Sohpetbneng peak on the Shillong-Guwahati road yesterday.

The ceremony and rituals were performed by the priest of Raij Sobhar of East Khasi Hills, Lyngdoh Mistin Thymthai along with other priests and traditional heads while people joined them in prayers. 

News on 12th Feb'2001
Chief Minister on Asom Sahitya Sabha 

Assam Chief Minister, P.K Mahanta said that though the govt. had tried all means to bring the militants to the negotiating table, the ultras were still arrogant and refused to come for the talks. He said this on the Integrity Day of the 66th session of the Asom Sahitya Sabha at Dibrugarh. He further said  that the govt. is concentrating to bring the disillusioned members of the outfit to the mainstream. He wanted the Sabha to work as a catalyst for ensuring healthy academic atmosphere and help contain the communal and secessionist forces from across the border.

Crisis in Manipur Ministry
One year old United Legislature Front ministry of Manipur yesterday reduced to minority following a split in the legislature wing of the major ruling partner Manipur State Congress Party. 

Earthquake in Shillong 

Earthquake of mild intensity measuring 4.6 on the Richter scale struck Shillong at around 6.50 AM yesterday , the epicentre of which was located at 24.8 degree North Latitude and 92.01 degree East Longitude in Bangla Desh.  There is no news of any damage.

Nirode Choudhury cremated
Noted littérateur, journalist and author of the award winning Assamese film, "Chameli Memsaab", Nirode Choudhury was cremated yesterday after he died of prolonged illness. He was 68 and is survived by wife and a son. Mr. Choudhury authored 21 novels and was a journalist working for "Asom Bani" and retired as its editor. Chief Minister, Assam and other noted personalities condoled his death.   

News on 11th Feb'2001
Assam Govt. draws up Earthquake Disaster Management plan 

Assam government has drawn up an Earthquake Disaster Management plan to mitigate the adverse impact of an earthquake if it strikes the state which lies in a high seismic zone, state Revenue secretary said here today. 

Participating in a discussion on Earthquake Disaster Management, organised by the Kamrup district administration at the Rabindra Bhawan here, Das said that each district, sub-division and circle have been directed to form disaster management committees for smooth implementation of the plan. The committee will also organise public awareness, visit place of occurrence and ascertain the extent of damages, organise rescue and relief operations, provide relief care and ensure restoration of essential services like water supply, electricity, telephones, transportation etc.  

MSCP decides to pull out from NDA 

Manipur State Congress Party  (MSCP), a key constituent of the ruling United Legislature Front in Manipur, has decided to pull out from the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) at the centre.

The party will also ask its only representative in the Vajpayee government, Th Chaoba Singh, to resign.

Queen honours Pt. Ravi Shankar
Sitar maestro Pandit Ravi Shankar has been bestowed the award of honorary Knight Commander of the Order of the British Empire by the Queen in recognition of his services to music. 

The British High Commission in New Delhi would felicitate Pandit Ravi Shankar on March 27 accordingly.  

News on 10th Feb'2001
High Court directs JAIN TV to produce video cassette 

The Gauhati High Court today directed Jain Satellite Television to produce the video cassette telecast by Jain TV following which suo moto contempt proceedings were drawn up by the High Court against Dr. J.K. Jain for mentioning Justice A.H. Saikia's name in the telecast. Justice J.N. Sarma and Justice P.G. Agarwal also granted three week's time to the Central government and the Assam government to file their respective affidavits in the case.

Mahanta reviews law and order situation
 Chief Minister, Assam, Prafulla Kumar Mahanta today visited Haflong and reviewed the law and order situation in NC Hills district following the killing of 10 people including 9 policemen, by ultras yesterday.

HC admits PIL against Assam Assembly Speaker
The Gauhati High Court has admitted a public interest litigation against the Assam Assembly Speaker, Ganesh Kutum filed by sitting MLA, Atul Bora who was expelled from the AGP  for alleged anti-party activities. Bora alleged in his petition that the speaker has allegedly resorted to corrupt practices in spending a huge amount of money from the state exchequer. 

Sahitya Sabha president stresses on people oriented Sabha 

The Asom Sahitya Sabha president , Homen Borgohain today stressed that the premier literary body should be people-oriented and should not be dependent on government solely for grants.

Delivering his presidential speech at the 66th session of the Sabha at Dibrugarh, Mr. Borgohain said that the Sabha will collect money from its various literary schemes freeing the organisation from political interference.

Census begins throughout the country
Over two million enumerators fanned out today across the length and breadth of the country to carry out Census of India 2001, one of  the biggest administrative exercise in the world covering a billion population. The Deputy Commissioner, Guwahati led the Census team and called on the Governor, Chief Minister, Chief Justice and other prominent personalities. 

Pandemonium in Assam Assembly
The proceedings of Assam Assembly was today thrown into pandemonium which led to the suspension of  three opposition Congress members for the day on the issue of a High Court petition by an MLA against the Speaker on corruption charges.   

News on 9th Feb'2001
9 cops killed 

In a terrorist strike last night, nine police men of the 5th Assam Police battalion were gunned down by suspected NSCN ultras at a hilly place under Umrangso police station in North Cachar Hills district of Assam. The ultras struck when a convoy of the battalion was passing through the road. Several other police men were also injured. The killed cops were yet to be identified.

Samajbadi Party for the third front
The SP party will work to form a third front against BJP and Congress in the coming assembly elections in Assam. The SP president, Mr. Mulayam Singh Yadav informed media persons last afternoon that the left parties are already in touch with SP and they are confident of defeating Congress and BJP totally in the coming polls. However, Mr.Singh did not say anything about roping in AGP to the front.  

TGP to fight against AGP 

The TGP has formed a Gana Morcha for fighting the AGP in the coming polls in Assam. The party president Mr. Atul Bora, in a press conference yesterday, said that the TGP has already roped in two political parties for this purpose and hoped to get two or three more parties to the platform. 

Arunachal Pradesh Affected By AAPSU Bandh
Itanagar: Normal life has been affected during the third phase of All Arunachal Pradesh Students Union (AAPSU) sponsored 48-hours state-wide bandh.

Shops, markets, financial institutions, banks, post offices remained closed. Private vehicles were also off the road. Government vehicles, however, were plying as usual.

The bandh call was given by AAPSU in support of their five-point charter of demands including Rs 100 crore additional fund allocation for the development of educational sector, 100 percent job reservation for Sc and St candidates in state service and repatriation of Chakma and Hajong refuges from the state.  

News on 8th Feb'2001 

66th session of Asom Sahitya Sabha begins
Dibrugarh: The 66th session of the Asom Sahitya Sabha, the premier literary body of the region, got off to a glittering start today with the customary full sitting of the sabha at the Sahityarathi Lakhsminath Bezbarua Bhawan. The session was chaired by outgoing president Chandra Prasad Saikia. The delegates camp was inaugurated by Deputy Commissioner, B.K. Pegu while the exhibition, bookfair and seminar will be inaugurated today. New Sabha president, Homen Borgohain, will take over charge on Friday and a part of the funds collected during the session will be given to the Chief Minister's Relief Fund for the quake victims of Gujarat.

Assam Governor Says Govt. prepared For Talks
Guwahati: Assam Governor Lt. Gen(retd) S K Sinha has expressed his Govt.'s desire to hold talks with militant outfits on the condition that such talks be held within the framework of the constitution.

The governor in his customary address on the inaugural day of the Budget Session said that the Govt. desires peaceful resolution of all issues and would welcome talks at any time and at any place. But it should be within the framework of the constitution and the integrity of the country was not negotiable.

Gogoi Blasts Advani For Giving Good Conduct Certificate To AGP
Guwahati: Assam Congress president, Tarun Gogoi, today lashed out at Union Home Minister L K Advani for giving a good conduct certificate to Prafulla Kumar Mahanta led AGP government in the state despite killings continuing unabated since October last.

In a press conference held at Rajiv Bhawan here Gogoi accused the senior BJP leader of pursuing his party's narrow political interest ignoring the ground realities and wondered why the anti-insurgency Unified Command structure was still operational in the state if the law and order situation was improving as claimed by Advani.

He said the people of Assam who were tired of the killings had expected Advani to announce some concrete measures to reduce their sufferings but were disappointed when the home minister gave a clean chit to the state government. 

Assam Assembly Adjourned Amidst Noisy Scene 

Guwahati: Pandemonium prevailed in Assam Legislative Assembly on the first day of the Budget Session with opposition Congress members preventing the Governor from delivering his customary address.

As Governor Lt. Gen(retd) S K Sinha began his speech, all Congress members were on their feet to protest against the decision of the ruling party to present a full fledged budget in the house on Feb 12.

Opposition Congress leaders Silvius Condopan alleged that the Governor was acting as a "defacto Chief Minister" by allowing the AGP govt. to present the budget and as Congress members rushed to the well of the house, speaker Ganesh Kutum announced that the speech of the Governor was deemed to be read and adjourned the house.

News on 7th Feb '2001 

State Convention of Samajwadi Party in Guwahati from Feb 8 

Guwahati: The Assam unit of the Samajwadi Party will hold its two day convention in Guwahati from February 8 and the convention will be attended by party president Mulayam Singh Yadav, General secretaries Amar Singh and Azam Khan and prominent members of parliament Raj Babbar and Phoolan Devi.
The party which was so far maintaining a nominal existence in the state wants to launch itself in a big way and participate in the ensuing elections so that it can help in the economic development and restoration of peace in the state.

KAAC Chairman and Deputy Chairman win Confidence Motion
Diphu: The chairman of the Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council (KAAC) Daniel Teron and the Deputy Chairman L N Subba today won the confidence motion moved by the Council.

A motion for the removal of the Chairman was moved when the Council resumed its session today and the house was chaired by Deputy Chairman Lok Narayan Subba.

In the secret ballot that followed, 13 members voted for Teron while the same number voted against and 1 member abstained. As a result, the Deputy Chairman had to cast his vote and he did so in favor of Teron and the Chairman remained in the Chair.

The opposition also demanded re-election of the Deputy Chairman and a motion for his removal was also passed.

In a secret ballot that followed, 13 members voted against thee motion while 15 opposition members abstained from voting and Subba was retained as Deputy Chairman.

Retired Justice J Sangma dead 

Guwahati: Retired judge of the Gauhati High Court, Justice J Sangma died at Tura in Meghalaya yesterday.

He was 67 and served as a judge of the High Court from July 1986 to March 1995.

The Gauhati High Court and Gauhati High Court Bar Association today condoled the death of Justice Sangma.

Last Session Of Present Assembly Term Begins Tomorrow
Guwahati : The 16- day Budget Session of the Assam Legislative Assembly will begin here from tomorrow with Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta, who also holds the finance portfolio, presenting the last budget of the current assembly term on February 12.

The session will begin with Governor Lt Gen (retd) S K Sinha's address tomorrow and the debate on the 'Motion of thanks' on his address on February nine.

The Assam Appropriation Bill will be passed on February 22 and there will be a total of nine working days with the house being adjourned sine- die on February 23.

GOC-IN-C Reviews Counter-Insurgency Operations
Guwahati : The GOC - in- C of Eastern Command Lt. Gen H R S Kalkat today reviewed counter insurgency operations in Assam at Nalbari.

Kalkat, on a two day visit to the North East discussed various measures being taken by the security forces to contain extremism in the region and also announced various welfare measures for the troops engaged in counter-insurgency operations.

German Jazz Group To Perform In Guwahati
Guwahati: Germany's Frank Nimegern Group will present a Jazz concert at the Nehru Stadium here tomorrow as a part of the ongoing German Festival in the country.

The concert programme here is jointly organised by the Government of Assam and Indian Council for Cultural Relations, the organisers said here today.

The six members of the jazz rock group are Aino Gudrun Musielak, Hendrik Soll, Hardy Pischoatter, Marius Gold Hammer, Wolfgang Schulz and Frank Nimogorn. 

News on 5th Feb'2001 

Advani visits Assam 

Union Home Minister L K Advani today asked ULFA to shun violence as a pre-condition for talks, and made it clear that talks will be held only upon genuine grievances of the outfit.

Advani also spoke about several strategies for fighting terrorism in the state:

1.Security forces being asked to deal with ultras firmly.
2.Economic development must be carried out for not allowing youths to join terrorist outfits.
3.Forming an international forum against terrorism. Significantly, Advani said that USA, Japan, UK and Israel have shown interest in this regard.
4. Creating strong public opinion against ULFA, he spoke all these in a press conference at Guwahati today morning. Advani also informed the media persons that a poll-alliance with AGP from his party in the coming election can not be ruled out although nothing has been finalized till date.
Later in the day in a public meeting in Mirza near Guwahati, Advani urged the people to exercise restraint amidst violence and deal with terrorism in cooperation with the govt. machinery. With this visit the unofficial poll-campaign by BJP in the state went underway. The minister later returned to Delhi. 

Anundaram Barooah Award presented 

The Anundaram Barooah Award was presented to eminent Sanskrit scholar Dr. Mukunda Madhav Sharma at a simple function at the Anundaram Barooah Institute of language, art and culture at North Guwahati this afternoon.

News on 4th Feb'2001 

3 ULFA men killed 

3 ULFA cadres were shot dead by CRPF patrol and one CRPF man was injured in an encounter at Nigamghulee under Bongaigaon police station at 2.15 AM. Two of them have been identified as Robin Thakuria alias Ranjit Kalita, 26 years of Pattacharkuchi and Gulap Singha Roy alias Tupan Sutradhar, 25 years from Boitamari of Bongaigaon Police station. One .38 revolver, electronic detonators, bullets, maps of the Bongaigaon area and railway station, names of political leaders were recovered from their possessions.  

Seventh Agri-horticultural show in progress 

The Governor, Lt. Gen. S.K. Sinha today inaugurated the 7th agri-horticultural show at judge's field, Guwahati, which is organised by Assam Horticultural Society and this will continue till Feb 7th. 61 participants are taking part in the exhibition  and competing for several awards in various categories. All these days will be filled with seminars and demonstrations on various aspects of horticulture and vegetable growing.

News on 3rd Feb'2001 

Top-heavy AGP council 

With the pre poll scenario in the state warming up already, the ruling AGP seems to be prepared to face the challenge in an elaborate way by inducting an 104 -member executive committee in place of the outgoing 69 - member committee. This was decided in the annual convention of the party at the home turf of the party president and Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta at Nagaon that concluded on February 1. Significantly, Dr. Joyshree Goswami Mahanta, wife of Sri Mahanta and a member of the Rajya Sabha, was also elected as one of the 10 vice presidents of the party amidst huge public support. The jumbo- sized executive committee seems to be an attempt at appeasing different factions and sides inside the party on the eve of the polls.

BJP versus AGP
As against the loud claims of AGP president and Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta of never going for any truck with the BJP in the coming polls, the BJP top brass vehemently denied any inclination of the party for the same. BJP general secretary (organising) Sri Narendra Modi, who addressed press persons in Guwahati on February 1, clarified in no uncertain terms that even before AGP had decided about the alliance the BJP leadership had done the same long time back. The senior BJP leader further confirmed that so far nothing has been finalised about the alliance, though talks are on with several smaller political parties as well as with All Assam Students Union (AASU). Stressing on a BJP agenda for a 'prosperous Assam' free from turmoil Sri Modi said that a decision would be arrived at soon. 

Karbi Cultural Showcase
The Karbi youth festival scheduled to begin from February 16 with a four-day programme at Taralangso near Diphu in Karbi Anglong district will feature about 5000 artists in addition to groups from various ethnic communities of the state. The four day extravaganza has already earned the reputation of being a very colourful and well managed one in the state even amidst today's chaos. It will showcase the Karbi culture as it has been doing so for the last 11 years.

TEACHING TROUBLE 

Adding to already discouraging scenario in the educational field of the state, the Assam Junior College Teacher's Association (AJCTA) has threatened to boycott examination duties during the Higher Secondary School Leaving Certificate (HSSLC) (Class XII standard) that is scheduled to begin from February 26. This is significant because the body represents a total of 124 junior colleges ( institutions which teach only class XII standard syllabi ) of the state with a staff strength of 3587. Of these 53 have been recognized as centers for holding HSSLC examinations. Their main grouse is that the government's Finance Department has failed to give 'concurrence' to regularization of 822 posts from 42 junior colleges which were recognized as deficit aid institutions, in spite of the Chief Minister's direct instruction for the same. 

Alcheringa begins 
The sixth IIT of the country - IIT Guwahati, at its serene North Guwahati campus is reverberating with the youthful cheers of the annual cultural festival - Alcheringa - 2001. A show which has been able to notch up quite a reputation as a top -ranking one among the festivals of educational institutions of the country, will feature eminent musicians like Pandits Saajan and Rajan Mishra. Besides, a host of formal and informal events will enliven the participants and audience alike during these several days of fun and frolic including rock shows and other programmes.

Rabha Sahitya Sabha 
The Rabha Sahitya Sabha, representing an ethnically rich and culturally developed tribal community of the state has begun its annual session at Tamulpur near Rangiya town from February 1. This 27th session of the Sabha will have eminent personalities in the field of literature like president of Asom Sahitya Sabha, Sri Chandra Prasad Saikia, Education Minister Thaneswar Boro and Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta as guests in the three-day long session. 

News on 2nd Feb'2001 

AGP Welcoming Prodigal Sons 

The Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) is preparing to introspect and then make preparations for the Assembly polls slated for April. Not only is the party willing to forge political tie-ups with like minded parties to keep mainly its arch-rival, the Congress at bay, but is also keen on welcoming the prodigal sons. The party is also giving its nod to increase the number of secretaries from four to six, just to stem the tide of rebellion within the party. One of the key leaders who later raised a banners of revolt, Digen Bora, has been reported sending feelers to join the party against. Meanwhile Panchayat and Rural Development Minister Suidul Alam Choudhury is likely to face disciplinary action, party sources said.

Forest depletion in Assam
The AGP led state Govt. not only has failed to protect the lives of common people, but has also failed to protect the forest resource. The note of destruction of forest resources has gone up in the last 15 years. Growing activities of timber smugglers, involvement of forest officials with smugglers and illegal immigration are the contributing factors of forest depletion

AGP for four-party alliance
The core committee of AGP, in a crucial meeting at night at Nagaon-decided to continues the four party alliance in the state rather than setting up an alliance with BJP in the forthcoming election. 

Measures recommended on earthquake: 

Close on the heels of the devastating earthquake in Gujarat, the Institute of Engineers (India) has recommended vital measures for construction of earthquake for construction of houses in the north east which forms the highest risk zone among the country's five earth quake zones. The north east region in India forms the most severe seismic region of the world and data available have indicated that this region has been experiencing more that 350 known earth quakes of magnitudes 5 and over ,out of which 15 had magnitude 7 or more in the Richter scale.

King of Bhutan on ULFA
The King of Bhutan said that if Bhutanese failed to convince the militants belonging to ULFA and NDFB to leave Bhutanese soil through peaceful negotiation it would be left with no alternative but to resort to military action. the King said that ULFA and NDFB cadres were seasoned militants who has been fighting the Indian army for years. Those militants entered Bhutan in the early 1990s to escape Army operations. According to a report in the latest edition of Bhutan's State run weekly "Kuensel" the king said - " Once we send our armed forces to remove the militants , we will have to fight a war with them and until we win the war, the militants will not leave the country. Once we get involved in a war both the Government and the people must clearly understand its Consequences. He said the ULFA cadres are citizens of Assam and if the Bhutan Government fight the ultras the people and vehicles passing though Assam would have to face great danger. The King admitted that ULFA had established many camps inside Bhutanese soil.
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